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Remarks  to  Members  of  the  U.S.  Olympic  Team  in 
Plattsburgh,  New  York.     July  10,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much.  I  wish  I  could  say  I  earned  it. 

All  of  you,  because  of  the  competition  you  have  gone  through,  the  challenges 
that  you  have  met,  the  training  that  you  have  carried  on  for  a  good  many  years, 
you  have  earned  it,  and  we  are  proud  of  you.  And  I  wish  that  I  could  join  you 
up  in  Montreal,  but  let  me  assure  you  I  will  be  watching.  We  might  even  su- 
spend some  of  the  business  in  the  White  House. 

I  have  always  had  a  great  interest  in  athletics.  It  goes  back  a  good  many  years. 
I  was  looking  at  a  book  on  the  way  up  here — a  friend  of  mine  gave  it  to  me — 
"The  [A] History  of  the  Olympics."  And  I  was  thumbing  through  the  various 
Olympics  that  were  held  for  a  good  many  years,  and  the  ones  that  I  remember  go 
back  to,  well,  about  1924,  1928.  I  always  had  a  great  ambition  that  was  never 
fulfilled  because  I  was  not  good  enough. 

I  remember  the  names  of  Eddie  Tolan,  Jessie  Owens,  and  a  good  many  of  the 
others  who  set  great  records  in  those  days.  But  the  competition  gets  tougher 
every  4  years,  which  is  the  way  the  world  is.  And  all  of  you  have  great  oppor- 
tunities to  do  better  than  those  who  have  come  before  you,  and  I  know  you  will 
because  you  have  the  right  desire  and  you  worked  hard.  Let  me  say  you  have 
the  100  percent  support  of  the  American  people. 

I  might  take  just  a  minute — if  you  look  back  4  years  or  8  years  ago,  we  in  this 
country,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  were  not  unified.  We  had  difficulties  within  our 
country.  But  if  you  watched  any  of  the  activities  on  the  Fourth  of  July  of  our 
Bicentennial  Year,  you  could  almost  feel — ^not  only  in  Philadelphia,  in  Valley 
Forge,  and  in  New  York,  but  the  news  media  reported  all  over  the  country — a 
real  new  rebirth  of  American  unity  and  spirit  and  determination. 

That  is  a  great  way  for  us  to  enter  our  third  century.  That  is  a  century  all  of 
you  are  really  going  to  live  in  and  work  in  and  help  to  make  a  better  America. 
And  the  job  that  you  are  going  to  do  up  there  in  Montreal,  where  you  are  going 
to  run  faster,  jump  higher,  shoot  better,  swim  better,  do  all  the  things  that  you 
have  been  training  for  for  a  long  time — you  will  have  the  full  and  wholehearted 
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support  of  215  million  Americans,  including  your  President,  who  will  be  darn 
proud  of  you.  The  very  best  to  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:05  p.m.  at  the  New  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of  the 

York  State  University  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences       White  House  press  release, 
track  field. 
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Remarks  at  a  Ceremony  Honoring  Members  of  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Team  Prior  to  Their  Departure  for  Montreal,  Canada. 
July  10,  1976 

Thanks  you  very  much,  Phil  Krumm,  my  former  colleague  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  Bob  McKuen,  Colonel  Miller,  Reverend  St.  Pierre,  Willie  Daven- 
port, members  and  coaches,  trainers,  doctors,  administrators  of  the  United 
States  Olympic  Team,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Plattsburgh  area: 

It's  really  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
be  here  in  Plattsburgh  and  to  participate  in  the  ceremony  where  all  of  you  are 
taking  off  for  Montreal.  And  I  do  wish  to  thank  the  coaches  and  participants 
who  I  had  the  chance  and  the  pleasure  of  meeting  this  afternoon. 

But  let  me  congratulate  all  400  or  500  of  you  for  the  accomplishment  and  the 
achievement  of  making  the  American  Olympic  Team  in  1976.  And  on  behalf 
of  all  Americans — 215  million  of  us — good  luck,  and  God  bless  you. 

You  have  worked  hard,  you  have  competed  against  the  very  best,  and  you  have 
earned  the  right  to  represent  the  United  States  in  Montreal  in  a  very  few  days. 
And  let  me  say  that  from  every  indication  I  get,  we  are  going  to  do  darn  well  in 
Montreal. 

As  long  as  I  can  remember,  I  have  been  one  that  read  newspapers,  books, 
magazines,  about  the  American  Olympic  Teams — never  was  a  good  enough 
athlete  to  compete  or  make  the  Olympic  team,  but  it  has  meant  a  lot  to  me 
to  see  the  achievements  and  the  accomplishments  of  the  American  Olympians 
over  the  years. 

A  few  days  ago,  a  good  friend  of  mine  sent  me  a  book  that  is  the  history  of  the 
Olympic  games,  from  the  very  beginning  up  through  1972.  It  is  written,  or 
was  originally,  by  a  great  sportswriter  out  in  California  named  Bill  Henry,  who 
was  a  very  close  and  dear  friend  of  mine,  and  his  daughter  brought  it  up  to 
date  just  a  few  months  ago.  But  this  book  is  filled  with  famous  names.  It  is  filled 
with  individual  achievements  and  team  records.  Willie  Davenport's  name  is 
in  it  for  1968  when  he  was  number  one  in  the  110-meter  high  hurdles. 
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It  is  a  book  that  shows  that  the  United  States  over  the  years  has  done  extremely 
well  in  the  Olympics.  But  as  this  book  also  shows,  every  4  years  the  competi- 
tion gets  tougher  and  tougher,  and  the  problems  more  rugged,  the  individuals 
tougher  to  compete  against. 

But  let  me  say,  in  1976  in  Montreal,  even  though  the  competition  is  going  to 
be  tough  and  rugged,  from  competitors  of  120-some  nations,  as  I  understand  it, 
I  am  confident  that  all  of  these  fine  young  men  and  women  are  going  to  come 
back  with  their  full  share  of  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals.  And  we  will  be 
very  proud  of  them.  If  I  could  give  a  Httle  friendly  advice:  Save  enough  room 
in  your  luggage  to  bring  back  that  loot.  [Laughter] 

You  go,  every  one  of  you,  to  Montreal  with  the  very  best  wishes  of  all  of  the 
American  people.  But  I  think  it  is  significant  that  as  we  entered  this  Bicenten- 
nial there  was  an  inspirational  day  just  a  few  days  ago,  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
when  we  celebrated  our  200th  anniversary.  You  could  feel  it  where  I  went,  in 
Valley  Forge  or  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  and  as  it  was  reported  by  the 
press  nationwide,  the  American  people  seemed  to  have  a  new  spirit. 

I  think  we  recognize  that  over  the  last  10  years  we  have  had  our  moments 
of  division.  We  have  had  some  disharmony.  We  have  been  pessimistic.  But  as 
we  went  from  the  second  century  into  the  third,  all  thoughout  this  country, 
every  one  of  the  50  States,  there  was  a  new  spirit  of  harmony,  of  optimism, 
a  spirit  that  I  think  we  can,  in  all  honesty,  indicate  was  a  rebirth  of  American 
patriotism. 

And  as  every  one  of  you  go  to  compete  in  your  respective  area  of  excellence,  I 
am  absolutely  certain  that  you  will  do  better  because  I  happen  to  think  that  this 
spirit  began  to  emerge  just  last  winter  when  our  Winter  Olympic  Team  was  in 
Innsbruck. 

There  were  some  people  who  surprised  some  of  our  opposition.  They  did 
better  than  they  expected.  And  I  can  tell  you  the  reports  are  that  more  Americans 
watched  the  winter  Olympics  than  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
Why  ?  Because  we  believe  in  you.  We  believe  in  our  country,  and  we  want  you 
to  win,  and  you  are  going  to  win. 

We  will  be  back  in  the  States,  and  you  will  be  up  in  Canada,  but  you  will 
have  a  hometown  support  by  proxy.  You  are  going  to  run,  jump,  shoot,  ride, 
swim,  box,  wrestle,  and  you  are  going  to  have  an  opportunity  to  get  out  there  and 
show  not  only  us  on  television  but  the  other  competitors  that  this  new  American 
spirit  really  means  something.  It  is  the  way  to  kick  off  our  third  century  in  the 
United  States. 

But  let  me  add  another  dimension,  a  thought  that  I  hope  you  will  carry  with 
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you.  You  will  be  competing  against  the  best  from  many,  many  lands.  It  will  be 
a  personal  thrill,  and  I  think  that  is  something  that  will  stimulate  you  to  an  even 
greater  effort. 

And  I  have  had  the  experience  of  talking  to  two  very  good  friends  of  mine 
when  I  was  in  the  Congress — Ralph  Metcalfe,  who  finished  second  in  the  1932 
100  (meter),  finished  third  in  1932  in  the  200  meter,  and  Bob  Mathias,  who  won 
the  decathalon  in  1948  and  1952.  And  they,  on  many  occasions  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  talked  about  what  a  thrill  it  was  personally  to  be  a  winner.  But  each 
and  every  one  of  them  in  their  expressions  to  me  said  they  felt  they  had  a  special 
mission,  and  I  think  this  is  a  broader  opportunity. 

As  you  represent  the  United  States,  you  have  a  unique  responsibility  to  cre- 
ate a  better  understanding  between  the  people  of  America  and  our  neighbors 
around  the  world.  You  have  a  wonderful  opportunity,  as  you  compete,  to  get 
better  acquainted  with  your  opposition.  And  I  can  say  to  you,  you  have  a  tre- 
mendous responsibility  to  serve  the  cause  of  peace  and  hold  high  the  lamp  of 
liberty  which  is  represented  by  the  United  States  of  America. 

All  the  wonderful  people  of  Plattsburgh  and  your  fellow  Americans  know 
that  you  will  bring  to  the  Olympics  the  same  dignity,  the  same  dedication,  the 
same  magic  blend  of  hope  and  talent,  humihty  and  pride,  which  has  character- 
ized American  Olympians  and  made  them  so  successful  and  so  respected  over  the 
years. 

Good  luck,  God  bless  you,  and  as  the  Olympic  motto  suggests,  may  all  of  you 
be  swifter,  higher,  and  stronger.  The  very  best  from  all  of  us. 

note:   The   President  spoke   at   3:48   p.m.   outside  president,  and  Col.  Don  Miller,  executive  director, 

the   New   York    State   University    College    of   Arts  United    States    Olympic    Committee,    Rev.    Roland 

and  Sciences  Field  House  in  Plattsburgh,  N.Y.  In  St.  Pierre,  mayor  of  Plattsburgh,  and  Willie  Daven- 

his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Phillip  Krumm,  port,  U.S.  Olympic  Team  track  and  field  coach. 
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Memorandum  on  the  Annual  Report  on  Federal  Executive 
Boards.     July  12,  1976 

[Dated  July  9,  1976.    Released  July  12,  1976] 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

In  1975,  Federal  Executive  Boards  again  proved  their  ability  to  strengthen 
communication  and  facilitate  coordination  v^ithin  the  Federal  community  and 
v^ith  citizens  in  the  25  major  metropolitan  areas  they  serve.  The  attached  An- 
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nual  Report  provides  a  sampling  of  some  of  the  many  activities  undertaken  by 
Federal  Executive  Boards.  Primary  areas  of  emphasis  in  1975  v^ere  minority 
business  enterprises,  energy  conservation,  assistance  for  the  elderly,  productivity 
improvement,  and  personnel  management. 

During  the  Bicentennial  Year  of  1976, 1  am  confident  that  Federal  Executive 
Boards  will  play  a  major  part  in  helping  restore  public  confidence  in  the  insti- 
tution of  government.  The  American  people  are  demanding  arid  properly 
deserve  greater  efficiency,  responsiveness,  and  economy  in  government  opera- 
tions. Federal  Executive  Boards  can  assist  in  reducing  the  rigidity  and  com- 
plexity of  government  by  promoting  cooperation,  sharing  ideas,  and  pooling 
experience  and  resources. 

Please  reinforce  among  your  senior  officials  in  the  field  the  need  for  their  re- 
dedication  of  commitment  to  and  support  of  Federal  Executive  Board  activities. 
Top  level  involvement  is  important  if  Federal  Executive  Boards  are  to  continue 
their  role  in  fostering  better  communication  and  coordination.  Moreover,  active 
participation  at  all  levels  is  essential  if  Federal  Executive  Boards  are  to  assist 
in  improving  the  effectiveness  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  field. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "Federal  Executive  of  the  President,  Office  of  Management  and 
Boards,  1975,  14th  Annual  Report — Executive  Office       Budget"  (23  pp.  plus  appendixes). 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Airport  and  Airway  Development 
Act  Amendments  of  1976.     July  12,  191 G 

Secretary  Coleman,  distinguished  Members  of  Congress,  and  distinguished 
guests: 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  participate  in  this  signing  ceremony  this  morning.  I 
am  signing  into  law  the  Airport  and  Airway  Development  Act  [Amendments] 
of  1976,  which  will  provide  sufficient  funds  in  the  next  4  years  to  keep  America 
on  the  move. 

The  Airport  and  Airway  Development  Act  of  1976  will  make  possible  the  con- 
tinuing modernization  of  our  airways,  airports,  and  related  facilities  in  com- 
munities throughout  the  50  States.  This  legislation  will  give  to  the  various 
departments  increased  flexibility  to  local  authorities  in  the  management  and 
the  development  of  the  airport  facilities  and  in  starting  to  solve  the  airport  noise 
problem.  It  will  make  possible  thousands  of  jobs  in  aviation-related  activities. 
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Significantly,  this  act  will  combat  inflation  because  the  funding  for  these 
airport  and  airway  improvements  will  come  from  the  users  of  the  airways  and 
the  airport  facilities — the  users  of  aviation.  Moreover,  for  the  first  time  since 
1971,  maintenance  of  the  air  navigation  systems  will  be  funded  in  part  out  of 
the  airport  trust  fund.  In  a  sense,  this  is  a  "pay-as-you-fly"  program. 

Appropriately,  the  Airport  and  Airway  Development  Act  of  1976  coincides 
with  the  50th  anniversary  of  scheduled  air  transportation  in  the  United  States. 
Secretary  of  Transportation  Coleman  and  Federal  Aviation  Administrator 
McLucas,  working  closely  with  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  and  with 
the  participation  of  the  entire  aviation  community,  have  brought  forward  a 
measure  which  will  assure  continued  U.S.  leadership  in  technology,  efficiency, 
and  safety  of  air  transportation. 

This  farsighted  and  cooperative  effort  will  assure  that  our  country  continues 
to  benefit  from  the  world's  best  aviation  system.  And  I  congratulate  all  the 
parties  that  had  a  part  in  this  significant  progress  in  the  field  of  aviation.  So,  it 
is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  do  sign  this  bill  and  again  congratulate  all  who  had 
a  part  in  it. 

note:    The   President   spoke    at    11:10    a.m.    at    a  As  enacted,  the  bill   (H.R.  9771)   is  Public  Law 

ceremony  in  the  East  Garden  at  the  White  House.        94-353  (90  Stat.  871). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Airport  and  Airway  Development 
Act  Amendments  of  1976.     July  12, 1976 

I  AM  signing  today  a  bill,  H.R.  9771,  which  authorizes  funds  over  a  5-year  period 
for  the  extension  of  the  Airport  Development  Aid  Program  and  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  Federal  programs  pertaining  to  the  operation  and  improvement  of 
the  Nation's  airway  system.  This  bill,  although  falling  short  of  my  recommenda- 
tions in  several  respects,  will  provide  the  basis  for  a  number  of  important 
improvements  in  the  operation  of  the  airport  and  airway  system. 

First,  the  long-term  extension  of  funding  authorizations,  while  more  than 
this  administration  recommended,  is  funded  from  user  taxes  and  will  permit  us 
to  achieve  substantial  progress  in  the  development  of  our  Nation's  public  air- 
ports. In  addition  to  supporting  projects  which  will  provide  greater  efficiency 
and  safety  in  the  operation  of  aircraft  at  these  airports,  the  bill  will  permit  the 
application  of  Federal  assistance  to  projects  which  will  enhance  the  ability  of  air- 
port terminals  to  provide  a  smooth  flow  of  traffic. 
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Second,  the  bill  permits  for  the  first  time  in  nearly  5  years  the  use  of  moneys 
in  the  Airport  and  Airway  Trust  Fund  for  defraying  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Department  of  Transportation  in  maintaining  air  navigation  facilities,  although 
it  unwisely  makes  the  amount  of  funds  available  for  maintenance  dependent  on 
the  amount  of  funds  obligated  for  airport  development  purposes.  This  provision 
is  most  important  from  the  standpoint  of  equity  to  the  general  taxpayer,  and  I 
am  especially  pleased  that  the  Congress  agreed  to  its  inclusion  in  the  bill.  I  con- 
tinue to  believe  that  the  users  of  the  airport  and  airway  system  who  derive  special 
benefits  from  the  system  should  contribute  a  fair  share  to  the  payment  of  system 
costs. 

Third,  the  bill  will  permit  us  to  make  important  progress  in  our  efforts  to 
shift  to  the  State  and  local  level  governmental  functions  which  can  be  carried 
out  by  State  and  local  governments  more  efficiently  and  with  greater  sensitivity 
to  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  people  they  serve.  Under  the  amendments  con- 
tained in  this  bill,  recipients  of  grants  for  airport  development  will  be  afforded 
greater  flexibility  in  managing  their  affairs  and  also  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  take  on  greater  responsibility  with  respect  to  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the 
statute. 

H.R.  9771  also  contains  some  undesirable  provisions: 

— It  would  shift  from  the  airlines  to  the  Federal  Government  the  cost  of 
inspectional  services  provided  to  aircraft  arriving  in  the  United  States  on 
Sundays  and  holidays.  As  long  as  the  Congress  continues  to  mandate  that  the 
inspectors  be  paid  at  overtime  rates  for  such  work,  I  believe  the  airlines  should 
continue  to  pay  for  the  special  services  they  receive. 

— It  would  also  unnecessarily  increase  the  Federal  share  of  the  cost  of  projects 
at  general  aviation  airports. 

I  am  asking  the  affected  agencies  to  determine  whether  corrective  legislation 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Congress  on  these  provisions. 

Despite  these  questionable  provisions,  this  bill  is  generally  consistent  with 
the  policy  directions  of  my  administration  and  will  help  to  assure  an  improved 
aviation  system  for  all  our  citizens. 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Exchange 
Club.     July  12,  1976 

Thanks  you  very,  very  much,  ]ac\,  Lee  Wells,  distinguished  guests,  fellow 
Exchangeites,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I'm  deeply  grateful.  Jack,  for  your  very  kind  introduction.  It's  really  a  great 
thrill  and  a  wonderful  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  a  fevv^  v^ords 
at  your  58th  annual  convention  here  in  Washington,  D.C.  And  I  congratulate 
you.  Jack,  on  your  year  of  service  as  national  president  of  the  Exchange  Clubs — 
as  you've  called  it,  "a  duty  to  destiny."  Congratulations. 

I  also  congratulate  your  president-elect,  Leaborne  Eads,  v^ho  v^as  chosen, 
as  I  understand  it,  for  his  motto  of  the  year:  "the  challenge  of  achievement." 

A  fine  example  of  that  challenge  is  the  record  of  your  1976  National  Youth 
of  the  Year,  David  H.  Daniel.  Obviously,  his  school,  his  community,  and  his 
parents — v\^ho  I  understand  are  here  tonight — are  mighty  proud  of  his  accom- 
plishments and  achievements.  And  may  I  say  to  you,  David,  congratulations 
from  me  and  all  of  those  here  tonight. 

Jack  sort  of  stole  part  of  my  speech — [laughter] — because  I  look  back  a  good 
many  years  ago  w^hen  I  had  the  great  privilege  of  going  w^ith  my  father  to  the 
Exchange  Club  father-and-son  banquets  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  That 
was  the  third  Exchange  Club,  as  I  understand  it,  in  the  entire  United  States. 
Dad  and  I  used  to  go,  or  he  used  to  take  me,  and  I  can  vividly  recall  those 
experiences.  They  were  great  then,  and  I  hope  you  continue  them  now.  And 
may  I  say,  they  are  not  unconstitutional;  they  are  not  illegal;  they  are  pretty 
wholesome,  I  think.  I  learned  a  lot,  and  I  got  a  great  deal  from  the  opportunities 
of  friendship  and  service.  They  brought  me  a  lot  closer  to  my  father,  and  I 
don't  think  my  mother  objected  very  much,  either. 

I  also  enjoyed  the  opportunities  of  going  to  a  number  of  father-and-son 
banquets  with  our  own  sons — Mike,  Jack,  and  Steve — and  I  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  of  attending  a  father-and-daughter  banquet  with  our  daughter, 
Susan.  And  let  me  assure  you,  we  aren't  going  to  stop  them  if  I  have  anything 
to  say  about  it. 

Last  Sunday  and  Monday — our  great  200th  birthday — those  were  two  of  the 
most  memorable  days  in  my  entire  lifetime.  I  was  fortunate.  I  went  to  celebra- 
tions in  five  historic  places — Valley  Forge,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  New 
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York,  and  Monticello.  I  could  feel  a  spirit  of  renewal,  a  spirit  that  took  hold 
across  our  entire  country.  That  spirit  will  be  remembered. 

There  was  apprehension  on  the  part  of  some  that  this  Independence  Day 
would  fizzle  or  maybe  explode.  Some  thought  it  would  be  an  occasion  for  some 
hollow  self-congratulation,  or  cheapened  by  commercialism — a  Bicentennial 
bought  or  sold.  Still  others,  remembering  a  past  decade  of  discord,  feared  the  day 
would  demonstrate  national  divisiveness  rather  than  national  unity. 

The  fears  proved  groundless — I  had  a  feeling  they  would  from  an  experience 
that  I  had  about  a  year  ago  at  the  very  first  Bicentennial  event.  I  went  to  the  great 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  participated  in  some  of  the  early  Bicentennial  experi- 
ences. I  watched  and  saw  the  faces  of  people  who  lined  the  roads  from  Lexing- 
ton to  Concord.  I  could  see  our  great  celebration  would  be  a  success,  as  it  turned 
out  to  be. 

Americans  enjoyed  their  national  birthday  party.  It  renewed  our  sense  of  pur- 
pose. A  great  tide  of  rejoicing  washed  across  the  land,  removing  past  discords. 
Americans  felt  proud — a  pride  some  thought  we  had  forgotten. 

That  feeling  was  summed  up  in  the  words  of  one  American  who  was  inter- 
viewed as  he  watched  the  fireworks  at  the  Washington  Monument  last  Sunday. 
He  said,  "It  gave  me  a  feeUng  of  how  great  this  country  is,  how  beautiful  the 
people  are." 

Americans  realized  once  again  what  America  is.  From  the  Fourth  of  July 
weekend,  I  felt  a  new  optimism,  a  new  era  of  good  feeling  in  America.  And  as 
I  watched  the  television  and  heard  the  radio  and  read  the  newspapers,  not  just 
in  the  places  I  visited  but  everywhere  in  this  country,  the  same  feeling  prevailed. 
The  pageantry  and  the  fireworks  did  not  create  those  feelings,  they  merely  pro- 
vided the  spark  for  a  spirit  that  was  always  there  waiting  to  be  rekindled.  It 
blazed  across  the  country  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  every  American  felt  it. 

The  day  has  gone,  but  the  spirit  remains.  While  it  still  burns  brighriy,  while  it 
is  still  there,  let's  do  something  about  it.  We've  got  plenty  to  do. 

In  our  third  century,  we  must  increase  the  freedom  and  the  opportunity  for  all 
Americans.  We  must  conquer  disease,  unlock  the  secrets  of  the  Earth  and  the 
universe,  make  our  people  secure  in  their  jobs,  on  their  streets,  and  in  a  peaceful 
world. 

Local  activities  and  service  programs  are  one  way  to  focus  our  national  en- 
ergy on  these  great  challenges. 

The  National  Exchange  Clubs  have  fostered  such  activities  for  over  65  years. 
Your  projects  are  of  national  importance,  and  they  are  selected  and  carried  out 
by  local  people  sensitive  to  the  special  needs  of  the  individual  communities. 
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Neighborhoods  and  churches,  schools  and  civic  groups  can  keep  America  as 
proud  and  active  every  day  as  it  w^as  on  the  last  Fourth  of  July. 

You  can  maintain  America's  renewed  confidence  in  itself.  Your  projects  v^ill 
bring  Americans  together.  You  can  give  some  real  meaning  to  your  motto  by 
making  this  time  of  national  rebirth  an  era  of  unity  for  service. 

Our  Government  should  be  a  focal  point  for  national  pride.  It  must  nurture 
the  energy  and  the  spirit  that  w^e  saw^  on  the  Fourth  of  July  for  the  good  of  all. 
Governmental  powder  must  be  used  w^isely,  cautiously,  constructively.  It  can  only 
work  if  every  government  official,  elected  or  appointed,  is  a  model  of  personal 
integrity. 

We  can  all  aspire  to  achieve  that  goal  set  by  George  Washington  at  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  when  he  said,  and  I  quote,  "Let  us  raise  a  standard  to  which 
the  wise  and  honest  can  repair.  The  rest  is  in  the  hands  of  God." 

In  this  way,  with  this  new  spirit,  with  this  new  energy,  with  this  new  dedica- 
tion, with  this  greater  vision,  we  will  sustain  not  only  just  the  spirit  of  a  single 
historic  weekend,  but  the  spirit  of  two  centuries  which  will  give  us  the  impetus 
to  move  to  a  greater  century,  so  we  can  celebrate  for  our  Tricentennial  an  even 
greater  American  birthday  party. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The   President  spoke   at   9:49   p.m.   in   the       going  national  president,  and  Lee  Wells,  executive 
Sheraton  Hall  at  the  Sheraton  Park  Hotel.  In  his       secretary,  National  Exchange  Club, 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Jack  A.  Pirrie,  out- 
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Remarks  Following  a  Meeting  With  Law  Enforcement  Ofiicials 
on  the  Successful  Completion  of  Two  Undercover  Operations. 
July  13,  1976 

YOU  CAN  see  I  am  in  good  hands  with  all  of  these  outstanding  law  enforce- 
ment officers.  I  asked  them  to  come  in  because  I  wanted  the  American  people 
to  know  that  their  President  fully  supported  the  combined  efforts  of  law  enforce- 
ment officers,  both  the  Federal  as  well  as  local,  in  trying  to  protect  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  American  people. 

And  these  two  operations  which  were  conducted  with  the  combined  efforts 
of  a  number  of  Federal  and  local  agencies  is  a  clear  indication  of  what  can  be 
done.  I  congratulate  and  compliment  the  individuals  involved  and  the  various 
departments.  They  conducted  these  operations  under  very  difficult  circumstances, 
but  they  set  an  example.  They  were  jfinanced  with  the  help  and  assistance  of 
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the  law  enforcement  assistance  funding  and  agency  [Law  Enforcement  Assist- 
ance Administration],  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  their  example  here  will  be  an 
example  for  other  law  enforcement  officers  around  the  country. 

What  we  have  to  do  is  to  give  to  these  outstanding  departments  and  the 
individuals  more  tools  to  work  with.  I  have  submitted,  as  I  think  they  know 
and  you  know,  additional  legislation  to  Congress  to  make  it  more  difficult  for 
those  who  break  the  law  to  continue  to  be  free  and  to  carry  out  their  criminal 
activities. 

We  have,  I  think,  one  objective — to  protect  the  innocent  victim  from  those 
who  break  the  law.  And  these  individuals  who  you  see  here  have  done  two 
fine  jobs  and  should  be  a  warning  to  the  criminals  throughout  this  country. 

I  wish  to  congratulate  Chief  Cullinane  and  Nick  Stames,  from  the  FBI,  and 
the  other  Federal  agencies  that  worked  with  them.  If  we  can  get  the  Congress 
to  move  on  some  of  this  legislation,  they  will  have  better  tools  to  work  with 
as  they  carry  out  their  responsibilities  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  Wash- 
ington metropolitan  area.  And  law  enforcement  officers  around  the  country 
will  have  better  tools  to  do  their  job  with  the  protection  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
I  want  to  thank  the  Chief  and  Nick  and  all  of  those  associated  with  them. 

Chief  Cullinane.  Mr.  President,  it  is  very  gracious  of  you  to  take  time  from 
your  busy  schedule  to  be  with  us.  So,  on  behalf  of  the  men  and  the  women 
in  our  undercover  operations,  I  would  just  like  to  present  this  small  token 
not  only  of  the  esteem  that  we  hold  you  in  but  also  the  appreciation  that  we 
have  for  your  support. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  Chief. 

I  think  it's  a  remarkable  record.  They  recovered  some  $3^2  million  in 
property.  They  were  able  to  arrest  or  to  bring  before  the  court  some  300 
individuals.  And  the  net  result  is  that  they  have  set  an  outstanding  example 
of  what  law  enforcement  officers  can  do.  But  I  say  again,  they  need  more  and 
better  tools  to  work  with,  and  that's  the  kind  of  legislation  I  hope  the  Congress 
will  pass. 

May  I  look  at  this  ?  Oh,  say!  I  am  not  sure  I  could  qualify  with  all  the  physical 
requirements  that  these  people  have,  but  I  do  thank  you  very,  very  much,  Chief. 
This  will  be  proudly  exhibited  in  the  Oval  Office. 

I  express  my  appreciation  to  all  of  you.  Thank  you  very  much,  Nick. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:45   a.m.  on  the  took  part  in  two  undercover  operations  known  as 

North  Lawn  at  the  White  House  after  meeting  in  "P.F.F.,  Inc."   (Police-FBI  Fencing,  Incognito)   and 

the  Cabinet  Room  with  Maurice  J.  Cullinane,  Dis-  "G.Y.A."  (Got  Ya  Again). 

trict  of   Columbia  Police   Chief,   Nick   F.   Stames,  Chief  Cullinane  presented  the  President  with  an 

FBI  Special  Agent  in  Charge,  and  several  District  honorary  Bicentennial  Metropolitan  Police  badge, 
of  Columbia  police  officers  and  Federal  agents  who 
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Remarks  to  Participants  in  the  1975-76  American  Field 
Service  International  Scholarships  Program.     July  13,  1976 

Dr.  Rhinesmith,  our  very  welcome  and  special  guests  from  foreign  lands,  and 
American  students,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  extend  to  each  and  every  one  of  you,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ford  and 
myself,  a  very  w^arm  v^elcome  here  at  the  White  House  this  afternoon.  It  is  a 
special  privilege  for  me  to  see  so  many  happy  faces  and  to  w^elcome  so  many 
wonderful  people  here  at  the  White  House  in  our  Nation's  Capital. 

The  American  Field  Service  deserves  congratulations  for  bringing  all  of  you, 
the  representatives  of  62  nations,  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  year  to 
study,  to  see  w^hat  life  in  America  is  really  all  about.  American  Field  Service 
has  devoted  over  25  years  to  building  a  netw^ork  of  international  communica- 
tion and  cooperation  at  a  very  personal  level. 

We  must  remember  that  many  thousands  of  host  families  and  community 
volunteers  make  this  program  and  others  like  it  possible  in  the  United  States 
of  America.  Their  dedicated  support  springs  from  the  very  best  traditions  of 
American  generosity  and  international  idealism. 

You  have  seen  through  personal  experience  how^  this  w^ay  of  sharing  life 
can  promote  harmony  among  people  of  different  traditions  and  different  cul- 
tures. The  spirit  of  seeking  understanding  through  personal  contact  with  people 
of  other  nations  and  other  cultures  deserves  the  respect  and  support  of  all. 

It  is  a  work  that  goes  on  in  many  ways  through  private  efforts  in  ongoing 
government-supported  programs  of  educational  and  cultural  exchange.  In 
1959  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  talked  to  an  earlier  group  of  students  visiting  our 
country  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Field  Service,  and  he  said,  at  that 
time,  he  felt  nothing  could  improve  the  program  more  than  to  multiply  its 
numbers. 

On  that  July  afternoon.  President  Eisenhower  spoke  to  approximately  1,100 
students.  Today,  your  group  numbers  2,700  or  more  students  and,  more  impor- 
tantly, an  equal  number  of  American  young  people  whose  homes  and  family  life 
that  each  of  you  have  experienced.  I  am  positive  that  you  will  agree  that  the  best 
hope  of  making  the  world  a  better,  more  peaceful  place  is  to  seek  even  greater 
exchanges  of  persons  of  different  backgrounds  and  different  nationalities. 

There  are  many  compelling  reasons  for  this  program,  which  brings  you  to 
the  United  States  and  brings  American  students  to  countries  around  the  world. 
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The  exchanges  are  educational.  By  Uving  here,  you  grow  to  understand  us  and 
we  learn  to  understand  you.  False  impressions  are  corrected.  In  a  very  real  sense 
they  help  to  relax  international  tensions.  They  are  enjoyable  for  all  concerned. 
The  best  reason  for  you  being  here  is  the  promise  that  you  represent  as  the  future 
leaders  of  each  of  your  countries,  and  I  know  that  you  will. 

Over  the  years,  while  I  was  in  the  Congress  and  while  I  was  Vice  President 
and  while  I  have  been  President,  I  have  had  the  great  pleasure  of  visiting  many 
of  the  countries  that  you  represent.  In  each  of  those  countries,  I  have  met  men 
and  women  in  positions  of  high  leadership  who  have  experienced  American  life 
through  the  American  Field  Service  program.  And  I  expect  you  to  do  the  same. 

Here  at  home  in  the  United  States,  in  our  Congress,  in  our  statehouses,  in  the 
State  legislatures,  in  local  government,  I  met  many,  many  young  men  and 
women  now  serving  our  country  who  have  lived  abroad  under  the  auspices 
of  the  American  Field  Service.  The  result  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  the  de- 
velopment and  fostering  of  an  increased  awareness  of  our  interdependence. 

As  we  in  America  enter  our  third  century  as  a  free  nation,  we  are  ever 
cognizant  of  America's  leadership  responsibilities  in  global  affairs.  We,  in  the 
United  States,  are  totally  committed  to  the  cause  of  cooperation  on  an  equal  basis 
between  all  nations,  whatever  their  stage  of  development.  The  United  States 
bears  a  heavy,  heavy  responsibility  to  promote  the  stability  upon  which  freedom 
and  peace  depends.  Therefore,  we  must  provide  you  and  young  people  every- 
where the  hope  of  a  better  future  by  mastering  the  great  economic  and  social 
problems — the  social  and  economic  challenges  of  building  a  new,  equitable,  and 
productive  relationship  among  all  nations. 

The  problems  faced  by  each  of  our  countries  have  never  been  more  inter- 
related. We  must  unite  in  understanding  that  our  greatest  concerns  cannot  be 
resolved  by  hasty  actions  aimed  at  short-term  solutions.  Instead,  we  have,  and  we 
will  continue  to  follow,  a  sure  and  steady  course  aimed  at  producing  and  pro- 
viding long-range  answers  in  dealing  with  such  vital  concerns  as  the  economy, 
the  environment,  energy,  population  growth,  and  arms  reduction. 

You  have  visited  us  here  in  America  as  we  celebrate  our  Nation's  200th  birth- 
day. You  have  seen  the  fireworks,  you  have  listened  to  the  patriotic  speeches, 
you  have  watched  the  parades  and  looked  on  as  we  all  considered  the  mean- 
ing and  the  significance  of  our  two  centuries  of  independence. 

But,  fortunately,  you  have  seen  much  more  than  displays  and  bell  ringing. 
You  have  seen  a  more  important  display — the  reaffirmation  of  the  traditional 
American  spirit  of  unity  and  solidarity.  We  have  rediscovered  that  America  has 
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inherited  a  great,  great  trust.  The  founding  of  our  Nation  was  an  act  of  faith,  a 
promise  to  Americans  and  to  the  entire  world. 

The  commemoration  of  our  Bicentennial  proved  that  people  can  govern  them- 
selves, that  they  can  live  in  freedom  with  equal  rights,  that  they  can  respect  the 
rights  of  others.  A  great  French  philosopher  once  said,  "Once  you  declare  for 
justice,  you  have  declared  an  unending  revolution."  By  living  among  us  at  the 
time  of  America's  Bicentennial,  you  have  participated  in  the  reaffirmation  of 
our  pride  and  in  our  confidence  that  our  unending  revolution  has  just  begun. 
We  live  in  an  age  where  an  awareness  of  mankind's  common  humanity  among 
and  within  nations  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

As  you  return  to  your  homelands,  I  know  you  will  carry  with  you  an  expres- 
sion of  our  hope  that  the  friendship  and  love  that  has  grown  between  you  and 
your  American  hosts  will  continue  to  flourish,  that  we  will  be  bound  together  by 
our  appreciation  of  the  high  values  of  personal  liberty,  freedom,  and  dignity. 

Working  together,  all  of  us — all  5,000-plus  of  you  and  millions  and  millions 
of  people  all  over  this  great  globe — by  doing  what  we  know  is  right  and  work- 
ing with  one  another,  let  us  light  the  way  to  a  new  century  of  peace  and  freedom 
for  all  mankind. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:25  p.m.  on  the  remarks,  he  referred  to  Dr.  Steven  Rhinesmith, 
South  Grounds  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening       president  of  the  American  Field  Service. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Horse  Protection  Act 
Amendments  of  1976.     July  14,  1976 

I  HAVE  approved  S.  811,  w^hich  provides  amendments  to  the  Horse  Protection 
Act  of  1970.  This  act  is  intended  to  ban  the  clearly  inhumane  practice  of  inten- 
tionally injuring  the  limbs  and  hoofs  of  horses  in  order  to  induce  the  highstep- 
ping  gait  looked  for  in  certain  horse  show  events. 

The  amendments  contained  in  S.  811  strengthen  the  act  in  some  respects.  Un- 
fortunately, how^ever,  the  approach  that  the  Congress  continues  to  take  to  eradi- 
cate this  heinous  practice  fails  to  comprehend  the  real  problem. 

The  practice  exists,  quite  simply,  because  its  perpetrators  can  make  a  profit 
in  the  horse  show^  circuit  by  short-cutting  the  careful  breeding  and  patient 
training  techniques  which  are  normally  required  to  produce  high  quality  show 
prospects.  Until  the  management  of  public  horse  shows  and  sales  assumes — 
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or  is  forced  by  law  to  assume — the  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  these  cruelties 
are  not  being  practiced  upon  those  horses  taking  part  in  their  sponsored  events, 
real  reform  will  be  assured. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  urged  the  Congress  to  place  the  onus  on  the 
industry  where  it  belongs,  rather  than  upon  Federal  regulators.  The  proposal 
would  have  required  that  the  management  of  every  show  put  in  place  an  inspec- 
tion system — using  independent,  qualified  inspectors — under  penalty  of  law. 
The  Department  could  then  monitor  the  industry  to  ensure  that  the  system  oper- 
ated properly.  However,  the  Congress — in  a  mistaken  belief  that  the  addition  of 
more  Federal  enforcement  officials  will  solve  the  problem — has  ignored  the 
real  problem  and  simply  authorized  more  money  and  stiffened  penalties. 

I  continue  to  be  committed  to  achieving  meaningful  reform  by  compelling 
this  industry  to  police  itself  properly.  To  that  end  I  pledge  cooperation  with  the 
Congress  in  seeking  continued  improvements  in  the  law  which  will  place  the 
primary  responsibility  for  enforcement  with  the  industry  itself. 

note;  As  enacted,  S.  811,  approved  July  13,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-360  (90  Stat.  915). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Department  of  Defense 
Appropriation  Authorization  Act,  1977.     July  14,  1976 

TODAY  I  have  signed  into  law  legislation  authorizing  fiscal  year  1977  appro- 
priations of  $32.5  billion  for  procurement  and  for  research  and  development 
programs  for  the  Department  of  Defense.  While  this  authorization  provides  for 
many  defense  activities  essential  for  our  national  security,  the  bill  still  has  a 
number  of  deficiencies. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  this  is  the  first  defense  authorization  bill  in  many  years 
to  be  passed  by  the  Congress  in  time  to  become  law  before  the  start  of  the  fiscal 
year.  I  commend  the  Congress  for  their  expeditious  action  which,  by  helping 
us  to  maintain  the  continuity  of  defense  management  activities,  assists  us  in  our 
efforts  to  improve  defense  management  practices. 

My  FY  1977  total  budget  request  for  national  defense  is  $115  billion — as  it 
must  be,  given  the  adverse  trends  which  have  developed  as  a  result  of  congres- 
sional cuts  in  U.S.  military  expenditures.  The  Congress  must  cooperate  if  we 
are  to  be  able  to  successfully  arrest  these  trends  in  order  to  assure  our  own 
security  and,  in  a  real  sense,  peace  and  stability  in  the  world. 

In  important  respects,  however.  Congress  has  not  faced  up  to  the  challenge. 
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First,  Congress  has  not  approved  a  number  of  essential  defense  programs. 
Second,  Congress  has  added  funds  to  the  FY  1977  budget  for  programs  which 
are  not  needed  in  FY  1977.  Finally,  Congress  has  not  yet  acted  upon  certain  of 
my  legislative  proposals  vi^hich  are  necessary  to  permit  the  Defense  Department 
to  restrain  manpow^er  cost  growth,  reduce  waste  and  inefficiency,  and  to  achieve 
economies.  These  three  areas  require  remedial  action  by  the  Congress. 

Programs  Not  Approved 

Shipbuilding,  Congress  has  failed  to  authorize  $1.7  billion  requested  for 
new  ship  programs  that  are  needed  to  strengthen  our  maritime  capabilities  and 
assure  freedom  of  the  seas.  In  particular,  they  have  denied  funds  for  the  lead 
ships  for  two  essential  production  programs — the  nuclear  strike  cruiser  and  the 
conventionally-powered  Aegis  destroyer — and  for  four  modern  frigates.  The 
FY  1977  program  was  proposed  as  the  first  step  of  a  sustained  effort  to  assure 
that  the  United  States,  along  with  its  allies,  can  maintain  maritime  defense, 
deterrence,  and  freedom  of  the  seas.  I  plan  to  resubmit  budget  requests  for 
FY  1977  to  cover  these  essential  shipbuilding  programs. 

Other  Programs,  Congress  has  also  failed  to  authorize  nearly  $900  million 
requested  for  other  defense  procurement  and  research  and  development  pro- 
grams. As  with  the  shipbuilding  program,  I  will  resubmit  the  requests  needed 
to  meet  our  minimum  national  security  requirements. 

Programs  Not  Needed  in  FY  1977 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Congress  disapproved  several  programs  which  are 
vital  for  our  national  security,  they  added  over  $1  billion  to  the  original  budget 
request  for  items  for  which  I  did  not  request  funds  in  FY  1977.  For  example, 
Congress  added: 

•  A  fourth  attack  submarine  (357  miUion)  for  which  funds  cannot  be  used 
in  FY  1977  owing  to  shipyard  capacity  limitations. 

•  Conversion  of  the  cruiser  Long  Beach  ($371  million)  which  can  be  readily 
postponed. 

•  Six  Navy  A-6E  attack  aircraft  {%66  million),  which  are  not  a  high  priority, 
particularly  at  the  uneconomical  production  rate  of  six  per  year  proposed  by 
the  Congress. 

•  Repair  and  modernization  of  the  cruiser  Belknap  ($213  million)  damaged 
in  a  collision,  for  which  funds  should  have  been  authorized  prior  to  FY  1977. 

I  propose  that  Congress  delete  the  funds  for  these  programs  in  FY  1977, 
and  authorize  funds  for  repair  of  the  Belknap  in  the  current  transition  quarter. 
If  the  Congress  does  not  act  favorably  on  this  request,  then  funds  have  to  be 
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added  on  top  of  the  FY  1977  defense  budget  in  order  to  avoid  forcing  out  essential 
defense  activities. 

Defense  Management  Economies 

Finally,  Congress  has  not  enacted  certain  legislative  proposals  necessary  to 
permit  the  Department  of  Defense  to  restrain  manpower  cost  growth  and  to 
achieve  other  essential  economies. 

As  estimated  last  January,  the  potential  savings  in  defense  made  possible 
by  my  proposals  total  over  $3  billion  in  FY  1977  and  $23  billion  over  the  5-year 
period  FY  1977-1981.  About  half  of  these  savings  can  be  achieved  through 
administrative  action  by  the  President  and  are  being  implemented.  The  remain- 
ing initiatives,  however,  require  action  by  the  Congress. 

When  submitting  the  budget  request  last  January,  I  explained  that  if  the  Con- 
gress did  not  pass  the  needed  legislation  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
budget  request  later  in  the  year.  I  am  pleased  that  some  of  the  manpower  initia- 
tives falling  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  Armed  Services  Committees — 
which  produced  this  authorization  bill — were  well  received.  The  Post  Office  and 
Civil  Service  Committees,  however,  have  been  reluctant  to  act  on  the  critical 
legislation  needed  to  save  over  $400  million  in  FY  1977  and  over  $6  billion  over 
the  5-year  period  FY  1977-1981.  Specific  proposals  within  their  jurisdiction 
include:  (1)  reform  of  the  Wage  Board  System  which,  through  its  current  sys- 
tem for  calculating  pay  raises,  now  overpays  blue  collar  civilian  employees;  (2) 
elimination  of  the  excessive  1-percent  kicker  in  retired  pay  adjustments  for 
civilians;  and  (3)  elimination  of  dual  compensation  for  reservists  who  are  also 
Federal  employees. 

Furthermore,  the  Armed  Services  Committees  have  yet  to  enact  legislation 
permitting  the  sale  in  FY  1977  of  nearly  $750  million  worth  of  commodities  no 
longer  needed  in  the  strategic  stockpile.  The  receipts  from  these  sales  would  be 
an  offset  in  the  national  defense  budget,  and  without  them  the  budget  ceiling  for 
defense  expenditures  must  be  increased  accordingly. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  cutting  waste  in  defense  spending.  Without 
action  by  the  Congress  these  economies  cannot  be  achieved.  Here  is  the  oppo- 
portunity  to  act. 

These  remaining  actions  to  provide  for  greater  efficiencies  in  the  defense 
budget  should  be  approved.  Because  Congress  apparently  is  indifferent  to  them, 
however,  I  have  decided  reluctantly  to  forward  budget  requests  to  cover  the 
needed  amounts.  Failure  by  Congress  either  to  enact  legislation  permitting  the 
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economy  measures  or  to  provide  the  additional  funds  necessary  would  mean  a 
severely  unbalanced  defense  program,  which  would  be  unacceptable. 

I  am  determined  that  the  U.S.  national  security  be  fully  adequate.  It  is  up  to 
the  Congress  to  act  promptly  to  provide  the  necessary  funds. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  12438),  approved  July  14,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-361  (90  Stat.  923). 
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Remarks  of  Welcome  to  Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt  of 
the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany.     July  13,  1976 

Mr.  Chancellor,  Mrs.  Schmidt,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  dehghted  to  welcome  back  to  Washington  a  very  steadfast  ally,  distin- 
guished statesman,  and  an  esteemed  personal  friend.  Mr.  Chancellor,  the  Fed- 
eral Republic  of  Germany  honors  us  through  your  presence  in  Washington  as 
we  celebrate  our  200th  anniversary  of  our  independence. 

Throughout  the  United  States  the  Bicentennial  celebrations  of  1976  have  re- 
kindled our  traditional  optimism,  strengthened  our  national  unity  and  our  pride 
as  a  people,  and  generated  a  new  spirit  of  confidence  and  inspiration  as  we  look 
to  the  challenges  of  America's  third  century. 

Mr.  Chancellor,  as  the  American  adventure  continues  to  unfold  for  us,  we  are 
ever  more  mindful  that  we  live  in  an  interdependent  world.  Accordingly,  we  at- 
tach the  greatest  importance  to  our  international  responsibilities.  The  United 
States  takes  immense  satisfaction  in  having  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
a  true  friend  and  ally  who  shares  our  deep  commitment  to  liberty,  democracy, 
and  human  freedom. 

Just  30  years  ago,  the  world  had  witnessed  the  development  in  Germany  of  a 
democratic  state  which  stands  as  a  model  of  stability,  social  justice,  and  economic 
well-being.  Americans  admire  the  achievements  of  the  Federal  Republic  and  the 
vital  role  that  you  play  within  the  Atlantic  Alliance. 

The  close  ties  between  our  countries  have  this  year  been  dramatically  reaf- 
firmed. On  behalf  of  the  American  people,  let  me  express  to  you,  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor, our  heartfelt  appreciation  for  the  Federal  Republic's  generous  participation 
in  our  Bicentennial  anniversary.  We  are  especially  honored  that  over  4,000 
events  devoted  to  America's  Bicentennial  are  being  held  in  the  Federal  Republic 
this  year. 

The  Federal  Republic  has  given  exceptional  Bicentennial  gifts  to  several 
American  institutions.  Among  them  is  your  establishment  of  the  Albert  Einstein 
Spacearium  of  the  Smithsonian's  Air  and  Space  Museum,  which  you  will 
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inaugurate  this  afternoon.  This  new  institution,  dedicated  to  a  great  scientist, 
scholar,  and  humanist  whose  vision  transcended  national  boundaries,  is,  indeed, 
a  fitting  symbol  of  humanity's  progress. 

Mr,  Chancellor,  your  arrival  today  marks  our  eighth  meeting  over  the  past 
2  years,  underscoring  the  continuity  of  our  consultations  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  Since  your  first  visit  as  Chancellor  in  1974,  the  countries  of  the  West 
have  been  working  more  closely  than  ever  between  ourselves. 

At  the  NATO  summit  in  Brussels,  at  the  Helsinki  summit  last  August,  and 
in  our  conferences  at  Rambouillet  and  Puerto  Rico,  we  have  demonstrated  new 
unity  among  the  industralized  democracies,  a  new  determination  to  achieve  the 
objectives  of  peace  and  prosperity  for  all  our  peoples,  and  a  new  confidence 
that  we  will  achieve  these  objectives.  The  progress  over  the  past  2  years  clearly 
indicates  that  we  will  succeed. 

Mr.  Chancellor,  I  look  forward  with  great  anticipation  to  our  discussions. 
I  bid  a  very  hearty  welcome  to  you,  Mr.  Chancellor,  as  well  as  to  Mrs.  Schmidt 
and  to  all  the  members  of  the  German  party. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:40  a.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House,  where  Chancellor 
Helmut  Schmidt  was  given  a  formal  welcome  with 
full  military  honors.  Chancellor  Schmidt  responded 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  your  kind  words 
of  welcome,  which  indeed  have  moved  me  deeply. 
I  do  attach  special  importance  to  this  visit  to  the 
United  States  of  America  which,  as  you  have  re- 
minded me,  is  my  third  as  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment of   the   Federal   Republic   of   Germany. 

The  Bicentennial  anniversary  of  your  great  coun- 
try, Mr.  President,  for  us  is  a  date  of  eminent  sig- 
nificance. It  is  a  date  of  eminent  significance  to  all 
free  and  democratic  countries  in  the  world.  For  the 
citizens  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  it  is  a 
welcome  occasion  to  reflect  on  the  fundamental 
democratic  values  for  which  both  our  countries 
stand,  as  well  as  the  close  bonds  of  friendship  that 
have  developed  harmoniously  in  the  27  years  since 
the  birth  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

The  German  people  do  not  forget  the  spiritual 
and  material  contribution  of  the  United  States  to 
the  development  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Ger- 
many and,  hence,  to  what  it  does  represent  today. 
But  our  recollection  also  embraces  the  participa- 
tion of  millions  of  immigrants  of  German  stock 
in  the  fortunes  of  the  United  States  in  the  course 
of  its  200-year  history,  a  fact  which  we  Germans 
are  commemorating  this  year  with  a  large  variety, 
as  you  have  mentioned,  sir,  of  functions  and  fes- 
tivities. 


During  our  stay  here  we  shall,  of  course,  not  be 
concerned  with  festivities  only.  Our  talks  will  be 
governed  by  a  number  of  problems  facing  both 
our  countries — other  countries  as  well — problems 
which  can  only  be  solved  by  joint  effort. 

The  community  of  nations  is  still  confronted 
with  unsolved  political  problems  which  cause  us 
concern — complex  problems  affecting  the  world 
economy,  problems  affecting  the  future  of  all  of 
us  which  demand  our  full  attention,  our  entire  en- 
ergies, and  the  firm  will  of  all  concerned  to  co- 
operate with  each  other.  Your  initiative,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, for  talks  in  Puerto  Rico  was  a  valuable 
step  in  this  direction,  with  valuable  results. 

In  your  address  you  have  rightly  pointed  out 
the  importance  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance,  which  has 
increased  still  more  in  the  light  of  these  prob- 
lems. Along  with  European  unification,  the  alliance 
is  the  bedrock  of  our  foreign  policy.  We  are  re- 
solved to  continue  making  our  contribution  as  be- 
fore and  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  common  aims. 

I  can  say  without  exaggeration,  sir,  that  our 
bilateral  relations  could  not  be  better.  Our  proven 
partnership  is  based  on  firm  friendship.  My  coun- 
try has  deep  confidence — and  this  also  goes  for 
my  people — deep  confidence  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Mr.  President,  my  fellow  countrymen  back 
home  in  Germany  and  also  this  distinguished 
delegation  of  ours  and  myself,  we  wish  your  great 
Nation  happiness  and  success  on  its  way  into  its 
third  century. 

Thank  you. 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt 
of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany.     July  13,  1976 

CHANCELLOR  and  Mrs.  Schmidt,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  deeply  honored  to 
have  you  and  your  party  with  us  this  evening.  As  you  vjcW  know^,  your  visit 
to  America  during  our  Bicentennial  reminds  all  of  us  of  the  strong  and  historic 
bonds  linking  our  two  countries. 

General  Von  Steuben  stood  with  George  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  great  stories  of  our  Revolutionary  history.  German-American 
statesman  Carl  Schurz  served  as  a  member  of  President  Lincoln's  Cabinet 
and  contributed  significantly  to  those  decisions.  And  millions  of  talented  and 
industrial  Americans  of  German  origin  have  contributed  immeasurably  to  the 
growth  and  the  achievement  of  our  Nation. 

Advocates  of  democracy  in  both  countries  have  traditionally  influenced  each 
other.  As  we  celebrate  our  German-American  friendship  tonight,  we  can  take 
pride  in  the  outstanding  foresight  and  cooperation  of  European  and  North 
American  statesmen  over  the  past  quarter  century. 

In  the  next  quarter  century,  our  two  countries  will  face  new  challenges.  As 
reflected  in  our  discussions  and  talks  today,  we  look  forward  to  building  a 
beneficial  relationship  with  the  developing  nations  of  the  world.  We  must  co- 
ordinate our  efforts  on  economic,  commodity,  and  developmental  issues.  The 
cooperation  of  the  industrial  democracies  of  Europe,  Japan,  and  North  America 
is  crucial  to  any  lasting  solution  to  these  problems.  With  our  extensive  resources 
and  skilled  populations,  we  possess  an  unprecedented  ability  to  provide  leader- 
ship, to  contribute  economic  stability,  and  to  foster  progress  in  the  world 
community. 

Our  recent  summit  meetings  are  concrete  evidence  of  our  determination, 
as  well  as  our  ability,  to  work  together  to  regain  our  prosperity  and  to  manage 
the  transition  to  a  sustained  economic  expansion. 

Mr.  Chancellor,  an  essential  part  of  our  common  strength  is  our  deter- 
mination to  defend  what  we  have  achieved  and  our  commitment  to  the  collec- 
tive defense  of  NATO  under  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization.  While 
in  the  Federal  Republic  last  summer,  as  you  know,  I  visited  units  of  the  German 
and  American  Armed  Forces  deployed  for  our  collective  security.  They  were 
excellent  units — proud,  well-trained.  Through  their  contribution,  they  make 
our  collective  security  a  reality. 
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Now,  as  then,  I  commend  the  Federal  Republic  for  doing  its  full  share  in 
the  Atlantic  Alliance.  Now,  as  then,  I  reaffirm  the  commitment  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Atlantic  Alliance. 

America's  basic  policies  toward  Western  Europe  have  been  consistently  re- 
affirmed by  every  administration  for  the  past  25  years.  They  enjoy  strong  bi- 
partisan support  in  the  Congress,  both  in  the  House  as  well  as  in  the  Senate. 
Steadfast  support  for  NATO  and  cooperation  with  all  of  the  members  of  the 
Atlantic  community  are  a  fundamental  part  of  the  United  States  foreign  policy. 
Cooperation,  friendship  between  the  United  States  and  the  Federal  Republic  are 
extremely  central  to  that  policy. 

Mr.  Chancellor,  our  peoples  will  remain  true  to  the  ideals  of  human  rights, 
of  liberty  and  law,  of  enlightened  cooperation  among  nations.  We  will  help 
to  provide  to  the  maximum  of  our  capability  a  better  way  of  life  for  all  mankind. 

In  this  spirit,  Mr.  Chancellor,  I  raise  my  glass  to  Chancellor  Schmidt  and  to 
German-American  friendship. 

To  the  Chancellor.  To  our  friendship. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  p.m.  in  the 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  Chancellor 
Schmidt  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  wish  to  thank  you  sincerely,  Mr.  President, 
also  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Schmidt  and  the  distinguished 
German  guests  of  my  delegation,  for  the  kind 
words  of  welcome  with  which  you  have  greeted  us 
and   for  what  you  just  have  said. 

This  is  the  third  time  in  the  past  2  years  that 
I  have  come  to  the  United  States  for  talks  with 
you,  Mr.  President,  and  I  am  not  counting  the 
meetings  in  other  places.  You,  yourself,  have  made 
several  trips  to  Europe,  one  of  which  was  an  offi- 
cial visit  to  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  in 
July  1975,  and  I  mention  this  because  these  fre- 
quent visits  are  a  manifestation  to  the  outside  world 
of  our  mutual  bonds  and  the  closeness  of  our 
relations. 

I  don't  think  I  am  exaggerating  when  I  say  that 
at  no  time  during  the  past  30  years  have  the  rela- 
tions between  our  two  countries  been  closer  and 
has  been  cooperation  between  the  two  govern- 
ments more  trustful  and  direct  than  today.  Not 
only  are  there  no  bilateral  problems  of  any  sub- 
stance whatsoever  between  us,  but  the  shadows  of 
an  unfortunate  debacle  of  the  more  recent  past  arc 
fading  away,  and  thus  give  us  a  clearer  view  of  the 
common  tasks  and  responsibilities  of  today  and 
tomorrow. 

I  want  tonight  to  express  our  thanks  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  to  the  American  Nation  as  a 
whole.  The  United  States  not  only  helped  us  Ger- 


mans preserve  our  physical  existence  after  the 
Second  World  War — which  had  been  unleashed 
by  a  system  born  of  delusion  and  blindness  and 
devoid  of  respect  for  the  dignity  of  man — but 
millions  of  Americans,  in  an  unobtrusive  and  un- 
dramatic  manner,  lent  a  helping  hand  to  a  defeated 
and  destroyed  and  divided  country. 

The  United  States  helped  us  Germans  to  make 
a  fresh  start  in  freedom  and  democracy  and  paved 
the  way  for  our  return  to  the  family  of  nations. 
And  it  also — and  here  I  am  thinking  of  the  Berlin 
airlift — staunchly  defended  the  cause  of  freedom 
when   others   were   trying   to   undermine   it. 

The  contributions  which  my  country  now  ren- 
ders to  the  Bicentennial  birthday  of  the  United 
States  cannot,  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination, 
be  regarded  as  an  equivalent  to  what  your  country, 
Mr.  President,  has  done  for  us.  Of  course,  history 
does  not  settle  accounts  down  to  the  last  cent,  but 
it  does  clearly  demonstrate  what  we  in  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany  feel  today  toward  America 
when  I  say  that  we  bring  with  us  friendship  and 
that  America  can  trust  that  friendship  and  can  build 
on  it. 

We,  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  live 
today  in  a  state  based  on  principles  similar  to 
those  which  in  1776  were  embodied  in  this  coun- 
try's Constitution.  With  regards  to  human  rights, 
the  fathers  of  our  basic  law,  our  constitution, 
looked  to  the  Bill  of  Rights.  They  created  a  state 
with  a  strong  executive,  plus  a  strong  parliamen- 
tary control,  a  federal  structure  with  a  vigilant 
supreme  court  and  a  free  local  government. 
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It  is  only  after  a  long  and  hard  struggle  and 
after  unspeakable  errors  that  we  have  attained  the 
aim  of  a  state  resting  on  these  principles.  This 
makes  us  resolved  never  again  to  gamble  away 
freedom  and  democracy,  but  to  defend  them  with 
all  our  might,  as  a  way  of  life  worthy  of  man. 
And,  I  add,  we  want  to  do  this  together  with  you 
Americans. 

Freedom  and  democracy  and  solidarity  are  ex- 
posed to  many  threats  in  the  world  of  today. 
Against  the  threats  from  outside,  the  North  At- 
lantic Alliance  has,  in  spite  of  difficulties,  proved 
to  be  the  most  effective  factor  of  stability  in  this 
century.  We,  in  Germany,  on  the  seam  between 
East  and  West,  feel  every  day  anew  that  this  alli- 
ance is  indispensable  and  that  its  strength  must 
be  maintained  in  the  interests  of  our  common  se- 
curity and  of  the  equilibrium  of  power  throughout 
the  world. 

We  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  America's  will- 
ingness to  ensure  an  adequate  presence  of  troops  in 
Europe  as  a  central  element  of  the  transatlantic 
link.  However,  defense  preparedness  alone  is  not 
enough  to  assure  lasting  peace.  As  we  see  it,  there 
is  no  alternative  to  the  policy  of  relaxing  tensions 
that  we  have  developed  together.  It  must  remain 
our  endeavor,  from  a  position  of  firmness  and  re- 
solve, to  extend  this  policy  to  new  fields  of  East- 
West  relations.  Our  chances  of  success  are  good. 

For  the  other  side,  too,  there  is  a  need  for  relax- 


ation of  tensions  to  ease  its  military  burden  and  to 
overcome  its  economic  problems.  Strength,  I  think, 
is  not  measured  by  tanks  and  aircraft  alone. 
Strength — inner  strength — is  also  a  function  of  eco- 
nomic stability,  and  strength  is  a  function  of  social 
justice.  As  for  that,  we  make  continuous  efforts  to 
ensure  the  inner  stability  of  our  countries  and  of 
our  social  systems. 

It  is  the  spiritual  and  moral  foundations  that  have 
made  America  a  great  country  and  which,  ulti- 
mately, also  carry  our  alliance.  Only  if  freedom  and 
human  dignity  are  made  livable  elements  of  every- 
day life,  only  if  constitutional  law  is  made  a  social 
reality  can  we  be  assured  that  the  citizens  will  iden- 
tify themselves  with  their  state,  which  is  the  pre- 
requisite to  our  stability. 

A  great  German  religious  reformer,  Martin 
Luther,  once  said,  "You  can  preach  anything  you 
want,  but  never  preach  longer  than  40  minutes." 
It  looks  as  if  I  have  managed  to  keep  below  40 
minutes,  as  you  did,  Mr.  President,  tonight.  But  in 
concluding,  please  let  me  add  we  are  really  glad  to 
be  here.  America  has  our  respect,  has  our  friend- 
ship. America  has  our  gratitude  and  our  good 
wishes. 

May  I  ask  my  fellow  countrymen  to  raise  their 
glasses  to  the  health  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  to  a  future  and  happiness  for  the 
American  Nation. 

To  the  American  Nation,  sir. 
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Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  American  Indian  Leaders. 

July  16,  1976 

SECRETARY  KLEPPE,  let  me  welcome  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  the 
White  House  this  afternoon.  I  am  extremely  happy  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
meet  w^ith  you  individually  as  w^ell  as  collectively,  and  I  am  very  proud  to  have 
the  distinguished  leaders  and  the  elected  representatives  of  America's  Indian 
tribes  here  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House. 

I  looked  over  your  schedule  and  I  hope  from  the  distinguished  speakers  that 
spoke  with  you  that  you  have  had  an  informative  briefing  session,  not  only 
w^ith  Secretary  Kleppe  but  the  others — those  w^ho  w^ere  responsible  for  some 
of  the  Government  Indian  programs.  I  think  it  is  vitally  important  that  you 
tell  us  v^hat  your  problems  are,  w^hat  your  needs  are,  and  then  wc  can  be  fully 
informed  as  to  the  right  policies  and  the  right  programs. 

Let  me  take  just  a  few^  minutes  to  talk  w^ith  you  on  a  personal  basis,  to  let 
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you  know  of  my  personal  concern  for  the  needs  of  Indians  and  Native  Ameri- 
cans. The  Federal  Government  has  a  very  unique  relationship  v^ith  you  and 
your  people.  It  is  a  relationship  of  a  legal  trust  and  a  high  moral  responsibility. 
That  relationship  is  rooted  deep  in  history,  but  it  is  fed  today  by  our  concern 
that  the  Indian  people  should  enjoy  the  same  opportunities  as  other  Americans, 
v^hile  maintaining  the  culture  and  the  traditions  that  you  rightly  prize  as  your 
heritage. 

That  heritage  is  an  important  part  of  the  American  culture  that  we  are 
celebrating  in  this  great  country  in  our  Bicentennial  Year.  Your  contribution 
has  been  both  material  and  spiritual.  Your  ancestors  introduced  settlers  not 
only  to  new  foods  and  new  plants  but  to  Indian  ways  of  life  and  Indian  values 
which  they  absorbed.  This  is  a  year  for  all  of  us  to  realize  what  a  great  debt 
we  individually  and  collectively  owe  to  the  American  Indians. 

Today  you  are  concerned  about  such  serious  problems  as  poverty,  unemploy- 
ment, crime,  poor  health,  and  unsuitable  housing  on  Indian  reservations.  I 
share  your  concern.  I  am  hopeful  about  the  future  and  about  what  we  can 
achieve  by  continuing  to  work  together. 

The  1970's  have  brought  a  new  era  in  Indian  affairs.  In  the  last  century, 
Federal  policy  has  vacillated  between  paternalism  and  the  threat  of  terminating 
Federal  responsibility.  I  am  opposed  to  both  extremes.  I  believe  in  maintaining 
a  stable  policy  so  that  Indians  and  Indian  leaders  can  plan  and  work  confidently 
for  the  future. 

We  can  build  on  that  foundation  to  improve  the  opportunities  available  to 
American  Indians  and,  at  the  same  time,  make  it  possible  for  you  to  live  as 
you  choose  within  your  tribal  structure  and  in  brotherhood  with  your  fellow 
citizens. 

We  have  already  begun  to  build.  My  administration  is  supporting  the  concept 
of  allowing  Indian  tribes  to  determine  whether  they  and  their  members,  in 
addition  to  being  under  tribal  jurisdiction,  should  be  under  State  or  Federal 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction.  I  have  directed  the  Departments  of  Justice  and 
Interior  to  draft  legislation  which  would  accomplish  this  goal  efficiently,  effec- 
tively, and  within  adequate  guidelines.  They  have  solicited  the  views  of  the 
Indian  community  in  preparing  their  recommendations,  which  I  will  soon 
send  to  the  Congress. 

I  am  committed  to  furthering  the  self-determination  of  Indian  communities 
but  without  terminating  the  special  relationship  between  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  Indian  people.  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  termination.  Self-deter- 
mination means  that  you  can  decide  the  nature  of  your  tribe's  relationship 
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with  the  Federal  Government  within  the  framework  of  the  Self-Determination 
Act,  which  I  signed  in  January  of  1975. 

Indian  tribes,  if  they  desire,  now  have  the  opportunity  to  administer  Federal 
programs  for  themselves.  We  can  then  work  together  as  partners.  On  your 
part,  this  requires  initiative  and  responsibility  as  you  define  your  tribal  goals 
and  determine  how  you  want  to  use  the  Federal  resources.  On  the  Federal 
Government's  part,  self-determination  for  Indian  tribes  requires  that  Federal 
programs  must  be  flexible  enough  to  deal  with  the  diiflferent  needs  and  desires 
of  individual  tribes. 

In  the  past,  our  flexibility  has  been  limited  by  the  lack  of  effective  coordination 
among  departments  and  agencies  offering  a  wide  variety  of  programs  and 
services  to  the  Indian  people.  Programs  serving  both  reservation  and  non- 
reservation  Indians  are  spread  across  half  a  dozen  different  Cabinet  departments 
involving  agencies  ranging  from  the  Economic  Development  Administration 
to  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration. 

As  many  of  you  know,  this  is  Ted  Marrs'  last  day  on  the  White  House  staff. 
Ted's  service  as  White  House  Liaison  for  Indian  Affairs  has  been  invaluable  to 
me  as  President  and  to  the  Cabinet  officers  and,  I  am  confident,  to  the  Indian 
community.  With  his  departure,  I  will  announce  shortly  the  name  of  a  person 
who  will  assume  Ted  Marrs'  duties  in  the  Office  of  Public  Liaison  in  the  area  of 
Indian  affairs.  This  appointee  will  be  an  individual  with  responsibility  to  work 
with  the  Cabinet  officers,  with  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  with  the 
Domestic  Council,  and  with  my  legal  office  to  encourage  the  improved  coordi- 
nation of  the  various  Federal  agencies  and  programs  that  currently  serve  the  In- 
dian population. 

As  an  additional  step  in  this  direction,  I  am  also  sending  a  memorandum  to 
the  heads  of  all  Cabinet  departments  with  Indian  responsibilities,  directing  them 
to  give  priority  attention  to  the  coordination  of  Indian  programs.  These  two  ac- 
tions will  help  to  ensure  that  $P/4  billion  spent  annually  on  Indian  programs  and 
services  will  be  spent  efficiently,  with  cooperation,  and  without  duplication. 

An  important  task  we  can  help  you  with  is  the  challenge  of  economic  develop- 
ment of  your  lands.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  initiative  that  you  have  shown.  I 
pledge  encouragement.  I  pledge  help  in  your  efforts  to  create  long-term  eco- 
nomic development. 

Many  Indian  reservations  contain  valuable  natural  resources.  There  must  be 
the  proper  treatment  of  these  resources  with  respect  for  nature,  which  is  a 
traditional  Indian  value.  My  Attorney  General  has  established  an  Indian  re- 
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sources  section  whose  sole  responsibility  is  litigation  on  behalf  of  Indian  tribes  to 
protect  your  natural  resources  and  your  jurisdictional  rights. 

Indian  leaders  and  the  Indian  people  have  gained  an  increasing  skill  in  manag- 
ing these  resources  so  they  benefit  your  tribes  and  our  Nation  as  a  whole.  I 
wholeheartedly  and  unequivocally  pledge  our  cooperation  in  working  with  you 
to  improve  the  quality  of  Indian  life  by  providing  soundly  managed  programs 
and  a  stable  policy. 

We  can  make  the  rest  of  the  1970's  decisive  years  in  the  lives  of  the  Indian 
people.  Together,  we  can  write  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  this  land  that 
we  all  serve  and  this  land  that  we  all  share. 

I  thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:15  p.m.  in  the  marks,  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  re-       Thomas  S.  Kleppe. 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt 
of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  at  a  Reception 
Honoring  the  President.     July  16,  1976 

ThanJ{  you  very,  very  much,  Mr.  Chancellor,  Mrs.  Schmidt,  Captain  von  Stac\el' 
berg,  distinguished  guests: 

In  the  atmosphere  of  the  outstanding  Baltimore  Harbor,  the  atmosphere  of 
Fort  McHenry,  and  the  w^onderful  ship  on  v^hich  v^e  are  enjoying  ourselves  this 
evening,  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  and  gracious  remarks.  And  I  express  to  you, 
Mr.  Chancellor,  and  to  Mrs.  Schmidt  the  very  best  v^ishes  of  Mrs.  Ford  and 
myself  and  all  215  miUion  Americans. 

About  a  year  ago,  I  had  the  privilege  of  making  some  comments  over  at  Fort 
McHenry,  vs^hich  is  a  very  integral  part  nov^,  but  even  more  importantly,  a 
very  vital  part  of  the  Port  of  Baltimore  in  the  difficulties  v^e  had  with  Great 
Britain  back  in  the  War  of  1812.  And  looking  at  Fort  McHenry  today,  one  can't 
help  but  get  the  feeling  that  it  represents  the  kind  of  spirit  w^hich  vs^as  so  prom- 
inent during  our  Bicentennial  experience  over  the  Fourth  of  July,  v^hen  there 
seemed  to  be  an  upsurge,  a  tremendous  movement  among  the  American  people 
to  have  a  reaffirmation  of  our  true  patriotic  feeling  in  this  country. 

And  I  v^ish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chancellor,  for  the  generous  gift  and  the 
thoughtf ulness  of  you  and  the  people  from  the  Federal  Republic  on  behalf  of  our 
200th  anniversary. 
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May  I  say  to  Captain  von  Stackelberg  that  you  deserve  congratulations  for 
w^inning  the  contest  between  Bermuda  and  New^port.  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  view  by  hehcopter  and,  to  some  extent,  from  the  deck  of  the 
Forrestal,  the  Operation  Sail  and  the  tall  ships. 

As  we  looked  from  the  air,  particularly,  we  had  the  feeling  that  the  many  ships 
representing  many  countries  gave  us  the  feeling  that  if  you,  in  a  good  naval  ex- 
ercise, could  operate  in  that  somewhat  limited  area  without  incident  and  with 
success  it  ought  to  be  an  inspiration  for  those  of  us  in  government  to  do  the  same 
as  we  try  to  meet  the  problems,  both  at  home  as  well  as  throughout  the  globe. 

So,  I  congratulate  you  on  winning,  but  I  also  congratulate  you,  representing 
all  of  the  tall  ships  that  participated  in  Operation  Sail  in  New  York  Harbor. 

Let  me  conclude  by  simply  saying  to  you,  Mr.  Chancellor,  it  has  been  my 
privilege  and  pleasure  to  meet  with  you  on  a  bilateral  basis  three  times,  and  it 
has  been  an  equally  fine  experience  for  us  to  be  together  in  multilateral  experi- 
ences eight  times. 

I  can  say  without  hesitation  or  qualification,  the  personal  relationship,  the 
relationship  on  a  bilateral  basis  between  your  country  and  mine,  couldn't  be 
better.  And  I  thank  you  personally,  and  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  all  Americans 
for  the  close  alliance  between  your  country  and  ours — a  friendship,  a  rapport, 
and  a  dedication  which  does  more  for  freedom,  does  more  for  the  good  things 
in  this  globe,  than  any  relationship  that  I  know. 

May  I  say  to  the  captain  and  to  his  crew  and  to  your  country,  I  hope  and  trust 
that  you  will  have  fair  winds  and  a  flowing  sea. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  approximately  8:05  city  of  Hamburg,  where  he  recounted  heartwarm- 

p.m.  in  response  to  Chancellor  Schmidt's  welcoming  ing  stories  of  the  life  at  sea. 

remarks  on  board  the  Gorch  Foc\,  which  was  an-  The   tide  of  his   most   successful   book   is   "Sea- 

chored    in   the   Baltimore   Harbor,   Baltimore,   Md,  faring  Is  Necessary."  This  motto,  under  which  sea- 

In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Hans  von  ports   like   Hamburg   and   Baltimore   have   become 

Stackelberg,  captain  of  the  Gorch  Foc\.  Chancellor  great,   may  today  in  the  age  of  space  travel  and 

Schmidt  spoke  as  follows:  intercontinental   missiles  appear  to  have  lost  some 

M,:  President.  Mrs.  Ford,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  "^  .'«  significance.  But  one  thing  is  certain:  Navi- 

I  am  delighted  to  welcome  you  here  this  evening  «";°"  "'^^  """'^7  ^"^  *^  '''^^^^7  "^  ^J^'l'^l' 

aboard  the  Goreh  Foek-  We  feel  highly  honored  by  ^""^  ''.''^^  always  featured  prommently  m  the  200- 

the   fact  that  you,   Mr.   President,   and   Mrs.   Ford  ^^^^  ^'"'"'J  "^  *^  .""'t^''  S"*^^- 

1  ^1  •     V  -•        ..u  J    r   •       ..u  Over    the    centuries,    navigation    was    the    only 

have  accepted  my  invitation,  thus  underlining  the  .        ...,,.,,  i      -kt 

.  t    u        ^       c  .w     \^-  ^  ■     n  u-»^  ..  means  or  maintaining  the  links  between  the  New 

special  character  or  this  ship  s  presence  in  Baltimore  .  ,        ,    ,        ,  ,  .  ^,       .       ,  , 

,,        ^,       .     -r  r  1  _    _•  World  and  the  old  continent.  That  is  why  on  the 

as  well  as  the  signihcancc  or  our  personal  meeting  .  .,        ,  .,Tiri- 

to  mark  the  Bicentennial.  «^^^^^«^  «V   u  ^f"^""/^^^^  ^  ^^""^  ''  ""^^'^^l' 

Let  me  please  answer  a  question  which  is  always  ^'^  ^^  "^^^^  '^^  ^^"^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^"^^^^  /^"^  ^^" 

being   asked   about   this   ship.   Gorch   Fock,   whose  United  States  with  a  visit  to  this  sailing  ship, 

proper  name  was  Johann  Kinau,  died  on  31   May  Even  today,  in  the  age  of  flying  machines,  we  can- 

1916  on  board  the  cruiser  Wiesbaden  in  the  Batde  not  imagine  the  close  economic  cooperation  we  all 

of  Judand  during  the  First  World  War.  He  is  not  desire   without   efficient  maritime   communications, 

so   well-known   here   in   America   as  in  my  native  The  North   Adantic   is   the   most   important   route 
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for   trade   between   America   and   Europe    in   both  much   in  Germany  as   it  is  here.   To   all   of  you, 

directions.   This   world   trading   route,   like   others  many  thanks  for  that. 

such  as  the  old  route  around  the  Cape  of  Good  When  I  heard  you  were  to  moor  in  Baltimore,  it 

Hope,  is  at  the  same  time  of  eminent  strategic  im-  was  the  obvious  thing  for  me,  coming  as  I  do  from 

portance.  The  security  of  the  democratic  countries  Hamburg,  to  invite  my  American  guests  here.  May 

of   Europe,    which   are   linked    in   friendship    with  the  fact  that  we  meet  today  aboard  this  ship  make 

America,  depends  very  much  on  these  sea  routes  us  conscious  of  the  fact  that  Americans  and  Ger- 

being  safeguarded.  And  this  calls  for  the  mainte-  mans  are  in  the  same  boat.  [Laughter] 

nance  of  an  adequate  maritime  presence.  Ladies    and    gendemen,    like    the    master    of    a 

To  this  latter  we  Germans  are  making  our  con-  ship,    also    the    political    leader    has    the    task    of 

tribution.  With  our  Federal  Navy  and  the  men  of  guiding  the  ship  entrusted  to  him  safely  through 

this  training  ship  who  are  preparing  for  their  future  often    stormy    waters.    At   certain    intervals    he    is 

responsibilities,  we  are  helping  to  fortify  NATO's  faced   with  the  question  of  whether  he   will   stay 

northern  flank.  at  the  helm.  Usually  at  such   times   strong  cross- 

This  training  ship  of  the  Federal  Navy  did  take  winds  are  blowing.  But  it  is  the  task  of  the  political 

part  in  the  Operation  Sail  parade  in  New  York  as  leader,    as   of   the   seamen,    to   cope   with    all    the 

part  of  our  contribution  to  the  festivities  marking  winds — both  must  even  love  storms  a  little  if  they 

the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  States.  like   their   profession. 

The  fighdng  yet  sporting  spirit  which   led   the  On  this  note,  I  wish  us  all,  and  I  personally  wish 

captain  and  his  crew  to  victory  is  admired  just  as  you,  Mr.  President,  at  all  times  bon  voyage. 
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Thanks  you  very,  very  much,  Fred.  Senator  Lowell  Weicker,  Congressman  Ron 
Sarasin,  Congressman  Stu  McKinney,  Governor  John  Lodge,  distinguished 
party  leaders,  delegates,  alternates  and  guests  and  Pearl: 

Pearl,  I  understand  you  gave  quite  a  speech  last  night.  Pearl  is  our  American 
ambassador  of  love.  You  w^ill  be  a  tough  act  to  follow.  But  it's  great  to  have  a 
person  who  portrays  the  finest  image  of  America  around  the  world,  and,  Pearl, 
I  thank  you  not  only  for  what  you  have  done  but  what  you  are  going  to  do. 

It's  a  very  high  honor  and  a  great  personal  privilege  to  speak  to  the  people 
of  Connecticut  and  to  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  this  great  Republican 
convention  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  It  has  been  wonderful  to  be  here  all 
morning  and  to  see  so  many  of  my  old  friends. 

Quite  a  few  years  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of  living  for  approximately  6  years 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  where  I  worked  and  learned,  and  as  a  result  I  have 
tremendous  admiration  and  affection  for  the  people  of  Connecticut.  And  I  thank 
you  for  this  very,  very  warm  welcome. 

The  long  series  of  primaries  and  State  conventions  come  to  a  conclusion 
today,  here  in  Connecticut  and  across  the  continent  to  Utah.  This  healthy 
and  vigorous  competition  has  taught  us  much  about  the  mood  of  the  American 
people  in  1976. 
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Here  in  Connecticut,  as  in  all  50  States,  there  is  a  growing  feeling  of  confi- 
dence in  the  future.  The  American  people  feel  good  about  themselves  and  about 
their  country.  The  Bicentennial  celebration  reached  its  climax  2  weeks  ago  and 
revealed  a  spirit  of  harmony,  good  will  and  optimism  about  America  which  had 
been  ecHpsed  during  the  turmoil  of  the  last  decade  and  a  half. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  to  me  for  all  our  past  troubles  we  have  emerged  as 
a  stronger  and  wiser  people.  The  American  people,  the  descendents  of  the  har- 
diest stock  of  many,  many  nations,  have  a  deep  reservoir  of  strength  which  has 
served  the  Nation  well  for  the  past  200  years  and  will  serve  us  well  in  the  future 
as  we  move  forward  for  the  betterment  of  our  country  and  for  mankind 
as  a  whole. 

That  powerful  American  spirit  brought  us  through  the  worst  economic  crisis 
America  has  faced  in  40  years.  Two  years  ago  inflation  was  running  at  a  rate 
of  more  than  12  percent.  Thousands  of  men  and  women  were  being  laid  off. 
A  climate  of  fear  threatened  to  engulf  our  people.  What  has  happened  since 
August  of  1974? 

Inflation  has  been  cut  in  half.  Since  the  bottom  of  the  recession  last  year, 
3,400,000  of  our  fellow  Americans  have  found  new  jobs  or  gotten  their  old 
jobs  back,  and  more  people  are  being  added  to  payrolls  each  and  every  day. 
More  people  have  been  on  the  job  in  America  in  1976  than  ever  in  the  history 
of  this  great  country.  We  have  broken  the  back  of  the  recession.  Everything 
that  is  supposed  to  be  going  up  is  going  up,  and  everything  that  should  be 
going  down  is  going  down. 

We  are  in  the  full  surge  of  a  strong  recovery.  We  look  with  confidence  to 
an  era  of  enduring  prosperity  without  the  cruel  tax  of  runaway  inflation. 
That's  a  good  record.  I  am  proud  of  it,  but  there  is  more  good  news. 

Two  years  ago  America  was  mired  in  what  seemed  like  an  endless  war  in 
Southeast  Asia.  After  a  decade  in  which  the  Congress  had  consistently  short- 
changed America's  defenses,  the  future  of  our  military  strength  was  in  danger. 
In  August  of  1974,  America's  will  to  respond  to  international  challenges  was 
being  called  into  question  by  allies  and  adversaries  alike.  What  has  happened 
since  August  of  1974? 

Today,  America  is  at  peace.  There  are  no  American  boys  fighting  anywhere 
on  the  face  of  the  Earth,  and  I  will  keep  it  that  way. 

I  have  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  budgets  in  history,  reversing  the 
trend  of  the  last  decade  in  order  to  ensure  that  our  military  capability  commands 
the  respect  of  every  nation.  A  strong  military  capability  is  the  best  insurance 
for  peace,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  that  Defense  Department  ready,  able,  and 
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effective  in  order  to  maintain  the  peace  in  the  future.  This  is  2  years  of  progress 
despite  a  Democratic  Congress  that  fought  us  every  step  of  the  way. 

Tv^o  years  ago  the  people's  confidence  in  their  Government,  especially  in 
the  White  House,  had  been  shattered.  What  has  happened  since  August  of  1974  ? 

The  Ford  administration  has  been  open,  candid,  forthright.  In  my  adminis- 
tration, ability  is  not  enough;  experience  is  not  enough;  dedication  is  not  enough. 
In  all  that  wt  do,  in  everything  w^e  undertake,  I  require  integrity,  decency,  and 
honesty.  Private  morality  and  public  service  can  and  must  go  hand  in  hand. 

In  the  past  2  years  we  have  passed  from  war  to  peace,  from  recession  to 
recovery,  from  tragedy  to  trust,  from  fear  to  faith  in  America.  This  is  per- 
formance, not  promise.  This  is  a  record  that  will  be  supported  by  the  American 
people — Democrats,  Independents,  and  Republicans.  It  will  lead  us  to  victory 
in  1976. 

What  about  the  future?  What  challenges  will  be  demand  of  ourselves  as 
we  enter  the  third  century  of  this  great  American  adventure? 

First  of  all,  we  must  create  a  better  balance  in  our  society.  We  must  introduce 
a  new  balance  in  the  relationship  between  the  individual  and  the  government, 
a  balance  that  favors  a  greater  individual  freedom  and  self-reliance.  We  can 
achieve  this  better  balance  by  my  tax  proposals  in  several  areas  that  will  create 
greater  equity  and  fairness  in  our  Internal  Revenue  Code.  For  example,  we 
must  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000  per  person.  We  must 
increase  the  estate  tax  exemption  from  $60,000  to  $150,000.  Our  middle-income 
taxpayers  need  a  better  break.  They  have  been  shortchanged  in  the  past. 

We  must  strike  a  new  balance  in  our  system  of  federalism,  a  balance  that  fa- 
vors greater  responsibility  and  freedom  of  action  for  the  leaders  of  our  State  and 
local  units  of  government.  We  must  introduce  a  new  balance  between  spending 
on  domestic  programs  and  spending  on  defense,  a  balance  that  ensures  we  will 
fully  meet  our  obligations  and  our  compassion  for  the  needy  while  also  protect- 
ing our  security  in  a  world  hostile  to  freedom. 

In  all  that  we  do,  we  must  be  honest  with  the  American  people,  promising 
them  no  more  than  we  can  deliver  and  delivering  all  that  we  promise.  Above 
all,  we  must  face  the  future  together  as  a  party  and  as  a  people.  It  is  as  true  today 
as  it  was  in  Lincoln's  day  that  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.  For 
our  party,  that  means  joining  ranks  in  a  common  struggle. 

The  RepubUcan  Party  this  year  has  demonstrated  throughout  America  the 
vigor,  vitality,  and  competitive  spirit  on  which  a  dynamic  political  organization 
thrives.  Now  we  must  resolve  to  stop  fighting  each  other  and  start  helping  each 
other.  We  must  resolve  to  strengthen  our  party  with  November  victories  at  every 
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level — ^from  the  courthouse,  to  the  statehouse,  to  the  Congress,  and  to  the  White 
House.  We  must  center  our  attack  not  on  fellow  Republicans,  but  on  the  failures 
of  the  Democratic  Congress,  on  the  Democratic  platform,  and  a  Democratic 
ticket  which  tries  to  be  all  things  to  all  people. 

For  our  country,  the  new  unity  we  have  found  must  be  channeled  into  com- 
monsense  action  for  the  common  good,  but  the  common  good  in  this  country 
must  always  be  reflected  in  the  well-being  of  the  individual.  Every  American 
must  have  the  chance  to  reach  his  or  her  full  potential,  unfettered  by  exces- 
sive bureaucratic  regulation,  by  the  injustices  of  discrimination,  or  by  the  con- 
forming pressures  from  the  giant  institutions  in  our  society. 

Americans  are  ready  once  more  for  an  era  of  good  feeling,  not  in  the  blind  be- 
lief that  all  our  problems  are  solved,  but  in  the  certain  conviction  that  we  can 
solve  these  problems  together. 

We  can  ensure  that  older  Americans  will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  rav- 
ages of  runaway  inflation,  from  the  flaws  in  the  social  security  system,  from  the 
threat  of  crime,  or  from  the  cosdy  burdens  of  catastrophic  illness. 

We  can  ensure  that  the  American  farmer  will  continue  to  produce  record 
crops  of  food  and  fiber  and  get  a  fair  price  in  a  free  worldwide  market  and 
ensure  at  the  same  time  that  the  American  consumer  will  have  ample  supplies 
and  stable  prices. 

We  can  ensure  that  every  working  man  and  woman  in  America  who  wants 
a  job  can  find  a  job — not  a  Humphrey-Hawkins  dead-end  job,  but  a  well-pay- 
ing job  with  a  future  generated  by  an  expanding  free  enterprise  economy.  We 
can  ensure  that  our  young  people  have  an  education  of  high  quality  and  a  job 
worthy  of  their  talents. 

We  can  ensure  that  government  will  again  be  the  capable  servant,  not  the 
meddling  master  of  the  American  people.  We  can  ensure  that  the  American 
people  will  continue  to  live  in  peace,  to  continue  to  live  in  freedom  by  keeping 
America  strong  and  by  standing  for  what  is  right  throughout  the  world. 

We  can  achieve  these  great  goals  without  looking  to  the  Federal  Government 
for  all  the  answers  and  without  sticking  the  American  taxpayer  with  all  the  bills. 
We  can  do  it  all  and  still  balance  the  Federal  budget.  With  the  right  kind  of  a 
Congress,  with  a  few  more  outstanding  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  like 
Lowell  Weicker,  Ron  Sarasin,  and  Stu  McKinney,  I  promise  you  that  by  fiscal 
year  1979  we  will  do  just  that. 

These  are  not  dim  visions  of  the  future.  They  are  the  proud  record  of  my  ad- 
ministration over  the  past  2  years,  with  the  help  of  your  delegation  from  the 
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State  of  Connecticut  and  Lowell  and  Ron  and  Stu.  Let  me  thank  you  for  having 
them  at  my  side,  and  believe  me,  wt  sure  need  them  back. 

But  this  record  of  progress  over  the  last  2  years  v^ill  be  the  agenda  for  my  ad- 
ministration in  the  next  4  years.  These  are  my  goals.  This  is  my  pledge— to  lead 
this  Nation  forv^ard  on  the  path  of  peace,  prosperity,  and  trust.  Join  me,  if  you 
will,  on  the  road  to  a  great  victory  for  the  Republican  Party  and  for  the  United 
States  of  America  in  1976. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:30  p.m.  in  the  Prior  to  his  remarks,  the  President  attended   a 

Bushnell    Memorial    Hall.    He    was    introduced    by  Republican   Party   breakfast   reception,   a   reception 

Frederick  K.   Biebel,  Connecticut  State  Republican  for  business  leaders,  and  a  meeting  of  Connecticut 

chairman.  delegates  to  the  Republican  National   Convention. 

In  his   opening  remarks,   the  President  referred  The  receptions  and  meeting  were  held  in  the  Hilton 

to  Governor  John  Lodge  of  Connecticut   1951-55  Hotel   in  Hartford,   Conn, 
and   entertainer   Pearl    Bailey. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Extending  the  Medicare  Program. 
July  19,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  H.R.  13501,  the  Medicare  extension  amendments.  Although  this 
bill  would,  for  the  most  part,  simply  extend  certain  technical  provisions  of  the 
Medicare  law,  other  portions  of  the  bill  will  increase  Medicare  payments  for 
physicians'  services  above  the  level  recommended  in  my  budget  without  meeting 
the  urgent  needs  of  Medicare  beneficiaries  and  taxpayers.  These  deficiencies  in 
Medicare  benefits  can  be  corrected  if  the  Congress  will  promptly  consider  and 
enact  the  needed  reforms  proposed  in  my  Medicare  Improvements  of  1976  which 
was  submitted  in  February. 

My  proposal  would  provide  catastrophic  protection  against  large  medical 
bills  for  all  of  the  25  million  aged  and  disabled  who  are  insured  by  the  Medicare 
program.  These  beneficiaries  would  be  entitled  to  unlimited  hospital  and  nurs- 
ing home  care  and  would  not  have  to  pay  any  costs  above  $500  per  year  for 
hospital  and  nursing  home  care  and  $250  per  year  for  doctors'  fees.  This  cata- 
strophic protection  would  reduce  payments  for  hospital  or  physician  services  for 
3  million  persons  in  1977.  The  comprehensive  reforms  in  the  Medicare  Improve- 
ments of  1976  also  include  moderate  cost-sharing  to  encourage  economical  use 
of  services,  and  a  limit  on  Federal  reimbursements  for  hospital  and  physician 
services  in  order  to  help  control  health  cost  inflation.  In  total,  my  proposal  would 
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improve  insurance  against  really  large  medical  bills  while  also  saving  the  tax- 
payers $1.5  billion  in  fiscal  year  1977. 

The  Congress  has  also  recognized  the  high  priority  that  must  be  given  to  econ- 
omies in  the  Medicare  program.  The  congressional  concurrent  budget  resolu- 
tion for  fiscal  year  1977  calls  for  $300  million  of  net  savings  in  Medicare. 

I  am  keenly  sensitive  to  the  burdens  borne  by  some  of  our  elderly  and  dis- 
abled in  meeting  their  medical  expenses.  I  believe  we  should  take  positive  steps 
to  provide  better  protection  against  catastrophic  health  costs  and  inflation  in 
health  costs. 

Once  again,  therefore,  I  urge  the  Congress  to  turn  its  attention  to  meeting 
the  real  needs  of  the  aged  and  of  the  taxpayer  and  enact  the  Medicare  Improve- 
ments of  1976  before  it  adjourns  this  year. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  13501,  approved  July  16,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-368  (90  Stat.  997). 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
July  19,  1976 

Request  for  Action  on  Legislative  Programs 

The  President.  [1.]  Good  afternoon.  Before  responding  to  your  questions, 
I  have  tw^o  announcements  to  make. 

First,  I  am  sending  later  this  w^eek  a  message  to  the  Congress  calHng  for 
prompt  action  on  a  number  of  legislative  programs  that  Congress  must  act  on 
before  adjournment.  I  am  recommending  affirmative  action,  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, on  my  further  tax  reduction  proposals,  on  the  remaining  portions  of  my 
energy  independence  recommendations,  on  my  stronger  anticrime  proposals, 
and,  of  course,  general  revenue  sharing. 

It  seems  to  me  that  before  Congress  adjourns,  it  must  undertake  a  vigorous 
legislative  program  if  it  is  to  maintain  its  credibility  with  the  American  people. 

Secondly,  I  am  sending  to  the  Congress  today  a  recommendation  which  would 
further  advance  our  efforts  to  restore  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  all 
three  branches  of  the  Federal  Government,  including  the  executive  branch,  the 
legislative  branch,  and  the  judicial  branch.  It  is  vitally  important — I  am  deter- 
mined and  I  trust  Congress  is — to  ensure  that  those  who  hold  public  office  main- 
tain the  highest  possible  standards  and  are  fully  accountable  to  the  American 
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people  for  their  behavior  while  in  public  office.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  act  very 
promptly  on  this  legislation. 

I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

Questions 

PRESIDENT   ford's   DELEGATE   SUPPORT 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  you  have  the  Presidential  nomina- 
tion now  locked  up,  and  if  not,  do  you  think  you  will  have  it  by  the  end  of 
the  week? 

The  President.  I  am  very  encouraged  with  the  results  over  the  weekend.  I 
believe  that  we  are  getting  very  close  right  now  to  the  magic  number  of  1,130. 
I  am  confident  by  the  time  we  get  to  Kansas  City,  we  will  have  1,130-plus. 

Q.  How  many  delegates  do  you  think  you  have  now  ? 

The  President.  The  best  estimate,  I  think,  is  1,103,  and  we  expect  some 
more  good  news  this  week.  Therefore,  by  the  time  we  get  to  Kansas  City,  I  am 
confident  we  will  have  over  1,130. 

prospects  for  defeating  jimmy  carter 

[3.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  is  Governor  Carter  beatable? 

The  President.  Absolutely. 

Q.  And  if  so,  how? 

The  President.  By  the  kind  of  an  affirmative  program  that  we  have  developed 
in  the  last  23  months  here  in  the  White  House  under  the  Ford  administration. 
I  intend  to  have  an  affirmative  campaign  based  on  the  results  of  turning  the 
economy  around,  achieving  the  peace,  and  the  restoration  of  public  trust  in 
the  White  House  itself. 

president  ford's  foreign  policy  record 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jimmy  Carter  has  set  forth  some  of  his  beliefs 
on  foreign  policy.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  you  think  there  are  major  differences 
with  what  you  are  doing  now  in  foreign  policy,  and  what  are  they  ? 

The  President.  Since  I  strongly  believe  that  our  foreign  policy  has  been 
a  successful  one— we  have  achieved  the  peace,  we  have  the  mihtary  capability 
and  the  diplomatic  skill  to  maintain  that  peace— I  don't  see,  from  what  I  have 
read,  any  legitimate  complaints  or  objections  by  any  of  my  Democratic  friends. 
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whether  they  are  the  candidates  for  the  highest  office  or  the  Members  of  the 
Congress. 

REPUBLICAN  VICE-PRESIDENTIAL   CANDIDATE 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  do  you  feel  that  the  selection  of  Walter  Mondale 
as  Vice  President  is  going  to  change  your  selection  of  a  Vice-Presidential 
candidate  ? 

The  President.  I  will  make  my  choice  known  on  the  Vice-Presidency  based 
on  the  best  person  that  could  serve  as  President  of  the  United  States.  My  decision 
will  not  be  predicated  on  my  Democratic  opponent's  recommendation  of  Senator 
Mondale. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Carter  took  a  month  to  select  his  Vice-Presidential 
nominee.  Will  you  be  able  to  take  very  long?  Will  you  have  enough  time  to 
consider  ? 

The  President.  I  have  been  thinking  about  this  matter  for  some  time.  I 
know  all  of  the  individuals  who  are  being  considered  very  well.  I  have  worked 
with  them,  known  about  them.  I  have  studied  carefully  their  records.  Therefore, 
it  won't  be  a  last-minute  analysis.  It  will  be  one  based  on  a  good  many  years 
of  experience  and  opportunities  to  know  how  they  performed  in  public  office 
or  otherwise.  So,  it  is  not  going  to  be  a  last-minute  decision  where  we  winnow 
out  individuals  in  a  48-hour  period. 

assessment  of  the  CARTER-MONDALE   CANDIDACY 

[6.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  assess  the  Carter-Mondale  ticket? 

The  President.  I  think  it  was  obviously  the  choice  of  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion, which  was  well  organized  and  well  put  together  and  well  controlled.  It  is 
a  ticket  that  can  be  beaten  by  an  affirmative  approach  that  I  intend  to  have  in 
setting  forth  the  improvements  that  I  have  made  domestically  and  in  foreign 
policy  during  the  time  that  I  have  been  honored  to  be  President  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  a  rather  typical  Democratic  ticket  when  you  add  up  the  platform,  its  en- 
dorsement of  the  record  of  the  Democratic  Congress,  and  the  comments  that  I 
have  heard,  both  in  the  acceptance  speeches  and  in  subsequent  observations. 

Q.  Can  I  follow  up? 

The  President.  Sure. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  ticket — on  Saturday,  I  believe — that  the  ticket  tries  to 
be  all  things  to  all  people.  Just  what  did  you  mean  by  that  ? 

The  President.  Well,  if  you  look  at  the  ticket  itself,  if  you  look  at  the  plat- 
form, and  if  you  look  at  the  record  of  the  Democratic  Congress,  you  can't  help 
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but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  want  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  on  the  one 
hand  and  they  talk  on  the  other  about  some  restraint  in  Federal  spending.  You 
can  take  almost  any  one  of  the  many  issues,  and  they  are  on  both  sides  of  the 
issue.  So,  I  think  it  fits  in  very  precisely  with  my  observation  that  I  made  on 
Saturday. 

PRESIDENT   ford's   CAMPAIGN  APPROACH 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  the  biggest  single  issue  between  you  and  Gov- 
ernor Carter  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  this  campaign  from  that  point  of 
view.  I  think  it  is  important  for  me  to  act  affirmatively  in  indicating  the  results 
that  we  have  accomplished.  I  will  let  Mr.  Carter  decide  the  issues  where  he  has 
some  differences. 

unification  of  the  republican  party 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  you  do  go  to  the  convention  with  the  number  of 
delegates  that  you  think  you  will  go  with  now,  is  there  anything  else  at  the  con- 
vention that  could  really  divide  the  Republicans  there  ? 

The  President.  I  would  hope  not  because  the  Republican  Party  does  have  to 
be  as  unified  as  possible  if  we  are  going  to  win  the  election  in  1976. 1  think  that 
unity  can  be  achieved  at  the  convention  in  Kansas  City,  and  I  will  maximize  my 
effort  to  accomplish  that  result.  Therefore,  we  will  have  the  job  of  picking  the 
nominee,  and  I  expect  to  be  the  nominee.  We  have  to  write  the  platform.  I 
hope  the  platform  will  be  one  that  all  can  support,  and  not  divisive.  And  when 
we  leave,  we,  as  a  party,  must  be  united  individually  and  collectively. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  isn't  that,  sir,  going  to  be  easier  said  than  done  though? 
These  Reagan  people  are  very  committed.  They  have  worked  very  hard.  It  is 
going  to  take  more  than  just  going  into  that  convention,  isn't  it,  and  saying, 
"Well  come  on  and  be  on  our  side."  What  are  you  going  to  say  to  them  .5^ 

The  President.  I  think  these  delegates,  all  of  them,  the  ones  that  support  me 
and  the  ones  that  support  Mr.  Reagan,  have  a  basic  philosophical  identity.  They 
do  represent  delegates,  one  group  for  me  and  the  other  for  Mr.  Reagan.  But  the 
identity  of  the  philosophy  is  such  that  I  think  when  the  convention  is  concluded, 
they  can  be  together  on  the  need  and  necessity  for  a  candidate  who  will  put 
forth  their  philosophy  against  that  of  the  opposition. 

republican  vice-presidential  candidate 

[9.]  Q.  Wouldn't  they  be  a  lot  happier  if  you  put  Mr.  Reagan  on  the  ticket 
with  you ?  There  is  going  to  be  a  lot  of  pressure  on  you  to  do  that,  is  there  not? 
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The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  make  the  judgment  here  as  to  who  will  be 
the  Vice-Presidential  nominee.  We  will  have  a  good  Vice-Presidential  candidate, 
and,  as  I  said  before,  we  are  not  going  to  exclude  anybody. 

PRESIDENT    ford's    CAMPAIGN    APPROACH 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Democrats  have  already  signaled  what  direction 
they  are  going  to  go  by  trying  to  tie  your  administration  with  close  ties  to  the 
Nixon  administration.  How  do  you  intend  to  handle  that  problem  in  the 
campaign  and  shed  that  yoke? 

The  President.  I  am  going  to  use  the  Ford  record  of  23  months — which 
is  a  good  one — in  turning  the  economy  around,  in  achieving  the  peace  and 
maintaining  the  peace,  in  the  restoration  of  public  confidence  in  the  White 
House,  and,  hopefully,  the  restoration  of  public  confidence  in  the  other  two 
branches  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Q.  Inasmuch  as  you  kept  on  such  former  Nixon  intimates  as  Secretaries 
Kissinger,  Simon  and  Butz  and  Messrs.  Morton,  Greenspan,  Scowcroft,  and 
Rumsfeld,  isn't  their  branding  of  your  administration  the  Nixon-Ford  admin- 
istration accurate? 

The  President.  Not  at  all,  because  I  have  made  the  final  decisions  in  each 
case. 

LIBYAN   TERRORIST   ACTIVITIES 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  does  the  United  States  have  evidence  or  informa- 
tion that  President  Qadhafi  of  Libya  is  financing,  planning,  encouraging,  and 
serving  as  the  central  point  of  an  international  terrorist  organization  and 
conspiracy  ? 

The  President.  We  do  know  that  the  Libyan  Government  has  in  many  ways 
done  certain  things  that  might  have  stimulated  terrorist  activity,  but  I  don't 
think  we  ought  to  discuss  any  evidence  that  we  have  that  might  prove  or 
disprove  that. 

Q.  In  the  light  of  what  you  had  to  say  about  the  Israeli  rescue  mission,  or 
mission  in  Uganda,  if  you  have  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  Libyan  Govern- 
ment is  encouraging  terrorist  operations  on  an  international  basis,  why,  in  the 
sort  of  classic  phrase,  why  isn't  the  United  States  doing  something  about  it? 

The  President.  We  are  working  in  the  United  Nations,  we  are  working 
with  many  governments  in  trying  to  put  forward  a  very  strong  antiterrorist 
effort  in  order  to  stop  this  kind  of  very  unwarranted,  unjustified  action,  and  we'll 
continue  our  efforts  in  that  regard. 
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REPUBLICAN  VICE-PRESIDENTIAL    CANDIDATE 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  follow  up  on  Ronald  Reagan  as  a 
possible  running  mate.  I  am  sure  you  read  the  paper  every  morning,  and  there 
is  a  quote  in  here  today  from  Governor  Reagan  saying,  "Once  you  become  the 
Vice-Presidential  candidate,  you  have  no  authority  over  yourself."  And  he  says, 
"I  have  expressed  disagreements  with  a  great  many  things  with  this  administra- 
tion. No,  there  is  just  no  way,  I  wouldn't  do  it." 

Doesn't  that  really  close  the  door  on  Ronald  Reagan  as  a  running  mate  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  pass  judgment  on  what  his  attitude  may 
be.  I  will  simply  reaffirm  and  reaffirm  very  strongly,  I  am  not  excluding  any 
Republican  from  consideration  as  a  potential  running  mate. 

EFFECT  OF   COMMUNISTS   IN   ITALIAN  GOVERNMENT  ON  U.S.  POLICY  TOWARD  ITALY 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  has  the  United  States  decided,  with  or  without  the 
concert  of  Germany,  France,  and  Britain,  not  to  extend  any  economic  aid  to 
Italy  if  the  Communists  join  the  Government  in  Italy? 

The  President.  I  have  said  on  several  occasions  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, under  this  administration,  would  be  very  disturbed  by  Communist 
participation  in  the  Government  of  Italy.  For  one  reason,  it  would  have  a  very, 
I  think,  unfortunate  impact  on  NATO  which  is,  of  course,  a  very  vital  part 
of  our  international  defense  arrangement.  The  United  States  does  have  appre- 
hension on  a  broader  basis  for  Communist  participation  in  the  Italian 
Government. 

VICE   PRESIDENT  ROCKEFELLER 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  Jimmy  Carter's  strength  in  the  South 
and  the  Northeastern  industrial  States,  possibly  of  crucial  importance  in  your 
campaign,  do  you  now  think  it  may  have  been  unwise  for  the  Republican  high 
command  and  you  to  have  told  Vice  President  Nelson  Rockefeller  to  get  lost? 

The  President.  I  certainly  don't  use  your  words  when  I  describe  the  situation 
that  you  have  sought  to  so  dramatically  describe. 

The  decision  by  Nelson  Rockefeller  was  one  that  he  made  himself.  He  has 
been  an  outstanding  Vice  President.  He  has  been  a  close  personal  friend  and 
adviser,  and  I  will,  of  course,  abide  by  his  decision,  as  I  would  by  any  others. 

But,  I  repeat  what  I  said  a  moment  ago,  in  my  looking  around  for  a  Vice- 
Presidential  running  mate,  I  am  not  excluding  anybody. 
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PRESIDENT   ford's  DELEGATE  SUPPORT 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  feel  your  major  problems  are  now  to 
hold  the  nomination  ? 

The  President.  Getting  a  few  more  delegates. 

Q.  Where  specifically  are  the  problems  ? 

The  President.  There  are  around  100  uncommitted  delegates  on  a  pretty  wide 
geographical  basis.  Of  course,  Hawaii  has  18,  Mississippi  has  30,  and  the  others 
are  spread  through  a  number  of  other  States.  So,  we  are  going  to  make  a  maxi- 
mum effort  to  convince  individual  delegates  who  are  uncommitted  as  well  as 
those  two  major  States  that  have  not  yet  committed  themselves. 

U.S.-CHINA  TRADE  AGREEMENTS 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  question  on  international  trade.  The  American 
textile  industry  is  very  concerned  about  the  increase  in  imports  of  textiles  from 
the  People's  Republic  of  China.  They  would  like  you  to  negotiate  a  bilateral 
agreement  with  Peking.  What  is  your  view  on  that?  Are  you  doing  anything 
about  it? 

The  President.  I  made  a  statement  ^  about  3  months  ago  that  fully  covers  that. 
If  you  will  refer  back  to  that,  it  will  give  you  a  detailed  answer. 

SELECTION  OF   VICE-PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATE 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  share  with  us  some  of  the  criteria  that  you 
will  be  using  in  selecting  a  Vice  President  ?  You  have  said  here  today  that  you 
will  choose  the  Vice-Presidential  nominee  only  on  his  basis  to  become  President 
should  something  happen  to  you,  but  will  there  be  other  criteria  as  well  ? 

The  President.  That  is  the  principal  one,  of  course,  and  any  other  criteria 
would  have  to  be  secondary  to  that.  But  other  criteria  might  be  age,  compatibility 
with  my  own  philosophy,  the  experience  both  in  domestic  and  international 
affairs.  There  are  a  whole  raft  of  potential  criteria  that  I  think  have  to  be  put 
into  the  formula. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you,  if  I  can,  then,  about  the  process.  As  you  know,  Jimmy 
Carter  had  a  well-publicized  audition,  if  you  will,  of  various  candidates.  Will  you 
ask  the  people  that  you  have  in  mind  to  meet  with  you  either  here  at  the  White 
House  or  a  place  of  their  choice  so  you  can  discuss  with  them  their  philosophy 
of  government  and  any  personal  differences  that  you  may  have  ? 

The  President.  Over  the  years  I  have  done  that  with  all  or  most  of  the  people 


'See  Item  260. 


2036 


July  19  Gerald  R,  Ford,  1976  [674] 

that  are  being  considered,  so  I  don't  think  we  have  to  go  through  the  similar 
kind  of  routine  that  Governor  Carter  vv^ent  through. 

As  I  understood  it,  he  had  never  met  several  of  the  people  that  he  considered. 
So,  I  could  really  understand  w^hy  he  w^ent  through  that  process.  Because  of  my 
experience  and  knov^ledge  about  all  of  the  individuals  that  I  think  are  being 
considered,  I  don't  think  that  kind  of  a  process  has  to  be  carried  out. 

EFFECT  OF   COMMUNISTS   IN  ITALIAN  GOVERNMENT  ON  U.S.  POLICY  TOW^ARD  ITALY 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  follow^  up  on  the  question  of  Italy,  since  it  is 
possibly  related  to  other  European  countries,  is  there  an  American  formula, 
should  the  Communists  go  to  pov^er  in  Italy,  w^hich  v^ill  be  applied  ? 

The  President.  We  aren't  going  to  dictate  any  formula  to  the  Government 
of  Italy  or  to  the  people  of  Italy.  That  is  a  decision  for  them  to  make.  But  I  have 
expressed  our  view^s  concerning  Communist  involvement  in  that  Government  as 
far  as  its  impact  on  NATO. 

SWINE   FLU   immunization  PROGRAM 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  we  ask  you  about  the  swine  flu  program?  We 
understand  it  is  in  jeopardy  now.  The  insurance  companies  will  not  insure  the 
pharmaceutical  companies  which  are  making  up  the  batch  of  vaccine.  What  can 
you  do  about  it  ?  Can  the  Government  supply  insurance  ? 

The  President.  Last  week  the  Secretary  of  HEW  and  Dr.  Cooper  ^  met  with 
the  four  manufacturers  and  their  legal  counsel.  I  got  a  report  Friday  from 
Secretary  Mathews.  He  was  more  optimistic  than  some  of  the  press  stories 
seemed  to  indicate.  I  have  not  talked  to  him  today,  but  we  are  going  to  find  a 
way,  either  with  or  without  the  help  of  Congress,  to  carry  out  this  program 
that  is  absolutely  essential,  a  program  that  was  recommended  to  me  unanimously 
by  25  or  30  of  the  top  medical  people  in  this  particular  field.  So,  we  are  going 
to  find  a  way,  and  I  think  we  will  eventually  do  it.  And  I  expect  the  full 
cooperation  of  the  industry  and  all  other  parties  involved. 

LEGISLATIVE   PROPOSAL  TO  RESTORE   PUBLIC   CONFIDENCE   IN  THE  GOVERNMENT 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  that  Watergate  reform  bill,  the  Senate  version  of 
it  goes  to  the  floor  today.  Until  last  week  the  administration,  I  gather,  was  very 
much  opposed  to  it.  Now  you  are  in  with  a  major  proposal  to  change  it.  Can  you 
tell  us  how  the  administration  came  up  with  these  proposals  at  the  Uth  hour? 


^  Theodore  Cooper,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Health,  Public  Health  Service,  Department  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare. 
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The  President.  The  administration  has  had  many  reservations  about  several 
of  the  provisions  in  the  bill  that  is  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  at  the  present 
time.  One,  the  Senate  bill  provides,  as  w^e  understand  it — and  we  have  gone 
into  it  v^ith  some  outstanding  legal  scholars — an  unconstitutional  method  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Special  Prosecutor. 

So,  v^hat  we  have  recommended  is  a  completely  constitutional  method  of 
selecting  a  Special  Prosecutor,  one  that  would  call  for  a  Special  Prosecutor 
recommended  by  the  President,  confirmed  by  the  Senate  for  a  3-year  term,  with 
that  particular  Special  Prosecutor  being  ineligible  to  serve  other  than  the  first 
3  years. 

That  is  definitely  a  constitutional  way  to  have  a  Special  Prosecutor  who 
would  have  criminal  authority  over  any  allegations  made  against  a  President, 
a  Vice  President,  high  executive  officials,  all  Members  of  Congress,  and  those 
involved  in  the  judiciary. 

Our  reservation  was  not  as  to  the  thrust  but  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
several  provisions,  including  the  one  I  have  just  described. 

Q.  What  is  your  proposal? 

The  President.  Well,  it  is  our  proposal  that  we  feel  would  accomplish  the 
job  of  restoring  public  confidence  in  all  three  branches  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  do  it  in  a  constitutional  way. 

PARDON  OF  FORMER  PRESIDENT  NIXON 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  his  acceptance  speech.  Senator  Mondale  specifi- 
cally attacked  you  for  your  pardon  of  Richard  Nixon  and  received  prolonged 
applause  from  the  people  in  the  hall.  And  later,  Mr.  Carter  said  it  was  an  issue 
that  apparently  ran  very  deep  in  this  country.  Do  you  consider  your  pardon  of 
Mr.  Nixon  a  liability  ? 

The  President.  I  decided  to  grant  the  pardon  in  the  national  interest.  At 
that  time  the  United  States  was  faced  with  serious  economic  problems,  and 
we  were  still  involved  in  a  long  and  difficult  war  in  Southeast  Asia.  We  had 
very  important  matters  to  face  and  to  solve.  We  could  not  be  involved  in  the 
Nixon  matter  and  concentrate  fully  on  the  more  important  matters.  I  decided 
in  the  national  interest.  I  would  do  it  again. 

unification  of  the  republican  party 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  will  you  tell  me,  sir,  what  it  is  that  you  are  accom- 
plishing when  you  unite  both  wings  of  the  party,  when  it  is  widely  recognized 
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that  the  party  is  a  minority  party  in  American  pohtics  ?  And  how  do  you  win 
an  election  that  way? 

The  President.  Well,  we  are  going  to  unite  the  Republican  Party  and  appeal 
to  Independent  voters  and  a  number  of  Democrats,  just  as  the  Republicans  did 
in  1968  and  1972. 

PARDON   OF    FORMER  PRESIDENT  NIXON 

[23.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  connection  with  the  pardon,  in  both  Senator 
Mondale's  speech  and  in  Jimmy  Carter's  speech,  there  seemed  to  be  a  linkage 
between  the  pardon  and  Watergate,  itself.  Do  you  see  any  such  linkage,  number 
one,  and  secondly,  do  you  think  that  Watergate  should  be  an  issue  in  this 
campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  granted  the  pardon  because  I  thought  it  was  in  the  national 
interest.  I  think  the  American  people  will  make  the  decision,  not  myself, 
whether  it  will  be  an  issue  or  not. 

REPUBLICAN   CONVENTION   BALLOTING  PROCEDURE 

[24.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  expect  a  rules  fight  at  the  convention 
that  will  allow  some  delegates  to  abstain  on  the  first  ballot  and  possibly  the 
second  ballot? 

The  President.  Well,  the  Justice  amendment,  which  we  are  proposing, 
would  require  that  all  delegates  vote  according  to  the  laws  under  which  they 
were  selected.  And  I  think  that  is  a  very  proper  amendment  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  people  that  supported  those  individuals  at  the  time  they  were 
chosen. 

Q.  Can  I  follow  up,  sir  ?  Do  you  have  an  indication  from  the  Reagan  people 
that  they  will  not  try  and  change  the  Justice  amendment  ? 

The  President.  To  my  knowledge,  we  have  not  consulted  with  them. 

REPUBLICAN  VICE-PRESIDENTIAL   CANDIDATE 

[25.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  many  Vice-Presidential  possibilities  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

The  President.  Quite  a  few. 

Q.  Like  maybe  a  half  dozen,  a  dozen  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  get  into  the  numbers  game.  We  have  a 
fine,  fine  array  of  talent  in  the  Republican  Party  and  maybe  elsewhere.  And 
so  we  will  just  keep  that  open  until  we  make  the  final  choice. 

Q.  [Inaudible], 
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The  President.  You  heard  me  correctly. 

Q.  Do  your  comments  on  the  Vice-Presidency  here  today  rule  out  any  pos- 
sibiUty  you  will  declare  the  nomination  open  and  let  the  convention  in  Kansas 
City  decide  the  Vice-Presidential  selection  ? 

The  President.  I  will  certainly  make  a  recommendation,  and  I  hope  the 
convention  would  follow  my  recommendation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  since  you  have  known  all  of  the  people  involved  as  a  poten- 
tial Vice  President  so  long  and  so  well,  is  it  possible  you  have  made  your  decision 
and  are  delaying  the  announcement  until  the  convention? 

The  President.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us  what  elsewhere  is  ? 

The  President.  Well,  use  your  imagination. 

ford  administration  efforts  to  prevent  possible  ARAB   OIL  EMBARGO 

[26.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Governor  Carter  has  said  that  if  the  Arabs  were  to 
impose  another  oil  embargo,  he  would  treat  that  as  an  economic  declaration  of 
war  and  cut  off  all  U.S.  trade  with  the  Arab  nations.  What  do  you  think  of  that 
proposal  ? 

The  President.  We  have  been  able,  through  diplomatic  successes,  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  a  Middle  Eastern  war  and  thereby  avoided  the  possibility  of  an  oil 
embargo.  I  am  confident  that  the  Ford  administration  successes,  diplomatically, 
in  the  Middle  East,  will  preclude  any  such  situation  as  was  indicated  by  Mr. 
Carter. 

If  you  are  doing  things  right,  if  you  have  the  trust  of  Arab  nations,  as  well 
as  Israel,  I  don't  think  we  have  to  look  forward  to  either  a  Middle  Eastern  war  or 
an  oil  embargo. 

the    summer    OLYMPIC    GAMES 

[27.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  about  the  Olympics?  Now  that  Taiwan 
and  the  African  nations  have  pulled  out,  what  is  your  assessment  of  the  situation 
and  what  changes  would  you  like  to  see  made  in  the  next  Olympics  ? 

The  President.  I  am  very  proud  of  the  successes  I  read  about  of  the  American 
team  there  yesterday.  They  did  very,  very  well  in  the  100-meter  freestyle  and 
several  other  events,  and  I  think  the  American  team  has  done  well  and  will 
continue  to  do  well. 

Q.  Has  it  been  overpoliticized  ? 

The  President.  We  have  tried  to  keep  the  athletic  competition  at  the  inter- 
national level  away  from  being  pawns  in  international  politics.  We  did  our  very 
best  to  achieve  that  result.  And  the  net  result  was,  with  some  unfortunate  cir- 
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cumstances,  that  the  athletes  are  able  to  compete,  and  I  am  proud  of  the 
American  successes. 

PRESIDENT  ford's   CAMPAIGN  APPROACH 

[28.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  will  your  race  with  Jimmy  Carter  be  a  conserva- 
tive versus  a  liberal  race  ?  What  is  the  difference  between  your  philosophy  and 
Mr.  Carter's  in  those  terms  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  pass  judgment  on  my  opponent's  campaign. 
We  are  going  to  run  our  own  campaign,  which  is  one  of  a  record  of  accomplish- 
ment in  foreign  policy,  domestic  policy,  and  the  restoration  of  trust  in  the 
White  House.  What  they  do  is  for  them  to  decide. 

Q.  You  cannot  then  describe  Carter  as  a  liberal  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  pin  a  label  on  anybody.  I  am  going  to  just 
say  that  we  have  done  a  good  job,  and  on  the  basis  of  doing  a  good  job,  I  think 
the  American  people  will  want  the  same  kind  of  a  job  done  for  the  next  4  years. 

LEGAL  REQUIREMENT  FOR  A  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION  COMMITTEE 

[29.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  were  Vice  President  you  said  that  you 
would  not  employ  anything  such  as  CREEP  [Committee  for  the  Re-Election  of 
the  President],  as  President  Nixon  had,  that  you  would  have  no  separate  com- 
mittee. Now  we  understand  there  will  be  a  President  Ford  election  committee 
and  you  will  not  be  relying  entirely  on  the  Republican  National  Committee. 

The  President.  I  think  that  is  caused  by  the  election  reform  act  that  was 
passed  late  in  1974.  When  I  made  that  speech  out  in  Chicago — I  think  some- 
time in  1973  or  early  197^1 — that  election  law  had  not  been  enacted.  Once  that  law 
was  enacted,  it  does  require  that  you  maintain  a  national  committee  and  that 
the  candidate  for  the  Presidency  have  a  separate  organization.  So,  as  much  as  I 
might  want  to  put  the  two  together,  it  is  precluded  by  the  law  itself. 

QUALIFICATION   TO   BE   PRESIDENT 

[30.]     Q.  Mr.  President,  Senator  Mondale  says  that  you  didn't  have  the  intel- 
ligence to  be  a  good  President.  What  do  you  think  ? 
The  President.  Well,  I  think  the  American  people  will  judge  that. 

MEETINGS  with  UNCOMMITTED  DELEGATES 

[31.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  can  we  assume  that  you  will  see  all  the  noncommit- 
ted  delegates  by  the  time  the  convention  begins  ? 

The  President.  I  would  hope  I  could,  but  I  can't  categorically  promise  that. 
I  would  like  to,  definitely. 
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ABORTION 

[32.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Supreme  Court  recently  handed  down  another 
decision  on  abortion  essentially  strengthening  the  first  one.  What  does  this  do 
to  your  position  that  you  prefer  a  constitutional  amendment  turning  it  back  to 
the  States  ?  Have  you  given  up  hope  nov^  for  that  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  see  ]\ow  that  recommendation  on  my  part  is  undercut 
by  the  recent  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  do  not  believe  in  abortion  on 
demand.  I  do  think  you  have  a  right  to  have  an  abortion  v^here  the  life  of  the 
mother  is  involved,  where  there  was  rape.  I  don't  go  along  with  those  who  ad- 
vocate an  amendment  that  would  be  so  ironclad  you  couldn't  under  any  circum- 
stances have  an  abortion. 

I  reiterate  what  I  have  said  on  a  number  of  occasions.  I  think  an  amendment 
that  permits  the  voters  in  a  State  to  decide  whether  in  that  State  they  want  or 
don't  want,  is  a  proper  way  to  give  the  people  of  this  country  or  in  their  respective 
States  the  decisionmaking  power. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  don't  you  think  their  decision  makes  it  more  difficult  to  get 
that  amendment,  however  ? 

The  President.  Not  necessarily. 

PERSONNEL   CHANGES   IN  THE  FBI 

[33.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  comment  one  way  or  another  on 
that  recent  shakeup  in  the  FBI  on  the  Kelly  dismissal  of  Mr.  Callahan  ?  ^ 

The  President.  That  was  a  decision  by  the  Attorney  General  and  by  the  FBI 
Director.  Mr.  Callahan  was  not  a  Presidential  appointee  so  it  was  handled  by  the 
proper  authorities. 

JIMMY  carter 

[34.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  presumably  you  watched  a  little  bit  of  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention  on  television.  If  so,  would  you  tell  us  how  Jimmy 
Carter  came  across  to  you  as  a  personality,  as  a  potential  campaigner,  and  as  an 
opponent  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  really  had  any  impression  of  him.  [Laughter'] 

Q.  You  didn't  watch  enough  to  get  an  impression  of  him  ? 

The  President.  I  was  pretty  busy. 


^  Nicholas  P.  Callahan  was  discharged  as  Associate  Director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  on 
July  16  for  alleged  illegal  administration  of  the  Bureau's  Recreational  Association  Fund. 
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MEETING  WITH  THE  NEW   JERSEY  DELEGATES 

[35.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  all  67  members  of  the  New  Jersey  delegation  are  al- 
ready in  your  column. 

The  President.  I  hope. 

Q.  Why  are  you  bringing  them  down  here  this  afternoon  to  a  private  meet- 
ing from  which  the  press  has  been  barred  ? 

The  President.  I  am  inviting  them  down  because  I  want  to  meet  them  per- 
sonally, just  as  I  said  a  few  moments  ago.  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  all  of  the  delegates  and  alternates  to  the  national  con- 
vention, and  this  is  a  good  way  for  me  to  do  with  the  New  Jersey  delegation  as 
I  have  with  the  other  delegations. 

Q.  What  will  be  the  nature  of  this  meeting,  and  do  you  have  any  thoughts 
about  the  exclusion  of  the  press  from 

The  President.  I  didn't  know  until  a  few  moments  ago  that  members  of  the 
press  were  excluded. 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  revoke  it  ?  [Laughter'] 

The  President.  We  have  had  a  numer  of  such  meetings,  and  the  question 
never  came  up  from  the  press  before,  and  I  just  don't  see  why  we  should  make 
an  exception  here. 

PRESIDENT  ford's   RATING  IN  PUBLIC  OPINION   POLLS 

[^6,]  Q.  Mr.  President,  why  are  you  down  so  far  in  the  polls  when  you 
are  pitted  against  Jimmy  Carter  ? 

The  President.  The  only  poll  that  really  counts  is  the  one  that  is  going  to 
come  on  November  2  when  the  voters  of  this  country  decide  in  all  50  States.  And 
I  will  rely  on  that  one. 

Q.  But  how  can  you  account  for  the  preferences  there  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  we  should  analyze  the  ups  and  downs  of  periodic 
public  opinion  polls.  The  real  one  that  counts — and  that  is  the  one  that  is  going 
to  decide  this  great  election — is  the  one  that  comes  November  2. 

note:  President  Ford's  thirty-fifth  news  conference  began  at  1:30  p.m.  on  the  North  Lawn  at  the  White 
House. 
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675 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  on  Proposed  Legislation  To  Restore  Public  Confidence 
in  the  Integrity  of  the  Government.     July  19 ,  1976 

ONE  OF  the  foremost  objectives  of  my  Administration  has  been  to  restore 
public  faith  and  trust  in  the  integrity  of  all  three  branches  of  our  government, 
the  executive^  the  legislative  and  the  judicial.  Much  progress  has  been  made, 
but  wc  must  take  additional  steps  to  insure  that  public  concerns  are  fully 
satisfied. 

The  Senate  now  has  before  it  a  bill,  S.  495,  v^hich  could  serve  these  important 
objectives.  How^ever,  as  drafted,  S.  495  contains  serious  Constitutional  and  prac- 
tical problems,  and  it  is  so  narrow^ly  draw^n  that  it  does  not  fairly  and  adequately 
meet  the  objectives  of  such  legislation. 

I  am  w^riting  to  you  today  to  propose  a  substitute  to  S.  495  that  w^ould  correct 
the  Constitutional  deficiencies  in  the  bill  and  v^ould  also  expand  its  scope  so  that 
it  w^ould  apply  in  equal  force  to  the  President,  the  Vice  President,  major 
appointees  of  the  Federal  government,  and  members  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  I  believe  this  new^  bill  represents  a  sound,  constructive  approach 
and  I  v^ould  urge  its  adoption  by  the  Congress. 

In  its  current  form,  S.  495  provides  for  the  appointment  of  temporary  special 
prosecutors  to  deal  w^ith  allegations  of  w^rongdoing  by  key  members  of  the 
government.  The  proposed  legislation  also  w^ould  establish  the  Office  of  Con- 
gressional Legal  Counsel  to  represent  Congress  before  the  Courts,  and  it  provides 
for  public  financial  disclosure  by  high  level  personnel  in  the  government. 

While  I  strongly  support  the  principles  underlying  this  legislation,  I  am 
especially  concerned  about  three  particular  aspects  of  the  bill  in  its  present  form: 

•  Title  I,  w^hich  provides  for  a  series  of  different  independent  and  special 
prosecutors  for  separate  cases  of  alleged  w^rongdoing,  is  of  highly  questionable 
constitutionality  because  it  w^ould  invest  in  the  judiciary  the  power  to  review 
the  role  of  the  Attorney  General  in  conducting  prosecutions  and  the  power  to 
appoint  special  prosecutors  not  subject  to  Executive  direction.  To  grant  the 
judiciary  such  authority  is  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  separation 
of  powers.  Moreover,  S.  495  requires  the  appointment  of  a  different  special 
prosecutor  for  each  case,  all  on  an  ad  hoc  basis.  The  Department  of  Justice 
estimates  that  if  S.  495  were  now  law,  approximately  half  a  dozen  special 
prosecutors  would  have  to  be  appointed,  and  close  to  50  other  matters  possibly 
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requiring  appointment  would  be  under  advisement  by  a  special  court.  This 
extraordinary  result  of  the  present  bill  would  almost  certainly  produce  incon- 
sistency and  inequity  of  prosecutorial  action.  I  must  also  point  out  that  Title  I 
would  not  require  direct  referral  to  a  special  prosecutor  of  allegations  of  wrong- 
doing by  most  members  of  Congress,  while  it  would  require  referral  for  all 
high  level  officers  of  the  executive  branch.  I  do  not  believe  that  such  difference 
in  treatment  should  be  allowed  to  exist  if  public  confidence  in  the  government 
is  to  be  maintained. 

•  Title  II  attempts  to  preempt  certain  law  enforcement  powers  accorded  to 
the  President  by  the  Constitution  and  vest  them  in  the  Congress. 

•  Title  III,  requiring  financial  disclosure  by  numerous  government  officers 
and  employees,  allows  certain  loopholes  in  reporting  procedures,  and  has  certain 
other  deficiences. 

To  remedy  these  defects,  while  advancing  the  principles  of  accountability 
by  officers  and  employees  in  all  three  branches  of  the  Federal  government,  I 
am  transmitting  today  a  substitute  for  S.  495.  I  urge  the  Senate  to  consider 
my  modifications  in  proposals  at  the  same  time  it  considers  S.  495.  I  also  urge 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee  to  consider  my  proposal  at  the  time  of  its 
initial  hearings  on  this  matter  later  this  week. 

The  highlights  of  my  proposed  legislation  to  maintain  the  public's  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  our  government  are  as  follows: 

Thle  I — Reorganization  of  the  Department  of  Justice 

To  avoid  the  problems  in  Title  I,  my  legislative  proposal  would  establish 
a  permanent  Office  of  Special  Prosecutor  to  investigate  and  prosecute  criminal 
wrongdoing  committed  by  high  level  government  officials.  The  Special  Pros- 
ecutor would  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  for  a  single  three-year  term.  Individuals  who  hold  a  high  level 
position  of  trust  and  responsibility  on  the  personal  campaign  staff  of,  or  in  an 
organization  or  political  party  working  on  behalf  of  a  candidate  for  any  elective 
Federal  office  would  be  ineligible  for  appointment.  The  bill  would  sanction 
removal  of  the  Special  Prosecutor  only  for  extraordinary  improprieties  and  in 
the  event  of  removal,  the  President  would  be  required  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittees on  the  Judiciary  a  report  describing  with  particularity  the  grounds 
for  such  action. 

Any  allegation  of  criminal  wrongdoing  concerning  the  President,  Vice 
President,  members  of  Congress,  or  persons  compensated  at  the  rate  of  Level 
I  or  II  of  the  Executive  Schedule  would  be  referred  directly  to  the  Special  Pros- 
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ecutor  for  investigation  and^  if  warranted,  prosecution.  The  Attorney  General 
could  refer  to  the  Special  Prosecutor  any  other  allegation  involving  a  violation 
of  criminal  law^  whenever  he  found  that  it  was  in  the  best  interest  of  the  admin- 
istration of  justice.  The  Special  Prosecutor  could,  however,  decline  to  accept 
the  referral  of  any  allegation.  In  that  event,  the  allegation  would  be  investigated 
by  the  Department  of  Justice. 

The  Special  Prosecutor  would  have  plenary  authority  to  investigate  and 
prosecute  matters  within  his  jurisdiction,  including  the  authority  to  appeal  ad- 
verse judicial  rulings.  However,  in  the  event  of  a  disagreement  with  the  Spe- 
cial Prosecutor  on  an  issue  of  law,  the  Attorney  General  would  be  free  to  pre- 
sent his  position  to  the  court  before  which  the  prosecution  or  appeal  is 
lodged. 

My  proposal  would  also  institutionalize,  by  statute,  the  investigation  and  pros- 
ecution of  violations  of  law  by  government  officials  and  employees  which  do 
not  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Special  Prosecutor.  Title  I  would  also 
establish  by  statute  a  Section  on  Government  Crimes  and  an  Office  of  Profes- 
sional Responsibility  within  the  Department  of  Justice. 

Title  II — Congressional  Legal  Counsel 

I  have  also  proposed  a  revised  Title  II  that  creates  an  Office  of  Congressional 
Legal  Counsel  and  assigns  the  powers  and  duties  of  that  Office.  Like  S.  495,  this 
proposal  gives  Congress  the  legal  assistance  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge 
of  its  functions,  but  it  does  so  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Under  my  proposal,  when  the  Attorney  General  certifies  that 
he  cannot  represent  Congress  or  a  congressional  entity.  Congress  or  the  appro- 
priate house  of  Congress  may  direct  the  Congressional  Legal  Counsel  to  defend 
any  legal  action,  enforce  subpoenas,  bring  described  civil  actions,  intervene  in 
cases  or  appear  as  amicus  curiae  to  defend  the  constitutionality  of  any  law  of 
the  United  States  or  the  powers  and  responsibilities  of  Congress.  Congressional 
Legal  Counsel  may  request  grants  of  immunity  under  the  Organized  Crime 
Control  Act  of  1970. 

In  all  of  these  matters,  my  proposal  like  S.  495,  provides  for  exclusive  con- 
gressional control  and  direction  of  the  activities  of  the  Congressional  Legal 
Counsel. 

Title  III — Government  Personnel;  Financial  Disclosure  Requirements 

My  proposed  bill  recognizes  and  protects  the  public's  right  to  be  assured  that 
public  officials,  regardless  of  which  branch  of  government  they  serve  in,  disclose 
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personal  financial  matters  which  could  give  rise  to  a  conflict  of  interest  in  the 
performance  of  their  official  duties. 

My  proposal  would  require  Federal  public  officers  and  employees  to  file 
financial  reports  with  a  designated  office  in  their  branch  of  government.  In 
addition,  public  disclosure  would  be  made  of  the  financial  statements  of  (i) 
all  elected  officials,  (ii)  high  ranking  officers  or  employees  appointed  by  such 
officials,  (iii)  significant  policy  making  and  confidential  employees,  and  (iv) 
other  employees  compensated  at  the  rate  of  GS-16  or  above  (but  not  those 
in  competitive  civil  service  or  who,  save  for  certain  legal  exemptions,  would  be 
in  the  competitive  civil  service).  My  proposed  legislation  would  also  give  the 
Comptroller  General  oversight  authority  to  audit  such  statements  as  well  as  the 
authority  to  make  findings  of  a  conflict  of  interest  and  if  the  problem  is  not  cor- 
rected, to  make  those  findings  public.  Thus,  the  public's  right  to  have  ac- 
countability from  public  officers  and  employees  is  doubly  protected:  first,  by 
the  executive,  legislative  or  judicial  branch  office  with  which  reports  are  filed, 
and  secondly,  by  the  Comptroller  General. 

In  addition,  my  proposal  would  close  certain  loopholes  contained  in  the 
current  Senate  bill.  For  example,  the  present  proposal  requires  the  reporting 
of  any  item  received  in  kind  whose  fair  market  value  "for  such  item"  exceeds 
$500.  Such  provision  would  allow  a  series  of  gifts  from  the  same  source,  each 
valued  at  less  than  $500  to  go  unreported.  Under  my  proposed  legislation  such 
gifts  would  be  aggregated  and  hence  require  reporting.  Moreover,  my  pro- 
posal would  make  clear  that  while  property  owned  for  personal  use,  such  as  the 
family  home,  furniture,  jewelry,  the  family  car,  etc.,  need  not  be  inventoried  in 
disclosure  forms,  property  of  a  business  or  investment  nature  must  be  reported. 
Assets  unknown  to  the  individual  because  they  are  held  in  a  bona  fide  "blind 
trust"  need  not  be  identified,  but  the  trust  interest  must  be  disclosed. 

I  believe  these  provisions  better  serve  the  public  interest  than  those  contained 
in  S.  495.  Therefore,  I  urge  the  Congress  to  give  prompt  and  favorable 
consideration  to  my  proposal. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 

to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  A  copy  of  the  proposed  legislation  was  also  in- 

of  Representatives,   and  the  Honorable  Nelson  A.        eluded  as  part  of  the  release. 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  Convention  Abolishing 
the  Requirement  of  Legalisation  for  Foreign  Public  Documents. 
July  19,  1976 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification, 
I  transmit  herew^ith  a  certified  copy  of  the  Convention  Abolishing  the  Require- 
ment of  Legahsation  for  Foreign  Pubfic  Documents  adopted  at  the  Ninth 
Session  of  the  Hague  Conference  on  Private  International  Law^  on  October  26, 
1960.  The  Convention,  v^hich  was  opened  for  signature  on  October  5,  1961,  is 
presently  in  force  in  twenty  countries. 

This  is  the  third  convention  in  the  field  of  international  civil  procedure  pro- 
duced by  the  Hague  Conference  on  Private  International  Law  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senate.  It  complements  the  Conventions  on  the  Service  Abroad  of  Judicial  and 
Extrajudicial  Documents  in  Civil  and  Commercial  Matters  and  on  the  Taking 
of  Evidence  Abroad  in  Civil  and  Commercial  Matters  which  are  already  in 
force  for  the  United  States  to  assist  litigants  and  their  lawyers  in  civil  proceedings 
abroad. 

The  provisions  of  the  Convention  contain  short  and  simple  rules  which  will 
reduce  costs  and  delays  for  litigants  in  international  cases.  The  provisions  would 
eliminate  unnecessary  authentication  of  documents  without  affecting  the  integ- 
rity of  such  documents.  They  would  also  free  judges  and  other  officials,  who 
presently  certify  signatures,  from  the  time-consuming  and  unnecessary  adminis- 
trative process  presently  required. 

The  Convention  has  been  thoroughly  studied  by  the  bench  and  bar  of  the 
United  States.  Its  ratification  is  supported  by  the  Judicial  Conference  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  American  Bar  Association,  and  by  other  bar  associations 
at  the  state  and  local  level. 

I  recommend  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  promptly  give  its  advice 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  this  Convention. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  19,  1976. 

note:  The  convention  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  L  (94th  Cong.,  2d  sess.). 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  a  Protocol  To  Amend  the 
Interim  Convention  on  Conservation  of  North  Pacific  Fur  Seals. 
July  19,  1976 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification, 
I  transmit  herew^ith  the  Protocol  amending  the  Interim  Convention  on  Con- 
servation of  North  Pacific  Fur  Seals,  signed  at  Washington  on  February  9, 1957, 
w^hich  Protocol  v^as  signed  at  Washington  on  May  7,  1976,  on  behalf  of  the 
Governments  of  Canada,  Japan,  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics,  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  provisions  of  the  Protocol  v^ere  initially  formulated  by  the  North  Pacific 
Fur  Seal  Conference  held  at  Washington  from  December  1  through  Decem- 
ber 12,  1975. 

I  transmit  also  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  v^ith  respect  to  the  Protocol. 

This  Protocol  is  significant  because  it  permits  the  continuation  in  force,  with 
minor  modifications,  of  the  only  international  agreement  affording  protection  to 
the  fur  seals  of  the  North  Pacific.  I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  favorable 
consideration  to  this  Protocol  at  an  early  date  because  all  the  States  party  to 
the  Interim  Convention  must  ratify  the  Protocol  prior  to  October  14,  1976  to 
prevent  the  lapse  of  the  Interim  Convention. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  19,  1976. 

note:  The  protocol  and  accompanying  papers  arc  printed  in  Senate  Executive  M  (94th  Cong.,  2d  sess.)- 

678 

Statement  Announcing  Intention  To  Convene  the  White  House 
Conference   on  Library   and   Information   Services. 
July  19,  1976 

I  AM  today  announcing  my  intention  to  convene  the  White  House  Conference 
on  Library  and  Information  Services,  provided  for  in  Public  Law^  93-568.  Real- 
ization of  the  full  potential  of  this  conference  lies  in  the  hands  of  dedicated  pro- 
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fessionals  working  day-to-day  in  this  area.  These  individuals  will  make  the 
White  House  Conference  on  Library  and  Information  Services  a  successful  and 
productive  event. 

The  challenge  confronting  those  who  provide  information  services  to  the 
public  is  one  of  harnessing  modern  technology.  Telecommunications,  com- 
puters, and  micrographics  must  be  further  employed  to  reduce  the  costs  of 
making  information  more  widely  accessible  and  improving  the  speed  and  ac- 
curacy with  which  source  materials  can  be  supplied.  The  librarian  of  today's 
space  age  serves  a  profession  and  a  public  more  demanding  and  exacting  than 
ever  before. 

Within  the  next  few  months,  I  will  request  from  the  Congress  the  appropria- 
tions necessary  to  fund  the  conference  and  announce  my  appointments  for  the 
Advisory  Committee  to  the  White  House  Conference  on  Library  and  Informa- 
tion Services.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  White  House  Conference  on  Library  and 
Information  Services  will,  through  its  State,  territorial,  and  national  assemblies, 
provide  the  impetus  for  advancing  the  quality  of  America's  informational 
services. 

679 

Telephone  Conversation  With  National  Aeronautics  and  Space 
Administration  Officials  on  the  Mars  Landing  of  the  Viking  I 
Spacecraft.     July  20,  1976 

The  President.  Dr.  Fletcher  ? 

Dr.  Fletcher.  Hello,  Mr.  President.  Jim  Martin  and  myself  are  on  the  line. 

The  President.  It's  nice  to  talk  to  you,  Jim  Martin. 

Let  me  congratulate  Dr.  Jim  Fletcher,  the  Administrator  of  NASA,  and  you, 
the  Viking  Project  Coordinator,  for  the  just  wonderful  and  most  remarkable 
success  in  this  historic  mission.  I  also  think  it  appropriate  to  thank  the  thousands 
and  thousands  of  dedicated  scientists,  technicians,  and  other  NASA  personnel 
involved  across  the  country,  as  w^ell  as  those  from  universities  and  private  in- 
dustry v^ho  gave  such  invaluable  assistance  over  the  long  period  of  development 
and  production. 

I  think  it's  amazing  to  think  that  in  the  span  of  a  single  lifetime,  the  explora- 
tion of  air  and  space  has  grovi^n  from  the  dreams  of  a  very,  very  few  individuals  to 
such  a  massive  cooperative  reality.  We  have  gone  from  a  flight  of  a  few  seconds 
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and  a  few  hundred  feet  for  a  yearlong  journey  to  Mars,  crossing  some  440  mil- 
lion miles. 

Unfortunately,  your  search  for  a  safe  landing  forced  you  to  delay  the  Viking's 
landing  beyond  the  scheduled  July  4  date.  But  by  an  extraordinary  coincidence, 
today  is  another  historic  anniversary.  Seven  years  ago,  July  20, 1969,  v^e  received 
a  transmission  from  the  Moon  telling  us,  "The  Eagle  has  landed." 

Today's  landing,  like  that  one,  represents  the  realization  of  a  dream  that  is 
many,  many  centuries  old.  In  a  sense  it  is  even  more  significant,  for  today  v^e 
are  touching  another  planet,  one  that  has  long  excited  mankind's  imagination. 
And  this  mission  offers  the  possibility  of  a  momentous  discovery  in  the  history 
of  mankind — the  existence  of  life  elsev^here  in  the  universe. 

If  the  experiments  of  Vikings  I  and  II  do  not  reveal  living  organisms,  they 
vv^ill  learn  other  secrets  of  the  universe.  They  w^ill  tell  us  a  good  many  things 
about  our  ow^n  planet — opening  up  new  possibilities  for  exploration — and 
should  produce  knowledge  that  will  improve  the  quality  of  life  right  here  on 
Earth. 

Our  achievements  in  space  represent  not  only  the  height  of  technological 
skills,  they  also  reflect  the  best  in  our  country — our  character,  the  capacity  for 
creativity  and  sacrifice,  and  a  willingness  to  reach  into  the  unknown. 

To  both  of  you  Jims  and  your  associates,  I  have  designated  today,  July  20, 1976, 
as  Space  Exploration  Day  [Proclamation  4449],  and  I  strongly  encourage  all 
Americans  to  follow  the  progress  of  our  Viking  missions  and  to  reflect  on  our 
journey  into  the  unknown. 

Now,  either  one  of  you  two  Jims,  could  I  ask  a  few  questions  ? 

Dr.  Fletcher.  Carry  on,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  As  far  as  I  can  tell — what  kind  of  shape  is  the  spacecraft  in  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  This  is  Jim  Martin. 

The  President.  Yes,  Jim. 

Mr.  Martin.  Mr.  President,  the  spacecraft  appears  to  be  extremely  healthy. 
All  the  telemetry  indications  we  have  say  that  it  landed  softly  and  safely.  It 
is  just  taking  beautiful  pictures. 

The  President.  Just  a  few  moments  ago,  before  I  came  on  the  line,  I  saw 
some  of  the  pictures.  And  it's  almost  impossible  to  visualize  that  that  quality  of 
photography  could  be  transmitted  from  400-and-some  million  miles  back  to 
the  United  States  and  have  such  a  clear  resolution. 

What  kind  of  movement,  if  any,  do  we  anticipate  and,  if  there  is  any  move- 
ment on  Mars,  how  will  it  appear  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  Well,  Mr.  President,  if  there  is  real  fast  movement,  like  an 
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animal,  I  am  afraid  it  will  appear  as  a  blur.  If  there  is  slow  movement,  like 
a  rock  rolling  along  or  a  slow  cloud  moving  by  in  the  distance,  we  will  probably 
see  that  go  by. 

Right  now,  all  we  are  seeing  is  the  landscape  with  what  may  be  blue  sky  in 
the  distance.  We  have  only  black  and  white  at  the  moment,  and  we  can't  quite 
see  what  is  on  the  landscape  at  the  moment.  But  if  anything  moves  slowly  along 
the  landscape,  we  would  see  it. 

The  President.  Will  you  have  other  pictures  which  will  be  more  definitive  in 
a  more  localized  area  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  .  Yes,  we  plan  to  take,  over  the  next  2  or  3  days,  a  series  that  will 
be  right  out  in  front  of  the  lander  where  we  hope  to  dig  a  sample  about  8  days 
from  now.  We  will  look  for  a  safe  place  to  dig  up  some  dirt  that  we  will  then 
put  into  the  biology  experiments  and  into  the  organic  analysis  experiments. 

The  President.  .  Is  there  any  time  limit  on  how  long  you  can  take  pictures 
of  this  quality  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  No,  we  believe  from  all  of  our  testing  that  we  should  be  able 
to  take  pictures  through  the  primary  mission,  which  extends  to  about  the  middle 
of  November.  There  is  nothing  really  to  wear  out.  This  is  a  line  scan  camera, 
facsimile  camera.  It  takes  a  line  at  a  time.  That  is  why  it  takes  quite  a  while 
to  take  a  picture.  We  will  only  get  three  or  four  pictures  per  day,  but  they 
should  all  continue  to  be  of  this  quality. 

The  President.  How  long  does  it  take,  once  the  picture  is  taken,  to  get  the 
necessary  resolution  back  to  us  here  on  Earth  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  The  first  picture  you  saw,  which  included  the  footpad,  took 
about  5  minutes  to  take  on  Mars,  and  then  it  is  transmitted  by  a  relay  radio  up  to 
the  orbiter  flying  overhead.  Then  the  orbiter  sends  the  picture  to  Earth,  and  it 
takes  about  four  times  as  long.  So,  it  took  20  minutes  to  send  back  the  first  picture 
from  the  orbiter.  And  then  this  bigger  picture  that  is  coming  in  now  with  the 
panorama  will  take  about  40  minutes  to  come  back  to  Earth. 

The  President.  Well,  apparently  everything  is  going  extremely  well.  Your 
spectrometers,  your  so-called  cookers,  as  they  are  called — everything  is  going 
A-OK.J^ 

Mr.  Martin.  Everything  is  really  fine.  We,  of  course,  haven't  and  won't 
operate  some  of  the  instruments  for  a  few  days.  We  did  measure  the  constitu- 
ents and  composition  of  the  atmosphere  as  we  came  down  through  it,  and  all 
indications  are  that  the  instruments  worked  just  fine.  We  don't  know  yet 
what  the  atmosphere  is,  but  we  will  know  in  a  few  hours. 
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The  President.  When  do  you  anticipate  that  Viking  II  will  go  through  the 
same  process  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  Viking  II  arrives  at  the  planet  on  August  7,  and  we  will  put  it 
into  orbit  on  that  day.  Right  now^  our  nominal  plan  is  to  land  it  on  September  4. 

The  President.  Have  you  picked  the  place  where  it  will  land,  or  not? 

Mr.  Martin.  Not  yet,  Mr.  President. 

Dr.  Fletcher.  No,  Mr.  President,  we  are  still  looking  for  two  choices — 
one  south  of  the  Equator,  and  one  up  closer  to  the  polar  cap,  about  45  degrees 
north  latitude. 

The  President.  Well,  the  two  of  them  then  will  be  there  simultaneously  and 
operating  from  different  locations  ? 

Mr.  Martin.  Yes,  that  is  one  of  our  hopes,  because  we  have  a  seismometer 
on  board,  and  if  we  can  measure  a  Mars  quake  with  both  landers,  then  we  can 
locate  quite  precisely  where  it  is  on  the  surface  of  the  planet. 

The  President.  Do  we  have  any  plans  for  a  Viking  III,  et  cetera  ? 

Dr.  Fletcher.  Mr.  President,  we  are  thinking  very  hard  about  that  right  now. 
I  just  got  a  big  bunch  of  applause  from  our  team  on  that  question. 

The  President.  I  suspected  that  there  might  be  approval  among  all  of  you 
for  such  a  landing  and  such  a  project. 

Mr.  Martin.  Mr.  President,  the  team  is  ready  for  Vikings  III,  IV,  V,  and  VI. 

The  President.  Well,  give  everybody  my  very  best,  will  you,  Jim  Fletcher 
and  Jim  Martin  ?  And  thank  all  of  those  there  with  you  and  transmit  to  all  of 
the  others,  whether  they  were  in  our  colleges,  universities,  in  NASA,  or  wher-. 
ever  else  they  were,  for  a  job  well  done.  And  let  me  express  to  each  of  you  and 
all  of  the  group,  my  very  best  wishes  for  a  great  job.  We  are  all  very  proud  of 
you. 

Mr.  Martin.  We  appreciate  those  kind  words,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Good  luck. 

note:    The    President    spoke    at    9:21    a.m.    from       and  Mr.  Martin  at  the  Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory  in 
the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House  to  Dr.  Fletcher       Pasadena,  CaHf. 
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Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Shirley  Temple  Black  as 
Chief  of  Protocol  for  the  State  Department.     July  20,  1976 

SHIRLEY,  it's  a  great  honor  for  me  to  have  the  opportunity  of  asking  the 
Ambassador  to  swear  you  in  to  this  very  important  post.  It's  a  great  reward 
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for  the  outstanding  service  that  you  have  given,  first  as  a  Representative  at  the 
United  Nations  and,  more  recently,  in  Ghana,  in  Africa. 

Your  record  in  each  case  v^as  superb.  You've  got  a  great  challenge  here,  and 
I  am  absolutely  certain  that  with  your  training  in  the  various  areas  of  diplomacy, 
plus  your  long  experience  in  trying  to  serve  the  public  in  various  causes,  your 
service  here  v^ill  be  the  kind  that  will  be  in  the  best  interest  of  our  country. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  you  back.  We  will  be  seeing  a  good  bit  of  you,  as 
the  Ambassador  knows,  and  we  look  forward  to  those  opportunities.  And  I  am 
sure  you  are  going  to  be  with  us  tonight,  are  you  not  ? 

Ambassador  Black.  Yes,  indeed. 

The  President.  We  have  to  swear  you  in,  first,  but  we  are  looking  forward 
to  that. 

Mr.  Ambassador,  will  you  please  swear  in  Shirley  Temple  Black  as  the  new 
Protocol  Officer? 

[At  this  point,  Stuart  W,  Roc\well,  Deputy  Chief  of  Protocol,  administered  the  oath  of 
office.] 

Ambassador  Black.  Mr.  President,  it's  a  high  honor  indeed  that  you  have 
bestowed  upon  me.  It's  a  great  honor  to  be  the  first  woman  Chief  of  Protocol 
for  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  don't  know  why,  Mr.  President,  it  took  200  years  for  one  of  us  to  get  the 
job,  but  I  will  do  all  my  very  best  work  to  try  to  fill  all  the  various  assorted  sizes 
of  shoes  of  the  distinguished  men  who  have  been  Chief  of  Protocol. 

I  also  want  to  say,  Mr.  President,  I  think  I  met  you  first  almost  10  years  ago, 
and  it's  a  very  extreme  honor  for  me  to  be  serving — during  our  Bicentennial 
Year — serving  a  man  who  I  consider  to  be  one  of  the  most  honest,  most  impor- 
tant men  I  have  known  in  my  life. 

And  so,  for  that  reason,  I  again  thank  you  for  this  appointment  and,  also, 
for  the  last  appointment  as  United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Republic  of  Ghana. 

I  have  to  tell  you,  Mr.  President,  one  more  thing— that  in  order  to  take  this 
job,  I  had  to  go  to  my  African  chief  in  Cape  Coast,  Ghana,  because  I  was  an 
honorary  abontsendomhene ,  or  a  deputy  chief  for  the  Oguaa  Traditional  Area, 
I  went  to  the  chief  on  July  4,  this  year,  and  I  said,  ''May  I  have  your  permission 
to  not  only  remain  as  your  honorary  African  chief  but  I  am  now  going  to  be 
Chief  of  Protocol."  He  smiled;  he  was  very  pleased,  and  wished  me  well. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  President.  I  am  honored  to  serve.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  Let  me  further  explain  Shirley's  first  meeting  with  me.  She 
dared  the  congressional  route  to  Washington,  following  Art  Younger.  And 
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Shirley  was  one  of  several  candidates,  and  I  thought  she  would  make  an  excel- 
lent Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  But  fate  didn't  turn  it  out  that 
way,  so  you  went  the  diplomatic  route  in  your  efforts  to  come  to  Washington. 
You  have  been  so  successful  in  the  latter,  it's  probably  better  that  you  didn't 
win  it  before.  [Laughter] 

Ambassador  Black.  Mr.  President,  I  think  you  are  an  excellent  President. 
[Laughter] 

The  President.  It  is  real  nice  to  see  you,  and  the  very  best  to  you, 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:37  p.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
Transmitting  First  Annual  Report  of  Executive  Branch  Activities 
Under  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974.     July  20,  1976 

THIS  LETTER  forwards  the  report  of  executive  branch  activity  in  1975  to 
comply  v^ith  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974  in  accordance  v^ith  the  provisions  of 
Section  3(p)  of  the  Act. 

This  is  the  first  annual  report  under  the  Act  which  I  signed  on  December  31, 
1974.  It  includes  both  a  summary  description  and  assessment  of  agency  activities 
under  the  Privacy  Act,  and  a  list  of  agency  personal  data  systems  subject  to  the 
Act. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  The  2 -volume  report  is  entitled  "Federal  Personal 

to    the    Honorable    Carl    Albert,    Speaker    of    the  Data  Systems  Subject  to  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974 — 

House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable  Nel-  First  Annual  Report  of  the  President  for  Calendar 

son  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate.  Year  1975." 
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Remarks  to  Members  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  at  a 
Bicentennial  Celebration.     July  20,  1976 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  diplomatic  corps  and  distinguished  guests: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  delighted  to  have  all  of  you  here  on  this  occasion  this 
evening.  On  behalf  of  the  American  people,  I  thank  you  for  your  very  generous 
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and  enthusiastic  response  of  your  governments  and  your  peoples  on  our  200th 
birthday  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Among  the  many  Bicentennial  events,  this  one  has  a  very  special  significance. 
A  unique  aspect  of  America's  development  has  been  its  relationship  betv^een  our 
Nation  and  the  other  countries  of  the  world.  Our  strength  and  character  are 
derived  from  all  corners  of  the  globe.  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
addressed  itself  to  the  entire  w^orld. 

Today,  just  as  tv^o  centuries  ago,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind 
continues  to  be  our  guide.  America's  strength  and  America's  well-being  arise 
from  the  principles  embodied  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

In  our  country,  we  have  united  many  races  and  many  ethnic  groups.  And 
that  unity,  equality,  and  freedom  will  be  maintained  in  the  years  ahead. 
Americans  are  convinced  that  constant  devotion  to  the  individual  and  national 
freedom  is  essential  to  the  highest  and  finest  human  aspirations. 

Americans  have  never  been  satisfied  with  the  status  quo.  We  see  a  future 
of  steady  movement  toward  a  better  life  through  prosperity  and  justice  shared 
by  all.  We  are  proud  of  our  success,  and  we  are  aware  that  no  nation  can  pursue 
its  prosperity  in  isolation.  Our  economies  are  closely  linked.  Neither  security 
nor  justice  can  be  assured  in  a  world  tormented  by  deprivation  and  by  suffering. 
The  peoples  of  the  world  must,  in  our  opinion,  live  in  peace  to  prosper.  As 
President,  I  will  continue  America's  role  of  leadership  throughout  the  world. 

Our  country  could  not  have  become  what  it  is  without  the  enormous  con- 
tributions of  the  many  nations  all  of  you  represent  here  this  evening.  Today, 
in  this  very  special  year,  I  speak  for  215  million  Americans  in  expressing  thanks 
to  all  those  nations  with  whom  we  have  ties  of  family,  of  culture,  of  friendship, 
of  trade  and  alliance.  We  rededicate  ourselves  to  working  with  you  and  with 
all  humanity.  Together,  let  us  seek  a  human  community  responsive  to  all 
citizens. 

And  now,  would  my  good  and  old  friend.  His  Excellency,  the  distinguished 
Ambassador  of  Nicaragua,  dean  of  the  diplomatic  corps  here  in  the  National 
Capital,  Ambassador  Sevilla-Sacasa,  please  step  forward. 

In  commemoration  of  America's  Bicentennial,  I  am  pleased  to  present  to  you, 
Your  Excellency,  as  representative  of  the  entire  diplomatic  corps,  a  gift  that 
symbolizes  the  spirit  of  this  very  special  year  in  America's  history.  It  is  a  red- 
wood carving  bearing  the  American  symbol,  the  Bald  Eagle,  and  carrying  the 
legend  of  America,  "Out  of  Many,  One." 

This  token,  I  should  say  to  all  of  you  here,  will  be  sent  to  each  of  you.  Also, 
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it  represents  how  proud  we  are  in  1976  to  enjoy  the  friendship  and  the  good  will 
of  all  the  countries  that  are  represented  here  this  evening. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:04  p.m.  in  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  Ambassadors  to 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House  where  he  and  the  Organization  of  American  States,  the  congres- 
Mrs.  Ford  hosted   the  Bicentennial  celebration  for       sional  leadership,  and  members  of  the  Cabinet. 
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Statement  Following  Senate  Action  on  the  Public  Works 
Employment  Act  of  1976.     July  21,  1976 

I  DEEPLY  regret  today  that  the  Senate  has  overridden  my  veto  of  the  public 
works  bill. 

Both  the  Senate  and  I  share  a  keen  desire  to  expand  job  opportunities  for  all 
Americans,  but  I  continue  to  believe  that  the  wisest,  most  productive  means  of 
reaching  that  goal  is  through  a  steadily  growing  private  sector — not  through 
temporary  jobs  that  are  run  by  the  Government,  increase  the  national  debt, 
and  create  new  inflationary  pressures. 

The  House  can  rectify  the  Senate  action  on  Thursday  and  should,  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  Nation,  sustain  my  veto. 

note:  On  July  22,  1976,  the  Senate  voted  to  override  toing  the  legislation  and  a  statement  on  congres- 

the  President's  veto,   and   S.  3201    v^as  enacted   as  sional  enactment  of  the  legislation,  see  Items  653 

Public  Law  94-369  (90  Stat.  999).  and  686. 
For   the   President's   message   to   the   Senate   ve- 

684 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Special  Message  to  the  Congress 
Urging   Action   on   Pending   Legislation.     July   22,    1976 

I  HAVE  a  serious  and  growing  concern  over  the  outlook  for  congressional 
action  during  the  remainder  of  1976. 

Time  for  action  is  rapidly  dv^indling.  An  enormous  backlog  of  work  is  piling 
up  on  congressional  desks.  Important  laws  must  be  passed  this  year  in  many 
areas: 

— to  cut  taxes  and  to  cut  spending; 

— to  expand  catastrophic  health  care  program; 

— to  set  up  a  national  swine  flu  program; 

— to  limit  court-ordered  school  busing; 
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— to  attack  crime  and  drugs ;  and 

— to  attack  many  other  important  matters. 

This  afternoon,  I  am  sending  to  the  Congress  a  special  message  urging 
prompt  action  on  74  proposals  that  I  have  sent  to  the  Congress  and  are  still 
waiting  action. 

I  am  also  deeply  concerned  that  at  a  time  when  the  public's  business  has  be- 
come so  pressing,  some  Members  of  the  Congress  apparendy  want  to  turn  the 
rest  of  this  legislative  schedule  in  this  session  into  a  political  test  of  wills  between 
one  party  in  the  Congress  and  another  party  in  the  White  House.  I  do  not  think 
the  Nation  will  be  well  served  if  partisanship  is  placed  ahead  of  public  service 
during  the  rest  of  this  legislative  schedule. 

The  people  expect  political  differences.  The  people  expect  a  high-level, 
spirited,  political  contest  this  fall.  But  our  people  also  expect  that  those  who 
have  the  privilege  of  occupying  public  offices  and  collecting  public  salaries 
should  render  a  full  measure  of  public  service. 

There  must  be  no  holiday  on  good  government.  I  expect  to  meet  that  stand- 
ard, and  I  trust  the  Congress  will  also. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:50  p.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 

685 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Urging  Action  on   Pending 
Legislation.     July  22,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  the  weeks  remaining  in  this  session  of  the  94th  Congress  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  write  a  legislative  record  of  which  we  can  all  be  proud.  Over  the  past 
23  months  I  have  sent  legislative  proposals  to  the  Congress  dealing  with  many 
vital  areas  of  national  concern.  Some  of  these  proposals  have  been  enacted,  some 
are  nearing  enactment,  but  many  others  have  been  stalled  in  the  legislative 
process. 

Today  I  am  calling  on  the  Congress  to  turn  its  full  and  undivided  attention 
to  this  unfinished  agenda  of  legislative  business.  If  you  do,  the  record  you  will 
take  to  the  people  will  be  a  good  one. 

The  agenda  is  long,  even  though  it  does  not  include  everything  that  should 
be  passed  by  the  Congress  before  it  goes  home.  For  example,  I  have  not  included 
here  the  appropriation  bills  which  must  be  passed.  Most  of  the  agenda  items 
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have  been  debated  at  length  by  the  Congress  and  the  time  for  action  has 
arrived. 

The  priority  categories  for  action  are  f amihar  ones : 

— tax  reductions  coupled  w^ith  spending  restraint 

— crime  control 

— restoring  the  integrity  of  the  Social  Security  System 

— catastrophic  health  care  protection  for  those  covered  by  Medicare 

— restrictions  on  forced,  court  ordered  busing 

— revenue  sharing  and  block  grants 

— regulatory  reform 

— energy 

— indemnification  of  swine  flu  manufacturers 

— the  remainder  of  my  defense  program  plus  defense  cost  saving  legislation 

— and  other  legislation  ranging  from  agriculture  to  the  environment;  from 
higher  education  to  reform  of  the  Federal  retirement  system. 

In  the  agenda  that  follows,  I  have  listed  the  specific  legislation  that  needs  to 
be  passed  by  the  Congress.  I  am  convinced  that  the  passage  of  these  bills  is  in 
the  real  interest  of  all  of  the  American  people. 


Taxes 


PERMANENT  TAX  REDUCTION 

This  proposal  would  provide  a  $28  billion  permanent  income  tax  reduction 
effective  July  1, 1976.  Major  provisions  affecting  individual  income  taxes  include 
an  increase  in  personal  exemptions  from  $750  to  $1,0005  a  reduction  in  tax 
rates,  and  substitution  of  a  flat  standard  deduction  for  the  low  income  allow- 
ance and  percentage  standard  deduction. 

ESTATE  AND  GIFT  TAX  ADJUSTMENT  ACT 

This  legislation  would  raise  the  estate  tax  exemption  from  $60  thousand  to 
$150  thousand  and  make  all  transfers  of  assets  between  spouses  exempt  from 
estate  and  gift  taxes.  The  estate  tax  rate  structure  would  be  altered  so  that  taxes 
on  the  largest  estates  would  remain  unchanged. 

In  addition,  this  legislation  would  make  it  easier  to  continue  the  family  own- 
ership of  a  small  farm  or  business  following  an  owner's  death.  This  would  be 
accomplished  by  liberalizing  present  rules  governing  installment  payments 
of  estate  taxes  attributable  to  a  small  family  farm  or  closely-held  business  by 
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providing  a  5-year  "grace"  period  before  such  payments  must  begin,  reducing 
the  interest  rate  on  those  payments,  and  by  extending  the  installment  period 
from  10  to  20  years. 

JOBS  CREATION  INCENTIVE  ACT 

This  legislation  w^ould  encourage  construction  of  new  facilities  and  expansion 
of  old  facilities  in  areas  experiencing  unemployment  in  excess  of  7  percent  in 
order  to  increase  employment  opportunities  in  these  areas.  The  increased  con- 
struction w^ould  be  encouraged  by  allowing  very  rapid  amortization  for  non- 
residential buildings  and  capital  equipment. 

BROADENED  STOCK  OWNERSHIP 

Tax  incentives  to  encourage  broader  ownership  of  common  stock  by  working 
men  and  women  would  be  provided  by  this  proposal.  Taxes  on  funds  invested 
in  stock-purchase  plans  established  by  employers  or  directly  by  individuals 
would  be  deferred  provided  such  funds  are  invested  for  at  least  7  years. 

Crime  Control 

amendments  to  the  criminal  code 

Amendments  would  provide  for  the  imposition  of  a  mandatory  term  of  im- 
prisonment in  certain  cases.  A  mandatory  term  of  imprisonment  would  be 
imposed  if  the  offender:  (1)  commits  an  extraordinarily  serious  crime  involving 
kidnapping,  aircraft  hijacking,  or  trafficking  in  hard  drugs;  (2)  commits  a 
violent  offense  after  previously  having  committed  a  violent  offense.  A  separate 
amendment  would  provide  mandatory  prison  sentences  for  anyone  who  uses 
a  gun  in  the  commission  of  a  crime.  This  amendment  would  also  ban  the  im- 
portation, manufacture,  assembly,  sale  or  transfer  of  cheap,  easily  concealable 
handguns  (the  so-called  '^Saturday  Night  Specials"). 

NARCOTIC  SENTENCING  AND  SEIZURE  ACT  OF    1976 

This  legislation  would  improve  the  ability  of  law  enforcement  officials  to 
put  traffickers  of  hard  drugs  into  prison,  take  the  easy  profits  out  of  drug  traf- 
ficking, and  improve  the  capacity  of  law  enforcement  officials  to  detect  and 
apprehend  drug  smugglers.  Major  features  of  the  proposal  would  require  (1) 
minimum  mandatory  prison  sentences  for  persons  convicted  of  opiate  (heroin 
and  similar  narcotic  drugs)  trafficking,  (2)  denial  of  bail  to  persons  arrested 
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for  opiate  trafficking,  (3)  the  forfeiture  under  certain  conditions  of  negotiable 
instruments  used  or  intended  to  be  used  in  illegal  opiate  trafficking,  and  (4) 
masters  of  boats — including  pleasure  vessels — to  report  their  arrival  to  Customs 
authorities  vs^ithin  24  hours. 

CRIME   CONTROL   ACT 

The  Administration's  proposal  v^ould  extend  the  Lav^  Enforcement  Assist- 
ance Administration  (LEAA)  for  five  years,  place  LEAA  under  the  general 
policy  direction  of  the  Attorney  General,  authorize  LEAA  to  allocate  up  to  $50 
million  annually  to  high  crime  impact  areas,  eliminate  provisions  in  current 
hw  w^hich  require  maintenance  of  previous  LEAA  spending  for  juvenile  delin- 
quency programs  at  the  1972  level,  and  place  special  emphasis  on  improving 
the  operation  of  State  and  local  court  systems.  This  legislation  is  designed  to 
continue  a  vital  Federal  financial  and  technical  assistance  program  to  State 
and  local  governments  so  that  they  can  improve  their  ability  to  enforce  the  lav^. 

JUSTICE  DEPARTMENT  REORGANIZATION  AND  REFORM  ACT 

The  proposed  legislation  w^ould  provide  a  constitutional  means  of  helping 
curb  corruption  in  Government.  It  w^ould  establish  v^ithin  the  Department  of 
Justice  a  permanent  Office  of  Special  Prosecutor,  v^hose  head  would  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  v^ith  Senate  confirmation,  and  a  Government  Crimes 
Section  in  the  Criminal  Division  to  investigate  and  prosecute  job-related  crim- 
inal violations  of  Federal  lav^  committed  by  any  elected  or  appointed  Federal 
Government  officer  or  employee.  A  proposed  Government  Crimes  Section  in 
Justice  would  have  responsibility  for  investigating  criminal  violations  of  Fed- 
eral lobbying  and  campaign  laws.  This  legislation  would  also  require  desig- 
nated officers  and  employees  of  the  Federal  Government  to  file  comprehensive 
annual  financial  statements. 

Social  Security 

social  security  improvement  amendments 

Two  legislative  proposals  have  been  submitted  to  Congress  to  help  insure  a 
secure  and  viable  Social  Security  system. 

The  "Social  Security  Amendments  of  1976"  would  increase  Social  Security 
payroll  contributions  and  thereby  stop  the  immediate,  short-term  drain  on  the 
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Social  Security  trust  funds — which  are  now  expected  to  pay  out  about  $4  bilHon 
more  in  benefits  each  year  than  they  take  in. 

The  "Social  Security  Benefit  Indexing  Act"  would  correct  a  serious  flaw  in 
the  method  of  computing  benefits  which^  if  left  unchanged,  would  create 
severe  long-range  financial  pressures  on  the  trust  funds.  The  two  measures  are 
necessary  first  steps  to  solve  both  the  short  and  long-range  financial  problems  of 
the  Social  Security  system. 

Catastrophic  Health  Protection 

medicare  improvements  of  1976 

The  proposed  "Medicare  Improvements  of  1976"  is  designed  to  provide  greater 
protection  against  catastrophic  health  costs  for  the  25  million  aged  and  disabled 
Americans  eligible  for  Medicare.  An  estimated  3  million  beneficiaries  would 
pay  less  in  1977  as  a  result  of  the  proposed  annual  limits  of  $500  for  hospital 
services  and  $250  for  physician  services.  The  legislation  would  also  provide  for 
moderate  cost-sharing  for  Medicare  beneficiaries  to  encourage  economical  use 
of  medical  services  and  would  slow  down  health  cost  inflation  by  putting  a 
limit  on  Federal  payments  to  hospitals  and  physicians. 

Busing 

school  desegregation  standards  and  assistance  act 

The  purpose  of  this  legislation  is  to  maintain  progress  toward  the  orderly 
elimination  of  illegal  segregation  in  public  schools  while  preserving  community 
control  of  schools.  The  legislation  would  set  guidelines  for  Federal  courts  con- 
cerning the  use  of  busing  in  school  desegregation  cases.  It  would  require  that 
courts  determine  the  extent  to  which  acts  of  unlawful  discrimination  have 
caused  a  greater  degree  of  racial  concentration  in  a  school  or  school  system 
than  would  have  existed  otherwise  and  to  confine  the  relief  provided  to  correct- 
ing the  racial  imbalance  caused  by  those  unlawful  acts.  The  legislation  would 
also  limit  the  duration  of  court-ordered  busing,  generally  to  a  period  of  no 
longer  than  five  years. 
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General  Revenue  Sharing  and  Block  Grants 

general  revenue  sharing:  extension  and  revision  of  the  state  and 
local  fiscal  assistance  act 

This  proposal  would  extend  and  revise  die  highly  successful  general  revenue 
sharing  program  which  expires  on  December  31,  1976.  The  program  would  be 
extended  for  five  and  three-quarters  years,  and  the  current  method  of  funding 
with  annual  increases  of  $150  million  would  be  retained.  The  basic  revenue 
sharing  formula  would  be  retained  but  the  existing  per  capita  restraint  would 
be  eased.  Civil  rights  and  public  participation  provisions  would  be  strengthened 
while  reporting  requirements  would  be  made  more  flexible. 

FEDERAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  COMMUNITY  SERVICES   ACT 

This  proposal  would  improve  and  strengthen  the  program  of  social  services 
established  under  Tide  XX  of  the  Social  Security  Act.  The  $2.5  billion  provided 
annually  by  the  Federal  Government  would  be  distributed  as  a  block  grant  to 
the  States,  with  no  requirement  for  State  matching  funds.  Most  Federal  re- 
quirements and  prohibitions  on  the  use  of  Federal  funds  would  be  eliminated. 
Services  to  low-income  Americans  would  be  emphasized ;  Federal  funds  would 
be  focused  on  those  whose  incomes  fall  below  the  poverty  income  guidelines. 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  ELEMENTARY  AND  SECONDARY  EDUCATION 

This  proposal  would  consolidate  24  programs  of  Federal  assistance  to  State 
and  local  education  agencies  for  non-postsecondary  education  purposes  into  one 
block  grant.  Three-quarters  of  the  Federal  support  would  have  to  be  used  for 
disadvantaged  and  handicapped  students,  with  greater  flexibility  for  States 
to  target  funds  among  programs  in  accordance  with  their  own  priorities.  Ad- 
ministrative requirements  on  the  States  would  be  greatly  reduced  through 
reduction  of  Federal  regulations  and  simplification  of  reporting  procedures,  and 
public  participation  would  be  required  in  the  State  planning  process. 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  HEALTH  CARE  ACT 

This  proposal  would  consolidate  Medicaid  and  15  categorical  Federal  health 
programs  into  a  single  $10  billion  block  grant  to  the  States.  The  proposal  is 
designed  to  overcome  some  of  the  most  serious  defects  in  the  present  system  of 
Federal  financing  of  health  care  and  to  permit  States  to  meet  their  citizens' 
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health  needs  in  a  more  eflfective  manner.  It  would  achieve  a  more  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  Federal  health  dollars  among  States,  and  eliminate  the  present 
State  matching  requirements.  It  would  also  reduce  Federal  red  tape,  give  States 
greater  flexibility  in  providing  for  delivery  of  health  care  services  to  those  with 
low  income,  and  expand  public  participation  in  health  planning. 

CHILD  NUTRITION  REFORM  ACT  OF   1976 

This  proposal  would  establish  a  single  comprehensive  block  grant  to  provide 
Federal  funds  for  States  to  feed  needy  children.  It  would  consolidate  into  a 
single  authority  the  fifteen  complex  and  overlapping  child  nutrition  programs 
currendy  administered  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  This  new  approach 
would  concentrate  Federal  spending  on  the  nutritional  needs  of  poor  children, 
while  eliminating  the  substantial  Federal  subsidies  now  provided  for  non-needy 
children.  It  would  also  ease  the  heavy  administrative  burden  being  imposed  on 
State  and  local  governments  by  the  compUcated  requirements  and  inflexible 
mandates  of  the  present  programs. 

Regulatory  Reform 

agenda  for  government  reform  act 

The  Agenda  for  Government  Reform  Act  would  authorize  a  major  review 
of  Federal  regulatory  activities.  It  would  require  the  President,  over  a  four-year 
period,  to  submit  specific  proposals  to  the  Congress  for  the  reform  of  Federal 
regulatory  activities  affecting  certain  sectors  of  the  American  economy  (e.g., 
transportation,  agriculture,  public  utilities,  etc.).  It  is  designed  to  produce 
reforms  to  guarantee  that  government  policies  do  not  infringe  unnecessarily  on 
individual  choices  and  initiative  nor  intervene  needlessly  in  the  marketplace, 
to  find  better  ways  to  achieve  our  social  goals  at  minimal  economic  cost,  to  insure 
that  government  policies  and  programs  benefit  the  public  interest  rather  than 
special  interests,  and  to  assure  that  regulatory  policies  are  equitably  enforced. 

AVIATION  ACT  OF   1975 

The  Aviation  Act  is  designed  to  provide  consumers  better  air  transportation 
services  at  a  lower  cost  by  increasing  real  competition  in  the  airline  industry, 
removing  artificial  and  unnecessary  regulatory  constraints  and  ensuring  contin- 
uance of  a  safe  and  efficient  air  transportation  system.  It  would  introduce  and 
foster  price  competition  in  the  airline  industry;  provide  for  the  entry  of  new 
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airline  service;  eliminate  anti-competitive  air  carrier  agreements;  and  ensure 
that  the  regulatory  system  protects  consumer  interests  rather  than  special 
industry  interests. 

MOTOR  CARRIER  REFORM  ACT 

The  Motor  Carrier  Reform  Act  v^ould  benefit  the  consuming  public  and  the 
users  of  motor  carrier  services  by  eliminating  excessive  and  outdated  regula- 
tions affecting  trucking  firms  and  bus  companies.  It  would  stimulate  competi- 
tion in  these  industries,  increase  their  freedom  to  adjust  rates  and  fares  to  chang- 
ing economic  conditions,  eliminate  restrictions  requiring  empty  backhauls, 
underloading,  or  circuitous  routing,  and  enhance  enforcement  of  safety 
regulations. 

FINANCIAL  INSTITUTIONS  ACT 

The  Financial  Institutions  Act  is  intended  to  remove  Federal  restrictions  on 
the  interest  rates  and  services  banks  and  savings  and  loan  associations  can  offer 
to  the  public.  It  is  designed  to  offer  more  competitive  returns  to  small  savers 
and  a  more  diversified  range  of  services  to  all  banking  customers. 

Energy 

NEW  NATURAL  GAS  DEREGULATION 

This  bill  is  designed  to  reverse  the  declining  natural  gas  supply  trend  as 
quickly  as  possible  and  to  insure  increased  supplies  of  natural  gas  at  reasonable 
prices  to  the  consumer.  Under  the  proposal,  wellhead  price  controls  over  new 
natural  gas  sold  in  interstate  commerce  would  be  removed.  This  action  will 
enable  interstate  pipelines  to  compete  for  new  onshore  gas  and  encourage  drill- 
ing for  gas  onshore  and  in  offshore  areas. 

ALASKAN  NATURAL  GAS  TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEM 

This  bill  was  designed  to  expedite  the  selection  and  construction  of  a  system 
for  the  transportation  of  natural  gas  from  the  North  Slope  of  Alaska  to  the 
lower  48  States  through  the  establishment  of  new  administrative  and  judicial 
procedures.  The  bill  is  necessary  because  of  expected  prolonged  litigation  of 
any  Federal  Power  Commission  decision  and  to  assure  that  all  necessary  con- 
siderations are  brought  to  bear  in  selecting  a  system.  The  bill  would  enable 
reaching  a  decision  on  this  vital  issue  by  no  later  than  October  1, 1977  while  still 
providing  adequately  for  the  detailed  technical,  financial  and  environmental 
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studies  that  must  be  completed  to  assure  a  decision  in  the  public  interest,  with 
participation  by  both  the  Congress  and  the  Executive. 

NUCLEAR  FUEL  ASSURANCE   ACT 

This  legislation  would  authorize  the  Energy  Research  and  Development 
Administration  to  enter  into  cooperative  agreements  with  private  firms  wishing 
to  finance,  build,  own  and  operate  uranium  enrichment  plants  and  authorize 
work  on  an  addition  to  a  government-owned  enrichment  plant.  Existing  capac- 
ity is  fully  committed.  Additional  capacity  is  needed  to  meet  domestic  demands 
for  fuel  for  commercial  nuclear  powerplants  and  to  enable  the  U.S.  to  main- 
tain its  position  as  a  leading  world  supplier  of  nuclear  fuel  and  equipment  for 
peaceful  purposes.  This  legislation  would  permit  a  transition  to  a  private  com- 
petitive uranium  enrichment  industry,  ending  the  government  monopoly  and 
avoiding  the  need  to  spend  Federal  funds  for  capacity  that  can  be  provided  by 
private  industry. 

COMMERCIAL  PRICING  FOR  URANIUM  ENRICHMENT  SERVICE 

This  legislation  would  permit  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration (ERDA)  to  revise  the  basis  for  establishing  its  prices  for  uranium 
enrichment  services  to  domestic  and  foreign  customers.  It  would  enable  ERDA 
to  include  cost  elements  in  its  price  which  should  be  associated  with  a  com- 
mercial-industrial activity  (e.g.,  provisions  for  taxes,  insurance,  and  return  on 
equity).  The  bill  would  end  an  unjustifiable  subsidy  by  the  taxpayers  to 
domestic  and  foreign  customers. 

SYNTHETIC  FUELS 

The  Administration  supports  legislation  to  amend  the  Energy  Research  and 
Development  Administration's  existing  authorities  to  provide  $2  billion  in  loan 
guarantees  during  1977  for  the  commercial  demonstration  of  synthetic  fuel 
production  from  coal,  oil  shale,  and  other  domestic  resources.  A  total  of  $6 
billion  in  loan  guarantees  is  expected  to  be  necessary  over  the  1976  to  1978 
period  in  order  to  reach  the  1985  objective  of  350,000  barrels  per  day  of  synthetic 
fuel  production  capacity.  With  the  enactment  of  the  Energy  Independence 
Authority  legislation  these  ERDA  projects  will  be  transferred  to  the  Energy 
Independence  Authority. 

WINTERIZATION  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

This  proposal  would  establish  within  the  Federal  Energy  Administration,  a 
grant  program  for  States  to  assist  low  income  persons,  particularly  the  elderly. 
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in  winterizing  their  homes  in  order  to  reduce  the  long-term  consumption  of 
energy.  The  combined  savings  in  fuel,  estimated  to  be  thousands  of  barrels  a 
day,  would  not  only  lessen  America's  dependence  on  imported  fuels,  but  would 
also  lower  heating  bills  of  low-income  persons  and  families. 

BUILDING  ENERGY  CONSERVATION   STANDARDS   ACT  OF    1975 

This  proposal  would  establish  thermal  (heating  and  cooling)  efficiency 
standards  for  all  new  homes  and  commercial  buildings  to  conserve  energy.  It 
is  anticipated  that  this  program  will  save  the  equivalent  of  350,000  barrels  of  oil 
per  day  in  1985.  Standards  would  be  promulgated  by  HUD  and  primary  respon- 
sibility for  enforcement  would  be  with  State  and  local  governments  through 
building  codes. 

UTILITIES  ACT  OF   1975 

This  bill  is  designed  to  help  restore  the  financial  health  of  electric  utilities. 
It  would  eliminate  undue  regulatory  lags  involved  in  approving  proposed  rate 
changes  and  assure  that  rates  adequately  reflect  the  full  cost  of  generating  and 
transmitting  electricity.  Though  many  States  have  already  adopted  similar 
programs,  enactment  of  the  bill  will  establish  certain  standard  regulatory  pro- 
cedures across  the  Nation,  resulting  in  more  equitable  treatment  of  utilities. 

FEDERAL  ENERGY  ADMINISTRATION   EXTENSION   ACT 

The  Administration  has  proposed  a  simple  extension  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Administration  for  18  months.  This  will  provide  the  continuity  needed  to  in- 
sure FEA's  ability  to  implement  the  complex  programs  contained  in  the  Energy 
Policy  and  Conservation  Act  of  1975  and  to  adequately  administer  oil  price 
controls. 

ENERGY   INDEPENDENCE  AUTHORITY   OF    1975 

This  Act  would  establish  a  $100  billion  Energy  Independence  Authority,  a 
self-liquidating  corporation  designed  to  encourage  the  flow  of  capital  and  pro- 
vide financial  assistance,  through  loans  and  loan  guarantees,  to  private  enter- 
prise engaged  in  the  development  of  energy  sources  and  supplies  important 
to  the  attainment  of  energy  independence  but  which  would  not  otherwise  be 
financed. 

This  bill  also  seeks  to  expedite  and  facilitate  the  Federal  regulatory  and  li- 
censing process  and  to  hasten  the  commercial  operation  of  new  energy  tech- 
nologies subsequent  to  the  research  and  development  phase. 
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NUCLEAR  POWERPLANT  SITING  AND  LICENSING  PROCEDURES 

This  legislation  is  intended  to  shorten  and  improve  the  licensing  process  for 
nuclear  facilities  by  allowing  licensing  procedures  for  reactor  sites  and  stand- 
ardized reactor  designs  to  be  completed  at  an  earlier  point  in  time.  It  would 
require  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  to  assure  expeditious  reactor  siting 
and  licensing  hearings  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  exclude  from  consid- 
eration any  issue  which  has  either  been  decided  or  which  could  have  been  raised 
and  decided  in  previous  proceedings,  and  coordinate  planning  and  scheduling 
of  siting  and  licensing  procedures  with  State  agencies. 

ELECTRIC  POWER  FACILITY  CONSTRUCTION  INCENTIVE  ACT 

This  legislation  is  designed  to  provide  tax  incentives  to  stimulate  the  con- 
struction of  new  electric  power  generating  facilities  other  than  petroleum  fueled 
generating  plants.  Construction  costs  of  electric  utilities  would  be  reduced 
through  changes  in  the  investment  tax  credit  and  allowances  for  amortization 
and  depreciation.  These  provisions  would  encourage  utilities  to  reactivate  their 
plans  for  the  construction  of  nuclear  plants  and  coal-fired  plants  that  were  can- 
celled or  deferred  in  1974  and  1975. 

ENERGY  FACILITIES  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  ACT 

This  bill  is  designed  to  expedite  the  development  of  energy  facilities.  The 
Federal  Energy  Administration  would  be  required  to  develop  a  National  En- 
ergy Site  and  Facility  Report  with  appropriate  Federal,  State,  industry  and 
public  input.  Information  in  this  report  would  be  utilized  by  the  Federal 
Government,  the  States  and  industry  in  developing  and  implementing  plans 
to  insure  that  needed  energy  facilities  are  sited,  approved  and  constructed  on  a 
timely  basis.  At  the  Federal  level,  FEA  would  be  responsible  for  coordinating 
and  expediting  the  processing  of  applications  to  construct  energy  facilities. 

NATURAL  GAS  EMERGENCY  STANDBY  ACT 

This  legislation  would  provide  a  limited  exemption  from  the  regulation  of 
natural  gas  in  interstate  commerce.  It  would  grant  the  Federal  Power  Com- 
mission authority  to  allow  companies  which  transport  natural  gas  in  interstate 
commerce  to  meet  the  natural  gas  requirements  of  their  high  priority  users  by 
purchasing  natural  gas  (a)  from  sources  not  in  interstate  commerce  and  (b) 
from  other  companies  on  an  emergency  basis  free  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Natural  Gas  Act,  except  for  reporting  requirements. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  AMENDMENTS 

The  Administration  favors  legislation  which  would  stabilize  auto  emission 
standards  at  the  levels  specified  by  EPA  for  model  year  1977  for  three  years  and 
imposes  stricter  standards  for  two  years  thereafter.  With  respect  to  significant 
deterioration  and  stationary  source  standards,  changes  are  needed  to  achieve  a 
better  balance  among  environmental,  energy  and  economic  needs. 

Defense 

Proposed  changes  to  the  Defense  budget  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Congress 
in  a  separate  message.  These  changes  will  include  revised  authorization  and 
appropriation  requests.  These  changes  will : 

1.  Request  approval  of  vital  Defense  programs  deleted  in  Congressional  ac- 
tion thus  far. 

2.  Request  deletion  of  unneeded  increases  the  Congress  added  to  the  Defense 
program. 

3.  Request  approval  of  a  series  of  legislative  proposals  which  would  produce 
major  economies  without  impairing  our  national  defense  capabilities. 

In  addition  to  changes  in  the  Defense  budget,  the  Congress  should  enact  the 
following  legislation. 

MILITARY   CONSTRUCTION   APPROPRIATION   AUTHORIZATION,   FISCAL   YEAR   1977 

This  legislation  authorizes  fiscal  year  1977  appropriations  for  new  construc- 
tion for  Defense,  the  military  departments  and  the  Reserve  Components.  On 
July  2,  1976,  H.R.  12384  was  vetoed  because  it  contained  a  provision  which 
would  have  seriously  restricted  the  Executive's  ability  to  carry  out  certain  mili- 
tary base  closures  and  reductions.  Congress  should  reenact  this  otherwise  accept- 
able legislation  without  the  objectionable  base  closure  provision. 

UNIFORMED  SERVICES  RETIREMENT  MODERNIZATION  ACT 

The  Administration's  legislation  proposes  substantial  revisions  to  the  uni- 
formed services  nondisability  retirement  system  designed  to  increase  its  effec- 
tiveness both  as  an  element  of  the  compensation  system  and  as  an  element  of 
the  personnel  management  system.  These  revisions  would  be  phased  in  grad- 
ually with  appropriate  provisions  for  saved-pay.  Major  features  of  the  proposal 
include: 

— increased  multipliers  for  members  with  long  service  (over  24  years). 

— an  early  retirement  annuity  for  members  who  retire  short  of  a  full  career 
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(less  than  30  years)  with  an  increased  annuity  when  they  would  have 

reached  30  years  of  service. 
— use  of  the  highest  average  basic  pay  for  one  year  instead  of  terminal  basic 

pay  in  computing  retirement  annuities. 
— integration  of  military  and  social  security  retirement  benefits  at  age  65. 
— payments  to  both  voluntary  and  involuntary  separatees  who  leave  before 

completing  20  years  of  service. 

RESTRAINT   ITEMS   REQUIRING  PERMANENT  LEGISLATION 

1.  Wage  Board  pay  reform. 

2.  Phase  out  commissary  direct  labor  subsidy. 

3.  Eliminate  1%  "kicker"  from  retired  pay  adjustment  computation. 

4.  Eliminate  administrative  duty  pay  for  Reserve  and  National  Guard 
Commanders. 

5.  Reduce  the  number  of  annual  paid  drills  for  the  National  Guard. 

6.  Eliminate  dual  compensation  of  Federal  employees  for  National  Guard 
and  Reserve  annual  training. 

7.  Revise  cadet  and  midshipman  pay  policy. 

International 

BRETTON  WOODS  AGREEMENT  ACT  AMENDMENTS 

This  legislation  would  authorize  the  United  States  to  accept  fundamental 
amendments  to  the  Articles  of  Agreement  of  the  International  Monetary  Fund. 
The  amendments  to  the  Articles  generally  concern:  members'  exchange  ar- 
rangements; reduction  in  the  role  of  gold  in  the  international  monetary  sys- 
tem; changes  in  the  characteristics  and  uses  of  the  special  drawing  right;  and 
simplification  and  modernization  of  the  Fund's  financial  operations  and  trans- 
actions. The  bill  would  also  authorize  the  United  States  to  consent  to  an  increase 
in  its  quota  in  the  Fund  equivalent  to  1,705  million  Special  Drawing  Rights. 

PROTECTION  OF  INTELLIGENCE  SOURCES  AND  METHODS 

This  legislation  is  designed  to  protect  intelligence  sources  and  methods  from 
unauthorized  disclosures.  It  provides  for  criminal  and  civil  sanctions  against 
those  who  are  authorized  access  to  such  intelligence  information  and  who  re- 
veal it  to  unauthorized  persons.  The  bill  contains  provisions  to  prevent  damag- 
ing disclosures  of  intelligence  sources  and  methods  in  the  course  of  prosecution 
and  also  includes  safeguards  to  adequately  protect  the  rights  of  an  accused. 
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Injunctive  relief  would  be  provided  in  those  instances  in  which  unauthorized 
disclosure  is  threatened  and  serious  damage  to  intelligence  collection  efforts 
would  result. 

FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE  SURVEILLANCE  ACT 

This  legislation  is  designed  to  ensure  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
collect  necessary  foreign  intelligence  while  at  the  same  time  providing  assur- 
ances to  the  public  that  electronic  surveillance  for  foreign  intelligence  purposes 
will  not  be  abused.  The  proposed  bill  would  provide  a  procedure  for  seeking  a 
judicial  order  approving  the  use,  in  a  particular  case,  of  electronic  surveillance 
to  obtain  foreign  intelligence  information.  It  also  would  establish  standards  that 
must  be  satisfied  before  any  such  order  could  be  entered.  The  bill  follows  the 
framework  of  existing  law  governing  such  surveillance  undertaken  for  criminal 
law  enforcement  purposes,  with  appropriate  adjustments  to  meet  the  special 
needs  and  purposes  of  foreign  intelligence  investigations. 

EXPORT  ADMINISTRATION  ACT  EXTENSION 

This  legislation  would  extend  the  Export  Administration  Act  from  Septem- 
ber 30, 1976,  to  September  30, 1979.  The  Act  authorizes  the  President  to  regulate 
exports  of  U.S.  goods  and  technology  to  the  extent  necessary  to  protect  the 
domestic  economy  from  an  excessive  drain  of  scarce  materials,  to  further  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  United  States  and  to  control  exports  when  necessary  for 
purposes  of  national  security.  The  Administration  also  has  requested  that  the 
maximum  civil  penalty  under  the  Act  be  raised  from  $1,000  to  $10,000  and  that 
criminal  penalties  be  raised  from  $10,000  to  more  meaningful  levels. 

FINANCIAL  SUPPORT  FUND 

This  legislation  would  authorize  the  President  to  accept  membership  for  the 
United  States  in  a  new,  $25  billion  Financial  Support  Fund  agreed  to  by  the 
Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development  (OECD).  The 
Fund  would  be  available  for  a  period  of  two  years  to  provide  short-  to  medium- 
term  financing  to  participating  OECD  members  faced  with  extraordinary  fi- 
nancing needs.  The  proposal  for  the  Fund  was  developed  as  part  of  a  compre- 
hensive response  to  the  economic  and  financial  problems  posed  by  severe  in- 
creases in  oil  prices. 

The  Administration's  proposal  would  permit  U.S.  participation  in  the  Fund 
by  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  guarantees.  The  bill 
would  authorize  appropriations  of  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  meet  obliga- 
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tions  on  guarantees  issued  by  the  Secretary  but  not  to  exceed  an  amount  equiv- 
alent to  approximately  $7  billion. 

INTERNATIONAL  BANK  FOR  RECONSTRUCTION  AND  DEVELOPMENT   (IBRD),  INCREASED 

UNITED  STATES  PARTICIPATION 

This  legislation  vi^ould  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  the  United 
States  Governor  to  the  IBRD  (World  Bank)  to  vote  for  an  increase  of  $8.4 
billion  in  the  authorized  capital  stock  of  the  Bank.  It  w^ould  also  authorize  him 
to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  an  additional  13,005  shares  of 
capital  stock  and  authorize  appropriations  of  approximately  $1.57  billion  for 
the  increase  in  United  States  participation. 

IMPLEMENT  AGREEMENT  BETM^EEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  TURKEY 

This  proposed  joint  resolution  v^ould  approve  the  new  Defense  Cooperation 
Agreement  with  the  Government  of  Turkey  and  authorize  the  President  to 
implement  the  Agreement. 

ECONOMIC  COERCION  ACT  OF   1975 

This  proposal  would  prohibit  any  business  enterprise  from  using  economic 
means  to  coerce  any  person  or  entity  to  fail  to  do  business  with  or  otherwise 
to  discriminate  against  any  United  States  person  on  the  ground  of  race,  color, 
religion,  sex  or  national  origin.  The  prohibition  would  be  enforced  by  civil 
actions  brought  by  aggrieved  persons  or  by  the  Attorney  General. 

INCREASED  PARTICIPATION  IN  THE  ASIAN  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

This  legislation  would  authorize  appropriations  of  $50  million  which  would 
permit  the  United  States  to  make  the  first  of  three  scheduled  contributions  to 
a  multi-donor  replenishment  of  the  Asian  Development  Fund. 


Agriculture 

u.s.  grain  standards  act  amendments 

The  Administration  proposed  a  bill  to  amend  the  United  States  Grain 

Standards  Act  to  improve  the  grain  inspection  system.  Specifically,  the  bill 

would: 

— retain  the  Federal,  State  and  private  grain  inspection  system  now  in  effect, 

but  authorizes  USDA  to  perform  original  inspection  on  an  interim  basis 

during  suspension  or  revocation  proceedings  against  an  official  inspection 
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agency,  or  where  other  quaUfied  agency  or  person  is  not  willing  or  able  to 
provide  service; 

— authorize  USDA  to  conduct  monitoring  activities  in  foreign  ports  for  grain 
officially  inspected  under  the  Act; 

— eliminates  the  potential  for  conflict  of  interest  from  the  present  grain  in- 
spection system; 

—require  official  inspection  agencies  to  comply  with  certain  training,  staffing, 
supervisory  and  reporting  requirements; 

— provide  for  the  suspension  or  revocation  of  official  inspection  agencies  for 
violation  of  the  Act; 

— provide  for  the  triennial  designation  of  all  official  inspection  agencies;  and, 

— require  the  payment  of  grain  inspection  fees  which  would  make  the  pro- 
gram largely  self-supporting. 

FEDERAL  CROP  INSURANCE  ACT 

The  Administration  proposed  a  bill  to  amend  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Act  and  to  repeal  the  disaster  payment  provisions  for  feed  grains,  cotton,  and 
wheat  under  the  Agriculture  Act  of  1949.  The  proposed  amendmients  would 
permit  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  to  offer  insurance  on  a  nation- 
wide basis  on  feed  grains,  cotton,  and  wheat  and  thus  provide  the  producers  of 
those  commodities  with  protection  from  the  financial  losses  attributable  to  crop 
failures.  It  would  also  permit  the  Corporation  to  reinsure  policies  written  by 
private  insurance  companies  thereby  expanding  the  availability  of  this  valuable 
service.  This  program  would  save  an  estimated  $250  million  in  government  out- 
lays annually  and  place  the  cost  of  and  responsibility  for  maintaining  crop  in- 
surance on  the  producers  who  would  benefit  from  it. 

RESTRUCTURE  AGRICULTURE  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM 

The  Administration  proposed  a  bill  to  update  the  conditions  under  which  the 

Federal  Government  provides  financial  assistance  to  agricultural  producers  for 

needed  soil,  water,  woodland,  and  wildlife  conservation  and  environmental 

enhancement  measures  on  agricultural  lands.  Specifically,  the  bill  would: 

— provide  for  financial  assistance  to  those  agricultural  producers  who  are 

financially  unable  to  fully  carry  out  needed  conservation  practices;  and, 
— limit  financial  assistance  under  the  Act  to  enduring  type  practices,  pertain- 
ing to  soil,  water,  woodland,  and  wildlife  conservation  on  agricultural 
lands  and  emphasize  long-term  agreements  as  opposed  to  annual  or  short- 
term  conservation  practices. 
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Environment 

federal  water  pollution  control  act  amendments 

The  1976  amendments  proposed  to  the  Act  would  affect  future  funding  of  the 
waste  water  treatment  grant  program.  They  would  focus  Federal  funding  on 
the  construction  of  treatment  plants  and  associated  interceptor  sewers;  eliminate 
the  eligibility  of  that  portion  of  each  project  designed  to  serve  reserve  capacity 
for  future  population  growth;  and  authorize  the  Administrator  of  EPA  to  ex- 
tend the  July  1,  1977  deadline  for  compliance  with  secondary  treatment  and 
water  quality  standards  on  a  case-by-case  basis  for  periods  not  to  exceed  six 
years.  In  addition,  extensions  of  appropriation  authorizations  were  proposed 
for  FY  76  and  FY  77. 

COMPREHENSIVE  OIL  POLLUTION  LIABILITY  AND  COMPENSATION   ACT 

The  Comprehensive  Oil  Pollution  Liability  and  Compensation  Act  of  1975 
would  establish  a  $200  million  domestic  fund  which  would  be  available  to 
compensate  individuals  who  suffer  damages  from  oil  spills  in  U.S.  waters. 
The  bill  would  create  a  uniform  nationwide  system  of  strict  liability  for  oil 
spill  damages  and  a  standard  procedure  for  settlement  of  daims.  It  would  also 
implement  two  international  conventions  which  deal  with  oil  pollution  caused 
by  tankers  on  the  high  seas. 

Income  Assistance 

NATIONAL   food  STAMP   REFORM  ACT 

This  proposal  would  concentrate  food  stamp  program  benefits  on  those  truly 
in  need,  significantly  improve  program  administration,  and  correct  abuses  and 
inequities  of  the  current  program.  A  standard  deduction  would  replace  the 
present  set  of  complex  itemized  deductions;  eligibility  would  be  limited  to 
those  whose  net  income  is  below  the  poverty  level;  families  would  be  required 
to  spend  30  percent  of  household  income  for  stamps;  a  more  realistic  measure 
of  actual  income  over  the  preceding  90  days  would  be  used  to  determine  eligi- 
bility; categorical  eligibility  for  public  assistance  recipients  would  be  eliminated; 
and  able-bodied  recipients  would  be  required  to  seek,  accept,  and  retain  gainful 
employment. 
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WORK  INCENTIVE  (WIN)  PROGRAM  AMENDMENTS  OF  1  9  7  6 

The  purpose  o£  the  Work  Incentive  (WIN)  program  is  to  help  recipients  of 
Aid  to  FamiUes  with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC)  shift  from  welfare  to  self- 
support  through  employment.  The  proposed  WIN  amendments  would  re- 
design the  program  to  help  more  AFDC  applicants  and  recipients  move  into 
the  mainstream  of  the  economy  with  greater  efficiency  and  less  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers. It  would  revise  WIN  to  ensure  that  employable  AFDC  applicants  and 
recipients  in  WIN  areas  are  exposed  to  job  opportunities,  and  will  actively 
search  for  and  accept  suitable  jobs.  The  legislation  would  extend  to  AFDC  ap- 
plicants the  employment  services  presently  provided  only  to  AFDC  recipients — 
i.e.,  direct  placement  and  labor  market  exposure — and  would  terminate  the  less 
effective  work  and  training  components  of  the  WIN  program. 

AID  TO  FAMILIES  WITH  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN    (AFDC)    AMENDMENTS  OF    19  7  6 

This  proposal  would  simplify  the  administration  of  the  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children  (AFDC)  program  and  focus  the  resources  devoted  to  this 
program  on  the  most  needy.  For  example,  it  would  standardize  the  disregard 
for  work-related  expenses,  thereby  eliminating  one  of  the  troublesome  in- 
equities of  the  AFDC  program,  and  it  would  eliminate  the  dual  work  registra- 
tion requirement  for  unemployed  fathers  which  would  remove  an  extra  burden 
on  the  individual  and  reduce  administrative  work.  It  would  also  require  that 
an  applicant  for  AFDC  under  the  unemployed  fathers  program  apply  for  and 
accept  any  unemployment  compensation  benefits  to  which  he  is  entitled.  Cur- 
rently, as  a  result  of  a  Supreme  Court  decision,  an  individual  who  is  eligible 
for  unemployment  compensation  benefits  has  the  option  of  applying  for  either 
unemployment  compensation  benefits  or  AFDC  benefits.  An  individual's  first 
recourse  should  be  to  unemployment  benefits  for  which  his  employer  has  con- 
tributed and  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

LOW  INCOME  HOUSING  CONTRIBUTIONS 

This  proposal  would  amend  the  definition  of  "income"  used  in  determining 
eligibility  and  maximum  rental  charges  under  the  low-income  public  housing 
program,  to  conform  the  criteria  used  in  public  housing  to  those  used  in  the 
lower-income  housing  assistance  program  under  section  8  of  the  United  States 
Housing  Act  of  1937.  Present  law  provides  for  a  number  of  exclusions  from 
income,  among  which  are  exclusions  for  minor  children,  extraordinary  medical 
or  other  expenses,  and  a  flat  deduction  of  5  percent  of  the  family's  gross  income 
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(10  percent  in  the  case  of  elderly  households).  The  amendment  would  require 
exclusions  only  for  the  number  of  minor  children  in  the  household  and  for  the 
extent  of  medical  or  other  unusual  expenses.  This  would  promote  equity  be- 
tween tenants  and  public  housing  authorities  and  between  tenants  and  Federal 
taxpayers. 

UNEMPLOYMENT  COMPENSATION  AMENDMENTS 

This  proposal  would  expand  coverage  under  the  regular  unemployment  in- 
surance system  to  additional  groups  of  workers  and  would  make  urgently 
needed  changes  to  strengthen  the  financing  of  the  system.  The  permanent  ex- 
tended unemployment  insurance  program  would  be  made  more  responsive 
to  changes  in  the  economy.  A  National  Commission  on  Unemployment  Com- 
pensation would  be  established  to  comprehensively  study  the  system  and  pro- 
posed changes,  and  make  recommendations  for  further  improvements. 

Veterans 

medical  insurance  for  va  hospital  care 

Many  veterans  who  receive  free  medical  care  at  VA  hospitals  have  health 
insurance.  This  proposal  would  require  the  insurance  companies  to  reimburse 
the  VA  for  hospital  care  provided  to  veterans  who  do  not  have  disabilities  result- 
ing from  active  military  service.  The  proposal  reflects  the  Administration's 
belief  that  the  Federal  taxpayer  should  not  bear  the  cost  of  treating  people  with 
no  service-connected  disabilities  when  to  do  so  will  benefit  only  third  parties, 
including  insurance  companies,  who  are  legally  liable  for  the  disability  or  injury 
necessitating  such  treatment. 

TERMINATION    OF    VETERANS    EDUCATIONAL    BENEFITS 

This  proposal  would  terminate  VA  education  benefits  for  those  men  and 
women  who  decide  in  the  future  to  enter  the  peacetime  All-Volunteer  Force. 
The  educational  assistance  programs  for  veterans,  from  their  inception,  were 
designed  as  readjustment  benefits  for  those  who  served  during  wartime.  They 
were  never  intended  to  be  a  continuing  benefit  and  both  the  World  War  II 
and  Korean  conflict  GI  Bill  programs  were  terminated  within  a  reasonable 
period  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  The  Vietnam  conflict  officially  ended  in 
May  1975;  the  draft,  in  June  1973.  With  the  advent  of  a  peacetime.  All- Volun- 
teer Force,  GI  Bill  educational  benefits  are  no  longer  appropriate  for  those  who 
enter  military  service  in  the  future. 
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Other 

indemnification  of  swine  flu  manufacturers 

This  proposal  is  essential  to  implementation  of  the  National  Influenza  Im- 
munization Program.  Current  law  bars  the  Federal  Government  from  agree- 
ing to  indemnify  vaccine  manufacturers  for  losses  from  injuries  which  may 
result  from  the  Federal  Government's  activities  in  the  immunization  program. 
The  Administration  proposal  would  enable  HEW  to  agree  to  indemnify  the 
manufacturers  against  claims  attributable  to  inoculation  with  the  vaccine,  except 
claims  arising  out  of  the  negligence  of  the  manufacturer. 

STUDENT    LOAN    AMENDMENTS 

This  proposal  would  correct  certain  abuses  in  the  Federal  guaranteed  student 
loan  program  that  have  resulted  in  high  default  rates  under  that  program.  Specif- 
ically, the  proposal  would  amend  Title  IV  of  the  Higher  Education  Act  to 
eliminate  proprietary  schools  as  eligible  lenders,  and  amend  the  Bankruptcy 
Act  to  make  student  loans  nondischargeable  in  bankruptcy  during  the  five- 
year  period  after  the  first  installment  becomes  due.  The  proposal  would  also 
prohibit  borrowers  who  default  on  guaranteed  loans  from  receiving  a  basic  edu- 
cational opportunity  grant  or  any  further  guaranteed  loans. 

FEDERAL   IMPACT   AID   AMENDMENTS   OF   197  6 

This  bill  would  reform  the  impact  aid  program  by  targeting  funds  only  on 
those  school  districts  that  are  truly  adversely  affected  by  Federal  activities.  It 
would  provide  support  to  local  education  agencies  only  for  those  children 
whose  parents  both  live  and  work  on  Federal  property.  These  people  do  not  pay 
property  taxes,  and  the  Administration  believes  that  the  Federal  Government 
has  a  responsibility  to  help  pay  the  cost  of  educating  their  children,  but  not  to 
help  pay  the  costs  of  educating  other  children  whose  parents  pay  local  property 
taxes. 

COMPREHENSIVE   HEALTH   PROFESSIONS   EDUCATION  ACT 

The  Administration's  proposal  would  provide  Federal  support  to  those  medi- 
cal and  dental  schools  that  agree  to  meet  certain  conditions.  Unlike  prior  pro- 
grams of  Federal  assistance  which  were  directed  toward  increasing  the  aggregate 
numbers  of  doctors  and  dentists  in  the  Nation,  the  Administration  proposal 
would  shift  the  emphasis  of  Federal  support  for  health  professions  schools  from 
merely  increasing  enrollments  to  addressing  national  problems  of  medical 
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specialty  and  geographic  maldistribution.  The  proposal  is  designed  to  produce 
more  primary  care  physicians  and  to  provide  greater  access  to  health 
professionals. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION  ACT  AMENDMENT  AND  EXTENSION 

This  bill  would  extend  for  four  years  those  higher  education  programs  which 
have  demonstrated  their  effectiveness  in  meeting  the  post-secondary  educa- 
tion needs  of  the  Nation.  The  bill  would  extend  the  most  effective  student 
assistance  programs,  namely,  the  basic  educational  opportunity  grant  program, 
the  work-study  program,  the  State  student  incentive  grant  program,  and  the 
guaranteed  student  loan  program.  Programs  to  strengthen  developing  institu- 
tions and  the  Teacher  Corps  program  would  also  be  extended.  The  bill  would 
also  simplify  and  clarify  the  requirements  relating  to  accreditation  and 
institutional  eligibility. 

CLOSURE   OR  TRANSFER   OF   PUBLIC   HEALTH   SERVICE   HOSPITALS 

This  proposal  is  one  of  several  Administration  initiatives  designed  to  reform 
Federal  financing  and  direct  delivery  of  health  care.  It  would  authorize  HEW 
to  transfer  to  community  use  or  close  the  eight  Public  Health  Service  hospitals 
which  are  underutilized  and  which  essentially  serve  only  one  occupational 
group.  The  proposal  reflects  the  conclusion  that  maintenance  of  a  Federal 
hospital  system  for  some  200,000  merchant  seaman  is  an  inappropriate  and 
inefficient  use  of  resources,  particularly  in  light  of  low  hospital  occupancy 
rates,  the  excess  supply  of  hospital  beds,  the  availability  of  alternative  health 
care  facilities,  and  the  substantial  capital  investment  which  would  be  required 
to  continue  operation  of  the  hospitals. 

REPEAL  THE    1 -PERCENT  ADD-ON  IN  THE  COST-OF-LIVING  ADJUSTMENT  OF  THE  CIVIL 

SERVICE  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM 

Federal  civilian  and  military  retirement  systems  automatically  increase  bene- 
fits to  compensate  for  changes  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI).  Since  1969, 
these  automatic  adjustments  have  included  a  1%  add-on  which  has  been  com- 
pounded with  each  subsequent  CPI  adjustment.  This  bill  would  eliminate  the 
1%  add-on  provision  in  the  civil  service  retirement  law  which  has  been  pro- 
gressively over-compensating  Federal  retirees  for  changes  in  the  cost  of  living. 
The  Congress  has  passed  legislation  to  eliminate  the  1%  add-on  in  the  military, 
foreign  service,  and  CIA  retirement  systems,  but  only  if  it  is  also  eliminated  for 
the  civil  service  retirement  system. 
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WAGE  BOARD  PAY  REFORM     • 

The  basic  principle  governing  Federal  blue-collar  employees'  pay  rates  is 
that  they  should  be  comparable  with  prevailing  rates  and  pay  practices  in  the 
non-Federal  sector  in  the  same  locality.  This  bill  would  eliminate  aspects  of 
present  law  governing  wage  board  pay  rates  that  are  inconsistent  with  that  prin- 
ciple and  therefore  result  in  Federal  blue-collar  workers  earning  more  than 
their  counterparts  in  the  private  sector.  Among  other  things,  the  bill  would 
eliminate  use  of  wage  rate  data  from  outside  the  local  area  involved.  It  would 
also  eliminate  the  present  requirement  for  each  grade  to  have  five  steps,  and 
would  substitute  a  step-rate  structure  that  would  accord  with  the  predominant 
industry  practice. 

INCREASED  AUTHORIZATION  FOR  CERTAIN  SMALL  BUSINESS  LOAN  PROGRAMS 

This  legislation  would  increase  the  total  amount  of  loans,  guarantees,  and 
other  obligations  which  the  Small  Business  Administration  (SB A)  may  have 
outstanding  at  any  one  time.  These  revised  ceilings  will  permit  SBA  to  increase 
the  number  of  loans  made  to  those  small  businesses  who  otherwise  would  be 
unable  to  obtain  credit  in  the  private  sector. 

FEDERAL  PROCUREMENT   ACT 

A  number  of  recommendations  made  by  the  Commission  on  Government 
Procurement — including  proposals  to  consolidate  the  basic  Federal  procurement 
acts  and  modernize  the  provisions  for  awarding  contracts — would  be  imple- 
mented by  this  bill. 

REORGANIZATION  ACT  EXTENSION 

This  proposal  would  extend  the  President's  authority  to  submit  plans  for  the 
reorganization  of  executive  agencies  to  the  Congress.  This  authority  expired  on 
April  1,  1973.  The  legislation  is  designed  to  restore  the  authority  necessary  for 
the  President  to  propose  reorganization  in  order  to  foster  both  efficiency  and 
flexibility  in  the  structure  of  the  Executive  branch. 

STOCKPILE  DISPOSAL 

This  legislation  would  authorize  disposal  from  the  national  stockpile  and 
supplemental  stockpile  of  industrial  diamond  stones,  antimony,  tin,  and  silver. 
The  amounts  of  these  four  materials  recommended  for  disposal  are  in  excess  of 
adequate  stockpile  requirements,  and  their  sale  would  result  in  estimated  re- 
ceipts of  $746  million  in  fiscal  year  1977. 
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PATENT  MODERNIZATION  AND  REFORM  ACT 

This  legislation  would  substantially  strengthen  the  American  patent  system 
by  improving  the  strength  and  reliability  of  issued  patents  through  procedural 
reforms  in  the  patent  examination  and  issuance  process.  It  would  also  simplify 
procedures  for  obtaining  patents,  make  more  complete  and  precise  the  dis- 
closure of  information  about  technology  contained  in  patents,  and  add  new  pro- 
visions concerning  enforcement  of  patents. 

WINTER  OLYMPIC  GAMES  ASSISTANCE 

This  legislation  would  authorize  Federal  financial  assistance  for  the  con- 
struction of  certain  permanent,  unique  sports  facilities  needed  for  the  1980  Win- 
ter Olympic  Games  at  Lake  Placid,  New  York.  The  total  amount  of  special 
Federal  assistance  under  both  existing  authorities  and  this  legislation  would  not 
exceed  $28  million  plus  the  financing  of  certain  increases  in  construction  costs. 


These  are  important  legislative  proposals  dealing  with  matters  of  the  National 
interest,  and  I  urge  the  Congress  to  move  with  dispatch  to  enact  them. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  22,  1976. 

686 

Statement  on  Congressional  Enactment  of  the  Public 
Works  Employment  Act  of  1976.     ]uly  22,  1976 

I  AM  keenly  disappointed  by  the  action  of  the  Congress  in  enacting,  over  my 
veto,  the  so-called  Public  Works  Employment  Act  of  1976. 

The  Congress  has  badly  misjudged  the  real  public  interest  in  enacting  this 
bill.  What  the  Congress  is  saying  in  effect  is  that: 

— It  is  not  sufficiendy  concerned  about  the  risks  of  double-digit  inflation. 

— It  would  rather  create  $4  billion  w^orth  of  temporary.  Government-funded 
jobs  than  let  those  same  dollars  go  to  w^ork  in  the  private  sector  to  produce  real, 
rewarding,  lasting  jobs. 

— It  wants  the  Federal  Government  to  borrow  yet  another  $4  billion  from  the 
private  sector. 
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— It  is  willing  to  fund  jobs  at  a  cost  of  $25,000  apiece  for  each  year  of  temporary 
employment  created. 

— And  it  would  rather  have  the  Federal  Government  borrow  and  spend  yet 
another  $4  billion  than  enact  my  proposed  $10  billion  added  tax  cut  which  would 
help  all  of  our  people. 

My  concern  about  our  unemployed  citizens  is  second  to  none.  But  that  concern 
strengthens  my  resolve  to  do  everything  I  can  to  keep  our  economy  on  the  strong, 
stable  growth  path  we  are  now  on — a  path  that  does  not  risk  a  return  to  double- 
digit  inflation  and  another  deep  recession.  My  concern  does  not  and  will  not 
stampede  me  into  embracing  unwise  legislation. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  Congress,  on  reflection,  will  agree  with  my  views  and 
not  insist  on  providing  funds  to  carry  out  this  program.  If  it  does  insist  on 
going  ahead  with  this  program,  there  will  be  no  real  winners  but  there  will  be 
real  losers :  the  American  people. 

note:  On  July  22,  1976,  the  bill  (S.  3201)  was  enacted  over  the  President's  veto  as  Public  Law  94-369 
(90  Stat.  999), 
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Statement  on  Progress  Made  Toward  Federal  Paperwork 

Reduction.     July  23,  1976 

LAST  FALL,  I  directed  the  departments  and  agencies  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  reduce  the  number  of  repetitive  Federal  reports  by  10  percent  no  later 
than  July  1  of  this  year.  OMB  Director  James  T  Lynn,  who  has  been  carrying 
out  this  directive,  has  confirmed  this  morning  that  our  goal  has  not  only  been 
reached  but  exceeded. 

As  of  October  31,  1975,  the  departments  and  agencies  of  the  executive  branch 
subject  to  the  Federal  Reports  Act  w^ere  employing  5,148  reports  to  collect  in- 
formation from  the  public.  Today,  there  are  a  total  of  4,504  forms  in  use.  That 
reduction  of  over  600  forms  represents  a  net  cut  of  12.5  percent  and  a  very  impor- 
tant first  step  tow^ard  reducing  the  Federal  burden  on  the  American  people. 

I  might  note  that  several  agencies  in  the  Government  that  are  not  subject 
to  the  Federal  Reports  Act  have  also  made  significant  progress.  At  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  achieved  a  net  reduction  of  724 
forms,  or  a  31-percent  cut,  and  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms 
has  marked  up  a  25-percent  cut  in  its  reporting  system.  Among  the  independent 
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regulatory  agencies,  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  has  cut  its  reporting  forms  by 
26  percent. 

Ordinarily,  this  news  today  would  be  warmly  welcomed,  but  we  shouldn't 
try  to  fool  anybody.  Many  of  the  forms  that  have  been  abolished,  while  infuriat- 
ing to  those  who  had  to  fill  them  out,  are  minor  in  character;  the  biggest,  most 
intricate  forms  remain  in  existence  and  must  still  be  cleaned  up. 

More  importandy,  as  we  have  proceeded  during  the  past  year  in  cutting 
the  number  of  Federal  reports,  the  estimated  number  of  hours  required  to 
respond  to  Federal  reports  has  actually  increased. 

Greater  usage  of  the  uniform  Setdement  Statement  (HUD)  and  the  addi- 
tional reporting  associated  with  the  Employee  Retirement  Income  Security 
Act  (Department  of  Labor)  added  over  6,400,000  hours  to  the  reporting  burdens 
placed  on  American  people— especially  American  business— during  this  same 
period.  This  development  is  totally  unsatisfactory.  The  people  of  this  country 
want  and  deserve  a  break  from  the  growing  suffocation  of  Federal  paperwork. 

In  my  meeting  with  the  Cabinet  and  agency  heads  this  morning,  I  have  there- 
fore directed  that  we  set  two  new  goals  for  ourselves: 

—First,  I  am  directing  the  departments  and  agencies  subject  to  the  Federal 
Reports  Act  to  cut  their  total  reporting  requirements  by  7  million  hours  by  the 
end  of  fiscal  year  1977,  a  5-percent  reduction. 

—Second,  I  am  asking  for  the  recommendations  of  those  departments  and 
agencies  for  ways  that  we  can  cut  the  reporting  requirement  by  an  additional 
20  million  hours  by  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1978,  an  additional  15-percent  cut. 
This  extra  time  would  permit  legislative  proposals  to  be  made,  enacted,  and 
implemented  to  help  reach  our  goals. 

688 

Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Health 
and  the  Environment  on  the  National  Swine  Flu  Immunization 
Program.     July  23,  1976 

Dear  Paul: 

I  want  to  convey  to  you  once  again  the  strong  commitment  of  this  Adminis- 
tration to  a  National  Influenza  Immunization  Program. 

Almost  four  months  ago  to  the  day,  I  announced  the  initiation  of  this  pro- 
gram after  a  panel  of  the  country's  top  health,  medical  and  scientific  leaders 
unanimously  recommended  to  me  that  we  move  forward.  Those  leaders  con- 
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vinccd  me  that  a  strain  of  virus,  popularly  known  as  "swine  flu",  could  threaten 
the  health  of  our  citizenry  unless  a  massive,  extraordinary  program  of  national 
inoculations  was  immediately  undertaken. 

I  requested  a  special  appropriation  of  $135  million  from  the  Congress  to 
ensure  the  production  and  distribution  of  sufficient  swine-type  influenza  vaccine. 
I  was  gratified  by  the  rapid  response  of  the  Congress  in  acting  on  my  request  and 
I  signed  it  into  law  on  April  15. 

Since  that  time  we  have  made  significant  progress  toward  our  goal  of  making 
this  vaccine  available  to  all  Americans  before  the  onset  of  an  influenza  season 
this  fall.  Nearly  90  million  doses  of  vaccine  have  already  been  produced;  orga- 
nizational efforts  at  the  state  and  local  levels  for  delivery  of  inoculations  are 
well  advanced;  voluntary  groups  have  been  identified,  briefed,  and  organized; 
and  results  of  the  largest  pre-certification  clinical  field  trials  ever  performed  are 
very  positive  for  the  safety  and  effectiveness  of  the  vaccine. 

Despite  these  accomplishments,  however,  we  now  face  a  growing  problem 
in  making  this  public  health  program  available  to  the  American  people. 

Secretary  Mathews  reported  to  me  yesterday  afternoon  that  the  providers  of 
liability  insurance  for  the  vaccine  manufacturers  continue  to  resist  our  efforts 
to  work  out  an  agreement  to  provide  insurance  through  normal  commercial 
channels.  It  is  their  position  that  the  inordinate  size  of  this  program  makes  it 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  accurately  assess,  and  thereby  reasonably  insure, 
the  potential  hazards  of  administering  the  vaccine  to  everyone. 

Although  experience  indicates  that  there  is  a  very  low  risk  of  untoward 
reactions  to  influenza  vaccine,  we  will  continue  to  pursue  an  agreeable  compro- 
mise with  these  companies.  Without  essential  product  liability  coverage,  the 
vaccine  manufacturers  are  unwilling  to  release  the  vaccine  for  use  in  this 
national  program.  Secretary  Mathews  reported  to  me  that  unless  this  liability 
problem  is  resolved  in  the  next  few  days,  the  manufacturers  will  terminate  their 
production  of  swine  flu  vaccine.  All  of  us  would  be  derelict  in  our  responsibilities 
to  the  American  people  if  this  program  comes  to  a  screeching  halt. 

In  anticipation  of  just  this  situation,  I  directed  Secretary  Mathews  on  June  16 
to  submit  legislation  to  the  Congress  to  enable  the  government  to  assume  a 
proper  share  of  risks  for  the  program,  but  not  those  resulting  from  negligence 
of  the  manufacturer.  This  measure  is  still  under  consideration  by  the  Congress, 
but  further  delay,  regardless  of  the  reason,  could  result  in  the  failure  of  this  pro- 
gram to  meet  this  essential  public  health  need  for  all  Americans. 

I  share  the  concern  of  the  Congress  that  the  vaccine  manufacturers  and  in- 
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surers  be  held  accountable.  But  my  first  concern  is  that  a  safe  and  effective  vac- 
cine be  available  to  all  Americans  who  w^ant  it  during  the  flu  season. 

I  am  pleased  that  the  Health  and  the  Environment  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee  w^ill  hold  another  hearing 
on  this  important  matter.  I  urge  you  to  act  immediately  on  my  legislative  pro- 
posal. We  cannot  accept  the  fact  that  the  health  of  all  Americans  can  be  placed 
in  jeopardy  by  a  failure  to  take  action  on  this  important  legislation. 

While  we  await  Congressional  action — and  I  trust  that  the  Congress  will  act 
quickly  with  due  regard  for  the  Nation's  health  and  safety— I  have  directed 
Secretary  Mathews  to  ask  for  the  cooperation  of  the  manufacturers  again  to 
ensure  that  they  do  not  terminate  their  production  of  this  vital  vaccine  while 
negotiations  continue. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  reiterate  a  single  point:  The  threat  of  swine  flu  is  very 
genuine.  Data  from  both  the  scientific  and  medical  communities  support  the 
need  for  an  inoculation  program.  Clinical  tests  conducted  to  date  show  that 
the  vaccine  is  both  safe  and  effective.  There  is  no  excuse  now  to  let  this  program — 
a  program  that  could  affect  the  lives  of  many,  many  Americans — bog  down  in 
petty  wrangling.  Let's  work  together  to  get  on  with  the  job. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Paul  G.  Rogers,  Chairman,  Subcommittee  on  Health  and  the  Environment,  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce  Committee,  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.C.  20515] 

note:   This   is   the  text  of  the  letter  presented   to       Education,   and   Welfare,   during  his   testimony  be- 
Chairman  Rogers  by  Dr.  Theodore  Cooper,  Assist-       fore  the  subcommittee, 
ant  Secretary   for  Health,   Department   of   Health, 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National  League 
of  Families  of  American  Prisoners  and  Missing  in 
Southeast  Asia.     July  24,  1976 

Carol  Bates,  Congressman  Sonny  Montgomery,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

It  is  a  very  high  honor  and  a  very  great  privilege  to  meet  once  again  with  this 
courageous  assembly  of  Americans  w^hose  loved  ones  remain  unaccounted  for 
in  Southeast  Asia.  You  have  borne  a  very  heavy  burden  with  incredible  courage. 
Every  citizen  in  this  country  admires  your  bravery,  your  dignity,  and  your 
persistence. 
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Through  long,  long  months  and  years  of  trial,  you  have  been  sustained  by  the 
love  of  your  missing  men  and  by  your  love  of  the  country  those  men  defended. 
I  am  proud  of  you,  and  I  am  proud  of  your  men.  But  my  admiration  is  not 
enough;  the  gratitude  of  this  Nation  is  not  enough.  You  and  your  loved  ones 
must  be  assured  of  a  continuing  commitment  from  your  Government  to  obtain 
a  full  accounting  of  those  missing  in  action  or  still  listed  as  prisoners  of  w^ar. 

Let  me  reemphasize  this  from  me,  as  v^ell  as  from  your  Government:  This  is 
a  firm,  unequivocal  commitment;  it  is  a  longstanding  commitment;  it  is  still 
an  active  commitment,  and  for  me,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  it  is  a  very  personal 
commitment,  and  that  is  w^hy  I  am  here  tonight. 

When  I  came  home  from  the  Pacific,  roughly  30  years  ago,  I  joined — as  many 
of  us  did — several  veteran  organizations.  And  then,  a  short  time  later,  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  become  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  During 
my  service  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  can  recall  vividly 
v^orking  on  MIA  problems  on  an  individual,  a  case-by-case  basis,  during  both  the 
Korean  and  the  Vietnam  conflicts. 

As  a  Congressman,  as  many  of  you  know^,  I  met  w^ith  members  of  the  Na- 
tional League  of  Families  here  in  Washington  and  back  home  in  my  com- 
munity of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  I  did  not  forget  you  then,  and  I  have  not 
forgotten  you  now. 

One  of  my  very  last  meetings  as  Vice  President  was  a  meeting  with  your  board 
of  directors.  A  year  ago,  as  President,  I  attended  this  convention  and  shortly 
thereafter  met  with  your  board  of  directors  in  the  Cabinet  Room  in  the  West 
Wing  of  the  White  House.  Let  me  assure  you,  we  are  employing  every  effective 
means  to  account  for  your  loved  ones.  Let  me  assure  you,  without  any  hesitation 
or  reservation,  that  I  will  continue  that  effort. 

We  must  be  honest  with  ourselves.  This  is  a  frustrating,  painstaking,  difficult 
process.  It  is  a  tragic  fact — and  it  makes  me,  as  well  as  you  and  millions  and 
millions  like  you,  very,  very  sad — that  every  missing  man  or  information  con- 
cerning that  individual  may  never  be  available,  regardless  of  any  superhuman 
effort  by  the  most  and  the  best  in  our  Government. 

Furthermore,  as  all  of  you  know,  we  are  dealing  with  a  Government  that  has 
demonstrated  very  little  concern  for  your  feelings.  The  Vietnamese  claim  to 
have  established  agencies  to  search  for  the  missing,  but  thus  far  they  have 
withheld  this  information,  totally  without  justification. 

We  have  offered  to  carry  out  the  searches  ourselves  or  to  enlist  a  neutral 
government  or  the  Red  Cross  in  this  humanitarian  search.  Thus  far,  none  of 
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these  oflEers  have  been  accepted.  But  we  will  persist;  we  will  keep  trying  as 
long  as  we  have  any  hope  whatsoever,  and  I  promise  you  that. 

We  are  wilUng  to  talk  with  the  Vietnamese.  At  my  direction,  we  have  ex- 
changed messages  with  them,  indicating  our  willingness  to  discuss  outstanding 
issues  in  our  two  countries.  We  have  made  clear  that  our  primary  concern  is 
to  obtain  an  accounting  for  our  servicemen  who  are  missing  in  action.  With- 
out a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  MIA  issue,  no  further  progress  in  our  rela- 
tions is  possible. 

I  know  that  many  of  you  are  deeply  concerned  about  declassification  of 
information  relating  to  MIAs.  Several  months  ago,  I  discussed  in  depth  this 
problem  with  the  members  of  my  staff  and  directed  that  progress  be  made  in 
that  regard.  And  I  have  been  informed  that  progress  has  been  made.  But  let 
me  reemphasize,  there  will  be  continuing  progress  in  this  regard. 

Everyone  in  this  room  has  demonstrated  a  strength,  has  demonstrated  a 
resolve  which  makes  you  equal  to  the  burdens  that  you  are  carrying.  Your  cour- 
age has  been  an  inspiration  to  me  and  to  millions  of  your  fellow  citizens.  Your 
loved  ones  have  not  been  forgotten.  You  have  not  been  abandoned.  I  promise  you 
I  will  not  rest  until  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of  your  loved  ones  has  been 
made. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:51  p.m.  in  the  executive  director  of  the  National  League  of  Fam- 
Presidential  Ballroom  at  the  Statler  Hilton  Hotel.  In  ilies  of  American  Prisoners  and  Missing  in  South- 
his  opening  remarks,  he  referred   to   Carol   Bates,       east  Asia. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Coastal  Zone  Management 
Act  Amendments  of  1976.     July  26,  1976 

Secretary  Richardson,  distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate, 
Fran\  Zarb,  and  guests: 

It's  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  have  you  all  here  this  morning.  And  I 
especially  w^ish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Congress  for  working  on  this 
legislation  and  cooperating  with  the  administration  in  putting  together  what 
I  think  is  very  excellent  legislation. 

I  am  here  this  morning  with  all  of  you  to  sign  into  law  the  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Act  Amendments  of  1976.  These  amendments  include  many  of 
the  principal  elements  of  the  proposal  that  I  sent  to  the  Congress  in  February, 
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which  were  designed  to  assist  communities  significantly  affected  by  the  develop- 
ment of  federally  owned  energy  resources. 

These  amendments  will  provide  a  basis  for  long-term  planning  by  the  coastal 
States,  so  that  they  can  better  balance  the  needs  for  energy  development,  urban 
growth,  of  resource  conservation,  and  recreational  use.  These  amendments  also 
include  a  good  balance  between  Federal,  State,  and  local  interests  in  the  very 
sensitive  areas  of  coastal  land  and  water  uses  and  energy  development. 

By  creating  a  coastal  energy  impact  program  with  funds  of  $1.2  billion  over 
the  next  10  years,  we  recognize  a  national  responsibility  to  help  coastal  States 
and  communities  that  are  affected  as  we  speed  up  exploration  and  production 
of  oil  and  gas  from  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf.  At  the  same  time,  these  amend- 
ments rightly  limit  the  extent  to  which  the  Federal  Government  will  become 
involved  in  decisions  that  should  be  made  at  State  and  local  levels. 

I  see  this  bill  as  a  very  encouraging  sign  for  the  future,  first,  because  it  repre- 
sents the  kinds  of  progress  that  can  be  made  when  the  Congress  and  the  ad- 
ministration work  together — and  I  repeat  what  I  said  at  the  outset,  I  am  very 
grateful  for  the  cooperation  of  both  the  House  and  the  Senate — and  second, 
because  it  shows  that  two  issues  high  on  our  national  agenda — the  need  for 
energy  and  the  need  for  environmental  protection — can  indeed  be  reconciled. 

So,  it's  with  pleasure  that  I  have  the  opportunity  of  signing  this  bill  this 
morning  and  thank  all  of  you  for  coming  on  this  fine  day  for  a  rather  historic 
occasion. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:15  a.m.  at  a  Zarb,  Administrator  of  the  Federal  Energy  Admin- 
ceremony  in  the  East  Garden  at  the  White  House.  istration. 

In  his   opening   remarks,   he   referred   to  Elliot  L.  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  586)  is  Public  Law  94-370 

Richardson,  Secretary  of  Commerce,  and  Frank  G.  (90  Stat.  1013). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Coastal  Zone  Management 
Act  Amendments  of  1976.     July  26,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  sign  into  lavs^  today  S.  586,  the  Coastal  Zone  Management  Act 
Amendments  of  1976.  This  legislation  fills  a  critical  need  in  the  development  of 
our  domestic  energy  resources  and  the  improved  management  of  the  Nation's 
valuable  coastal  zones. 

The  bill  recognizes  a  national  responsibility  to  assist  coastal  States  and  com- 
munities that  w^ill  be  affected  by  the  accelerated  exploration  and  production  of 
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oil  and  gas  from  the  Federal  Outer  Continental  Shelf.  It  incorporates  for 
coastal  States  the  principal  elements  of  the  Energy  Development  Impact  Assist- 
ance Program,  which  I  recommended  to  Congress  in  February  of  this  year. 

Specifically,  the  bill  creates  a  Coastal  Energy  Impact  Program  with  an  author- 
ization level  of  $1.2  billion  over  the  next  10  years.  The  principal  form  of  the 
assistance  will  be  loans  and  loan  guarantees  to  assist  communities  in  developing 
the  additional  public  facilities  needed  to  cope  with  the  expanding  population 
associated  with  new  OCS  and  coastal-dependent  energy  activities.  In  addition, 
Federal  grants  are  authorized  to  assist  States  and  communities  in  planning  for 
these  impacts,  in  ameliorating  unavoidable  environmental  losses,  and  in  pro- 
viding public  facilities  and  pubHc  services  for  limited  time  periods  to  the  extent 
adequate  credit  under  the  bill  is  available. 

The  legislation  has  been  carefully  designed  to  ensure  that  Federal  assistance 
is  limited  to  those  situations  where  the  assistance  is  needed,  and  only  for  those 
specified  projects  or  activities  directly  related  to  increased  coastal  energy  activity. 
Clearly,  the  national  taxpayer  should  not  be  asked  to  underwrite  costs  normally 
covered  by  ordinary  State  and  local  taxes;  similarly,  the  energy  industry  should 
bear  its  normal  tax  load  and  the  usual  costs  of  doing  business. 

Under  the  bill,  loans  and  loan  guarantees  will  be  provided  for  public  facilities 
needed  because  of  new  or  expanded  coastal  energy  activity,  in  recognition  that 
such  faciHties  would  normally  be  financed  through  State  and  local  bonding. 
Grants  for  public  facilities  can  only  be  used  if  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  finds 
that  the  loans  and  loan  guarantees  are  not  available.  Grants  may  also  be  used 
for  planning  and  for  the  prevention,  reduction,  or  amelioration  of  unavoidable 
environmental  losses  if  the  Secretary  determines  that  the  loss  is  not  attributable 
to,  or  assessable  against,  any  specific  person  and  cannot  be  paid  for  through 
other  Federal  programs. 

The  bill  also  appropriately  limits  the  extent  to  which  the  Federal  Government 
will  become  involved  in  decisions  that  should  be  made  at  State  and  local  levels. 
The  individual  States  and  localities  will  determine  whether  their  principal 
need  is  for  schools,  roads,  hospitals,  new  parks,  or  other  similar  facilities.  The 
Secretary  of  Commerce  will  have  responsibilities  which  are  limited  to  those 
areas  where  Federal  involvement  is  necessary. 

Prior  to  the  disbursement  of  funds,  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  must  make 
certain  that  States  which  are  entitled  to  receive  loans  or  grants  will  expend 
or  commit  the  proceeds  in  accordance  with  authorized  purposes  and  that  Fed- 
eral loan  grants  will  not  subsidize  public  services  for  an  unreasonable  length  of 
time.  The  Secretary  must  also  determine,  prior  to  the  disbursement  of  funds,  that 
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particular  environmental  losses  cannot  be  attributed  to  identifiable  persons  and 
that  grants  for  public  facilities  are  used  only  to  the  extent  that  loans  or  loan 
guarantee  assistance  is  not  available. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  v^ill  act  expeditiously  to  implement  the  energy 
development  impact  provisions  so  that  w^e  can  accelerate  OCS  energy  develop- 
ment to  meet  our  Nation's  energy  needs  in  an  environmentally  responsible  man- 
ner and  to  w^ork  closely  v^ith  the  30  coastal  States  v^hich  are  nov^  participating 
in  the  Coastal  Zone  Management  Program. 

It  is  appropriate  that  this  new  program,  established  by  this  major  innovative 
piece  of  legislation,  is  being  signed  in  the  first  year  of  our  Nation's  third  century. 
The  issues  of  energy  and  our  environment — to  v^hich  this  bill  is  directed — 
v^ill  surely  be  high  on  our  Nation's  list  of  priority  concerns  throughout  the 
decades  ahead. 
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Remarks  of  Welcome  to  Prime  Minister  J.  Malcolm 
Fraser  of  Australia.     July  21 ,  1976 

Prime  Minister  Fraser,  Mrs,  Fraser,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

In  this  Bicentennial  Year  the  United  States  has  been  honored  to  v^elcome 
the  leaders  of  many,  many  friendly  nations,  and  we  are  especially  and  particu- 
larly pleased  that  the  Prime  Minister  of  AustraUa  has  come  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  our  Nation's  Capital. 

Australia  is  especially  close  to  the  hearts  of  Americans  throughout  our  coun- 
try. The  American  and  Australian  people  share  common  roots,  common  simi- 
larities, and  the  strongest  affinities.  We  hold  in  common  a  devotion  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  liberty  not  only  in  our  ow^n  countries  but  throughout  the  v^orld. 
We  share  great  responsibilities  for  assisting  the  emergence  of  a  more  just  and 
stable  international  order. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  our  countries  have  long  been  allies  in  w^ar  as  v^ell  as  in 
peace.  We  have  v^orked  together  to  support  other  free  nations  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  less  fortunate  people.  Our  two  Governments  have  a  tradition 
of  close  consultation  that  will  be  continued  in  our  meetings  today. 

Australia  is  assuming  increased  responsibilities  on  a  worldwide  basis.  Its  posi- 
tions on  international  issues  have  not  been  narrowly  confined  to  self-interest, 
but  have  taken  on  a  wider  view  that  we  share  in  this  country.  We  respect  this 
friendly  and  independent  voice  across  the  Pacific.  We  welcome  Australia's 
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important  contribution  to  stability  and  progress  in  the  Pacific  region  and  in  the 
world  at  large. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  you  are  deeply  conscious  of  the  need  to  preserve  a  global 
balance  among  the  great  powers.  We  sincerely  appreciate  Australia's  support 
for  our  foreign  policy.  We  assure  you  that  the  United  States  will  remain  a 
strong  and  faithful  ally,  worthy  of  Australia's  trust. 

Australia— its  Government  and  its  citizens— have  done  much  to  celebrate  the 
American  Bicentennial.  Festivals  have  been  held  in  Australia,  performers  have 
come  to  the  United  States,  and  Australia  will  endow  a  chair  of  AustraUan  studies 
at  Harvard  University.  We  thank  you,  and  all  Australians,  for  those  warm  ex- 
pressions of  friendship. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  you  are  a  very  welcome  visitor  to  our  Nation's  Capital. 
I  look  forward  to  my  discussions  with  you  and  the  continuing  close  relationships 
with  Australia  and  its  people,  our  natural  friends  and  allies  in  every  sphere  of 
life. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:37  a.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  Prime 
Minister  Fraser  was  given  a  formal  welcome  with 
full  military  honors.  Prime  Minister  Fraser  responded 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  my  wife  and  I  thank  you  for  your 
most  warm  and  moving  welcome  to  Washington.  It 
is  now  6  years  since  I  was  last  in  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  good  to  be  back  in  this  Bicentennial  Year. 

Mr.  President,  the  Revolution  that  you  are  celebrat- 
ing this  year  was  a  great  triumph  for  the  then  radi- 
cal idea  that  man  could  be  free,  that  a  free  people 
could  not  only  survive  and  work  together  but  that 
they  could  create  a  better  society  than  had  existed  in 
the  world  before. 

It  is  from  your  Revolution  that  we  traced  the  birth 
of  our  own  nation  in  1788.  Our  two  countries  have 
traveled  far  since  that  time.  We  have  both  demon- 
strated the  vitality  and  strength  of  democracy.  We 
have  both  been  able  to  build  societies  which  are  just 
and  which  enshrine  freedom. 

That  we  have  similar  ideals  is  not  a  matter  of 
mere  coincidence.  America's  independence  and  its 
subsequent  development  as  one  of  the  world's  great 
civilizations  has  been  an  inspiration  and  an  example, 
especially  to  younger  nations  such  as  my  own.  In 
this  Bicentennial  Year  it  is  a  debt  to  which  we  are 
pleased  to  pay  tribute. 

Like  you,  we  value  our  independence.  We  do  not 
expect  others  to  assume  our  responsibilities.  Over 
time,  however,  our  paths  have  come  to  run,  to  an 


increasing  extent,  in  parallel.  Comradeship-in-arms 
on  a  number  of  occasions  has  been  the  basis  for  a 
closeness,  the  sharing  of  purpose  which  has,  I  feel, 
been  to  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  both  our  countries. 

Over  the  last  30  years,  it  has  fallen  to  the  United 
States  to  provide  leadership  for  the  Western  World. 
You  have  our  continuing  support  in  this  difficult  role. 
For  the  sake  of  world  peace  and  for  the  ideals  we 
share,  it  is  essential,  Mr.  President,  that  this  leader- 
ship continue,  and  Australia  has  every  confidence 
and  knowledge  that  it  will. 

We  live  in  a  world  that  continues  to  hold  many 
dangers  and  challenges  to  human  dignity.  Many 
countries  are  confronted  by  appalling  problems  of 
poverty,  hunger,  disease.  The  developed  countries 
face  their  own  problems  of  inflation  and  unaccept- 
ably  high  rates  of  unemployment.  These  are  chal- 
lenges to  be  faced  together,  contributing  wherever 
we  can  to  their  just  and  practical  solution.  In  re- 
sponding to  them,  the  world  will  look,  as  it  has  so 
often  in  the  past,  to  the  United  States  to  play  a 
prominent  role. 

It  is  in  recognition  of  this,  and  the  determination 
that  Australia  will  play  its  full  part,  that  I  make  this 
journey  to  the  United  States  in  this  Bicentennial 
Year. 

Mr.  President,  I  look  forward  to  my  discussions 
with  you  and  other  members  of  your  Government 
and  to  the  opportunity  to  be  among  the  American 
people  on  this  occasion.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr. 
President,  for  your  hospitality. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Comprehensive  Alcohol  Abuse  and 
Alcoholism  Prevention,  Treatment,  and  Rehabilitation 
Act  Amendments  of  1976.     July  21,  197 G 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  S.  3184,  a  bill  which  would  extend  and  expand  the 
authorities  for  providing  Federal  assistance  to  States  and  communities  for  alco- 
hol prevention  and  treatment  programs.  I  have  done  so  because  I  am  concerned 
about  the  serious  problems  of  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  in  this  country,  which 
this  bill  attempts  to  address. 

We  need  to  find  new  ways  to  prevent  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  and  to 
assist  the  rehabilitation  and  cure  of  the  victims  of  these  cruel  diseases.  In  ex- 
tending the  Comprehensive  Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alcoholism  Prevention,  Treat- 
ment, and  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1970,  S.  3184  continues  the  State  grants  on 
alcoholism  and  provides  special  new  authorities  for  Federal  research  on 
alcoholism. 

In  approving  this  legislation,  however,  I  must  register  my  concern  that  this 
is  far  from  the  best  way  to  reduce  the  tragic  toll  of  alcoholism  and  alcohol  abuse. 

S.  3184  is  based  on  a  policy  of  perpetuating  the  maze  of  categorical  Federal 
health  programs  and  adding  even  more  to  the  Federal  requirements  in  these 
programs.  This  approach  is  a  disservice  to  those  who  need  effective  delivery  of 
health  care  and  to  those  who  must  pay  the  bills — the  taxpayers. 

In  my  1977  Budget,  I  proposed  a  consolidation  of  16  existing  Federal  health 
programs,  including  grants  for  alcohol  prevention  and  treatment  programs, 
into  a  single  block  grant  which  would  enable  States  and  localities  to  assure  that 
people  in  need  receive  comprehensive  health  care. 

The  Congress  has,  however,  not  seen  fit  even  to  hold  hearings  on  my  proposal. 
That  proposal  is  based  on  the  proposition  that  Federal  regulation  of  programs 
should  be  reduced  and  more  reliance  should  be  placed  upon  State  and  local 
governments  in  analyzing  the  problems  and  determining  priorities  for  spending 
the  taxpayers'  money.  The  Congress  refusal  to  consider  this  approach  is 
irresponsible. 

Fewer  Federal  programs  and  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions accompanying  each  of  them  would  allow  States  and  local  governments  to 
respond  more  quickly  and  sensibly  to  the  health  needs  of  their  residents.  Con- 
solidation of  funding  into  a  single  block  grant  with  a  more  equitable  distribu- 
tion formula  would  better  direct  Federal  health  assistance  to  those  most  in  need 
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throughout  the  Nation.  The  mountain  of  Federal  requirements  and  redtape 
imposed  upon  States  and  localities  prevents  them  from  using  limited  health 
resources  in  the  most  effective  w^ay  and  adds  needlessly  to  administrative  costs. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  enact  my  proposed  Financial  Assistance  for  Health 
Care  Act.  I  firmly  believe  that  is  the  right  v^ay  to  meet  our  health  needs  and  the 
sound  way  to  develop  health  systems  that  work  for  the  American  people. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  signed  S.  3184  so  that  in  the  interim  assistance  will 
be  provided  for  these  important  programs. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  3184),  approved  July  26,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-371  (90  Stat.  1035). 

694 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  With  Reporters 
on  John  Connally's  Endorsement  of  the  President  for  the 
Republican  Presidential  Nomination.     ]uly  27 ,  1976 

I  HAVE  a  very  old  and  very  good  friend.  I  have  knovi^n  John  Connally  since 
1961,  v^hen  he  w^as  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  I  v^as  on  the  Mahon  subcommittee.^ 
He  was  an  outstanding  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  follow^ed  his  political  career  as 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas  for  three  terms.  He  came  dov^n  to  be  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  have  had  a  number  of  opportunities  to  w^ork  v^ith  him  as  the 
minority  leader  of  the  Republican  Party  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Over  the  years  John  Connally  and  I  have  not  only  had  a  professional  relation- 
ship in  a  political  sense  but  wt  have  also  been  close  personal  friends.  We  have 
had  a  number  of  meetings  over  the  last  2  years^  and  we  had  a  meeting  this 
afternoon  that  followed  in  the  natural  course  of  events.  He  was  in  town,  and  I 
asked  him  to  stop  by. 

I  think  Governor  Connally  has  an  announcement  that  may  be  of  some  interest 
to  you,  and  I  want  to  thank  him  for  what  I  think  he  is  going  to  say. 

Mr.  Connally.  Mr.  President,  you  don't  know  exactly  what  I  am  going  to  say 
because  I  am  not  sure  I  do  myself,  except  that  I  came  to  tell  the  President  that 
notwithstanding  my  neutrality  in  the  Presidential  primaries  all  spring,  I  think 
the  time  has  now  come  when  no  useful  purpose  is  to  be  served  by  my  maintain- 
ing that  position.  But  rather,  the  best  interests  of  the  country  will  be  served 
by  my  stating  my  unequivocal  position  that  I  do  support  President  Ford  for  the 


^  Rcprcbentative  George  H.  Mahon  of  Texas,  chairman  of  the  House  Defense  Appropriations  Subcommittee. 
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nomination  and  will  support  him  in  the  election  with  every  resource  that  I 
have  and  all  the  ability  that  I  have. 

I  am  delighted  to  make  that  announcement,  and  I  just  hope  that  I  can  be 
helpful  to  him  in  securing  the  nomination.  And  I  certainly  hope  that  I  can 
contribute  something  as  a  Republican  in  the  effort  to  win  the  Presidency 
in  November  and  to  capture  additional  seats  in  the  Congress,  in  both  the  House 
and  the  Senate. 

Reporter.  How  about  getting  on  the  ticket  ? 

Mr.  Connally.  That  subject  was  not  discussed  today.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  President  proposes  with  respect  to  his  running  mate.  He  has  not  told  me.  He 
has  not  hinted  who  it  might  be.  I  have  not  asked  him,  nor  will  I  ask  him. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Reagan's  announcement  yesterday  have  anything  to  do  with  your 
announcing  this  today  ? 

Mr.  Connally.  Yes,  Governor  Reagan's  announcement  yesterday  does  have 
something  to  do  with  my  announcement  today,  only  in  the  sense  that  I  think 
it  is  quite  clear  that  as  between  the  two  men  it  is  quite  clear  now  that  the 
President  is  unmistakably  the  better  choice,  not  only  for  the  party  but  for  the 
country.  And  so  his  announcement  yesterday  certainly  does  have  something  to 
do  with  my  statement  today. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  like  to  have  the  Governor  on  the  ticket  with 
you  as  the  Vice-Presidential  candidate  ? 

The  President.  I  said  repeatedly  that  I  don't  exclude  any  potential  Republi- 
cans as  my  Vice-Presidential  running  mate.  I  have  indicated  my  long  association 
and  great  respect  for  Governor  Connally.  But  I  think  it  is  premature  to  make 
any  comment  because  there  are  others,  of  course,  that  I  will  talk  to  as  I  have 
talked  to  Governor  Connally  on  this  occasion. 

Q.  But  his  announcement  here  today  certainly  does  not  hurt  his  chances,  does 
it? 

The  President.  We'll  let  the  future  speak  for  itself. 

Mr.  Connally.  May  I  add  to  that  ?  My  statement  here  today  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  chances — good,  bad,  or  indifferent — so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  am 
doing  this  because  I  think  I  should  do  it.  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  I 
think  we  ought  to  try  to  end  this  nomination  as  quickly  as  we  possibly  can,  and 
I  think  it  should  be  ended  with  President  Ford  being  the  nominee.  The  sooner 
that  can  be  made  clear,  the  better  it  is  for  the  party  and  for  the  country. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:50  p.m.  at  the  entrance  to  the  West  Wing  Lobby  at  the  White  House. 
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Statement  on  the  Settlement  of  the  Cannery  Strike  in 
California.     July  27,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  that  an  agreement  has  been  reached  between  the  29  canners  of 
CaUfornia's  fruits  and  vegetables  and  the  Council  of  Cannery  and  Food  Process- 
ing Unions,  ending  the  8-day  strike. 

This  dispute  has  been  the  most  costly,  in  terms  of  crops  lost,  in  the  history  of 
the  California  food  processing  industry.  Each  passing  day  is  critical.  I  am  hope- 
ful that  workers  will  return  to  their  jobs  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  appreciate  the  efforts  of  all  of  those  who  contributed  to  the  successful  con- 
clusion of  this  dispute.  Secretary  Usery,  Secretary  Butz,  and  James  Scearce, 
Director  of  the  Federal  Mediation  and  Conciliation  Service,  have  again  demon- 
strated exemplary  public  service. 

696 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister  J.  Malcolm 
Fraser  of  Australia.     July  27 ,  1976 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  Mrs.  Fraser,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  very  special  pleasure  for  me  to  welcome  you  tonight,  the  Prime  Minister 
of  one  of  America's  closest  friends,  one  of  our  closest  allies,  Australia. 

Americans  and  Australians  have  traditionally  enjoyed  a  very  special  and  a 
very  natural  rapport,  but  this  year  the  Government  and  the  people  of  Australia 
have  gone  to  extraordinary  lengths  to  demonstrate  their  friendship  in  helping 
us  celebrate  in  America  our  Bicentennial.  Let  me  say  without  hesitation  or 
qualification,  we,  as  Americans,  are  most  appreciative  of  your  many  gestures 
of  good  will  and  generosity  toward  us. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  though  the  United  States  is  200  years  old  this  year,  it  is 
still  a  new  country  in  spirit,  in  outlook,  in  aspirations.  And  it  would  be  my  ob- 
servation, so  is  Australia.  Both  Australia  and  the  United  States  were  frontier 
countries  with  vast  open  spaces,  abundant  natural  resources.  These  factors  in- 
fluenced the  way  our  nations  developed  and  the  way  we  moved  in  similar 
directions. 

We  also  share  important  values  and  vital  institutions.  The  British  traditions  of 
individual  civil  liberties  and  the  rule  of  law  were  ingrained  in  both  your  people 
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as  well  as  in  ours.  Each  of  us  created  our  own  governmental  institutions,  in- 
fluenced by  the  British  parliamentary  system.  The  United  States  and  Australia 
are  both  federations  of  states  founded  originally  as  separate  colonies.  Each 
recognizes  the  limits  of  power  of  the  central  government. 

Such  close  parallels  in  the  development  of  our  two  countries  have  made 
Americans  think  of  Australians  as  being  like  us,  and  we  hope  that  this  feeling 
is  reciprocated.  Obviously,  Americans  feel  very  much  at  home  in  Australia  and 
with  Australians.  Nonetheless,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  we  fully  recognize  that 
Australia  has  its  own  interests,  its  own  perceptions  of  the  world,  and  its  own  role 
to  play. 

Our  relations  with  your  country  have  matured  over  the  years  to  a  new 
partnership  of  mutual  respect.  World  War  II  brought  both  of  us  together  in  a 
time  of  trial.  In  1951,  we  joined  with  New  Zealand  and  signed  the  ANZUS 
Pact,  or  treaty.  That  treaty  symbolizes  the  fundamental  interests  that  we  share. 
Since  World  War  II,  our  cooperation  in  defense  and  international  affairs  has 
been  unusually  close.  We  have  reinforced  each  other's  security.  We  have  pro- 
moted regional  stability.  And  we  have  solidified  the  strength  of  the  free  world. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  your  public  statements  and  your  conversations  with  me 
this  morning  made  it  very  obvious  that  Australia  and  the  United  States  are 
closer  together  than  ever  before.  We  understand,  we  respect  your  independent 
voice  in  world  affairs,  and  we  applaud  you  for  it.  On  this  basis  our  collabora- 
tion has  even  a  greater  meaning  and  a  greater  value.  We  both  recognize  that 
peace  in  this  interdependent  world  will  require  even  greater  cooperation  on 
economic  and  social  questions. 

Advanced  democracies,  such  as  our  two  countries,  have  crucial  roles  to  play 
in  strengthening  the  global  economy  and  creating  healthy,  long-term  relations 
between  developed  countries  and  the  developing  countries.  We  consider 
Australia  an  important  partner  in  all  common  endeavors  in  this  free  world. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  our  talks  have  enhanced  the  natural  partnership  be- 
tween Australia  and  the  United  States.  In  the  coming  years,  this  partnership  will 
make  an  ever-expanding  contribution  to  peace  and  progress.  I  am  absolutely 
certain  that  our  governments  will  continue  to  work  closely  to  meet  the  complex 
challenges  our  two  nations  will  face  inevitably  in  the  years  ahead. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I  raise  my  glass  to  the  Queen,  to  the  health  of  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Australia,  and  to  the  continuation  of  Australian-American 
friendship. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:25  p,m.  in  the  Rose  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much  indeed  for 

Garden  at  the  White  House.  Prime  Minister  Fraser  your  invitation  to  my  wife  and  myself  and  the 
responded  as  follows:  Australian  party  to  join  you  on  this  occasion.  Thank 
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you  for  your  generous  hospitality  and  for  the  op- 
portunity that  it  has  given  us  to  see  America  cele- 
brating her  Bicentennial. 

We  were  delighted  to  have  your  Vice  President 
and  his  w^ife  in  Australia  a  short  while  ago.  During 
his  visit  we  reaffirmed  the  friendship  that  has  long 
existed  between  our  peoples.  And  I  would  like  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  your  Vice  President  was  a  warm 
and  gifted  ambassador  for  your  country,  and  the 
discussions  we  had  were  constructive  and  useful. 
Australians  were  delighted  to  have  him  amongst  us, 
even  though  it  was  for  a  short  while. 

Earlier  this  year  we  were  also  delighted  to  wel- 
come Mrs.  Kissinger.  And  I  would  like  also  to  express 
our  appreciation  to  the  Secretary  for  making  him- 
self so  frequently  and  readily  available — on  one 
occasion,  at  least,  I  know  at  an  inconvenient  hour  of 
the  night — for  discussions  between  my  Foreign 
Minister  and  myself.  Thank  you  very  much,  Doctor, 
for  that. 

I  have  noticed  here  and  have  been  glad  to  see 
there  are  other  people  with  associations  with 
Australia,  and  there  are  Australians  who  are  on 
your  guest  list,  and  I  thank  you  for  that.  But  there  is 
one  in  particular,  whom  I  won't  name,  who  reminds 
me  of  a  story  once  when  somebody  who  is  not  here 
won  the  hearts  of  everyone  who  lives  in  Sydney 
when  she  said  that  Melbourne  was  the  best  possible 
place  to  make  a  film  about  the  end  of  the  world. 
[Laughter]  Nothing  could  have  done  more  for 
Sydney.  I  come  from  Melbourne.  [Laughter] 

Australians  probably  have  more  cause  to  celebrate 
the  Bicentennial  with  you  than  any  other  country, 
Mr.  President.  If  it  had  not  been  for  your  successful 
war  of  independence  against  the  English,  it  is  most 
unlikely  that  they  would  have  settled  Australia  in 
the  way  that  they  did.  [Laughter] 

But  that  story  is  not  quite  finished  because,  Mr. 
President,  while  we  have  many  things  in  common — 
and  you  have  referred  to  a  number  of  them — there 
is  one  thing  which  we  have  in  common  to  which  you 
did  not  refer.  There  were  a  certain  number  of  citizens 
before  your  war  of  independence,  undesirable  citi- 
zens, who  were  sent  to  your  shores.  After  your  war 
of  independence,  a  much  larger  number  were  sent  to 
ours.  But  what  we  both  need  to  remember — and  this 
is  the  real  bond  perhaps  that  we  have  in  friend- 
ship— is  the  great  majority  of  those  undesirable 
citizens  remain  to  this  day  in  England.  [Laughter] 
My  wife  is  under  a  pledge  to  prevent  me  telling 
that  story  in  England.  [Laughter] 

Mr.  President,  I  know  I  speak  for  many  Australians 
here  when  I  say  how  pleased  we  have  been  to  make 
some  contribution  to  your  Bicentennial  celebrations. 
We  did  have  cause  to  be  grateful  for  the  United 
States,  even  in  earlier  days. 

There  are  many  who  think  that  our  beef  trade  is  a 


recent  development  and  something  to  our  advantage, 
but  in  1972  the  struggling  colony  of  Port  Jackson 
near  Sydney  received  an  important  shipment  from 
the  American  ship  Philadelphia.  The  local  crops  had 
failed,  and  I  think  they  were  nearly  starving.  The 
voyage  took  9  months,  and  by  the  time  it  arrived,  the 
cargo  of  barrels  of  American  beef  were  well  cured. 
[Laughter]  I  can  only  assure  you,  Mr.  President,  that 
that  is  a  trade  that  we  wish  to  repay  a  thousand,  a 
millionfold  in  the  other  direction.  And  I  don't  know 
if  there  are  any  members  of  the  cattlemen's  associa- 
tion here  tonight.  [Laughter] 

Mr.  President,  Australia  and  the  United  States  have 
many  things  in  common — our  frontier  experience 
and  the  fact  we  are  both  migrant  nations.  We  both 
value  our  independence  and  our  democratic  institu- 
tions, our  ideals  of  freedom  and  opportunity.  Our 
histories  have  taught  us  both  that  we  have  our 
freedom,  not  as  a  right,  but  only  so  long  as  we  remain 
vigilant  arid  resourceful.  I  know  that  in  support  of 
our  ideals  we  will  work  together  in  the  future  as  we 
have  in  the  past. 

In  our  countries  the  state  is  regarded  as  the  servant 
of  its  people;  in  some  others  these  values  are  set 
aside  and  the  state  is  paramount.  In  the  past,  differ- 
ences in  values  of  these  kinds  have  often  led  to 
conflict.  The  great  challenge  of  the  rest  of  this 
century  will  be  whether  or  not  countries  with  differ- 
ing social  systems  can  learn  to  live  together  and 
resolve  their  international  differences  by  negotiation. 

In  the  uncertain  world  that  faces  us,  the  need 
for  cooperation  is  strong,  and  this  is  especially  so 
because  over  recent  years  there  has  been  criticism 
where  I  believe  there  ought  to  have  been  under- 
standing. We  are  aware  that  there  has  been  vigorous 
debate  within  the  United  States  herself  on  her  world 
role,  but  we  believe  that  out  of  such  debate  emerges 
a  stronger  and  a  freer  nation,  one  more  able  to  pro- 
vide the  leadership  that  the  world  requires. 

We  appreciate  the  manner  in  which  the  United 
States  has  persisted.  In  future  years  the  resolution  of 
the  American  people  is,  in  our  view,  going  to  be 
more  important  for  securing  the  peace  of  the  world 
than  it  has  ever  been.  That  is  by  no  means  to  sug- 
gest that  countries  such  as  mine  don't  have  their  own 
responsibilities.  Whatever  some  others  may  feel,  I 
don't  believe  any  Australian  assumes  that  we  are 
entitled  to  a  free  ride,  not  even  on  the  sheep's  back. 

But  your  efforts  are  no  reason  why  we  should  be 
complacent  or  negligent  about  our  responsibilities. 
This  is  merely  recognition  that  as  the  world's  greatest 
free  power  there  are  many  things  that  only  the 
United  States  can  do.  If  the  United  States  does  not 
do  them,  they  will  remain  undone.  Others  may  con- 
tribute, but  your  strength  is  indispensable  in  sup- 
porting the  diplomacy  and  negotiation  essential  for 
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the  building  of  peace.  The  fact  that  your  nation  Mr.  President,  we  know  the  great  responsibility 

attracts  criticism  at  times  in  its  international  role  is,  that  rests  on  democratic  leadership.  That  is  one  of 

in  the  Australian  view,  much  less  important  than  the  reasons  why  meeting  the  demands  of  the  office 

the  fact  that  the  task  is  done.  you  hold   must   be   the   most  difficult   but,   at   the 

Mr.  President,  over  the  last  200  years  there  have  same  time,  Mr.  President,  the  most  rewarding  task 

been  many  revolutions,  but  whatever  some  other  in  the  world. 

ideologies  may  claim  from  their  revolution,  yours  Your  country  has  made  an  immeasurable  contri- 

is  distinguished  by  its  unequaled  democratic  char-  bution  to  world  peace  and  to  the  ideal  of  liberty, 

acter,  by  its  purpose,  and  by  its  morality.  The  ideas  There  has  never  been  a  time  when  support  of  these 

contained  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  still  stir  ideals  has  required  more  dedication,  greater  com- 

the  hearts  of  men  and  women  around  the  world.  We  mitment,  more  persistence  than  in  the  present, 

can  find  in  that  Declaration  of  many  years  ago  the  My  wife  and  I  are  honored  to  be  here,  and  I  ask 

philosophy  of  the  best  social  reforms  that  have  taken  you  now  to  rise  and  drink  the  toast  to  the  President 

place  in  all  the  years  since.  of  the  United  States. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Rescissions  and  Deferrals.     July  28^  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974,  I  herewith  pro- 
pose four  rescissions  totalUng  $126.4  miUion  in  budget  authority  provided  in 
the  Second  Supplemental  Appropriations  Act,  1976.  In  addition,  I  am  report- 
ing four  new  deferrals  totalling  $334  million  in  budget  authority. 

Three  of  the  proposed  rescissions  are  for  education  programs  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  The  other  rescission  proposal  affects 
the  child  nutrition  program  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  These  funds 
are  either  not  needed  to  accomplish  program  objectives  or,  in  the  case  of  $3 
million  which  would  fund  State  school  financing  programs,  would  be  used  in- 
appropriately to  fulfill  a  State  responsibility  rather  than  a  Federal  responsibility. 

Approval  of  these  rescission  proposals  would  (1)  reduce  Federal  spending 
by  $126.4  million  over  the  transition  quarter,  1977,  and  1978,  and  (2)  provide 
the  Congress  with  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  its  willingness  to  prevent  un- 
necessary Federal  spending  even  if  this  involves  reconsidering  earlier  funding 
decisions. 

One  of  the  deferrals  consists  of  $4  million  in  construction  funds  for  the 
Rogers  Memorial  Hospital  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  This  deferral  is  reported 
to  give  Congress  time  to  consider  a  request  to  reprogram  the  funds.  The  repro- 
gramming  that  I  will  propose  would  allow  all  eligible  medical  facilities  construc- 
tion projects  in  the  country  an  equal  opportunity  to  compete  for  the  funds.  The 
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other  three  deferrals  are  reported  because  there  will  be  delays  in  the  use  of 
available  funds. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
July  28,  1976. 

note:  The  attachments  detaihng  the  rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of 
August2,  1976  (41  FR  32376). 
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Joint  Statement  Following  Meetings  With  Prime  Minister 
J.  Malcolm  Fraser  of  Australia.     July  28,  1976 

AT  THE  invitation  of  President  Gerald  R.  Ford  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Right  Honorable  Malcolm  Fraser,  M.P.,  Prime  Minister  of  Australia,  made 
an  official  visit  to  Washington  on  27,  28,  and  29  July.  This  was  Prime  Minister 
Fraser's  first  visit  to  the  United  States  since  assuming  office.  During  his  visit 
the  Prime  Minister  held  talks  v^ith  the  President,  the  Vice  President,  and  cabinet 
secretaries,  and  met  senior  members  of  Congress.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the 
President  agreed  that  the  visit  reemphasized  and  strengthened  the  cordiality 
of  the  relationships  between  the  Australian  and  American  people,  and  reinforced 
the  close  ties  between  the  two  governments. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  recognized  that  all  nations  should  treat 
each  other  as  equals  despite  differences  in  power,  size  and  circumstances.  The 
President  expressed  the  view  that  there  was  a  significant  role  for  countries  of 
Australia's  material  wealth  and  power  in  influencing  opinion  in  the  world.  The 
President  said  that  the  United  States  intended  to  work  closely  with  her  friends 
and  allies,  with  those  of  common  philosophical  commitment,  to  achieve  a  greater 
unity  of  purpose  and  understanding  between  such  nations,  large  and  small.  In 
this  respect  the  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  agreed  that  relations  between 
nations  reflected  more  than  factors  of  power.  National  interests,  common  prin- 
ciples, frankness  of  expression  and  mutual  trust  were  also  very  significant  in 
determining  relations  between  nations.  The  President  reaffirmed  the  determina- 
tion of  the  United  States  to  pursue  a  policy  of  peace  through  strength,  to  relax 
tensions  where  it  was  possible  without  sacrifice  of  interests  or  principles  and  to 
build  a  stable  world  order.  The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  agreed  that 
shared  democratic  values  and  the  goal  of  peace  linked  the  international  aims  of 
Australia  and  the  United  States. 
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The  Prime  Minister  expressed  the  belief  that  the  United  States  had  a  unique 
leadership  role  and  mission  as  the  world's  most  powerful  democracy.  The 
President  and  Prime  Minister  agreed  that  the  steady  pursuit  of  that  mission  was 
essential  for  the  stability  and  peaceful  development  of  the  nations  of  the  world. 
The  President  noted  the  need  for  continuing  close  collaboration  with  friends 
and  allies  including  Australia.  The  President  and  Prime  Minister  noted  the 
importance  of  maintaining  the  cohesion  and  constancy  of  alliances  in  present 
international  circumstances,  and  the  importance  of  conventional  forces  in  condi- 
tions of  nuclear  parity.  In  this  connection  they  agreed  on  the  desirability  of 
maintaining  the  excellent  record  of  consultation  and  cooperation  that  has  char- 
acterized the  ANZUS  relationship.  The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister 
agreed  on  the  political  and  strategic  importance  of  the  Indian  Ocean  to  many 
countries  including  Australia  and  the  United  States.  Noting  the  importance  of 
achieving  and  maintaining  an  adequate  balance,  Australia  supported  United 
States  efforts  to  upgrade  the  facilities  at  Diego  Garcia.  Both  leaders  expressed 
the  hope  that  all  parties  concerned  would  exercise  restraint  in  this  key  area. 

The  President  and  Prime  Minister  agreed  that  the  sustained  growth  in  the 
miUtary  capability  of  the  Warsaw  Pact  countries  beyond  levels  apparendy  justi- 
fied for  defensive  purposes,  to  which  the  NATO  countries  had  drawn  attention, 
was  a  matter  of  concern  not  only  in  Europe  but  throughout  the  world.  The 
Prime  Minister  gave  the  President  an  account  of  his  recent  visits  to  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  and  Japan.  He  explained  the  great  importance  to  Australia  of 
its  relationship  with  Japan  and  the  steps  taken  during  his  visit  to  enhance  the 
poUtical  and  economic  relationship  and  to  forge  closer  links  of  understanding 
between  the  two  peoples.  The  President  and  Prime  Minister  agreed  that  the  close 
and  cordial  relationships  Australia  and  the  U.S.  enjoy  with  Japan  are  essential 
to  the  continued  stability,  progress,  and  prosperity  of  the  international  com- 
munity. They  each  pledged  to  maintain  and  strengthen  those  ties.  The  Prime 
Minister  emphasized  that  widening  communication  between  Australia  and 
China  and  between  China  and  many  other  countries,  was  of  great  importance. 
The  President  agreed  that  effective  communication  with  and  the  involvement  of 
the  People's  Republic  of  China  are  important  to  the  promotion  of  peace  and 
progress,  and  reaffirmed  that  the  United  States  is  determined  to  complete  the 
process  of  normalizing  its  relations  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China  on  the 
basis  of  the  Shanghai  Communique. 

The  Prime  Minister  and  the  President  reiterated  the  fundamental  importance 
which  their  countries  attach  to  their  relations  with  Southeast  Asian  nations  and 
noted  the  significance  of  ASEAN,  the  Association  of  Southeast  Asian  Nations, 
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as  a  stablizing  influence  in  the  region.  They  reaffirmed  an  interest  they  share 
with  ASEAN  that  no  one  power  should  dominate  Southeast  Asia. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  discussed  the  current  situation  in  the 
Middle  East  and  Southern  Africa.  They  expressed  concern  about  the  continu- 
ing instabiUty  in  Lebanon.  The  Prime  Minister  commended  the  continued 
eflForts  of  the  United  States  in  its  search  for  a  settlement  in  the  Middle  East.  Both 
deplored  the  continuation  of  racial  injustices  in  the  minority-ruled  countries 
of  Africa,  and  condemned  any  practices  which  did  not  accord  true  dignity  to  all 
people  as  equals  regardless  of  race. 

In  reviewing  the  world  economic  situation  the  President  gave  the  Prime  Min- 
ister an  outline  of  discussions  at  the  recent  economic  summit  in  Puerto  Rico. 
They  agreed  that  the  United  States  and  Australia,  together  with  other  industrial- 
ized democracies,  must  continue  to  pursue  an  economic  strategy  directed  at 
achieving  sustained  economic  expansion  and  a  reduction  in  unemployment 
while  not  jeopardizing  the  common  aim  of  reducing,  and  avoiding  a  new  wave 
of  inflation.  This  strategy  would  require  the  continued  application  of  disciplined 
measures  in  the  field  of  fiscal  and  monetary  policies. 

They  recognized  that  a  period  of  sustained  non-inflationary  growth  in  the 
major  industrialized  nations  will  make  a  major  contribution  to  the  economic 
progress  of  the  developing  countries.  The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  re- 
viewed developments  in  the  dialogue  between  the  industrialized  and  developing 
nations  and  agreed  on  the  need  for  a  continued  effort  in  the  various  interna- 
tional fora  for  a  constructive  long-term  relationship  of  common  benefit. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  agreed  that  a  more  open  international 
trading  system  was  in  the  interest  of  both  developed  and  developing  nations, 
and  stressed  the  need  for  increasing  momentum  in  the  Multilateral  Trade  Nego- 
tiations now  being  held  in  Geneva.  They  agreed  that  increases  in  trade  oppor- 
tunities, particularly  in  processed  goods  and  agricultural  products,  would  help 
to  lift  the  standard  of  Uving  in  the  developing  countries. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  had  discussions  about  Australia's  com- 
mercial relations  with  the  United  States.  It  was  agreed  that  further  progress 
in  the  trading  relationship  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  each  country. 

The  Prime  Minister  gave  the  President  an  outline  of  recent  changes  in 
Australia's  foreign  investment  policy.  He  indicated  an  increased  need  for  foreign 
investment  in  Australia  in  partnership  with  Australian  investors.  He  therefore 
welcomed  such  investment  to  help  develop  Australia's  great  national  resources 
to  the  advantage  of  Australia  and  of  Australia's  trading  partners. 

The  Prime  Minister  conveyed  to  the  President  the  good  wishes  of  the  Austra- 
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lian  people  on  the  occasion  of  the  American  Bicentenary.  The  AustraHan  Gov- 
ernment was  participating  in  a  range  of  activities  to  celebrate  the  occasion.  The 
Prime  Minister  said  he  w^as  looking  forv^ard  to  his  visit  to  Harvard  University 
to  inaugurate  the  Chair  of  Australian  studies.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  this 
Chair  w^ould  be  used  to  advance  understanding  not  merely  betv^een  the  United 
States  and  Australia  but  betvi^een  both  countries  and  other  nations  w^ith  different 
history,  traditions  and  culture. 

The  President  and  the  Prime  Minister  considered  that  their  discussions  had 
show^n  a  very  close  similarity  of  view  on  a  wide  range  of  important  international 
and  bilateral  matters  and  had  further  strengthened  ties  between  Australia  and 
the  United  States.  The  Prime  Minister  thanked  the  President  and  Mrs.  Ford  for 
the  warmth  of  the  welcome  and  the  hospitality  extended  to  him  and  to  Mrs. 
Fraser  and  to  members  of  his  party. 

699 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  a 
Budget  Rescission.     July  29,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  propose 
rescission  of  $45  million  in  budget  authority  appropriated  for  payment  to  the 
Legal  Services  Corporation. 

Approval  of  this  rescission  proposal  will  reduce  Federal  spending  by  $45  mil- 
lion over  1977  and  1978.  The  proposed  rescission  would  prevent  unneeded  ex- 
pansion of  Legal  Services  Corporation  activities  and  delay  greater  geographic 
coverage  until  program  evaluations  are  completed. 

The  details  of  the  proposed  rescission  are  contained  in  the  attached  report. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

July  29,  1976. 

note:  The  attachment  detailing  the  rescission  is  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  August  3,   1976   (41 
FR  32570). 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  United  States-Soviet  Treaty 
and  Protocol  on  the  Limitation  of  Underground  Nuclear 
Explosions.     July  29,  1976 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification, 
I  transmit  herew^ith  the  Treaty  betw^een  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Union  of  Soviet  SociaHst  RepubUcs  on  the  Limitation  of  Underground  Nuclear 
Weapon  Tests,  and  the  Protocol  thereto,  referred  to  as  the  Threshold  Test  Ban 
Treaty  (TTB  Treaty),  and  the  Treaty  betv^een  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  on  Underground  Nuclear  Explosions  for 
Peaceful  Purposes,  and  the  Protocol  thereto  (PNE  Treaty).  The  TTBT  w^as 
signed  in  Moscov^  on  July  3, 1974  and  the  PNE  Treaty  w^as  signed  in  Washing- 
ton and  Moscow  on  May  28, 1976.  For  the  information  of  the  Senate,  I  transmit 
also  the  detailed  report  of  the  Department  of  State  on  these  Treaties. 

These  Treaties  together  establish  procedures  for  the  conduct  of  all  under- 
ground nuclear  explosions  by  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union.  All  nu- 
clear explosions  other  than  underground  nuclear  explosions  are  prohibited  by 
the  Treaty  Banning  Nuclear  Weapon  Tests  in  the  Atmosphere,  in  Outer  Space 
and  Under  Water  (the  Limited  Test  Ban  Treaty)  of  1963.  The  TTB  Treaty 
and  PNE  Treaty  are  the  first  agreements  since  the  Limited  Test  Ban  Treaty  to 
impose  direct  restraints  on  nuclear  explosions  by  the  Parties  and,  as  such,  con- 
tribute to  limiting  nuclear  arms  competition. 

These  two  Treaties  represent  approximately  two  years  of  intensive  effort.  Ne- 
gotiation of  the  TTB  Treaty  began  in  the  Spring  of  1974  and  was  completed  in 
July  of  that  year.  However,  the  question  of  the  relationship  of  underground  nu- 
clear explosions  for  peaceful  purposes  to  limitations  on  nuclear  weapon  testing 
was  not  then  resolved.  As  a  result,  Article  III  of  the  TTB  Treaty  provided  that 
the  Parties  would  negotiate  and  conclude  an  agreement  governing  underground 
nuclear  explosions  for  peaceful  purposes.  Work  on  the  PNE  Treaty  began  in  the 
Fall  of  1974  and  after  six  lengthy  negotiating  sessions  was  completed  in  April  of 
1976. 

The  TTB  Treaty  and  the  PNE  Treaty  are  closely  interrelated  and  complement 
one  another.  The  TTB  Treaty  places  a  limitation  of  150  kilotons  on  all  under- 
ground nuclear  weapon  tests  carried  out  by  the  Parties.  The  PNE  Treaty  simi- 
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larly  provides  for  a  limitation  of  150  kilotons  on  all  individual  underground 
nuclear  explosions  for  peaceful  purposes. 

During  the  negotiation  of  the  PNE  Treaty,  the  Parties  investigated  v^hether 
individual  explosions  v^ith  yields  above  150  kilotons  could  be  accommodated 
consistent  v^ith  the  agreed  aim  of  not  providing  v^eapon-related  benefits  other- 
w^ise  precluded  by  the  TTB  Treaty.  The  Parties  did  not  develop  a  basis  for 
such  an  accommodation,  largely  because  it  has  not  been  possible  to  distinguish 
betv^een  nuclear  explosive  device  technology  as  applied  for  w^eapon-related 
purposes  and  as  applied  for  peaceful  purposes.  The  Parties  therefore  agreed 
that  the  yield  limitations  on  individual  explosions  in  the  tw^o  Treaties  v^ould 
be  the  same. 

The  TTB  Treaty  and  the  PNE  Treaty  contain  numerous  provisions  to  en- 
sure adequate  verification,  including  some  concepts,  more  far-reaching  than 
those  found  in  previous  arms  control  agreements,  which  are  not  only  important 
in  themselves  but  v/hich  v^ill  have  significant  precedential  value  as  v^ell.  For 
example,  the  Limited  Test  Ban  Treaty  is  verified  only  by  national  technical 
means.  The  TTB  and  PNE  Treaties  add  requirements  for  exchange  of  specific 
information  in  advance  to  assist  verification  by  national  technical  means,  and 
the  PNE  Treaty  establishes  procedures  for  on-site  observation  under  certain 
conditions  on  the  territory  of  the  Party  conducting  the  explosion. 

The  TTB  Treaty  provides  for  an  exchange  of  data  on  the  geography  and 
geology  of  nuclear  v^eapon  test  sites  as  w^ell  as  the  yields  of  some  actual  w^eapons 
tests  conducted  at  each  site.  The  PNE  Treaty  requires  that  the  Party  conducting 
any  underground  nuclear  explosion  for  peaceful  purposes  provide  the  other 
Party  in  advance  v^ith  data  on  the  geography  and  geology  of  the  place  w^here 
the  explosion  is  to  be  carried  out,  its  purpose,  and  specific  information  on  each 
explosion  itself.  These  requirements  are  related  to  the  yield  of  the  explosion 
and  become  more  detailed  as  the  magnitude  of  the  explosions  increase. 

In  addition  to  the  limitation  on  individual  nuclear  explosions  of  150  kilotons, 
the  PNE  Treaty  provides  for  an  aggregate  yield  limitation  of  1.5  megatons  on 
group  underground  nuclear  explosions  for  peaceful  purposes.  A  group  explosion 
consists  of  substantially  simultaneous  individual  explosions  located  w^ithin  a 
specific  geometrical  relationship  to  one  another.  The  Treaty  provides  for  man- 
datory on-site  observer  rights  for  group  explosions  w^ith  an  aggregate  yield  in 
excess  of  150  kilotons  in  order  to  determine  that  the  yield  of  each  individual 
explosion  in  the  group  does  not  exceed  150  kilotons  and  that  the  explosions 
serve  the  stated  peaceful  purposes.  The  Treaty  also  provides  for  on-site  observers 
for  explosions  v^ith  an  aggregate  yield  betv^een  100  and  150  kilotons  if  both 
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Parties  agree,  on  the  basis  of  information  provided,  that  such  observers  v^ould 
be  appropriate  for  the  confirmation  of  the  yield  of  the  explosion. 

The  TTB  Treaty  and  the  PNE  Treaty,  taken  together  as  integrated  and  com- 
plementary components  of  this  important  limitation  on  nuclear  explosions, 
provide  that  very  large  yield  nuclear  explosions  will  no  longer  be  carried  out 
by  the  Parties.  This  is  one  more  useful  step  in  our  continuing  efforts  to  develop 
comprehensive  and  balanced  limitations  on  nuclear  w^eapons.  We  will  continue 
our  efforts  to  reach  an  adequately  verifiable  agreement  banning  all  nuclear 
weapon  testing,  but  in  so  doing  we  must  ensure  that  controls  on  peaceful 
nuclear  explosions  are  consistent  with  such  a  ban.  These  Treaties  are  in  the 
national  interest,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Senate  give  its  advice 
and  consent  to  ratification. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
July  29, 1976. 

note:  The  treaty  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  N   (94th  Cong.,  2d  sess.). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report 
of  the  United  States  Arms  Control  and 
Disarmament  Agency.     July  29,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

As  we  celebrate  our  Bicentennial  year,  we  are  thankful  that  America  is  at 
peace.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  no  American  is  engaged  in  combat  any- 
where in  defense  of  our  freedom.  But  we  know  that  there  are  in  the  world 
forces  hostile  to  freedom,  and  that  to  protect  our  security  and  the  values  we 
prize  we  must  maintain  our  strength,  our  resolve,  and  our  endeavors  to  safe- 
guard peace. 

To  meet  our  responsibilities  today  we  must  deal  with  the  problems  of  secu- 
rity in  ways  never  dreamed  of  by  our  founding  fathers.  We  must  influence  the 
poUcies  of  possible  adversaries  in  two  ways:  by  keeping  our  military  forces 
strong,  and  by  pursuing  negotiations  to  create  stability  rather  than  a  spiraling 
arms  race  in  weapons  of  incalculable  destructiveness. 

In  both  these  endeavors,  there  are  grounds  for  confidence.  We  have  and  will 
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maintain  a  strategic  relationship  with  the  Soviet  Union  which  preserves  our 
security.  At  the  same  time,  we  will  continue  to  pursue  arms  control  agreements 
that  lessen  the  danger  of  war  and  serve  to  promote  a  stable  and  peaceful  inter- 
national order.  We  are  negotiating  with  the  Soviet  Union,  with  the  Warsaw 
Pact  countries,  in  the  multilateral  Geneva-based  Conference  of  the  Committee 
on  Disarmament,  and  in  the  United  Nations.  We  are  mindful  that  many  diffi- 
cult questions  remain  to  be  solved,  but  I  can  report  that  steady  progress  has 
been  made. 

On  May  28  I  signed  the  Treaty  on  Underground  Nuclear  Explosions  for 
Peaceful  Purposes  which  has  now  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  together  with 
the  related  Threshold  Test  Ban  Treaty.  Both  treaties  represent  genuine  progress 
in  the  two-decade  struggle  to  halt  nuclear  weapons  testing. 

In  the  current  phase  of  the  Strategic  Arms  Limitation  Talks,  we  and  the  So- 
viet Union  have  made  considerable  progress  since  the  Vladivostok  meeting. 
Most  of  the  elements  needed  for  final  agreement  are  already  agreed.  Certain 
issues  are  still  unsetded  but  we  will  continue  our  effort  to  resolve  them  in  a 
way  that  protects  the  interests  of  both  sides,  and  enables  us  to  complete  a  new 
SALT  agreement  on  the  basis  of  the  Vladivostok  accords. 

In  negotiations  to  reduce  forces  in  central  Europe,  both  the  NATO  and  the 
Warsaw  Pact  nations  have  made  new  proposals.  Through  these  negotiations 
we  hope  to  achieve  a  more  stable  military  balance  in  central  Europe  at  lower 
levels  of  forces.  And  in  the  Conference  of  the  Committee  on  Disarmament,  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  have  tabled  identical  draft  texts  of  a  con- 
vention to  outlaw  environmental  modification  techniques  for  hostile  purposes. 

The  Administration  has  undertaken  a  vigorous  action  program  to  strengthen 
the  barriers  against  further  proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons.  We  have  moved 
to  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the  Non-proliferation  Treaty  and  the  Interna- 
tional Atomic  Energy  Agency.  Controls  on  American  exports  of  nuclear  mate- 
rials and  sensitive  technology  have  been  made  even  more  rigorous.  The  United 
States  has  taken  an  important  initiative  to  establish  new  cooperation  with  the 
other  major  nations  supplying  nuclear  equipment  and  technology,  and  a  com- 
mon understanding  has  been  reached  on  principles  and  standards  governing 
nuclear  exports. 

These  are  tangible  evidence  of  progress.  This  fifteenth  annual  report  of  the 
U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency  sets  forth  in  detail  and  perspec- 
tive the  advances  that  have  been  made  and  the  difficult,  essential  work  that 


2105 


[701]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  July  29 

must  still  be  done.  My  Administration  remains  dedicated  to  continued  and 
determined  efforts  for  the  control  and  balanced  reduction  of  armaments. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  White  House, 
July  29, 1976. 

note:    The   238-page   report   is   entitled    "Arms   Control   Report,    15th   Annual   Report   to    the   Congress 
July  1976 — U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency." 
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Remarks  at  the  First  Annual  Banquet  of  the  Republican 
National  Hispanic  Assembly.     July  29,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Fernando,  My  good  friend,  the  minority  leader  of  the 
House,  Congressman  John  Rhodes,  Congressman  Manny  Lujan,  Ben  Fer- 
nandez, distinguished  members  of  the  administration,  guests,  and  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

It's  wonderful  to  be  here  tonight,  and  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  for  your  very  warm  and  friendly  welcome.  Obviously,  I  am  honored  to  be 
here  with  the  Republican  National  Hispanic  Assembly  in  this  month  of  our 
national  Bicentennial,  when  we  are  giving  special  recognition  to  our  rich  na- 
tional heritage — including  our  Hispanic  heritage. 

America's  recognition  of  its  Hispanic  components  involves  much,  much  more 
than  history  itself;  it  includes  your  vital  and  growing  role,  as  well  as  contribu- 
tion, at  all  levels  of  leadership  of  the  United  States  of  America — our  country. 
Your  organization  has  provided  an  inspiration — and  results,  I  might  say — ^for 
men  and  women  of  Hispanic  origin.  With  your  help  we  have  done  much,  a 
great  deal  to  mobilize  the  great  wealth  of  talent  and  dedication  of  Hispanic 
Americans  in  our  Federal  Government.  And  I  am  especially  proud  of  your 
contributions,  your  dedication,  your  leadership. 

In  recognition  of  our  mutual  desire  to  increase  the  number  of  Hispanic 
Americans  in  leadership  positions,  I  am  particularly  proud  in  this  administration 
to  have  appointed  many  of  those  that  I  see  here  tonight.  But  as  I  look  across 
the  room,  I  see  not  only  those  who  have  been  appointed  and  recognized  in  the 
past,  but  I  am  very  pleased  to  introduce  some  of  my  most  recent  Hispanic 
appointees.  You  are  proud  of  them,  just  as  I  am. 

First,  my  new  Special  Assistant  for  Hispanic  Affairs  at  the  White  House,  Tom 
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Aranda,  Jr.  Tom,  where  are  you  ?  If  you  have  any  trouble  in  the  White  House, 
call  Tom.  [Laughter]  We  hope  you  have  no  reason  to  call  him,  and  wc  v^ill  try 
to  avoid  it,  but  that's  his  job.  And  v^e  are  proud  to  have  you  on  board,  Tom. 
My  nev^  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Interior,  Albert  C.  Zapanta. 
I  think  most  of  you  recognize  that  the  Department  of  Interior  has  vast  respon- 
sibilities, and  I  can  assure  you  that  v^e  have  great  faith  in  the  fine  job  that  Albert 
v^ill  do.  Congratulations. 

We  have  tv^o  diplomatic  appointments:  Phil  Sanchez,  he's  our  nev^  Ambas- 
sador to  Colombia,  a  very  important  post— and  congratulations,  Phil— and 
Ignatio  Lozano,  whom  I  have  nominated  to  be  our  Ambassador  to  El  Salvador. 
It,  likewise,  is  a  position  of  responsibility  and  an  area  where  we  must  have  a 
greater  and  greater  influence  and  interest.  And  I  am  sure  that  both  of  these  two 
outstanding  appointees  will  do  a  fine  job— and  the  very  best. 

And,  of  course,  we  have  Sam  Martinez.  Where  is  Sam  ?  There  he  is.  Sam,  of 
course,  came  from  Denver,  and  we  brought  him  to  Washington  to  fill  a  very 
important  post.  And  I  am  confident  that  this  very  difficult,  very  vital  position 
of  responsibiHty  as  Director  of  the  Community  Services  Administration  will 
be  in  excellent  hands  with  Sam's  experience  and  ability  and  dedication.  Thank 
you  very  much,  Sam,  for  coming  to  Washington. 

I  think  these  appointments  plus  the  others  that  have  been  made  is  very 
indicative  that  this  administration  wants  a  vigorous  involvement  of  Hispanic 
Americans  in  governing  our  Nation.  Just  as  you  need  more  advocates  in 
government— and  we  are  seeking  to  achieve  and  to  accomplish  that— America 
needs  more  Hispanic  representatives  in  Congress  like  my  good  friend  Manuel 
Lujan,  of  the  great  State  of  New  Mexico. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Congressman  Lujan  for  not  only  his  help  and  assistance 
when  I  was  the  minority  leader— and  I  know  he  is  doing  the  same  for  Congress- 
man John  Rhodes— but  to  thank  him  for  the  extraordinary  ejflfort  that  he  made 
under  the  most  difficult  circumstances  when  we  had  a  State  convention  down 
in  the  State  of  New  Mexico.  Manny,  I  think  that  your  efforts  will  be  vindicated 
in  several  weeks. 

But  let  me  say  that  our  common  goal  is  to  make  life  better  for  the  Hispanic 
community  in  the  United  States  by  assuring  a  number  of  very  broad  but 
very  important  rights,  such  as  the  full  voting  rights;  by  improving  the  standard 
of  living  for  all;  expanding  the  educational  opportunity,  particularly  the  quality 
education,  including  bilingual  programs;  by  including  greater  participation  in 
the  minority  business  enterprise  program;  and  by  continuing  our  successful 
efforts  to  reduce  inflation  and  unemployment  for  all  Americans.  These  are 


2107 


[702]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  July  29 

programs  that  have  a  special  focus  and  a  particular  interest  to  all  of  you,  but 
they  improve  the  quality  of  life  and  the  betterment  for  all  of  us  throughout  this 
country. 

Several  months  ago,  as  some  of  you  may  recall,  I  issued  orders  that  resulted 
in  speeding  up  the  naturalization  proceedings  for  nev^  citizens  from  Cuba  ^ — 
and  I  might  add  parenthetically,  w^e're  monitoring  that  to  see  that  the  greater 
number  of  employees  produces  more  results.  But,  nevertheless,  on  a  broad  scale 
I  strongly  v^elcome  the  growling  political  involvement  and  vigorous  and  talented 
efforts  by  nev^  Americans  at  all  levels  of  government — State,  local,  as  w^ell  as 
Federal. 

On  a  broader  basis  involving  an  issue  w^here  all  of  you  are  interested  and 
Fm  certainly  deeply  concerned,  let  me  say  in  the  follov^ing  several  sentences 
what  this  administration  stands  for.  My  administration  w^ill  continue  a  policy 
of  friendship  toward  the  people,  and  I  underline  the  people,  of  Cuba.  But,  I  add 
very  emphatically,  we  will  not  accept  intervention  by  the  Fidel  Castro  regime 
in  the  affairs  of  other  countries.  We  will  not  accept  the  counsel  of  those  who 
would  give  in  to  Fidel  Castro.  And  let  me  illustrate  by  another  example:  The 
free  choice  of  the  Puerto  Rican  people  will  be  vigorously  defended.  My  admin- 
istration and  the  Government  of  Puerto  Rico  view  any  outside  intervention  into 
Puerto  Rican  affairs  as  an  unfriendly  act.  We  shall  strongly  resist  any  such 
intervention. 

Freedom  of  choice  is  precious  not  only  for  the  Puerto  Ricans  but  for  all 
Americans.  After  200  years  of  freedom,  we  are  approaching  another  day  when 
the  American  people  again  give  their  consent  to  be  governed  and  choose  their 
elected  representatives. 

I  call  upon  all  Hispanic  Americans  to  join  me  in  my  campaign  to  achieve 
a  greater  realization  of  that  wonderful  American  dream.  I  think  you  know 
where  I  stand.  You  know  who  I  am.  You  know  my  record  in  our  National 
Government — a  record  that  I  am  glad  to  say  you  helped  to  achieve.  Let  us  go 
on  working  together,  as  partners,  to  obtain  full  participation  for  all  citizens 
in  the  political  process.  I  ask  your  help — I  need  your  personal  involvement — to 
complete  the  work  of  the  last  2  years. 

Hispanic  genius,  Hispanic  energy,  Hispanic  pride,  and  the  Hispanic  dedica- 
tion have  strengthened  our  political  system.  You  have  advanced  our  goals  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  highest  aspirations  of  all  Americans. 

I  need  your  abilities  and  your  skills  for  America  and  for  the  Republican 
Party.  The  Republican  Party  is  a  channel  for  a  new  era  of  Hispanic  involve- 

'  See  Item  148. 
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ment,  from  California  and  the  Southwest,  from  Florida,  from  New  York, 
from  Arizona,  and  from  all  over  this  great  land. 

We  are  united  here  today  to  preserve  the  principle  of  America  and  dedicated 
to  continuing  our  progress  next  January.  And  I  think  in  the  words  of  Cervantes, 
''Todavid  no  habeis  visto  nada'/  which  translated  as  I  understand  it,  "You 
ain't  seen  nothing  yet." 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:34  p.m.  at  the  May-  ment  Operations,  Office  of  Management  and  Budget, 
flower  Hotel.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  and  Ben  Fernandez,  chairman  of  the  Republican 
to  Fernando  Oaxaca,  Associate  Director  for  Manage-        National  Hispanic  Assembly. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Reception  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi.     ]uly  30,  1976 

LET  ME  thank  all  of  you,  Clarke,  and  all  of  the  others,  on  behalf  of  Betty 
and  myself,  for  the  very  wonderful  experience  we  have  had  since  w^e  have  been 
in  Jackson  today. 

I  had  a  very  good  give-and-take  with  the  delegation  that  is  going  to  Kansas 
City.  I  answered  a  good  many  questions  and,  I  hope,  satisfactorily.  But  I  was 
most  impressed  with  the  quality  of  the  people  that  are  representing  the  Repub- 
lican Party  at  Kansas  City  from  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute,  if  I  might,  about  what  I  think  we  must  do 
between  now  and  Kansas  City  and  what  we  must  do  from  Kansas  City  to 
November  2.  And  bear  in  mind  there  is  just  73  days  between  the  end  of  the 
convention  in  Kansas  City  and  November  2.  So,  we  have  to  have  a  plan  that 
will  ensure  the  success  of  the  philosophy  that  we  all  believe  in,  because  that  day 
of  November  2  will  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  as  to  what  will  be  the  policy 
of  this  country,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  next  4  years. 

I  am  going  to  take  a  very  affirmative  stance  and  a  very  vigorous  campaign 
throughout  the  country.  I  believe  that  for  the  last  2  years,  since  I  became 
President,  we  have  done  a  good  job.  We  have  done  a  good  job  in  restoring 
the  confidence  of  the  American  people  in  the  White  House,  itself. 

It  is  almost  fortuitous  that  it  is  practically  2  years  to  the  day  that  I  was  here 
in  the  great  city  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  helping  to  campaign  for  one  of  your 
outstanding  Republican  Congressmen,  Thad  Cochran.  Earlier  that  day,  I  had 
been  up  at  the  Golden  Triangle  ^  and  tried  to  be  helpful  for  another  Republi- 
can candidate,  who  wasn't  successful,  but  later  went  down  to  Hattiesburg  on 

^  An  area  in  eastern  Mississippi  formed  by  the  adjoining  cities  of  West  Point,  Starkville,  and  Columbus. 
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behalf  of  Trent  Lott,  who  was  successful,  and  he  is  one  of  your  fine 
Congressmen. 

But  in  the  2  years  since  I  became  President,  we  not  only  have  restored  the  trust 
of  the  American  people  in  the  White  House  itself,  with  a  candid,  straightforward 
approach  that  we  have  followed,  but  we  have  turned  this  economy  around.  And 
I  think  if  you  go  back  24  months  ago,  this  country  was  in  serious  economic 
trouble. 

We  have,  through  good  policies,  fiscal  responsibility,  despite  the  opposition 
that  controls  the  Congress,  where  they  have  sought  to  pile  one  spending  bill  after 
another  on  the  desk  of  the  Oval  Office— and  incidentally,  I  vetoed  53  bills,  42 
of  them  have  been  sustained — and  the  net  result  is  we  have  saved  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country  $13  billion.  And  I  might  add  parenthetically,  if  they  send  any 
more  of  those  bills  down  with  those  wild  spending  programs,  they  will  be  vetoed 
again  and  again  and  again. 

But  we  have  also — not  only  in  restoring  confidence  in  the  White  House  but 
in  turning  the  economy  around  so  everything  that  ought  to  be  going  up  is  going 
up  and  everything  that  ought  to  be  going  down  is  going  down — ^but  we  have 
achieved  peace.  And  we  have  the  military  capability  and  the  diplomatic  skill  and 
strength  to  maintain  the  peace. 

So,  we  will  have  an  affirmative  program  going  to  the  American  people,  saying, 
that  for  2-plus  years  we  have  made  great  headway,  but  it  is  only  the  foundation 
for  greater  success  in  the  next  4  years. 

I  think  an  affirmative  approach  is  the  way  to  win  this  election.  But  in  addi- 
tion, I  firmly  believe  that  as  a  candidate  at  the  head  of  the  Republican  ticket  we 
must  add  to  the  numbers  of  our  Republican  ranks  in  the  Congress.  We  are  out- 
numbered better  than  2  to  1  at  the  present  time.  And  if  we  are  going  to  be  affirm- 
ative for  the  next  4  years,  we  have  to  add  to  those  on  our  side  of  the  aisles  good 
people  who  believe  as  we  do,  who  will  fight  for  those  things  that  are  going  to 
keep  the  strength  of  this  country,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

But  in  addition,  you  might  be  interested  in  how  I  believe  we  can  successfully 
take  on  our  opponents.  The  Democratic  nominee  has  embraced  in  toto  the  Dem- 
ocratic platform.  That  platform,  if  you  read  it  very  carefully,  calls  for  a  number 
of  things  that  I  don't  believe  coincide  with  the  philosophy  of  the  people  of  the 
great  State  of  Mississippi. 

I  believe  we  can  attack  the  leader  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  that  he  has  em- 
braced the  voting  record  of  the  Democratic  Congress.  And  if  you  look  down  that 
record,  whether  it  is  in  excessive  spending  or  legislation  that  will  impose  more 
and  more  regulations  on  the  American  economy  or  any  one  of  the  other  areas 
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where  I  think  the  Congress  has  done  badly,  any  candidate  that  embraces  that 
legislative  record  is  vulnerable,  and  he  must  be  held  to  account. 

A  good  many  people  have  said  to  me,  "Well,  Governor  Carter,  w^hat  philoso- 
phy does  he  have  ? "  I  have  not  really  been  able  to  detect  any  uniformity  in  philos- 
ophy— [laughterl — except  v^hen  he  selected  Senator  Mondale  as  his  running 
mate  and  indicated  there  vv^as  a  high  degree  of  compatibility  ideologically. 
[Laughter']  I  think  it  identified  very  clearly  that  his  views  are  those  fundamen- 
tally of  Senator  Mondale.  Some  time — just  for  interesting  reading — I  suggest  that 
you  look  at  the  voting  record  of  Senator  Mondale.  I  have  some  suspicion  that 
that  voting  record  would  not  coincide  with  the  philosophy  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi. 

So,  to  sum  it  up,  we  will  campaign  affirmatively  and  vigorously.  We  will 
identify  the  voting  record,  the  philosophy  of  our  opponents,  and  we  will  work 
to  help  elect  more  Republicans  from  the  courthouse  to  the  statehouse  to  the  Con- 
gress. And  I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  we  can  win  in  November,  and  I  will 
give  110  percent  in  that  regard. 

Betty  and  I  again  thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  We  have  just  had  a  great  time. 
We  appreciate  your  hospitality. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:05  p.m.  in  the  Empire  Room  at  the  Ramada  Inn.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he 
referred  to  Clarke  Reed,  Mississippi  State  RepubUcan  chairman. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
July  30,  1976 

WE  HAD  a  wonderful  day  and,  I  think,  a  very  successful  one. 

Reporter.  Do  you  think  you  have  got  the  Mississippi  delegation  now  in  your 
chest  pocket,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  I  would  never  categorize  my  visit  in  those  terms.  We  had  a 
good  day,  very  successful,  a  warm  welcome.  It  could  not  have  been  better. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  to  have  the  Mississippi  30  delegates  to  get  the 
nomination,  sir  ? 

The  President.  We  had  more  than  1,130  10  days  ago.  We  are  very,  very  opti- 
mistic about  additional  votes  in  the  Mississippi  delegation.  We  have  more 
delegates  today  than  we  had  10  days  ago. . 

Q.  Why  did  you  find  it  necessary  to  come  here,  sir,  then  ? 

The  President.  I  like  the  people  of  Mississippi. 
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Q.  Mr.  Ford,  you  are  going  to  poll  all  the  delegates  around  the  Nation  as  far 
as  getting  their  input  as  far  as  the  Vice-Presidential  choice  is  concerned. 

The  President.  Yes. 

Q.  If  that  choice  turns  out  to  be  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  people  to  be^ 
say,  John  Connally,  are  you  going  to  go  along  with  that  ? 

The  President.  I  am  going  to  poll  all  of  the  delegates,  all  of  the  alternates, 
asking  them  to  give  me  their  recommendations  in  a  list  of  priorities.  I  will  also 
ask  the  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate  on  the  Republican  side  of  the  aisle. 
I  will  also  ask  the  Republican  National  Committee  and  other  outstanding 
Republicans,  and  their  recommendations  to  me  will  be  very  significant  in  the 
choice  that  I  make.  I  want  to  get  as  much  an  input,  as  broad  a  cross  section 
as  I  possibly  can.  I  think  that  is  the  right  way  to  do  it,  and  I  certainly  will  be 
guided  substantially  by  their  recommendations. 

Q.  There  has  been  some  criticism  of  you,  Mr.  Ford,  concerning  your  veto  of 
certain  programs  dealing  with  social  programs,  school  lunch  measures,  what 
have  you.  Do  you  think  that  is  warranted  criticism,  that  you  are  not  attuned  to 
the  poor  in  this  country  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all,  because  if  you  look  at  the  budget  I  recommended, 
in  almost  every  category  I  recommended  more  money  for  education,  more 
money  for  health,  more  money  for  many  of  the  social  programs  than  had  been 
previously  recommended  or  approved.  It  is  just  that  you  can  do  just  so  much.  And 
it  was  a  sound  recommendation,  and  I  fully  stand  by  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  many  delegates  did  you  meet  with  individually  in 
the  hotel  room  ? 

The  President.  I  met  with  the  whole  delegation.  I  did  not  meet  with  any  in- 
dividual delegates  except  some  of  the  leaders  in  the  Mississippi  delegation. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  ? 

The  President.  It  looked  good. 

NOTF.:  The  exchange  began  at  6:50  p.m.  at  the  Allen  C.  Thompson  Field. 
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Statement  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Office.     July  30,  1976 

I  HAVE  today  signed  an  Executive  order  [11930]  which  establishes  the  Federal 
Energy  Office  in  the  Executive  Office  of  the  President  and  w^hich  transfers  to 
the  FEO  the  functions  and  resources  of  the  Federal  Energy  Administration. 
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This  action  was  made  necessary  by  the  expiration  today  of  the  Federal  Energy 
Administration  and  the  failure  of  the  Congress  to  complete  action  on  legislation 
extending  the  expiration  date. 

It  has  been  clear  for  months  that  functions  assigned  to  the  FEA  must  be 
continued  beyond  its  statutory  expiration  date.  Last  February,  I  reminded  the 
Congress  of  this  need  and  asked  for  an  extension  of  39  months — a  period  which 
was  consistent  with  major  program  responsibilities  assigned  by  the  FEA  by 
the  Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act  which  the  Congress  passed  in  Decem- 
ber 1975. 

Both  the  House  and  the  Senate  have  passed  extension  bills,  but  the  periods 
of  the  extensions  differ,  and  both  bills  include  provisions  unrelated  to  the  ex- 
tension. A  House-Senate  conference  committee  has  been  attempting  to  reconcile 
these  differences  in  order  to  produce  an  acceptable  bill,  but  it  is  clear  that  the 
Congress  will  not  complete  action  on  this  legislation  before  midnight  tonight, 
when  the  existing  FEA  authorization  expires.  Furthermore,  the  bill  currently 
under  review  by  the  conferees  includes  a  number  of  provisions  that  will  require 
very  careful  evaluation  before  I  make  a  decision. 

The  Executive  order  I  am  signing  today  will  permit  continuation  of  the 
essential  energy  programs  of  the  FEA  while  consideration  of  a  legislative  ex- 
tension continues. 
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Letter  to  1976  Republican  National  Convention  Delegates 
Requesting  Suggestions  for  the  Vice-Presidential  Nominee. 
July  3h  1976 

THE  SELECTION  of  a  Vice  President  is  one  of  the  most  critical  choices  any 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  has  to  make.  First,  the  nominee  must  be  a  person 
of  character  and  experience,  capable  of  leading  the  country.  Second,  the  nomi- 
nee must  articulate  and  support  the  principles  of  the  Republican  Party  and  be 
disposed  to  work  in  full  harmony  w^ith  the  Chief  Executive.  Finally,  the  nomi- 
nee must  be  an  asset  in  the  November  campaign  and  a  major  contributor  to 
governing  the  country  in  these  next  four  years. 

There  are  many  qualified  people  in  our  Party.  I  am  asking  that  you  send  me 
your  suggestions  by  August  11,  1976,  to  help  me  in  my  deliberations.  I  vi^ould 
hope  that  you  w^ould  be  willing  to  furnish  not  less  than  five  choices  in  order  of 
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your  preference.  I  request  that  you  sign  your  letter,  and  I  assure  you  that  your 
response  will  be  handled  in  complete  confidence. 

I  appreciate  the  time  and  thoughtfulness  which  I  know  you  will  devote  to 
this  matter.  It  is  an  important  decision  for  our  Party  and  for  our  country.  I 
would  fully  understand,  considering  the  status  of  the  Presidential  contest  within 
our  Party,  if  for  any  reason  you  would  rather  not  respond.  I  do  welcome  any 
suggestions  you  may  wish  to  submit  and  pledge  my  personal  attention.  I  look 
forward  to  seeing  you  in  Kansas  City. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  of  Welcome  to  President  Urho  Kekkonen 
of  Finland.     August  3,  1976 

President  KeWonen,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

On  behalf  of  the  American  people,  I  am  delighted  to  welcome  you  to  our 
country.  Your  visit  permits  us  to  reaffirm  the  closeness  of  the  ties  between  our 
two  countries  and  to  reciprocate  the  wonderful  hospitality  extended  to  Mrs. 
Ford  and  me  in  Helsinki  just  a  year  ago. 

Finns  began  arriving  in  America  over  300  years  ago  and  have  contributed 
much  to  the  building  of  the  United  States.  My  home  State,  Michigan,  which 
is  said  to  resemble  Finland  in  many  respects,  has  attracted  many  Finns.  Their 
cultural  influence,  the  deep  Finnish  devotion  to  education,  commerce,  farming, 
and  physical  fitness  is  evident  in  Michigan's  copper  country. 

Mr.  President,  Finland  has  proven  beyond  any  doubt  whatsoever  in  recent 
years  that  a  small  country  can  make  important  contributions  to  world  peace 
and  world  understanding  of  fundamental  importance  to  both  of  our  nations. 

Your  active  involvement  in  world  affairs,  your  role  in  the  United  Nations, 
including  a  significant  part  in  peacekeeping  forces  in  the  Middle  East  and  in 
Cyprus,  your  serving  as  a  host  to  important  international  conferences  such  as 
the  initial  phase  of  the  strategic  arms  negotiations  and  the  Conference  on  Secu- 
rity and  Cooperation  in  Europe  have  all  contributed  to  a  better  world.  Finland 
has  played  a  constructive  role  within  the  Nordic  Council  and  the  Organiza- 
tion for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development  and  has  followed  closely 
the  dialog  which  has  been  established  between  the  developed  and  developing 
countries. 
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Humanity  respects  and  values  Finland's  efforts  to  help  bridge  dififerences 
among  nations  and  overcome  obstacles  to  international  peace  and  stability. 

Mr.  President,  you  honor  us  by  this  Bicentennial  visit.  Your  personal  partici- 
pation in  celebrations  organized  by  Finnish-Americans  contributes  to  the 
wonderful  mood  the  Bicentennial  has  generated.  As  a  people,  we  are  deeply 
grateful  for  Finland's  participation.  The  establishment  at  the  University  of 
Helsinki  of  a  Bicentennial  Chair  of  American  Studies,  the  American  Days  Pro- 
gram in  Finland  in  June,  and  Bicentennial  programs  in  more  than  a  dozen 
Finnish  cities  are  vivid  reminders  of  our  friendship  and  kinship. 

Mr.  President,  the  nations  of  the  world  now  face  many,  many  challenges. 
Their  solution  requires  our  best  common  efforts  in  the  counsel  and  under- 
standing of  nations  working  together.  With  a  positive  spirit,  with  understand- 
ing, and  with  full  dedication,  we  will  prevail. 

I  look  forward  to  our  discussions,  Mr.  President,  today  and  future  good 
relations  between  Finland  and  the  United  States.  Americans,  one  and  all,  bid 
you  welcome  and  wish  you  an  enjoyable  and  productive  visit. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:40  a.m.  on  the 
South  Lawn  at  the  White  House  where  President 
Kekkonen  was  given  a  formal  welcome  with  full 
military  honors.  President  Kekkonen  responded  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President,  I  thank  you  for  your  very  kind 
words  of  welcome.  Indeed,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  pay  a  visit  to  your 
country.  I  am  particularly  delighted  that  this 
occasion  coincides  with  the  Bicentennial  celebration 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

We,  in  Finland,  realize  very  well  the  enormous 
responsibility  which  the  United  States  as  a  great 
power  bears  in  solving  international  problems.  Mr. 
President,  your  active  conduct  of  foreign  policy  and 
your  efforts  to  solve  these  problems  in  an  equitable 
manner,  dependably  and  honestly,  are  respected  all 
over  the  world. 

Your  visit  in  Finland,  Mr.  President,  last  summer 
in  connection  with  the  Helsinki  summit  provided  me 
with  the  personal  occasion  for  talks  that  I  hope  will 
be  both  found  informative  and  constructive.  Then  we 
had  the  privilege  of  acting  as  host  for  the  Conference 
on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  and  mem- 


ories of  those  days  are  still  present  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Finnish  people. 

In  a  sense,  my  present  visit  has  a  twofold  purpose. 
Firsdy,  I  wish  to  transmit  the  greetings  of  the  people 
of  Finland  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  their 
Bicentennial  Year.  This  is  a  most  welcome  task  for 
me.  The  good  political  relations  between  our  coun- 
tries have  traditionally  been  complemented  by  ties 
of  friendship  and  common  heritage  between  our 
peoples. 

Secondly,  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exchanging  views  on  topics  of  mutual 
interest,  particularly  on  the  problems  related  to  the 
relaxation  of  international  tension.  As  you  know, 
Mr.  President,  it  is  our  policy  to  give  high  priority 
to  this  development.  I  am  very  much  looking 
forward  to  the  discussions  and  meetings  that  I  am 
going  to  have  with  you,  Mr.  President,  and  with 
other  leaders  of  your  country. 

Thank  you  for  the  invitation,  and  let  me  once 
more  express  my  joy  for  this  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  United  States. 

Thank  you. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report 
and  Two  Studies  Undertaken  by  the  Federal 
Council  on  the  Aging.     August  3,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  transmitting  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Federal  Council  on 
Aging,  together  with  two  studies  undertaken  by  the  Council  as  required  by 
sections  205 (f-h)  of  the  Older  Americans  Act  (P.L.  93-29). 

Last  year  I  indicated  that  I  was  looking  forward  to  receiving  then  two  studies 
from  the  Federal  Council  on  Aging.  The  Council  recognized  its  responsibilities 
and  undertook  the  task  in  a  forthright  manner.  I  appreciate  the  fine  work  that 
the  Council  has  done,  particularly  with  the  severe  time  constraints  imposed 
upon  it. 

The  Council's  report  and  studies  provide  documentation,  from  the  viewpoint 
of  our  elderly  citizens,  which  support  the  need  for  legislation  along  the  lines  of 
my  proposed  Financial  Assistance  for  Health  Care  Act  and  the  Income  Assist- 
ance Simplification  Act  which  I  will  be  proposing  shortly.  My  proposals  would 
permit  both  Federal  and  State  programs  to  be  simplified  and  integrated  into  a 
coordinated  system  that  would  best  meet  the  needs  of  our  citizens. 

Council  Recommendations 

With  respect  to  the  Supplemental  Security  Income  (SSI)  program,  the 
Council  has  recommended  in  its  program  report  that  legislation  be  passed 
that  mandates  continuance  of  a  specific  State  supplementation  for  certain  re- 
cipients. The  Federal  Government  took  over  this  program  from  the  States  on 
January  1,  1974,  and  provided  a  basic  payment  level  to  recipients.  For  those  in- 
dividuals who  received  benefits  under  the  State  programs  in  December  1973 
that  were  larger  than  the  basic  Federal  payment  level,  and  who  continue  to  be 
eligible  for  SSI,  States  are  required  to  supplement  the  basic  Federal  payment 
up  to  the  level  of  the  December  1973  payment  to  such  recipients.  The  require- 
ment does  not  apply  to  new  recipients  who  became  eligible  after  December  1973. 
The  Council's  legislative  proposal  would  require  that  the  size  of  the  State  sup- 
plementation to  recipients  carried  over  from  the  State  programs  on  January  1, 
1974,  could  not  be  reduced.  Thus,  whenever  the  basic  Federal  payment  level  is 
increased,  this  proposal  would  allow  States  to  continue  to  maintain  a  disparity 
in  the  benefits  for  the  carried-over  recipients  versus  those  recipients  who  came 
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on  the  rolls  after  December  1973— a  disparity  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
original  State  supplementation. 

Adoption  of  this  recommendation  would  have  two  effects.  First,  it  would 
dictate  to  the  States  how  they  should  spend  the  taxes  they  assess  on  their  resi- 
dents. Such  action  would  distort  the  original  concept  of  the  program  of  sepa- 
rate but  complementary  roles  of  the  States  and  the  Federal  Government.  Sec- 
ond, it  would  require  the  States  to  maintain  payments  to  people  based  on  the 
date  they  started  receiving  assistance,  even  though  other  residents  of  the  States 
may  have  equivalent  needs  and  incomes. 

The  Council  also  recommends  that  the  Veterans'  Administration  (VA)  be 
directed  to  study  the  problem  of  benefit  reduction  rates  caused  by  simultaneous 
receipt  of  benefits  from  pensions  for  veterans  with  nonservice-connected  dis- 
abilities and  other  Federal  programs.  We  share  the  concern  of  the  Council. 
This  problem  is  being  studied  by  the  Veterans'  Administration  within  the  con- 
text of  total  reform  of  the  veterans'  pension  program.  The  Agency  has  discussed 
pension  reform  with  both  the  House  and  Senate  Veterans'  Affairs  Committees, 
and  is  committed  to  continuing  these  discussions  with  Congress  this  year.  The 
relationship  of  veterans'  pensions  to  other  Federal  benefits  can  best  be  addressed 
in  the  course  of  these  discussions. 

To  assess  the  tax  burden  on  the  elderly,  the  Older  Americans  Act  also  re- 
quired the  Council  to  undertake  a  study  of  the  combined  impact  of  all  taxes 
on  the  elderly.  Since  many  of  the  tax  recommendations  of  the  Council  are  di- 
rected towards  State  and  local  government,  consistent  with  the  enabling  au- 
thority I  am  also  transmitting  this  study  to  the  Governors  and  legislatures  of 
the  States  for  their  consideration. 

In  recognition  of  the  Bicentennial  and  the  many  contributions  made  by 
older  Americans  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  the  Council's  annual  report  re- 
quests the  promulgation  of  a  Bicentennial  Charter  for  Older  Americans.  I 
have  asked  Secretary  Mathews  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  in  consultation  with  the  Administration  on  Aging,  to  promote  dis- 
cussion of  these  vital  matters  at  forums  of  older  persons  organized  by  Advisory 
Committees  to  the  Area  Agencies  on  Aging. 

The  Federal  Council  on  Aging  Annual  Report  and  attendant  studies  reflect 
an  earnest  effort  to  deal  with  the  lack  of  equity  and  efficiency  in  the  present 
patchwork  of  income  security  programs.  This  unfortunate  situation,  which 
has  developed  over  the  years,  presents  problems  not  only  to  the  elderly  and 
other  population  groups,  but  to  the  taxpayer  who  must  pay  the  added  costs 
resulting  from  such  inefficiency.  My  legislative  proposals  reflect  careful  con- 
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sideration  of  how  best  to  resolve  these  issues,  and  I  urge  prompt  action  on  them 
by  the  Congress. 

Additional  mention  should  be  made  of  the  substantial  contribution  of  the 
two  studies  undertaken  by  the  Federal  Council  on  Aging.  The  efforts  of  those 
that  participated  in  the  studies  will  contribute  to  our  effort  to  provide  necessary 
income  and  services  to  our  less  fortunate  elderly  citizens  in  an  efficient  manner. 

These  reports  will  be  sent  for  review  and  analysis  to  those  Federal  agencies 
serving  older  persons.  After  this  review,  decisions  on  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Council's  report  will  be  reflected  in  future  legislative  proposals 
and  administrative  actions  of  this  Administration. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  3,  1976. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "Annual  Report  to  the  Americans  (Government  Printing  Office,  144  pp.); 

President,    1975 — Federal    Council   on   the   Aging"  Appendix  II,  Programs  for  Older  Americans  in  Four 

(64  pp.).  The  two  studies  are  entided  "The  Impact  States:  A  Case  Study  of  Federal,  State  and  Local 

of  the  Tax  Structure  on  the  Elderly,  December  29,  Benefit  Programs   (Government  Printing  Office,  70 

1975 — Federal  Council  on  the  Aging"  (Government  pp.);  and  Appendix  III,  The  Combined  Impact  of 

Printing  Office,  119  pp.);  and  "The  Interrelationships  Selected  Benefit  Programs  on  Older  Americans:  A 

of  Benefit  Programs  for  the  Elderly,  December  29,  TRIM  Analysis  (Government  Printing  Office,  79  pp.). 

1975 — Federal   Council   on   the   Aging"    (52   pp.).  The    appendixes    were    prepared    for    the    Federal 

together  with  three  separate  appendixes:  Appendix  I,  Council  on  the  Aging  by  the  Human  Resources  and 

Handbook   of  Federal   Programs   Benefiting   Older  Income  Security  Project  of  the  Urban  Institute. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Proposed 
Foreign  Payments  Disclosure  Legislation. 
August  5,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Certain  improper  activities  abroad  undertaken  by  some  American  corpora- 
tions have  resulted  in  an  erosion  of  confidence  in  the  responsibihty  of  many  of 
our  important  business  enterprises.  In  a  more  general  v^ay,  these  disclosures  tend 
to  destroy  confidence  in  our  free  enterprise  institutions. 

With  this  in  viev^,  I  established  the  Task  Force  on  Questionable  Corporate 
Payments  Abroad  on  March  31,  1976,  and  directed  it  to  undertake  a  sw^eeping 
policy  reviev^  of  approaches  to  deal  w^ith  the  questionable  payments  problem. 
On  June  14,  after  review^ing  an  interim  report  of  the  Task  Force,  I  directed  the 
Task  Force  to  develop,  as  quickly  as  possible,  a  specific  legislative  initiative  call- 
ing for  a  system  of  reporting  and  disclosure  to  deter  improper  payments. 
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Today,  I  am  transmitting  to  the  Congress  my  specific  proposal  for  a  Foreign 
Payments  Disclosure  Act.  This  proposal  will  contribute  significantly  to  the  deter- 
rence of  future  improper  practices  and  to  the  restoration  of  confidence  in  Ameri- 
can business  standards. 

This  legislation  represents  a  measured  but  eflfective  approach  to  the  problem 
of  questionable  corporate  payments  abroad: 

— It  will  help  deter  improper  payments  in  international  commerce  by  Ameri- 
can corporations  and  their  officers. 

— It  will  help  reverse  the  trend  toward  allegations  or  assumptions  of  guilt-by- 
association  impugning  the  integrity  of  American  business  generally. 

— It  will  help  deter  would-be  foreign  extorters  from  seeking  improper  pay- 
ments from  American  businessmen. 

— It  will  allow  the  United  States  to  set  a  forceful  example  to  our  trading  part- 
ners and  competitors  regarding  the  imperative  need  to  end  improper  business 
practices. 

— It  does  not  attempt  to  apply  direcdy  United  States  criminal  statutes  in 
foreign  states  and  thus  does  not  promise  more  than  can  be  enforced. 

— Finally,  it  will  help  restore  the  confidence  of  the  American  people  and  our 
trading  partners  in  the  ethical  standards  of  the  American  business  community. 

The  legislation  will  require  reporting  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  of  certain 
classes  of  payments  made  by  U.S.  businesses  and  their  foreign  subsidiaries  and 
affiliates  in  relation  to  business  with  foreign  governments.  The  reporting  re- 
quirement covers  a  broad  range  of  payments  relative  to  government  transactions 
as  well  as  political  contributions  and  payments  made  directly  to  foreign  public 
officials.  By  requiring  reporting  of  all  significant  payments,  whether  proper  or 
improper,  made  in  connection  with  business  with  foreign  governments,  the  leg- 
islation will  avoid  the  difficult  problems  of  definition  and  proof  that  arise  in  the 
context  of  enforcement  of  legislation  that  seeks  to  deal  specifically  with  bribery 
or  extortion  abroad. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  will,  by  regulation,  further  define  the  scope  of  re- 
porting required.  Small  or  routine  payments  will  be  excluded,  as  will  certain 
clearly  bona  fide  payments  such  as  taxes.  Reports  will  include  the  names  of 
recipients. 

Reports  will  be  made  available  to  the  Departments  of  State  and  Justice  as  well 
as  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  and  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission. 
The  Department  of  Justice  and  the  State  Department  will,  in  appropriate  in- 
stances, relay  reported  information  to  authorities  in  foreign  jurisdictions  to  assist 
them  in  the  enforcement  of  their  own  laws. 
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Reports  also  will  be  made  available  to  appropriate  congressional  committees. 
All  reports  would  be  made  available  to  the  public  one  year  from  the  date  of  their 
filing,  except  in  cases  where  a  specific  written  determination  is  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  or  the  Attorney  General  that  considerations  of  foreign  policy 
or  judicial  process  dictate  against  disclosure. 

This  proposed  legislation  is  intended  to  complement  and  supplement  existing 
laws  and  regulations  which  can  affect  questionable  corporate  payments  abroad. 

In  this  regard,  I  wish  to  recognize  and  build  upon  the  fine  record  of  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission.  The  Commission  already  has  taken 
prompt  and  vigorous  action  to  discover  questionable  or  illegal  corporate  pay- 
ments and  to  require  public  disclosure  of  material  facts  relating  to  them.  More- 
over, as  the  Commission  has  noted,  public  disclosure  of  matters  of  this  kind 
generally  leads  to  their  cessation.  In  virtually  all  the  cases  reported  to  the  Com- 
mission, companies  discovering  payments  of  this  kind  have  taken  effective  steps 
to  stop  them  and  to  assure  that  similar  payments  do  not  recur  in  the  future. 

A  principal  emphasis  of  the  Commission's  activities  in  this  area  has  been  to 
prompt  the  private  sector  to  take  actions  that  would  restore  the  integrity  of  the 
existing  system  of  corporate  governance  and  accountability.  I  applaud  this  ap- 
proach and  expect  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  follow  the  same  spirit  in  ad- 
ministering this  new  legislation. 

However,  not  all  firms  engaged  in  international  commerce  are  regulated  under 
the  securities  laws  and  are  subject  to  the  disclosure  requirements  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  Commission  requires  disclosure  of  payments  only  when  necessary  or 
appropriate  for  the  protection  of  investors.  Further,  it  has  not  generally  required 
reporting  of  the  name  of  a  recipient,  a  requirement  which  I  believe  can  be  an 
important  deterrent  to  extorters.  In  addition,  the  Commission's  system  of  dis- 
closure— focusing  as  it  does  primarily  on  the  interests  of  the  investing  public — 
is  not  designed  to  respond  to  some  of  the  broader  public  policy  and  foreign  policy 
interests  related  to  the  questionable  payments  problem. 

Accordingly,  the  legislation  which  I  am  proposing  deals  with  all  U.S.  partici- 
pants in  foreign  commerce— not  just  firms  subject  to  Commission  regulatory 
requirements — and  it  calls  for  the  active  involvement  of  the  Secretaries  of  State 
and  Commerce  and  the  Attorney  General  in  administering  a  system  which  ad- 
dresses the  full  range  of  public  policy  interests  inherendy  involved  in  the  ques- 
tionable payments  problem. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  will  take  every  feasible  step  to  minimize  the  re- 
porting burdens  under  this  new  legislation.  The  legislation  directs  the  Secretary 
to  consult  with  other  federal  agencies  to  eUminate  duphcative  reporting.  Where 
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appropriate,  agencies  are  authorized  to  combine  reporting  and  record-keeping 
in  single  forms. 

In  this  regard,  I  also  wish  to  recognize  and  build  upon  the  Securities  and  Ex- 
change Commission's  acknowledged  expertise  in  financial  reporting.  Persons 
subject  to  the  Commission's  jurisdiction  must  maintain  books  and  records  that 
are  sufficient  to  provide  data  the  Commission  believes  should  be  disclosed.  The 
requirement  that  persons  subject  to  SEC  jurisdiction  maintain  adequate  books 
and  records  is  now  implicit  in  existing  law;  the  legislation  recommended  by  the 
Commission,  which  the  Task  Force  and  I  support,  would  make  that  requirement 
explicit.  It  is  contemplated  that  the  Commission  will  take  further  steps  to  assure 
that  companies  it  regulates  maintain  adequate  systems  of  internal  accounting 
controls.  Thus,  it  may  well  be  unnecessary  for  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to 
impose  additional  record-keeping  requirements  on  companies  regulated  by  the 
Commission  to  enable  compliance  with  the  proposed  legislation. 

We  remain  mindful  that  the  questionable  payments  problem  is  an  interna- 
tional problem  which  cannot  be  corrected  by  the  United  States  acting  alone. 
Consequendy,  we  are  continuing  our  efforts  to  secure  an  international  agree- 
ment which  will  establish  a  mutually  acceptable  framework  for  international 
cooperation  in  eliminating  improper  business  practices. 

The  legislation  I  am  proposing  today  can  contribute  in  an  important  way  to 
the  restoration  of  confidence  in  America's  vital  business  institutions.  I  urge  its 
prompt  consideration  and  enactment  by  the  Congress, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  3 ,  1976. 
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Veto  of  a  Bill  To  Exempt  Congressmen  From 
Local  Income  Taxes.     August  3,  1976' 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  returning  today  without  my  signature  S.  2447,  v^hich  w^ould  exempt 
Members  of  Congress  from  certain  local  income  taxes.  This  bill  provides  that 
a  Member  of  Congress  need  not  pay  the  income  tax  levied  by  a  state  or  munic- 
ipality in  w\nc\i  the  Member  lives  for  the  purpose  of  attending  Congress. 

Since  Virginia  and  District  of  Columbia  lav^s  already  exempt  from  payment 
of  their  income  taxes  Members  living  in  such  jurisdictions  only  w^hile  attend- 
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ing  Congress,  S.  2447  would  serve  principally  to  prevent  Maryland  from  levy- 
ing such  taxes  on  Members  of  Congress.  How^ever,  it  is  one  thing  for  a  taxing 
jurisdiction  voluntarily  to  exempt  Members  of  Congress  from  its  income  tax 
laws  and  quite  another  for  Congress  to  mandate  a  Federal  exemption  on  a 
state  income  tax  system.  I  believe  such  Federal  interference  is  particularly 
objectionable  where,  as  is  the  case  in  Maryland,  a  portion  of  the  income  tax  is 
collected  on  behalf  of  counties  to  pay  for  local  public  services  which  all  residents 
use  and  enjoy.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  this  bill  would  in  effect  freeze  the 
exemptions  now  provided  by  Virginia  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  they 
would  then  be  powerless  to  change  their  tax  laws  in  this  regard. 

Since  this  bill  benefits  a  narrow  and  special  class  of  persons  it  violates,  in  my 
view,  the  basic  concept  of  equity  and  fairness  by  creating  a  special  tax  exemp- 
tion for  Members  of  Congress  while  other  citizens  who  are  required  to  take  up 
temporary  residence  in  the  Washington  area — or  elsewhere — do  not  enjoy  a 
similar  privilege. 

Finally,  those  who  assert  that  there  is  a  Constitutional  infirmity  in  applying 
a  state  income  tax  to  Members  while  attending  Congress  may  present  the  issue 
to  the  courts  for  resolution. 

As  the  end  of  this  session  of  Congress  approaches,  the  American  people 
would  be  better  served  if  Congress  would  direct  its  attention  to  the  important 
laws  that  should  be  passed  this  year — to  cut  taxes  and  spending;  to  expand  cata- 
strophic health  care  programs;  to  limit  court  ordered  school  busing;  to  attack 
crime  and  drugs;  and  to  address  many  other  important  matters  of  concern 
to  the  American  people — rather  than  by  enacting  legislation  such  as  S.  2447. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  returning  S.  2447  and  asking  Congress  to  reconsider 
this  bill. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  3,  1976. 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  Urho  Kekkonen 
of  Finland.     August  3,   1976 

Mr,  President,  distinguished  guests: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  greatly  honored  to  have  all  of  you  as  our  guests  on  this 
auspicious  occasion. 
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Mr.  President,  this  summer  the  United  States,  as  we  have  both  mentioned 
this  morning,  celebrates  its  200th  anniversary.  We  are  honored  by  the  fact  that 
you  have  participated  in  this  occasion  today.  Your  participation  in  Finnish- 
American  Bicentennial  ceremonies  at  Suomi  College,  founded  by  Finnish  im- 
migrants in  my  State  of  Michigan,  is  a  vivid  reminder  of  Finland's  great  con- 
tribution to  America's  background  and  America's  present  and  America's 
future. 

To  cite  a  single  example,  Americans  from  coast  to  coast  know  of  Finnish 
genius  in  Saarinen's  ^  design  of  Washington's  Dulles  Airport,  one  of  the  out- 
standing architectural  achievements  in  our  country  in  recent  years.  But  whether 
in  steel  or  concrete,  or  in  mind  or  in  spirit,  the  Finnish  involvement  with  the 
United  States  continues  to  affirm  the  traditional  ties  of  friendship  between  our 
two  peoples. 

Mr.  President,  during  this  Bicentennial  Year,  Americans  are  especially  grati- 
fied by  Finland's  observance  of  our  anniversary.  The  wonderful  Tapiola  Chil- 
dren's Choir  has  already  performed  here,  and  Finnish  musicians  are  now  enter- 
taining at  the  Smithsonian  festival.  The  Sebelius  Academy  Choir,  I  am  told, 
will  visit  the  United  States  this  fall,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Finnish 
Government.  For  these  and  all  of  Finland's  contributions  to  our  Bicentennial, 
Americans  are  deeply  appreciative. 

This  summer,  both  our  countries  participated  in  the  Olympic  games.  And  I 
was  talking  to  you  earlier  this  evening  about  your  outstanding  gold  medal 
winner  ^  who  won  the  5,000  meter  and  the  10,000  meter  and  finished  fifth  in 
the  marathon.  But  I  think  it  is  appropriate  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  President,  to 
note  that  you  had  the  high  honor,  yourself,  of  being  an  Olympian.  You  made 
your  first  trip  to  the  United  States  as  head  of  the  Finnish  team  to  the  Olympic 
games  in  Los  Angeles  in  1932.  And  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  Finland  continued 
to  win,  not  only  gold  medals  in  those  track  contests  that  I  mentioned  but  else- 
where. And  may  I  congratulate  your  country  and  your  champions  on  this 
occasion. 

Mr.  President,  as  a  fellow  skier  I  can  only  marvel  at  more  than  the  600  miles 
you  ski  cross-country  and  downhill  each  year.  I  must  confess,  mine  is  downhill. 
[Laughter]  But  your  prowess  as  a  jogger,  fisherman,  and  hunter  is  legendary. 
At  one  time,  we  all  know  who  follow  sports  that  you  were  the  high-jump 
champion  of  your  country  and  represented  Finland  in  the  Olympics  in  that 


^  Eero  Saarinen. 

^  The  President  was  referring  to  Lasse  Viren. 
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contest.  I  think  it  indicates  very  clearly  that  you  are  the  embodiment  of  Finland's 
worldwide  reputation  for  physical  fitness. 

To  change  the  subject,  Mr.  President,  it  was  just  a  year  ago  last  week  that 
Mrs.  Ford  and  I  visited  Helsinki  on  the  occasion  of  the  Conference  on  Security 
and  Cooperation  in  Europe.  As  host  of  that  conference,  Finland,  again,  showed 
all  of  the  world  its  deep  interest  and  active  role  in  promoting  international  un- 
derstanding and  amity  in  working  for  peace  and  for  stability. 

We  in  the  United  States  value  Finland's  creative  participation  in  world 
affairs  under  your  wise  and  skillful  leadership.  We  welcome  Finland's  contribu- 
tions to  the  United  Nations  peacekeeping  efforts  in  Cyprus,  as  well  as  in  the 
Middle  East. 

Our  strong  ties  between  us,  bilaterally,  are  based  on  many  shared  ideals  and 
genuine  mutual  respect.  Above  all,  in  this  country  Finland  is  respected  as  a 
nation  that  meets  its  obligations.  Just  a  few  weeks  ago,  Finland  wrote  a  new 
page  in  international  relations  by  paying  off  in  full  its  World  War  I  debt  to 
the  United  States,  8  years  ahead  of  schedule.  I  know  that  you  share  my  satisfac- 
tion in  the  knowledge  that  this  last  payment  will  be  used  to  send  young  people 
from  Finland  and  the  United  States  on  exchange  visits  for  generations  to  come. 

Ladies  and  genriemen,  I  propose  a  toast  to  a  distinguished  world  statesman, 
the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Finland,  and  to  the  continued  close  and  friendly 
relations  between  the  governments  and  the  peoples  of  the  United  States  and 
Finland. 

Mr.  President. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:40  p.m.  in  the  Rose       own  and  remember  those  early  Finnish  settlers  who 

Garden  at  the  White  House.  Prime  Minister  Kek-       disembarked  from  1638  to  1654  on  both  shores  of 

konen  responded  as  follows:  the  Delaware   River,   established   their   settlements, 

--„.,         -^      „,,,.  ,         ,  and  later  on  were  one  of  the  nationalities  that  helped 

Mr  Pres,dent.  Mrs.  Ford,  lad.es  and  gentlemen:  ^^  ^^„,^  ^^^  ^^-^-^^^  j3  g,^,^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^ 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  you,  Mr  ^e  do  not  know  much  about  the  hopes  and  the 

President,  for  the  warm  welcome  this  morning  and  f^.u^g,  „f  ^^e  very  first  Finns  coming  to  America, 

for  the  words  o£  friendship  you  have  ,ust  spoken.  g^^  ^^^  pj^^j^j^  ^^j^,^^^  ^^  ,^j^^  ^       ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

You  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  the  friendship  and  (,een  happy  and  hopeful  when  they  left  the  shores 

mutual    understandmg   existmg    between    our    two  ^c  -p,,^^,^^    ;i:  ,, «  ^;,     ^^  a  ^      *        -c-     •  u  • 

.    ,  .  ,  ,        V     ,       ,    ,     •  1     ,                ,  ^*  Europe,  it  we  give  credence  to  a  Finnish  immi- 

countries  is  highly  valued  and  cherished  among  the  „^^„^,  k^n^^   ^  ^a-*.          £  u           ««t 

*    ^                                                 ^  grants  ballad  reading  as  toUows:     I  am  going  to 

Finnish  people.  America.  Everyone  is  on  his  way.  The  American 

We  are  deeply  honored  and  gratified  in  receiving  sh^^es  are  sanded  with  gold,  they  say."  Although 

your  invitation  to  pay  an  official  state  visit  to  the  ^hey  did  not  find  golden  sand,  I  know  they  were 

United  States  this  year.  The  American  Bicentennial  ^ot  disappointed   when   they  disembarked   on   the 

has  gained  much  public  attention  also  in  Finland.  shores  of  the  new  country. 

We  in  Finland  take  certain  pride  in  the  fact  that  My  motivation  for  looking  forward  with  great 

among  the  Founding  Fathers  there  was  the  early  expectations    to    this    visit    was    different.    It    re- 

Fmnish  settler  John  Morton,  ongmally  Jussi  Mart-  minded  me  of  my  two  or  three  previous  visits  to 

tmen,  who,  of  course,  cast  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  this  great  country.  They  were  both  very  valuable 

Declaration  of  Independence.  and   important   from   the   Finnish   point  of   view. 

Therefore,   we  have   every  reason  to   make   this  in  July  1970,  the  possibility  of  convening  a  Con- 

commemoration   of   the   American   Revolution   our  ference    on    Security    and    Cooperation    in    Europe 
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was  one  of  the  main  topics  of  our  discussion  here 
in  Washington.  During  those  discussions  I  said 
that  I  was  speaking  for  a  European  nation  that 
desires  nothing  but  the  possibility  of  living  in  peace 
and  security  and  cultivating  friendly  relations  with 
all  nations,  both  near  and  far.  And  I  expressed 
the  hope  that  these  aspirations  of  the  Finnish 
people  would  meet  with  understanding  and  sym- 
pathy on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Today,  we  know  what  then  has  happened.  The 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe 
has  taken  place,  and  when  the  final  act  of  that 
Conference  was  signed  in  Helsinki  on  August  1, 
1975,  you,  Mr.  President,  represented  in  person  the 
United   States   of   America. 

In  my  statement  at  the  Helsinki  Conference  I 
said  that  the  security  of  states,  cooperation  among 
peoples,  and  the  enrichment  of  the  lives  of  human 
persons  are  watchwords  of  the  Conference.  Now 
that  a  year  has  passed  since  that  Conference,  I 
believe  that  we  can  note  that  our  expectations  have 
not  been  unfounded.  The  implementation  of  the 
recommendations,  continuity  of  the  Conference  has 
begun,  but  it  will  continue  for  a  long  time  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  President,  in  your  speech  in  Helsinki  a  year 
ago,  you  quite  correcdy  stated  that  history  will 
judge  this  Conference  not  by  what  we  say  today, 
but  what  we  do  tomorrow;  not  by  the  promises  we 
make,  but  by  the  promises  we  keep. 

Indeed,  our  adherence  to  promises,  our  acts  and 
their  results  have  been  and  will  be  the  crucial  test 
of  the  rationale  and  the  benefit  of  the  process  of 
the  Conference  on  European  Security  and  Coopera- 
tion in  its  various  stages. 

At  the  same  time,  we  must  pay  attention  to  the 
continuity  of  this  process  to  the  conference  to  be 
held  in  Belgrade  next  year  and  to  the  developments 
following  from  the  conference.  On  her  part,  Fin- 
land will  do  her  utmost  that  the  development 
that  commenced  and  procedures  established  will 
not  go  to  waste. 


Equality  and  mutual  responsibility  have  always 
characterized  the  interactions  between  Finland  and 
the  United  States.  Again,  it  has  characterized  the 
meetings  during  my  present  visit  and  made  our 
discussions  useful. 

I  hope  this  Bicentennial  state  visit  will  further 
strengthen  the  warm  ties  of  friendship  which 
have  always  characterized  the  relations  between 
our  two  countries.  On  behalf  of  the  people  of  Fin- 
land and  on  my  own,  I  would  like  to  express  our 
warmest  wishes  to  you,  Mr.  President  and  Mrs. 
Ford,  and  to  all  the  people  of  the  United  States 
who  are  now  commemorating  their  two  centuries 
of  work  for  the  happiness  and  greatness  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  very  happy  that  I  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  exchange  views  with  you  today 
on  several  international  questions.  The  common 
feature  in  the  talks  of  today  and  in  those  which 
we  had  last  year  has  been  their  friendly,  sincere, 
and  constructive  spirit,  which  I  appreciate  very 
much. 

Mr.  President,  your  activity  in  high  political  po- 
sitions in  your  country  has  been  exceptionally 
long  and  impressive.  Throughout  your  whole  pub- 
lic career  you  have  been  known  as  a  resolute  man 
who  has  never  hesitated  to  take  responsibility  and 
who  has  been  capable  of  making  decisions  even  in 
situations  that  have  called  for  rapid  action.  Your 
activity  in  the  highest  office  of  your  country, 
which  has  righdy  been  characterized  as  one  of 
the  most  difficult  and  responsible  in  the  world,  has 
also  abroad  created  of  you  an  image  of  a  depend- 
able and  realistic  statesman. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  President  and 
Mrs.  Ford,  for  your  generous  hospitality  and  for 
this  festive  opportunity  to  meet  so  many  distin- 
guished Americans. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  may  I  ask  you  to  join  me 
in  a  toast  in  honor  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States   and   Mrs.   Ford. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Housing  Authorization 
Act  of  1976.     August  3,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  S.  3295,  the  Housing  Authorization  Act  of  1976. 

The  need  to  increase  the  quantity  and  quality  of  housing  in  America  and  to 
assure  adequate  housing  for  all  Americans  has  been  one  of  my  primary  con- 
cerns. S.  3295  contains  provisions  which  are  important  in  helping  us  reach 
these  housing  goals  and  also  contains  important  fiscal  year  1977  authorizations 
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for  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development.  Unfortunately,  it 
also  contains  provisions  which  indicate  the  strong  reluctance  on  the  part  of  this 
Congress  to  seek  real  solutions  to  the  problems  v^e  face  in  assuring  adequate 
housing  for  all  lower-income  Americans. 

Two  years  ago,  the  93d  Congress  authorized  a  new  approach  to  provide  rental 
subsidies  for  lower-income  families — the  Section  8  Housing  Assistance  Pay- 
ments Program.  This  program  was  designed  to  avoid  the  serious  and  well- 
documented  defects  in  the  then-existing  public  housing  program. 

As  a  result  of  that  new  program,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  have  been 
using  effectively  the  existing  housing  in  inventory,  as  well  as  new  housing,  to 
provide  decent  shelter  for  the  Nation's  poor.  This  approach  is  approximately 
half  as  costly  as  constructing  new  public  housing,  and  it  prevents  the  waste  of 
our  Nation's  housing  stock.  Moreover,  this  program  permits  lower-income 
families  to  live  in  modest  homes,  indistinguishable  from  those  of  their  neigh- 
bors, instead  of  institutionalized  housing. 

In  S.  3295,  however,  the  Congress  has  ignored  both  our  unfortunate  previous 
experience  and  the  recent  success  resulting  from  the  Section  8  program.  Revers- 
ing this  record  of  progress,  it  voted  to  reinitiate  a  public  housing  program.  For- 
tunately, in  the  1977  HUD  appropriation  bill,  the  Congress  has  voted 
overwhelmingly  to  cut  back  the  size  of  that  program. 

S.  3295  would  also  extend  a  number  of  programs  which  should  be  discon- 
tinued and  would  authorize  appropriations  far  in  excess  of  my  budget  proposals. 
Although  the  Congress,  in  acting  on  HUD's  appropriation  bill,  has  demon- 
strated much  greater  restraint  than  was  shown  in  S.  3295,  the  threat  to  future 
budgets  remains  because  these  high  authorizations  produce  unrealistic 
expectations. 

This  bill  also  calls  for  shortsighted  and  illogical  changes  in  the  way  interest 
rates  are  established  under  certain  existing  Federal  programs. 

Despite  my  strong  reservations  about  these  and  other  undesirable  features, 
I  have  signed  this  bill  because  good  government  requires  that  a  number  of  the 
authorizations  and  program  extensions  contained  in  S.  3295  become  law  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  have  instructed  Secretary  Hills  to  use  the  resources  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  to  implement  this  measure  in  a 
manner  which  will  maximize  its  benefits  while  reducing  as  much  as  possible 
the  inevitable  frustration,  delays  and  increased  costs  it  will  also  bring. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  3295,  approved  August  3,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-375  (90  Stat.  1067). 
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Statement  on  the  Death  of  Representative  Jerry  Litton 

of  Missouri.     August  3,  1976 

I  WAS  shocked  and  saddened  to  learn  of  the  tragic  death  of  Representative  Jerry 
Litton,  his  wife,  and  their  two  children. 

During  the  time  that  I  knew  Jerry  Litton,  I  considered  him  to  be  a  valued 
colleague  and  an  effective  Representative  of  his  constituents. 

Mrs.  Ford  joins  me  in  expressing  profound  sympathy  to  Jerry  Litton's  relatives 
and  friends. 

note:  Representative  Litton  was  a  Member  of  Congress  from  1972  until  he  died  in  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  in 
the  crash  of  a  private  plane. 
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Remarks  on  Greeting  Delegates  to  a  Joint  Session 
of  Boys /Girls  Nation.     August  4,  1976 

Good  afternoon,  Commander  Wiles,  Mrs.  Schanel,  Vince  Marazita,  boys,  girls 
of  this  wonderful  organization,  your  officers  and  the  participants: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  are  very,  very  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying 
hello  and  welcoming  almost  300  of  the  first  joint  Boys/Girls  Nation. 

I  congratulate  each  and  every  one  of  you,  first  for  being  selected  to  attend 
this  very  unique  event,  but  also,  just  as  importantly,  your  accomplishments  and 
your  activities  here  in  the  Nation's  Capital.  Obviously,  you  have  won  the  respect 
of  your  fellow  students,  your  high  school  teachers  and  administrators,  and  the 
representatives  of  government  at  every  level. 

I  couldn't  help  noticing  that  three  of  your  four  highest  officers  are  from 
Michigan — [laughter] — including  your  president.  I  won't  say  anything  more. 
I  like  your  thinking.  [Laughter] 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  my  fellow  members  of  the  American 
Legion  and  its  Auxiliary  for  making  Boys  Nation  and  Girls  Nation  a  success. 
Since  1935,  when  the  idea  of  student  participation  in  government  was  first  con- 
ceived by  the  American  Legion,  the  Legion  has  worked  very  diligently  to  help 
our  young  people  gain  an  understanding  of  democracy  as  it  is  best  practiced 
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in  the  world.  In  the  United  States  of  America,  more  than  a  milUon  students 
have  participated  in  Boys  and  Girls  Nation  over  the  past  41  years. 

If  I  might  indicate  my  own  participation,  going  back  when  I  first  joined  the 
American  Legion  in  the  late  fall  of  1945,  after  World  War  II,  I  joined  Furniture 
City  Post  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  And  for  a  number  of  years  before  I 
became  active  in  politics,  I  was  an  officer  and  a  very  active  member  of  that  post 
and  participated,  in  my  way,  in  trying  to  stimulate  Boys  Nation,  Girls  Nation, 
selecting  the  nominees.  And  subsequently,  I  had  the  privilege  and  honor  of 
participating  at  State  conventions  of  Boys  Nation,  Girls  Nation.  And  I  can  say 
from  personal  experience  over  a  long,  long  period  of  time,  that  these  two  or- 
ganizations— Boys  Nation,  Girls  Nation — have  contributed  very  significantly  to 
making  this  country  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

I  am  proud  of  my  association  with  the  American  Legion.  Mrs.  Ford  is  proud 
of  her  affiliation  with  the  Auxiliary  of  Furniture  City  Post.  And  I  congratulate 
you  as  another  wave  of  young  people  who  are  having  an  opportunity  to  see 
firsthand  and  to  find  out  firsthand  how  government  works.  And  so,  I  like  the 
American  Legion,  and  I  like  the  kind  of  young  people  that  they  have  selected 
over  the  years. 

Your  involvement  in  the  political  process  is  one  of  the  keys — and  I  say  this 
with  great  emphasis — one  of  the  keys  in  maintaining  an  educated  and  respon- 
sible electorate.  As  long  as  our  citizens  in  all  50  States  understand  the  vital  issues 
and  responsibly  evaluate  the  political  leaders,  America  will  remain  strong  and 
America  will  remain  free.  This  was  the  dream  of  our  forefathers  as  they  declared 
our  independence  in  1776. 

During  this  joint  session  here,  you  have  traveled  to  many  of  the  historic  sites 
that  mark  freedom's  birth.  During  our  national  Bicentennial  celebration,  I  had 
a  wonderful  opportunity  to  visit  many  of  these  same  places  that  you  have  visited. 
I  noticed  something  quite  remarkable  as  I  went  from  Valley  Forge,  to  Philadel- 
phia, to  New  York  City  and  saw  the  "Tall  Ships,"  and  to  Monticello.  I  saw 
something  quite  remarkable  taking  place  throughout  our  country — a  new 
reverence  for  the  American  dream  and  a  new  acceptance  of  the  American 
adventure. 

I  hope  that  each  and  every  one  of  you  had  the  same  reaction,  the  same  feeling 
that  I  had,  and  you  now  have  resolved  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  rekindling 
a  sense  of  pride  in  our  great  country. 

The  future  holds  many,  many  wonderful  opportunities  for  each  and  every 
one  of  you.  One  opportunity — and  I  say  this  with  emphasis — is  a  career  in 
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public  service,  whether  it's  in  elective  office,  serving  in  the  executive  branch,  or 
serving  in  the  judiciary.  The  American  dream  cannot  continue  v^ithout  your 
serious  commitment  to  it,  not  on  a  1-day-a-year  basis,  v^hen  you  vote,  but  on 
a  total  365  days  a  year  commitment.  And  this  commitment  can  be  at  the  local 
or  the  State  or  the  national  level,  but  it  has  to  be  a  real  commitment. 

Nov^,  after  closely  examining  government  at  all  levels — and  I  know^  you  have 
had  that  opportunity — you  may  have  learned  that  our  system  isn't  perfect.  But 
I  hope  you  realize  nov^  that  it  is  perfectable,  that  it  is  v^orth  your  personal  in- 
volvement, as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  and  you  can  contribute  significantly. 

To  be  truly  representative,  government  must  serve  all  of  the  people.  To  do  that 
effectively,  it  must  be  sensitive,  it  must  be  responsive,  and  it  must  be  close  enough 
to  the  people  to  understand,  so  that  they  feel  that  you  have  a  feeling  toward 
them  and  they,  in  return,  have  a  feeling  toward  you.  This  means  that  we  must, 
that  we  can  encourage  smaller  local  units  of  government  to  take  responsibility 
back  from  big  government  as  we  see  it  here  in  Washington.  What  can  be 
handled  by  the  individual,  in  my  belief,  should  not  be  usurped  by  government. 
What  can  be  accomplished  by  localities  should  not  be  taken  over  by  the  Federal 
Government. 

I  might  say,  historically  we  find  that  the  first  100  years  of  this  country  involved 
the  process  of  our  forefathers  making  a  system  of  government  that  worked,  that 
didn't  fall  apart,  that  met  the  stresses  and  the  strains.  The  second  100  years  of  our 
history  in  this  country  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  develop  the  greatest  industrial 
nation  in  the  history  of  mankind.  The  third  century  is  our  responsibility  to  see 
that  it  becomes  the  century  of  the  individual,  the  right  of  the  individual  to  be 
different  from  mass  government,  mass  education,  mass  labor,  mass  business,  so 
that  each  of  you  can  develop,  to  the  best  of  your  abilities  and  dedication,  your 
opportunities  in  this  great  Nation. 

What  we  really  need  is  a  better  balance,  where  individual  freedom  is  protected, 
not  stifled ;  where  productive  capacity  is  encouraged,  not  strangled  through  over- 
regulation;  where  human  problems  are  solved  with  compassion,  not  bound  in 
redtape;  where  integrity  is  a  reality,  not  just  a  political  slogan.  Such  a  system 
would  ensure  that  the  renewed  faith  our  people  have  found  during  this  Bicen- 
tennial Year  will  continue  in  our  third  century  as  a  nation. 

The  third  century  is  your  century.  So,  you  will  have  problems,  and  you  will 
have  responsibilities;  you  will  have  opportunities.  I  think  you  have  already  dem- 
onstrated your  great  capacity  for  leadership,  or  you  wouldn't  be  here.  And  be- 
cause of  you,  as  I  look  in  the  eye  of  each  and  every  one  of  you,  I  know  that 
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America  will  be  in  good  hands,  that  the  America  of  the  third  century  will  be  a 
better  place,  and  the  great  American  dream  will  become  a  reality. 
Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:52  p.m.  in  the  East  Alan  Schanel,  national  president  of  the  American 

Garden   at   the  White   House.   In   his   opening   re-  Legion    AuxiUary,    and    Vince    Marazita,    president 

marks,  he  referred  to  Commander  Harry  G.  Wiles,  of  Boys/Girls  Nation, 
national  commander  of  the  American  Legion,  Mrs. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  Senate 
Majority  Leader  on  the  National  Swine  Flu 
Immunization  Program.     August  4,  1976 

ON  MARCH  24,  1976,  after  meeting  with  a  distinguished  group  of  physicians, 
scientists  and  pubUc  health  experts,  I  asked  the  Congress  to  appropriate  $135 
milhon  for  the  production  of  sufficient  swine  flu  vaccine  to  inoculate  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  United  States.  I  also  directed  the  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  to  develop  plans  that  would  make  this  vaccine  avail- 
able to  all  Americans.  The  Congress  moved  quickly  on  my  appropriation  re- 
quest, and  I  was  pleased  to  sign  it  into  law  April  15. 

Since  that  time  HEW,  working  with  the  medical  profession,  State  and  local 
health  officials,  vaccine  manufacturers,  and  other  groups,  have  developed  exten- 
sive plans  to  see  to  it  that  our  original  goal  of  making  this  vaccine  available  to 
all  Americans  can  be  met. 

We  continue  to  be  faced,  however,  with  a  major  problem  in  meeting  our 
goal.  Although  experience  indicates  that  there  is  a  very  low  risk  of  untoward 
reactions  to  the  vaccine,  the  drug  manufacturers  producing  this  vaccine  for 
HEW  need  some  form  of  appropriate  liability  protection. 

On  June  16,  in  anticipation  of  this  situation,  I  directed  HEW  Secretary 
Mathews  to  immediately  submit  legislation  to  the  Congress  to  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  assume  a  proper  share  of  risks  so  that  this  important  program  might 
move  ahead. 

This  morning  I  received  a  report  from  the  Secretary  that  after  seven  weeks  of 
discussions  and  negotiations,  the  Health  and  Environment  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee  acted  last  night  to  report 
legislation  that  would,  if  enacted  by  the  House  and  Senate,  correct  this  problem, 
which  has  unnecessarily  delayed  this  vital  program. 
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I  am  writing  to  you  this  afternoon  to  urge  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
(Senate)  move  quickly  to  enact  this  legislation  so  that  the  vaccine  can  be  made 
available  w^ithout  further  delay. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  reiterate  a  point  that  I  made  in  March  and  again  to 
Chairman  Paul  Rogers  on  July  23:  The  threat  of  sv^ine  flu  is  genuine.  Data  from 
both  the  scientific  and  medical  communities  support  the  need  for  an  inoculation 
program.  Clinical  tests  conducted  to  date  show  that  the  vaccine  is  both  safe  and 
effective.  There  is  no  excuse  now  to  let  this  program — a  program  that  could 
affect  the  lives  of  many,  many  Americans — be  delayed  any  longer.  Let's  work 
together  to  get  on  with  the  job. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable  Mike  Mans- 
to  the  Honorable  Car!  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House       field,  Majority  Leader  of  the  Senate. 
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Remarks  to  Members  of  the  U.S.  Olympic  Team  and 
Presentation  of  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom 
to  Jesse  Owens.     August  3,  1976 

Distinguished  athletes  and  guests,  members  of  the  Commission  on  Olympic 
Sports: 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  all  of  you  at  Plattsburg  ^  and 
being  your  guest  on  that  occasion.  And  it  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for 
me  and  Mrs.  Ford  to  welcome  all  of  you  here  in  the  East  Garden  of  the  White 
House. 

At  that  time  in  Plattsburg,  I  congratulated  you  on  making  the  American 
Olympic  Team.  I  wished  you  good  luck  before  you  left  for  Montreal,  and  I  am 
very  happy  to  welcome  you  all  back  and  to  congratulate  you  once  again — this 
time  for  having  done  a  magnificent,  a  superb  job. 

I  hope  the  athletes  have  had  an  opportunity  in  the  last  few  days  to  rest  up  a 
bit.  Let  me  say  that  you  were  not  alone  in  your  feats  of  stamina  and  strength. 
Millions  of  Americans,  including  myself,  are  now  recovering  from  the  mara- 
thon sessions  with  their  TV  sets.  [Laughter'] 

We  watched  you  and  your  teammates  rack  up  94  medals,  a  truly  outstanding 
performance.  You  won  gold,  silver,  and  bronze.  Some  of  you  set  records.  You 


^  See  Items  658  and  659. 
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gave  your  utmost  effort,  and  on  behalf  of  all  Americans,  we  were  very,  very 
proud  of  you. 

Your  achievements  are  more  impressive,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  fact  you 
were  up  against  some  of  the  athletes  whose  training  is  subsidized  in  various  ways 
by  their  governments.  In  this  country  it  has  always  been  up  to  those  with  talent 
to  make  their  own  way  in  training  and  in  preparing  for  the  highest  level  of  com- 
petition. Our  belief  in  the  independence  of  the  athlete  and  the  importance  of 
the  amateur  tradition  has  held  us  back  from  all-out  government  support. 

As  one  of  your  teammates  said,  and  said  so  well,  "I  wouldn't  trade  any  of  my 
personal  freedom  for  all  the  records  in  the  world."  At  the  same  time  I  believe 
the  Federal  Government  can  do  more  to  help  athletically  talented  young  people 
achieve  their  very,  very  best  in  the  Olympic  competition. 

Earlier  this  year  I  proposed  to  provide  funding  for  the  permanent  winter 
sports  facilities  at  Lake  Placid,  New  York,  to  be  used  for  the  1980  Winter  Olym- 
pics and  thereafter  to  train  future  American  champions.^  We  can  do  more  than 
that  in  the  long  run.  Therefore,  I  am  asking  the  Congress  to  extend  the  life  of 
my  Commission  on  Olympic  Sports  until  January  of  next  year.  In  that  time  I 
am  asking  the  Commission  not  only  to  address  the  problem  of  sports  organiza- 
tion in  the  United  States  but  also  to  recommend  effective  mechanisms  for  fund- 
ing training  and  development  of  our  Olympic  competitors. 

Other  countries  have  found  creative  ideas  other  than  government  funding. 
I  am  confident  we  will  find  ways  in  which  American  athletes  can  be  provided 
the  means  for  Olympic  training  and  development,  while  preserving  their  bona 
fide  amateur  status. 

This  year's  Olympic  games,  as  you  all  know,  had  their  share  of  controversy. 
International  politics  sometimes  threatened  to  overshadow  athletic  achieve- 
ments. In  the  last  week  or  two,  we  have  even  heard  some  people  calling  for  the 
Olympic  flame  to  be  permanently  extinguished.  I  strongly  disagree.  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  Olympic  games  can  be  freed  from  world  politics  in  the  future, 
reviving  the  spirit  of  sacred  armistice  which  prevailed  at  the  original  games 
hundreds  of  years  ago. 

I  am  confident  that  in  the  long  run  the  larger  view  will  prevail — that  a  great 
athletic  performance  is  a  personal  achievement  before  it  is  a  national  achieve- 
ment. Whatever  their  nationality,  all  athletes  are  working  against  the  same 
physical  and  mental  constraints  of  the  human  body,  of  gravity  and  time.  The 
challenges  that  all  athletes  face  in  common  are  more  important  than  the 
boundaries  that  divide  them.  That  is  the  true  spirit  of  the  Olympic  games. 

-  See  Item  438. 
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It  is  in  that  spirit  that  I  pledge  our  efforts  to  ensure  that  in  1980,  at  which 
time  we  will  be  hosting  the  Olympic  games  in  Lake  Placid,  politics  be  kept  out 
of  the  arena.  We  will  welcome  every  team  recognized  by  the  International 
Olympic  Committee.  Attempts  to  use  the  Olympic  games  for  international 
power  politics  will  utimately  backfire.  Our  friend  Jesse  Owens,  here  with 
us  today,  proved  that. 

In  1936  when  Adolph  Hider  was  trying  to  turn  the  games  into  a  spectacle 
that  would  glorify  racist  dogma  of  the  Nazi  state,  there  was  a  strong  movement 
in  the  United  States  against  our  participation  in  the  games.  As  it  turned  out, 
U.S.  participation  in  those  Olympics  provided  a  sharp  rebuke  of  Hitler's  racist 
rubbish.  Five  black  American  athletes  won  eight  gold  medals  in  track  and  field. 
One  American  athlete  in  particular  proved  that  excellence  knows  no  racial  or 
political  limits.  That  man  is  Jesse  Owens. 

I  don't  have  to  tell  any  of  you  who  studied  the  history  of  the  Olympics  of  his 
phenomenal  career.  I  happened  to  be  a  student  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
when  Jesse  Owens  was  a  student  at  Ohio  State— as  Woody  Hayes '  calls  it,  that 
school  up  north.  [Laughter]  I  saw  Jesse  Owens  at  a  Big  10  track  meet  in  Ann 
Arbor,  as  1  of  some  10,000  or  12,000  spectators,  when  he  broke  three  world 
records  and  tied  a  fourth.  His  performance  that  day  in  the  broad  jump— 26 
feet  814  [5  %(j]  inches— was  not  equaled  for  25  years.  It  was  a  triumph  that 
all  of  us  will  remember. 

In  the  1936  Olympics  Jesse  Owens  won  four  gold  medals— the  100  meters, 
the  200  meters,  the  400-meter  relay,  and  the  broad  jump.  He  personally  achieved 
what  no  statesman,  journalist,  or  general  achieved  at  that  time— he  forced 
Adolph  Hider  to  leave  the  stadium  rather  than  acknowledge  the  superb  victories 
of  a  black  American. 

Fifteen  years  later,  revisiting  the  same  stadium,  Jesse  Owens  received  a  stand- 
ing ovation  when  he  urged  his  audience,  and  I  quote,  ''to  stand  fast  with  us  for 
freedom  and  democracy."  Giants  like  Jesse  Owens  show  us  why  politics  will 
never  defeat  the  Olympic  spirit.  His  character,  his  achievements  have  continued 
to  inspire  Americans  as  they  did  the  whole  world  in  1936. 

He  brought  his  own  talents  into  the  service  of  others.  As  a  speaker,  as  an 
author,  as  a  coach,  he  has  inspired  many  young  men  and  women  to  achieve  their 
very  best  for  themselves  and  for  America.  As  an  American  who  rose  from 
poverty  to  a  position  of  leadership,  he  has  motivated  many,  many  others  to  make 
the  most  of  what  America  has  to  offer. 


^  Head  coach  of  the  Ohio  State  University  football  team. 
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Jesse  Owens  is  a  modest  man.  Jesse  may  wonder  why  I  am  singing  his  praises 
here  today. 

Jesse,  would  you  please  step  forward  ? 

Jesse,  it  is  my  privilege  to  present  you  today  with  the  Medal  of  Freedom, 
the  highest  civilian  honor  that  your  country  can  bestow.  And  I  present  you  with 
this  medal  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  For  them  in  particular, 
and  especially  for  the  athletes  like  those  here  today,  your  character,  your  achieve- 
ments will  always  be  a  source  of  inspiration. 

The  citation  reads  as  follows :  "To  Jesse  Owens,  athlete,  humanitarian,  speaker, 
author — a  master  of  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  mechanics  of  sport.  He  is  a  winner 
who  knows  that  winning  is  not  everything.  He  has  shared  with  others  his  cour- 
age, his  dedication  to  the  highest  ideals  of  sportsmanship.  His  achievements  have 
shown  us  all  the  promise  of  America  and  his  faith  in  America  has  inspired 
countless  others  to  do  their  best  for  themselves  and  for  their  country." 

note:   The   President   spoke   at  3:15    p.m.   in   the       is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of  Presiden- 
East  Garden  at  the  White  House.  tial  Documents   (vol.   12,  p.   1245). 

Mr.  Owens'  response  to  the  President's  remarks 

717 

Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Administration 
Efforts  To  Settle  the  Cyprus  Conflict.     August  6,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Pursuant  to  Pubhc  Law  94-104,  I  am  submitting  my  fifth  periodic  report 
on  the  progress  of  the  Cyprus  negotiations  and  the  efforts  this  Administration 
is  making  to  help  find  a  lasting  solution  to  the  problems  of  the  island.  In  pre- 
vious reports  I  have  emphasized  my  strong  desire  to  see  a  just  and  lasting  settle- 
ment. I  have  review^ed  in  detail  the  efforts  this  Administration  has  made  to  help 
realize  that  achievement,  and  the  progress  that  has  been  made  thus  far.  I  have 
indicated  that  v^hile  a  Cyprus  solution  cannot  be  dictated  by  the  United  States, 
or  imposed  by  any  outside  party  there  are  certain  elements  w^hich  are  con- 
sidered essential  to  an  equitable  settlement.  These  I  detailed  for  the  Congress 
in  my  report  of  December  8, 1975. 

These  essential  elements  have  not  changed.  Nor  has  my  conviction,  voiced 
in  earlier  reports,  that  real  progress  can  be  achieved  provided  mutual  distrust 
and  suspicions  are  set  aside  and  both  parties  forego  rhetoric  v^hich  needlessly 
hinders  the  search  for  a  just  settlement. 
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We  have  lost  no  opportunity  to  contribute  to  our  common  goal  of  achieving 
a  Cyprus  solution.  I  have  discussed  the  Cyprus  problem  at  length  v^ith  the 
Foreign  Ministers  of  Greece  and  Turkey.  At  the  Summit  Conference  in  Puerto 
Rico  in  June  1976,  I  spoke  about  Cyprus  with  leaders  of  the  major  industrial 
nations.  Secretary  Kissinger  has  also  devoted  considerable  effort  to  achieving 
a  favorable  atmosphere  for  discussions,  continuing  personally  to  press  our  viev^s 
at  the  highest  levels  in  Athens  and  Ankara.  Our  Ambassadors  in  Greece,  Tur- 
key and  Cyprus  have  worked  unstintingly  to  help  bring  the  two  sides  together 
in  an  atmosphere  of  true  negotiation;  and  we  have  strongly  and  continuously 
supported  the  efforts  of  United  Nations  Secretary  General  Waldheim  to  achieve 
this  same  end.  In  spite  of  all  these  efforts,  we  have  been  unsuccessful  thus  far 
in  getting  the  parties  to  set  aside  procedural  problems  and  to  move  on  to  discus- 
sions of  the  key  substantive  issues,  such  as  territory. 

The  process  of  finding  a  solution  to  the  Cyprus  problem  has  been  carried 
forward  through  intercommunal  talks  between  the  two  Cypriot  sides,  under 
the  aegis  of  Secretary  General  Waldheim.  These  talks  have  been  in  recess  since 
February.  Lower-level  "humanitarian"  talks,  now  also  in  recess,  have  produced 
limited  progress  on  subsidiary  issues,  but  have  left  the  central  points  of  con- 
tention unresolved.  Meanwhile  new  frictions  continue  to  arise  on  the  island 
as  each  side  seeks  to  maintain  or  improve  its  position,  either  locally  on  the  island 
or  on  the  wider  international  stage. 

We  continue  to  seek  solutions  for  the  ongoing  humanitarian  problems  of 
those  who  were  displaced  from  their  homes  on  Cyprus  by  the  conflict  of  1974. 
The  United  States,  through  the  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees,  has 
contributed  some  $25  million  in  each  of  the  past  two  years  to  help  to  alleviate 
these  problems.  On  Cyprus,  new  programs  to  provide  housing  for  those  dis- 
placed are  underway.  With  these  programs,  we  would  hope  that  most  of  those 
Cypriots  still  living  in  temporary  dwellings — now  down  to  about  10  percent 
of  the  original  number  of  refugees — could  be  in  new  homes  by  early  next  year. 
In  support  of  this  effort  our  program  of  humanitarian  assistance  will  continue 
in  the  coming  year. 

Secretary  General  Waldheim's  Special  Representative  on  Cyprus,  Ambas- 
sador Perez  de  Cuellar,  has  recently  engaged  in  discussions  in  Ankara,  Athens 
and  Nicosia  with  a  view  to  developing  a  basis  for  an  early  resumption  of  the 
intercommunal  talks.  The  United  States  has  strongly  supported  these  efforts 
and  will  remain  in  close  contact  with  the  Secretary  General  in  the  days  imme- 
diately ahead. 

On  July  29  of  this  year  I  met  with  Bulent  Ecevit,  the  Turkish  opposition 
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leader,  and  stressed  the  compelling  need  for  a  more  conciliatory  approach  by 
both  sides.  Moreover,  we  have  again  been  active  v^ith  our  European  allies  to 
insure  that  all  avenues  are  explored  in  the  search  for  a  settlement. 

Though  there  are  many  proposals  for  a  settlement  of  the  situation  on  Cyprus, 
the  only  solution  w^hich  v^ill  restore  domestic  tranquility  for  all  the  citizens 
of  that  island  is  one  which  they  work  out  among  themselves.  We  are  dedicating 
our  efforts  to  assisting  in  the  resumption  of  negotiations  which  will  achieve  the 
goal  we  share — an  equitable  and  just  peace  on  Cyprus.  This  Administration, 
with  the  support  of  the  Congress,  will  continue  actively  to  encourage  that 
process  in  every  way  possible. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  6,  1976. 

718 

Remarks  Urging  Congressional  Enactment  of  the  National 
Swine  Flu  Immunization  Program.     Augut  6,  1976 

I  HAVE  been  following  with  great  concern  the  investigations  into  the  cause  of 
the  tragic  outbreak  of  illness  in  Pennsylvania  this  past  week."^  All  Americans 
join  me  in  their  sympathy  for  the  families  of  more  than  20  people  who  have  died 
and  their  hope  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  those  currently  under  treatment. 

I  am  greatly  relieved  of  course  that  these  tragic  deaths  were  not  the  result  of 
swine  flu.  But  let  us  remember  one  thing:  they  could  have  been.  The  threat  of 
swine  flu  outbreak  this  year  is  still  very,  very  genuine.  Data  from  the  scientific 
community  clearly  supports  the  need  for  a  full-scale  inoculation  program.  Clini- 
cal tests  conducted  to  date  clearly  demonstrate  that  the  vaccine  is  both  safe  and 
effective.  There  is  no  excuse  to  let  the  legislative  program  that  I  proposed  7 
weeks  ago — a  program  that  could  safeguard  the  lives  of  many,  many  Ameri- 
cans— be  delayed  any  longer. 

HEW  Secretary  Mathews  and  the  leaders  of  Congress  reported  to  me  on  Wed- 
nesday that  after  long  hours  of  hearings,  discussions,  negotiations.  Congress 
finally  would  act  yesterday  to  pass  legislation  to  provide  swine  flu  vaccine  to  all 
the  American  people.  Needless  to  say,  I  was  keenly  disappointed  to  learn  last 


^  The  President  was  referring  to  the  outbreak  of  a  flu-like  illness  which  caused  the  death  of  several  persons 
attending  a  State  American  Legion  convention  in  Philadelphia,  July  21-24. 
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evening  that  the  news  from  the  doctors  in  Pennsylvania  had  led  to  another 
slow^dov^n  in  the  Congress. 

I  am  frankly  very  dumfounded  to  know  that  the  Congress,  which  took  the 
time  and  effort  to  enact  illadvised  legislation  to  exempt  its  own  Members  from 
certain  State  income  taxes,  has  failed  to  act  to  protect  215  million  Americans 
from  the  threat  of  swine  flu.  Drug  manufacturers  have  produced  over  100  mil- 
lion doses  of  swine  flu  vaccine  in  bulk  form,  but  that  vaccine  has  not  been  pre- 
pared in  suitable  dosage  form,  pending  action  by  the  Congress. 

Because  of  these  legislative  delays,  we  are,  at  this  very  moment,  at  least  6  weeks 
away  from  beginning  an  effective  inoculation  program.  Had  Congress  acted 
promptly  after  I  submitted  my  proposal,  we  would  have  been  in  a  position  to 
dispatch  the  shipments  of  vaccine  today. 

Further  delay  in  this  urgently  needed  legislation  is  unconscionable.  I  call  on 
the  Congress  to  act  now — before  its  next  recess — so  that  the  health  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  will  be  fully  protected. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  3:38  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 

719 

Statement  on  Senate  Action  Rejecting  an  Income  Tax 
Exemption  Proposal,     August  6,  1976 

THE  CONGRESS  has  been  working  on  tax  reform  for  over  3  years.  The  Sen- 
ate is  presently  considering  a  15600-page  document  filled  with  hundreds  of  pro- 
visions and  scores  of  amendments,  some  of  which  are  good,  but  many  of  which 
would  benefit  special  interests. 

This  afternoon  the  Senate  tabled  a  simple,  straightforward  proposal,  offered 
by  Senator  Dole,  to  raise  the  personal  income  tax  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000 
a  year.  The  vote  was  57-29. 

This  proposed  amendment  would  reduce  the  total  tax  liabilities  of  Americans 
by  $10.2  billion  annually.  This  represents  a  tax  saving  of  $193  a  year  for  a  family 
of  four  earning  $14,000. 

I  regret  that  the  Senate  has  rejected  this  amendment  which  would  benefit  all 
taxpayers  and  would  promote  real  equity  in  the  tax  system. 
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Remarks  at  the  Conclusion  of  the  International  Eucharistic 
Congress  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.     August  8,  1976 

Your  Eminence  Cardinal  Knox,  papal  legate  for  His  Holiness  Pope  Paul,  Your 
Eminence  Cardinal  Krol,  distinguished  clergy  from  all  over  the  world,  dear 
friends: 

I  am  deeply  honored  by  your  invitation  to  be  with  you  for  the  conclusion  of 
this  41st  International  Eucharistic  Congress  and  to  reiterate  on  behalf  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America  our  most  heartfelt  welcome  to  our  many 
guests  from  all  over  the  world. 

It  is  an  inspiring  demonstration  of  all  the  world's  hunger  for  peace  and  under- 
standing that  these  Congresses  are  able  to  unite  citizens  of  more  than  100  nations 
in  common  purpose  and  common  prayer. 

It  is  fitting  that  you  gather  here  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love^  where  200  years 
ago  my  country  declared  its  national  independence  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
protection  of  divine  providence.  That  reliance  has  never  failed  us  and  has  been 
reinforced  by  the  equally  firm  devotion  of  Americans  to  freedom  of  worship 
and  freedom  of  conscience  for  all  who  have  come  to  us  throughout  the  centuries. 
These  fundamental  freedoms  are  not  only  written  into  our  Constitution  and 
our  laws  but  they  are  written  in  our  hearts  as  well. 

On  this  occasion  we  celebrate  the  church's  contribution  to  building  a  more 
peaceful  world.  We  salute  you  for  giving  depth  and  direction  to  the  world  com- 
munity in  every  age.  For  millions  of  men  and  women,  the  church  has  been  the 
hospital  for  the  soul,  the  schoolroom  for  the  mind,  and  the  safe  depository  for 
moral  ideals.  It  has  given  unity  and  purpose  to  the  affairs  of  man.  It  has  been 
a  vital  institution  for  protecting  and  proclaiming  the  ultimate  values  of  life 
itself. 

We  are  rightly  concerned  today  about  the  rising  tide  of  secularism  across  the 
world.  I  share  your  deep  appreciation  (apprehension)  about  the  increased  irrev- 
erence for  life.  The  supreme  value  of  every  person  to  whom  life  is  given  by  God 
is  a  belief  that  comes  to  us  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  confirmed  by  all  the  great 
leaders  of  the  church. 

Our  commitment  to  the  unique  role  of  the  family  relationship  is  also  basic 
to  our  faith.  There  are  no  adequate  substitutes  for  father,  mother,  and  children 
bound  together  in  a  loving  commitment  to  nurture  and  to  protect.  No  govern- 
ment, no  matter  how  well  intentioned,  can  ever  take  the  place  of  the  family  in 
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the  scheme  of  things.  The  family  circle  suggests  a  oneness  similar  to  that  of  the 
church  family  in  that  which  we  strive  to  achieve  in  the  human  family. 

I  remember  a  poem  that  my  mother  taught  me  as  a  young  boy,  by  the  great 
American  poet  Edwin  Markham,  which  beautifully  expresses  the  determina- 
tion that  we  must  move  beyond  tolerance  to  love.  It  goes  like  this  : 

"He  drew  a  circle  that  shut  me  out — 
Heretic,  rebel,  a  thing  to  flout. 
But  Love  and  I  had  the  wit  to  win : 
We  drew  a  circle  that  took  him  in." 

I  am  moved  that  you  have  brought  me  in,  within  this  great  circle  today,  and 
by  the  spirit  of  love  and  service  that  animates  it.  I  hope  that  we  all,  whatever 
our  country  or  creed,  will  continue  to  draw  larger  and  larger  circles  until  that 
day  in  His  good  time  when  all  God's  people  are  one. 

As  we  work  together  for  a  better  world  where  our  brothers  and  sisters  are  free 
from  hunger  and  fear,  let  us  keep  our  hearts  free  from  pride  and  hate  in  the  spirit 
of  this  old  familiar  prayer  of  the  good  St.  Francis : 

"Lord,  make  me  an  instrument  of  Thy  [Your]  peace. 

Where  there  is  hatred  let  me  sow  love; 

Where  there  is  injury,  pardon; 

Where  there  is  doubt,  faith; 

Where  there  is  despair,  hope; 

Where  there  is  darkness,  light ; 

Where  there  is  sadness,  joy." 
God  bless,  and  may  you  have  a  safe  journey  to  your  homes. 
Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:43  p.m.  at  John  referred  to  John  Cardinal  Krol,  archbishop  of 
F.  Kennedy  Stadium.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he        Philadelphia. 

721 

Statement  on  Signing  a  Supplemental  Security 
Income  Bill.     August  11,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  with  considerable  reluctance  H.R.  14514,  a  bill  w^hich  would 
permit  the  State  of  California  to  provide  direct  financial  assistance  rather  than 
food  stamps  to  beneficiaries  of  the  Supplemental  Security  Income  program  in 
that  State,  under  certain  conditions.  The  Supplemental  Security  Income  pro- 
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gram  and  the  food  stamp  program  are  both  national  in  scope,  and  it  should  not 
be  necessary  to  enact  a  special  bill  because  of  the  situation  in  a  particular  State. 

The  Congress  has  for  many  years  been  aware  of  the  deficiencies  in  legislation 
affecting  the  eligibility  for  food  stamps  of  Supplemental  Security  Income  re- 
cipients. The  situation  in  California  is  only  one  result  of  the  failure  of  the  Con- 
gress to  enact  my  comprehensive  food  stamp  reform  bill  which  is  essential  for 
improved  administration  of  the  food  stamp  program  in  all  States.  Making  ex- 
ceptions for  special  situations  is  a  poor  substitute  for  definitive  corrective  legis- 
lative action  on  the  food  stamp  program. 

Another  disturbing  aspect  of  H.R.  14514  is  that  if  California  elects  to  continue 
to  provide  cash  instead  of  food  stamps  after  1976,  the  bill  would  require  that 
the  State  pass  through  to  SSI  recipients  all  cost-of-living  increases  in  the  Federal 
SSI  amount.  My  administration  has  opposed  the  principle  of  a  mandatory  pass- 
through  for  States  in  the  past  because  it  would  limit  the  States'  discretion  to 
decide  their  own  supplementary  benefit  levels.  I  recognize  that  this  legislation 
would  permit  California  to  remove  itself  from  the  congressionally  imposed 
restriction  upon  action  by  the  State  legislature.  Nevertheless,  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  Federal  Government  should  mandate  varying  levels  of  SSI  benefits 
in  all  States  simply  because  a  few  States  in  prior  years  elected  to  give  recipients 
cash  in  place  of  food  stamps. 

I  recognize  that  some  interim  resolution  of  the  uncertain  situation  in  Cali- 
fornia is  necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  senior  citizens  and  other  SSI  recipients. 
Therefore,  I  am  signing  this  bill.  I  must,  however,  state  my  strong  objection  to 
the  use  of  such  narrowly  focused  remedies  instead  of  proceeding  with  the  broad 
reforms  that  are  needed. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  act  without  further  delay  on  my  food  stamp  reform 
proposals  that  have  been  before  it  since  October  1975. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  14514,  approved  August  10,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-379   (90  Stat.  1111). 

722 

Remarks  at  President  Ford  Committee  Headquarters 
in  Washington,  D.C.     August  11,  1976 

Elly,  Rog,  and  all  of  the  wonderful  people  on  the  staff,  those  paid  and  those 
volunteers: 

Let  me  first  thank  all  of  you  for  this  wonderful  opportunity  to  come  over  here. 

Elly,  that's  an  unbelievable  number — 240,924.  I  am  sure  glad  they  are  on 
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my  side  and  not  against  me.  [Laughter]  But  I  do  want  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion to  them  through  you.  When  we  first  talked,  Elly,  we  discussed,  as  you 
indicated,  if  we  could  get  50,000  women  actively  involved  on  behalf  of  President 
Ford  and  Betty,  we  would  be  doing  very  well.  This  is  a  magnificent  effort  on 
your  part  and  a  tremendous  expression  of  the  power  of  women  in  a  political 
campaign.  I  am  sure  it  has  had  a  tremendous  impact  on  the  preconvention.  I  am 
absolutely  certain  it  will  be  a  significant  contributor  to  our  victory  in  November, 
and  I  thank  you  and  I  thank  them. 

But  in  addition,  I  would  like  to  express  Betty's  and  my  deep  appreciation 
for  all  of  the  people  who  have  worked  here  in  whatever  capacity.  I  know  it  has 
meant  a  great  deal  of  sacrifice  in  your  own  time,  and  your  famiUes  have  like- 
wise been  called  upon  to  sacrifice  during  your  absence.  So,  we  not  only  express 
our  appreciation  to  those  here  but  to  those  who  have  kept  the  home  fires  burning 
while  you  were  working  on  our  behalf. 

Secondly,  I  know  a  good  many  of  you  are  going  out  to  Kansas  City.  I  know 
many  of  you  will  be  staying  here  and  helping  the  office,  to  keep  it  going,  so  we 
will  be  ready  on  Thursday  morning  to  go  out  and  get  the  campaign  going  so 
we  can  win  on  November  2. 

I  don't  intend  to  make  a  speech.  I  will  save  that  for  next  Thursday  night.  I 
might  add,  it's  coming  along  very,  very  well.  [Laughter]  We  have  lots  of  good 
things  to  say  about  the  Republican  Party,  and  we  have  a  few  comments  we 
would  like  to  make  about  the  Democratic  Party.  But  most  of  all  we  are  going 
to  talk  about  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the  American  people,  which  I  think 
have  been  ignited  since  the  Bicentennial,  our  200th  birthday,  on  July  4. 

There  is  a  new  spirit  in  this  country.  It's  a  new  spirit  that  we  can  get  going 
and  keep  going  for  the  next  4  years,  so  that  the  next  96  years  will  be  even  better 
for  those  generations  to  follow. 

Let  me  express  again  Betty's  appreciation,  my  gratitude.  I  can  assure  you 
that  we  will  be  out  there  working,  because  we  feel  that  what  we  have  done  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  to  do  an  even  better  job  for  the  American  people. 

But  all  of  you  have  contributed  very  significantly  to  this  great  win  in  Kansas 
City,  and  even  a  greater  victory  in  November. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke   at   4:04   p.m.   at   the  Committee,  who  organized  "Women  for  President 

offices  located  at  1828  L  Street  NW.  In  his  opening  Ford,"  which  recruited  240,924  women  in  50  States; 

remarks,  he  referred  to  Elly  Peterson,  deputy  chair-  and  Rogers  C.  B.  Morton,  chairman  of  the  Presi- 

man    of    special    groups    for    the    President    Ford  dent  Ford   Committee. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  National  Swine  Flu 
Immunization  Program  of  1976.     August  12,  191 G 

Secretary  Mathews,  Congressman  Carter,  Dr.  Cooper,  distinguished  members 
of  the  medical  profession,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  deeply  appreciative  that  the  Congress,  as  one  of  their  final  actions  be- 
fore the  scheduled  recess,  sent  to  me  for  signature  the  National  Swine  Flu 
Immunization  Program  of  1976.  And  I  would  like  to  express  my  deep  ap- 
preciation to  the  bipartisan  leadership  of  both  the  House  and  the  Senate  and 
responsible  leaders  in  the  committees  that  had  jurisdiction  for  their  cooperation 
in  making  certain  that  this  legislation  got  to  the  White  House  on  time  for  us 
to  carry  forth  this  program. 

This  program  will  permit  the  Federal  Government  to  assure  appropriate 
liability  protection  for  those  who  manufacture,  distribute,  and  administer  this 
lifesaving  vaccine.  The  program  also  provides  a  claims  procedure  for  those  who 
might  be  injured.  Scientific  and  medical  evidence  continues  to  support  the 
need  for  a  swine  flu  inoculation  program.  A  vaccine  has  been  developed  that 
is  both  safe  and  effective,  with  a  very  low  risk  of  adverse  reactions. 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  to  move  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  make  this  vaccine  available  to  all  Americans.  I  strongly 
reaffirm  my  commitment  to  this  program,  which  will  afford  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans protection  against  an  outbreak  of  swine  flu  this  winter. 

I  say  again,  I  am  grateful  that  the  Congress  did  take  this  action  so  this 
program  could  continue. 

note:    The   President    spoke    at    12:12    p.m.    at    a  ment  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare;  and  Rep- 
ceremony  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  resentative  Tim  Lee  Carter  of  Kentucky. 
In    his    opening    remarks,    he    referred    to    David  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  3735)  is  Public  Law  94- 
Mathews,  Secretary,  Dr.  Theodore  Cooper,  Assistant  380    (90    Stat.    1113). 
Secretary  for  Health,  Public  Health  Service,  Depart- 
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Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  H.  Guyford  Stever  as 
Director  of  the  Office  of  Science  and  Technology 
Policy.     August  12,  1976 

Mr.  Vice  President,  Dr.  Stever  and  Mrs.  Stever,  distinguished  guests: 

Ever  since  I  first  came  to  the  Congress  I  have  had  a  great  interest  in  science  and 
technology.  I  recall  very  vividly  my  first  exposure,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  to  military  research  and  development  programs.  And  sub- 
sequently, I  had  the  opportunity  to  serve  on  the  select  committee  that  changed 
NACA  to  NASA,  and  subsequently  became  very  interested  in  the  space  program 
itself. 

As  I  recall,  the  first  science  adviser  to  the  President  was  made  under  President 
Eisenhower  by  Executive  order.  Subsequently,  of  course,  after  a  few  years  it  was 
discontinued.  But  the  Vice  President  and  I,  quite  a  few  months  ago,  felt  that  it 
would  be  highly  beneficial  if  we  would  establish  an  office  of  science  and  tech- 
nology in  the  White  House  by  statute. 

The  Vice  President  worked  very  closely  with  the  Members  of  the  House  and 
Senate  committees,  and  finally  legislation  was  recently  enacted  to  establish  the 
Office  of  Science  and  Technology  [Policy]  in  the  White  House,  with  the  man 
holding  that  position  to  be  the  personal  adviser  to  the  President  on  these  im- 
portant subjects. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  participate  in  the  ceremony  today  when  Dr.  Guy  Stever 
will  be  sworn  in  by  the  Vice  President  to  this  first  office.  Dr.  Stever  was  on  the 
faculty  at  MIT,  subsequently  served  as  president  of  Carnegie-Mellon  University, 
and  for  some  time  has  been  the  head  of  the  National  Science  Foundation. 

We  are  very,  very  fortunate  to  have  a  man  like  Guy  Stever  to  take  this  oath  of 
office  for  this  important  responsibility.  And  I  want  to  thank  you,  Guy,  for  assum- 
ing this  job  and  initiating  this  program.  We  are  proud  of  what  you  have  done, 
and  we  are  extremely  fortunate  to  have  someone  like  yourself  undertaking  this 
new  responsibility. 

I  congratulate  you  and  wish  you  well.  And  now  will  the  Vice  President  act 
in  the  capacity  as  a  justice  or  officer  of  the  Government  ? 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:51  p.m.  at  a  cere-  Mr.  Stever's  response  to  the  President's  remarks 

mony  in   the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  is   printed    in    the   Weekly    Compilation    of   Prcsi- 

Vice  President  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  administered  dential   Documents    (vol.    12,   p.    1257). 
the  oath  of  office. 
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Veto  of  the  Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide 
Extension  Bill.     August  14,  1976 

[Dated  August  13,  1976.    Released  August  14,  1976] 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning,  without  my  approval,  H.R.  12944,  a  bill  "To  extend  the  Fed- 
eral Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide  Act,  as  amended,  for  six  months." 
If  the  only  purpose  of  the  bill  were  that  set  forth  in  its  caption  I  would  have  no 
reservations  about  it. 

The  bill  would,  however,  also  make  a  serious  substantive  change  in  the  law.  It 
would  subject  rules  and  regulations  issued  under  authority  of  the  Act  to  a  60-day 
review  period  during  which  either  House  of  Congress  may  disapprove  the  rule 
or  regulation  by  simple  resolution. 

As  I  have  indicated  on  previous  occasions,  I  believe  that  provisions  for  review 
of  regulations  and  other  action  by  resolutions  of  one-house  or  concurrent  reso- 
lution are  unconstitutional.  They  are  contrary  to  the  general  principle  of  sepa- 
ration of  power  whereby  Congress  enacts  laws  but  the  President  and  the  agencies 
of  government  execute  them.  Furthermore,  they  violate  Article  I,  section  7  which 
requires  that  resolutions  having  the  force  of  law  be  sent  to  the  President  for  his 
signature  or  veto.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  Constitution  for  the  procedure 
contemplated  by  this  bill. 

Congress  has  been  considering  bills  of  this  kind  in  increasing  number.  At  my 
direction,  the  Attorney  General  moved  recently  to  intervene  in  a  lawsuit  chal- 
lenging the  constitutionality  of  a  comparable  section  of  the  Federal  election  law. 
I  hope  that  Congress  will  reconsider  H.R.  12944  and  pass  a  bill  which  omits  this 
provision. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  13, 1976. 

note:  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Agriculture  Committee  on  Aug.  23,  1976. 
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Remarks  Upon  Arrival  at  the  1976  Republican  National 
Convention  Headquarters  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
August  15,  1976 

IT  IS  wonderful  to  be  back  in  Kansas  City.  What  a  wonderful  welcome.  And  I 
can  say  without  any  hesitation  or  qualification,  this  is  the  kind  of  enthusiasm  that 
will  give  us  a  victory  on  Wednesday  night. 

Now,  let  me  say  I  am  not  going  to  make  a  speech.  But  I  do  want  to  introduce 
some  very  good,  very  close  friends  of  mine:  first,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  Nelson  Rockefeller;  then,  one  of  my  best  friends  and  one  of  the 
most  ardent  and  effective  supporters,  a  great  Governor  of  my  State,  Governor 
Bill  Milliken,  and  Mrs.  Milliken;  then,  another  very  good  friend— and  you 
can't  miss  him— the  chairman  of  the  President  Ford  Committee,  Rog  Morton. 

I  have  got  a  few  of  the  members  of  my  wonderful  family  here.  First,  a  young 
lady  who  is  going  to  be  a  temporary  resident  of  the  great  State  of  Kansas  when 
she  goes  to — she  will  be  entering  Kansas  University  this  fall.  She  loves  her 
photography  like  I  love  those  uncommitted  delegates.  [Laughter^  Susan. 

And  then,  our  third  son,  Steve,  he  likes  to  ride  the  ranges  up  in  Montana  or 
Utah  or  California.  He's  promised  to  stay  in  the  saddle  for  the  next  4  years. 
[Laughterl  Then  Jack,  who  has  been  out  campaigning  month  after  month  after 
month.  Jack  Ford. 

And  then  last  but  not  least,  the  most  effective  campaigner  in  the  Ford  family 
[Betty  Ford].  She  has  more  President  buttons  with  her  name  on  it  than  I  do. 
[Laughter'] 

Mike  and  his  wonderful  wif e,^  Gayle,  are  going  to  come  out  here  on  Tuesday. 
The  whole  Ford  family  will  be  here  for  a  reunion  before  we  win  on  Wednesday 
night. 

Thank  you  all.  We  are  really  just  tremendously  impressed  with  the  warmth, 
the  numbers,  and  the  wonderful  welcome  that  you  have  all  given  us.  Let  me  say 
we  will  not  let  you  down,  and  we  know  we  are  going  to  win.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:22  p.m.  in  the  Century  Room  at  the  Crown  Center  Hotel. 
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Remarks  on  Greeting  The  Presidentials,  a  President  Ford 
Youth  Group,  in  Kansas  City.     August  16,  1976 

WOW,  what  a  meeting.  What  a  convention.  What  a  victory  Wednesday  night. 

Let  me  be  serious  just  a  minute.  On  behalf  of  Mike  and  Gayle,  Jack,  Steve, 
and  Susan,  and  of  course,  Betty,  and  especially  on  my  ow^n  behalf,  I  v^ant  to  thank 
all  of  the  great  Presidentials  for  being  here  on  your  ov^n  and  doing  a  great  job. 

We  have  had  a  tough  2  years.  We  have  done  a  good  job.  But  everytime  the  go- 
ing got  rougher  and  rougher,  everytime  v^e  had  a  hard,  tough  decision  to  make — 
and  v^e  did — I  had  the  feeling  that  the  young  people  in  this  country  understood 
the  problems  and  were  on  our  side. 

But  let  me,  if  I  might,  take  just  a  minute.  Your  parents,  your  grandparents, 
have  made  a  great  effort  over  their  lifetime  to  make  this  a  good  country.  But  they 
wanted  to  make  it  a  good  country  for  one  single  reason — because  they  wanted 
their  children  and  their  grandchildren  to  have  a  better  America  for  themselves 
than  they  did  for  themselves.  That  is  what  you  want  for  your  children,  and  that 
is  why  you  are  so  idealistic,  that  is  why  you  have  a  cause,  that  is  why  you  are 
here — because  you  believe  in  something,  something  good  about  America. 

You  want  peace  at  home,  and  you  want  peace  throughout  the  world.  I  am  on 
your  side.  In  the  last  2  years  we  have  healed  America  at  home.  And  in  the  last 
2  years  we  have  achieved  peace  abroad,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  abroad. 

Our  Nation  is  trusted,  respected.  We  have  the  military  capability  and  the  dip- 
lomatic skill  to  keep  peace.  And  with  the  strength  and  the  hopes  and  the  aspira- 
tions and  the  visions  of  the  American  people,  including  all  of  the  wonderful 
young  people,  America  will  continue  to  be  the  leader  of  the  world,  and  we  will 
keep  the  peace. 

The  young  people  of  this  country  want  their  environment  at  home  expanded. 
They  want  it  better — more  parks,  a  better  life  for  when  they  go  on  vacation,  a 
better  life  when  they  live  in  their  urban  centers  or  on  their  farm.  They  want  an 
environment  that  will  make  this  country  the  kind  of  a  country  where  we  can 
have  a  quality  of  life,  not  today,  not  tomorrow,  but  during  this  next  century.  I 
am  on  your  side. 

The  American  people,  especially  our  youth,  want  to  help  the  economy  with 
jobs.  I  am  on  your  side.  The  opposition  party  talks  about  statistics  as  far  as  un- 
employment is  concerned.  The  only  criteria  that  I  use  is  that  every  American — 
white  and  black,  old  and  young — who  wants  a  job  has  a  job. 

Our  country  has  grown  from  13  poor,  struggling  colonies  with  less  than  3 
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million  people  200  years  ago.  For  the  first  100  years  of  our  Nation's  history,  we 
developed  the  greatest  form  of  government  in  the  history  of  mankind.  And 
then,  in  the  second  century  of  America's  history,  v^e  v^ere  the  leaders  in  develop- 
ing an  industrial  revolution  that  made  it  possible  for  us  to  lead  the  v^orld  in 
worldly  goods. 

But  it  is  my  feeling  that  in  our  third  century— and  I  think  this  came  through 
during  that  wonderful  Fourth  of  July  celebration — we  have  to  make  the  third 
century  o£  America  the  century  of  the  individual,  so  that  he  lives — we  have  to 
have  the  opportunity  for  that  individual,  wherever  he  or  she  may  live,  a  cen- 
tury where  we  have  peace  abroad  and  peace  at  home;  where  we  have  the  en- 
vironment where  a  quality  of  life  is  meaningful  to  each  and  every  one  of  us; 
where  a  job  is  not  just  a  government-promised  job,  but  a  job  with  some  real 
commonsense,  with  an  opportunity  for  advancement  and  permanency;  a  third 
century  where  you  and  your  children  and  your  grandchildren  can  have  a  vision 
for  a  broadened  opportunity  for  each  and  every  one  of  you  every  day  of  every 
year.  We  have  to  have  that  vision  of  a  better  America. 

Our  forefathers  gave  us  much — a  good  government,  the  opportunity  to  in- 
crease our  worldly  goods — but  if  we  don't  keep  and  strengthen  the  opportunity 
for  individual  liberty,  all  of  which  we  believe  in  won't  have  much  meaning. 
And  so  I  say  to  you,  Jerry  Ford  is  on  your  side.  I  will  stand  with  you,  work  with 
you,  and  we  will  win  a  great  victory  on  Wednesday. 

You  have  got  a  thousand  wonderful  young  people  here  today,  but  we  have 
to  multiply  and  multiply  and  multiply  our  efforts  so  we  win  on  November  2, 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:50  a.m.  at  the  Trade  Mart  Building. 
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Remarks  to  President  Ford  Committee  Staff 
in  Kansas  City.     August  18 ,  1976 

LET  ME  just  thank  all  of  you  that  I  didn't  have  a  chance  to  express  my 
appreciation  with  a  handshake. 

It  was  a  great  night  last  night,  and  it  came  about  because  of  all  the  hard 
work  of  people  like  yourselves,  not  only  here  but  all  over  the  country.  It  is  a 
big  step  toward  the  result  that  we  are  going  to  get  tonight  and  the  more 
important  result  we  are  going  to  get  November  2. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:45  a.m.  in  the  Liberty  Room  at  the  Crown  Center  Hotel. 
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Remarks  to  the  New  York  Delegation  at  the  1976 
Republican  National  Convention  in  Kansas  City. 
August  18,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  much,  Dic\,  Mr,  Vice  President,  Senator  Javits,  the  congres- 
sional delegation  from  the  State  of  New  Yor\,  my  good  friend,  Louis  Lef- 
kjowitz,  my  also  very  good  friend,  the  man  that  should  have  been  the  present 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Netv  Yor\,  Malcolm  Wilson,  and  all  of  the  wonder- 
ful delegates  and  alternates  from  the  Empire  State: 

I  thank  you  very,  very  much.  I  sat  there  watching  the  television  as  v^e  went 
down  the  roUcall  last  night,  and  it  was  certainly  comforting  to  know  that 
under  the  leadership  of  your  great  State  chairman  and  all  of  the  people  that 
work  with  him  that  we  were  going  to  get  an  awful  lot  of  delegates  voting  right 
last  night — [laughter] — and  134  sounded  great  at  that  point.  I  thank  you,  Dick, 
and  I  thank  all  of  those  that  stood  with  us.  It  was  a  good  fight.  I  was  impressed 
that  we  did  it  the  right  way  because  we  were  on  the  right  side  of  the  issue. 

But  now  let  me  say  that  the  ball  game  is  not  over.  I  have  seen  an  awful  lot  of 
good  ball  teams  lose  when  they  didn't  play  until  the  final  whistle.  We  have  got 
the  final  part  of  this  game,  as  far  as  this  convention  is  concerned,  this  evening. 
The  contribution  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  delegation  here  can  be 
extremely  significant,  just  as  it  was  last  night.  I  am  absolutely  confident  that 
we  will  do  in  New  York  tonight  as  we  did  last  night — and  I  hope  even  better. 

But  when  we  are  all  through  with  the  contest  tonight,  we  have  to  be  absolutely 
certain  and  positive  that  in  New  York,  in  Michigan,  in  the  other  48  States,  that 
we  leave  that  convention  as  a  party  unified  for  the  philosophy,  for  the  point 
of  view,  for  what  we  believe  so  deeply.  And  if  we  do,  we  can  win  that  election 
on  November  2.  Let  me  say,  as  the  nominee  I  will  maximize  my  efforts.  I  will 
do  everything  possible  to  make  sure  that  we  march  arm  in  arm,  shoulder  to 
shoulder  for  the  next  75  days  so  victory  is  assured  for  the  American  people. 

So,  I  would  just  like  to  thank  you  all.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
many  of  you  over  the  years  as  I  have  campaigned  in,  I  think,  virtually  every 
part  of  the  great  State  of  New  York.  I  would  just  like  to  reemphasize  and 
reiterate  my  appreciation  for  the  support  you  have  given  me,  not  just  last  night 
but  over  some  tough  months.  Betty  and  I  are  most  grateful. 

I  would  just  like  to  wander  through  the  crowd  and  express  that  appreciation 
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not  by  words,  but  by  a  handshake  and  a  personal  expression  of  our  gratitude  and 
gratefulness.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The  President   spoke   at   5:30   p.m.   in   the  ator  Jacob  K.  Javits  of  New  York,  Louis  J.  Lef- 

Century  Room  at  the  Crown  Center  Hotel.  In  his  kowitz,    New    York    State    attorney    general,    and 

opening   remarks,   he   referred    to   Richard    Rosen-  Governor  Malcolm  Wilson  of  New  York  1974-75. 
baum.  New  York  State  Republican  chairman,  Sen- 
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Exchange  With  Governor  Ronald  Reagan  and  a  Question-and- 
Answer  Session  With  Reporters  in  Kansas  City. 
August  19,  1976 

The  President.  Governor  Reagan,  I  came  over  to  the  hotel  for  the  purpose  of 
congratulating  you  on  a  very  fine  campaign,  expressing  to  you  our  compliments 
for  the  outstanding  organization  that  you  had.  You  really  got  us  in  shape. 

I  think  the  campaign  you  waged  and  the  organization  you  put  together  was 
beneficial  to  the  campaign  that  we  have,  beginning  right  away  to  defeat  the 
Democratic  nominees  and  to  make  certain  that  our  philosophy  prevails  for  the 
next  4  years. 

I  thank  you  for  your  indication  of  full  support,  and  again,  I  congratulate  you 
for  a  fine  campaign.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Governor  Reagan.  Mr.  President,  my  congratulations  to  you.  It  was  a  good 
fight.  Mom,  and  he  won.  My  congratulations. 

And,  of  course,  you  know  that  as  we  both  agreed  all  the  way  from  the  very 
beginning,  once  the  fight  was  over,  we  are  on  the  same  side,  and  we  go  forward 
together. 

Questions 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  did  you  discuss  the  Vice-Presidency  with  Governor 
Reagan  ? 

The  President.  I  talked  about  a  number  of  possibilities.  We  had  a  discussion 
in  that  regard,  yes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  was  Mr.  Reagan  one  of  those  possibilities  you  discussed  ? 

The  President.  This  is  a  private  matter  between  Governor  Reagan  and  my- 
self, and  I  don't  think  we  should  comment  further. 

Q.  Governor  Reagan,  are  you  prepared  to  campaign  actively  for  President 
Ford  in  the  election  ? 
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Governor  Reagan.  Yes,  as  I  have  said  before,  and  that  is  v^hat  I  have  always 
done  and  beUeved  in  with  regard  to  the  party.  I  will  do  all  I  can. 

Q.  Governor  Reagan,  your  wife  said  earlier  this  evening  that  she  would  be 
happy  to  get  back  to  the  ranch  when  this  is  all  over.  Is  that  what  is  going  to 
happen,  sir? 

Governor  Reagan.  I  want  to  tell  you  I  will  be  happy  to  get  back  to  the  ranch, 
too,  but  I  don't  think  we  mean  to  permanently  setde  down  there  on  the  ranch. 
But  I  know  what  she  meant.  We  are  both  tired — and  I  think  we  are  all  tired- 
having  been  through  this  campaign,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  breathing 
spell. 

Q.  Governor  Reagan,  are  you  going  to  stand  by  your  statement  that  you  would 
not  accept  the  Vice-Presidency  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  I  shall  stand  by  that  statement,  yes. 

Q.  Governor  Reagan,  could  you  turn  down  a  draft  by  the  convention  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  Well,  now  you  are  asking,  Barry,  one  of  those  hypothetical 
questions.  I  will  answer  that  if  and  when  it  comes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  did  you  send  Ben  Becker  ^  out  to  California  to  nego- 
tiate the  pardon  with  Mr.  Nixon  when  he  was  under  investigation  for  criminal 
tax  fraud  at  the  time  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  are  discussing  matters  that  are  of  much  more  inter- 
est at  this  time.  I  have  answered  it  in  the  past.  If  you  go  back  and  look  at  the 
record,  you  will  find  out. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  there  a  place  for  Ronald  Reagan  in  your  administration? 

The  President.  Of  course  there  is.  As  came  out  during  the  campaign,  I 
wanted  Governor  Reagan  to  be  a  part  of  my  administration.  And  there  certainly 
would  be.  He  is  a  person  whose  philosophy  is  virtually  identical  with  mine,  and 
he  certainly  has  indicated  a  great  capability  as  an  executive  of  the  largest  State  in 
the  Union.  The  answer  is  yes. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  long  is  the  Vice-Presidential  list? 

The  President.  We  will  make  the  announcement  tomorrow. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  now,  in  principle,  have  the  votes  of  approximately  20 
percent  of  the  electorate.  How  do  you  propose  to  go  about  getting  the  votes 
of  another  31  percent? 

The  President,  That  is  very  simple.  Our  philosophy,  I  think,  is  believed  in  by 
a  majority  of  the  American  people  today.  In  my  opinion  the  Democratic  ticket, 
nominees  for  President  and  Vice  President,  they  have  embraced  the  Democratic 


^  An  attorney  with  the  law  firm  of  Cramer,  Haber,  and  Becker,  located  in  Washington,  D.C. 
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platform.  They  have  embraced  the  record  of  the  Democratic  Congress.  Both  are 
very  vulnerable,  and  I  don't  think  they  coincide  v^ith  the  viev^s,  the  philosophy 
of  the  American  people  today.  And  v^e  are  going  to  go  out  and  campaign  against 
them  as  candidates,  against  the  Democratic  platform,  and  against  the  Demo- 
cratic congressional  record.  And  I  think  the  American  people  v^ill  support  us 
and  defeat  them. 

Q.  Will  you  debate  Jimmy  Carter,  Mr.  President? 

The  President.  We  don't  rule  it  out. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  haven't  said  w^hether  you  have  or  have  not  made  up 
your  mind  yet  about  a  Vice-Presidential  candidate. 

The  President.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  w^ho  is  on  your  Vice-Presidential  list  ? 

The  President.  I  v^ill  tell  you  who  the  choice  is  tomorrov^. 

Q.  What  time? 

The  President.  How^  early  do  you  v^ant  it  ?  [Laughter] 

Q.  Now.  It  is  past  2  a.m. 

The  President.  We  will  advise  you  at  the  appropriate  time. 

Q.  Mr.  Reagan,  do  you  consider  your  philosophy  almost  identical  with  that 
of  the  President  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  I  think  basically  it  has  to  be  pretty  much  the  same  philos- 
ophy— as  I  said  it  was  when  I  picked  Senator  Schweicker — or  we  wouldn't  be  in 
the  same  party.  I  think  there  are  differences.  I  think  we  have  different  approaches 
to  a  number  of  things  but,  I  think,  basically,  a  basic  philosophy,  yes. 

Q.  Would  you  be  willing  to  serve  in  the  Ford  administration  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  I  had  the  honor  of  having  that  offered  to  me  once  and 
turned  it  down  because  there  was  something  else  that  I  thought  I  would  rather 
do.  And  I  still  believe  that  I  would  rather  take  up  again  what  I  was  doing 
before  I  became  a  candidate,  which  was  in  the  communications  field. 

Q.  If  the  convention  were  to  draft  you,  sir,  would  you  reject  any  move  by 
the  convention? 

Governor  Reagan.  Well,  I  just  said  that  that  is  a  hypothetical  question.  I 
haven't  seen  any  signs  of  such  a  thing  happening.  I  will  answer  when  I  see 
any  such  signs. 

Q.  As  hard  as  this  campaign  has  been  fought,  do  you  think  you  would  have 
any  trouble  selling  Mr.  Reagan  to  the  American  people,  I  mean,  as  bitterly  as 
you  have  contested  him  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  our  fight  has  been  a  bitter  one.  It  has  been  a 
very  body  contested  campaign.  I  happen  to  think  the  campaign  was  beneficial. 
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It  took  a  lot  of  time,  a  lot  of  effort,  but  the  net  result  is  good  for  the  Republican 
Party. 

Q.  Governor  Reagan,  are  you  saying  you  will  permit  your  name  to  be  en- 
tered for  the  Vice-Presidential  nomination  tomorrow  night  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  No. 

Q.  You  will  not  permit  it  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  reflect  a  little  on  the  course  of  the  campaign,  and 
would  you  explain  why  you  think  it  was  so  difficult  for  you,  an  incumbent 
President,  to  get  the  nomination  in  your  own  fight  to 

The  President.  Governor  Reagan  is  probably  the  most  effective  campaigner 
in  the  United  States  today.  And  when  you  are  competing  against  a  man  with 
that  skill  and  ability  and  dedication,  of  course  it  is  a  tough  contest.  I  have  com- 
plimented him  for  a  fine  campaign.  He  had  a  good  organization.  That  makes 
it  very  difficult. 

Q.  Governor  Reagan,  you  seem  to  have  left  the  door  open  for  a  draft,  or  at 
least  not  closed  it  entirely  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  instruct  the  States  not  to  enter  your  name  in  nomination 
tomorrow  evening  ? 

Governor  Reagan.  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  go 
out  there  and  suggest  that  maybe  they  are  going  to  do  it.  That  is  what  I  meant 
by  I  haven't  seen  any  signs  of  that.  I  will  treat  that  at  that  time.  But  I  am  not 
going  to  go  running  out  and  saying  don't  you  dare  do  something,  and  they 
might  look  at  me  very  astounded  and  say,  "We  didn't  have  any  intention  of 
doing  that."  [Laughter'] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  Governor  Reagan  be  invited  to  address  the  convention 
tomorrow  ? 

The  President.  Quite  frankly,  I  haven't  thought  about  it. 

Q.  What  is  your  instinct  about  that  ? 

The  President.  I  will  talk  to  the  Governor  about  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  still  feel  that  Governor  Reagan's  comments  about 
the  Panama  Canal  in  the  campaign  were  irresponsible  ? 

The  President.  I  support  the  Republican  platform,  which  was  agreed  to 
by  his  people  and  by  my  people. 

Q.  I  don't  think  that  answers  the  question. 

The  President.  That  is  the  way  I  will  answer  it.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Mr.  President,  California  and  Texas  and  several  other  States  were  very 
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solid  for  Ronald  Reagan.  Tonight,  after  the  nomination,  I  was  quite  pleased 
to  see  Texas,  who  fought  so  hard,  waving  Ford  signs.  How  do  you  plan  on 
carrying  these  States,  being  sure  they  go  to  Ford  in  November  ? 

The  President.  I  think  all  during  the  campaign,  the  Ford  people  that  I 
talked  with  indicated  they  would  have  supported  Governor  Reagan,  and  the 
Reagan  people  that  I  had  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  or  heard  from  otherwise 
said  they  would  support  President  Ford.  I  think  that  is  true  across  the  spectrum 
as  far  as  the  convention  is  concerned.  Our  principles  really  transcend  person- 
alities, and  I  think  we  can  solidify  the  party,  strengthen  it,  and  win  in  November. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Governor  Reagan.  Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:05  a.m.  at  the  Following  his  nomination  as  the  1976  Republican 
Alameda  Plaza  Hotel,  where  Governor  Reagan  was  Presidential  candidate,  the  President  went  to  the 
staying  during  the  Republican  National  Convention.       hotel  to  meet  with  the  former. 
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IT  IS  really  awfully  hard  to  express  adequately  my  deep  appreciation,  that  of 
Betty,  all  of  the  family. 

As  we  have  traveled  in  every  one  of  the  50  States,  you  have  been  wonderful  in 
helping  and  assisting.  You  have  been  tremendous  here  as  an  inspiration  in  the 
closing  minutes  of  a  tough  ball  game. 

When  things  didn't  go  as  well  as  we  would  have  liked,  we  know  that  we  had 
literally  millions  and  millions  of  people — young,  old,  all  kinds  of  Americans — 
who  were  out  there  willing  to  go  to  the  mat  to  help  us.  And  I  want  you  to  know 
that  helped  us  get  through  and  win,  and  win  on  November  2. 

I  want  you  to  know  that  I  just  returned  from  a  meeting  with  Governor 
Reagan.  I  complimented  him  on  a  real  good  campaign.  I  indicated  that  we 
certainly  wanted  him  to  be  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us  in  the  months 
ahead.  And  I  am  glad  to  report  that  he  indicated  he  would  be  there  fighting 
just  as  hard  as  I  am. 

So,  I  think  we  can  leave  that  arena  tomorrow  night  unified,  vigorous,  de- 
termined to  win  for  the  American  people  on  November  2. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:25  a.m.  in  the  Lobby  at  the  Crown  Center  Hotel. 
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Remarks  in  Kansas  City  Announcing  Senator  Robert  Dole  of 
Kansas  as  the  President's  Selection  for  the  Vice-Presidential 
Nomination.     August  19,  1976 

IT  IS  a  very  great  occasion  for  me,  it  is  a  very  proud  moment  for  me,  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  introducing  my  running  mate  for  this  campaign  in  1976. 

I  am  really  thrilled  v^ith  the  opportunity  of  having  Bob  Dole  as  my  running 
mate.  I  am  enthusiastic  for  a  number  of  reasons.  I  have  knov^n  Bob  Dole  a  good 
many  years.  I  served  v^ith  him  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  8  years.  He 
served  v^ith  great  distinction  not  only  in  the  House  but  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  representing  the  great  State  of  Kansas.  Bob  Dole,  of  course,  had 
an  outstanding  record  in  the  military  service  in  World  War  11.  Bob  Dole  has 
been  a  team  player.  Bob  Dole's  philosophy  and  mine  coincide  almost  identically. 
Bob  Dole  is  a  good  campaigner.  Bob  Dole  will  help  to  heal  any  divisiveness 
within  the  party. 

I  have  talked  to  Governor  Reagan  and  told  him  of  my  selection.  Governor 
Reagan  has  endorsed  my  selection  of  Bob  Dole  as  my  running  mate.  I  have 
consulted  with  others  who  were  very,  very  strong  as  potential  candidates  as  my 
running  mate,  and  all  of  them  have  indicated  their  support,  their  endorsement, 
of  Bob  Dole. 

So,  it  is  a  great  pleasure,  privilege,  and  I  am  extremely  proud  to  introduce 
to  you  Senator  Bob  Dole  of  the  great  State  of  Kansas  as  my  running  mate  for 
victory  in  1976. 

Bob. 

Senator  Dole.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

Mrs.  Ford,  Mr.  Vice  President,  let  me  first  introduce  my  wife,  Elizabeth,  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.  And  that  will  be  part  of  our  Southern  strategy. 
[Laughter] 

Let  me  also  indicate  that  I  did  not  expect  to  receive  a  phone  call  this  morning, 
but  I  am  very  pleased  that  we  were  in.  [Laughter] 

I  have  known,  of  course.  President  Ford  at  a  time  when  I  could  call  him  Jerry. 
As  he  has  indicated,  we  served  in  the  House  together.  He  has  been  in  many 
places  in  Kansas  on  my  behalf.  And  I  remember  in  1974  when  the  going  was 
tough  and  I  was  trying  to  be  reelected,  one  of  the  President's — I  think  the 
President's  last — campaign  stops  was  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  in  the  rain.  And  he 
came  there  to  help  me,  and  I  won  by  a  very  narrow  margin  after  trailing  some 
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12  points  in  the  polls.  I  say  that  to  indicate  his  great  help  and  also  the  fact  that 
you  can  catch  up  if  you  are  behind. 

The  Vice  President,  of  course,  was  one  of  my  earlier  supporters  in  Kansas. 
And  he  came  to  Kansas,  I  think,  to  visit  Alf  Landon,  and  while  he  was  there 
1  had  him  do  a  little  work  for  me.  And  that  was  very  helpful,  too. 

One  of  my  other  great  supporters  was  Governor  Reagan.  He  came  to  Wichita 
and  did  an  outstanding  job  on  my  behalf.  He  is  a  great  Republican,  and  I  am 
certainly  pleased  that  he  has  indicated  that  I  will  be  all  right.  [Laughter] 

So,  I  am  just  very  pleased  to  be  here.  I  am  very  proud  to  be  on  the  ticket  with 
President  Ford  for  many,  many  reasons  that  I  will  go  into  as  I  go  along  the  cam- 
paign trail. 

I  think  he  has  an  outstanding  record.  I  am  realistic.  I  know  there  is  work  to  be 
done  between  now  and  November— in  fact,  only  about  a  little  over  8  weeks— but 
I  want  to  be  a  part  of  a  winning  combination. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  we  can  win  based  on  his  leadership.  I  am  not  certain 
what  I  can  add  to  the  ticket,  but  I  will  work  hard  and  do  the  best  I  can,  not  just 
for  the  Republican  Party  but  because  I  think  America  needs  President  Ford's 
leadership  for  4  more  years. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  We  have  on  the  podium,  just  to  indicate  and  to  show  the  unity 
that  has  come  out  of  a  tough  struggle  and  very  hard  competition,  some  people 
that  I  think  will  be  extremely  helpful  and  beneficial  in  the  74  days  between  now 
and  November  2. 

Of  course  the  Vice  President  has,  himself,  been  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  2 
years  that  I  have  been  President.  He  has  not  only  done  a  great  job  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent but  he  has  been  of  inestimable  help  to  me  in  making  some  decisions.  He 
fully  supports  this  choice.  He  was  in  on  the  final  decisionmaking. 

But,  I  think,  in  addition  to  that  kind  of  support,  we  are  fortunate  to  have  here 
two  outstanding  United  States  Senators  who,  for  the  last  few  months,  have 
been  on  the  opposite  side,  but  who  have,  while  they  were  performing  their  sena- 
torial duties,  worked  together  on  many  occasions.  I  think  the  fact  that  Senator 
Paul  Laxalt,  who  was  chairman  of  Governor  Reagan's  campaign,  and  Senator 
Bob  Griffin,  who  has  been  a  long-time  friend  and  supporter  of  mine  and  the  mi- 
nority whip  in  the  United  States  Senate,  can  be  here  indicates  their  joint  efforts. 
And  I  think  it  would  be  nice  if  Bob  and  Paul  came  forth  and  maybe  said  a  word 
together  or  individually. 

Bob. 

Senator  Griffin.  Paul  and  I  have  been  very  good,  close  friends  in  the  United 
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States  Senate,  and  one  of  the  great  experiences  of  my  participation  in  this  cam- 
paign is  to  work  with  a  counterpart  like  Paul  Laxalt,  who  is  always  straight- 
forward, who  is  always  responsible,  and  whose  word  was  as  good  as  gold. 

Paul,  you  have  been  a  great  leader  of  the  opposition.  We  are  so  happy  that  we 
are  going  to  be  working  together  from  now  on. 

Senator  Laxalt.  Thank  you,  Bob,  very  much. 

We  worked  for  months  in  an  effort  to  have  a  harmonious  convention,  and  I 
think  we  achieved  that.  And  it  has  been  due,  in  great  part,  to  Bob  Griffin. 

I  might  say,  also,  that  I  couldn't  be  more  delighted  than  to  hear  the  news  this 
morning  about  Dole's  selection.  In  my  judgment  he  is  going  to  make  a  tremen- 
dous candidate.  He  is  sound  philosophically.  My  daughter  and  others  consider 
him  to  be  a  fox.  {Laughter^  And  he  is  going  to  bring  to  the  campaign,  I  think, 
a  delightful  sense  of  humor  which  we  are  going  to  need  in  the  next  8  weeks. 

I  think  we  have  in  these  two  men  the  potential  of  a  winning  combination,  and 
I  am  looking  forward  to  working  with  both  of  them  in  the  next  several  weeks. 

Thank  you. 

The  President.  Last,  but  not  least,  as  I  said,  a  man  who  has  done  a  super  job 
as  Vice  President.  I  would  like  to  introduce  to  all  of  you,  so  he  can  indicate  his 
feelings,  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

Vice  President  Rockefeller.  Mr,  President,  Vice  President-designate,  dis- 
tinguished ladies  and  gentlemen: 

To  me,  this  is  a  very  important  moment  for  every  American  and  for  the  world, 
because  the  United  States  has  been  through,  as  have  other  countries  of  the  world, 
a  most  difficult  period.  If  we  think  back  2  years  ago  where  this  country  was  and 
where  the  world  was  and  think  what  President  Ford  has  done  to  restore  the  con- 
fidence of  the  American  people  in  government,  to  restore  the  vitality  and  dyna- 
mism of  our  economy,  to  stop  inflation,  to  move  forward  on  employment,  to  re- 
gain the  confidence  of  the  leaders  of  the  world,  of  the  people  of  the  world  in 
America,  America  has  been  waiting  and  the  world  has  been  waiting  for  this 
decision.  I  think  we  are  fortunate,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  and,  therefore,  the  people  of  the  world  are  going  to  have  the  chance 
to  select  these  two  leaders  to  carry  on  the  kind  of  responsible  government  in 
which  America  and  the  world  can  have  trust  and  confidence  to  preserve  freedom, 
respect  for  dignity,  and  equality  of  opportunity  for  all. 

Thank  you. 

The  President.  I  thought  you  might  like  to  get  a  picture  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Ford-Dole  team,  and  I  think  both  Bob  and  I  couldn't  be  happier  to  have  them 
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out  helping  and  assisting.  And  believe  me,  the  Ford-Dole  team  is  not  just  two 
of  us,  we  have  got  four  of  us. 

We  have  got  some  other  members  of  the  Ford  family — Mike  and  Gayle,  Steve 
and  Susan.  I  don't  know  whether  we  have  got  Jack  or  not  yet,  but  he,  as  you  all 
know,  has  been  doing  quite  a  bit — and  Michelle,  Senator  Laxalt's  daughter.  I 
think  you  ought  to  get  a  good  chance  to  see  what  this  kind  of  an  outfit  is  going 
to  be.  And  we  are  going  to  get  Bob's  daughter.  We  didn't  have  much  time  to  get 
that  coordinated,  but  she  will  be  here. 

Thank  you  all  very  much.  You  will  see  a  lot  of  us.  We  will  be  out  there  bat- 
tling. We  will  be  out  there  doing  a  good  job.  I  couldn't  be  happier  than  having 
Bob  Dole  as  Vice  President. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:05  p.m.  in  the  Century  Room  at  the  Crown  Center  Hotel. 
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Remarks  in  Kansas  City  Upon  Accepting  the  1976 
Republican  Presidential  Nomination.     August  19,  1976 

Mr.  Chairman,  delegates  and  alternates  to  this  Republican  Convention: 

I  am  honored  by  your  nomination^  and  I  accept  it  w^ith  pride,  with  gratitude, 
and  w^ith  a  total  v^ill  to  Wm  a  great  victory  for  the  American  people.  We  will 
wage  a  winning  campaign  in  every  region  of  this  country,  from  the  snowy  banks 
of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia.  We  concede  not  a  single  State.  We 
concede  not  a  single  vote. 

This  evening  I  am  proud  to  stand  before  this  great  convention  as  the  first  in- 
cumbent President  since  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  who  can  tell  the  American 
people  America  is  at  peace. 

Tonight  I  can  tell  you  straightaway  this  Nation  is  sound,  this  Nation  is  secure, 
this  Nation  is  on  the  march  to  full  economic  recovery  and  a  better  quality  of  life 
for  all  Americans. 

And  I  will  tell  you  one  more  thing:  This  year  the  issues  are  on  our  side.  I  am 
ready,  I  am  eager  to  go  before  the  American  people  and  debate  the  real  issues 
face  to  face  with  Jimmy  Carter.  The  American  people  have  a  right  to  know  first- 
hand exactly  where  both  of  us  stand. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  those  who  stood  with  me  in  winning  the  nomination 
of  the  party  whose  cause  I  have  served  all  of  my  adult  life.  I  respect  the  convic- 
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tions  of  those  who  want  a  change  in  Washington.  I  want  a  change,  too.  After 
22  long  years  of  majority  misrule,  let's  change  the  United  States  Congress. 

My  gratitude  tonight  reaches  far  beyond  this  arena  to  countless  friends  whose 
confidence,  hard  work,  and  unselfish  support  have  brought  me  to  this  moment. 
It  would  be  unfair  to  single  out  anyone,  but  may  I  make  an  exception  for  my 
wonderful  family — Mike,  Jack,  Steve,  and  Susan  and  especially  my  dear  wife, 
Betty. 

We  Republicans  have  had  some  tough  competition.  We  not  only  preach  the 
virtues  of  competition,  we  practice  them.  But  tonight  we  come  together  not  on 
a  battlefield  to  conclude  a  cease-fire,  but  to  join  forces  on  a  training  field  that  has 
conditioned  us  all  for  the  rugged  contest  ahead.  Let  me  say  this  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart:  After  the  scrimmages  of  the  past  few  months,  it  really  feels  good 
to  have  Ron  Reagan  on  the  same  side  of  the  line. 

To  strengthen  our  championship  lineup,  the  convention  has  wisely  chosen  one 
of  the  ablest  Americans  as  our  next  Vice  President,  Senator  Bob  Dole  of  Kan- 
sas. With  his  help,  with  your  help,  with  the  help  of  millions  of  Americans  who 
cherish  peace,  who  want  freedom  preserved,  prosperity  shared,  and  pride  in 
America,  we  will  win  this  election.  I  speak  not  of  a  Republican  victory,  but  a 
victory  for  the  American  people. 

You  at  home  listening  tonight,  you  are  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes  and  obey 
the  laws.  You  are  the  people  who  make  our  system  work.  You  are  the  people 
who  make  America  what  it  is.  It  is  from  your  ranks  that  I  come  and  on  your 
side  that  I  stand. 

Something  wonderful  happened  to  this  country  of  ours  the  past  2  years.  We 
all  came  to  realize  it  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  Together,  out  of  years  of  turmoil  and 
tragedy,  wars  and  riots,  assassinations  and  wrongdoing  in  high  places,  Ameri- 
cans recaptured  the  spirit  of  1776.  We  saw  again  the  pioneer  vision  of  our  revo- 
lutionary founders  and  our  immigrant  ancestors.  Their  vision  was  of  free  men 
and  free  women  enjoying  limited  government  and  unlimited  opportunity.  The 
mandate  I  want  in  1976  is  to  make  this  vision  a  reality,  but  it  will  take  the  voices 
and  the  votes  of  many  more  Americans  who  are  not  Republicans  to  make  that 
mandate  binding  and  my  mission  possible. 

I  have  been  called  an  unelected  President,  an  accidental  President.  We  may 
even  hear  that  again  from  the  other  party,  despite  the  fact  that  I  was  welcomed 
and  endorsed  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  their  elected  representatives  in 
the  Congress  who  certified  my  fitness  to  our  highest  office.  Having  become  Vice 
President  and  President  without  expecting  or  seeking  either,  I  have  a  special 


2158 


August  19  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [733] 

feeling  toward  these  high  offices.  To  me,  the  Presidency  and  the  Vice-Presidency 
were  not  prizes  to  be  won,  but  a  duty  to  be  done. 

So,  tonight  it  is  not  the  power  and  the  glamour  of  the  Presidency  that  leads 
me  to  ask  for  another  4  years;  it  is  something  every  hard-working  American  will 
understand — the  challenge  of  a  job  well  begun,  but  far  from  finished. 

Two  years  ago,  on  August  9, 1974, 1  placed  my  hand  on  the  Bible,  which  Betty 
held,  and  took  the  same  constitutional  oath  that  was  administered  to  George 
Washington.  I  had  faith  in  our  people,  in  our  institutions,  and  in  myself.  "My 
fellow  Americans,"  I  said,  "our  long  national  nightmare  is  over." 

It  was  an  hour  in  our  history  that  troubled  our  minds  and  tore  at  our 
hearts.  Anger  and  hatred  had  risen  to  dangerous  levels,  dividing  friends  and 
famiUes.  The  polarization  of  our  political  order  had  aroused  unworthy  pas- 
sions of  reprisal  and  revenge.  Our  governmental  system  was  closer  to  stalemate 
than  at  any  time  since  Abraham  Lincoln  took  the  same  oath  of  office.  Our  econ- 
omy was  in  the  throes  of  runaway  inflation,  taking  us  headlong  into  the  worst 
recession  since  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  took  the  same  oath. 

On  that  dark  day  I  told  my  fellow  countrymen,  "I  am  acutely  aware  that  you 
have  not  elected  me  as  your  President  by  your  ballots,  so  I  ask  you  to  confirm 
me  as  your  President  with  your  prayers." 

On  a  marble  fireplace  in  the  White  House  is  carved  a  prayer  which  John 
Adams  wrote.  It  concludes,  "May  none  but  honest  and  wise  men  ever  rule  under 
this  roof."  Since  I  have  resided  in  that  historic  house,  I  have  tried  to  live  by  that 
prayer.  I  faced  many  tough  problems.  I  probably  made  some  mistakes,  but  on 
balance,  America  and  Americans  have  made  an  incredible  comeback  since 
August  1974.  Nobody  can  honestly  say  otherwise.  And  the  plain  truth  is  that 
the  great  progress  we  have  made  at  home  and  abroad  was  in  spite  of  the  majority 
who  run  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

For  2  years  I  have  stood  for  all  the  people  against  a  vote-hungry,  free-spending 
congressional  majority  on  Capitol  Hill.  Fifty-five  times  I  vetoed  extravagant 
and  unwise  legislation;  45  times  I  made  those  vetoes  stick.  Those  vetoes  have 
saved  American  taxpayers  billions  and  billions  of  dollars.  I  am  against  the  big 
tax  spender  and  for  the  little  taxpayer. 

I  called  for  a  permanent  tax  cut,  coupled  with  spending  reductions,  to  stimu- 
late the  economy  and  relieve  hard-pressed,  middle-income  taxpayers.  Your 
personal  exemption  must  be  raised  from  $750  to  $1,000.  The  other  party's  plat- 
form talks  about  tax  reform,  but  there  is  one  big  problem — their  own  Congress 
won't  act. 

I  called  for  reasonable  constitutional  restrictions  on  court-ordered  busing  of 
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schoolchildren,  but  the  other  party's  platform  concedes  that  busing  should  be  a 
last  resort.  But  there  is  the  same  problem — their  own  Congress  won't  act. 

I  called  for  a  major  overhaul  of  criminal  laws  to  crack  down  on  crime  and 
illegal  drugs.  The  other  party's  platform  deplores  America's  $90  billion  cost  of 
crime.  There  is  the  problem  again — their  own  Congress  won't  act. 

The  other  party's  platform  talks  about  a  strong  defense.  Now,  here  is  the  other 
side  of  the  problem — their  own  Congress  did  act.  They  slashed  $50  billion  from 
our  national  defense  needs  in  the  last  10  years. 

My  friends,  Washington  is  not  the  problem;  their  Congress  is  the  problem. 

You  know,  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not  a  magician  who  can  wave 
a  wand  or  sign  a  paper  that  will  instantly  end  a  war,  cure  a  recession,  or  make 
bureaucracy  disappear.  A  President  has  immense  powers  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  all  of  them  ultimately  come  from  the  American  people  and  their 
mandate  to  him.  That  is  why,  tonight,  I  turn  to  the  American  people  and  ask 
not  only  for  your  prayers  but  also  for  your  strength  and  your  support,  for  your 
voice,  and  for  your  vote. 

I  come  before  you  with  a  2-year  record  of  performance  without  your  mandate. 
I  oflfer  you  a  4-year  pledge  of  greater  performance  with  your  mandate.  As  Gov- 
ernor Al  Smith  used  to  say,  "Let's  look  at  the  record." 

Two  years  ago  inflation  was  12  percent.  Sales  were  oflf.  Plants  were  shut  down. 
Thousands  were  being  laid  off  every  week.  Fear  of  the  future  was  throttling 
down  our  economy  and  threatening  millions  of  families. 

Let's  look  at  the  record  since  August  1974.  Inflation  has  been  cut  in  half. 
Payrolls  are  up.  Profits  are  up.  Production  is  up.  Purchases  are  up.  Since  the 
recession  was  turned  around,  almost  4  million  of  our  fellow  Americans  have 
found  new  jobs  or  got  their  old  jobs  back.  This  year  more  men  and  women 
have  jobs  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  Confidence  has 
returned,  and  we  are  in  the  full  surge  of  sound  recovery  to  steady  prosperity. 

Two  years  ago  America  was  mired  in  withdrawal  from  Southeast  Asia.  A 
decade  of  Congresses  had  shortchanged  our  global  defenses  and  threatened 
our  strategic  posture.  Mounting  tension  between  Israel  and  the  Arab  nations 
made  another  war  seem  inevitable.  The  whole  world  watched  and  wondered 
where  America  was  going.  Did  we  in  our  domestic  turmoil  have  the  will,  the 
stamina,  and  the  unity  to  stand  up  for  freedom  ? 

Look  at  the  record  since  August,  2  years  ago.  Today  America  is  at  peace  and 
seeks  peace  for  all  nations.  Not  a  single  American  is  at  war  anywhere  on  the 
face  of  this  Earth  tonight. 

Our  ties  with  Western  Europe  and  Japan,  economic  as  well  as  military,  were 
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never  stronger.  Our  relations  with  Eastern  Europe,  the  Soviet  Union,  and  main- 
land China  are  firm,  vigilant,  and  forward  looking.  Policies  I  have  initiated 
offer  sound  progress  for  the  peoples  of  the  Pacific,  Africa,  and  Latin  America. 
Israel  and  Egypt,  both  trusting  the  United  States,  have  taken  an  historic  step 
that  promises  an  eventual  just  settlement  for  the  whole  Middle  East. 

The  world  now  respects  America's  policy  of  peace  through  strength.  The 
United  States  is  again  the  confident  leader  of  the  free  world.  Nobody  questions 
our  dedication  to  peace,  but  nobody  doubts  our  willingness  to  use  our  strength 
when  our  vital  interests  are  at  stake,  and  we  will.  I  called  for  an  up-to-date, 
powerful  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  that  will  keep  America  secure 
for  decades.  A  strong  military  posture  is  always  the  best  insurance  for  peace. 
But  America's  strength  has  never  rested  on  arms  alone.  It  is  rooted  in  our 
mutual  commitment  of  our  citizens  and  leaders  in  the  highest  standards  of 
ethics  and  morality  and  in  the  spiritual  renewal  which  our  Nation  is  under- 
going right  now. 

Two  years  ago  people's  confidence  in  their  highest  officials,  to  whom  they  had 
overwhelmingly  entrusted  power,  had  twice  been  shattered.  Losing  faith  in 
the  word  of  their  elected  leaders,  Americans  lost  some  of  their  own  faith  in 
themselves. 

Again,  let's  look  at  the  record  since  August  1974.  From  the  start  my  adminis- 
tration has  been  open,  candid,  forthright.  While  my  entire  public  and  private 
life  was  under  searching  examination  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  I  reaffirmed  my 
lifelong  conviction  that  truth  is  the  glue  that  holds  government  together — not 
only  government  but  civilization  itself.  I  have  demanded  honesty,  decency,  and 
personal  integrity  from  everybody  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 
The  House  and  Senate  have  the  same  duty. 

The  American  people  will  not  accept  a  double  standard  in  the  United  States 
Congress.  Those  who  make  our  laws  today  must  not  debase  the  reputation  of 
our  great  legislative  bodies  that  have  given  us  such  giants  as  Daniel  Webster, 
Henry  Clay,  Sam  Rayburn,  and  Robert  A.  Taft.  Whether  in  the  Nation's 
Capital,  the  State  capital,  or  city  hall,  private  morality  and  public  trust  must 
go  together. 

From  August  of  1974  to  August  of  1976,  the  record  shows  steady  progress 
upward  toward  prosperity,  peace,  and  public  trust.  My  record  is  one  of  progress, 
not  platitudes.  My  record  is  one  of  specifics,  not  smiles.  My  record  is  one  of 
performance,  not  promises.  It  is  a  record  I  am  proud  to  run  on.  It  is  a  record 
the  American  people — Democrats,  Independents,  and  Republicans  alike — will 
support  on  November  2. 
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For  the  next  4  years  I  pledge  to  you  that  I  will  hold  to  the  steady  course  we 
have  begun.  But  I  have  no  intention  of  standing  on  the  record  alone. 

We  will  continue  winning  the  fight  against  inflation.  We  will  go  on  reducing 
the  dead  weight  and  impudence  of  bureaucracy.  We  will  submit  a  balanced 
budget  by  1978. 

We  will  improve  the  quality  of  life  at  work,  at  play,  and  in  our  homes  and  in 
our  neighborhoods.  We  will  not  abandon  our  cities.  We  will  encourage  urban 
programs  which  assure  safety  in  the  streets,  create  healthy  environments,  and 
restore  neighborhood  pride.  We  will  return  control  of  our  children's  education 
to  parents  and  local  school  authorities. 

We  will  make  sure  that  the  party  of  Lincoln  remains  the  party  of  equal  rights. 

We  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  for  all  our  citizens,  one  that  preserves 
the  continuity  of  the  family  home,  the  family  farm,  and  the  family  business. 

We  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social  security  system  and  improve  Medi- 
care so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the  health  and  the  happiness  that  they 
have  earned.  There  is  no  reason  they  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

We  will  make  sure  that  this  rich  Nation  does  not  neglect  citizens  who  are  less 
fortunate,  but  provides  for  their  needs  with  compassion  and  with  dignity. 

We  will  reduce  the  growth  and  the  cost  of  government  and  allow  individual 
breadwinners  and  businesses  to  keep  more  of  the  money  that  they  earn. 

We  will  create  a  climate  in  which  our  economy  will  provide  a  meaningful 
job  for  everyone  who  wants  to  work  and  a  decent  standard  of  life  for  all 
Americans.  We  will  ensure  that  all  of  our  young  people  have  a  better  chance 
in  life  than  we  had,  an  education  they  can  use,  and  a  career  they  can  be  proud  of. 

We  will  carry  out  a  farm  policy  that  assures  a  fair  market  price  for  the  farmer, 
encourages  full  production,  leads  to  record  exports,  and  eases  the  hunger  within 
the  human  family.  We  will  never  use  the  bounty  of  America's  farmers  as  a  pawn 
in  international  diplomacy.  There  will  be  no  embargoes. 

We  will  continue  our  strong  leadership  to  bring  peace,  justice,  and  economic 
progress  where  there  is  turmoil,  especially  in  the  Middle  East.  We  will  build 
a  safer  and  saner  world  through  patient  negotiations  and  dependable  arms 
agreements  which  reduce  the  danger  of  conflict  and  horror  of  thermonuclear 
war.  While  I  am  President,  we  will  not  return  to  a  collision  course  that  could 
reduce  civilization  to  ashes. 

We  will  build  an  America  where  people  feel  rich  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  worldly 
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goods.  We  will  build  an  America  where  people  feel  proud  about  themselves 
and  about  their  country. 

We  will  build  on  performance,  not  promises;  experience,  not  expediency; 
real  progress  instead  of  mysterious  plans  to  be  revealed  in  some  dim  and  distant 
future.  The  American  people  are  wise,  wiser  than  our  opponents  think.  They 
know  who  pays  for  every  campaign  promise.  They  are  not  afraid  of  the  truth. 
We  will  tell  them  the  truth. 

From  start  to  finish,  our  campaign  will  be  credible;  it  will  be  responsible. 
We  will  come  out  fighting,  and  we  will  win.  Yes,  we  have  all  seen  the  polls 
and  the  pundits  who  say  our  party  is  dead.  I  have  heard  that  before.  So  did 
Harry  Truman.  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think.  The  only  polls  that  count  are  the 
polls  the  American  people  go  to  on  November  2.  And  right  now,  I  predict  that 
the  American  people  are  going  to  say  that  night,  "Jc^^y?  you  have  done  a  good 
job,  keep  right  on  doing  it." 

As  I  try  in  my  imagination  to  look  into  the  homes  where  families  are  watching 
the  end  of  this  great  convention,  I  can't  tell  which  faces  are  Republicans,  which 
are  Democrats,  and  which  are  Independents.  I  cannot  see  their  color  or  their 
creed.  I  see  only  Americans. 

I  see  Americans  who  love  their  husbands,  their  wives,  and  their  children.  I 
see  Americans  who  love  their  country  for  what  it  has  been  and  what  it  must 
become.  I  see  Americans  who  work  hard,  but  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice  all 
they  have  worked  for  to  keep  their  children  and  their  country  free.  I  see 
Americans  who  in  their  own  quiet  way  pray  for  peace  among  nations  and  peace 
among  themselves.  We  do  love  our  neighbors,  and  we  do  forgive  those  who  have 
trespassed  against  us. 

I  see  a  new  generation  that  knows  what  is  right  and  knows  itself,  a  generation 
determined  to  preserve  its  ideals,  its  environment,  our  Nation,  and  the  world. 

My  fellow  Americans,  I  like  what  I  see.  I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  this 
great  country.  And  as  we  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more  what  I 
promised  before:  to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives 
me  to  see  the  right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America. 

God  helping  me,  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  p.m.  in  Kemper  Arena.  His  remarks  were  broadcast  live  on  radio  and 
television. 


2163 


[734]  Fublic  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  20 

734 

Remarks  at  a  Republican  National  Committee  Breakfast  in 
Kansas  City.     August  20,  1976 

Ray  and  Bob  and  Elizabeth,  all  the  wonderful  people  here  from  the  national 
committee: 

I  talked  a  little  long  last  night,  and  I  have  got  to  save  my  voice  for  Russell, 
Kansas.  {Laughter^  But  I  did  want  to  say  a  few  things. 

Ray  was  mentioning  some  of  our  past  relationships  with  the  national  com- 
mittee, and  Ray  became  national  chairman  in  1965.  We  went  through  some  real 
tough  times  rebuilding  in  1965-1966,  and  because  we  all  stuck  together  and 
worked  together,  we  came  back  magnificently  in  1966  and  laid  the  groundwork 
for  the  success  of  1968. 

As  Bob  was  speaking,  I  couldn't  help  but  reminisce  a  bit  in  my  mind.  Back 
in  January  of  1965, 1  had  the  audacity  to  challenge  for  the  Republican  leadership. 
And  I  can  recall  Bob  coming  in  with  three  other  very  important  and  influential 
Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Kansas,  and  I  did  my  utmost  to 
sell  them  on  why  I  should  be  the  minority  leader.  They  went  out — no  commit- 
ment. They  are  pretty  cozy  negotiators.  [Laughter']  But  anyhow,  the  next  day 
or  2,  we  had  the  vote,  and  I  won  by  the  landslide  margin  of  73  to  67.  Ever 
since  then  Dole  has  been  saying  Kansas  did  it.  [Laughter] 

But  then  that  also  was  a  very  distinct  part  of  the  momevent  that  we  have 
followed  in  trying  to  rebuild  the  party  and  to  make  it  the  kind  of  a  party  that 
not  only  holds  the  White  House  but  holds  the  city  hall,  the  courthouse,  state- 
house,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

We  had  a  tough  process,  as  all  of  you  know,  in  going  through  the  day-to-day 
operations.  I  was  very  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  a  number  of  you 
who  served  on  the  rules  committee  or  the  platform  committee.  I  was  just  over- 
whelmed by  the  tremendous  warmth  and  reception  of  last  night. 

I  think  we  have  conducted  ourselves  here  in  Kansas  City  in  a  superb  way. 
The  impression  the  American  people  will  have  will  be  that  of  a  party  that  is 
able  to  compete,  able  to  work  out  responsibly  and  properly  compromises  that 
are  needed  and  necessary.  We  can  act  like  real  zealots  but  also  great  Americans. 

I  think  we  ought  to  take  a  look  at  some  of  the  things  the  national  committee 
can  do  between  now  and  1980.  And  let  me  assure  you,  Ray  and  Mary  Louise,^ 
my  past  interest  in  and  support  for  the  national  committee  will  not  fade  away. 


^Mary  Louise  Smith,  Republican  National  Committee  chairman. 
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It  is  going  to  be  there  because  I  know  how  important,  how  vital  each  of  you  are 
and  what  all  of  you  do.  But  I  think  as  we  look  down  the  road  to  1980,  some  of 
the  things  that  came  up  during  this  past  week,  the  procedures  that  can  be  fol- 
lowed, the  way  things  can  be  done  ought  to  be  looked  at. 

Now,  I  know  very  vividly  how  things  went  on  16-C.  [Laughter]  But  I 
happen  to  believe  that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  merit  to  that  approach 
if  we  go  through  the  process  in  the  right  way,  and  I  believe  that  the  national 
committee  ought  to  take  a  hard  look  at  it  and  perhaps  lay  the  groundwork 
for  1980. 

All  I  am  saying  is  we  cannot  do  everything  in  the  future  the  way  we  have  done 
them  in  the  past  because  things  change.  And  we  as  a  party  and  we  as  indi- 
viduals and  we  as  candidates  have  to  meet  the  challenge  for  tomorrow  if  we  are 
going  to  win  tomorrow,  and  that  is  what  we  are  going  to  do. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:40  a.m.  at  the  National  Committee  chairman  1965-69,  and  Sen- 
Radisson  Muehleback  Hotel.  In  his  opening  re-  ator  Robert  Dole  of  Kansas  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
marks,    he   referred    to    Ray    C.    Bliss,    Republican 
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Remarks  at  a  Picnic  Honoring  Senator  Robert  Dole  in  Russell, 
Kansas.     August  20,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Bob. 

It  is  good  to  see  Mayor  Roger  WilHams  coming  back  from  Washington. 
He  said  he  straightened  everything  out  back  in  Washington.  I  don't  have  the 
same  problem  in  Russell,  Kansas.  {Laughter] 

It's  great  to  be  here  w^ith  Governor  Bennett,  Lieutenant  Governor  Smith,  my 
very  good  friend,  your  Senator,  Jim  Pearson,  my  long-time  and  very  good 
friend,  Keith  Sebelius.  It's  just  nice  to  be  here  in  the  great  State  of  Kansas. 

I  know  that  you  produce  a  tremendous  amount  of  wheat.  I  know  that  you're 
a  great  catrie-producing  State.  I  know  that  you  make  a  significant  contribution 
in  the  production  of  oil  energy  which  we  need  so  badly.  But  the  thing  that  im- 
presses me — and  I  think  it's  worth  noting— the  great  State  of  Kansas  produces 
some  great  statesmen. 

You  can  run  down  the  list  from  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  to  Alf  Landon  to 
former  Senator  Frank  Carlson  to  another  fine  Senator,  Harry  Darby.  And  as  Bob 
Dole,  said,  I  have  been  out  in  this  part  of  Kansas  on  a  number  of  occasions.  I 
was  out  in  Great  Bend  a  year  or  so  ago.  I  went  to  Dodge  City  and  survived. 


2165 


[735]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  20 

[Laughter]  But  during  the  time  that  I  served  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  House,  I  got  to  know  a  great,  great  Congressman,  he  was  a  pretty 
big  guy,  Wynn  Smith.  And  he  was  followed  by  Bob  Dole,  and  now  Keith 
Sebelius.  What  Fm  really  saying  is  you  not  only  produce  cattle  and  wheat  and 
energy  but,  doggone  it,  you  produce  great  people. 

When  I  looked  over  the  list  of  people  that  I  wanted  to  be  my  teammate  in  the 
months  ahead,  for  the  first  75  days  while  we  go  through  a  tough  campaign  so 
we  can  have  the  privilege  and  the  honor  of  winning  November  2  and  serving 
the  American  people  for  the  next  4  years — Bob  Dole  was  the  guy. 

Let  me  mention  just  one  or  two  reasons  why  Bob  makes  a  wonderful  team- 
mate. We  have  to  bring  Washington,  D.C.,  and  local  government  closer  to- 
gether. Bob  Dole  was  your  county  prosecutor,  or  county  attorney,  for  6  or  8  years. 
He  understands  the  problems  of  local  communities  and  their  relationship  with 
the  Federal  Government.  We  have  to  establish  a  better  relationship  between 
State  government  and  the  Government  in  Washington.  Bob  Dole  served  in  your 
State  legislature,  so  he  understands  the  problems  of  the  statehouse  and  the  State 
legislature. 

Bob  Dole  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  8  years  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  representing  this  great  western  part  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  So  he  under- 
stands all  of  your  individual  problems. 

I  will  bet  Bob  could  look  around  this  group  from  Russell,  Kansas,  mention 
many,  many,  many  by  name,  and  could  refresh  your  memories — and  his — of 
how  he  helped  you  to  do  this  or  helped  you  do  that.  Bob  is  the  kind  of  a  person 
who  has  a  personal  contact  with  people. 

Then,  of  course,  he  has  done  a  superb  job  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Bob 
served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  He 
served  in  the  Senate  on  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  as  well  as  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  Those  are  two  very,  very  key  committees  that  involve  not  only  the 
people  of  Russell,  Kansas,  but  49  other  States. 

Let  me  just  talk  for  a  minute  about  the  input  that  Bob  can  have  and  why 
his  part  on  the  ticket  is  so  essential. 

First,  we  have  got  to  find  a  way  to  give  greater  tax  relief  to  the  middle-income 
people  of  this  country  who  have  been  shortchanged  over  the  years.  About  a  week 
ago  the  United  States  Senate  was  considering  this  tax  bill  that  has  been  there 
for  consideration  for  some  time.  Bob  took  the  initiative,  on  a  recommendation 
made  by  me,  to  take  some  real  relief  for  middle-income  taxpayers.  He  offered 
the  amendment  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  for  every  taxpayer  from 
$750  a  person  to  $1,000. 
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But  I've  been  talking  to  Bob  about  another  problem  that  involves  his  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  It  is  extremely  important.  If  we  w^ant  to  maintain  the  con- 
tinuity of  the  family  farm  and  the  small  family  business^  v^e  have  to  increase 
the  estate  tax  exemption  from  $60,000  to  at  least  $150,000. 

But  then  Bob,  in  addition  to  his  responsibilities  on  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, has  been  a  staWart  friend  of  the  farmer  on  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture. Bob  has  talked  to  me  not  once,  but  many  times  about  the  problems  that 
agriculture  faces,  and  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  ardent  and  effective 
advocates. 

Let  me  summarize  to  all  of  you  right  out  here  in  the  heartland  of  agriculture, 
in  Russell,  Kansas,  w^hat  I  said  to  the  American  people  last  night.  The  farmers 
of  America  must  get  a  fair  price  in  a  free  market.  We  want  an  expanded  produc- 
tion, an  increase  in  our  exports.  We  want  to  be  able  as  a  humanitarian  country 
to  help  feed  the  people  around  the  world,  because  that's  our  responsibility.  But 
let  me  add  this:  This  administration  will  never  make  the  hard  work  and  the 
production  of  the  American  farmer  a  pawn  in  international  diplomacy.  Then 
one  final  comment — two  words:  This  administration  will  have  no  embargoes, 
period. 

But  this  great  country,  as  I  said  last  night,  offers  to  the  young  an  opportunity; 
to  the  old,  certainty,  happiness,  and  security;  to  the  businessman,  to  the  farmer, 
an  opportunity  to  move  ahead  as  your  forefathers  have  done.  I  think  every  per- 
son that  I  look  at  who  has  children  or  grandchildren  has  worked  hard,  has 
sacrificed,  has  done  all  of  the  things  for  one  single  reason:  We  want  to  make 
a  better  America  for  the  children  and  grandchildren  that  will  follow  us.  That's 
our  tradition;  that's  what  we're  going  to  do. 

It's  great  to  be  in  Russell.  When  I  called  Bob  yesterday,  I  said,  "Bob,  I  would 
like  you  to  be  on  the  team."  He  thought  for  a  moment  and  then  he  said,  "I 
have  got  to  have  one  commitment."  I  said,  "Well,  don't  hesitate  too  long." 
[Laughter']  He  said,  "Will  you  come  to  Russell,  Kansas,  tomorrow?"  I  said 
"Yes." 

So,  here  we  are.  I  can't  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  adequately. 
I'm  looking  forward  to  an  opportunity  to  say  hello  and  shaking  a  good  many 
hands.  We'll  stick  with  you.  We  need  your  help  to  keep  America  going  to 
peace,  prosperity,  and  trust  for  the  next  4  years. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:34  p.m.  on  the  of  Russell  and  Go\.  Robert  F.  Bennett,  Lt.  Gov. 
Courthouse  grounds  in  Senator  Dole's  hometown.  In  Shelby  Smith,  and  Representative  Keith  Sebelius  of 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Mayor  Roger  Williams       Kansas. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  on  the  1977  Defense  Budget. 
August  23,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

My  total  fiscal  year  1977  Budget  request  for  national  defense,  including  amend- 
ments, is  $114.9  billion  in  budget  authority.  This  budget  request  is  based  upon 
a  careful  assessment  of  the  international  situation  and  of  the  contingencies  we 
must  be  prepared  to  meet.  The  request  is  substantial,  as  it  must  be  to  provide 
what  is  necessary  for  our  national  security. 

When  I  submitted  my  budget  last  January,  I  pointed  out  that  the  request  might 
need  to  be  increased  for  three  reasons:  (1)  in  the  event  that  the  Congress  did 
not  approve  legislative  proposals  necessary  to  reduce  spending  in  lower-priority 
areas  involving  manpower  and  related  costs  and  sale  of  unneeded  items  from  the 
stockpile;  (2)  in  the  shipbuilding  area,  where  a  National  Security  Council  study 
then  under  way,  could  lead  to  an  increase  in  the  shipbuilding  budget;  and  (3) 
a  possible  increase  later  in  the  year  depending  on  the  progress  of  the  SALT  II 
negotiations  and  our  continuing  assessment  of  Soviet  ICBM  programs.  Indeed, 
there  have  been  changes  in  these  areas  and  they  have  been  reflected  in  my  revised 
budget  request. 

On  July  14,  1976,  I  approved  legislation  authorizing  1977  appropriations  for 
procurement  and  for  research  and  development  programs.  At  that  time  I  in- 
dicated that  in  a  number  of  important  respects  the  Congress  has  not  fully  faced 
up  to  the  nation's  needs.  First,  the  Congress  has  not  approved  a  number  of  essen- 
tial Defense  programs.  Second,  the  Congress  has  added  programs  and  funds 
which  are  of  a  lower  priority.  Finally,  the  Congress  has  not  yet  acted  upon 
certain  of  my  legislative  proposals  which  are  necessary  to  restrain  manpower  cost 
growth  and  to  achieve  other  economies.  These  three  areas  require  remedial  action 
by  the  Congress. 

Therefore,  today  I  am  advising  the  Congress  that  failure  to  take  the  necessary 
remedial  actions  will  result  in  a  revised  1977  estimate  for  National  Defense  of 
$116.3  billion.  This  revised  estimate  reflects  the  following  adjustments: 

Budget 
Authority 
{$  billions) 

Amended    budget    request $1 14.  9 

Congressional  adjustments,  net — 1.8 

Congressional  action  to  date 113.1 
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Budget 

Authority 

Adjustments  in  this  Message:  ($  billions) 

(a)  Resu-bmission  of  Congressional  authorization  reductions +2.  4 

(b)  Deletion  of  programs  added  by  Congress — .6 

(c)  Congressional  inaction  on  Defense  Management  economies +1.4 

(d)  Additional  recruiting  requirements    ($39   million) 

Revised   National   Defense  estimate 116.  3 

Resubmission  of  Congressional  Authorization  Reductions 

I  am  having  resubmitted  authorization  requests  for  $2.4  bilHon  in  program 
reductions  imposed  by  the  Congress. 

Shipbuilding.  Congress  has  not  thus  far  authorized  $1.7  biUion  requested  for 
new  ship  programs  that  are  needed  to  strengthen  our  maritime  capabiUties  and 
assure  freedom  of  the  seas.  In  particular,  funds  have  been  denied  for  the  lead 
ships  for  two  essential  production  programs —  the  nuclear  strike  cruiser  and  the 
conventionally-powered  Aegis  destroyer — and  for  four  modern  frigates.  The 
1977  program  was  proposed  as  the  first  step  of  a  sustained  effort  to  assure  that 
the  United  States,  along  with  our  allies,  can  maintain  maritime  defense,  deter- 
rence, and  freedom  of  the  seas.  Therefore,  I  am  submitting  a  supplemental 
authorization  request  for  1977  to  provide  for  these  ships  as  well  as  for  the  re- 
search and  development  to  upgrade  U.S.  ship  capabilities  in  the  near-term 
and  to  create  longer-term  alternatives  to  conventional  surface  forces. 

Other  Programs.  The  Congress  has  also  failed  to  authorize  over  $900  million 
requested  for  other  Defense  procurement  and  research  and  development  pro- 
grams. While  some  of  these  adjustments  can  be  accepted  due  to  fact-of-life  pro- 
gram developments,  I  must  request  a  supplemental  authorization  of  $759  million 
for  programs  which  are  urgently  needed.  In  particular,  I  reaffirm  the  need  for 
the  following  programs,  and  request  restoration  of  the  indicated  amounts  to 
the  Authorization  Act: 

•  $19  million  for  the  Defense  Agencies  research  and  development  appropria- 
tion, principally  to  provide  the  needed  resources  for  the  Defense  Advanced 
Research  Projects  Agency. 

•  $20  million  for  civil  aircraft  modifications,  clearly  the  most  cost-effective 
option  for  enhancing  our  airlift  capability.  These  modifications  should  be  a  part 
of  any  airlift  improvement  program,  and  the  needed  funds  should  not  be  denied 
while  other  airlift  improvements  are  under  consideration. 

•  $171  million  for  the  Air  Force  research  and  development  appropriation. 
Our  most  urgent  needs  here  include  funds  for  the  Maveric\  missile  needed  to 
start  engineering  development  for  advanced  warhead  and  single  rail  launches 
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and  advanced  ICBM  technology  funds  needed  to  identify  the  most  cost-effective 
option  for  full-scale  development. 

•  $136  million  for  the  F-16  fighter  aircraft,  to  provide  full  funding  for  1977 
in  accordance  v^ith  sound  budgetary  principles.  Since  Congress  approved  the 
full  program,  this  cut  is  illusory  and  w^ould  serve  only  to  complicate  manage- 
ment and  make  potential  foreign  buyers  less  confident  of  this  program. 

•  $122  million  for  the  Army  research  and  development  appropriation  to 
cover  urgent  programs  such  as  the  Stinger  missile,  vv^here  the  Authorization 
Act  would  impair  the  development  effort  for  an  improved  target-seeking  tech- 
nique. This  effort  is  critical  to  achieving  the  needed  improvements  over  the 
current  Redeye  missile. 

•  $211  million  for  the  Navy  research  and  development  appropriation  to 
provide  w^hat  is  needed  for  several  essential  programs,  in  particular  the  Navy 
cruise  missile  program.  The  Authorization  Act  v^ould  prevent  our  moving 
forward  at  the  pace  needed  to  assure  that  sub  and  surface  launch  options  can  be 
operational  by  1980. 

•  %66  million  for  production  of  the  US-3A  carrier  delivery  aircraft,  necessary 
to  replace  aging  aircraft  and  to  provide  the  necessary  numbers  of  aircraft  with 
sufficient  operating  range  to  support  our  carrier  forces.JThe^  Authorization  Act 
does  not  meet  our  military  needs,  and  would  provide  an  uneconomical  produc- 
tion rate. 

•  $15  million  for  the  MK-30  mobile  target,  critically  needed  for  anti-sub- 
marine warfare  training. 

Programs  Added  by  Congress 

While  the  Congress  disapproved  several  programs  which  are  essential  to  our 
national  security,  $1.1  billion  was  added  to  the  budget  request  for  items  for 
which  I  did  not  request  funds  for  1977.  Although  I  continue  to  believe  that  all 
of  these  programs  are  unnecessary  at  the  present  time,  I  specifically  urge  the 
Congress  to  delete  $584  million  for  the  following  programs : 

•  Conversion  of  the  cruiser  Long  Beach  ($371  million)  which  can  readily 
be  postponed. 

•  Repair  and  modernization  of  the  cruiser  Belknap  ($213  million)  damaged 
in  a  collision,  for  which  funds  should  be  authorized  in  the  Transition  Quarter 
as  I  have  requested. 

I  proposed  that  Congress  authorize  funds  for  repair  of  the  Belknap  in  the 
current  transition  quarter,  and  delete  the  funds  for  the  Long  Beach,  which  is  of 
lower  priority  than  the  conventionally  powered  Aegis  destroyer  and  the  Strike 
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Cruiser  which  the  Congress  reduced.  If  the  Congress  does  not  act  favorably 
upon  this  request,  funds  would  have  to  be  added  on  top  of  my  revised  1977 
Defense  budget  request. 

Congressional  Inaction  on  Defense  Management  Economies 

My  1977  Defense  budget  estimates  were  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
Congress  would  act  favorably  upon  a  number  of  specific  legislative  proposals, 
thereby  achieving  major  economies.  These  savings  involve  pay  costs  and  related 
compensation  areas  and  sales  of  certain  materials  from  the  national  stockpile. 
In  these  areas  alone,  the  budget  reflected  savings  of  $4.0  billion  for  FY  1977. 
For  the  five-year  period  FY  1977-81,  my  proposals  would  save  $27  billion.  Of 
these  savings,  nearly  $11  billion  can  be  realized  by  administrative  action  in 
revising  the  pay  comparability  process  for  general  schedule  and  military  per- 
sonnel. I  am  taking  the  required  actions.  Over  $16  billion  of  the  savings  are 
dependent  upon  Congressional  action,  however,  and  these  are  the  items  which 
I  wish  to  address.  Let  me  summarize  these  savings  proposals  requiring  action 
by  the  Congress: 

•  $4.7  billion  (including  $276  million  in  FY  1977)  would  result  from  re- 
visions in  the  Federal  wage  board  pay  system  to  provide  pay  rates  that  are  truly 
comparable  with  those  in  the  private  sector. 

•  $1.1  billion  (including  $163  million  in  FY  1977)  would  result  from  chang- 
ing pay  practices  in  the  Reserve  and  National  Guard,  modifying  training  and 
assignment  policies,  and  transferring  44,500  Naval  reservists  to  a  different  pay 
category.  My  proposals  provide  the  levels  of  reserve  readiness  needed,  and  they 
are  equitable. 

•  $1.7  billion  (including  $61  million  in  FY  1977)  would  result  from  holding 
future  increases  in  military  retired  pay  to  changes  in  the  cost  of  living,  eliminat- 
ing the  additional  increment  which  present  law  provides.  I  am  aware  that  the 
Congress  has  approved  this  change  for  military  retirees  contingent  upon  Con- 
gressional approval  of  this  change  for  civilian  retirees  as  well. 

•  $1.4  billion  (including  $92  million  in  FY  1977)  would  result  from  reducing 
the  subsidy  in  military  commissaries  on  a  phased  basis,  while  still  providing 
much  lower  prices  than  are  available  in  commercial  stores.  This  proposal  is 
entirely  equitable  considering  current  levels  of  military  compensation  and  other 
relevant  factors. 

•  $2.6  billion  (including  $746  million  in  FY  1977)  would  result  from  sale  of 
items  from  the  national  stockpile,  which  are  excess  to  our  requirements. 

•  $4.7  billion  (including  $384  million  in  FY  1977)  would  result  from  a  num- 
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ber  of  proposals  which  appear  to  be  well  on  their  way  to  enactment.  These 
include  employment  cutbacks,  a  move  toward  a  fair-market-rental-system  for 
military  personnel,  and  revisions  in  certain  payments  for  leave. 

I  am  deeply  concerned  by  the  apparent  intent  to  reject  a  large  portion  of 
these  proposed  savings,  and  to  make  up  the  difference  by  cutbacks  in  urgently- 
needed  defense  programs.  The  conference  report  on  the  first  budget  resolution 
states,  in  fact,  that  other  defense  cuts  will  be  made  if  these  proposed  savings 
cannot  be  realized.  This  would  be  a  totally  unwarranted  course  of  action.  If 
Congress  is  unwilling  to  enact  the  necessary  changes  to  end  these  unjustifiable 
outlays,  then  we  must  pay  for  these  items  from  our  pocketbooks — not  by  slash- 
ing our  national  security.  We  simply  cannot  sacrifice  our  national  security  to 
provide  for  unproductive  fringe  items  and  unwarranted  levels  of  compensation. 

Once  again  I  urge  the  Congress  to  take  the  necessary  actions  I  have  proposed 
in  order  to  achieve  real  economies  in  the  national  defense  program,  and  not  to 
add  the  new  requirements  now  under  consideration.  While  I  am  not  now  re- 
questing additional  appropriations  for  these  items,  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that 
if  the  Congress  fails  to  take  the  proper  action,  I  will  request  again  that  the 
additional  appropriations  be  provided.  Failure  to  do  so  would  result  in  an 
unbalanced  national  defense  program. 

Additional  Requirements 

Finally,  I  have  approved  an  amendment  in  the  amount  of  f 39  million  to 
the  1977  Defense  budget  to  provide  additional  funds  for  enlistment  bonuses 
to  recruit  the  required  numbers  of  high  school  graduates  for  the  Army.  Re- 
cruiting success,  particularly  as  measured  in  terms  of  quality,  has  proven  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  level  of  resources  available,  and  any  significant  reduction  of  re- 
sources reduces  program  effectiveness  in  the  long  run.  We  must  reverse  the 
recent  practice  for  curtailing  budget  dollars  devoted  to  recruiting  and  invest 
this  amount  as  a  contribution  towards  the  relatively  small  additional  resources 
necessary  to  maintain  a  successful  program  over  the  long  term. 

Submission  of  Legislative  Proposals  and  Appropriation  Requests 

Proposals  for  authorizing  legislation  and  appropriation  requests  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Congress  as  necessary  to  provide  for  these  requirements.  Requests 
covering  weapons  procurement,  RDT&E  and  recruiting  activities  are  being 
transmitted  now.  The  remainder  of  the  additional  appropriation  requests — 
principally  those  relating  to  the  compensation  area — will,  in  accordance  with 
the  normal  budgetary  cycle,  be  transmitted  in  January  1977.  There  is  yet  time 
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for  the  Congress  to  act  upon  my  restraint  proposals  so  that  this  large  additional 
January  submission  will  not  be  necessary.  Once  again,  I  urge  the  Congress  to 
act.  If  the  Congress  does  not  take  the  necessary  action,  the  additional  funds 
will  be  required  and  I  will  request  that  the  Congress  provide  them. 

In  withholding  my  approval  from  the  Military  Construction  Authorization 
Bill  (H.R.  12384),  I  noted  several  points  that  are  also  germane  here.  Section 
612  of  that  Bill  would  impose  severe  restrictions  and  delays  upon  base  closures 
or  employment  reductions  at  certain  military  installations.  As  I  stated  at  that 
time,  the  nation's  taxpayers  rightly  expect  the  most  defense  possible  for  their 
tax  dollars.  Provisions  such  as  Section  612  would  add  arbitrarily  and  unneces- 
sarily to  the  tax  burden  of  the  American  people.  We  must  have  the  latitude  to 
take  actions  to  cut  unnecessary  defense  spending  and  personnel.  Congress  should 
reenact  this  otherwise  acceptable  legislation  without  the  objectionable  base 
closure  provision. 

As  I  have  consistently  indicated,  I  am  determined  that  the  national  security 
efforts  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fully  adequate.  This  message  indicates  what 
is  necessary  to  ensure  that  adequacy.  It  is  up  to  the  Congress  to  act  promptly 
to  provide  the  resources  necessary  to  do  the  job. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  23,  1976. 

737 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Vail,  Colorado.      August  24 f  1976 

GOOD  MORNING.  It  is  my  very  strong  conviction  that  the  American  people 
have  a  right  to  know  where  I  stand  on  the  issues  and  where  my  opponent  stands 
on  the  issues.  I  challenged  my  opponent  to  a  series  of  debates.  I  feel  very  strongly 
that  the  first  debate  should  come  a  day  or  two  after  Labor  Day,  and  I  suggest 
perhaps  September  8,  September  9,  and  September  10. 

I  think  there  should  be  four  debates,  and  each  debate  should  involve  no 
less  than  90  minutes  on  each  occasion.  The  subject  matters,  of  course,  are  those 
issues  that  the  American  people  will  want  to  know  where  my  opponent  stands, 
where  I  stand.  They  have  a  right  to  know. 

I  feel,  for  example,  the  first  debate  ought  to  involve  national  defense.  The 
other  three  issues  would  be  domestic  policy,  foreign  policy,  economic  policy. 

With  that  overall  format  and  with  the  debates  starting  as  quickly  as  possible, 


2173 


[737]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  August  24 

I  think  we  will  get  this  campaign  off  on  the  right  track.  I  look  forward  to  the 
first  one  and  each  of  the  next  three,  and  the  sooner  we  get  started,  the  better. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

I  issued  a  very  special  invitation  last  night  to  have  all  of  you  join  me  this 
afternoon,  and  I  hope  that  you'll  walk  oi^de — and  no  interviews  on  the  19th 
hole,  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International].  We'll  see  you  this 
afternoon  and  look  forward  to  the  chance  to  see  you  from  time  to  time  here. 

Reporter.  Have  you  passed  this  word  to  Carter  yet  on  the  debates  ? 

The  President.  I  am  depending  on  all  of  you  to  transmit  this  information. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  before  we  get  to  the  19th  hole,  there's  been  a  report  this 
morning  criticizing  the  administration's  leadership  on  desegregation  and  blam- 
ing it  for  efforts  to  limit  the  scope  of  this  legislation.  Can  you  tell  us  about  that  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  Department  of  Justice  and  the  Department  of 
HEW  have  followed  the  law,  and  I  have  faith  in  the  Attorney  General  and 
the  Secretary  of  HEW. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  these  debates  designed  to  help  you  pull  up  in  the  polls  ? 

The  President.  No,  the  debates  are  designed  specifically  to  give  the  American 
people  the  right  to  know  that  I  stand  here  on  a  particular  issue,  and  Mr.  Carter 
stands  differently.  The  American  people,  I  think,  will  benefit  from  an  in-depth 
discussion  of  the  four  issues — defense,  economic  policy,  domestic  policy,  and 
national  defense. 

Q.  Will  this  be  one-on-one,  or 

The  President.  Those  details  are  going  to  be  worked  out  by  one  or  more 
people  representing  me  and  whoever  Mr.  Carter  decides  on  his  behalf. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  who  those  people  will  be  ? 

The  President.  We  will  make  an  announcement  on  that  in  the  next  day  or  so. 

Q.  Have  the  Carter  people  agreed  to  these  plans  ? 

The  President.  Those  are  negotiations  that  I  think  will  have  to  be  worked 
out  by  those  representing  me  and  by  those  representing  Mr.  Carter. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  you  tell  us  if  you've  decided  yet  whether  you're  going 
to  be  spending  a  lot  of  time  out  on  the  stump  or  whether  you  will  be  spending 
a  lot  of  time  in  Washington  ? 

The  President.  Those  decisions  will  be  made  before  I  leave  Vail,  and  that'll 
be  in  a  day  or  two. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:15  a.m.  outside  the  Bass  House,  residence  of  Richard  Bass,  owner/ operator 
of  Snowbird  resort. 
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738 

Statement  Announcing  Recommendation  for  the  Replacement 
of  Locks  and  Dam  26  on  the  Mississippi  River. 
August  24,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  announced  today  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Army  has  recom- 
mended to  the  Congress  authorization  of  a  replacement  for  Locks  and  Dam  26 
located  on  the  Mississippi  River,  just  north  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Locks  and  Dam  26  is  a  vital  link  in  our  inland  waterw^ay  system.  For  example, 
last  year  over  26  million  tons  of  grain — equal  to  25%  of  our  entire  production 
bound  for  export — moved  through  this  facility. 

The  existing  structure — nearly  40  years  old — has  deteriorated  so  significantly 
that  it  w^ill  be  neither  safe  nor  reliable  for  continued  navigation  over  the  decades 
ahead.  Resulting  delays  in  traffic  w^ill  be  increasingly  costly  and  disruptive. 

Accordingly,  since  1969,  the  Secretary  of  the  Army  has  sought  replacement. 
Hov^ever,  progress  on  replacement  has  been  halted  by  a  court  ruHng  v^hich 
requires  enactment  of  authorizing  legislation  and  preparation  of  a  nevv^  environ- 
mental impact  statement. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Army  has  now^  completed  and  filed  a  final  environmental 
impact  statement  and  is  requesting  the  Congress  to  act  on  the  required  author- 
izing legislation.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  act  quickly  in  providing  this  needed 
authority.  Upon  enactment,  I  shall  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Army  to  proceed 
with  construction  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  We  cannot  afford  further  delay. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

739 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Deferrals.     August  24,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  report  revisions 
to  two  deferrals  previously  transmitted. 

Both  of  the  revised  reports  reflect  routine  increases  to  the  amounts  deferred. 
The  Federal  Aviation  Administration's  FaciHties  and  equipment  deferral  has 
been  increased  by  $193.8  million,  and  a  deferral  for  the  State  and  local  govern- 
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ment  fiscal  assistance  trust  fund  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  has  been 
increased  by  $1.4  milHon. 

The  details  of  each  revised  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  24, 1976. 

note:   The   text  of  the  message   was   released   at       are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  August  30, 
Vail,  Colo.  1976  (41  FR  36614). 

The  attachments  detailing  the  revised   deferrals 

740 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  With 
Reporters  in  Vail,  Colorado.     August  23,  1976 

I  HAVE  several  very  important  announcements  this  morning. 

First,  I  have  coming  in  on  Thursday  afternoon  for  a  v^orking  dinner  and  a 
vs^orking  session  on  Friday,  Vice  President  Rockefeller,  Senator  Dole,  and  John 
Connally.  As  I  said,  v^e  will  have  a  w^orking  dinner  on  Thursday  night.  We  v^ill 
have  a  v^orking  session  on  Friday  morning,  and  there  w^ill  be  an  announcement 
f  ollov^ing  their  appearance  here  at  Vail  on  that  occasion. 

Number  two,  I  am  announcing  that  Dean  Burch  and  Bill  Ruckelshaus  will 
represent  me  as  my  negotiators  for  these  debates.  As  I  said  yesterday,  I  think  time 
is  of  the  essence.  We  feel  very,  very  strongly  that  there  should  be  a  debate  as 
early  as  possible — the  8th  or  9th  or  10th  of  September — and  the  subject  matters, 
of  course,  were  the  ones  I  announced  yesterday.  But  Dean  Burch  and  Bill 
Ruckelshaus  will  represent  me  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Carter  people  or  any 
of  the  others. 

The  final  announcement  this  morning  involves  some  changes  in  the  President 
Ford  Committee.  First,  I  would  like  to  thank  Rog  Morton  for  doing  a  superb 
job  under  very  difficult  circumstances.  He  has  been  loyal,  he  has  been  dedicated, 
he  has  been  effective,  and  I  can't  thank  him  enough  for  the  fine  job  that  he  has 
done. 

I  am  announcing  this  morning  that  Rog  will  take  over  the  chairmanship  of  a 
very  important  steering  committee.  The  membership  of  that  steering  commit- 
tee will  be  announced  within  the  next  few  days,  but  Rog  will  be  chairman  of  it. 

The  head  of  the  PFC  will  be  Jim  Baker.  Jim,  as  you  know,  was  a  very  accu- 
rate counter  in  the  preconvention  process.  Jim  has  demonstrated  to  me  a  very 
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outstanding  organizational  capability,  and  he  will  be  the  chairman  of  the  Presi- 
dent Ford  Committee. 

Arrayed  behind  me  you  see  the  people  that  will  be  the  heads  of  various  parts 
of  the  President  Ford  Committee  under  Jim  Baker.  We  have  Stu  Spencer,  who 
will  handle  the  politics.  We  have  Bob  Teeter,  who  will  be  in  charge  of  the  re- 
search. We  have  Bill  Greener,  who  will  head  the  communications  operation. 
We  have  John  Deardourff  and  Doug  Bailey,  who  will  be  in  charge  of  the  adver- 
tising. I  will  have  Dick  Cheney  representing  the  White  House  in  that  group.  I 
think  that  takes  care  of  everybody,  doesn't  it  ? 

r  think  it's  a  great  team.  They  are  all  experts  in  their  respective  fields.  They 
all  work  together  well,  and  they  are  all  ready  and  anxious  to  go. 

We  have  had  two  strategy  sessions — yesterday  morning  for  about  2  hours  and 
again  2  hours  this  morning.  So,  we  have  the  team,  we  have  the  organization,  we 
are  ready  to  go  with  the  other  things  that  we  will  be  announcing  from  Vail 
between  now  and  Saturday. 

Questions 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  why  isn't  Governor  Reagan  coming  in  ? 

The  President.  Governor  Reagan  and  myself  had  one  very  indepth  discussion 
at  Kansas  City.  He  certainly  was  very  strong  in  his  support,  as  he  so  indicated 
at  the  convention.  He,  like  myself,  has  had  a  pretty  rugged  campaign  for  the  last 
8  months,  so  his  not  being  here,  I  think,  reflects,  one,  his  indication  of  support 
and,  number  two,  his  desire  to  get  some  rest  and  relaxation. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  written  off  the  South,  including  Texas  ?  Some  of 
your  insiders  are  saying  you  have  written  off  the  South. 

The  President.  I'm  the  only  one  that  makes  that  decision,  Helen  [Helen 
Thomas,  United  Press  International],  and  we  are  not  writing  off  the  South.  We 
expect  to  make  an  active  campaign  in  the  South,  as  I  said,  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  United  States. 

Q.  What  about  Texas  ? 

The  President.  Texas  is  a  vitally  important  State,  and  we'll  be  working  with 
the  Texas  organization,  and  we'll  have  an  active  campaign  there. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  will  Dean  Burch  and  Ruckelshaus  get  together  with 
the  Carter  people  ? 

The  President.  Well,  Dean  Burch  and  Bill  Ruckelshaus  will  be  getting  to- 
gether in  Washington,  I  think,  today  or  tomorrow,  and  they  will  be  available 
to  negotiate  with  the  Carter  people  and  any  of  the  other  parties  involved. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  Mr.  Connally  going  to  do  in  the  campaign? 

The  President.  We'll  discuss  that  when  he  along  with  Vice  President  Rocke- 
feller and  Bob  Dole  are  here  on  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  invite  Governor  Reagan  here  for  this  Thursday 
meeting  ? 

The  President.  No,  we  have  not,  for  the  reasons  that  I  indicated.  I  had  had 
a  very  indepth  meeting  with  him,  and  I  know  from  my  own  experiences  that 
he  felt  that  he  did  want  some  rest  and  relaxation.  But  we  certainly  want  him  on 
the  team,  and  I  have  every  indication,  from  my  previous  discussions  and  his  pub- 
lic demonstration,  that  he  will  be  actively  helping  the  RepubUcan  cause  in  this 
campaign. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  you  ask  Senator  Baker  to  also  be  involved,  active  on 
your  behalf  ? 

The  President.  Rog  Morton  will  have  a  very  broad-based  steering  committee, 
and  I  don't  want  to  preempt  any  announcement  that  will  be  coming  later  in  that 
regard. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  preference  for  a  type  of  format  for  the 
debates  ? 

The  President.  We  have  some  preferences  that  I  indicated  yesterday.  I  think 
each  one  should  be  no  less  than  90  minutes.  There  should  be  four  as  a  minimum. 
There  should  be  the  subjects  I  indicated.  And  they  ought  to  start  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Anything  beyond  that,  my  negotiators  will  take  care  of. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  you  please  tell  me  what  percentage  of  your  time  cam- 
paigning you  expect  to  spend  in  the  South  and  what  time  you  hope  Senator 
Dole  would  spend  in  the  South,  just  to  corroborate  what  you  say  about  not 
writing  it  off? 

The  President.  Those  details  will  be  revealed  as  we  move  ahead,  Wally 
[Walter  C.  Rodgers,  Associated  Press  Radio]. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  me  whether  you  have  been  in  contact  with 
Governor  Connally  this  week  and  when  he  was  invited  to  come  here  ? 

The  President.  I  talked  to  Governor  Connally  the  day  before  yesterday. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  to  do  a  lot  of  active  campaigning  in  the  South 
when  you  are  out  of  Washington  ?  ^, 

The  President.  I  will  be  doing  a  fairly  full  schedule,  but  the  details  of  how 
it  will  be  done  and  where  it  will  be  done  will  be  announced  later. 

Q.  Does  that  mean  lots  of  traveUng? 

The  President.  The  details  will  be  announced  a  little  later,  Helen. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  how  is  this  steering  committee  going  to  relate  to  the  PFC  ? 
What  will  be  the  duties  and  how  will  they  work  in  tandem  ? 

The  President.  Rog  Morton  will  have  an  announcement  in  that  regard  as 
soon  as  the  committee  is  put  together.  We  don't  want  to  announce  everything 
this  morning. 

Q.  Will  that  be  what  Vice  President  Rockefeller  and  John  Connally  are 
involved  in? 

The  President.  They  will  not  be  a  part  of  the  steering  committee,  but  they 
will  certainly  have  an  active  role  in  the  campaign,  very  active. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  plan  to  bring  some  of  the  Reagan  campaign  staflf 
into  the  Ford  Committee  ? 

The  President.  We  haven't  yet,  but  we  certainly  want  their  advice  and  coun- 
sel, and  the  possibility  exists  that  some  of  their  people  will  be  with  us. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

hJOTE:  The  President  spoke  at  10:50  a.m.  at  the  Bass  House,  residence  of  Richard  Bass,  owner/operator  of 
Snowbird  resort. 

741 

Memorandum  on  Federal  Programs  for  American  Indians. 
August  26,  1976 

Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  the 
Attorney  General,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  of  Labor,  the  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare,  the  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 
the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  the  Director,  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  the  Chairman,  Civil  Service  Commission,  the  Administrator  of 
General  Services,  the  Administrator,  Small  Business  Administration,  the 
Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs,  the  Director,  Community  Services  Ad- 
ministration, the  Administrator,  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the 
Acting  Chairman,  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commission,  the  Gov- 
ernor, Farm  Credit  Administration 

I  am  today  designating  Bradley  H.  Patterson,  Jr.,  of  the  White  House  Office 
to  assist  me  in  the  area  of  American  Indian  affairs.  It  w^ill  be  Mr.  Patterson's 
specific  responsibility  to  v^ork  with  each  of  you  to  improve  the  coordination 
among  the  Federal  agencies  with  programs  that  serve  the  Indian  people. 

It  is  important  that  you  insure  the  effective  delivery  and  efficient  operation 
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of  Federal  Indian  programs  and  services.  I  request  that  priority  attention  be 
given  to  coordination  of  these  efforts  among  the  Departments  and  Agencies 
and  v^ithin  the  Executive  Office  of  the  President. 

In  addition,  I  request  you  continue  to  insure  that  v^hen  Federal  actions  are 
planned  which  affect  Indian  communities,  the  responsible  Indian  leaders  are 
consulted  in  the  planning  process. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  memorandum  was  released  in  Vail,  Colo. 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  With  Reporters 
Following  a  Meeting  With  Republican  Leaders  in  Vail, 
Colorado.     August  27,  1976 

I  AM  sure  you  all  know  that  we  have  had  some  extensive  meetings  since  the 
Vice  President,  Governor  Connally,  Senator  Dole,  and  Rog  Morton  have  been 
out  here.  Let  me  give  you  some  idea  of  the  schedule.  We  had  a  working  dinner. 
We  had  a  meeting  that  lasted  until  about  11:30  last  night.  We  have  met  for 
some  2  hours  this  morning. 

I  would  like  to  make  two  points.  First,  under  no  circumstances  is  it  accurate 
to  say  that  the  Ford-Dole  campaign  is  going  to  be  regional.  The  Ford-Dole 
campaign  is  going  to  be  national.  And  I  want  to  be  very  categorical  in  saying 
we  are  not  writing  off  New  York  State,  and  we  will  have  a  spokesman  in  a 
minute  who  will  reemphasize  it.  And  we  are  not  writing  off  Texas  and  the 
South,  and  have  another  emphatic  spokesman  who  I  think  will  likewise  reiterate 
that.  Our  campaign  is  national,  and  we  believe — as  I  said  in  the  acceptance 
speech,  we  concede  no  State,  we  concede  no  vote. 

Secondly,  we  have  refined  the  areas  that  we  think  are  important  for  this 
campaign  to  emphasize: 

Number  one,  jobs,  and  we  mean  meaningful  jobs  with  an  opportunity  for 
advancement. 

Number  two,  an  accelerated  home  ownership  program.  That  is  something 
more  Americans  are  more  interested  in  today  than  almost  anything,  as  we  look 
at  all  the  polls  that  have  been  taken  and  the  surveys  that  have  been  made. 

Number  three,  quality  health  care  that  is  affordable  to  the  American  people. 
We  have  to  keep  pressure  on  the  costs  of  health  care  and  make  sure  that  the 
quality  of  health  care  that  they're  getting  today  will  be  continued  and  expanded. 


2180 


August  27  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [742] 

Number  four,  crime.  As  I  said  in  the  acceptance  speech,  we  will  not  tolerate 
the  kind  of  crime  rate  increases  that  have  taken  place  over  the  last  3  or  4  years. 
And  we  will  have  not  only  a  reiteration  of  what  I  have  said  in  three  or  four 
speeches  on  the  crime  issue  but  also  some  new  thoughts  and  ideas  that  will  be 
announced  during  the  campaign. 

The  last,  in  the  domestic  area,  recreation.  Some — or,  I  hope,  all — of  you  are 
going  with  us  to  Yellowstone  Park  on  Sunday.  We  will  have  some  announce- 
ments at  that  time  that  I  think  will  show  we  are  interested  in  the  increased 
quality  of  life. 

They  really  incorporate  five  points:  jobs,  ownership,  quality  health  care,  a 
reduction  in  crime,  and  better  recreation  facilities,  and  one  other  that  falls 
under  that  category,  and  that  is  in  the  field  of  education. 

But  there's  one  other  point  that  has  to  be  made  because  it  is  sort  of  all- 
encompassing — peace  throughout  the  world.  As  I  said  in  the  acceptance  speech, 
we  want  peace  at  home  and  peace  throughout  the  world. 

Those  will  be  the  thrusts,  those  will  be  the  emphases,  those  will  be  the  objec- 
tives we  will  try  to  convey  to  the  American  people,  that  the  Ford-Dole  admin- 
istration in  the  next  4  years  will  emphasize. 

I  have  got  with  me  here  today  four  very  close  and  very  good  friends  of  mine. 
And  I  would  like  each  of  them  to  make  a  comment  or  two,  and  then  we  will 
try  to  answer  your  questions. 

The  Vice  President? 

Vice  President  Rockefeller.  Mr.  President,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  think  that  John  and  I  came  out  here— we  haven't  been  in  touch  in  the  last 
few  days.  I  have  been  tremendously  impressed  with  the  speed  with  which  the 
organization  of  this  campaign  has  crystallized,  the  clarity  and  the  character 
and  the  objectives  of  the  organization  itself  and  the  issues.  This  is  terribly 
important.  It's  been  done,  and  now  the  campaign  has  to  roll. 

I'm  particularly  pleased  with  what  the  President  said.  He's  going  to  every 
voter  in  every  State  throughout  the  country. 

I  would  just  like  to  say  that  those  rumors  about  New  York— forget  them.  He 
said  what  he  feels  about  New  York,  and  I  just  want  you  to  remember  that  New 
York  is  a  place  where  people  care.  They  care  about  people,  they  care  about 
the  future  of  this  country,  and  they  care  about  President  Ford,  because  that's 
what  he  cares  about,  people  and  the  future  of  this  great  country— future  free- 
dom, future  peace. 

He's  got  a  record  of  2  years  that  nobody  thought  was  possible,  and  with  the 
vision  he  has  for  the  4  years  that  lie  ahead,  when  he  spells  it  out,  I  think  you  are 
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going  to  see  a  surge  that  is  going  to  take  that  trend  that  we  have  watched  in  the 
polls  and  just  going  to  see  that  moving  up  right  to  the  Hne. 

Some  of  us  had  a  little  experience  with  that,  being  an  underdog,  and  then 
just  that  last  week,  you  know,  and  that's  what  is  going  to  happen.  He's  going 
to  win  this  in  November.  And  this  country  is  going  to  continue  on  the  road 
toward  the  kind  of  security  and  stability  and  peace  which  we  have  enjoyed 
in  this  country  and  which  we  look  forward  to  on  the  basis  of  the  world  as  a 
whole. 

So,  I'm  thrilled  to  be  here  and  delighted.  And  as  the  President  knows — he 
has  said  that  he  wants  ideas  relating  to  the  implementation  of  the  areas  of  his 
concern — and  we  are  all  going  to  work  through  Rog  Morton,  who  will  be 
right  next  to  him,  who  has  got  this  committee.  We  will  feed  our  thoughts  in 
through  Rog,  and  I  don't  know  anyone  who  has  a  greater  sensitivity  to  human 
values,  to  the  political  process,  and  to  a  faith  and  belief  in  America  and  what  it 
stands  for. 

So,  I'm  delighted  to  work  with  him  for  the  President,  both  of  which  are  for 
our  country  and  the  peace  in  the  world. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  Nelson. 

I  think  most  of  you  know  Bob  Dole,  who  I'm  confident  is  going  to  be  the 
next  Vice  President  for  many  good  reasons:  his  fine  record  in  the  Senate — and 
the  job  he  will  do  not  only  on  the  campaign  trail  but  as  the  next  Vice  President — 
a  man  of  compassion,  a  man  of  intelligence,  a  man  of  the  kind  of  ideals  that 
I  think  are  important. 

Bob? 

Senator  Dole.  Than\  you,  Mr,  President. 

I  think  the  general  overview  has  been  outlined.  This  certainly  is  a  working 
group.  I  arrived  at  6:20,  and  I  had  my  first  meeting  at  6:25,  and  got  to  bed  after 
midnight.  So  we  have  had  a  good  start. 

Following  this  press  conference,  I  will  be  meeting  with  Stu  Spencer  ^  and 
others  on,  really,  the  Vice-Presidential — not  the  role — but  budget  matters  and 
staff  matters,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we  will  be  working  on  that. 

Then  this  evening,  I  will  be  meeting  again  with  the  President,  talking  again 
in  general  thoughts  about  the  campaign.  I  brought  back  to  the  President  what 
I  felt  was  an  accurate  view  of  the  States  of  Washington  and  Iowa,  those  two 
events,  and  what  I  feel  is  a  very  upbeat  feeling  around  this  country — reactions 
from  people. 

^  Deputy  chairman  of  the  President  Ford  Committee  for  political  operations. 
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Needless  to  say,  the  change  in  the  poll  was  very  helpful.  But  I  am  encour- 
aged— I  have  been  in  some  political  campaigns  w^here  I  have  been  behind  as 
much  as  12  points  w^ith  4  wrecks  to  go — and  it  is  going  to  be  done.  It  is  going 
to  be  done  because  the  American  people  believe  in  President  Ford's  leadership. 
So,  I  am  excited  about  the  future  and  ready  to  get  going. 

Thank  you. 

The  President.  One  of  my  longstanding,  political  friends  and  a  person  w^hose 
record  in  public  service  is  outstanding — he  came  here  to  meet  w^ith  us.  He 
made  very  significant  contributions  during  our  5  or  6  hours  of  discussion.  And 
I  w^ould  Uke  to  reemphasize  at  this  point,  a  point  that  he  has  made,  and  made 
repeatedly,  that  unemployment  is  a  serious  matter  that  we  are  making  headway 
on.  But  we  have  to  concentrate  on  making  certain  that  we  win  the  battle 
against  inflation.  We're  making  headway  there,  very  significant  headway. 
And  we're  going  to  continue  to  do  so.  I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
Governor  Connally  for  coming  and  joining  us. 

I  would  like  John  to  say  a  word  or  two. 

Governor  Connally.  Mr.  President,  Mr,  Vice  President,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

I  am  delighted  to  say  a  few  words,  because  I  think  I  came  here  to  say  to  you 
that  I  want  to  contribute  everything  I  possibly  can  to  see  your  election  and  the 
election  of  Senator  Dole,  as  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  think  it's  critical,  it's  imperative,  that  you  be  elected.  I  don't  know  of  anyone 
who  has  a  deep  concern  for  this  country  who  is  not  going  to  give  their  all-out 
effort  to  see  that  you  are  elected  in  November. 

And  in  the  conversations  we  had,  you  started  talking,  first,  about  defense  and 
foreign  policy.  There  is  no  question  but  what  you  and  this  Republican  admin- 
istration has  made  an  enormous  contribution  to  peace  in  the  world.  And  that 
peace  we  have  to  continue,  and  those  policies  we  have  to  continue.  And  we  have 
to  initiate  new  policies,  which  you  certainly  are  going  to  do. 

You  reiterated,  again,  your  dedication  to  fight  inflation  in  the  interest  of 
everybody  in  this  country,  and  I  think  there  is  not  a  more  important  issue  in 
this  country. 

I  won't  go  over  all  of  the  things  we  tried  to  talk  about,  but  I  will  say  to 
you  members  of  the  press  that  I  think  the  thing  that  impressed  me  the  most  was 
the  President's  and  Senator  Dole's  fierce  determination  to  wage  an  extremely 
aggressive,  fighting  campaign. 

I  must  say  that  not  a  one  of  us  was  concerned  by  the  present  gap  in  the  polls 
between  Governor  Carter  and  President  Ford.  I  personally  reported  to  the 
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President  that  I  felt,  in  my  travels  around  the  country,  that  we  could  close 
this  gap  even  more.  I  think  the  next  poll  will  show  a  greater  closure.  Part  of 
it  stems  from  the  fact  that  people,  frankly,  know  this  President.  They  know 
what  he  is.  They  know  his  concern  for  the  people  of  this  country.  They  know 
what  his  policies  are.  They  know  his  commitment  to  peace.  They  know  his 
commitment  to  bettering  the  quality  of  life  in  this  country. 

Then,  on  the  other  side,  frankly,  everywhere  I  have  gone  throughout  the 
country,  in  every  strata  of  society,  I  have  detected  a  note  of  fear  about  Governor 
Carter  and  an  uncertainty  about  Governor  Carter.  I  think  we  have  a  campaign 
that  we  can  win.  I  think  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  country  that  we  win  it.  I 
think  if  you  consider  what  this  President  has  done  and  how  he  has  been 
thwarted  by  a  Democrat  Congress,  that  it  ought  to  be  clear  to  the  American 
people  that  probably  the  worst  thing  that  could  happen  would  be  to  have  a 
Democrat  President  and  a  Democrat-controlled  Congress.  And  I,  for  one,  am 
going  to  do  everything  I  can  to  see  that,  hopefully,  we  don't  have  either. 
{Laughter']  Thank  you. 

The  President.  That's  a  great  speech,  John,  and  I'm  all  for  that. 

I  asked  Rog  Morton  to  join  us  here  because  Rog  is  going  to  have  a  very 
important  role.  I  want  to  make  it  very  categorical  that  Rog's  responsibility,  as 
chairman  of  our  Steering  Committee,  is  vital.  He  will  announce  the  member- 
ship of  that  group  early  next  week,  but  he  will  be  the  funnel  for  the  ideas  that 
come  from  the  Vice  President,  from  Governor  Connally,  and  from  others,  so 
that  we  get  a  political  impact  with  specific  recommendations  that  are  important 
as  we  not  only  move  into  the  campaign  but  we  move  and  prepare  for  the  next 
administration. 

Rog,  would  you  like  to  say  a  word  ? 

Mr.  Morton.  I  think  you  said  it  all,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Well,  Rog  is  going  to  play  a  vital  role  in  this  campaign.  He 
will  work  not  in  the  administrative  side,  but  in  the  policy  and  the  promotion 
side. 

Jim  Baker,  of  course,  will  be  handling  the  administrative  side  as  actual  chair- 
man of  the  operations  of  the  President  Ford  Committee. 

We  have  agreed,  after  making  a  few  comments,  to  respond  to  some  of  your 
questions. 

Questions 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  question  for  Governor  Connally. 

The  President.  Could  you  speak  a  litrie  louder,  Aldo  [Aldo  B.  Beckman, 


2184 


August  27  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [742] 

Chicago  Tribune  Press  Service]  ?  I  didn't  recognize  you  in  that  gear  there. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  I  would  Hke  to  address  this  to  Governor  Connally. 

Governor,  you  said  you  w^ere  w^ilHng  to  do  anything  you  could  for  the  Presi- 
dent. Would  you  tell  us  vv^hy  you  didn't  accept  the  chairmanship  of  the  National 
Committee  ? 

Governor  Connally.  Because  I  think  I  can  do  more  effective  v^ork,  frankly, 
campaigning  across  the  country.  I  think  the  Republican  National  Committee 
is  going  to  be  extremely  important  and  extremely  critical.  They  have  their  jobs 
to  do,  but  their  course  is  fairly  vi^ell  set,  it  seems  to  me. 

Mary  Louise  Smith  is  a  superb  chairman.  I  thought  it  was  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  party  or  in  the  President's  interest  or  that  we  even  talk  about  such  a  change. 
And  I  have  made  it  abundantly  clear  that  I  didn't  want  anything  except  to  try 
to  help.  I  love  campaigning.  I  am  going  to  campaign  all  across  this  country,  and 
I  didn't  want  any — and  still  don't  want  any — administrative  duties  or  respon- 
sibiUties  that  will  preclude  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  role  do  you  specifically  see  for  Senator  Dole  in  your 
campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  think  Senator  Dole  has  gotten  off  to  a  great  beginning.  His 
fantastic  speech  in  Seattle  and  his  excellent  speech  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  I  think 
give  a  very  good  indication  of  the  kind  of  a  role  that  Senator  Dole  will  perform. 
While  he's  here  between  now  and  Saturday,  we  will  put  together  the  final  touches 
on  what  his  role  will  be  in  addition  to  what  he's  already  undertaken. 

Q.  Is  he  going  to  be  the  hatchet  man  ? 

The  President.  Oh,  we  aren't  going  to  have  any  hatchet  man.  We're  just  going 
to  lay  the  record  out,  the  record  of  what  we've  done,  the  indecision  and  the 
flip-flops  that  my  opponent  and  his  running  mate  have  performed. 

There's  no  hatchet  man  involved  here.  The  record  is  clear — what  we  have 
done  and  what  they  have  promised  to  do.  We  can't  really  find  out  what  they 
have  promised  to  do. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  why  is  there  not  in  this  group  one  of  the  Republican  leaders 
who  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  over  the  Republican  Convention  ?  Why  isn't 
Governor  Reagan  here  ? 

The  President.  As  I  said  yesterday,  Ann  [Ann  Compton,  ABC  News],  Gov- 
ernor Reagan  and  I  had  an  indepth  meeting  the  day  that  I  accepted— the  night 
after  the  nomination — and  we  saw  him,  as  you  all  saw,  his  very,  very  warm  par- 
ticipation at  the  night  of  the  acceptance  speech.  We  certainly  expect  that  he  will 
be  helpful.  He  gave  me  every  indication  that  he  would. 
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Q.  Do  you  expect  to  be  talking  with  Governor  Reagan  ? 

The  President.  I'm  sure  I  will. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  your  issues  that  you  mentioned  for  the  coming  campaign, 
your  predecessor,  Mr.  Nixon,  also  promised  that  he  was  going  to  reduce  crime, 
and  yet,  as  you  just  pointed  out,  he  didn't  do  so.  What  specifically  can  you  do 
or  what  kind  of  things  can  you  do  to  reduce  the  increase  in  crime  rates  ? 

The  President.  About  9  months  ago  I  sent  to  the  Congress  a  very  specific 
plan  that  called  for  stiffer  penalties,  mandatory  penalties,  in  the  area  of  indi- 
viduals who  commit  major  crimes  using  a  gun,  specific  recommendations  that 
do  something  affirmatively  about  the  illegal  drug  traffic,  et  cetera. 

If  the  Congress  would  help  us  with  that,  instead  of  doing  nothing — I  pointed 
it  out  very  emphatically  in  the  acceptance  speech — we  would  have  many  more 
tools  to  do  something  to  reduce  crime  rather  than  let  it  drift  as  it  is.  But  I  indi- 
cated a  few  moments  ago,  we  will  have  some  additional  proposals  between  now 
and  November  2. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  much  money  will  you  allocate  from  your  campaign 
funds  for  New  York,  Texas,  and  the  South  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  give  you  those  details.  But  there  will  be  a  fully  ade- 
quate allocation  on  a  national  basis,  so  our  campaign  doesn't  write  off  any  State, 
and  we  will  run  a  national  campaign. 

Q.  Do  you  plan  to  allocate  the  same  amount  to  every  State  ? 

The  President.  Oh,  no.  I  can't  give  you  those  details.  It's  just  impossible  at 
this  time. 

Q.  Governor  Connally  said  that  there  is  a  growing  trend  of  fear  among  the 
American  people  of  Governor  Carter.  Do  you  agree  with  that,  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  afraid  of  Governor  Carter  ? 

The  President.  There  certainly  is.  We  find  a  distinct  uneasiness,  and  I  think 
many  polls  reflect  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  before  that  there  were  a  number  of  issues — 
you  said  education  to  a  certain  extent.  Can  you  elaborate  on  that  ? 

The  President.  We  have  some  proposals  that  I  think  will  be  forthcoming 
that  will  show  the  concern  this  administration  has  for  an  improved  educational 
opportunity  program  within  the  quality  of  life  suggestion. 

Q.  Are  you  talking  about  busing  ? 

The  President.  We  will  submit  those  to  you  at  the  proper  time. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  Governor  Connally  tell  us  what  he  meant  by  the  fear 
he  found  of  Governor  Carter  across  the  country  ? 

Governor  Connally.  Mr.  President,  let  me  respond  in  part  by  saying,  yes. 
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there  is  a  great  deal  of  fear  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  knowledgeable  about 
foreign  policy  matters  and  defense  matters.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  fear  that  if 
he  is  elected  there  are  going  to  be  more  serious  cuts  in  the  defense  effort.  The 
Democrats  have  already  cut  $50  billion  in  recent  years  out  of  the  defense  budget. 
They  are  afraid  that  they  will  suffer  even  greater  cuts  in  the  real  muscle  of  the 
defense  effort  of  this  country. 

There  are  a  great  many  people,  workers  and  factory  owners  ahke,  in  this 
country  who  have  a  great  fear  when  they  see  him  get  up  and  say  he  wants  to 
out-Nader  Nader.^  They  are  concerned  about  that.  There  are  a  great  many 
other  people  who  know  something  about  energy  in  the  country  who  are  not  only 
afraid  but  alarmed  when  they  hear  him  say  that  he  doesn't  think  we  need  to  be 
concerned  about  importing  crude  oil,  that  we  ought  to  just  quit  importing  it. 
It  shows  a  complete  lack  of  understanding  of  the  energy  problems  of  this  Nation. 
Those  are  three  categories  that  I  can  think  of  very  quickly. 

The  President.  Let  me  add  one  point  to  that.  In  Governor  Connally's  very 
effective  speech  at  the  convention,  he  made  a  point  which  I  think  does  reflect 
that  fear  and  apprehension  of  the  American  people.  Peace  abroad  is  a  very  criti- 
cal issue.  I  have  the  distinct  feeling — and  I  think  some  of  the  polls  indicate  it — 
that  the  American  people  want  an  individual  with  experience  running  our 
foreign  policy.  They  don't  want  a  person  whose  name,  as  Governor  Connally 
said,  they  didn't  know  a  year  and  a  half  ago  running  American  foreign  policy. 

Q.  Governor  Connally,  can  we  ask  you  a  question,  please  ?  There  was  a  story 
as  recendy  as  this  morning  in  the  paper  that  you  were  unhappy  with  President 
Ford  following  the  convention  and  that  indeed  there  was  a  rift.  You  have  seen 
these  stories,  I  am  sure.  Would  you  care  to  set  the  record  straight  on  that? 

Governor  Connally.  Yes,  I  will  set  the  record  straight.  It  will  probably  last 
about  24  hours,  hopefully,  but  I  am  not  unhappy  with  President  Ford,  never 
have  been,  was  not  before,  during,  or  after  the  convention.  I  am  not  now.  If  I 
was,  I  wouldn't  be  here. 

I  think  he  has  been  an  outstanding  President.  I  think,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago, 
that  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  all  of  us  do  everything  we  know  how  to  do  to 
reelect  him.  And  I  was  here  to  try  to  contribute  what  litrie  I  could  to  the 
discussion,  and  I  am  going  to  be  around  the  country  contributing  what  little  I 
can  to  see  that  he  and  Senator  Dole  are  elected. 

Q.  What  about  the  story  that  you  had  indicated  that  you  thought  it  was  too 
late  for  the  President  to  mount  a  winning  campaign 


'  Ralph  Nader,  a  consumer  advocate  and  a  trustee  of  Public  Citizens,  Inc. 
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Governor  Connally.  That  isn't  so  at  all. 

Q.  Then  you  don't  view  him  as  a  loser  ? 

Governor  Connally.  Of  course  I  don't  view  him  as  a  loser.  I  think,  you  know, 
I  am  a  fellow  that  understands  these  gaps.  When  I  announced  for  Governor  of 
Texas  in  1962,  the  polls  indicated  that  I  had  4  percent.  So,  when  you  talk  about 
closing  the  10-percent  gap,  that  is  no  hill  for  a  stepper.  [Laughter] 

One  thing,  if  I  may.  Let  me  impose  on  you  and  ask  for  your  indulgence  for 
one  moment  longer. 

Mr.  Ray  Hutchison,  the  chairman  of  the  RepubUcan  Party  in  Texas,  Sena- 
tor Tower,  some  of  the  top  people  who  were  very  strongly  in  support  of  Gov- 
ernor Reagan,  and  I  have  extended  an  invitation  officially  through  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Ray  Hutchison,  to  the  Vice  President  (Senator  Dole)  to  come  to  Texas 
on  September  10  and  11  to  appear  at  a  rally  in  Austin,  Texas,  a  giant  Republi- 
can rally  the  night  of  the  10th,  and  speak  to  the  State  Convention  the  morning 
of  the  11th.  He  has  kindly  consented  to  do  so.  We  are  delighted  he  is,  and  we 
hope  we  can  show  him  a  real  welcome  there. 

Thank  you.  Thank  you.  Senator. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:03  a.m.  at  the  Bass  House,  residence  of  Richard  Bass,  owner/operator  of 
Snowbird  resort. 
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Remarks  at  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  Wyoming. 
August  29,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Tom  Kleppe,  Senator  Hansen,  Congressman  Hansen, 
representatives  of  the  Department  of  Interior,  reverend  clergy,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

Labor  Day,  next  w^eekend,  marks  the  end  of  a  glorious  summer.  It  means 
one  more  carefree  holiday  before  we  all  go  back  to  school,  back  to  work,  back 
to  the  duties  we  must  do  to  build  better  lives  for  ourselves,  our  children,  and 
our  country. 

For  many  families  it  means  one  last  chance  to  get  out  of  town,  out  into  the 
sun,  under  the  stars,  close  to  nature's  beauties  and  nature's  creatures.  For  me 
this  is  a  moment  that  I  have  been  looking  forward  to  for  a  long,  long  time — to 
return  to  Yellowstone  where  I  spent  one  of  the  greatest  summers  of  my  life. 

Being  a  seasonal  park  ranger — we  used  to  call  them  90-day  wonders,  maybe 
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they  still  do — [laughter] — was  one  of  the  most  challenging  experiences,  one 
of  the  greatest  jobs  I  ever  had  following  my  graduation  from  the  University  of 
Michigan.  Now  it  seems  more  like  fun  than  hard  work,  though  we  had  plenty 
of  both. 

I  have  been  telling  my  family  about  that  summer  ever  since.  Maybe  I  overdid 
those  bedtime  stories  about  my  firefighting  exploits  and  my  heroic  bouts  with 
the  bears.  [Laughter]  At  least  that  is  what  Mike,  Jack,  Steve,  and  Susan  keep 
on  telling  me.  [Laughter] 

So,  this  time,  I  brought  some  of  the  family  along.  Jack,  as  you  know  and  has 
been  mentioned,  is  no  stranger  to  Yellowstone.  Two  years  ago  this  month  he 
was  working  as  a  ranger  at  a  tower  station — actually  he  was  out  fishing — when 
he  got  a  sudden  summons  to  come  to  Washington  to  see  his  old  man  get  a 
new  job. 

So,  today,  it  is  a  sentimental  return  to  the  scene  of  wonderful  memories  for 
two  of  the  Fords  and  a  new  experience  for  Susan,  who  hopes  to  get  some  good 
Yellowstone  photographs  like  she  did  last  summer  at  Yosemite. 

Family  vacations — especially  among  the  majestic  mountains  of  the  West — 
are  a  tradition  of  our  family.  My  parents  always  took  my  brothers  and  myself 
to  lakes  and  woods  in  my  State  of  Michigan  before  I  was  big  enough  to  go 
myself  as  a  Boy  Scout.  There  is  something  wonderful  about  the  wide  open 
spaces  that  is  almost  a  necessity  for  Americans.  Being  alone  with  nature 
strengthens  our  love  for  one  another  and  for  our  country. 

For  those  who  live  close  to  the  land,  this  is  nothing  new.  But  as  more  and 
more  Americans  live  in  cities,  the  lure  of  the  mountains,  the  beaches,  the  lakes, 
the  rivers  becomes  more  and  more  compelling.  So,  I  have  a  serious  as  well  as 
a  sentimental  reason  for  this  visit  today. 

Our  Bicentennial  Fourth  of  July  turned  out  to  be  a  very  profound  experience 
for  millions  and  millions  of  Americans.  Amid  the  fireworks  and  parades,  the 
tall  ships  and  the  trips  to  historic  shrines  in  our  joyous  celebration  of  200  years 
of  our  Nation  under  God,  we  found  new  meaning  for  the  words  of  freedom, 
equality,  and  unity. 

[At  this  point,  the  Presidents  remarks  were  interrupted  by  the  eruption  of  the  Old  Faithful 
geyser.] 

I  always  knew  the  Park  Service  was  efficient  and  effective,  and  they  really 
proved  it  just  a  moment  ago.  [Laughter] 

If  I  might  say,  with  our  Bicentennial  celebration,  which  was  very  meaningful, 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  we  did  find  new  meaning  for  the  words  freedom,  equality, 
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and  unity.  Somehow,  despite  our  difficulties  and  our  differences— perhaps  be- 
cause of  them— Americans  recaptured  the  essential  spirit  and  greatness  that 
makes  us  a  very  special  kind  of  people.  We  realized  again  what  a  wonderful 
thing  it  is  just  to  be  an  American. 

As  I  thought  about  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  this  great  country— 
not  only  in  the  last  2  years  but  during  the  last  two  centuries — I  also  thought 
about  those  things  that  must  never  change.  Those  unchanging  things  really 
make  us  Americans.  They  are  the  things  we  must  pass  on  to  future  generations. 
Some  are  intangible,  invisible — our  deep  religious  and  moral  convictions,  our 
bonds  of  family  and  community,  our  political  values  embodied  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  and  the  Constitution.  But  we  have  other  common  treas- 
ures that  are  material  and  visible,  that  can  be  damaged  and  destroyed  by  man. 
We  must  be  equally  committed  to  conserve  and  to  cherish  our  incomparable 
natural  heritage — our  wildlife,  our  air,  our  waters,  and  our  land,  itself. 

More  than  a  century  ago  we  began  to  save  our  natural  heritage  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  future  Americans  with  the  national  park  system,  of  which  Yellow- 
stone is  the  oldest  and  the  largest.  This  year  alone  we  expect  260  million  Ameri- 
ans  to  visit  and  enjoy  our  287  national  parks  that  spread  from  the  Virgin  Islands 
to  Maine  to  Alaska  and  to  Hawaii.  And  I  am  sure  there  are  times  when  some 
of  you  thought  that  all  260  million  were  camping  on  your  camp  site.  [Laughter^ 

We  have  had  a  wonderful  Bicentennial.  We  celebrated  what  our  patriotic 
founders  and  our  immigrant  ancestors  handed  down  to  us.  We  renewed  our 
vows  to  their  vision  of  freedom  and  equality.  But  I  found  myself  saying  we 
ought  to  do  more.  Can't  we  do  something  special,  as  our  Bicentennial  birthday 
present  to  future  generations,  a  gift  that  will  be  gratefully  remembered  100 
years  from  now  ?  We  can. 

I,  therefore,  decided  upon  a  10-year  national  commitment  to  double  America's 
heritage  of  national  parks,  recreation  areas,  wildlife  sanctuaries,  urban  parks, 
and  historic  sites. 

I  will  send  to  the  Congress,  Tuesday,  a  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act,  which 
calls  for  a  pledge  of  $1,500  million  during  the  next  10  years.  It  will  more  than 
double  our  present  acreage  of  land  for  national  parks,  recreation  areas,  and 
wildlife  sanctuaries;  beginning  development  of  these  new  lands  to  make  them 
accessible  and  enjoyable;  improving  facilities  and  increasing  dedicated  person- 
nel at  existing  national  parks;  making  available  $200  million  for  urban  parks; 
bringing  the  benefits  of  nature  to  those  who  live  in  our  cities;  and  accelerating 
the  development  of  parklands  and  sanctuaries  now  delayed  for  lack  of  man- 
power and  of  money. 
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This  national  commitment  means  we  may  have  to  tighten  our  belts  elsewhere 
a  bit,  but  it  is  the  soundest  investment  in  the  future  of  America  that  I  can 
envision.  We  must  act  now  to  prevent  the  loss  of  treasures  that  can  never  be 
replaced  for  ourselves,  our  children,  and  for  future  generations  of  Americans. 

This  is  a  big  job,  one  that  requires  government  action  at  all  levels.  But  like 
most  of  the  big  jobs  Americans  undertake,  it  cannot  be  left  to  government 
alone.  In  the  past  the  cause  of  land  conservation  has  been  advanced  by  many 
concerned  citizens,  companies,  and  private  organizations.  The  Rockefeller 
family,  represented  here  today  by  Mary  and  Laurance  Rockefeller,  is  an  out- 
standing example  of  this  dedication.  I  thank  them  and  all  such  farsighted 
Americans  for  their  generous  contributions  to  our  national  park  system  and 
the  preservation  of  our  priceless  natural  heritage. 

I  call  upon  all  Americans — our  Bicentennial  generation  which  has  enjoyed 
the  blessings  of  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  ours  for  200  years — to  join 
in  a  great  new  undertaking  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  lives  and  of  our  land. 

I  recall  that  snowy  day  in  1961  when  President  Kennedy  was  inaugurated. 
I  can  still  see  that  great  American  poet,  Robert  Frost,  standing  on  the  steps  of 
the  United  States  Capitol,  reciting  these  moving  lines  "The  land  was  ours 
before  we  were  the  land's.  She  was  our  land  more  than  100  years  before  we 
were  her  people." 

I  remember  as  a  ranger  the  first  time  I  stood  alone  on  Inspiration  Point  over 
at  Canyon  Station  looking  out  over  this  beautiful  land.  I  thought  to  myself  how 
lucky  I  was  that  my  parents'  and  grandparents'  generation  had  the  vision  and 
the  determination  to  save  it  for  us. 

Now  it  is  our  turn  to  make  our  own  gift  outright  to  those  who  will  come 
after  us,  15  years,  40  years,  100  years  from  now.  I  want  to  be  as  faithful  to  my 
grandchildren's  generation  as  Old  Faithful  has  been  to  ours.  What  better  way 
can  we  add  a  new  dimension  to  our  third  century  of  freedom  ? 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:    The   President   spoke  at    1:12   p.m.   at  Old       Kleppe,   Senator  Cliflford  P.  Hansen  of  Wyoming, 
Faithful    Lodge.    In   his    opening   remarks,   he   re-       and  Representative  George  Hansen  of  Idaho, 
ferred    to    Secretary    of    the    Interior    Thomas    S. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  the  National 
Council  on  the  Arts.     August  31,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  hereby  transmit  to  the  Congress  the  Annual  Report  of  the  National  Council 
on  the  Arts  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  for  Fiscal  Year  1975. 

Our  Bicentennial  year  marks  the  beginning  of  a  second  decade  for  the  Arts 
Endowment  which,  under  the  guidance  of  the  National  Council,  has  made  a 
substantial  contribution  to  enriching  the  quality  of  life  in  America.  This  is  a 
time  for  us  to  reflect  upon  our  history  and  to  reassess  our  goals  for  the  future. 
The  arts  have  always  been  an  expression  of  the  diversity  of  America's  richly 
varied  cultural  experience.  We  are  beginning  to  appreciate  how  important  the 
arts  are  as  resources — to  improve  our  cities — to  bring  creativity  into  our  schools — 
to  bring  greater  perception  to  all,  young  and  old. 

This  Annual  Report  reflects  the  Federal  government's  continuing  support  for 
the  arts  and  its  concern  that  public  funds  be  instrumental  in  generating  private 
dollars.  The  efforts  of  the  Arts  Endowment  in  that  regard  are  very  gratifying 
and  I  hope  that  each  member  of  Congress  will  share  my  enthusiasm  for  this 
agency's  achievements. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  31, 1976. 

note:    The   report   is    entitled    "Annual    Report   of       ended  June  30,   1975"   (Government  Printing  Of- 
the    National    Endowment    for    the    Arts    and    the        fice,  133  pp.). 
National  Council  on  the  Arts  for  the  Fiscal  Year 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting 
Proposed  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Legislation. 
August  31,  1976 

I  AM  sending  to  the  Congress  today  the  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act.  This 
proposal  will  more  than  double  the  present  acreage  of  land  for  national  parks, 
recreation  areas,  and  wildlife  sanctuaries.  It  will  provide  funds  for  the  develop- 
ment of  these  new  lands  to  make  them  accessible  and  enjoyable. 
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It  will  enable  us  to  improve  facilities  and  to  increase  dedicated  personnel  at 
existing  national  parks.  It  will  make  available  $200  million  for  urban  parks, 
bringing  the  benefits  of  nature  to  those  who  live  in  our  communities.  And 
it  will  accelerate  the  development  of  parklands  and  sanctuaries  now  delayed 
for  lack  of  manpower  and  of  money. 

This  national  commitment  is  one  of  the  soundest  investments  in  the  future 
of  America.  We  must  act  now  to  prevent  the  loss  of  treasures  that  can  never  be 
replaced  for  ourselves,  for  our  children,  and  for  the  generations  in  the  future. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:57  p.m.  at  a  ceremony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Proposed 
Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Legislation.     August  51,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  today  submitting  to  the  Congress  the  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act. 
This  proposal  establishes  a  10-year  national  commitment  to  double  America's 
heritage  of  natiohal  parks,  recreation  areas,  wildlife  refuges,  urban  parks,  and 
historic  sites.  The  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act  would  authorize  and  appro- 
priate funds  for  the  acquisition,  improvement,  rehabilitation,  and  maintenance 
of  the  National  Parks  System  and  National  Wildlife  Refuge  System  and  increase 
grants  to  communities  to  improve  park  and  recreation  facilities. 

Enactment  of  my  proposal  would  establish  a  $1.5  billion  program  to: 

— ^provide  $141  million  to  be  used  to  acquire  lands  for  parks,  wildlife  refuges, 
and  recreation  areas,  and  historic  sites. 

— ^provide  $700  million  to  develop  new  and  existing  parklands  and  refuges 
into  recreation  and  conservation  resources  ready  to  serve  the  public. 

— provide  $459  million  for  upgrading  and  increased  staffing  for  the  national 
parks  and  wildHfe  refuges  systems. 

— ^provide  $200  million  for  grants  to  cities  to  upgrade  present  park  areas  in 
disrepair. 

This  bill  also  contains  a  supplemental  budget  request  for  appropriations 
totalling  $1.32  bilHon  for  fiscal  year  1977,  $1.30  billion  to  remain  available  for 
obligation  until  1986. 

The  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Program  will  significantly  influence  the 
future  of  the  31-million  acre  National  Park  System.  The  System,  with  its  287 
areas,  contains  outstanding  natural  features  and  historical  sites.  These  areas  often 
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suffer  from  overuse  or  deficient  maintenance,  and  areas  with  high  recreation 
potential  often  lack  adequate  access  roads  and  visitor  facilities.  Many  of  the 
nationally  significant  historical  and  archeological  sites  are  deteriorating  from 
lack  of  proper  protection  and  suitable  resource  management  planning  and  ex- 
ecution. The  addition  of  lands  to  the  System,  coupled  w^ith  effective  resource 
management,  will  increase  opportunities  for  outdoor  recreation,  as  well  as  in- 
sure the  protection  and  perpetuation  of  these  resources  for  future  generations. 
Their  inclusion  would  also  help  to  alleviate  overcrowding  problems  at  areas 
currently  in  the  System,  where  sharply  accelerated  visitation  during  recent  years 
has  seriously  impacted  park  resources. 

The  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Program  will  also  be  important  to  the  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  System.  The  378  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  which  en- 
compass 32  million  acres,  provide  habitat  for  a  wide  variety  of  the  Nation's 
fish  and  wildlife.  The  Refuge  System,  like  the  National  Park  System,  has  de- 
teriorated seriously.  In  the  last  two  decades,  the  System  has  doubled  in  size, 
and  public  visitation  has  quadrupled  to  30  million  visitors  a  year.  Yet,  staffing 
has  not  been  increased  in  the  last  ten  years.  Many  facilities  such  as  roads,  build- 
ings, and  water  management  structures  have  deteriorated  for  lack  of  mainten- 
ance. Of  even  more  concern  is  the  daily  destruction  of  the  Nation's  essential 
wildlife  habitat  which  is  being  bought,  developed,  polluted,  or  otherwise  altered. 

To  assist  in  improving  community  parks  and  recreation  facilities  the  Program 
would  also  authorize  funds,  pursuant  to  the  Housing  and  Community  Devel- 
opment Act  of  1974,  in  the  amount  of  $200  million  to  be  available  for  communi- 
ties to  use  in  their  recreation  programs. 

As  part  of  the  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Program,  I  again  urge  the  Con- 
gress to  act  expeditiously  and  to  enact  the  proposed  Alaska  Conservation  Act 
which  was  first  proposed  in  December  1973  and  resubmitted  in  March  1975.  I 
am  disappointed  that  the  94th  Congress  has  failed  to  take  action  on  this  initiative. 
My  hope  is  that  the  Congress  will  take  positive  action  on  this  important  con- 
servation measure,  which  would  add  more  than  64  million  acres  of  land  to  the 
National  Park  System  and  the  National  Wildlife  Refuge  System  and  thus  double 
the  size  of  both  of  these  systems. 

The  program  I  now  present  to  the  Congress  will  reaffirm  our  Nation's  com- 
mitment to  preserve  the  best  of  our  vast  and  beautiful  country  and  the  wildlife 
inhabiting  it.  It  will  be  a  sound  investment  in  America  which  will  pay  off  hand- 
somely by  permanently  insuring  and  enriching  the  natural  treasures  to  be  inheri- 
ted by  future  generations.  All  Americans  must  stand  committed  to  conserve 
and  cherish  our  incomparable  natural  heritage — our  wildlife,  our  air,  our  water 
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resources  and  our  land  itself.  As  our  nation  begins  its  third  century,  we  must 
renew  our  commitment  to  save  this  great  natural  heritage  for  the  enjoyment  of 
future  generations  of  Americans. 

Accordingly,  I  strongly  urge  the  Congress  to  enact  the  proposed  "Bicentennial 
Land  Heritage  Act  of  1976",  which  estabUshes  a  program  designed  to  insure 
the  fulfillment  of  this  national  commitment. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  31,  1976. 

note:  a  copy  of  the  draft  bill  was  also  included  as  part  of  the  release. 

747 

Statement  on  Extension  of  the  Income  Tax  Reduction. 
August  3h  1976 

I  AM  pleased  that  yesterday's  agreement  by  a  House-Senate  conference  com- 
mittee has  moved  us  one  step  closer  to  a  reduction  in  individual  income  taxes.^ 

But  no  one  should  be  fooled  at  this  apparent  progress.  The  Congress  had  the 
opportunity  to  enact  a  much  bigger  tax  cut— the  $28  billion  tax  cut  that  I  recom- 
mended earHer  this  year — ^but  it  chose  not  to  grant  the  American  people  the  addi- 
tional tax  relief  they  deserve. 

In  effect,  this  tax  bill  means  that  the  Democratic  majority  in  the  Congress 
is  giving  the  country  only  half  a  loaf— the  half  it  already  has— and  letting  the 
other  half  be  swallowed  up  by  the  big  spenders. 

748 

Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Safety  of  Life  at  Sea,  1974. 
September  1,  1976 

[Dated  August  31,  1976.    Released  September  1,  1976] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  acceptance, 
the  International  Convention  for  the  Safety  of  Life  at  Sea,  1974,  done  at  London, 

^  On  August  30  the  conference  committee,  in  considering  the  proposed  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976,  tentatively 
agreed  to  extend  some  personal  tax  credits  through  1977. 
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November  1, 1974.  The  report  of  the  Department  of  State  is  enclosed  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Senate  in  connection  with  its  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Final  Act  of  the  International  Conference  on 
Safety  of  Life  at  Sea,  1974,  held  at  London  from  October  21  to  November  1, 
1974. 

Numerous  technical  amendments  to  the  1960  Safety  of  Life  at  Sea  Conven- 
tion have  been  proposed  and  accepted  by  the  depository  organization  since  1966. 
The  United  States  has  accepted  all  of  these  amendments.  However,  none  of  them 
have  received  the  necessary  explicit  acceptance  by  the  required  two-thirds  of  the 
contracting  governments  to  enter  into  force.  The  1974  Convention  incorporates 
all  of  the  amendments  and  contains  an  improved  procedure  which  will  acceler- 
ate acceptance  of  future  amendments  to  the  technical  regulations.  I  recom- 
mend that  the  Senate  give  prompt  consideration  to  this  Convention  and  consent 
to  its  acceptance. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

August  31,  1976. 

note:  The  convention  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  O  (94th  Cong.,  2d  sess.). 

749 

Remarks  at  the  General  Conference  of  the  National 
Guard  Association.     September  1,  1976 

General  Corning,  Jim  Lynn,  distinguished  platform  guests,  members  of  the 
National  Guard  Association: 

I  am  deeply  honored  to  be  in  the  company  of  the  United  States  National 
Guard,  individuals  who  follow  in  the  great  tradition  of  the  citizen  soldiers  who 
responded  to  the  call  for  freedom  200  years  ago — congratulations. 

As  Commander  in  Chief,  I  am  proud  to  have  every  single  one  of  you  on 
America's  national  security  team.  This  team  has  never  been  stronger  nor  better 
prepared  to  meet  any  challenge  to  this  Nation's  safety  or  freedom.  And  we  will 
keep  it  that  way. 

Clear  and  painful  lessons — lessons  of  history — have  taught  us — ^we,  all  Ameri- 
cans— to  demand  nothing  less.  America  is  a  nation  that  does  cherish  peace,  but 
we  have  learned  in  this  century  that  the  best  insurance  of  peace  is  a  military 
capacity  that  commands  respect  throughout  the  world. 
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When  I  took  office  as  President,  defense  expenditures  claimed  a  smaller  per- 
centage of  the  Federal  budget  than  at  any  time  since  Pearl  Harbor.  A  decade  of 
Congresses  had  chopped  away  at  America's  defense  budgets,  cutting  more  than 
$50  billion  from  defense  appropriations  over  the  last  10  years. 

I  knew  from  my  12  years'  experience  as  a  member  of  the  Defense  Subcommit- 
tee on  Appropriations  in  the  House  of  Representatives  that  that  dangerous  trend 
had  to  be  reversed,  and  I  reversed  it.  Cutting  the  muscle  out  of  America's  de- 
fenses is  not  the  best  way  to  ensure  peace.  It  is  the  best  way  to  destroy  it.  The 
world  is  still  a  dangerous  place.  We  cannot  lay  down  our  arms  in  the  simple  hope 
that  others  will  follow  our  lead,  and  we  cannot  retreat  from  the  frontlines  of 
freedom  if  we  are  to  preserve  freedom  here  at  home. 

There  are  those  in  this  political  year  who  want  to  withdraw  our  troops  from 
positions  overseas.  The  voices  of  retreat  who  talk  about  a  phased  withdrawal, 
they  talk  as  if  our  defenses  won't  be  weakened  if  we  only  dismantle  them  one 
brick  at  a  time.  They  are  very,  very  wrong.  Preparedness  preserves  peace,  weak- 
ness invites  war. 

Our  "total  force"  defense  policy  in  which  the  National  Guard  plays  a  very 
crucial  part  is  vital  to  this  preparedness.  Our  active  all-volunteer  armed  forces 
are  no  bigger  than  they  have  to  be  because  of  the  outstanding  contributions  of 
our  capable  reserves  and  National  Guard  forces.  I  congratulate  each  and  every 
one  of  you  and  your  associates  back  home. 

My  policy  in  this  area  is  clear.  Since  we  are  giving  the  Army  National  Guard 
and  the  Air  National  Guard  ever  greater  responsibility,  we  have  to  give  you  the 
best  training  and  the  best  combat  equipment  available,  and  we  will.  We  can 
never  again  afford  to  treat  our  National  Guard  as  the  poor  relations  of  our 
regular  forces.  Hand-me-down  weapons  are  not  enough  for  the  National  Guard. 

My  administration  has  made  every  effort  to  upgrade  your  equipment  and 
your  training.  Our  Guard  forces  are  being  equipped  and  trained  to  fight  on 
the  first  team  against  any  potential  enemy.  You  are  now  being  assigned  some 
of  the  world's  most  modern  combat  equipment.  In  the  future,  I  will  fight  to 
make  certain  that  you  get  even  more  of  the  best. 

Every  member  of  the  National  Guard  has  made  a  very  special  commitment 
to  our  country.  It  is  best  said  in  the  National  Guard  Association  motto:  "We 
serve."  You  made  that  commitment  because  you  know  there  comes  a  point 
when  you  have  to  make  tough  decisions,  there  comes  a  point  when  you  have  to 
make  a  stand.  I  reaffirm  my  promise  to  face  up  to  those  same  tough  decisions. 
With  God's  help,  we  will  stand  up  for  the  country  we  love,  for  the  freedom 
we  cherish,  and  for  peace  among  nations. 
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Like  all  of  you,  I  value  the  peace  that  America  enjoys  in  1976,  the  peace  that 
finds  no  Americans  in  combat  anywhere  in  the  world  today.  We  possess  and 
we  must  maintain  the  diplomatic  skill  and  the  military  might  which  can  keep 
the  peace  and  protect  our  national  security. 

I  will  not  lead  the  American  people  down  the  road  to  needless  danger  or 
senseless  destruction.  We  will  march  ahead  on  the  path  of  peace  through 
strength  and  give  America  and  our  freedom  a  new  dimension  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:    The    President    spoke    at    11    a.m.    in    the  Dakota  and  president  of  the  National  Guard  Asso- 

International   Ballroom  at  the  Washington   Hilton  ciation,  and  James  T.  Lynn,  Director  of  the  Office 

Hotel.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Maj.  of  Management  and  Budget. 
Gen.  Duane  L.  Corning,  adjutant  general  of  South 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  the  Presidential  Campaign 
Debates.     September  1,  1976 

I  AM  very,  very  pleased  to  announce  that  I  feel  very  happy  about  the  fact  that 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  has  concluded  the  negotiations  that  will  give  the 
American  people  the  opportunity  to  have  three  Presidential  debates  and  one 
Vice-Presidential  debate. 

I  am  enthusiastic  about  the  opportunity  to  discuss  in  detail  before  the  Ameri- 
can people  the  four  subjects  that  I  suggested— foreign  policy,  defense  policy, 
domestic  policy,  and  economic  policy. 

It  seems  to  me  that  with  the  three  debates  between  myself  and  my  opponent 
and  between  the  two  Vice-Presidential  candidates,  the  American  people  will 
see  firsthand,  hear  firsthand  the  views  of  the  four  of  us.  And  this  is  the  way  I 
beUeve  this  campaign  can  best  be  decided. 

I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  that  the  arrangement  gives  any  particu- 
lar advantage  to  one  party  or  the  other,  one  candidate  or  the  other? 

The  President.  I  believe  the  negotiations  turned  out  well  for  the  American 
people.  We  have  the  four  subjects  I  suggested.  We  will  have  ample  time  in  the 
first  debate  to  discuss  in  depth  and  in  detail  domestic  and  economic  policy. 

Our  whole  approach  was  how  we  could  get  the  debates  on  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible with  broad  subject  matters,  and  I  think  the  negotiations  ended  very  well. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  consider  the  debates  to  be  crucial  and  the  most 
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important  part  of  the  campaign  ?  And,  by  the  way,  when  does  your  campaign 
start? 

The  Presid:ent.  The  debates,  I  think,  are  very  important.  I  hope  that  in  the 
time  that  will  be  given  to  them,  the  American  people  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  see  what  decisions,  what  programs  my  opponent  has  and,  of  course,  the 
American  people  know  my  views,  my  record.  But  the  debates  are  important 
so  they  can  get  an  honest  comparison  between  the  two. 

We  will  announce  when  my  campaign  starts  very  shortly,  Helen  [Helen 
Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  disappointed  that  the  first  debate  won't  be  on  na- 
tional defense,  as  you  requested  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  that  is  significant.  I  said  a  moment  ago  that  the 
four  subjects  that  I  suggested  are  included  in  the  first  two  debates  with  the  final 
debate  to  cover  any  other  issues  that  have  not  been  covered  previously.  Our  whole 
effort  was  to  have  a  broad  subject  matter,  and  those  four,  plus  whatever  else  comes 
up,  is  fine. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  a  preference  for  location  for  the  debates? 

The  President.  The  negotiations  are  still  going  on  and  I  think  it  is  premature 
for  me  to  make  any  comment  on  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  an  incumbent  President  has  any  advantage  in  something 
like  these  debates  because  of  the  wealth  of  information  he  has  available  to  him 
through,  let's  say,  the  Pentagon,  the  Defense  Department,  and  all  the  various 
Government  agencies  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  an  incumbent  President  ought  to  know  all 
the  subjects  and  know  them  very  well,  and  I  would  hope  that  any  challenger 
would,  likewise. 

Q.  But  do  you  think  you  have  an  advantage  as  the  incumbent  with  all  of  this 
information  immediately  at  your  disposal  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  I  should  pass  judgment  on  that.  I  think  the 
debates  will  bring  out  very  clearly  just  who  is  going  to  handle  the  questions  the 
best. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  prepared  at  length  for  your  acceptance  speech  in  Kansas 
City.  Do  you  plan  to  prepare  that  way  for  these  debates? 

The  President.  I  am  sure  that  I  will  be  ready  for  the  debates  and  the  sooner 
they  start,  the  better. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  will  win  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  American  people  will  be  the  winners,  Helen. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:55  p.m.  on  the  North  Lawn  at  the  White  House. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of 
the  Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Committee. 
September  2,  1976 

[Dated  September  1, 1976.     Released  September  2, 1976] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  section  5347(e)  of  title  5  of  the  United  States  Code,  I  hereby 
transmit  to  you  the  1975  Annual  Report  of  the  Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory 
Committee. 

In  March  of  this  year,  I  sent  to  the  Congress  a  legislative  proposal  to  reform 
procedures  for  setting  pay  under  the  prevailing  rate  system.  In  my  July  22, 1976 
legislative  program  message,  I  urged  action  on  the  proposal  before  adjournment 
of  the  94th  Congress.  I  am  convinced  that  the  bill  will  help  correct  inconsistencies 
in  the  prevailing  rate  system  and  I  wish  to  reiterate  my  concern  for  its  passage. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  1,  1976. 

note:  The  50-page  report  is  entitled  "Annual  Report — Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Committee." 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the  Senate 
on  Citizenship  Requirements  for  Federal  Employment. 
September  2,  1976 

PURSUANT  to  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  Constitution  and  Section 
3301  of  Title  5  and  Section  301  of  Tide  3  of  die  United  States  Code,  the  Presi- 
dent authorized  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  to  establish  stand- 
ards w^ith  respect  to  citizenship  for  employment  in  the  competitive  service 
(Executive  Order  No.  10577,  as  amended,  5  CFR  Part  2).  Thereafter,  the  Com- 
mission prohibited  generally  the  appointment  of  aliens  to  positions  in  the 
competitive  service  (5  CFR  338.101). 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  recently  held  that  the  Civil 
Service  Commission's  general  prohibition  against  the  employment  of  aliens  is 
violative  of  the  due  process  clause  of  the  Fifth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
(Hampton  v.  Mow  Sun  Wong,  No.  73-1596,  June  1, 1976). 
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In  its  decision,  the  Court  stated  that  either  the  Congress  or  the  President  might 
issue  a  broad  prohibition  against  the  employment  of  ahens  in  the  civil  service, 
but  held  that  neither  the  Congress  nor  the  President  had  mandated  the  general 
prohibition  contained  in  the  regulations  of  the  Commission. 

I  have  concluded  that  it  is  in  the  national  interest  to  preserve  the  long-standing 
policy  of  generally  prohibiting  the  employment  of  aliens  from  positions  in  the 
competitive  service,  except  w^here  the  efficiency  of  the  service  or  the  national 
interest  dictate  otherv^ise  in  specific  cases  or  circumstances.  It  is  also  my  judg- 
ment that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  efficiency  of  the  civil  service,  as  v^ell 
as  contrary  to  the  national  interest,  precipitously  to  employ  aliens  in  the  com- 
petitive service  w^ithout  an  appropriate  determination  that  it  is  in  the  national 
interest  to  do  so.  Therefore,  I  am  issuing  an  Executive  order  [11935]  v^^hich 
generally  prohibits  the  employment  of  aliens  in  the  competitive  service. 

The  rights  of  citizens  and  aliens  are  affected  by  existing  statutes  which  often 
discriminate  between  citizens  and  categories  of  aliens  with  respect  to  various 
rights,  duties,  and  benefits.  Those  statutes  pertaining  to  the  Federal  employment 
of  aliens  further  discriminate  as  to  specific  jobs,  agencies,  or  the  nationality  of 
aliens.  I  am  also  aware  that  many  members  of  the  Congress  have  recently 
sponsored  legislation  which  would  categorically  prohibit  the  Federal  employ- 
ment of  aliens,  a  broader  prohibition  than  the  various  existing  statutory  re- 
strictions of  the  limitations  which  I  have  mandated. 

In  this  regard,  I  am  mindful  that  the  Congress  has  the  primary  responsibility 
with  respect  to  the  admission  of  aliens  into,  and  the  regulation  of  the  conduct 
of  aliens  within,  the  United  States. 

While  I  am  exercising  the  constitutional  and  statutory  authority  vested  in 
me  as  President,  a  recognition  of  the  specific  constitutional  authority  vested  in 
the  Congress  prompts  me  to  urge  that  the  Congress  promptly  address  these 
issues. 

Because  of  the  seriousness  of  the  questions  raised  by  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  I  am  directing  that  a  copy  of  this  communication  be  published 
in  the  Federal  Register,  along  with  the  Executive  order  I  am  issuing.  A  copy  of 
that  order  is  enclosed. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       Rockefeller,   President   of  the   Senate. 

to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House  A  copy  of  this  letter  is  printed  in  the  Federal 

of  Representatives,   and   the  Honorable  Nelson  A.       Register  of  September  3,  1976  (41  FR  37301). 
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753 

Statement  Urging  Highway  Safety  Over  the  Labor  Day  Weekend. 
September  2,  1976 

AS  WE  approach  the  Labor  Day  holiday,  travelers  once  again  face  the  hazard 
of  traffic  deaths  and  injuries  on  our  Nation's  highways. 

More  than  45,000  people  died  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  in  1975.  Four  hun- 
dred of  these  v^ere  killed  during  the  Labor  Day  holiday — an  18-percent  increase 
over  similar  nonholiday  periods. 

The  appalling  loss  of  life  v^hich  continues  to  take  place  on  our  Nation's  roads 
is  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  me  and  a  majority  of  our  citizens. 

We  should  be  encouraged,  hov^ever,  by  the  significant  reduction  in  total 
traffic  fatalities  v^e  have  seen  in  the  past  2  years — a  decrease  of  some  9,000  lives 
each  year. 

Safety  authorities  agree  that  the  primary  cause  of  this  dramatic  drop  in 
fatalities  is  public  observance  of  the  national  maximum  speed  limit.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  escape  the  obvious  conclusion  that  the  Nation's  highw^ays  are  safer  nov^ 
than  they  v^ere  v^hen  the  legal  speed  limit  v^as  higher. 

Some  Americans  may  dispute  the  value  and  the  importance  of  fuel  conser- 
vation gains  achieved  by  compliance  with  speed  limits.  But  the  dramatic  im- 
provement in  highw^ay  safety  and  the  savings  in  lives  w^hich  result  cannot  be 
overemphasized. 

By  complying  v^ith  our  traffic  lav^s  this  Labor  Day  vv^eekend,  vs^e  can  all  im- 
prove our  chances  for  a  safe  trip.  I  urge  all  Americans  to  have  a  safe  as  w^ell  as 
a  happy  v^eekend. 


754 

Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  United  States-Korea 
Convention  on  Taxation  and  Fiscal  Evasion. 
September  3,  1976 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  Senate  advice  and  consent  to  ratification,  the  Con- 
vention signed  at  Seoul  on  June  4, 1976,  betw^een  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Korea  for  the  Avoid- 
ance of  Double  Taxation  and  the  Prevention  of  Fiscal  Evasion  w^ith  Respect 
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to  Taxes  on  Income  and  the  Encouragement  of  International  Trade  and  Invest- 
ment, together  with  a  related  exchange  of  notes. 

There  is  no  convention  on  this  subject  presently  in  force  between  the  United 
States  and  Korea. 

The  Convention  follows  generally  the  form  and  content  of  most  conventions 
of  this  type  recently  concluded  by  the  United  States.  Its  primary  purpose  is  to 
identify  clearly  the  tax  interests  of  the  two  countries  to  avoid  double  taxation 
and  to  help  prevent  the  illegal  evasion  of  taxation. 

For  the  information  of  the  Senate,  I  also  transmit,  a  covering  report  of  the 
Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the  Convention. 

This  Convention  would  promote  closer  economic  cooperation  and  more  active 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Korea. 

I  urge  the  Senate  to  act  favorably  at  an  early  date  on  this  Convention  and  its 
related  exchange  of  notes  and  to  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratification. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  3,  1976. 

note:  The  convention  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  P  (94th  Cong.,  2d  sess.). 

755 

Remarks  for  Labor  Day.     September  3,  1976 

[Recorded  September   1,   1976.  Released  September  5,  1976] 

LABOR  DAY  has  a  special  significance  in  our  Bicentennial  Year.  This  year  we 
Americans  discovered  a  renewed  spirit  of  confidence  and  unity,  a  spirit  built 
in  large  measure  upon  the  efforts  and  dreams  of  America's  workers. 

America  has  always  been  more  than  a  nation;  it  has  been  the  fulfillment  of 
promises,  because  Americans  of  every  generation  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  went 
to  work.  Because  of  that,  we  grow  stronger  every  day. 

Labor  Day  stands  for  America's  greatest  natural  resource— not  its  minerals, 
its  timber,  or  its  farmland,  but  its  people:  Americans  who  get  up  early  every 
day  and  go  home  tired  every  night,  quietly  creating  a  better  life  for  their  families 
and  fellow  citizens. 

Today  88  million  Americans  are  on  the  job — more  than  ever  before  in  our 
Nation's  history.  But  we  cannot  be  satisfied  until  every  American  who  wants 
to  work  has  a  meaningful  and  productive  job.  With  the  help  of  the  dynamic 
American  labor  force,  we  will  achieve  that  goal  of  full  employment. 
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So,  to  you,  the  workers  of  America,  whether  you  work  in  factories,  farms, 
offices,  stores,  or  construction  sites,  congratulations  for  a  job  well  done. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:50  p.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were  recorded 
for  later  broadcast. 


756 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Income  Tax  Reform  Bill. 
September  6,  1976 

IN  SIGNING  into  law  a  brief  extension  of  tax  withholding  rates,  I  call  the 
Nation's  attention  once  again  to  the  continuing  inability  of  the  Congress  to  meet 
the  real  needs  of  the  American  taxpayer.  For  many  months  the  Congress  has  been 
struggling  with  the  issue  of  tax  reduction  and  tax  reform.  Most  Americans  agree 
that  both  are  necessary. 

In  January  I  expressed  my  own  view  that  one  of  the  most  important  advances 
this  Congress  could  make  would  be  to  restrain  the  growth  of  Federal  spending 
and  return  the  savings  to  the  taxpayers  in  the  form  of  a  $10  billion  perma- 
nent and  additional  reduction  in  income  taxes. 

During  the  year  I  have  also  recommended  to  the  Congress  in  the  strongest 
possible  terms,  the  need  for  reform  of  estate  and  gift  taxes,  so  that  family  farms 
and  small  businesses  would  not  be  wiped  out  upon  death  in  the  family. 

As  I  have  said  many  times,  we  must  reheve  the  burdens  on  all  taxpayers  and 
make  our  tax  system  more  equitable. 

Unfortunately,  the  Congress  has  become  ensnarled  in  the  rewriting  of  detailed 
provisions  of  the  tax  code  and  has  failed  to  recognize  the  broad  interests  of  the 
country: 

— it  has  failed  to  grant  additional  tax  relief; 

— it  has  failed  to  put  adequate  restraints  on  spending; 

— it  has  failed  to  protect  family  farms  and  small  businesses  from  the  burdens 
of  heavy  taxation. 

The  bill  that  I  am  signing  is  only  a  Band-Aid — a  15-day  respite  so  that  the 
Congress  can  hopefully  complete  action  on  a  more  comprehensive  tax  package. 
I  urge  that  the  Congress  use  this  time  wisely — that  it  consider  the  needs  not  just 
of  the  special  interests  but  of  all  the  American  people.  I  pledge  that  I  shall  do 
everything  I  can  to  assist  in  this  effort. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  3052),  approved  September  3,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-396  (90  Stat.  1201). 


2204 


September  7  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [758] 

757 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  a  Budget 
Rescission.     September  7,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974,  I  herewith  pro- 
pose rescission  of  $126,750,000  in  budget  authority  available  in  the  transition 
quarter  for  the  Foreign  military  credit  sales  program.  Approval  of  this  rescis- 
sion proposal  would  reduce  Federal  spending  by  $83  million  through  1979. 

Unusual  circumstances  not  provided  for  by  the  Impoundment  Control  Act 
of  1974  have  brought  about  the  transmission  of  this  special  message  at  a  time 
that  will  not  allow  for  a  45-day  period  of  continuous  session  of  the  Congress 
prior  to  the  end  of  the  transition  period  when  the  affected  funds  lapse.  These 
circumstances  result  from  the  coincidence  of  (1)  the  late  approval  of  the  For- 
eign Assistance  Appropriations  Act,  1976,  on  June  30, 1976,  the  eve  of  the  tran- 
sition quarter,  (2)  the  short  duration  of  the  unique  transition  quarter  itself, 
and  (3)  the  schedule  of  congressional  recesses  of  more  than  three  days  during 
this  period.  In  view  of  this  unusual  situation,  I  ask  the  Congress  to  give  prompt 
consideration  to  the  proposed  rescission. 

The  details  of  the  proposed  rescission  are  contained  in  the  attached  report. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  7,  1976. 

note:  The  attachment  detailing  the  rescission  is  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  September  10,  1976  (41 
FR  38750). 

758 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Teton  Dam  Disaster  Assistance 
Bill.     September  7,  1976 

Members  of  Congress  and  members  of  the  executive  branch  and  representatives 
of  various  volunteer  agencies: 

First,  I  want  to  welcome  you  all  here.  I  will  read  a  statement  and  then  will 
sign  the  legislation. 

No  government  has  the  power  to  eliminate  tragedy  from  human  experience, 
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but  government  can  and  government  should  act  quickly  to  minimize  the  pain 
of  a  great  disaster  and  help  to  begin  the  healing  process. 

On  the  morning  of  June  5,  1976,  the  Teton  Dam  in  eastern  Idaho  ruptured 
and  the  flood  v^aters  carried  death  and  destruction  to  thousands  of  families  in 
the  Snake  River  Valley.  The  next  day,  after  conferring  with  Governor  Andrus, 
I  declared  the  aflfected  counties  to  be  a  Federal  disaster  area,  and  emergency  relief 
centers  were  quickly  established  to  provide  assistance  to  the  victims. 

Five  days  later,  I  submitted  to  Congress  legislation  appropriating  $200  million 
for  compensation  of  the  victims  of  this  terrible  tragedy.^  Within  10  days  follow- 
ing the  flood,  special  offices  were  established  and  operating  in  Idaho  to  handle 
damage  claims. 

Today,  I  am  signing  a  bill  which  provides  legislative  authority  for  the  com- 
pensation of  personal  and  property  damage  sustained  by  the  victims  of  the  flood. 
Many  of  these  claims  have  already  been  settled,  and  the  money  is  now  at  work 
rebuilding  the  lives  of  the  survivors. 

The  legislation  which  I  sign  today  ensures  that  this  vital  aid  will  continue. 
Let  me  thank  the  Members  of  Congress  for  their  strong,  bipartisan  support 
of  this  measure.  I  know,  for  example,  how  hard  the  Idaho  delegation  worked 
on  it.  Great  credit  must  also  be  given  to  the  many  volunteer  and  church  groups 
represented  here  today  which  played  such  a  key  role  in  the  initial  relief  efforts. 

Each  of  them  displayed  great  courage  under  exceptionally  difficult  conditions. 
Together,  the  public  and  private  sectors  of  this  great  country  have  extended  to 
the  victims  not  just  our  sympathy  but  a  strong  and  steady  helping  hand. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:03  a.m.  at  a  cere-  As   enacted,   the   bill    (S.   3542)    is   Public   Law 

mony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  94-400   (90  Stat.   1211). 

759 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Child  Day  Care  Bill. 
September  1 ,  1976 

Members  of  the  Congress  and  members  of  the  administration  and  distinguished 
guests: 

Ensuring  an  adequate  day  care  bill  for  children  is  an  important  social  service. 
It  protects  the  well-being  of  thousands  of  American  children  and  the  economic 
independence  of  their  working  parents. 


^  See  Item  587. 
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Earlier  this  year,  I  vetoed  a  bill  on  child  day  care,  not  because  I  disagreed  with 
its  goals,  but  because  that  bill,  in  my  judgment,  was  the  wrong  means  to  a  worth- 
while end.  Today,  I  sign  a  new  and  better  child  day  care  bill,  the  result  of  co- 
operation between  the  Congress  and  my  administration,  and  I  thank  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  for  working  with  the  administration  in  that  regard. 

This  new  and  better  bill  embodies  a  major  compromise  on  a  key  issue  which 
led  to  my  original  veto.  States  and  localities  will  be  spared  the  heavy  burden  of 
costly  and  controversial  Federal  standards  for  child  day  care  services. 

In  a  different  area  of  social  service,  I  am  happy  to  see  that  this  bill  also  adopts 
a  concept  supported  by  many  older  Americans  and  contained  in  my  Federal 
assistance  for  community  services  proposal.  Under  the  bill,  older  persons,  as  well 
as  families  who  obviously  qualify  for  federally  assisted  social  services,  will  be 
able  to  get  those  services  without  a  demeaning  scrutiny  of  their  personal  affairs. 

This  is  a  better  bill  than  the  one  which  first  crossed  my  desk,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  see  the  result  of  this  compromise.  It's  a  better  bill  because  my  veto  exerted  a 
balancing  influence  on  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress  in  this  important  area. 
Without  this  constitutional  check  and  balance,  the  original  bill  might  now  be 
law  and  making  day  care  services  more  costly  to  the  taxpayer  and  increasing  the 
Federal  intrusion  into  family  life. 

The  constitutional  veto  power  has  been  used  by  me  as  well  as  my  predecessors 
with  one  concern  in  mind — to  protect  the  American  people  from  unrealistic  re- 
sponses to  their  very  real  needs,  to  see  that  the  Federal  Government  does  not 
merely  serve  the  people  but  serves  the  people  well. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:06  p.m.  at  a  cere-  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  12455)  is  Public  Law 

mony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  94-401  (90  Stat.  1215). 

760 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Child  Day  Care  Bill. 
September  7,  1976 

I  HAVE  today  signed  into  law  H.R.  12455,  a  bill  concerning  child  day  care  stajfif- 
ing  standards  and  social  services  supported  with  Federal  financial  assistance.  En- 
suring adequate  day  care  for  children  is  an  important  social  service.  It  protects 
the  well-being  of  thousands  of  American  children — and  the  economic  inde- 
pendence of  their  working  parents.  The  integrity  of  the  family  is  of  paramount 
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importance,  but  supportive  government  action  is  acceptable  as  long  as  it  does 
not  interfere  v^ith  the  family  role. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  vetoed  the  predecessor  version  of  this  bill,  H.R.  9803,  not 
because  I  disagreed  v^ith  its  goals,  but  because  that  bill  w^as  the  w^rong  means  to 
a  worthw^hile  end.  The  Congress  sustained  my  veto.  Today  I  have  signed  a  nev^ 
and  better  child  day  care  bill — the  result  of  compromise  and  cooperation  between 
the  Congress  and  my  administration.  H.R.  12455  embodies  a  major  compro- 
mise on  a  key  issue  w^hich  led  to  that  veto — the  imposition  on  States  and  locali- 
ties of  costly  and  controversial  Federal  staffing  requirements  for  child  day  care 
services  funded  under  Title  XX  of  the  Social  Security  Act. 

H.R.  9803  w^ould  have  imposed  these  standards  effective  July  1  of  this  year. 
Had  that  bill  become  law^,  it  w^ould  have  brought  about  an  unw^arranted  Federal 
preemption  of  State  and  local  responsibility  to  ensure  quality  day  care  services. 

H.R.  12455,  by  postponing  the  Federal  standards  until  October  1, 1977,  w^ill  en- 
able the  States  to  operate  day  care  programs  for  more  than  another  year,  free  of 
onerous  and  costly  Federal  intrusion,  v^hile  HEW  completes  a  required  major 
study  and  report  w^ith  recommendations  on  the  day  care  standards.  In  addition, 
the  Congress  w^ill  have  the  opportunity  to  act  on  my  proposed  Federal  Assist- 
ance for  Community  Services  Act,  submitted  to  the  Congress  last  February  to 
reform  the  Title  XX  social  services  program. 

My  proposal  v^ould  provide  the  States  with  the  opportunity  to  administer  the 
Title  XX  program  with  the  necessary  flexibility  to  meet  their  most  pressing  needs 
as  they  themselves  determine  those  needs.  It  would  simplify  program  operations 
and  remove  many  of  the  burdensome  and  restrictive  Federal  requirements  so 
that  social  services  can  be  provided  in  the  most  efficient  and  effective  manner 
and  can  be  most  responsive  to  the  needs  of  our  citizens.  As  part  of  this  overall 
approach,  it  would  require  the  States  to  adopt  and  enforce  their  own  standards 
for  federally  assisted  child  day  care. 

While  I  am  disappointed  that  the  Congress  has  not,  in  H.R.  12455,  clearly 
placed  this  responsibility  and  authority  in  the  States,  the  bill's  lengthy  suspen- 
sion of  the  standards  is  a  positive  step  toward  this  objective. 

H.R.  12455  does  adopt  a  concept  contained  in  my  Federal  assistance  to  com- 
munity services  proposal  by  permitting  States  to  provide  Title  XX  services  on  a 
"group  eligibility"  basis,  except  for  most  child  day  care  services.  Under  this  bill. 
States  will  not  have  to  require  that  senior  citizens  and  other  persons  who  need 
and  depend  on  social  services  programs  be  subjected  to  individual  income  and 
assets  tests  in  order  to  determine  whether  they  can  participate  in  these  programs. 
Such  persons  will  be  eligible  as  members  of  groups,  when  the  States  can  reason- 
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ably  assume  that  substantially  all  those  to  be  served  have  incomes  less  than  90 
percent  of  the  State's  median  income. 

This  provision  w^ill  make  it  possible  for  older  persons  and  families  w^ho  obvi- 
ously qualify  for  federally  assisted  services  to  obtain  those  services  w^ithout  a  de- 
meaning scrutiny  of  their  personal  affairs.  It  v^ill  also  eliminate  unnecessary 
and  costly  administrative  trappings  for  many  service  programs,  thereby  freeing 
more  Federal  and  State  funds  for  the  actual  delivery  of  services. 

H.R.  12455  embodies,  in  part,  still  another  central  element  of  my  Federal 
assistance  for  community  services  proposal:  that  States  should  no  longer  be  re- 
quired to  match  their  share  of  the  Federal  Title  XX  social  service  funds  v^ith 
State  and  local  tax  dollars.  Under  this  bill,  as  much  as  $200  million  in  nev^  Title 
XX  funds  w^ould  be  distributed  in  fiscal  year  1977  v^ithout  a  requirement  for 
State  matching,  if  States  choose  to  spend  that  amount  for  child  day  care  services. 
I  am  hopeful  that  this  tentative  step  indicates  the  v^illingness  of  the  Congress 
to  consider  seriously  the  elimination  of  the  matching  requirement  for  all  Fed- 
eral social  services  funds  under  Title  XX. 

I  do  have  serious  reservations  about  the  amount  of  additional  Federal  funding 
provided  in  H.R.  12455,  although  it  is  less  than  the  amount  in  the  bill  I  earlier 
vetoed.  It  is  also  unfortunate  that  this  bill,  for  the  first  time  under  Tide  XX,  des- 
ignates levels  of  funding  for  specified  purposes.  This  is  the  antithesis  of  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  Title  XX  which  permits  States  the  maximum  flexibiUty  to  deter- 
mine their  own  priorities  in  using  their  share  of  Federal  social  services  funds.  I 
am  also  concerned  that  the  child  care  provisions  of  this  bill  have  not  been  ade- 
quately coordinated  with  child  care  provisions  in  the  pending  tax  reform  bill. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  to  help  the  States  improve  their  delivery  of  social 
services  funded  under  Tide  XX.  I  am  gratified  that  the  Congress,  in  this  bill, 
has  moved  in  some  measure  toward  accepting  concepts  in  my  proposed  act  to 
provide  financial  assistance  for  community  services.  Further  action  is  needed, 
however,  to  provide  more  comprehensive  reform  that  will  provide  States  the 
tools  and  flexibility  to  deliver  social  services  to  those  in  need  without  cumbersome 
Federal  regulation.  I  again  urge  the  Congress  to  act  promptly  to  give  my  pro- 
posal a  full  and  favorable  hearing. 


2209 


[761]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  7 

761 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  To  Extend  the  Period 
Prohibiting  Revision  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Criminal 
Code.     September  1 ,  1976 

TODAY  I  have  signed  H.R.  12261,  a  bill  "To  extend  the  period  during  which 
the  Council  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  prohibited  from  revising  the  criminal 
hws  of  the  District." 

The  prohibition  on  the  Council's  changing  the  Criminal  Code  is  necessary  be- 
cause completion  of  the  study  for  the  comprehensive  revision  and  recodifica- 
tion of  the  Criminal  Code  by  the  D.C.  Law  Revision  Commission  is  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  transfer  of  jurisdiction  to  the  Council  over  the  D.C.  Criminal 
Code. 

The  bill  gives  the  Commission  additional  time  within  which  to  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  Congress  for  the  comprehensive  revision  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  Criminal  Code.  The  Commission  has  begun  the  task  of  reviewing  the 
criminal  laws  of  the  District  but  will  not  be  able  to  complete  its  work  by  Janu- 
ary 3, 1977,  when,  without  this  legislation,  the  D.C.  Council  would  have  been  able 
to  amend  the  District  of  Columbia  Criminal  Code. 

No  major  revision  of  the  District's  criminal  laws  should  be  undertaken 
without  the  benefit  of  the  Commission's  recomniendations. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  12261,  approved  September  7,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-402  (90  Stat.  1220). 
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Remarks  on  Administration  Efforts  To  Account  for  Americans 
Missing  in  Action  in  Vietnam.     September  7,  1976 

AT  MY  direction  the  American  Embassy  in  Paris  today  contacted  North  Viet- 
namese representatives  and  informed  them  that  we  expect  that  the  United 
States  will  be  provided  with  a  full  accounting  without  further  delay  of  all 
Americans  missing  in  action  in  Vietnam. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  all  Americans,  I  welcome  the  fact  that  the  Vietnamese 
have  finally  begun  to  keep  their  promise  to  provide  information  on  our  men 
missing  in  action  in  Southeast  Asia. 

While  the  report  on  these  12  men  was  grim,  it  at  least  resolved  their  status 
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and  removed  the  crushing  burden  of  anxiety  and  uncertainty  from  their  rela- 
tives and  their  loved  ones. 

But  none  of  us  can  be  satisfied  v^ith  this  limited  action  by  the  Vietnamese. 
What  they  have  done  is  to  release  information  of  only  a  dozen  men.  They  still 
have  information  on  hundreds  more. 

For  wives,  parents,  and  friends  of  the  men  still  missing,  the  anxiety  and  the 
uncertainty  continues.  It  is  callous  and  cruel  to  exploit  human  suffering  in  the 
hope  of  diplomatic  advantage. 

The  Vietnamese  have  an  obligation  to  provide  a  full  accounting  of  all  Ameri- 
cans missing  in  action.  I  call  upon  them  to  do  so  w^ithout  further  delay.  Nor- 
malization of  relations  cannot  take  place  until  Vietnam  accounts  for  all  our  men 
missing  in  action. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:32  p.m.  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
September  8,  1976 

The  President.  Good  morning.  I  have  a  very  short  opening  statement,  and  then 
we  w^ill  get  to  the  questions. 

Problems  Concerning  Southern  Africa 

[L]  I  met  this  morning  with  Secretary  Kissinger  to  discuss  his  report  on  his 
meetings  with  Prime  Minister  Vorster  and  with  European  leaders.  On  the 
basis  of  this  report,  I  believe  that  good  progress  has  been  made  on  the  problems 
concerning  southern  Africa. 

It  is  important  to  understand  that  in  this  diplomatic  process  now  unfolding, 
the  United  States  is  offering  its  good  offices  as  an  intermediary.  We  are  willing 
to  present  ideas  on  how  progress  can  be  achieved,  but  we  are  not— and  I  em- 
phasize not— trying  to  develop  a  specific  American  plan. 

We  have  three  objectives:  first,  to  prevent  an  escalation  of  the  violence  which 
in  time  could  threaten  our  national  security;  second,  to  realize  popular  aspira- 
tions while  guaranteeing  minority  rights  and  ensuring  economic  progress; 
third,  to  resist  the  intervention  in  the  African  situation  by  outside  forces. 

In  his  discussions  with  Prime  Minister  Vorster,  the  Secretary  put  forward 
some  ideas  conveyed  to  the  United  States  by  black  African  leaders,  and  Prime 
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Minister  Vorster  gave  us  his  reactions.  As  a  result  of  these  discussions,  Assistant 
Secretary  Schaufele  is  currently  in  Africa  discussing  the  situation.  On  the  basis 
of  his  report,  I  will  decide  whether  further  progress  can  be  made  through  a 
visit  by  Secretary  Kissinger  to  Africa,  starting  with  black  African  countries 
most  concerned.  We  want  to  create  the  opportunities  and  conditions  for  all  races 
to  live  side  by  side. 

The  United  States  cannot  solve  by  itself  these  complicated  problems.  We 
need  the  continued  good  will  and  dedication  of  the  parties  involved. 

The  process  that  is  now  beginning  is  an  extremely  important  one.  It  is  ex- 
tremely complicated.  There  is  no  guarantee  of  success.  But  I  believe  the  United 
States  must  now  make  a  major  effort  because  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  It  is 
in  our  national  interest,  and  it  is  in  the  interest  of  world  peace. 

I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

Questions 

SENATOR  ROBERT  DOLe's   CAMPAIGN   FINANCES 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  selected  Mr.  Dole  as  your  running  mate, 
did  you  make  a  thorough  check  of  his  finances  over  and  beyond,  independently 
of  what  he  gave  you,  and  how  was  that  done  ?  Was  it  done  through  Justice,  or 
where  ? 

The  President.  The  Office  of  White  House  Counsel  made  a  very  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  all  of  the  individuals  who  were  being  considered  for  the  office 
of  Vice  President.  That  was  done  by  demanding  that  they  send  to  us  various 
information  concerning  their  finances  and  related  matters. 

Subsequent  to  that  information  being  furnished,  a  member  of  my  staff  at 
the  Office  of  the  White  House  Counsel  interrogated  the  individuals  who  were 
being  considered,  including  Senator  Dole.  As  a  result  of  that  interrogation  and 
information  voluntarily  supplied  by  Senator  Dole,  it  was  concluded  by  the  Office 
of  the  White  House  Counsel  that  all  things  were  in  order. 

president  ford's  campaign  strategy 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  have  we  gotten  a  fair  sample  of  your  campaign  this 
week,  or  do  you  have  something  else  in  mind  for  the  future  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  say  at  the  outset,  Mr.  Cormier  [Frank  Cormier,  As- 
sociated Press],  that  I  decided  a  long  time  ago — in  fact,  when  I  made  my  first 
announcement  that  I  was  a  candidate — that  the  principal  responsibility  I  had 
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was  that  of  being  President  of  the  United  States.  And  I  intend  to  carry  out  that 
responsibiUty.  Secondly,  we  have  a  campaign  strategy  that  will  unfold  in  the 
days  and  weeks  ahead.  It  is  a  strategy  that  we  will  adhere  to,  and  it  is  one  that 
has  been  thoroughly  worked  out  and  definitely  determined.  And  you  will  see 
how  it  evolves  in  the  time  ahead. 

LOCATION    OF    PRESIDENTIAL    DEBATES 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  was  it  your  suggestion  that  the  first  debate  be  held  in 
Philadelphia  and,  if  so,  why  ? 

The  President.  Well,  of  course,  I  wanted  the  debates  to  start  today,  and  we 
weren't  too  particular  where  the  location  might  be.  We  are  certainly  in  agree- 
ment with  Philadelphia  being  the  first  site. 

THE    candidates'    POSITIONS    ON   ABORTION 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Jimmy  Carter  said  today  that  your  position  on  abor- 
tion and  his  are  fundamentally  the  same.  Do  you  agree  with  that  ?  And,  secondly, 
do  you  think  the  issue  should  be  debated  at  all  in  the  campaign? 

The  President.  First,  the  Democratic  platform  and  the  Republican  platform 
on  the  issue  of  abortion  are  quite  different.  I  subscribe  to  the  Republican  plat- 
form, and  Governor  Carter  subscribes  to  the  Democratic  platform.  His  position 
and  mine  are  not  identical.  My  position  is  that  of  the  Republican  platform,  and 

I  will  stick  with  it. 

Q.  But  that  was  not  your  position  before. 

The  PliEsiDENT.  I  think — if  I  might  correct  you.  Miss  Thomas  [Helen  Thomas, 
United  Press  International] — the  Republican  platform  is  my  platform.  It  is  one 
that  coincides  with  my  long-held  views. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  a  constitutional  amendment  against  abortion  ? 

The  President.  I  have  had  the  position  for  some  time  that  there  should  be  a 
constitutional  amendment  that  would  permit  the  individual  States  to  make 
the  decision  based  on  a  vote  of  the  people  of  each  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Rodgers  [Walter  C.  Rodgers,  Associated  Press  Radio]. 

SALT    II    negotiations 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  are  we  any  closer  to  a  second  SALT  agreement  with 
the  Russians,  and  if  so,  what  are  the  prospects  for  such  an  agreement  before  the 
election  ? 

The  President.  We  are  continuing  to  work  on  the  negotiations  for  a  SALT 

II  agreement.  A  good  agreement  would  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  American 
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people  and  the  world  as  a  whole.  The  decision  on  whether  such  an  agreement  is 
signed  will  have  no  relevance  whatsoever  to  this  current  political  campaign. 
We  hope  that  such  an  agreement  can  be  achieved  as  soon  as  possible. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  the  prospects  are,  please,  sir  ? 

The  President.  I  think  they  are  gradually  improving,  but  we  have  some  very 
difficult  problems  yet  to  resolve. 

CAMPAIGN    LAWS 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  don't  you  feel  that  there  should  be  a  law  that  Umits 
what  an  incumbent  President  can  do  in  the  way  of  spending  time,  spending 
money,  and  use  of  employees  of  the  White  House  and  vehicles  and  other  tax- 
payers' resources  on  his  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  Congress  has  made  its  decision  in  that  regard, 
Sarah  [Sarah  McClendon,  McClendon  News  Service].  And  I  will,  of  course, 
always  abide  by  the  laws  passed  by  the  Congress. 

use  of  media  in  the  campaign 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  feel  that  you  are  in  any  way  perhaps  abusing 
the  power  of  this  office  by  controlling  the  media,  to  use  the  media,  as  it  were, 
to  make  statements  daily  on  one  subject  or  another  ? 

The  President.  I  apologize  if  I  am  using  the  American  press.  I  am  trying 
to  do  the  job  as  President  of  the  United  States.  And  I  hope  that  between  the 
American  press  and  the  President  we  can  convey  important  information  to  the 
American  people. 

PRESIDENT  ford's  ECONOMIC  RECORD 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Governor  Carter  and  Senator  Mondale  and  labor 
leader  George  Meany  have  all  in  recent  speeches,  in  criticizing  your  economic 
record,  referred  to  the  Nixon-Ford  administration,  thus  lumping  the  two 
together. 

Would  you  prefer  to  run  on  your  own  economic  record  rather  than  being 
associated  with  the  Nixon  economic  record,  specifically,  imposition  of  wage- 
price  controls? 

The  President.  The  Ford  record  is  the  record  that  I  will  run  on  as  far  as 
foreign  policy  is  concerned,  as  far  as  domestic  policy  is  concerned.  To  take  the 
particular  matter  that  you  mentioned,  I  have  consistently  said,  and  I  reiterate, 
that  wage  and  price  controls  will  not  be  imposed  by  this  administration. 

This  administration  has  had  a  good  record  in  handling  serious  and  difficult 
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problems  in  the  domestic  economic  field.  We  have  added  4  million  new  people 
working  in  the  last  12  months,  500,000  more  in  the  last  2  months.  So,  I  will 
stand  on  my  record,  which  I  think  is  a  good  one. 

SENATOR  dole's  CAMPAIGN  FINANCES 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  some  questions  in  the  last  few  days 
about  Senator  Dole.  Have  you  had  any  contact  with  him  on  that  subject,  in 
particular  about  the  control  of  money,  or  have  you  attempted  to  satisfy  yourself 
anew  about  this,  or  perhaps  your  staff  ? 

The  President.  The  statement  made  this  morning  by  Mr.  Wild,^  I  think 
clarifies  the  situation  very  dramatically.  Senator  Dole  was  in  the  Cabinet  meet- 
ing this  morning  and  my  staff  has  been  in  contact  with  his,  and  we  are  satisfied 
today,  as  we  were  at  the  time  we  made  the  initial  investigation  of  his  campaign 
finances. 

UNEMPLOYMENT  AND  ITS   EFFECT  ON  THE  ELECTION 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  unemployment  rate  has  gone  up  for  3  straight 
months.  What,  if  any,  plans  do  you  have  to  deal  with  this  problem  should  it 
continue  to  rise? 

The  President.  Our  answer  is  to  increase  the  number  of  people  working. 
And  as  I  indicated  a  moment  ago,  we  have  added  500,000  more  people  working 
in  the  last  60  days.  In  addition,  we  have  88  million  people  working  today,  an 
alltime  high.  We  are  going  to  continue  to  emphasize  that  more  people  are 
working  and  more  jobs  are  available.  And  I  am  convinced  that  with  our  success- 
ful efforts  against  inflation  and  more  jobs,  the  American  people  will  subscribe 
to  that  economic  policy. 

Q.  May  I  follow  up,  Mr.  President?  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  unemploy- 
ment is  high  in  this  particular  period,  just  before  the  election,  may  harm  you 
politically  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  American  people  are  more  knowledgeable,  more 
sophisticated.  They  know  that  employment  is  going  up  every  month,  and  that 
as  long  as  there  are  people  being  hired  and  as  long  as  the  layoff  rate  continues 
to  go  down,  the  American  people  will  be  supportive  of  the  economic  policy  of 
the  Ford  administration. 

urban  area  problems 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  this  afternoon  40  Congressmen  from  14  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia  are  meeting.  This  is  the  newly  formed,  as  you  know, 


^  The  President  was  referring  to  Claude  C.  Wild,  Jr.,  a  former  Gulf  Oil  Corporation  lobbyist,  who  recanted 
a  statement  made  on  September  6  that  he  had  given  Senator  Dole  $2,000  in  1970. 
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Northeast  Coalition.  What  can  you  say  to  them  were  you  to  send  a  message  to 
them?  They  are  concerned  about  industry  leaving  the  Northeast.  They  are 
concerned  about— I  heard  what  you  said  to  Aldo  [Aldo  B.  Beckman,  Chicago 
Tribune  Press  Service] — but  they  are  concerned  about  joblessness,  not  people 
with  jobs.  They  are  concerned  about  urban  plight.  What  do  you  say  to  that? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  a  good  program  to  try  and  rehabilitate  our 
major  urban  cities  all  throughout  the  United  States,  including  the  Northeast— 
our  revenue  sharing  program,  our  community  development  program. 

I  signed,  after  a  great  deal  of  work  with  the  Congress,  a  mass  transit  bill  that 
is  very  helpful  and  beneficial  to  major  industrial  centers  throughout  the  United 
States.  We  will  be  glad  to  work  with  any  group  geographically  or  otherwise, 
including  the  Northeast  group,  to  try  and  help  in  that  regard. 

Q.  They  also  say,  Mr.  President,  they  are  not  getting  a  fair  share  of  the  Fed- 
eral dollars.  You  mentioned  mass  transportation.  They  say  that  they  are  getting 
15  percent  of  the  dollars  whereas  there  was  40  percent  for  mass  transportation 
in  the  Northeast. 

The  President.  I  am  not  familiar  with  those  particular  statistics  but  those 
funds  are  released  based  on  laws  by  the  Congress.  So,  if  there  is  a  problem 
in  that  regard,  I  think  the  basic  law  has  to  be  amended. 

PRESIDENTIAL  DEBATES 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  evaluate  the  debates  as  a  factor  in  the 
campaign  ? 

The  President.  The  American  people  will  be  the  winner.  And  I  am  anxious 
that  they  get  started  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  as  I  indicated  earlier,  I  proposed 
the  first  one  be  held  today. 

PRICES  OF   industrial  GOODS 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  related  economic  question.  The  steel  companies 
have  rescinded  a  price  increase  on  flat  rolled  steel,  which  is  a  principal  com- 
ponent of  automobiles.  Would  you  like  to  see  this  followed  by  a  similar  reduc- 
tion or  rescission  of  the  increases  in  automobile  prices  recently  announced  by 
the  automobile  companies? 

The  President.  I  would  hope  that  the  automobile  manufacturers  would  take 
that  into  consideration. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  it  in  the  framework  of  the  fact  that  although  you  are 
claiming  success  against  inflation,  the  industrial  component  of  both  wholesale 
and  retail  prices  continues  to  rise,  and  this  is  the  component  that  once  it  is  up 
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it  does  not  go  down.  It  is  not  volatile  like  food  prices.  With  respect  to  the  auto- 
mobile companies,  the  other  basic  manufacturing  segments  of  the  economy, 
what  would  you  like  to  see  done  ?  What  do  you  think  ought  to  be  done  ?  Or 
do  you  think  anything  needs  to  be  done  to  try  to  stabilize  the  industrial 
component  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  the  wholesome  competition  in  the  American 
free  enterprise  system  will  solve  that  problem  better  than  any  other  way. 

PRESIDENTIAL  DEBATES 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  sort  of  preparations  are  you  making  for  these 
debates  ?  Do  you,  for  instance,  have  one  of  your  aides  acting  out  the  role  of  your 
opponent  so  you  can  get  ready  that  way? 

The  President.  Not  at  all,  Fred  [Frederic  W.  Barnes,  Washington  Star].  I  am 
obviously  doing  a  great  deal  of  study  and  preparation  for  these  debates  because 
I  want  the  American  people  to  know  not  only  my  own  views  but  the  views  of 
Mr.  Carter.  And  I  think  the  best  way  for  that  to  take  place  is  for  me  and  for 
himself  to  set  forth  those  views,  and  that  will  be  done  in  three  debates. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  is  it  you  are  doing  in  preparation  ?  Are  you  studying 
some  of  Mr.  Carter's  statements?  Are  you  watching  videotapes  of  Governor 
Carter? 

The  President.  The  matter  is  being  thoroughly  studied  by  me  compre- 
hensively. 

minority  rights   in  southern  AFRICA 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  the  African  guaranteeing  of  minor- 
ity rights.  How  many  black  governments  in  Africa  do  you  regard  as  having 
shown  minority  rights— or  respected  them  ?  Could  you  name  some,  and  how 
could  you  go  about  guaranteeing  such  minority  rights  in  the  future  ? 

The  President.  I  think  in  the  plans  that  will  evolve— and  I  hope  they  do- 
there  will  be  adequate  protection  for  minority  rights  in  the  two  areas  being 
considered  at  the  present  time. 

FBI  DIRECTOR  CLARENCE   KELLEY 

[17.]  Q.  Can  you  tell  us  what  went  into  your  judgment  not  to  fire  or  repri- 
mand the  FBI  Director  in  light  of  the  questionable  allegations  raised  against 
him? 

The  President.  Let  me  answer  the  Kelley  matter  this  way:  I  was  disap- 
pointed, to  say  the  least,  with  the  two  responses  given  to  the  Kelley  questions 
to  Governor  Carter.  One,  I  think  it  showed  a  lack  of  compassion  in  the  one 
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statement,  and  a  second  statement  that  seemed  to  be  contradictory  of  the  first 
one. 

I  hope  that  Governor  Carter  understood  that  Mrs.  Kelley  at  that  time  was 
suffering  terminal  cancer,  and  that  was  a  very  sad  and  difficult  time  for  the 
Director  of  the  FBI.  Number  two,  I  was  confused  when  in  either  Connecticut 
or  Brooklyn  he  said  that  if  he  were  President  yesterday  he  would  fire  him,  and 
then  at  the  next  stop  he  would  not  indicate  whether  he  was  going  to  fire  him 
or  keep  him  if  he  became  President  on  January  21.  So,  I  am  confused  on  the  one 
hand  by  his  flip-flop  on  this  issue,  and  I  am  very  disappointed  at  his  lack  of 
compassion  on  the  other. 

Now,  the  recommendation  made  to  me  by  the  Attorney  General  after 
thoroughly  investigating  the  facts  was  that  the  circumstances  were  such  that 
the  FBI  Director  should  be  kept.  He  has  reimbursed  the  Federal  Government 
of  $35  (|335),  I  think,  for  the  furnishings  for  his  apartment,  and  he  has  done  a 
good  job  in  my  opinion  in  straightening  out  a  very  difficult  situation  in  the  FBI. 

ABORTION    AS    A    CAMPAIGN    ISSUE 

[18.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  matter  of  abortion,  sir,  do  you  feel  that  this 
issue,  which  is  so  semireligious  and  so  emotional,  is  a  fit  subject  for  a  poHtical 
debate,  political  discussion  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  the  American  people  expect  candidates  for  office 
to  duck  any  issues  just  because  they  are  intense,  with  good  people  on  both  sides 
having  different  views.  I  think  the  American  people  ought  to  get  an  answer  from 
Governor  Carter  and  myself  on  this  issue  just  like  on  any  other  issue. 

president  ford's  activities  during  the  campaign 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  what  do  you  think  of  Mr.  Carter's  characterization 
of  you  as  "timid"  in  one  statement  and  as  "a  captain  hiding  in  a  stateroom"  in 
another  ? 

The  President.  That  brings  up  an  interesting  point.  I  understand  yesterday 
that  Senator  Mondale  was  complaining  because  I  was  not  campaigning  enough, 
and  on  August  4  of  1976,  Governor  Carter  was  complaining  because  I  was 
campaigning  too  much.  I  wish  they  would  get  their  act  together.  And  it  just  seems 
to  me  that  the  American  people  want  me  first  to  be  President  and  do  the  job 
here  in  the  best  way  possible,  and  I  intend  to  do  it.  And  I  will  campaign  at  the 
proper  time. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  connection  with  that,  if  you  find  your  campaign  running 
in  a  dry  gulch,  won't  you  change  your  plans  ? 
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The  President.  I  don't  expect  the  campaign  on  behalf  of  President  Ford  to  run 
into  a  dry  gulch.  We  are  making  good  headway.  I  think  the  polls  reflect  it,  and 
we  expect  to  win. 

CAMPAIGN    CONTRIBUTIONS    FROM    ADMINISTRATION    OFFICIALS 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  sir,  the  reports  of  your  campaign  committee  during 
the  primaries  indicate  that  approximately  100  Federal  officials  gave  campaign 
contributions  to  the  President  Ford  Committee,  and  some  of  them  have  sub- 
sequently said  that  they  did  so  in  response  to  solicitation  letters  from  Mr.  Mos- 
bacher  and  other  officials  of  the  committee.  Do  you  think  it  is  proper  for  the 
President  Ford  Committee  to  keep  those  contributions,  or  should  they  be  sent 
back  ? 

The  President.  I  was  not  familiar  with  any  solicitation  of  any  Federal  official 
on  behalf  of  the  President  Ford  Committee.  And  when  I  was  shown  that  some 
individuals  of  this  administration  had  voluntarily  given  to  the  President  Ford 
Committee,  I  did  not  know  that  they  had  done  so  beforehand.  So,  I  am  sure  there 
was  no  pressure,  certainly  none  from  me. 

pardon  of  former  president  nixon 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  today,  I  believe,  is  the  second  anniversary  of  the 
pardon  of  Richard  Nixon.  I  know  you  said  in  the  past,  under  the  same  circum- 
stances you  would  issue  the  pardon  again.  I  wonder  if  you  have  any  thoughts 
you  would  share  with  us  about  the  impact  the  pardon  will  have  on  the  election 
and  how  you  plan  to  respond  to  any  charges  that  are  made  ? 

The  President.  If  it  is  made  a  political  issue,  either  subtly  or  directly,  it  is 
going  to  be  very  difficult  to  anticipate  what  the  public  reaction  will  be.  But 
I  made  that  judgment  2  years  ago  today  on  the  basis  of  the  circumstances  at 
that  time. 

I  thought  it  was  in  the  national  interest  that  I  concentrate  on  the  international 
problems,  which  were  serious,  and  domestic  problems,  which  were  critical. 
And  I  felt  at  that  time  I  should  devote  100  percent  of  my  time  to  the  problems 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  And  I  think  if  the  same  circumstances  prevailed 
today,  I  would  do  the  same. 

GRANTING  ASYLUM  TO  SOVIET  MILITARY  DEFECTOR 

[22.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  this  question  is  in  two  parts.  Has  the  Soviet  Union 
contacted  you  personally  or  this  Government  with  regard  to  the  pilot  who  has 
defected  and  asked  for  political  asylum  ?  And,  secondly,  are  you  concerned  that 
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your  decision  to  grant  political  asylum  will  injure  progress  in  our  relations  with 
the  Soviet  Union  and  specifically  on  SALT  and  matters  of  that  kind  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  familiar  with  any  inquiry  by  the  Soviet  Union.  They 
may  have,  but  I  am  just  not  informed  as  to  that. 

Number  two,  we  have  decided  to  grant  asylum  if  the  Soviet  pilot  asks  for  it. 
This  is  a  tradition  in  the  United  States,  and  as  long  as  he  wants  such  asylum 
he  will  be  granted  it  in  the  United  States.  I  don't  think  that  granting  him 
asylum  will  interfere  with  our  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

FBI  DIRECTOR  KELLEY 

[23.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  going  back  to  the  Kelley  matter  for  a  moment. 
Governor  Carter  said  yesterday  also  that  the  FBI  Director  should  be  as  pure  as 
Caesar's  wife.  Do  you  agree  with  that  statement,  and  in  light  of  the  allegations 
against  Mr.  Kelley,  do  you  think  he  is  ? 

The  President.  On  the  basis  of  a  thorough  investigation  by  the  Attorney 
General,  an  outstanding  lawyer,  and  I  think  an  outstanding  Attorney  General, 
he  recommended  that  I  take  the  action  which  I  did,  which  was  to  keep  the  FBI 
Director.  And  I  have  full  faith  in  the  analysis  and  the  recommendations  of  the 
Attorney  General,  and  therefore  I  think  I  made  the  right  decision. 

note:  President  Ford's  thirty-sixth  news  conference  began  at  12:43  p.m.  on  the  South  Lawn  at  the  White 
House. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Quarterly  Report 
of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability. 
September  8,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  section  5  of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  StabiUty  Act, 
as  amended,  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  Congress  the  seventh  quarterly  report  of 
the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.  This  report  contains  a  description  of 
the  Council  activities  during  the  second  quarter  of  1976  in  monitoring  both 
prices  and  w^ages  and  the  private  sector  and  various  Federal  Government 
activities  that  lead  to  higher  costs  and  prices  w^ithout  creating  commensurate 
benefits.  It  discusses  in  some  detail  the  Council's  study  of  collective  bargaining 
negotiations  for  1976  health  costs,  steel  products,  and  chemicals  as  well  as  its 
filings  before  various  Federal  regulatory  agencies. 
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During  the  remainder  of  1976,  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  StabiUty  will 
continue  to  play  an  important  role  in  supplementing  fiscal  and  monetary  poli- 
cies by  calling  public  attention  to  wage  and  price  developments  or  actions  by 
the  Government  that  could  be  of  concern  to  American  consumers. 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


The  White  House, 
September  8, 1976. 


note:  The  report  covering  the  period  April  through       Office  of  the  President,  Washington,  D.C.,  No.  7" 
June  1976  is  entided  "Quarterly  Report:  July  1976 —       (Government  Printing  Office,  56  pp.). 
Council    on   Wage    and    Price    Stability,    Executive 
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Statement  on  International  Air  Transportation  Policy. 
September  8,  1976 

INTERNATIONAL  aviation  is  essential  in  a  world  that  has  become  economi- 
cally interdependent.  Historically,  the  United  States  has  had  a  leadership  role 
in  the  development  of  international  air  transporation  and  intends  to  continue 
that  role. 

Aviation  is  an  essential  part  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  required  for  mail,  high  priority  cargo,  government  business,  and  urgent 
personal  travel.  A  desirable,  low^-cost  means  of  international  pleasure  travel,  avi- 
ation helps  bring  the  people  of  many  cultures  and  nationalities  together,  cre- 
ating a  greater  sense  of  friendship  and  mutual  understanding. 

The  United  States  seeks  an  international  economic  environment  and  air 
transportation  structure  conducive  to  healthy  competition  among  all  air  car- 
riers. We  shall  rely  upon  competitive  market  forces  to  the  greatest  extent  feasible, 
for  it  is  a  basic  tenet  of  our  economic  philosophy  thajt  marketplace  competition 
provides  improved  services  and  permits  the  w^ell-managed  carrier  to  earn  a  profit 
w^hile  lov^ering  total  costs.  At  the  same  time,  wc  recognize  that  other  nations 
may  differ  in  their  view^  as  to  how^  such  transportation  should  be  organized  and 
operated.  We  shall  v^ork  through  appropriate  bilateral  and  multilateral  forums 
to  bring  about  constructive  change  for  the  benefit  of  air  travelers,  shippers,  and 
carriers  of  all  nations. 

The  international  air  carrier  industry  should  continue  to  have  the  primary  re- 
sponsibility for  adapting  its  air  transport  product  to  public  demand.  Regulatory 
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regimes  imposed  by  governments  should  not  stifle  the  industry's  flexibiUty  to 
respond  to  this  demand,  nor  should  they  remove  incentives  to  keep  costs  low^. 

The  Economic  Policy  Board  Task  Force  on  International  Air  Transportation 
Policy,  chaired  by  the  Departments  of  Transportation  and  State,  has  recom- 
mended a  comprehensive  statement  of  United  States  poHcy.  The  statement  sets 
forth  the  objectives  the  United  States  will  seek  in  negotiations  w^ith  other  na- 
tions. It  also  calls  for  balanced  revisions  of  certain  regulatory  policies  of  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Board. 

I  am  approving  this  statement  of  international  air  transportation  policy  to 
supersede  the  one  issued  June  22, 1970,^  and  am  directing  that  this  new  statement 
of  policy  guidance  be  used  henceforth  by  officials  of  the  Government  in  dealing 
with  international  aviation  matters. 

766 

Remarks  at  the  B'nai  B'rith  Biennial  Convention. 
September  9,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  David,  Ambassador  Dinitz,  distinguished  guests,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

At  the  outset,  let  me  express  my  deep  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  that  more 
than  generous  introduction.  And  I  understand,  David,  that  you  are  unopposed 
this  year  in  your  campaign  for  the  presidency  of  B'nai  B'rith.  David,  you  will 
have  to  tell  me  how  you  do  it.  [.Laughter] 

I  am  honored  to  address  this  convention  saluting  both  the  133d  year  of  B'nai 
BVith  and  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  United  States.  You,  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  the  Covenant,  have  kept  your  commitment  to  Judaism  and  to  America. 

As  one  of  America's  pioneer  voluntary  agencies,  your  seven  candles  have 
generated  light  and  warmth  and  love.  Your  compassion  illuminates  the  best  of 
our  Nation's  traditional  spirit  of  voluntary  service  to  others.  Your  devotion  to 
family  virtues  and  values  makes  me  proud  to*  serve  as  President  of  the  great 
American  family  of  which  the  Jewish  community  is  a  cherished  member. 

I  have  been  meeting  with  B'nai  B'rith  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
and  always  understood  that  you  were  a  nonpartisan  organization.  I  had  pre- 
pared an  appropriately  nonpartisan  speech  for  this  morning,  but  when  I  saw 
the  morning  paper,  I  was  disappointed  to  see  that  one  of  your  speakers  yesterday 
apparently  kicked  off  our  debates  from  this  rostrum.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  origi- 

^  See  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents,  Richard  Nixon,  1970  volume.  Item  195. 
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nally  proposed  that  our  first  subject  be  defense  and  foreign  policy,  and  that  it 
should  be  held  yesterday,  September  8.  Mr.  Carter  rejected  this  arrangement.  I 
guess  he  did  not  want  me  to  be  present.  Well,  I  got  here  as  quickly  as  I  could. 
[Laughter]  Without  objection,  I'd  like  my  turn  at  the  plate. 

Number  one,  Mr.  Carter  told  you,  "I  have  called  for  closer  ties  with  our  tradi- 
tional allies  and  stronger  ties  with  the  State  of  Israel."  I  say  to  you,  Israel  is  one 
of  our  traditional  allies,  and  our  ties  have  never  been  closer  or  stronger. 

As  for  our  other  allies,  the  gentleman  has  proposed  troop  withdrawals  from 
Western  Europe  and  from  Korea;  defense  budget  cuts  that  would  cripple  our 
ability  to  supply  or  sustain  our  friends;  bans  on  nuclear  tests  by  our  allies;  a 
nuclear  strategy  of  massive  retaliation — policies  which  would  invite  a  major 
crisis  with  our  allies,  including  Israel. 

Number  two,  Mr.  Carter  told  you,  and  I  quote,  "I  have  stressed  the  necessity 
for  a  strong  defense,  tough  and  muscular,  adequate  to  maintain  our  freedom 
under  any  conceivable  circumstances."  I  say  to  you,  the  gentleman  on  other 
occasions  has  advocated  defense  cuts  of  $5  to  $7  bilHon,  delaying  our  strategic 
bomber  program,  withdrawing  from  overseas  bases,  and  cutting  off  military  aid 
to  vital  allies.  I  say  to  you,  if  we  do  any  or  all  of  these  things  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  have  a  defense  adequate  to  maintain  our  freedom  and  the  freedom  of  our 
friends. 

Finally,  I  seem  to  recall  that  the  shepherd  boy,  David,  was  both  tough  and 
muscular.  It's  a  good  thing  he  also  had  the  most  advanced  weapon  system  of 
that  day. 

Number  three,  the  gendeman  told  you,  "We  have  allowed  virtually  unlimited 
sales  of  arms  to  countries  around  the  world,  a  policy  as  cynical  as  it  is  danger- 
ous." I  tell  you,  most  of  our  arms  sales  in  military  aid  goes  to  key  countries  like 
Israel  and  Iran.  I  assume  he  is  not  proposing  to  cut  off  Israel. 

Does  the  gentleman  want  Soviet  arms  to  have  a  monopoly  in  the  world? 
Does  he  want  our  adversaries  to  arm  not  only  the  radical  Arabs  but  also  the  more 
moderate  Arabs  ?  Does  Mr.  Carter  honestly  consider  his  own  country's  bipartisan 
policies  more  cynical  and  less  moral  than  the  Soviet  Union's  ? 

And  now,  back  to  my  nice  nonpartisan  speech. 

As  America  celebrates  its  200th  anniversary,  there  is  a  new  maturity  in  our 
national  pride.  There  is  a  new  awareness  that  ours  is  a  nation  of  many  faiths 
and  denominations — Jewish,  Catholic,  Protestant,  and  others — all  equally  hon- 
ored and  all  equally  separated  and  protected  from  government  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  A  fresh  optimism  grows  from  self-confidence  and 
mutual  trust  and  from  a  reliable,  stable,  enduring  philosophy  of  government. 
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Just  as  B'nai  B  rith  honors  a  sacred  Covenant,  so  does  our  Nation  at  home  and 
abroad.  Ours  is  a  covenant  with  freedom.  As  descendants  of  those  w^ho  found 
sanctuary  and  fulfillment  in  this  great  land,  w^e  know  that  freedom  is  indivisible. 
Tyranny  and  terrorism  abroad  endanger  freedom  at  home.  We  are  our 
brother's  keeper. 

Our  own  Bicentennial  Independence  Day  was  enhanced  by  an  event  that  day 
at  Entebbe  Airport  in  Uganda.^  That  action  of  liberation  freed  our  own  hearts 
to  fuller  understanding  of  the  universal  meaning  of  independence — and  the 
courageous  action  sometimes  required  to  preserve  it. 

A  free  people  must  never  capitulate  to  terrorism.  That  is  why  I  long  ago  asked 
for  mandatory  prison  sentences  for  airplane  hijackers.  Certainty  of  punishment 
prevents  crime.  I  have  strongly  urged  international  action  to  stamp  out  terrorism 
wherever  it  occurs. 

America  has  always  been  a  land  of  new  beginnings.  Our  ancestors  who  came 
to  these  shores  made  a  new  beginning.  They  saw  America  as  a  promised  land. 
As  we  approach  the  Jewish  New  Year,  many  Americans  know  that  we  are 
making  a  new  start  in  our  national  life. 

Something  wonderful  happened  to  America  in  the  last  2  years.  Together, 
we  overcame  a  time  of  torment  at  home  and  abroad,  military  involvements  and 
economic  threats,  assassinations  and  wrongdoing  in  high  places.  We  recaptured 
the  spirit  of  1776. 

We  believe  in  the  hopes  of  our  revolutionary  founders  and  our  immigrant 
ancestors.  We  found  new  meaning  in  their  vision  of  free  men  and  free  women 
enjoying  limited  government  and  unlimited  opportunity.  We  renew  our  com- 
mitment to  those  less  fortunate  than  ourselves.  We  know  that  the  United  States 
of  America  is  sound.  We  are  secure.  We  are  on  the  march  to  full  economic 
recovery  and  a  better  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans. 

America's  salvation  is  not  in  a  revival  of  outdated  social  experiments  financed 
by  you  who  pay  the  taxes  and  obey  the  laws.  I  see  no  excuse  whatsoever  for 
arbitrary  quotas  on  the  basis  of  race,  religion,  or  national  origin  in  employment 
or  education.  In  the  name  of  justice  for  some,  we  must  not  do  injustice  to  others. 
Opportunities  should  be  open  to  all  Americans  on  an  equal  basis.  That  is  basic 
to  the  finest  American  principles  of  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 

When  I  became  President  2  years  ago,  I  pledged  to  be  President  to  all  of  the 
people.  I  renew  that  pledge  today  and  support  it,  not  with  vague  plans  and 
vacillating  promises,  but  with  a  proven  record  of  performance. 


^  See  Item  648. 
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Two  years  ago  the  scene  was  grim.  Could  we  muster  the  unity  and  will  to 
overcome  our  domestic  turmoil?  Could  we  stand  up  for  freedom?  We  not 
only  could  but  we  did. 

Today,  not  a  single  American  is  at  war  anywhere  on  the  face  of  this  Earth. 
America  is  at  peace  and  seeks  peace  for  all  countries. 

Look  what  has  happened  in  the  Middle  East.  The  United  States  has  helped 
bring  about  a  momentum  towards  peace  that  has  no  parallel  in  Middle  East 
history.  Every  American  can  stand  up  with  pride  for  what  this  country  helped 
to  do.  Two  agreements  were  reached  for  the  separation  of  forces  on  the  Egyptian 
and  Syrian  fronts.  Buffer  zones  were  created  to  protect  against  a  surprise  attack — 
and  every  war  between  Israel  and  Egypt,  its  Arab  neighbors,  has  grown  out  of 
surprise  attack  or  fear  of  it.  The  forces  of  moderation — leaders  who  were  willing 
to  commit  themselves  to  the  peace  process — were  strengthened.  The  disruptive 
role  of  those  opposed  to  the  peace  process  has  steadily  declined. 

The  United  States  has  fashioned  new  institutions  of  energy  cooperation  with 
its  major  allies,  including  contingency  measures  to  safeguard  against  a  new  oil 
embargo. 

America's  important  contacts  with  the  Arab  world  grew  again.  The  re- 
settlement of  cities  along  the  Suez  Canal  and  the  clearing  of  the  Canal  for  inter- 
national traffic  gave  practical  evidence  of  a  turn  towards  peace. 

Then,  just  a  year  ago,  came  the  Sinai  agreement — a  dramatic  milestone,  the 
first  Arab-Israeli  agreement  that  was  not  just  an  armistice  in  the  aftermath  of 
hostilities.  It  was  a  political  as  well  as  a  military  step ;  it  was  intended  by  both 
sides  as  a  significant  advance  toward  peace.  In  that  agreement  both  Egypt  and 
Israel  pledged: 

— that  "the  conflict  between  them  and  in  the  Middle  East  shall  not  be  resolved 
by  military  force  but  by  peaceful  means" ; 

— and  "they  are  determined  to  reach  a  final  and  just  peace  settlement  by  means 
of  negotiations  called  for  by  the  Security  Council  Resolution  338";  and 

— that  they  will  "not  .  .  .  resort  to  the  threat  or  the  use  of  force  or  military 
blockade  against  each  other." 

As  a  result  the  danger  of  war  and  destruction  was  further  reduced  for  both 
sides.  Not  a  single  young  Israeli  or  a  single  young  Egyptian  has  since  died  fight- 
ing in  the  Sinai. 

There  is  no  precedent  for  the  promise  of  lasting  and  just  peace  in  the  Middle 
East  which  this  agreement  has  opened  up.  Both  Prime  Minister  Rabin  and 
President  Sadat  believe  the  agreement  is  the  possible  turning  point. 

Prime  Minister  Rabin,  who  has  been  my  personal  friend  since  he  was  Am- 
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bassador  here  and  I  was  in  the  Congress,  reported  to  his  ParHament  on  June  15 
this  year,  and  I  quote: 

"I  note  with  satisfaction  that  during  the  past  2  years,  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Israel  have  become  closer. 

"Our  governments  have  arrived  at  a  common  approach  regarding  the  de- 
sirable political  direction  on  the  road  to  peace  and  in  the  development  of 
processes  of  peace  . . .  there  has  been  no  erosion  in  the  position  and  in  the  attitude 
of  the  Administration,  the  Congress,  and  the  American  public,  toward  Israel. 

"Relations  between  the  United  States  and  Israel  remain  firm  ...  it  will  never 
be  superfluous  to  emphasize  and  reemphasize  the  feeling  of  gratitude  and  ap- 
preciation that  the  people,  the  Knesset  and  the  Government  in  Israel  maintain 
toward  the  United  States  for  its  stand  on  Israel's  side." 

The  negotiating  process  will  continue.  The  progress  made  has  withstood  the 
dangerous  conflict  in  Lebanon,  and  I  believe  it  helped  to  prevent  that  tragic 
warfare  from  spilling  over  into  a  wider  confrontation. 

I  intend  to  pursue  further  progress,  because  it  is  right  for  America,  right 
for  Israel,  right  for  the  Arabs,  indeed  right  for  all  the  peoples  throughout  this 
world.  I  do  not  promise  you  it  will  be  easy. 

I  can  tell  you  what  I  will  do: 

There  will  be  no  imposed  solutions,  but  agreements  whose  terms  are  ham- 
mered out  between  the  parties  as  in  the  Sinai  agreement.  There  will  be  no  one- 
sided concessions,  but  a  balanced  quid  pro  quo  in  exchange  for  everything 
given  up.  We  will  proceed  as  we  have  in  the  closest,  constant  consultation  with 
Israel  before,  during,  and  after  any  negotiations. 

A  strong  Israel  is  essential  to  peace  and  to  the  national  security  interests  of 
the  United  States.  From  the  time  I  first  ran  for  Congress  in  1948, 1  recognized 
the  justice  of  Israel's  rebirth  and  its  importance  to  the  United  States.  I  am  proud 
to  stand  on  my  consistent  28-year  record  of  support  for  Israel.  You  know  where 
I  stand.  The  funds  I  proposed  for  Israel  in  my  first  two  budgets  totaled  over 
$4  billion  for  27  months.  These  figures  speak  more  eloquently  than  words. 

I  am  proud  that  my  ambassadors  at  the  United  Nations  have  stood  up  and 
spoken  out  for  the  elementary  principle  of  fairness  that  Americans  believe  in. 
I  tell  you  now  that  we  will  fight  any  measure  that  condemns  Zionism  as  racism 
or  that  attempts  to  deny  Israel  her  full  rights  of  membership  in  the  United 
Nations.  The  United  States  will  stand  firm  in  its  commitment  to  Israel's  security 
and  survival. 

America's  policy  of  peace  through  strength  has  proven  itself  in  the  Middle 
East  and  throughout  the  world.  Nobody  questions  our  dedication  to  peace,  and 
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nobody  doubts  our  willingness  to  use  our  strength  when  America's  vital  inter- 
ests are  at  stake — and  we  will. 

A  strong  defense  is  the  best  insurance  for  peace.  But  our  strength  has  never 
rested  upon  arms  alone.  It  is  rooted  in  our  mutual  commitment  to  the  highest 
standards  of  ethics  and  morality.  Take  the  Arab  boycott  as  an  example.  This 
involves  both  moral  and  legal  questions,  domestic  as  well  as  international 
issues.  It  is  easy  to  escalate  emotionally,  but  not  nearly  so  easy  to  resolve 
rationally. 

I  opposed  Arab  boycott  practices  when  I  was  in  the  Congress.  I  have  always 
opposed  discrimination.  America  was  born  as  a  refuge  from  discrimination. 

As  President,  I  have  taken  the  strongest  executive  action  in  American  history 
against  foreign  economic  practices  that  discriminate  against  American  citizens. 
Last  November,  I  set  forth  a  detailed  program  of  administrative  orders  and 
regulations,  now  in  force,  which  prohibit  any  discrimination  in  export  trans- 
actions based  on  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  or  national  origin.^  Our  moral  and 
legal  opposition  to  the  Arab  boycott  of  Israel  has  been  made  forcefully  clear,  not 
only  to  foreign  governments  but  to  the  American  business  community.  This 
campaign,  together  with  careful  diplomacy  and  the  efforts  of  individual  U.S. 
firms,  has  resulted  in  the  easing  of  boycott  practices  and  an  effective  end  to  open 
discrimination. 

This  morning  I  reiterate  my  determination  to  make  further  progress,  if 
necessary  by  legislation,  so  that  Government  officials  at  all  levels  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  will  know  that  I  mean  business. 

And  I  can  tell  you,  I  will  continue  to  seek  further  progress  on  the  issue  of  emi- 
gration from  the  Soviet  Union.  I  raised  it  personally  with  General  Secretary 
Brezhnev.  I  have  discussed  it  on  many  occasions  with  my  former  colleagues  in 
the  House  and  in  the  Senate,  with  the  determination  to  restore  the  prior  rates  of 
emigration. 

As  a  government  and  as  a  nation,  we  continue  to  stress  the  importance  at- 
tached by  all  Americans  to  the  basic  human  right  to  live  where  one  chooses  in 
this  world  today. 

A  moral  and  ethical  government  promises  its  citizens  no  more  than  it  can 
deliver  and  delivers  all  that  it  promises.  For  too  long  the  American  people  have 
been  promised  panaceas  for  which  we  are  still  paying  in  credibility  and  in  cash. 

My  record  is  one  of  performance,  not  promises.  My  record  is  one  of  realism, 
not  rhetoric.  My  record  is  one  of  experience,  not  expediency. 

Under  our  system,  in  a  national  election  candidates  will  naturally  disagree 

-  See  1975  volume,  Items  689  and  690. 
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on  political  philosophy.  That  is  why  I  was  delighted  when  Mr.  Carter  accepted 
my  challenge  for  a  nationally  televised  debate  on  the  real  issues  facing  215 
million  Americans. 

It  is  still  my  fervent  hope  that  this  campaign  will  be  pursued  in  keeping  with 
the  best  American  traditions.  America  has  no  place  for  those  who  would  set 
brother  against  brother,  group  against  group,  American  against  American. 
America  did  not  rise  to  the  heights  by  catering  to  fear  and  to  prejudice.  We 
succeeded  through  courage,  decency,  commonsense.  We  are  all  equal  in  the  eyes 
of  God. 

My  administration  will  go  on  working  for  a  better  world.  We  have  abso- 
lutely no  reason  to  fear  our  adversaries  abroad  as  long  as  we  remain  strong  and 
true  to  our  principles.  Our  system  has  proven  its  superiority  in  every  way.  In 
remaining  vigilant  we  must  never  abandon  our  vision  or  our  spiritual  values. 

In  the  words  of  the  New  Testament,  "Let  us  [therefore]  follow  after  the 
things  which  make  for  peace,"  heeding  still  the  Old  Testament  which  encour- 
ages us  to  "seek  peace,  and  pursue  it." 

As  we  must  never  lose  our  vigilance,  neither  must  we  ever  lose  our  vision. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at  9:40    a.m.   in   the  Simcha  Dinitz,   Israeli  Ambassador  to  the  United 

International  Ballroom  at  the  Washington  Hilton  States. 

Hotel.    In    his    opening    remarks,    he    referred    to  As   printed   above,   this  item  follows  the  text  of 

David  M.  Blumberg,  president  of  B'nai  B'rith,  and  the  White  House  press  release. 
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Remarks  on  the  Death  of  Mao  Tse-tung.     September  9,  1976 

THE  PEOPLE'S  Republic  of  China  announced  today  the  passing  away  of 
Chairman  Mao  Tse-tung. 

Chairman  Mao  was  a  giant  figure  in  modern  Chinese  history.  He  was  a  leader 
whose  actions  profoundly  affected  the  development  of  his  own  country.  His 
influence  on  history  will  extend  far  beyond  the  borders  of  China. 

Americans  will  remember  that  it  was  under  Chairman  Mao  that  China  moved 
together  with  the  United  States  to  end  a  generation  of  hostility  and  to  launch 
a  new  and  more  positive  era  in  relations  between  our  two  countries. 

I  am  confident  that  the  trend  of  improved  relations  between  the  People's  Re- 
public of  China  and  the  United  States,  which  Chairman  Mao  helped  to  create, 
will  continue  to  contribute  to  world  peace  and  stability. 

On  behalf  of  the  United  States  Government  and  the  American  people,  I  offer 
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condolences  to  the  Government  and  to  the  people  of  the  People's  Republic  of 
China. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   12:40  p.m.   to  re-  Chairman    Mao    was    the    Chinese    Communist 

porters    assembled    in    the    Briefing    Room    at    the       Party  Chairman  from  1949  until  his  death  in  Peking. 
White  House. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  a  Proclamation  for  the  Observance  of 
National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  1976.     September  10,  1976 

FIRST,  LET  me  welcome  all  of  you  to  the  East  Room  in  the  White  House  as  I 
sign  this  proclamation  [4459]  designating  September  12  through  the  19th  as 
National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week.  It  is  wonderful  to  have  you  all  here.  Un- 
fortunately, we  could  not  have  it  outside  because  of  the  weather,  but  both  Betty 
and  myself  are  delighted  to  have  you  with  us  here  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White 
House. 

In  this  Bicentennial  Year  it  is  good  for  us — I  think  all  of  us — to  consider  how 
much  the  people  who  came  to  the  New  World  in  a  search  for  an  opportunity  to 
determine  their  own  futures  have  meant  to  America.  These  representatives  of 
many  races  and  many  cultures  brought  with  them  their  own  unique  heritage 
and  contributed  immeasurably  to  the  American  spirit  and  to  the  American 
character. 

America's  Hispanic  heritage  runs  particularly  deep.  Men  and  women  of  His- 
panic origin  fought  in  our  Revolutionary  War.  Hispanic  Americans  have  en- 
riched our  culture,  our  arts,  and  our  scholarship.  They  have  helped  build  an 
America  where  freedom  and  equality  as  well  are  the  practice  as  well  as  the  ideal. 

In  recent  months  more  than  11  million  Americans  of  Hispanic  origin  have 
made  great  and  substanial  contributions  and  accomplishments  to  a  better 
America.  More  than  50  Hispanics  have  been  appointed  to  ranking  positions  in 
the  Federal  Government.  And,  although  the  Members  of  Congress  with  Hispanic 
origin  are  not  here  because  of  other  responsibilities  up  on  Capitol  Hill,  I  am 
pleased  to  note,  as  we  all  do,  that  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  on  both  sides 
of  the  aisle,  those  with  Hispanic  heritage  are  well  represented. 

Federal  funds  for  bilingual  education  have  been  increased.  A  system  of 
Spanish-speaking  coordinators  has  been  established  to  help  Hispanic  Americans 
get  worthwhile  jobs.  The  Voting  Rights  Act  has  been  extended  to  protect 
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Spanish-speaking  individuals  throughout  our  country  and  to  protect  their 
rights  of  the  franchise  that  is  so  important  to  all  of  us. 

Hispanic  know-how,  energy,  pride,  and  dedication  have  strengthened  America 
for  over  two  centuries.  The  Hispanic  contribution  to  America  has  been  consistent 
and  a  vital  influence  on  a  better  society  in  our  country.  I  know  that  contribution 
will  continue  to  flourish  in  the  years  ahead  and  continue  to  add  to  all  that  is 
good  in  America. 

Today,  therefore,  I  am  very  proud  to  have  the  opportunity  of  signing  this 
proclamation  for  National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  and  I  congratulate  all  of 
you  for  the  contributions  you  have  made  and  for  the  attendance  here  on  this 
occasion. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:10  p.m.  at  a  ceremony  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 

769 

Letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Cincinnati  Following  a  Meeting  With 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops.     September  10,  1976 

Your  Excellency: 

I  w^ant  to  thank  you  and  other  leaders  of  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  for  visiting  w^ith  me  today  to  discuss  issues  of  mutual  concern  and 
interest.  Because  many  of  these  issues  are  highly  sensitive,  I  thought  it  might 
be  helpful  to  set  forth  my  view^s  on  paper  so  that  others  v^ho  could  not  be  v^ith 
us  might  have  a  more  precise  understanding  of  my  convictions  on  these  issues. 

One  of  the  most  controversial  issues  of  our  time  and  one  in  w^hich  w^e  share  a 
keen  interest  is  the  question  of  abortion.  I  have  grave  concern  over  the  serious 
moral  questions  raised  by  this  issue.  Each  new^  life  is  a  miracle  of  creation.  To 
interfere  w^ith  that  creative  process  is  a  most  serious  act 

In  my  view,  the  Government  has  a  very  special  role  in  this  regard.  Specifically, 
the  Government  has  a  responsibihty  to  protect  life — and  indeed  to  provide  legal 
guarantees  for  the  vv^eak  and  unprotected. 

It  is  w^ithin  this  context  that  I  have  consistently  opposed  the  1973  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  As  President,  I  am  sw^orn  to  uphold  the  laws  of  the  land  and 
I  intend  to  carry  out  this  responsibility.  In  my  personal  view,  however,  this  court 
decision  was  unwise.  I  said  then  and  I  repeat  today — abortion  on  demand  is 
wrong. 

Since  1973 1  have  viewed  as  the  most  practical  means  of  rectifying  the  situation 
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created  by  the  Court's  action  a  Constitutional  amendment  that  would  restore 
to  each  State  the  authority  to  enact  abortion  statutes  which  fit  the  concerns  and 
views  of  its  own  citizens.  This  approach  is  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  system  of 
Federalism  devised  by  the  founders  of  our  Nation,  As  Minority  Leader  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  co-sponsored  an  amendment  which  would  restore 
this  authority  to  the  States,  and  I  have  consistently  supported  that  position  since 
that  time. 

My  position  has  been  based  on  three  fundamental  convictions: 

— I  am  against  abortion  on  demand. 

— ^The  people  of  every  State  should  have  the  Constitutional  right  to  control 
abortion. 

— ^There  is  a  need  to  recognize  and  provide  for  exceptional  cases. 

I  should  also  point  out  that  the  Republican  Platform  which  I  support  is  fully 
consistent  with  these  views. 

I  recognize  that  this  abortion  question  is  a  matter  of  deep  personal  and 
moral  conviction.  Honorable  people  may  disagree,  but  all  of  us  must  be  con- 
cerned about  an  increased  irreverence  for  life  within  advanced  societies. 

Americans  have  benefited  greatly  by  our  rich  spiritual  heritage.  The  sound, 
sensible  lessons  of  goodness  imparted  by  reHgious  teachers  and  devoted  parents 
have  done  more  than  anything  else  to  prepare  our  children  for  life. 

A  second  issue  of  mutual  concern  is  the  future  of  non-puWic  schools.  Tradi- 
tionally, those  schools  have  made  a  vital  contribution  to  our  society,  richly 
adding  to  the  fiber  of  the  American  experience.  We  are  a  Nation  that  values 
competition  and  diversity.  I  believe  that  diversity  is  as  important  in  education 
as  it  is  in  politics,  business,  the  professions,  in  our  personal  lives  and  in  our 
cultural  traditions. 

I  know  that  these  last  few  years  have  not  been  easy  ones  for  non-public 
schools.  This  has  been  a  period  of  self-examination.  I  want  you  to  know  that 
as  President,  I  am  totally  committed  to  support  your  efforts  to  provide  the  best 
possible  education  for  the  approximately  four  million  children  enrolled  in 
Catholic  institutions. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  a  block  grant  program  to  combine 
24  existing  programs  for  Federal  assistance  to  elementary  and  secondary  educa- 
tion. This  legislation,  which  would  make  $3.3  billion  available  to  State  and  local 
governments  during  fiscal  year  1977,  provides  that  non-public  school  children 
will  continue  to  be  served  equitably. 

In  all  that  I  do  as  President,  I  will  continue  my  dedication  to  freedom  of  edu- 
cational opportunity  in  order  to  guarantee  the  continued  high  quality  of  the 
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educational  tradition  in  non-public  schools — a  tradition  for  which  you  deserve 
great  credit. 

A  third  issue  of  mutual  concern  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  toward 
relieving  hunger  and  malnutrition  in  the  world.  The  United  States,  I  am  proud 
to  say,  has  a  strong  record  of  responding  positively  to  this  matter,  in  keeping 
with  both  the  tradition  of  humanitarian  concern  of  the  American  people  and 
the  sense  of  responsibility  which  we  who  are  more  fortunate  feel  toward  those 
with  less. 

We  have  tried  to  address  the  two  main  aspects  of  the  world  food  problem  in 
the  most  constructive  way  possible: 

— First,  to  alleviate  an  immediate  need  for  food  assistance,  the  U.S.  will  be 
able  to  furnish  this  year  about  6  million  tons  of  food  assistance,  6  million  of  the 
10  million  ton  annual  food  aid  target  set  for  all  countries  at  the  World  Food 
Conference  in  Rome.  Through  our  PL-480  program,  we  are  able  to  use  the 
enormous  productivity  of  the  American  farmer  to  meet  human  needs  with  grain 
which  the  poorer  nations  could  not  otherwise  afford  to  import. 

— Second,  through  our  foreign  assistance  program,  we  are  seeking  to  curb 
some  of  the  underlying  causes  of  the  food  problem  by  working  to  improve 
agricultural  production  in  the  developing  countries,  particularly  those  which 
suffer  major  shortfalls  in  food.  This  is  of  critical  importance  to  the  prospects 
for  economic  growth. 

Private  voluntary  agencies  also  play  an  important  role  in  the  overall  U.S. 
assistance  effort,  and  have  made  a  major  contribution  in  alleviating  world 
hunger,  providing  inputs  of  both  food  and  economic  assistance — an  inspiring 
demonstration  of  the  humanitarian  zeal  of  the  American  people. 

Last  year  this  country  proposed  the  creation  of  an  international  system  of 
nationally  held  food  reserves  which  would  provide  against  the  human  and 
economic  disaster  which  could  result  from  a  global  shortfall  in  grain  production. 
We  are  continuing  to  push  for  conclusion  of  an  agreement  on  this  proposal  in 
the  International  Wheat  Council. 

Let  me  add  one  final  note.  When  I  visited  the  International  Eucharistic  Con- 
gress in  Philadelphia  last  month,  I  commented  that  "for  millions  of  men  and 
women,  the  church  has  been  the  hospital  for  the  soul,  the  schoolroom  for  the 
mind,  and  the  safe  depository  for  moral  ideals.  It  has  given  unity  and  purpose 
to  the  affairs  of  man.  It  has  been  a  vital  institution  for  protecting  and  proclaim- 
ing the  ultimate  values  of  life  itself."  That  is  a  view  I  have  long  held.  It  is  one 
that  I  reaffirm  now. 
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I  greatly  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  you  today.  I  look  forward 
to  future  discussions  with  you  and  with  others  of  every  faith. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Most  Reverend  Joseph  L.  Bernardin,  29  East  8th  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45202] 

note:  The  President  met  with  Joseph  L.  Bernardin,  Ohio;   John  J.  McGuire,  archbishop  of  New  York 

archbishop  of  Cincinnati  and  president  of  the  con-  and  treasurer  of  the  conference;  and  Bishop  James  S. 

ference;  Terence  Cardinal  Cooke,  archbishop  of  New  Rausch  of  Washington,  D.C.,  general  secretary  of  the 

York;  James  W.  Malone,  archbishop  of  Youngstown,  conference. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  a  Meeting  With 
Secretary  of  State  Kissinger.     September  11,  1976 

I  HAVE  asked  Secretary  Kissinger,  as  we  announced  yesterday,  to  go  to  south- 
ern Africa.  It's  a  very  important  mission.  It  has  many  complicated  elements  in  it. 
It  involves  tremendous  risks.  But  it's  my  strong  feeUng  that  the  United  States 
can  play  a  constructive  role.  We  have  to  work  with  the  various  parties  to  sort 
out  the  complex  issues,  and  we  can  be  helpful. 

There  is  no  assurance  of  success,  but  it's  worth  the  risk,  I  think,  for  world 
peace  and  a  continent  that  is  vitally  important  to  all  of  us.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  an  area  of  the  world  where  the  Africans  should  basically  settle  African 
problems  without  the  involvement  directly  of  either  the  United  States,  the  Soviet 
Union,  Cuba,  or  any  outside  nation. 

It's  a  mission  that  has  high  risks  but,  if  successful,  will  be  tremendously  impor- 
tant in  the  years  ahead  for  all  the  peoples  of  the  world,  particularly  the  Africans. 

I  wish  you  well,  Henry.  I  will  walk  you  to  the  car. 

Reporter.  Mr.  Carter  has  been  saying  again  in  the  last  couple  of  days  that  you 
are  spending  too  much  time  hiding  in  the  White  House  and  not  out  among 
the  people. 

The  President.  My  answer  is  that  again  he  is  being  somewhat  inconsistent. 
A  few  weeks  ago,  I  think  early  in  August,  he  was  complaining  because  I  was 
campaigning  too  much  and  not  spending  enough  time  on  Government  business. 
And  now  that  I'm  spending  virtually  100  percent  of  my  time  on  being  President, 
he  is  being  critical  of  the  fact  that  I'm  not  out  politicking. 

As  I  said  before,  I  think  his  positions  are  inconsistent  here  as  they  have  been 
in  many  other  cases.  And  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  many  times — that  the 
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President  ought  to  be  President  and  get  that  job  done  and  politic,  if  and  when 
he  can,  on  the  side. 

Q.  What  about  the  abortion  issue,  Mr.  President?  I  think  he  has  accused  you 
of  exploiting  it. 

The  President.  Not  at  all.  My  position  on  this  very  emotional  and  very  vital 
issue  has  been  v^ell  know^n.  I  have  not  brought  it  up.  It's  a  position  that  the 
American  people  are  interested  in,  and  his  views  and  mine  ought  to  be  set  forth 
on  the  record.  I  have  done  it,  and  I  trust  he  will. 

Thank  you  all  very  much.  Have  a  good  day. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:15  a.m.  on  the  farewell  to  the  Secretary  o£  State,  who  departed  for 
South   Lawn  at  the  White  House   where  he   bid       Africa  on  September  13. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Bill  To  Protect  the  New  River 
of  North  Carolina.     September  11,  1976 

Senator  Helms,  Governor  Holshouser,  Members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: 

Fm  delighted  to  welcome  all  of  you  here  today  for  a  bill  signing  ceremony  in 
the  Rose  Garden  of  the  White  House. 

In  just  a  minute,  I  will  sign  into  law  a  bill  to  protect  the  New  River  in  North 
CaroUna  from  destruction  by  including  it  in  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  River 
System. 

This  new  law,  as  many  of  you  know  here,  is  the  culmination  of  years  of  eflFort 
by  a  great  many  people.  And  I  congratulate  all  of  you  here  and  your  many 
friends  for  your  persistence,  your  courage,  and  your  ultimate  success. 

Some  very  serious  obstacles  had  to  be  overcome  for  this  legislation  to  be 
enacted.  In  a  way,  I  think  that's  the  way  it  should  be.  When  a  decision  has  to 
be  made  between  energy  production  and  environmental  protection,  both  sides 
have  legitimate  and  very  worthy  points  to  be  made,  and  such  decisions  should 
never  be  made  in  haste. 

But  the  most  important  consideration  on  this  issue  or  any  other  issue  in  a 
government  like  ours  is,  what  is  the  will  of  the  people  involved }  It  should  not 
matter  whether  the  people  involved  are  rich  or  poor,  famous  or  anonymous, 
powerful  or  not.  And  it  is  clear  that  in  this  key  case,  the  people  wanted  the  New 
River  like  it  is. 

Through  the  tireless  efforts  of  the  North  Carolina  delegation,  past  as  well  as 
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present,  through  the  combined  efforts  of  Governor  Holshouser  and  the  many, 
many  people  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  the  people's  will  has  now  been  done. 
An  ancient  and  majestic  river,  and  the  beautiful  land  that  surrounds  it,  has  been 
saved  for  future  generations  to  enjoy  just  as  we  have. 

With  special  pride  and  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  I  now  sign  this  act  into  law, 
and  I  join  you  in  the  hope  that  the  New  River  will  flow  free  and  clear  for  another 
100  million  years. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at    12:10   p.m.    at   a  North  Carolina. 

ceremony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  13372)  is- Public  Law 

In   his   opening   remarks,   he   referred    to   Senator  94-407  (90  Stat.  1238). 

Jesse   Helms   and   Gov.   James    E.    Holshouser   of 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Government  in  the  Sunshine  Act. 
September  13,  1976 

Distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate,  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  guests: 

It  is  my  great  privilege  and  honor  this  morning  to  sign  into  law  S.  5,  the 
Government  in  [the]  Sunshine  Act. 

I  strongly  endorse  the  concept  which  underlies  this  legislation,  that  the 
decisionmaking  process  and  the  decisionmaking  business  of  regulatory  agencies 
must  be  open  to  the  public. 

And  I  congratulate  the  Members  of  the  Congress  in  making  certain  that  this 
legislation  comes  to  the  White  House  and  is  available  for  my  signature  on  this 
occasion. 

In  a  democracy  the  public  has  a  right  to  know  not  only  what  the  government 
decides  but  why  and  by  what  process.  Today  many  citizens  feel  that  their  gov- 
ernment is  too  remote,  that  it  is  not  responsive  to  their  needs.  This  legislation 
should  go  a  long  way  in  reaffirming  that  government  exists  for  the  people,  not 
apart  from  the  people. 

Under  this  law  some  50  regulatory  agencies,  including  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  the  National  Science 
Board,  are  required  to  give  advance  notice  of  their  meetings  and  then  hold 
these  meetings  in  public.  If  an  agency  votes  to  close  a  session  for  one  of  the 
specific  reasons  set  forth  in  the  law,  verbatim  transcripts  of  most  such  meetings 
would  be  available  to  the  public. 

The  law  also  prohibits  any  communication  between  agency  officials  and  out- 
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side  persons  having  an  interest  in  matters  being  considered  before  a  regulatory 
body.  Furthermore,  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  has  been  amended  by 
narrowing  the  authority  of  agencies  to  withhold  information  from  the  public. 
The  Government  in  [the]  Sunshine  Act  is  in  keeping  with  America's  proud 
heritage  that  the  government  serves  and  the  people  rule.  This  afternoon,  I  am 
delighted  to  sign  this  legislation  and  to  reaffirm  that  heritage  and  let  the  sun- 
shine in. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:07  p.m.  at  a  cere-  As  enacted,  S.  5  is  Public  Law  94-409  (90  Stat, 

mony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  1241). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Government  in  the  Sunshine  Act. 
September  13  ^  1976 

I  HAVE  today  signed  into  law  S.  5,  known  as  the  Government  in  the  Sunshine 
Act.  I  strongly  endorse  the  concept  which  underlies  this  legislation — that  most 
of  the  decisionmaking  business  of  regulatory  agencies  can  and  should  be  open 
to  the  public. 

Under  this  new  law,  certain  agencies,  such  as  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission,  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  the  National  Science  Board — 
approximately  50  in  all — are  required  to  give  notice  in  advance  and  hold  their 
business  meetings  open  to  public  observation,  unless  the  agency  votes  to  close  a 
session  for  a  specific  reason  permitted  by  the  act.  Verbatim  transcripts  would 
be  required  to  be  maintained  and  made  available  to  the  public  for  many  of  the 
closed  meetings. 

Communications  between  agency  officials  and  outside  persons  having  an 
interest  in  a  statutorily  required  hearing  or  an  adjudication  are  prohibited. 
Furthermore,  the  provision  of  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  which  permits 
an  agency  to  withhold  certain  information  when  authorized  to  do  so  by  statute 
has  been  narrowed  to  authorize  such  withholding  only  if  the  statute  specifically 
prohibits  disclosure,  or  establishes  particular  criteria  for  the  withholding,  or 
refers  to  particular  types  of  matters  to  be  withheld.  The  new  act  also  amends 
the  Federal  Advisory  Committee  Act  to  permit  the  closing  of  such  committee 
meetings  for  the  same  reasons  meetings  may  be  closed  under  this  act. 

I  wholeheartedly  support  the  objective  of  government  in  the  sunshine.  I  am 
concerned,  however,  that  in  a  few  instances  unnecessarily  ambiguous  and  per- 
haps harmful  provisions  were  included  in  S.  5. 
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The  most  serious  problem  concerns  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  exemp- 
tion for  withholding  information  specifically  exempted  from  disclosure  by 
another  statute.  While  that  exemption  may  well  be  more  inclusive  than  neces- 
sary, the  amendment  in  this  act  was  the  subject  of  many  changes  and  was 
adopted  without  a  clear  or  adequate  record  of  what  statutes  would  be  affected 
and  what  changes  are  intended.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  can  be  anticipated 
that  many  unintended  results  will  occur  including  adverse  effects  on  current 
protections  of  personal  privacy,  and  further  corrective  legislation  will  likely 
be  required. 

Moreover,  the  ambiguous  definition  of  the  meetings  covered  by  this  act,  the 
unnecessary  rigidity  of  certain  of  the  act's  procedures,  and  the  potentially 
burdensome  requirement  for  the  maintenance  of  transcripts  are  provisions 
which  may  require  modification.  Implementation  of  the  act  should  be  carefully 
monitored  by  the  executive  branch  and  the  Congress  with  this  in  mind. 

Despite  these  concerns,  I  commend  the  Congress  both  for  its  initiative  and 
the  general  responsiveness  of  this  legislation  to  the  recommendations  of  my 
administration  that  the  Government  in  the  Sunshine  Act  genuinely  benefit  the 
American  people  and  their  government. 

774 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  Amendments  to  the  Packers  and 
Stockyards  Act  of  1921.     September  13 ,  1976 

Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate,  members  of  the  livestock^  industry,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

American  agriculture,  as  we  all  know,  built  on  the  free  enterprise  and  open 
market  system,  has  long  been  the  envy  of  people  all  over  the  world.  No  other 
nation  has  an  agricultural  industry  to  match  American  farmers  and  ranchers 
when  it  comes  to  providing  food  at  reasonable  cost. 

In  recent  years,  however,  we  have  seen  the  need  for  greater  protection  of 
livestock  producers.  The  legislation  I  am  about  to  sign  assures  that  our  livestock 
producers  will  receive  payments  for  the  livestock  they  sell  to  meatpackers,  even 
if  a  packer  should  suddenly  go  out  of  business. 

Last  year,  catde  producers  unfortunately  lost  millions  of  dollars  when  one 
major  meatpacker  went  bankrupt.  This  legislation  will  prevent  such  losses  in 
the  future.  These  constructive  amendments  to  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act 
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will  reassure  producers,  provide  stability  in  the  marketplace,  and  help  to  ensure 
an  adequate  supply  of  meat  for  American  consumers. 

I  am  happy  to  see  so  many  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate  who  were 
very  instrumental  in  the  passage  of  this  legislation.  Their  bipartisan  efforts 
gave  Americans  a  sensible  and  a  rapid  response  to  a  clearly  demonstrated  need. 

Without  creating  excessive  restrictions  on  any  segment  of  the  industry,  with- 
out creating  a  superfluous,  new  government  agency,  and  without  significantly 
modifying  our  Federal  bankruptcy  laws,  this  legislation  provides  reasonable 
protection  in  the  best  interests  of  the  producers,  packers,  and  consumers.  Signing 
this  bill  will  help  to  ensure  that  America's  hard-working  producers  and  packers 
who  handle  their  livestock  will  continue  to  provide  Americans  with  a  depend- 
able supply  of  meats  unequaled  anywhere  on  this  globe. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:05  p.m.  at  a  cere-  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  8410)  is  Public  Law 

mony  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House.  94-410  (90  Stat.  1249). 
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Statement  on  Signing  Amendments  to  the  Packers  and 
Stockyards  Act  of  1921.     September  13,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  today  to  sign  into  law  H.R.  8410,  which  assures  that  our  livestock 
producers  will  receive  payment  due  for  livestock  sold  to  meatpackers.  This 
legislation  arose  out  of  a  demonstrated  need  for  greater  protection  of  livestock 
producers.  I  commend  the  Congress  for  developing  H.R.  8410  to  provide  this 
protection  which  is  in  the  best  interest  of  producers,  packers,  and  consumers. 

This  bill  makes  constructive  amendments  to  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act 
which  will  both  reassure  livestock  producers  and  help  provide  stability  in  the 
marketplace.  Producers  will  be  reimbursed  for  livestock  sold  to  meatpackers 
covered  by  the  Act  which  go  out  of  business  unexpectedly.  Consumers  will  be 
able  to  count  on  more  stable  meat  supplies  at  retail  stores. 

Without  this  legislation,  sales  of  livestock  to  meatpacking  firms  would  have 
continued  without  adequate  assurances  of  payment — as  was  the  case  last  year 
when  a  major  Midwestern  meatpacker  went  bankrupt  while  many  of  our 
cattle  producers  were  left  holding  over  $20  million  of  worthless  checks.  Produc- 
ers will  be  protected  against  this  kind  of  catastrophe  in  the  future. 

Although  I  am  opposed  to  unnecessary  interference  by  government  in  private 
business  enterprise,  Federal  action  in  this  instance  was  necessary  and  appro- 
priate. The  legislation  I  am  signing  today  accomplishes  its  legitimate  objectives 
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without  excessive  restrictions  on  industry  and  without  the  creation  of  super- 
fluous new  government  agencies. 

I  would  like  to  commend  the  bipartisan  efforts  of  the  Congress  in  rapidly 
responding  to  the  clear  need  for  the  legislation  now  before  me,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  see  the  turnout  of  Members  of  Congress,  here  today,  who  were  instrumental 
in  the  passage  of  this  legislation.  Your  constructive  efforts  have  earned  the 
strong  support  of  all  the  major  farm  organizations  and  livestock  producer 
groups. 

The  competitive,  free  enterprise  nature  of  the  livestock  industry  in  particular 
and  American  agriculture  in  general  has  long  been  the  envy  of  the  world.  No 
other  nation  can  match  the  ability  of  American  farmers  and  ranchers  to  provide 
food  for  the  consumer  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

H.R.  8410  will  help  make  a  good  system  even  better.  I  take  pleasure  in  signing 
this  bill  today. 

776 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Fire  Prevention  Appropriations  Bill. 
September  13,  1976 

I  HAVE  today  signed  into  law  S.  2862,  a  bill  which  authorizes  appropriations 
for  the  National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administration  and  the  Fire 
Research  Center. 

While  I  have  consistently  supported  the  important  work  of  the  National  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Administration,  I  vetoed  a  similar  bill,  H.R.  12567,  2 
months  ago,  because  it  provided  for  an  unacceptable  legislative  encroachment 
on  the  President's  constitutional  responsibilities  over  executive  branch  operations. 

Upon  returning  the  earlier  bill  for  congressional  reconsideration,  I  noted  it 
provided  that: 

"Congress  may,  by  concurrent  resolution.  Veto'  a  plan  to  commit  funds  for 
construction  of  the  National  Academy  for  Fire  Prevention  and  Control.  This 
provision  extends  to  the  Congress  the  power  to  prohibit  specific  transactions 
authorized  by  law,  without  changing  the  law  and  without  following  the  con- 
stitutional process  such  a  change  would  require.  Moreover,  it  involves  the 
Congress  directly  in  the  performance  of  Executive  functions  in  disregard  of  the 
fundamental  principle  of  separation  of  powers. 

"Provisions  of  this  type  have  been  appearing  in  an  increasing  number  of  bills 
which  this  Congress  has  passed  or  is  considering.  Most  are  intended  to  enhance 
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\ht  power  of  the  Congress  over  the  detailed  execution  of  the  laws  at  the  expense 
of  the  President's  authority." 

At  my  urging,  the  Congress  has  reconsidered  and  excluded  this  type  of  pro- 
vision from  the  present  bill.  I  commend  the  Congress  for  its  more  responsible 
action  in  deleting  the  objectionable  provision. 

Due  to  the  great  national  loss  caused  by  fireS;,  both  in  terms  of  human  lives 
and  property,  and  because  of  the  challenge  of  improving  fire  prevention  and 
control,  I  am  happy  to  sign  this  bill  which  permits  the  important  government 
fire  prevention  and  control  effort  to  continue.  With  passage  of  this  bill,  the  Na- 
tional Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administration  will  now  have  authority 
through  fiscal  year  1978  to  carry  out  its  important  work  of  coordinating  pro- 
grams of  fire  prevention  and  control.  The  Fire  Research  Center  can  now  con- 
tinue to  conduct  the  needed  basic  and  applied  research  into  the  fundamental 
problems  of  fire  prevention  and  control. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  2862,  approved  September  13,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-411   (90  Stat.  1254). 
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Veto  of  the  Electric  and  Hybrid  Vehicle  Research, 
Development  and  Demonstration  Bill.     September  13,  1976 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning,  v^ithout  my  approval,  H.R.  8800,  the  "Electric  and  Hybrid 
Vehicle  Research,  Development  and  Demonstration  Act  of  1976." 

This  bill  would  establish  a  five-year,  $160  miUion  research,  development  and 
demonstration  project  within  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Adminis- 
tration (ERDA)  to  promote  the  development  of  an  electric  vehicle  that  could 
functipn  as  a  practical  alternative  to  the  gasoline-powered  automobile.  One  of 
the  major  objectives  of  the  project  would  be  the  development  and  purchase  by 
the  Federal  government  of  some  7,500  demonstration  electric  vehicles.  Such  de- 
velopm.ent  would  cover  some  of  the  areas  private  industry  stands  ready  to  pursue. 

It  is  well  documented  that  technological  breakthroughs  in  battery  research 
are  necessary  before  the  electric  vehicle  can  become  a  viable  option.  It  is  simply 
premature  and  wasteful  for  the  Federal  government  to  engage  in  a  massive 
demonstration  program — such  as  that  intended  by  the  bill — before  the  required 
improvements  in  batteries  for  such  vehicles  are  developed. 

ERDA  already  has  adequate  authority  under  the  Energy  Reorganization  Act 
of  1974  and  the  Federal  Non-nuclear  Energy  Research  and  Development  Act  of 
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1974  to  conduct  an  appropriate  electric  vehicle  development  program.  Under  my 
fiscal  year  1977  budget,  ERDA  w^ill  focus  on  the  research  areas  that  inhibit  the 
development  of  practical  electric  vehicles,  for  v^ide-spread  use  by  the  motoring 
public.  Included  is  an  emphasis  on  advanced  battery  technology. 

Even  assuming  proper  technological  advances,  the  development  of  a  com- 
pletely new  automobile  for  large-scale  production  is  a  monumental  task  requir- 
ing extensive  investment  of  money  and  years  of  development.  While  the  Govern- 
ment can  play  an  important  role  in  exploring  particular  phases  of  electric  vehicle 
feasibility — especially  in  the  critical  area  of  battery  research — it  must  be  recog- 
nized that  private  industry  already  has  substantial  experience  and  interest  in  the 
development  of  practical  electric  vehicle  transportation.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
commit  the  Federal  government  to  this  type  of  a  massive  spending  program 
which  I  believe  private  industry  is  best  able  to  undertake. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  13,  1976. 

note:  On  September  16,  1976,  the  House  of  Rep-       September   17,  H.R.   8800   was   enacted   as  Public 
resentatives  voted  to  override  the  President's  veto.       Law   94-413    (90   Stat.    1260). 
With  the  vote  in  the  Senate  to  override  the  veto  on 
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Interview  on  the  NBC  News'  Program  ''Today." 
September  14,  1976 

SPEECH  AT  UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 

Tom  Brokaw.  [L]  Two  weeks  ago,  here  on  the  "Today"  program,  we  had 
Jimmy  Carter,  the  Democratic  Presidential  candidate,  in  a  Hve  interview  from 
his  hometown  of  Plains,  Georgia.  This  morning  we  will  have  President  Ford 
live  from  the  White  House. 

Mr.  Ford,  good  morning,  first  of  all,  and  thank  you  for  joining  us.  Also, 
tomorrow  night  I  know  that  you  begin  your  campaign  by  taking  it  on  the  road 
for  the  first  time  since  Labor  Day  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  which  is  your 
alma  mater. 

Briefly,  can  you  describe  for  us  what  will  be  the  main  theme  of  your  speech 
tomorrow  night? 

The  President.  Good  morning,  Tom.  I'm  looking  forward  to  going  to  Ann 
Arbor  tomorrow.  I  haven't  been  back  there  a  lot,  but  I  have  some  great  memories 
of  that  fine  campus. 
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The  thrust  of  the  speech  in  Ann  Arbor  will  be,  first,  to  point  out  that  in  the 
last  2  years  we  faced  some  tough  problems.  We  have  restored  trust  in  the  White 
House;  we  have  turned  the  economy  around,  we  are  going  in  the  right  direc- 
tion; and,  finally,  we  have  achieved  peace,  and  we  have  the  capability  and  the 
will  to  maintain  it.  But  now  that  we  have  consolidated  the  situation  here  at 
home  and  abroad,  it's  my  intention  to  point  out  the  vision  and  the  road  that 
we  will  take  in  the  next  4  years  under  a  Ford  administration. 

We  will  talk  about  the  domestic  problems — jobs,  homeownership,  better 
health,  better  crime  control,  more  recreation,  better  education — and  then  we  will 
point  out  some  of  the  things  that  we  are  doing  and  must  do  in  the  area  of  foreign 
policy. 

Mr.  Brokaw.  That's  a  pretty  full  menu,  Mr.  President.  Will  there  be  new, 
specific  proposals  from  the  Ford  administration  unveiled  tomorrow  night  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  will  be  some  surprises,  but  I  hesitate  to  pre- 
empt it,  Tom,  this  morning.  We  want  a  little  interest  coming  tomorrow  in  Ann 
Arbor. 

Mr.  Brokaw.  You  don't  want  to  hesitate  too  much.  We  would  be  glad  to  have 
you  share  it  here  on  the  "Today"  show. 

The  President.  We  will  try.  You  better  make  sure  that  you  have  your  people 
out  there. 

[2.]  Mr.  Brokaw.  I  think  there  is  a  fair  chance  we  will  have  you  covered 
there,  probably. 

PRESIDENTIAL  RESPONSIBILITIES   AND   CAMPAIGN   SCHEDULE 

Mr.  President,  there  has  been,  as  you  know,  some  criticism  of  your  campaign 
schedule  so  far.  What  happens  after  Ann  Arbor?  Do  you  come  back  to  the 
White  House  and  be  very  Presidential  again,  appearing  in  the  Rose  Garden 
signing  bills  and  appearing  in  the  various  forms  that  remind  everyone  that  you 
are  the  Chief  Executive  ? 

The  President.  Tom,  I  feel  that  I  have  a  very  important  obligation  to  stay 
in  Washington  primarily  as  long  as  Congress  is  in  session.  We  have  to  balance 
the  activity,  or  lack  of  activity,  in  the  Congress  with  the  responsibility  of  being 
President. 

Somebody  has  to  be  in  the  Nation's  Capital  to  make  sure  that  the  Congress 
doesn't  go  off  on  the  deep  end.  And  of  course,  the  American  people  expect  their 
President,  while  he  is  in  office,  to  primarily  carry  out  Presidential  responsibilities. 
When  we  do  have  an  opportunity,  following  the  time  when  Congress  adjourns, 
we  certainly  will  be  campaigning.  But  right  now,  with  Congress  in  session,  it 
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is  vitally  important  that  somebody  be  here  to  have  a  check  on  their  activities. 

Mr.  Brokaw.  But  Mr.  President,  I  daresay  that  I  recall  any  number  of  times 
when  I  was  a  White  House  correspondent  covering  you — and  you  were  travel- 
ing around  the  country  a  good  bit  in  1974  and  again  last  year — you  were  telling 
us  that  you  didn't  want  to  be  a  hostage  to  the  White  House,  even  when  people 
were  taking  shots  at  you  in  San  Francisco,  that  you  felt  it  was  very  important 
that  the  President  get  out  and  meet  with  the  people,  go  to  the  local  areas  and 
discuss  the  local  problems. 

So,  isn't  this  a  shift  in  your  attitude  ?  Doesn't  it  represent,  really,  a  campaign 
strategy  ? 

The  President.  Not  necessarily,  Tom.  The  trips  that  I  made  in  1975  were 
primarily  on  weekends,  and,  secondly,  they  were  nonpolitical  events  when  they 
were  held  during  the  week.  You  are  correct  that  I  went  to  11  White  House 
conferences  around  the  country  where  we  took  questions  from  the  audience, 
where  we  answered  questions  that  were  asked  from  all  segments  of  our  society. 
But  the  primary  responsibility  then  was  to  do  it  in  a  nonpolitical  way  and  to 
carry  out  those  responsibilities  in  an  information-gathering  process  rather  than 
a  campaigning  technique. 

But  once  the  Congress  leaves  town,  I  think  you  will  see  an  increased  activity 
by  me  because  I  will  have  more  time  to  do  so,  and  the  Presidential  responsibilities 
in  this  office  will  be  less  than  they  are  at  the  present  time. 

FORD  MOTOR  COMPANY 

[3.]  Mr.  Brokaw.  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  ask  you  about  some  issues  that 
are  in  the  news  this  morning. 

There  is  a  good  chance,  it  now  appears,  that  there  will  be  a  strike  at  the  Ford 
Motor  Company.  Do  you  anticipate  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  get  involved  in  a  mediation  effort  because,  after  all,  as  you  well  know,  this 
could  be  critical  to  economic  recovery  in  this  country  ? 

The  President.  Until  midnight  tonight,  Tom,  the  labor-management  repre- 
sentatives will  be  still  negotiating  on  the  Ford-UAW  [United  Auto  Workers] 
differences.  I  think  it  would  therefore  be  premature  for  me — until  at  least  the 
end  of  the  strike  deadline — for  me  to  make  any  comment  one  way  or  another. 

I  do  hope  through  the  normal  processes  of  labor-management  negotiations 
that  labor  on  the  one  hand  and  management  on  the  other  will  settle  them,  be- 
cause a  strike  at  the  Ford  Motor  Company  could  have  and  would  have  some 
unfavorable  aspects  as  far  as  our  economy  is  concerned. 
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Mr.  Brokaw.  Mr.  President,  Cassie  Mackin  has  a  question. 
The  President.  Good  morning,  Cassie. 

SOUTHERN    AFRICA 

[4.]  Catherine  Mackin.  Good  morning,  Mr.  President.  I  was  wondering 
about  whether  you  plan  any  foreign  travel  at  all  before  the  election? 

The  President.  We  don't  foresee  any  at  the  present  time,  Cassie,  no. 

Mr.  Brokaw.  I  wonder  if  it  will  be  necessary — Secretary  Kissinger  is  now 
en  route,  of  course,  to  a  sensitive  mission  in  Africa,  trying  to  arrange  negotia- 
tions in  South  Africa,  specifically.  What  do  you  see  as  the  next  step  for  the 
United  States  there  ?  Will  we  have  to  support  clandestine  activity  if  Rhodesia 
continues  to  resist  black  nationalist  activity  and  the  rise  of  black  nationalism 
in  Rhodesia  ? 

The  President.  Tom,  there  are  two  problems  that  we  are  trying  to  work  on 
in  cooperation  with  the  several  parties  that  are  involved:  one,  Namibia  and,  two, 
Rhodesia.  We  are  more  optimistic  that  we  can  work  with  the  others  in  getting 
some  progress  in  the  case  of  Namibia.  It  is  a  tough  problem,  but  the  prospects 
for  success  in  that  area  are  better  than  in  the  case  of  Rhodesia. 

Now,  in  either  case,  the  odds  are  really  against  us.  But  we  feel  that  it's  of  maxi- 
mum importance,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  ourselves  but  certainly 
from  the  point  of  view  of  southern  Africa  and  certainly  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  world  as  a  whole,  that  somebody  take  the  lead.  And  the  United  States 
is  doing  so  with  Secretary  Kissinger's  trip  there. 

It's  so  tenuous  at  the  present  time  and  the  difficulties  are  so  great,  that  it  would 
be  unwise  for  me  to  be  specific  in  just  what  the  outcome  might  be.  But  despite 
these  odds,  I  decided  that  it  was  in  the  best  interest  of  all  concerned  that  Secretary 
Kissinger  go  on  this  trip,  and  I  inwardly  feel  that  because  we  have  done  the 
right  thing,  it  will  turn  out  okay. 

RONALD   REAGAN 

[5.]  Miss  Mackin.  Mr.  President,  have  there  been  any  more  conversations 
with  Ronald  Reagan  ?  Do  you  expect  him  to  be  out  campaigning  for  you  ? 

The  President.  I  have  talked  to  Governor  Reagan,  as  I  recall,  three  times. 
I  have  people  on  my  staff  that  are  talking  to  comparable  people  on  his  staff.  We 
are  well  along  and  in  total  accord  on  what  he  will  be  doing  not  only  for  my  can- 
didacy but  for  the  Republican  Party.  He  was  down  in  Mexico  for  several  days' 
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vacation  over  the  past  w^eekend,  but  now^  that  he  is  back,  it's  my  impression,  my 
behef,  that  he  v^ill  be  campaigning  hard  for  the  ticket  as  well  as  for  the  party. 

CONGRESSIONAL    ADJOURNMENT   AND    CAMPAIGN   SCHEDULE 

[6.]  Miss  Mackin.  On  the  subject  of  Congress  and  your  staying  in  the  White 
House,  can  one  conclude  from  w^hat  you  said  that  if  Congress  vi^ould  w^rap  up  its 
business  this  vt^eek,  then  you  w^ould  get  out  on  the  campaign  trail  immediately  ? 

The  President.  The  odds  v^ould  be  far  greater,  but  as  you  know,  Cassie,  the 
Congress  has  said  it's  not  going  to  adjourn  at  least  until  October  2.  And  from  my 
25'plus  years  in  the  Congress,  when  they  set  a  tentative  deadline,  they  usually  go 
beyond  that.  So  it  would  be  my  expectation  that  Congress  will  adjourn  some 
time  in  the  week  following  October  2,  and,  certainly,  by  that  time  I  feel  that  it 
will  be  possible  for  me  to  take  broader  opportunities  around  the  country.  But 
until  Congress  adjourns,  I  think  the  President  has  a  pretty  important  responsi- 
bility to  stay  here  and  keep  his  eye  on  them. 

EXPECTED  VOTER  TURNOUT 

[7.]  Mr.  Brokaw.  Mr.  President,  I  know  that  you  have  often  said  that  the 
only  poll  that  counts  is  the  one  on  election  day,  but  at  the  same  time,  I  know  you 
also  read  the  polls.  And  you  no  doubt  saw  the  recent  survey  that  indicated  that 
fully  half,  perhaps  a  majority,  of  the  voting-age  people  in  this  country  may  not 
go  to  the  voting  booths  at  all  in  November.  Isn't  that  a  commentary  of  sorts  on 
your  leadership  ?  After  all,  you  have  been  in  office  now  for  2  years,  and  wouldn't 
one  expect  you  would  be  able  to  arouse  the  voting  public  more  than  that? 

The  President.  Tom,  I  am  disappointed  that  the  polls  do  indicate  that  some- 
where between  65  and  70  percent  (million)  of  the  people  who  are  eligible  to  vote 
won't  participate.  It's  hard  to  understand,  because  there  is  a  political  difference 
between  Governor  Carter  on  the  one  hand  and  myself  on  the  other.  I  beheve, 
in  certain  things,  he  has  committed  himself  to  a  different  philosophy.  This  ought 
to  be  a  very  important  election.  It  is,  I  hope  that  between  now  and  November  2, 
in  the  next  50-some  days,  we  will  be  able  through  the  debates,  through  the  dif- 
ferences that  will  be  developed,  that  we  will  generate  an  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  American  people  in  this  critical  election,  which  means  whether  Mr.  Carter 
on  the  one  hand  or  myself  on  the  other  will  be  leading  this  country  in  the  first 
4  years  of  our  third  century. 

I  am  going  to  delineate  the  difference  between  Mr.  Carter  and  myself— they 
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are  substantial,  both  at  home  and  abroad — and  thereby  increase  the  political  ac- 
tivity on  behalf  of  all  Americans. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

[8.]  Miss  Mackin.  Mr.  President,  unemployment  continues  to  be  disturb- 
ingly high,  and  I  would  think  higher  than  you  had  hoped  it  would  be  as  you  go 
into  this  election.  Isn't  this  something  of  an  embarrassment  to  you  ? 

The  President.  Cassie,  I  think  you  have  to  put  that  in  proper  perspective. 
Yes,  the  unemployment  statistic  is  too  high,  but  bear  in  mind  that  we  have  88 
million  people  working  today,  which  is  an  alltime  high  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  We  have  added  4  million  people  to  the  payrolls  in  this  country  in 
the  last  15  months,  and  we  have  added  a  half  a  miUion  more  people  gainfully 
employed  in  the  last  2  months.  So  although  the  unemployment  statistic  is  too 
high — and  we  are  going  to  get  it  down — I  take  some  pride  in  the  fact  that  we 
have  added  this  many  new  jobs  in  the  last  year  or  so. 

Mr.  Brokaw.  Mr.  President,  we  always  measure  the  rate  of  unemployment 
by  the  percentage  of  those  out  of  work,  not  by  the  number  of  those  working,  so 
it  remains  at  nearly  8  percent.  Do  you  foresee  any  Government  action  that  you 
will  have  to  take  between  now  and  the  end  of  the  year  to  get  it  down  below 
7  percent? 

The  President.  I  don't  foresee  any  dramatic  action.  We  have  had  a  sound 
economic  course  which  had  a  very  substantial  impact  on  the  rate  of  inflation, 
and  by  keeping  the  rate  of  inflation  going  down,  we  have  added  jobs,  added 
people  on  payrolls.  So  if  we  can  keep  the  pressure  on  inflation  and  keep  inflation 
going  down,  I  think  we  will  continue  to  create  the  atmosphere  that  means  em- 
ployment will  be  going  up  and  unemployment  going  down. 

PUBLIC    WORKS    BILL 

[9.]  Mr.  Brokaw.  Very  briefly,  Mr.  President,  would  you  veto  that  $3^2 
billion  public  works  bill  if  it  comes  back  to  your  desk  ? 

The  President.  I  haven't  seen  the  final  figures  on  it,  so  I  think  it's  premature 
to  make  any  comment,  Tom. 

Mr.  Brokaw.  Mr.  President,  thank  you  very  much  for  joining  us  here  on 
"Today"  this  morning.  We  will  look  forward  to  covering  your  campaign  in  the 
coming  weeks. 

The  President.  I  have  enjoyed  it,  Tom.  Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  interview  began  at  8:10  a.m.  and  was       Brokaw  and  Miss  Mackin  conducted  the  interview 
broadcast   live   on   television.   The   President   spoke       from  their  studio  in  New  York, 
from  the  Oval  Office  in  the  White  House,  and  Mr. 
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779 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  a  Budget  Deferral. 

September  14,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974,  I  report  a  net 
increase  of  $11.1  milHon  in  the  amount  previously  deferred  for  the  Social 
Security  Administration's  Limitation  on  construction  account. 

The  details  of  the  revised  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  report. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  14,  1976. 

note:  The  attachment  detailing  the  deferral  is  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  September  20,  1976  (41 
FR  40698). 

780 

Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  United  States  International  Trade 
Commission  on  Withdrawing  the  Eligibility  of  Certain  Products 
for  Duty-Free  Treatment  Under  the  Generalized  System  of 
Preferences.     September  14,  1976 

Dear  Mr,  Chairman: 

In  a  recent  executive  branch  review  of  the  operation  of  the  GeneraUzed  Sys- 
tem of  Preferences  (GSP)  the  Trade  PoHcy  Staff  Committee  (TPSC)  con- 
sidered several  petitions  from  domestic  producers  to  remove  products  from  the 
list  of  articles  eligible  for  duty-free  treatment  under  the  GSP.  It  wdiS  necessary 
to  postpone  a  decision  on  some  of  the  petitions,  hov^ever,  because  of  the  absence 
of  data  on  the  amount  of  imports  and  domestic  production  or  because  of  in- 
adequate information  on  recent  developments  in  the  industry.  To  assist  the 
Administration  in  assembling  the  needed  information,  I  hereby  request  the 
Commission,  pursuant  to  section  332(g)  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1930  to  conduct 
investigations  and  report  the  results,  as  follows: 

1.  With  respect  to  the  petitions  for  the  withdrawal  of  GSP  benefits  for  per- 
manent-magnet direct  current  motors  classifiable  in  item  numbers  682.25  and 
682.30  of  the  Tariff  Schedules  of  the  United  States  (TPSC  GSP  case  No.  76-34), 
an  investigation  and  report  (a)  on  the  economic  effect  which  the  designation  of 


2247 


[780]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  14 

these  motors  as  articles  eligible  for  duty-free  treatment  under  the  GSP  has  had 
on  domestic  producers  of  like  or  directly  competitive  motors;  (b)  the  probable 
economic  effect  which  withdrawal  of  GSP  benefits  would  have  on:  (i)  The 
domestic  producers;  (ii)  the  prospective  estabhshment  of  new  or  additional 
domestic  production;  and  (iii)  domestic  producers  of  products  that  utilize  or 
incorporate  such  motors;  and  (c)  which  countries,  if  any,  would  be  eliminated 
from  GSP  benefits  by  virtue  of  the  "competitive  need"  provisions  of  section  504 
(c)  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974  if  items  682.25  and  682.30  were  each  subdivided 
into  three  new  items,  as  follows:  (i)  AC  motors;  (ii)  DC  motors;  and  (iii)  other 
motors. 

2.  With  respect  to  cast  iron  household  stoves,  cast  iron  parts  of  household 
stoves,  and  cast  iron  fireplace  grates  classifiable  in  item  653.50  of  the  Tariff 
Schedules  of  the  United  States  (TPSC  GSP  case  No.  76-25),  an  investigation 
and  report  on  the  conditions  of  competition  between  imported  and  domestically 
produced  articles,  with  particular  attention  to  the  economic  effect  which  the 
designation  of  these  articles  as  eligible  for  duty-free  treatment  under  the  GSP 
has  had,  or  is  likely  to  have,  on  domestic  producers.  The  report  should  include 
information  on  the  volume  and  trend  of  U.S.  imports  and  domestic  production 
in  recent  years,  as  well  as  the  factors  of  competition  affecting  these  articles. 

3.  With  respect  to  leather  wearing  apparel  classifiable  in  item  791.75  of  the 
Tariff  Schedules  of  the  United  States  (TPSC  GSP  case  No.  76-2),  an  investiga- 
tion and  report  on  the  current  employment  and  production  conditions  in  the 
domestic  industry. 

I  further  request  that  the  Commission  make  every  effort  to  provide  the  re- 
ports as  soon  as  possible  but  not  later  than  120  days  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter 
with  respect  to  reports  1  and  2  and  not  later  than  November  10,  1976  with 
respect  to  report  3. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Will  E.  Leonard,  Jr.,  Chairman,  United  States  International  Trade  Commission,  Washington, 
D.C.  20436] 
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781 

Statement   on   Signing   the    National    Emergencies    Act. 
September  J4,  1976 

I  AM  tcwiay  signing  H.R.  3884,  the  National  Emergencies  Act. 

The  broad  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  reform  the  existing  maze  of  statutes  which 
has  resulted  from  the  states  of  emergency  under  which  the  country  has  been 
operating  for  over  40  years,  and  to  provide  appropriate  procedures  related  to 
future  declarations  of  national  emergencies. 

Accordingly,  H.R.  3884  would  generally  terminate,  2  years  after  its  enact- 
ment, all  powers  and  authorities  conferred  on  the  President,  any  other  govern- 
ment officer  or  employee,  or  any  executive  agency,  which  result  because  of  the 
existence  of  any  declaration  of  national  emergency  now  in  force.  The  2-year 
delay  would  provide  time  to  enact  permanent  law,  where  needed,  to  replace 
the  authorities  that  are  to  terminate.  The  bill  would  also  authorize  the  President 
to  proclaim  the  existence  of  future  national  emergencies,  with  provision  for  con- 
gressional review. 

I  support  the  purposes  of  the  enrolled  bill.  One  of  its  provisions,  however, 
would  purport  to  permit  the  Congress  to  terminate  a  national  emergency  by  a 
concurrent  resolution.  This  feature  of  the  bill  is  unconstitutional. 

As  recently  as  August  13,  1976,  in  vetoing  H.R.  12944,  a  bill  "To  extend  the 
Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide  Act,"  I  reiterated  my  position 
that  provisions  for  disapproval  of  regulations  and  other  action  by  concurrent 
resolution,  or  by  resolutions  of  one  House,  are  clearly  unconstitutional.  Such 
provisions  are  contrary  to  the  general  constitutional  principle  of  separation  of 
powers  whereby  Congress  enacts  laws  but  the  President  and  the  agencies  of 
government  execute  them.  In  addition,  they  violate  Article  I,  section  7  of  the 
United  States  Constitution  which  requires  that  resolutions  having  the  force  of 
law  be  sent  to  the  President  for  his  signature  or  veto. 

In  recent  years,  the  Congress  has  increasingly  given  consideration  to  these 
kinds  of  legislative  encroachment  measures.  Accordingly,  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, at  my  direction,  has  become  a  party  plaintiff  in  a  lawsuit  challenging  the 
constitutionality  of  a  comparable  provision  in  the  Federal  Election  Campaign 
Act.  In  the  event  that  the  court  strikes  down  all  legislative  encroachment-type 
provisions  now  in  law,  I  consider  section  202(a)(1)  of  H.R.  3884  as  separable 
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from  the  rest  of  the  bill,  and  would  therefore  expect  the  other  provisions  relating 
to  emergency  powers  to  remain  in  force. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  3884,  approved  September  14,  1976,  is  Pubic  Law  94-412  (90  Stat.  1255). 
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Statement  Following  Senate  Action  on  a  Bill  To  Extend 
the  General  Revenue  Sharing  Program.     September  14,  1976 

I  AM  extremely  pleased  that  the  Senate  has  today  overwhelmingly  adopted 
legislation  to  extend  the  General  Revenue  Sharing  program.  The  Senate  bill 
closely  follows  my  legislative  recommendations  for  renewal  of  this  important 
domestic  program. 

Continuation  of  this  program,  which  provides  substantial  assistance  to  State 
and  local  governments,  remains,  however,  one  of  the  major  unfinished  items  of 
business  on  the  congressional  agenda. 

I  urge  the  Democratic  leadership  in  the  House  to  take  responsible  and  re- 
sponsive action  to  convene  an  immediate  conference  on  this  bill.  They  have 
sought  to  portray  themselves  as  friends  of  our  Nation's  cities.  However,  their 
record  on  this  legislation  stands  in  marked  contrast  to  their  rhetoric.  In  delaying 
action  on  this  bill  for  over  I  year,  they  have  jeopardized  the  fiscal  and  eco- 
nomic stability  of  our  cities. 

I  hope  the  Congress  will  demonstrate  its  commitment  by  moving  swiftly 
and  favorably  in  getting  responsible  legislation  to  my  desk  for  signature  before 
they  adjourn.  To  do  less  would  only  serve  to  aggravate  the  fiscal  problems  of 
State  and  local  governments  and  undermine  economic  recovery. 

note:  The  bill  (H.R.  11367)  passed  the  House  on  dent  on  October  13.  As  enacted,  H.R.  11367  is 
September  30,  1976,  and  was  signed  by  the  Presi-       PubUc   Law   94-488    (90   Stat.   2341). 
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Remarks  to  the  University  of  Michigan  Football  Team  in  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan.     September  15,  1976 

FIRST  OF  all,  I  thank  you  very  much  for  permitting  me  to  join  all  of  this 

great  ball  team  for  a  meal  before  I  have  a  little  engagement  dov^n  the  road  here. 

In  those  stories  that  I  v^as  a  great  alltime  center,  I  found  this — the  longer  you 

get  away  from  the  reality,  the  bigger  those  stories  get.  [Laughter]  So,  make  all 
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your  fame  now.  And  I  can  only  say  that  they  get  better,  because  the  longer  you 
are  away  from  school,  the  fewer  there  are  of  people  to  tell  the  truth  about  what 
happened.  [Laughter] 

So,  I  am  just  honored  to  come  back  here.  Coming  to  the  campus  brings  back 
some  great  memories.  I  can  recall  vividly  my  freshman  year.  We  couldn't  play 
on  the  varsity  in  the  freshman  year.  And  I  ate  a  few  meals  here  in  the  Union,  and 
I  really  got  to  love  and  feel  very  strongly  about  this  university.  I  think  it  has 
contributed  very  significantly  to  whatever  success  I've  had. 

The  friends  I  made  and  the  opportunities  educationally  and  the  whole  at- 
mosphere here  was  a  great  factor  in  the  incentive  and  the  drive  to  do  as  well 
as  one  could.  I  know  that  with  the  great  record  that  you  have — and  I  can  say  as 
a  Monday  morning  or  grandstand  quarterback — I  sit  up  there  in  the  stands  and 
watch  on  television — and  I  am  very  proud  of  the  great  record  that  you  have  and 
the  way  you  play  football.  You  play  to  win,  and  that's  the  only  way  I  know  to 
move  ahead,  whether  you  are  on  the  gridiron  or  whether  you  are  in  classrooms 
or  whether  you  are  in  politics  or  anything  else. 

So,  good  luck,  beat  Stanford,  and  you've  got  nine  more  ball  games  before 
you  go  to  the  Rose  Bowl. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:23  p.m.  in  the  Michigan  Union,  where  he  joined  the  members  of  the  football 
team  and  athletic  staff  for  dinner. 
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Remarks  at  the  University  of  Michigan  in  Ann  Arbor. 
September  15,  1976 

President  Flemming,  Senator  Griffin,  Congressman  Esch,  Congressman  Vander 
Jagt,  Michigan  students,  faculty,  and  guests: 

President  Flemming,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  be  on  this 
great  campus.  I  am  proud  of  you  as  the  president  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  I  am  equally  proud  of  the  great  record  of  my  alma  mater. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  Senator  Bob  Griffin,  an  outstanding  United  States 
Senator  who  has  been  my  close  personal  friend  and  loyal  supporter  from  the 
very  beginning  of  my  political  career. 

And  I  am  delighted  to  have  on  the  platform  with  me  your  effective  and  able 
Congressman,  Marv  Esch,  who  will  be  Michigan's  next  United  States  Senator. 

It's  great  to  be  back  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  the  home  of  the  number 
one  Wolverines.  After  what  you  did  to  Wisconsin,  I  will  tell  you  one  thing — 
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I  would  rather  run  against  Jimmy  Carter  than  Harlan  Huckleby  ^  any  day 
of  the  week. 

I  am  reminded  of  another  Michigan  football  game  that  I  attended  in  1948. 
I  had  just  won  my  first  Republican  nomination.  Then,  as  now,  I  faced  a  tough 
challenge.  My  mind  wasn't  on  politics  that  Saturday  afternoon.  It  wasn't  even 
on  football.  I  was  on  my  honeymoon.  Betty  and  I  were  married  the  day  before, 
and  tonight  I  would  like  to  introduce  you  to  my  bride,  Betty  Ford. 

Mrs.  Ford.  Well,  dear,  I  see  we  are  back  here  in  Michigan  again,  but  this 
time  not  on  our  honeymoon. 

The  President.  That  was  some  years  ago,  but  as  has  been  indicated,  Michigan 
and  Ford  have  been  winners  ever  since. 

I  have  come  home  to  Michigan  to  share  with  you  my  views  of  America  in 
1976  and  my  hopes  for  America  in  the  next  4  years,  and  beyond. 

During  the  last  2  years,  in  the  aftermath  of  a  difficult  war  and  a  painful  ordeal 
of  economic  adversity  and  political  crisis,  we  reached  a  critical  turning  point  in 
America's  history. 

Throughout  most  of  your  lives,  America  has  faced  turmoil.  Some  of  our  most 
beloved  leaders  have  been  assassinated.  There  was  a  war  we  could  not  either 
win  or  end.  There  were  destructive  riots  on  our  streets  and  on  our  campuses. 
We  suffered  runaway  inflation  and  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  We  were 
betrayed  by  corruption  at  the  highest  levels  of  our  Government. 

Fortunately,  the  skies  are  far  brighter.  My  administration  has  restored  trust 
in  the  White  House.  My  administration  has  turned  the  economy  around.  We 
are  in  the  midst  of  a  growing  prosperity.  We  have  peace  and  the  capability  and 
will  to  keep  it. 

Through  all  of  this,  we  found  in  ourselves  a  basic  strength  which  has  proven 
mightier  than  our  armaments,  more  precious  than  our  great  store  of  national 
wealth,  and  as  enduring  as  our  Constitution. 

As  I  said  on  taking  the  oath  of  office  as  President  2  years  ago,  "Our  long  na- 
tional nightmare  is  over."  In  the  last  2  years,  the  United  States  of  America  has 
made  an  incredible  comeback,  and  we  are  not  through  yet. 

In  200  years  as  a  free  people,  much  has  changed  in  our  Nation,  but  America's 
basic  goals  remain  the  same: 

— Americans  want  a  job  with  a  good  future. 

— Americans  want  homes  and  decent  neighborhoods  and  schools  where  our 
children  can  get  a  quality  education. 


^  Running  back  for  the  University  of  Michigan  football  team. 
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— Americans  want  physical  security,  safety  against  war  and  crime,  safety 
against  pollution  in  the  water  we  drink  and  in  the  air  we  breathe. 

— ^We  want  medical  and  hospital  care  when  we  are, sick  at  costs  that  will  not 
wipe  out  our  savings. 

— ^We  want  the  time  and  opportunity  to  enlarge  our  experience  through 
recreation  and  travel. 

We  Americans  are  proud  people.  We  cherish  our  inalienable  rights:  the  right 
to  speak  our  minds;  the  right  to  choose  the  men  and  women  who  enact  and 
enforce  our  laws;  the  right  to  stand  equal  before  the  law  regardless  of  sex,  age, 
race,  or  religion;  the  right  of  a  farmer,  businessman  or  worker,  and  consumer 
to  bargain  freely  in  the  economic  marketplace;  the  right  to  worship  as  we  choose. 
It  alt  adds  up  to  the  great  American  dream. 

These  are  the  goals  which  every  politician  and  every  citizen  has  for  America. 
They  are  not  some  mystic  vision  of  the  future.  They  are  the  continuing  agenda 
for  action. 

And,  so,  the  question  in  this  campaign  of  1976  is  not  who  has  the  better  vision 
of  America.  The  question  is :  Who  will  act  to  make  that  vision  a  reality  ? 

The  American  people  are  ready  for  the  truth,  simply  spoken,  about  what  gov- 
ernment can  do  for  them  and  what  it  cannot  and  what  it  should  not  do.  They 
will  demand  performance,  not  promises ;  specifics,  not  smiles. 

There  are  some  in  this  political  year  who  claim  that  more  government,  more 
spending,  more  taxes,  and  more  control  on  our  lives  will  solve  our  problems. 
More  government  is  not  the  solution,  better  government  is.  It  is  time  we  thought 
of  new  ways  to  make  government  a  capable  servant  and  not  a  meddling  master. 

Let's  get  down  to  cases;  Let's  talk  about  jobs. 

Today,  88  million  Americans  are  gainfully  employed — more  than  ever  before 
in  American  history.  But  that  is  not  good  enough.  My  immediate  goal  is  lYi 
million  new  jobs  every  year  with  emphasis  on  youth,  especially  the  minorities. 
And  I  don't  mean  demeaning,  dead  end  jobs  paid  for  out  of  the  Federal  treasury, 
but  permanent  jobs  with  a  future  generated  by  the  demands  of  a  healthy 
economy. 

Can  we  do  it?  We  have  done  it.  We  proved  once  and  for  all  that  you  can  cut 
inflation  in  half  and  add  4  milHon  new  jobs  in  just  17  months.  We  did  it  with 
tax  cuts  that  allowed  Americans  to  spend  more  of  their  own  money.  We  did  it 
with  tax  incentives  that  encouraged  job  production.  We  did  it  by  letting  our 
free  economic  system  do  what  it  does  better  than  any  other  system  in  the  world — 
produce. 

But  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  every  American  who  wants  a  job  can  find  a  job. 
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I  am  particularly  concerned  that  there  are  too  many  young  Americans  who  can- 
not find  a  good  job  or  get  the  training  and  the  experience  they  need  to  find  a  job. 

Americans  have  long  since  recognized  the  importance  of  assuring  that  every 
high  school  graduate  w^ho  is  v^illing,  able,  and  qualified  be  able  to  go  to  college. 
We  have  done  so  through  grants,  loans,  and  scholarships.  I  believe  wt  can  apply 
the  same  principle  to  create  a  program  for  young  people  w^ho  choose  not  to  go 
to  college  but  w^ant  a  job  at  w^hich  they  can  learn  a  trade,  a  craft,  or  practical 
business  skills.  It  can  be  done.  Let's  put  America — all  of  America — to  v^ork. 

Once  a  good  job  is  secured,  it's  an  American  tradition  to  put  some  of  those 
earnings  tow^ard  a  family  home,  but  now^adays — ^v^ith  interest  rates  too  high, 
down  payments  too  high,  and  even  monthly  payments  too  high — home  owner- 
ship is  not  within  the  reach  of  many  Americans,  particularly  young  Americans 
beginning  a  career  or  marriage.  My  goal  is  homeownership  for  every  American 
family  that  wants  to  own  a  home  and  is  willing  to  work  for  and  save  for  it. 

Here  is  how  I  will  meet  that  goal.  First,  I  will  continue  to  pursue  economic 
policies,  including  tight  control  of  unnecessary  Federal  spending  which  will  hold 
inflation  down,  reduce  interest  rates,  cut  your  taxes,  increasing  your  purchasing 
power,  and  making  more  funds  available  for  home  mortgages. 

Second,  it  is  time  we  did  something  more  about  the  down  payment  require- 
ments, which  so  many  people  can't  afford.  I  will  recommend  changes  in  FHA 
loans  to  reduce  down  payments  on  lower-  and  middle-priced  homes  by  up  to  50 
percent. 

Third,  I  will  direct  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  to 
accelerate  implementation  of  a  new  Federal  guarantee  program  to  lower  monthly 
payments  in  the  early  years  of  homeownership  and  gradually  increase  them  as 
the  family  income  goes  up. 

A  good  job,  a  good  home — now  let's  talk  about  the  good  health  we  must  have 
to  appreciate  both. 

My  goal  is  an  America  where  health  care  is  not  only  the  best  in  the  world  but 
is  both  accessible  and  affordable.  But  raising  Federal  taxes  by  $70  billion  a 
year  for  a  Government-dominated  health  insurance  program  is  not  the  way  to 
do  it.  That  path  leads  to  more  bureaucracy,  more  fraud,  more  taxes,  and  second- 
class  medical  care. 

That  is  what  I  am  against.  Here  is  what  I  am  for.  As  our  first  priority,  I  have 
recommended  protection  against  the  costs  of  a  catastrophic  or  prolonged  illness 
for  the  aged  and  the  disabled — ensuring  that  never  again  will  they  have  to  pay 
more  than  $750  a  year  for  medical  care.  People  should  not  have  to  go  broke 
to  get  well. 
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Next,  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  last  spring  a  major  reform  in  Federal  health 
programs.  We  should  combine  16  overlapping  and  confused  Federal  health 
programs,  including  the  scandal-ridden  Medicaid  program,  into  one  $10  billion 
program  that  distributes  the  Federal  funds  more  equitably  among  the  States 
and  ensures  that  those  who  need  these  services  get  first-class  care.  It's  sad  but  true, 
America  is  still  awaiting  action  by  the  Congress  on  this  urgently  needed 
legislation. 

Now,  let's  turn  to  an  area  of  special  concern  to  this  audience — education. 
One  of  the  most  urgent  problems  is  to  create  a  climate  in  every  classroom  where 
teachers  can  teach  and  students  can  learn.  Quality  education  for  every  young 
American  is  my  administration's  goal.  Major  reforms  are  necessary  in  the  re- 
lationship between  the  National,  State,  and  local  units  of  government,  so  that 
teachers  can  spend  their  time  teaching  instead  of  filling  out  Federal  forms. 
Federal  aid  is  necessary,  but  Federal  aggraviation  must  stop. 

Nine  months  ago,  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  that  we  replace  24  paper  shuf- 
fling educational  bureaucracies  with  a  single  Federal  program  which  would 
provide  $3,300  million  in  direct  aid  to  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
throughout  this  country.  The  Congress  has  not  acted. 

Once  again  this  Congress  has  shown  itself  to  be  sitting  dead  in  the  water  and, 
I  might  add,  addicted  to  the  status  quo.  The  American  people  deserve  better 
representation  than  that,  and  they  will  demand  it  on  November  2. 

We  must  ensure  that  low-income  students  have  access  to  higher  education. 
We  must  also  find  ways  through  the  tax  system  to  ease  the  burden  on  families 
who  choose  to  send  their  children  to  nonpublic  schools  and  to  help  families  cope 
with  the  expenses  of  a  college  education.  In  this  administration  the  education 
need  of  America's  middle-income  families  will  neither  be  forgotten  or  forsaken. 
Education  is  the  key  to  a  better  life. 

The  prevention  of  crime  is  essential  to  making  our  lives  secure.  The  Con- 
stitution demands  that  we  ensure  domestic  tranquility,  and  that  is  what  I  called 
for  in  my  crime  message  to  the  Congress  about  a  year  ago.  Most  crimes  are 
committed  by  hardened,  career  criminals  who  know  no  other  life  than  the  life 
of  crime.  The  place  for  those  people  is  not  on  our  streets  but  in  the  jails.  The 
rights  of  the  law-abiding  society,  the  rights  of  the  innocent  victims  of  crime 
must  be  fully  protected. 

And  finally,  we  must  give  Americans  the  chance  to  enjoy  America.  I  have 
outlined  a  $1,500  million  program  to  expand  and  to  improve  our  national  park 
system  over  the  next  10  years.  This  means  more  national  parks,  more  recreation 
areas,  more  wildlife  sanctuaries,  more  urban  parks  and  historic  sites.  Let's 
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make  this  America's  Bicentennial  birthday  gift  to  all  of  our  future  generations. 

Today,  America  enjoys  the  most  precious  gift  of  all.  We  are  at  peace.  No 
Americans  are  in  combat  anywhere  on  the  Earth  and  none  are  being  drafted, 
and  I  will  keep  it  that  way. 

We  will  be  as  strong  as  we  need  to  be  to  keep  the  peace,  to  deter  aggression, 
and  to  protect  our  national  security.  But  if  our  foreign  policy  is  to  have  public 
support,  it  must  represent  the  moral  values  of  the  American  people.  What  is 
more  moral  than  peace  with  freedom  and  security  in  the  United  States  ? 

As  the  leader  of  the  free  world,  America  has  a  special  responsibility  to  explore 
new  paths  to  peace  for  all  mankind.  It  is  a  responsibility  we  have  not  shirked. 
We  have  been  a  force  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East,  not  only  in  promoting  new 
agreements,  but  in  building  a  structure  for  a  more  lasting  peace. 

We  have  worked  for  peace  with  the  Soviet  Union,  not  only  in  resolving  our 
many  conflicts  but  in  building  a  world  where  nuclear  armaments  are  brought 
under  control. 

We  are  working  for  peace  in  Europe  where  the  armies  of  two  major  coalitions 
confront  each  other. 

We  will  continue  to  build  our  relationship  with  the  People's  Republic  of 
China,  which  contributes  importantly  to  peace  and  stability  throughout  the 
world. 

Now,  in  the  face  of  a  new  challenge,  we  are  on  a  mission  for  peace  in  southern 
Africa.  This  is  the  first  administration  in  America's  history  to  develop  a  com- 
prehensive, affirmative  African  policy.  This  policy  has  won  respect  and  trust  on 
that  troubled  continent.  At  my  direction,  Secretary  Kissinger  is  now  engaged  in 
an  intensive  effort  to  help  all  the  parties,  black  and  white,  involved  in  the  mount- 
ing crisis  in  southern  Africa,  to  find  a  peaceful  and  just  solution  to  their  many 
and  complex  diflferences.  The  African  parties  in  the  very  grave  and  complicated 
problems  of  Namibia  and  Rhodesia  have  encouraged  us  to  help  them  in  the 
search  for  peace  and  justice.  We  are  also  backed  in  our  efforts  by  our  European 
allies  with  traditional  bonds  to  the  African  Continent.  In  particular,  we  are 
working  in  close  collaboration  with  the  United  Kingdom  which  has  historical 
and  legal  responsibility  in  Rhodesia. 

Success  will  depend  fundamentally  on  the  cooperation  of  the  parties  directly 
concerned.  We  will  not  and  we  cannot  impose  solutions,  but  will  depend  upon 
the  good  will  and  determined  efforts  of  the  African  parties  themselves  to  achieve 
negotiated  settlements. 

We  seek  no  special  advantage  for  ourselves  in  these  negotiations.  We  share 
with  the  people  of  Africa  these  fundamental  objectives:  a  peaceful  outcome;  a 
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future  of  majority  rule  and  minority  rights;  a  prospect  of  widening  human 
dignity  and  economic  progress;  and  a  unified  and  independent  Africa,  free  from 
outside  intervention  or  threat.  The  tortuous  path  that  leads  to  these  goals  is 
not  an  easy  one.  The  risks  are  great.  But  America's  interests  and  America's 
moral  purpose  summon  our  efforts.  Despite  the  rigors  of  a  great  national  elec- 
tion, I  have  persisted  in  carrying  out  this  new  policy  towards  Africa — not  because 
it  is  expedient — but  because  it  is  right. 

I  pledge  to  you  that  under  my  administration,  American  foreign  policy  will 
serve  the  interests  of  our  country  and  our  people;  it  will  be  true  to  our  great 
heritage  of  the  past,  fulfill  our  purposes  in  the  present,  and  contribute  to  our 
best  vision  of  the  future. 

It's  not  enough  for  anyone  to  say  "trust  me."  Trust  must  be  earned.  Trust  is 
not  having  to  guess  what  a  candidate  means.  Trust  is  leveling  with  the  people 
before  the  election  about  what  you  are  going  to  do  after  the  election.  Trust  is 
not  being  all  things  to  all  people,  but  being  the  same  thing  to  all  people.  Trust 
is  not  cleverly  shading  words  so  that  each  separate  audience  can  hear  what  it 
wants  to  hear,  but  saying  plainly  and  simply  what  you  mean — and  meaning 
what  you  say. 

I  am  proud  of  the  maturity  of  the  American  people  who  demand  more  honesty, 
truthfulness,  and  candor  of  their  elected  representatives.  The  American  people, 
particularly  our  young  people,  cannot  be  expected  to  take  pride — or  even  par- 
ticipate— in  a  system  of  government  that  is  defiled  and  dishonored,  whether  in 
the  White  House  or  in  the  halls  of  the  Congress.  Personal  integrity  is  not  too 
much  to  ask  of  public  servants.  We  should  accept  nothing  less. 

As  we  enter  the  last  7  weeks  of  this  national  election,  a  new  poll  indicates  that 
as  many  as  65  million  Americans  will  not  vote  in  November.  Some  people  have 
said  that  they  are  not  excited  about  any  of  this  year's  candidates.  Let  them  be 
excited  about  America.  Let  them  be  excited  about  their  own  capacity  to  grow 
and  change,  about  our  Nation's  capacity  to  grow  and  change,  and  even  about 
the  evolution,  with  their  help,  of  the  candidate  of  their  choice. 

In  this  year  of  1976, 1  stand  before  you  as  the  last  President  of  America's  first 
200  years.  But  with  your  help,  I  also  intend  to  be  the  first  President  of  America's 
new  generation  of  freedom.  Working  together  we  can  build  an  America  that 
does  not  merely  celebrate  history,  but  writes  it;  that  offers  limited  government 
and  unlimited  opportunity;  that  concerns  itself  with  the  quality  of  life;  that 
proves  individual  liberty  is  still  the  key  to  mutual  achievement  and  national 
progress. 

And  when  the  history  of  this  great  era  is  written,  future  generations  will  look 
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back  at  America  in  1976  and  say,  yes,  they  were  200  years  old  but  they  had  really 
only  just  begun. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:50  p.m.  in  Crisler  Arena.  He  was  introduced  by  Robben  Flemming,  presi- 
dent of  the  university. 


785 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  United  States-Polish 
International  Fishery  Agreement.     September  16,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  The  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(P.L.  94-265;  16  U.S.C.  1801),  I  transmit  herewith  a  governing  international 
fishery  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  Polish  People's  Republic, 
signed  at  Warsaw  on  August  2,  1976. 

This  Agreement  is  significant  because  it  is  the  first  to  be  negotiated  in  accord- 
ance with  that  legislation.  I  recommend  the  Congress  give  favorable  considera- 
tion to  this  Agreement  at  an  early  date.  I  further  recommend  that,  in  the  event 
60  calendar  days  of  continuous  session  as  required  by  the  legislation  are  not 
available  before  March  1,  1977,  the  Congress  consider  issuance  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion in  order  to  bring  this  Agreement  into  force  by  that  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  16,  1976. 

786 

Remarks  Following  a  Meeting  With  Southern 
Republican  Leaders.     September  16,  1976 

I  HAVE  some  very  outstanding  leaders  of  the  Republican  Party  from  a  very 
important  area  of  the  country.  As  you  will  recall,  when  I  was  in  Vail  I  said 
we  were  going  to  have  a  national  campaign.  Some  of  you  doubted  it.  I  want  to 
repeat  it,  and  I  will  give  you  some  evidence  of  what  we  are  going  to  do  to 
show  the  good  faith  of  that  comment. 

On  Saturday,  September  25,  we  are  going  to  fly  from  here  to  Louisiana,  and 
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we  will  board  a  Mississippi  river  boat,  the  Natchez,  and  we  will  go  on  a  river- 
boat  trip  from  that  point  in  Louisiana  down  to  New  Orleans,  spend  the  night 
in  New  Orleans.  And  on  Sunday,  the  26th,  we  will  drive  from  New  Orleans 
through  Mississippi,  through  Alabama,  and  we  will  get  to  Florida  Sunday  night, 
the  26th.  And  we  will  stay  overnight  in  Florida  that  night,  and  on  the  following 
Monday  morning,  I  will  speak  to  the  National  Association  of  Police  Chiefs, 
in  Miami,  I  believe. 

I  think  this  is  the  best  evidence  that  what  I  said,  I  meant— that  we  would 
have  a  national  campaign;  we  were  going  to  seek  full  support  from  the  States 
in  the  South.  And  here,  alongside  of  me,  are  the  Republican  State  chairmen 
from  those  Southern  States. 

We  have  with  us  Paula  Unruh,  the  State  chairman  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma. 
But  before  I  leave — and  Paula  and  the  others  will  answer  questions— let  me  just 
say  we  will  see  you  on  the  boat. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:29  p.m.  to  reporters  Charles    Pickering,    Mississippi    State    Republican 

assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House.  chairman,  Paula  Unruh,  Oklahoma  State  Republican 

Following    the    President's     remarks,     a     news  chairman,   and   Harry   Dent,   adviser  for  Southern 

briefing  on  the  meeting  was  held  for  reporters  by  politics,   President  Ford   Committee. 

787 

Remarks  at  the  Bicentennial  Dinner  of  the  Italian-American 
Foundation.     September  16,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Jeno.  Senator  John  Pastore,  Congressman  Pete 
Rodino,  Congressman  Dominick,  Daniels,  Judge  Sirica,  reverend  clergy,  dis- 
tinguished platform  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Firsts  let  me  thank  the  members  of  the  Italian-American  Foundation  and  your 
national  chairman,  Jeno  Paulucci,  for  inviting  me  to  be  a  part  of  this  very  special 
evening.  In  many  ways,  my  good  friend  Jeno  Paulucci  symbolizes  the  magic 
of  America.  His  first  great  success  was  a  company  called  Chun  King.  What 
could  be  more  American  than  a  business  built  on  a  good  Italian  recipe  for 
chop  suey  ?  [Laughter^ 

This  Bicentennial  dinner  pays  tribute  to  the  extraordinary  contribution  Italian 
Americans  have  made  to  our  country.  The  men  you  are  honoring  tonight  are 
the  distinguished  offspring  of  a  culture  that  was  once  transplanted,  but  is  now 
deeply  rooted  in  American  soil  to  the  benefit  of  all  Americans. 

Long  before  we  were  a  nation,  Italians  began  making  new  lives  for  themselves 
in  America  as  teachers,  merchants,  craftsmen,  artists,  musicians,  and  writers. 
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From  our  first  honorary  Italian-American,  Christopher  Columbus,  to  contem- 
porary figures  as  diverse  as  Enrico  Fermi  ^  and  Vince  Lombardi,^  the  Italian 
fiber  is  woven  deeply  into  the  fabric  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Italian  Americans  have  made  their  marks  in  many  different  areas,  but  they 
have  all  shared  at  least  one  common  quality,  uncommon  pride — pride  in  their 
country,  pride  in  themselves,  pride  in  the  roles  they  played  in  making  America 
v^hat  it  is.  In  every  century  and  in  every  field  of  endeavor,  Italian-Americans 
have  given  their  country  their  energy,  their  talents,  and  their  devotion  and  their 
blood. 

When  the  earthquake  struck  Italy  earlier  this  year,  the  American  response 
was  swift  and  bipartisan.  Just  this  morning,  Jeno  Paulucci  and  Ambassador 
John  Volpe  ^  reported  to  me  on  the  way  our  $25  million  of  disaster  relief  assist- 
ance is  being  spent  to  relieve  suffering  in  the  country  which  has  given  America 
so  much.  I  congratulate  Jeno  for  his  observations  and  recommendations,  which 
included  not  only  his  views  as  to  how  our  program  was  being  administered  but 
his  very  constructive  recommendation  that  you  needed  something  more  than 
government  to  just  do  the  job;  his  proposal  that  Italian  industry  contribute  in 
this  situation — as  it  has  through  his  leadership  in  Minnesota  in  alleviating  some 
of  the  problems  and  making  some  progress  in  that  State. 

I  hope  and  trust,  Jeno,  that  the  proper  authorities  in  Italy  will  follow  your 
recommendations,  and  not  only  have  the  Italian  Government  and  our  aid 
through  our  Government  agencies  do  the  job  but  do  the  same  with  the  help 
and  assistance  of  the  private  sector  in  Italy,  itself. 

I  remember  also,  if  I  might,  something  Vice  President  Rockefeller  told  me 
after  he  visited  the  earthquake  site  at  my  request  in  May.  He  was  struck  by 
the  fact  that  in  the  midst  of  destruction  and  personal  tragedy,  one  of  the  first 
concerns  of  the  people  was  to  protect  their  monuments,  their  churches,  and 
their  cultural  heritage.  There  is  a  lesson  in  that  for  the  United  States,  for  we 
also  risk  seeing  some  of  our  cultural  heritage  destroyed,  not  by  a  sudden  shock 
of  an  earthquake,  but  by  a  gradual  erosion. 

We  must  be  aware  of  the  growing  danger  of  conformity  of  American 
thought  and  American  behavior.  We  need  to  encourage  and  protect  individu- 
ality. Our  national  wealth  of  culture,  ethnic  and  religious  traditions,  is  a  valu- 
able counterbalance  to  the  overwhelming  sameness  and  subordination  of 


^  Winner  of  the  1938  Nobel  Prize  in  physics. 

*Head  coach  of  the  Green  Bay  Packers  1959-67  and  Washington  Redskins  1969,  professional  football 
teams. 
*  United  States  Ambassador  to  Italy. 
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totalitarian  societies.  And  let  me  add,  if  I  might,  a  comment  or  two  on  that 
subject. 

Italy  and  the  United  States  share  a  firm  dedication  to  democratic  government 
and  the  principles  of  freedom  and  liberty.  We,  in  America,  value  the  role  of 
Italy  in  the  world  itself,  Italy's  contribution  to  the  Ariantic  Alliance,  and  Italy's 
contribution  to  a  stronger  and  more  cohesive  Europe,  working  with  the  United 
States. 

We  have  been  hearing  a  lot  recently  about  the  new  character  of  some  Com- 
munist parties  in  Western  Europe,  that  they  believe  in  democratic,  multiparty 
government,  that  they  are  independent,  nationalist  parties  with  no  loyalties 
or  affiliations  beyond  national  borders. 

Lest  we  succumb  to  this  beguiling  message,  I  remind  you  that  we  were  hear- 
ing these  same  reassuring  messages  from  the  heads  of  Communist  parties  in 
Eastern  Europe  right  after  World  War  II.  We  all  know  what  happened  when 
these  parties  actually  came  into  power  in  the  late  1940's.  It's  a  history  lesson 
we  should  not  forget. 

The  history  of  our  own  country  teaches  us  another  important  lesson — the 
value  of  diversity  as  well  as  unity  among  our  people.  At  a  meeting  in  the  White 
House  last  month,  Italian-American  leaders  spoke  to  me  of  our  need  to  encour- 
age cultural  pluralism  without  diminishing  Americanism.  I  agree  completely. 

Our  neighborhoods  are  the  place  to  start.  On  the  first  of  this  year,  I  had  the 
privilege  of  signing  into  law  a  bill  passed  by  the  Congress  called  the  Mortgage 
Disclosure  Act,  to  prevent  redlining.^  Last  May,  I  met  with  a  group  of  ethnic 
leaders  to  see  what  more  could  be  done.  As  a  result  of  that  meeting,  I  created 
the  President's  Committee  on  Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood  Revi- 
talization.  I  charged  that  Committee  with  developing  a  sound  Federal  policy 
to  preserve  our  neighborhoods  and  to  prevent  urban  decay. 

Our  policy  will  be  based  upon  local  initiative  and  local  control.  I  was  very 
pleased  and  very  encouraged  the  other  day  when  I  read  in  the  New  York  Times 
about  major  new  efforts,  including  proposed  new  zoning  rules  to  revitalize 
New  York  City's  Little  Italy.  As  I  read  from  that  article,  the  City  Planning 
Commission  and  a  neighborhood  group  spent  some  2  years  coming  up  with 
this  plan.  I  wish  them  every  success.  I  hope  other  groups  and  other  communi- 
ties will  follow  their  example. 

But  let  me  say  with  emphasis  and  reemphasis:  I  am  committed  to  maintain- 
ing the  strength  and  vitality  and  the  unique  contributions  of  America's  com- 
munities. In  my  search  for  Americans  to  help  us  with  this  very  major  task. 


*  See  Item  3. 
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now  and  in  the  next  4  years,  I  will  continue  to  look  for  Americans  of  high 
caliber  from  all  cultural  backgrounds.  I  will  continue  to  look  for  Americans  with 
the  talents  of  John  Pastore,  Peter  Rodino,  Dominick  Daniels,  and  Judge  John 
Sirica. 

May  I  say  to  all  four  of  them :  It  has  been  a  very  special  pleasure  for  me  to 
join  with  you  in  honoring  these  outstanding  Americans. 

As  enjoyable  as  this  evening  is  for  all  of  us  present,  we  might  take  just 
a  moment  to  remember  certain  people  who  can  only  be  here  in  spirit,  people 
who  would  have  gotten  an  even  bigger  thrill  on  this  occasion  than  you  or  me — 
the  parents  of  John  Sirica,  Dominick  Daniels,  John  Pastore,  and  Peter  Rodino. 
When  you  stop  for  a  minute  and  think  about  those  parents,  about  the  sacrifice 
they  made,  about  the  hardships  they  endured,  about  the  dreams  they  had 
for  their  children,  and  then  you  see  those  dreams  come  true  in  the  careers 
of  these  fine  men,  that's  when  you  know  exactly  what  America  is  all  about. 
And  you  know  if  these  parents  could  only  be  here  with  us  tonight,  they  would 
be  very  proud,  and  deservedly  proud,  indeed. 

By  your  contributions,  and  those  of  all  Italian-Americans,  to  our  arts  and 
sciences  and  government,  to  business  life  and  family  life,  America  will  continue 
to  grow,  to  prosper,  and  become  an  even  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8  p.m.  in  the  In-       John  J.  Sirica,  U.S.  District  Judge  for  the  District 
ternational    Ballroom    at    the    Washington    Hilton        of  Columbia. 
Hotel.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Judge 

788 

Remarks  at  a  Reception  Celebrating  National  Hispanic 
Heritage  Week.     September  16,   1976 

Bishop  Floresy  Monsignor  Murphy,  ladies  and  gentlemen : 

It's  a  very  high  honor  and  a  very  great  privilege  for  me  to  come  to  the  Na- 
tional Shrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  and  to  join  with  all  of  you  in  the 
celebration  of  the  National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week.^  It  has  been  a  wonderful 
week  for  a  wonderful  purpose. 

As  we  look  back  over  our  200  years,  it  is  tremendous  to  see  what  wonderful 
contributions  have  been  made  by  all  those  who  came  to  the  shores  of  the 
United  States. 


^For  the  President's  remarks  on  signing  Proclamation  4459,  designating  September  12-19  as  National 
Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  see  Item  768. 
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There  is  an  old  story  that  was  told  to  me  by  one  of  my  Sunday  school  teachers 
who  said  that  the  history  of  the  United  States  was  the  contribution  of  people 
from  many  cultures  and  many  lands.  Then  he  said,  "There  is  a  story  that  is 
told  about  the  Bible,  that  the  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  is  its  many  colors,  and 
the  strength  of  America  comes  from  those  who  came  from  so  many  lands  and 
so  many  cultures." 

And  of  course  the  contribution  made  by  those  of  Hispanic  heritage  is  very 
significant.  I  know,  of  course,  that  before  we  got  our  independence  those  with 
Hispanic  origins  made  a  tremendous  contribution  to  our  society.  History 
tells  us  that  those  with  Hispanic  origins  fought  in  our  revolution  with  distinction 
and  honor.  And  of  course  in  the  last  200  years  the  pages  of  history  are  filled 
with  what  has  been  done  by  those  with  those  backgrounds. 

Whether  it's  in  the  arts  or  sciences,  whether  it  is  in  industry  or  education, 
those  with  Hispanic  origins  have  contributed  tremendously  to  what  we  think 
is  the  greatest  land  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

We  are  so  blessed  in  America  because,  yes,  of  the  material  things  we  have, 
but  really,  more  significantly  than  that  is  the  spiritual  dedication  and  beliefs 
that  are  so  ingrained  in  all  of  us — 215  million  of  us. 

It  has  been  my  opportunity  to  travel  in  many  lands,  but  it  is  always  wonder- 
ful to  come  home  to  America  because  we  see  in  America  all  the  good  that 
comes  from  other  countries.  And  I  can't  help  but  repeat  with  emphasis,  to 
reiterate  on  behalf  of  all  of  us,  the  tremendous  benefits  we  have  had  come 
to  us  because  of  the  contributions  of  those  of  you  with  Hispanic  origins. 

You  are  wonderful  people.  You  are  like  all  of  us— proud  of  our  country, 
proud  of  your  accomplishments.  As  we  look  forward  to  the  next  100  years — 
and  we  are  just  over  the  threshold— we  have  had  200  superb  years,  but  our  vision 
of  America  ought  to  be  to  improve.  And  we  can  improve  that  heritage  and 
that  progress  and  those  accomplishments  by  what  you  have  done  and  what  we 
all  must  do. 

I  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of  being  with  you  tonight.  I  thank  you, 
Bishop  Flores,  to  come  from  San  Antonio  for  this  wonderful  occasion  and 
you,  Monsignor  Murphy,  for  this  inspirational  Shrine.  I  am  just  so  pleased 
to  see  you  and  to  be  with  you  all. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at   8:20   p.m.   at   the  The  Most  Reverend   Patrick   C.   Flores,   bishop   of 

National    Shrine    of    the    Immaculate    Conception,  San   Antonio,   and    the   Reverend   Monsignor   John 

located  on  the  grounds  of  the  Catholic  University  J.  Murphy,  director  of  the  national  shrine, 
of  America.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to 

2263 


[789]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  17 

789 

Letter  to  Department  Heads  Directing  Study  of  Petroleum 
Resources  in  Alaska's  Naval  Petroleum  Reserve  No.  4. 
September  17,  1976 

[Dated  September  16,  1976.    Released  September  17,  1976] 

ON  APRIL  5,  1976,  I  signed  into  law  the  Naval  Petroleum  Reserves  Produc- 
tion Act  of  1976  (Public  Law  94-258). 

Section  105(b)  of  that  Act  requires  that  I  direct  appropriate  Executive  depart- 
ments and  agencies  to  conduct  a  study,  in  consultation  with  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Alaska,  to  determine  the  best  overall  procedures  to  be  used  in  the  devel- 
opment, production,  transportation,  and  distribution  of  petroleum  resources  in 
the  Naval  Petroleum  Reserve  Numbered  4  in  Alaska.  It  also  requires  that  I  make 
semiannual  progress  reports  on  this  study  to  the  Committees  on  Interior  and 
Insular  Affairs  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  provides 
that  the  completed  study,  together  with  recommended  procedures  and  proposed 
legislation,  be  submitted  to  those  committees  not  later  than  January  1, 1980. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior,  with  the  active  assistance  of  the  Department 
of  the  Navy  and  the  Federal  Energy  Administration,  shall  conduct  the  study 
required  by  Section  105(b)  of  that  Act  and,  on  a  timely  basis,  shall  prepare  the 
required  reports,  recommend  procedures,  and  prepare  proposed  legislation  for 
my  consideration  and  subsequent  transmission  to  the  designated  committees  of 
the  Congress. 

I  urge  you  to  complete  the  study  and  to  develop  recommendations  and  pre- 
pare proposed  legislation  for  my  review  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  consistent 
with  the  intent  of  Congress  and  with  my  objective  of  securing  the  wise  use  of 
these  resources  for  the  national  welfare. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  istrator  of  the  Federal  Energy  Administration,  and 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  S.  Kleppe,  Secretary  of  the  Honorable  J.  William  Middendorf  II,  Secretary 
the  Interior,  the  Honorable  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Admin-       of  the  Navy. 
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790 

Remarks  at  the  Annual  Leadership  Seminar  of  the 
United  States  Jaycees.     September  11,  1976 

I  AM  delighted  to  welcome  all  of  you  in  this  leadership  seminar  to  the  Rose 
Garden  here  at  the  White  House.  I  hope  and  trust  you  have  had  a  good  experi- 
ence with  the  various  people  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government.  I  am 
sure  they  have  been  helpful  in  laying  out  some  of  the  programs  and  problems 
we  face,  but  I  would  like  to  share  some  good  news  with  you  today. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  just  announced  that  for  the  month  of  August, 
we  have  had  a  very  substantial  increase  in  housing  starts.  It  also  indicates  that 
there  has  been  a  very  sharp  rebound  in  multifamily  starts,  which  is  vitally  impor- 
tant if  we  are  going  to  get  the  housing  and  construction  industries  moving  as 
they  should. 

Secondly,  we  are  extremely  encouraged  by  the  continuous  increase  in  new 
building  permits  which  certainly  foreshadows  that  we  will  have  an  even  better 
housing  market  in  the  months  ahead. 

I  think  I  can  take  some  satisfaction  from  the  fact  that  this  good  economic  news 
comes  from  what  we've  done,  and  done  successfully,  is  to  continue  to  win  the 
battle  against  inflation.  And  that,  of  course,  means  that  interest  rates  are  down, 
that  money  is  available  in  the  mortgage  market.  It  also  reflects,  I  think,  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  growing  optimism  in  America  as  far  as  a  healthy  economy  is  con- 
cerned. So  that  kind  of  good  news  is  nice  to  be  able  to  announce  to  a  group  of 
leaders  from  all  parts  of  the  country— individuals  who  have  a  great  stake  in  the 
future  of  this  country. 

As  it  was  indicated,  I  used  to  belong,  a  few  years  ago,  to  the  Jaycees.  I  had 
some  wonderful  experiences  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  received,  back 
in  1949 — that's  a  long  time  ago — the  honor  that  goes  to  10  young  men  in  this 
country  each  and  every  year.  And  I  am  proud  of  it. 

But  let  me  speak,  if  I  might,  about  leadership.  When  I  was  an  active  Jaycee 
in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  we  undertook  a  great  many  civic  projects  and  com- 
munity programs.  That  is  a  hallmark  of  the  Jaycees  throughout  this  country,  has 
been,  will  continue  to  be.  And  the  things  that  I  learned  in  my  3  or  4  years  as  an 
active  Jaycee  in  leadership  gave  me  the  competence  and  gave  me  the  certainty 
and  the  assurance  that  I  could  handle  some  of  those  problems  of  leadership. 

And  now,  I  would  like  to  talk  about  what  we  have  tried  to  do  in  leadership 
down  here  at  the  White  House.  And  the  background  I  got  as  a  Jaycee  has  been 
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extremely  helpful  and  beneficial.  Let  me  just  tick  oflf  a  few  things  that  we  have 
done  that  I  think  reflects  sound  leadership  as  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

First,  we  submitted  to  the  Congress,  in  January  of  this  year,  the  largest  mili- 
tary budget  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  in  order  to  maintain  our  national 
security.  For  the  last  10  years,  under  several  Presidents,  the  Congress  has  tradi- 
tionally slashed  the  defense  budget  by  anywheres  from  $3  billion  to  $8  bihion  a 
year,  and  over  a  10-year  period,  the  accumulated  total  was  $50  billion. 

I  am  glad  to  report  to  you,  because  we  showed  the  kind  of  leadership  that  I 
think  is  needed  and  necessary,  the  Congress,  this  year,  has  made  very  minor 
reductions  in  the  appropriations  for  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marine 
Corps.  The  net  result  is  we  have  achieved  real  success  in  getting  the  Congress 
to  recognize  that  when  a  President  submits  a  military  budget,  he  means  it,  and 
it  is  necessary  and  essential  for  the  national  security  of  this  country.  And  we 
can  say  with  pride,  "We  did  it." 

And  if  I  might,  I  would  like  to  add  another  thing.  Fortunately,  this  country 
is  at  peace.  We  are  not  drafting  any  young  men  today  to  participate  in  the 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  or  Marine  Corps.  We  have  an  all-volunteer  military 
force,  and  I  am  proud  of  it.  But  with  this  kind  of  leadership  in  the  miUtary, 
and  with,  I  think,  our  military  strength  overall  and  our  diplomatic  skill,  we 
not  only  have  the  peace  but  the  capability  to  keep  it. 

And  let  me  add  one  other  comment,  if  I  might.  What  is  more  moral  in  foreign 
policy  than  to  have  peace  with  freedom  and  security. 

Finally,  I  have  nothing  but  great  memories  of  my  experience  as  a  Jaycee.  I 
think  this  16th  seminar  that  you  are  having  here  is  the  kind  of  organizational 
programming  that  is  essential  for  Jaycees  throughout  the  country  to  see  what 
your  Government  is  doing,  and  why. 

And  probably  within  a  relatively  few  years,  one  of  you,  or  maybe  more  than 
one  of  you,  will  have  an  opportunity  to  participate  either  in  the  judicial  branch 
or  the  legislative  branch  or  the  executive  branch.  It's  a  great  experience,  a  wonder- 
ful challenge,  and  I  urge  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  participate  in  some  way, 
in  a  meaningful  way,  in  our  Government  at  the  Federal  level. 

One  final  comment.  Rumor  tells  me  that  you  had  a  poll  among  all  of  you. 
{Laughter^  I  just  hope  that  the  poll,  I  understand,  which  reflects  your  views,  will 
be  indicative  of  what  will  happen  November  2. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:35  p.m.  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  at  a  Reception  for  the  National  Federation  of 
Republican  Women.     September  17 ,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Betty,  Pat,  and  all  the  members  of  the  federation: 

We  do  welcome  you  to  the  White  House  and  to  the  State  Dining  Room.  We 
are  delighted  to  have  you  here,  and  I,  at  the  outset,  would  like  to  compliment 
Pat — where  did  she  go  ?  [Laughter]  Right  here. 

She's  not  only  a  great  president  of  your  organization  but  I  am  honored  to  have 
here  on  the  steering  committee  of  the  President  Ford  Committee.  And  thank 
you,  Pat,  for  taking  on  an  extra  burden  and  responsibility.  Her  input  to  that 
organization  will  be  very  significant  in  how  we  lay  out  our  campaign  organiza- 
tion, our  plans,  our  strategy.  And  thank  you  very,  very  much,  Pat. 

I  was  looking  at  the  statistics  that  were  given  to  me  as  to  the  size  of  this  orga- 
nization— 238,000,  as  I  recollect.  Let's  use  a  little  mathematics  here  to  show  the 
impact  of  that  organization. 

Supposing  each  of  you  made  it  a  personal  mission  to  get  100  people  educated, 
as  Betty  says,  as  she  indicates.  You  get  them  to  the  polls.  Isn't  that  a  figure  of 
23  million  plus  ?  That's  what  we  need  as  a  starter  on  this  campaign.  I  think  the 
figures  show  that  the  person  who  wins  will  get  double  that,  but  if  this  organiza- 
tion in  every  one  of  the  50  States  gives  us  a  base  from  which  we  can  operate — say 
25  million  Republican  votes — we  are  well  on  the  road  to  victory.  I  think  this 
ought  to  be  your  goal,  your  aim,  your  objective.  And,  therefore,  as  I  talked  to  all 
of  the  leaders  of  the  federation  in  the  50  States,  I  hope  you  will  go  back  to  your 
respective  hometowns,  your  home  State,  and  make  this  the  aim  that  you  are 
shooting  for  on  November  2. 

As  I  said  before,  and  have  repeated  since,  we  are  going  to  have  a  national  cam- 
paign. I  have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  people  from  virtually  every  State. 
We  are  going  to  make  a  campaign  in  every  State.  That  does  not  mean  I  am  going 
to  get  to  every  State,  but  we  will  have  either  myself  or  Bob  Dole  or  some  out- 
standing advocates  who  will  get  to  every  State.  It  will  be  an  indication  that  the 
Ford-Dole  ticket  wants  the  full  support  and  victory  in  every  State.  I  think  it  can 
be  done. 

One  of  the  questions  that's  often  asked  is,  "Are  we  going  to  ignore  the  South  ?" 
Absolutely  not.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  announced  yesterday  that  Betty  and  I 
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are  going  down  to  Louisiana.  We  are  going  to  have  a  whistle-stop  down  the 
Mississippi  River.  I  think  it's  a  unique  campaign  technique — the  Natchez.  We 
will  end  up  in  New  Orleans,  spend  the  night  there,  and  then  drive  the  next  day 
across  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  Gulf,  going  on  through  Alabama,  ending  up 
in  Florida  that  night,  and  we  will  be  in  Florida  on  a  week  from  Monday. 

This  is  only  an  example  of  what  we  believe  is  the  right  way  to  convince  the 
voters  in  this  country  that  we  care  about  every  State  and  every  voter  in  every  State. 

Now,  the  message  I  would  like  to  give  to  you  on  this  occasion  is  a  very  simple 
one.  This  country,  in  the  last  2  years,  has  gone  through  a  very  traumatic  experi- 
ence. We  had  domestic  troubles  with  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  When 
I  became  President,  we  were  still  engaged  in  a  war  that  we  seemingly  couldn't 
win  or  couldn't  end.  At  the  same  time,  we  had  a  great  loss  of  public  support 
for  Washington  and  the  White  House  itself.  But  by  doing  the  right  thing,  by 
giving  leadership — leadership  in  the  domestic  area,  leadership  in  international 
policy — we  have  turned  this  country  around,  and  we  have  laid  the  foundation 
in  2  short  years  for  a  great  4  years,  the  first  4  in  our  third  century  of  American 
history. 

I  think  that  without  any  question,  without  any  hesitation  or  qualification, 
we  are  going  to  win  on  November  2. 

Right  after  the  Democratic  Convention  the  polls  showed  us  almost  2  to  1 
behind.  That  didn't  look  very,  very  optimistic,  but  we  had  a  great  convention. 
It  was  one  of  competition,  but  when  we  left  that  convention  hall  in  Kansas 
City,  we  ended  up  arm  in  arm  for  a  cause  and  for  a  philosophy  that  all  of  us 
believe  in. 

We  have  solidified  our  leadership.  We  have  a  good  program.  I  think  we 
appeal  to  the  vast  majority  of  Americans.  In  the  next  couple  of  weeks  after  our 
convention  the  polls  narrowed,  and  we  ended  up  about  15  points  behind.  But 
some  good  news  has  been  coming  in  from  polls  taken  all  over  the  country.  We 
have  narrowed  that  gap  very  significantly. 

And  we  have  the  momentum,  as  Betty  said,  and  momentum  is  what  counts. 
I  would  rather  have  the  momentum  going  up  than  trying  to  be  at  the  top  and 
keep  it  from  going  down.  I  would  much  rather  be  a  fast  finisher  than  an  early 
starter.  [Laughter] 

As  vye  look  at  the  6  weeks  ahead,  they  are  going  to  come  very,  very  fast. 
Betty  and  Mike  and  Jack  and  Steve  and  Susan  and  I,  as  a  Ford  family,  will  be 
out  trying  to  be  helpful,  to  tell  the  American  people  the  length  and  breadth  of 
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this  country,  that  we  have  done  a  good  job  and  that  we  want  the  opportunity 
to  do  an  even  better  job  in  the  next  4  years. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at   4:03    p.m.    in   the       opening  remarks,  he  referred   to  Mrs.   Betty  Ford 
State   Dining   Room   at   the   White   House.   In   his       and  Patricia  Hutar,  president  of  the  federation. 
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Remarks  Announcing  Intention  To  Nominate  Edward 
Aguirre  as  Commissioner  of  Education. 
September  18,  1976 

I  AM  very  pleased  to  announce  that  I  am  nominating  as  the  Commissioner 
of  Education,  Dr.  Aguirre.  He  will  succeed  Dr.  Bell.  And  Dr.  Aguirre  comes 
from  the  Arizona  area — Arizona  State.  He  taught  school  in  the  public  school 
system  of  Phoenix,  Arizona,  went  on  to  San  Diego  State  and  was  on  the  faculty 
there  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  went  with  the  Department  of  Labor, 
and  then,  for  the  last  several  years,  has  been  the  Regional  Director  for  the 
Office  of  Education  in  San  Francisco. 

Dr.  Aguirre  has  not  only  the  experience  and  the  background  but  he  firmly 
beUeves,  as  I  do,  that  our  approach  to  elementary  and  secondary  education, 
where  we  would  have  a  block  grant  program  of  $3,300  million,  with  money 
going  directly  to  the  local  school  systems,  is  the  way  to  relieve  bureaucratic 
redtape  and  get  the  teacher  and  the  principal  and  the  administrator  working 
without  the  heavy  hand  of  Washington  bureaucracy  dictating  the  policies  at 
the  local  school  level. 

Dr.  Aguirre  also  firmly  believes  that  our  approaches  to  the  problems  of  higher 
education  are  in  the  best  interest  of  the  students  and  that  with  the  help  of  Con- 
gress in  the  next  session,  we  hope  to  achieve  real  success  in  sending  the  money 
from  the  Federal  Government,  but  letting  the  local  decisions  be  made  at  the 
local  level. 

So,  I  am  very,  very  pleased.  Doctor,  that  you  are  going  to  be  our  new  Com- 
missioner of  Education  and  will  be  working  with  Secretary  of  HEW,  David 
Mathews.  We  think  we  have  a  good  team. 

Congratulations. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:50  a.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  Greeting  Directors  of  the  National  Farm 
Credit  Bureau.     September  20,  1976 

Mr.  Secretary,  members  of  the  Farm  Credit  Directors  group: 

First,  let  me  welcome  you  to  the  Rose  Garden  on  this  beautiful  day.  It  is  a 
great  privilege  and  honor  for  me  to  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  a  few 
things  this  morning  concerning  agriculture,  and  I  hope  that  I  have  the  op- 
portunity to  shake  hands  and  say  hello  to  many  of  you. 

I  won't  take  a  lot  of  your  time  because  I  know  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
is  going  to  speak  to  you  later  today,  but  I  would  like  to  make  an  observation  or 
two. 

I  was  just  told  by  the  Secretary  that  last  year  this  group  loaned  some  $33 
billion  to  American  farmers  and  ranchers.  That's  a  tremendous  accomplish- 
ment, and  I  congratulate  you  for  your  constructive  contribution  to  the  outstand- 
ing record  of  American  agriculture. 

I  know  that  we've  got  some  rather  serious  problems  in  some  areas  of  the 
country  that  will  involve  credit.  We  have  a  drought  in  our  upper  Midwest 
area.  We  know  that  that  will  undoubtedly  bring  about  some  added  need  for 
additional  credit,  and  I  am  sure  that  Secretary  Butz  and  myself  will  work  with 
you  to  make  certain  and  positive  that  there  is  adequate  credit  available  for 
our  American  farmers  and  ranchers. 

As  we  look  down  the  road  to  a  longer  problem,  we  obviously  will  have  to 
have  greater  credit  availability  as  our  population  increases  and  as  our  export 
markets  increase  with  the  growing  population  around  the  world.  But  I  am 
absolutely  confident  that  people  like  yourselves,  working  with  the  responsible 
people  in  the  Federal  Government,  will  be  able  to  meet  the  needs  of  additional 
credit  for  our  agricultural  community  in  the  United  States. 

Earl  Butz  frequently  says,  and  I  totally  agree  with  him,  that  the  American 
farmer  is  the  miracle-man  of  this  20th  century.  I  was  looking  at  some  statistics 
the  other  day.  I  was  obviously  pleased  to  see  that  the  American  farmer  today — 
one  farmer  produces  enough  for  56  people  in  our  country  or  abroad — an  in- 
crease of  some  16  in  the  last  10  years. 

This  proves  to  me  that  American  agriculture  is  the  most  productive  segment 
of  our  total  society,  and  the  statistics  indicate  that  American  agriculture  pro- 
ductivity has  gone  up  far,  far  greater  in  the  last  10  years  than  any  other  segment 
of  our  society. 
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Now,  with  all  of  this  improvement  in  your  productivity  and  your  invest- 
ment and  your  effort,  it's  absolutely  essential  that  the  American  farmer  be 
adequately  compensated  and  that  means  a  fair  price  in  a  free  market.  And  this 
is  what  we  must  insist  upon  in  the  years  ahead. 

As  I  look  around  this  audience,  I  am  sure  there  are  people  like  myself  who 
knew  in  the  fifties,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  sixties,  we  had  substantial  sur- 
pluses of  wheat  and  corn  and  other  agricultural  commodities.  They  were  a 
depressant  on  the  market,  and  the  fact  that  the  Government  had  these  substan- 
tial surpluses  were  injurious  to  the  American  farmer.  We  have  gotten  rid  of  all 
those  surpluses  by  an  expanded  world  market,  and  we  are  going  to  continue 
to  expand  our  markets  around  the  world. 

Last  year,  we  exported  some  $21  billion  worth  of  American  farm  commodi- 
ties, and  we  will  do  better  in  1976.  And  this  will  be  good  for  us  here  at  home, 
and  it  will  be  extremely  helpful  to  those  customers  overseas. 

Now,  as  a  result  of  a  free  market,  as  a  result  of  our  record  exports  in  the  last 
3  years,  American  agriculture  has  had  the  highest  net  income  in  the  history 
of  this  country.  But  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  record  of  the  last  3  years. 
We  think  the  farm  policies  we  have  are  farm  policies  that  will  increase  the 
economic  circumstances  of  America's  farmers  and  ranchers. 

Let  me  say  a  word,  if  I  might,  about  taxes.  Most  of  you  know  that  earlier 
this  year  I  recommended  to  the  Congress  that  we  increase  the  personal  exemp- 
tion for  the  estate  tax  from  $60,000 — what  it  was  when  it  was  established  in  the 
first  place  back  in  1942— and  I  proposed  that  it  be  increased  to  $150,000,  or 
higher.  We've  kept  the  pressure  on  the  Congress,  and  there  will  be  a  significant 
improvement  in  the  estate  tax  exemption.  The  Congress  didn't  go  along  with 
what  I  recommended  entirely,  but  it's  a  major  step  forward.  And  I  think  it 
means  that  what  we  will  have  is  a  farm  or  a  small  business  can  go  from  one 
generation  to  the  next  without  the  tax  collector  coming  in  and  taking  over. 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  addition,  we  have  to  do  something  affirmatively  about 
our  personal  income  taxes,  generally.  Earlier  this  year,  I  recommended  to  the 
Congress  that  we  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  per  person  to 
$1,000.  Let's  take  a  family  of  four.  A  family  of  four  with  that  kind  of  a  tax 
reduction  would  get  an  additional  $1,000  personal  exemption.  If  you  have  a 
family  of  six,  it  would  be  $1,500  added  personal  exemption. 

This  is  an  attempt — this  recommendation  came  from  me  because  our  middle- 
income  taxpayers  have  been  short-changed  over  the  last  10  years.  I  believe  that 
that  group  ought  to  get  additional  tax  relief. 

I  recognize  fully  that  we  are  trying  to  get  our  Federal  finances  in  order.  We 


2271 


[793]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  20 

are  making  headway  as  we  reduce  the  deficits  that  were  primarily  caused  by 
our  recession  in  1975.  But  let  me  say  this:  We  cannot  add  to  the  expenditures 
of  the  Federal  Government  with  a  host  of  new  programs  unless  you  are  willing 
to  tighten  your  belts. 

Now,  I  don't  think  we  need  a  lot  of  new  spending  programs,  period.  If  we 
hold  the  line  on  Federal  expenditures,  we  can  honestly  give  tax  reductions, 
and  that  is  the  program  of  this  administration.  But  those  who  advocate  addi- 
tional expenditures  have  now  suggested  that  in  order  to  pay  for  those  new 
programs  and  added  expenditures,  there  should  be  an  additional  tax  levy  on 
the  middle-income  people,  which  is  approximately  50  percent  of  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country.  We  should  go  in  the  opposite  direction.  We  should  give  them 
tax  relief,  not  additional,  added  taxes.  And  this  administration  will  give  you 
tax  relief  because  it's  good  for  America. 

So,  let  me  just  conclude  by  saying  that  our  overall  objective  for  the  farmers, 
for  the  ranchers,  for  the  middle-income  people,  is  tax  relief.  But  for  farmers 
and  ranchers  generally,  we  want  a  fair  market  price  in  a  free  market.  We  want 
full  production,  record  exports,  and  tax  policies  that  permit  you  to  pass  your 
farm  or  ranch  from  one  generation  to  another  and  keep  our  economy  healthy 
by  reducing  the  burden  of  government  on  you. 

We  want  to  get  the  government  off  your  farm,  off  your  back,  and  out  of  your 
pocket. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:07  p.m.  in  the  remarks,  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening       Earl  L.  Butz. 
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Remarks  of  Welcome  to  President  William  R. 
Tolbert,  Jr.,  of  Liberia.     September  21,  1976 

President  Tolbert,  Mrs.  Tolbert,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  particularly  pleased  to  welcome  back  to  Washington  a  distinguished 
friend  of  the  United  States  of  America.  President  Tolbert,  your  state  visit  is 
the  first  by  an  African  leader  in  our  third  century  of  American  history.  We 
are  proud  and  honored  to  have  the  red,  v^hite,  and  blue  of  Liberia  fly  side 
by  side  v^ith  our  ov^n  colors. 

Americans  and  Liberians  share  a  very  unique  and  special  relationship.  Both 
countries  w^ere  founded  by  men  and  v^omen  who  deeply  believe  in  Uberty 
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and  justice.  The  Liberian  national  motto,  "The  love  of  liberty  brought  us 
here,"  could  apply  just  as  well  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

You  have  arrived  here  at  a  time  v^hen  Americans  are  seeking  to  assist  Afri- 
cans to  achieve  peaceful  solutions  to  extremely  difficult  problems.  I  have  sent 
our  Secretary  of  State  to  Africa,  in  full  knowledge  of  the  complexity  of  the 
problems  and  of  the  limitations  of  our  role.  Any  realistic  and  enduring  settle- 
ment must  be  made  in  Africa.  We  can  only  offer  our  assistance  in  encouraging 
the  parties  to  negotiate  to  prevent  increased  violence  and  bloodshed. 

Mr.  President,  as  a  distinguished  African  statesman,  you  are  fully  aware  of  the 
danger  and  the  challenge  that  faces  all  men  and  women  of  good  will  in  the 
southern  portion  of  your  continent.  We  gready  appreciate  and  value  your 
wise  counsel,  your  moderation,  and  your  support.  We  assure  you  that  the 
United  States  will  remain  a  trusted  friend,  worthy  of  your  confidence  and  that 
of  all  Liberians  and  all  the  peoples  of  Africa. 

Americans  have  noted  with  admiration  the  determination  [with]  which 
Liberia  is  developing  its  potentialities.  We  will  continue  to  help  Liberia  help 
herself. 

As  President  of  Liberia,  you  have  contributed  much  to  the  material  and 
spiritual  evolution  of  your  people.  But  you  have  also  given  yourself  interna- 
tionally as  an  ordained  Baptist  minister,  through  your  leadership  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance.  As  the  first  black  elected  president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alli- 
ance, you  have  advanced  the  vision  of  President  Tubman  ^  through  your  inspired 
work  for  the  benefit  of  man  and  the  glory  of  God. 

We  thank  you  and  all  the  people  of  Liberia  not  only  for  your  visit  but  for 
Liberia's  many  manifestations  of  friendship  in  this  Bicentennial  Year.  I  was 
especially  gratified  to  know  of  your  personal  participation,  Mr.  President,  in  our 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  Monrovia. 

Mr.  President,  you  are  a  welcome  visitor  to  the  Nation's  Capital  and  to  the 
White  House.  I  look  forward  to  our  discussions.  Through  these  exchanges,  we 
can  advance  the  cause  of  peaceful  progress  for  Africa  and  for  all  humanity.  The 
American  people  join  in  welcoming  you  and  strengthening,  during  this  visit, 
the  very  close  ties  between  our  two  peoples. 

note:  President  Ford  spoke  at  10:50  a.m.  on  the  Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  distinguished  ladies  and 

South  Lawn  at  the  White  House,  where  President  gentlemen,  friends: 

Tolbert    was    given    a    formal    welcome    with    full  We  are   profoundly   touched   by   your  thrillingly 

military    honors.    President    Tolbert    responded    as  warm  remarks  of  welcome,  Mr.  President,  extended 

follows:  to  Mrs.  Tolbert,  members  of  my  official  party,  and 


^  William  V.  Tubman,  President  of  Liberia  1943-71. 
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to  me,  at  the  commencement  of  our  visit  to  your 
great  Nation  on  this  most  historic  and  significant 
occasion. 

We  are  gratified  that  you  have  paid  my  country 
and  Africa  the  signal  honor  of  this  unique  invita- 
tion to  share  v^^ith  you  and  all  citizens  of  America 
at  the  captivating  joys  of  your  historic  Bicentennial 
celebrations.  Impressed  as  we  are  by  your  exhila- 
ratingly  warm  reception  of  us,  we  sincerely  ask, 
in  turn,  that  you  accept  of  us,  Mr.  President,  our 
heartfelt  appreciation  and  gratitude. 

As  we  enthusiastically  rejoice  with  you  in  the 
spirit  of  76,  we  salute  you  and  all  the  great  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  of  America  and  extend  our 
hearty  congratulations  as  you  enter  upon  your 
third  century  of  dynamic  and  inspiring  nationhood. 

The  microcosm  of  the  whole  world,  America  has 
illuminated  the  limitless  potentials  of  the  human 
family  when  it  is  free  to  think,  free  to  decide,  and 
free  to  act.  America  is  a  viable  land  of  spectacular 
and  expanding  opportunity.  The  model  of  resiliency 
and  renewal,  America  is  an  historic  land  where 
challenges  are  pursued  with  courage  and  with 
skill.  A  mosaic  of  devotion  and  resolve,  the 
American  people  are  admired  for  their  ingenious 
quests,  for  excellence  in  science  and  statecraft,  in 
industry  and  enterprise. 

America  is  indeed  a  creative  land  of  surging 
patriotism  and  surging  proficiency.  With  her 
towering  stature  and  commanding  influence  in  the 
comity  of  nations,  she  has  defended  and  expanded 


democracy  around  the  world,  fostering  integrity, 
spawning  opportunities,  and  endeavoring  to  sever 
the  scourge  of  injustice  and  indignity  from  the 
noble  family  of  mankind. 

The  Liberian  nation  and  people  are  proud  to  have 
traditionally  enjoyed  with  you,  Mr.  President,  and 
the  great  American  people  a  unique  and  special 
friendship  during  the  span  of  our  130  years  of 
independence.  We  have  drawn  exceptional  inspira- 
tion from  your  unrelenting  and  outstanding  lead- 
ership in  the  world  for  genuine  understanding 
and  productive  cooperation,  and  we  embrace  the 
fervent  hope  that  America's  innovative  initiative 
will  be  clearly  evident  in  man's  continuing  search 
for  peace  and  in  the  struggle  against  poverty,  ex- 
ploitation, suppression,  oppression,  injustice,  and 
human  indignity. 

It  is  indeed  our  deepest  wish,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  essence  of  the  spirit  of  '76  will  enrich 
the  living  conditions  of  our  one  world  so  that  all 
God's  children  may  obtain  a  better  quality  of  life 
in  a  framework  of  equality,  of  vibrant  opportunity, 
and  of  social  justice. 

We  ask  that  you  be  so  kind  as  to  accept  from 
the  government  and  people  of  Liberia,  and  in 
our  name,  Mr.  President,  our  fondest  wishes  for 
unprecedented  heights  of  happiness  and  achieve- 
ment for  the  enterprising,  most  industrious  and 
illustrious  Nation  and  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Thank  you. 
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Statement  on  Sugar  Imports.     September  21,  1976 

SINCE  JULY,  the  price  of  raw  sugar  has  steadily  decHned  and  is  now  below 
the  cost  of  production  for  most  U.S.  sugar  producers.  At  current  price  levels 
many  U.S.  sugar  beet  and  sugarcane  producers  are  unable  to  operate  profitably. 
I  have  watched  these  developments  v^ith  grov^ing  concern,  mindful  of  the 
important  contribution  that  our  sugar  industry  makes  to  the  national  economy. 
Consequently,  w^hen  prices  plummeted  in  August,  the  interagency  Task  Force 
on  Sugar  Policy  v^as  reconstituted  to  update  the  supply,  demand,  and  price  out- 
look for  the  remainder  of  1976  and  to  consider  the  policy  implications  of  these 
projections.  The  task  force  has  now  completed  its  review  and  has  reported  to 
me  its  analysis  of  the  problem  and  the  policy  options. 

After  reviewing  the  work  of  this  task  force,  and  determining  the  views  of 
Members  of  Congress  from  the  affected  areas,  I  have  decided  to  give  my  full 
support  to  the  request  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  for  an  escape  clause 
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investigation  by  the  U.S.  International  Trade  Commission  under  Section  201  of 
the  Trade  Act  of  1974. 1  fully  agree  with  the  Finance  Committee  that  this  mat- 
ter requires  a  full  and  complete  examination  by  the  USITC.  Further,  because  of 
the  urgency  of  the  problem  for  America's  sugar  producers,  I  am  asking  the 
USITC  to  expedite  its  review  and  to  report  its  findings  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  addition,  in  view  of  the  depressed  state  of  the  sugar  industry,  I  have  decided, 
pending  completion  of  the  USITC  investigation,  to  raise  the  duty  on  imported 
sugar  from  .625  cents  per  pound  to  1.875  cents  per  pound,  effective  immediately. 
Increased  custom  duties  will  offer  domestic  producers  some  protection  from 
imports  while  the  USITC  investigation  is  underway.  I  emphasize  that  this  is  an 
interim  measure  which  I  will  review  following  receipt  of  the  findings  of  the 
USITC  and  that  I  am  not  prejudging  the  eventual  findings  and  recommenda- 
tions of  the  USITC  with  respect  to  the  question  of  injury  or  possible  remedial 
measures. 

796 

Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission  Concerning  Sugar  Imports. 
September  21,  1976 

IT  IS  my  understanding  that  the  Senate  Finance  Committee,  acting  pursuant 
to  Section  201(b)(1)  of  the  Trade  Act  of  1974,  has  requested  that  the  U.S. 
International  Trade  Commission  begin  an  investigation  under  Section  201  of 
the  Trade  Act  to  determine  whether  United  States  sugar  producers  are  being 
harmed  or  threatened  with  harm  by  imports  of  sugar.  I  urge  the  Commission 
to  promptly  make  such  an  investigation  in  view  of  recent  trends  in  the  sugar 
industry. 

As  a  separate  action,  within  the  limits  of  my  authority  to  establish  appropriate 
rates  of  duty  for  sugar  provided  for  in  TSUS  items  155.20  and  155.30,  I  have 
proclaimed  a  rate  of  duty  applicable  to  such  sugar  imports  of  approximately  1.9 
cents  per  pound.  This  action  is  not  intended  to  prejudge  the  results  of  the  Com- 
mission's investigation. 

I  request  that  the  Commission  expedite  its  investigation  and  submit  its  report 
to  me  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[The  Honorable  Will  E.  Leonard,  Jr.,  Chairman,  U.S.  International  Trade  Commission,  Washington,  D.C. 
20436] 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Committee  Chairmen  Transmitting 
Report  on  the  Status  of  Indochina  Refugees. 
September  21,  1976 

IN  ACCORDANCE  with  the  provisions  of  the  Indochina  Migration  and 
Refugee  Assistance  Act  of  1975, 1  am  reporting  to  you  on  the  status  of  refugees 
from  Cambodia  and  South  Vietnam. 

We  have  made  and  continue  to  make  remarkable  progress  in  the  resettlement 
and  assimilation  of  the  Indochina  refugee  into  American  life.  This  progress 
has  been  made  possible  through  the  efforts  of  many  private  individuals  and 
through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  public  and  private  institutions.  Many  ref- 
ugees have  made  the  transition  into  American  life.  Others  require  financial, 
medical  or  educational  assistance.  As  my  report  to  you  shows,  that  assistance 
is  adequately  being  provided  through  several  federally  assisted  programs. 

Vast  strides  have  been  made  by  these  newcomers  to  our  country.  I  am  con- 
fident that  in  the  near  future,  they  will  achieve  full  citizenship  and  contribute 
greatly  to  our  society. 

Sincerely,  Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  Honorable   John   L.    McClellan,    Chairman,    Senate 

to  the  Honorable   James   O.   Easdand,   Chairman,  Committee  on  Appropriations;  and  the  Honorable 

Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  the  Honorable  George   H.   Mahon,    Chairman,   House    Committee 

Peter  W.  Rodino,  Chairman,  House  Committee  on  on  Appropriations. 

the   Judiciary;    the   Honorable    John    J.    Sparkman,  The    report    is    entitled    "HEW    Task    Force    for 

Chairman,  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  Indochina  Refugees,  Report  to  the  Congress,  Sep- 

the    Honorable    Thomas    E.    Morgan,    Chairman,  tember  20,  1976." 
House   Committee   on   International   Relations;   the 
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Toasts  of  the  President  and  President  William  R. 
Tolbert,  Jr.,  of  Liberia.     September  21,  1976 

President  Tolbert  and  Mrs,  Tolbert: 

Mrs.  Ford  and  all  of  our  guests  welcome  you  to  the  United  States  and  to  the 
White  House  on  this  occasion. 

Your  visit,  Mr.  President,  is  a  particularly  gratifying  occasion  because  of  our 
very  special  relationship  v^ith  Liberia  and  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  African 
state  visit  of  our  third  century  of  independence  for  the  United  States. 
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President  Monroe  presided  in  this  very  building  at  the  time  when  blacks 
from  this  country  created  Liberia  and  named  your  capital  city,  Monrovia,  after 
President  Monroe.  The  founding  of  Liberia  is  a  tribute  to  the  conscience  of 
mankind. 

As  President  of  Liberia,  you  have  served  not  only  as  your  country's  leader 
but  also  have  inspired  millions  throughout  the  w^orld  by  your  spiritual  calling. 
As  an  ordained  Baptist  minister  you  were  the  first  black  elected  President  of 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance.  And  we  are  proud  that  that  election  was  held  in 
the  United  States. 

We  meet  at  a  time,  on  this  occasion,  when  both  the  United  States  and  Liberia 
are  mindful  of  the  very  great  problems  in  southern  Africa.  We  agree  on  the 
urgent  need  for  action,  for  peace  and  justice  for  all  of  the  peoples  of  Africa. 

The  friendship  linking  our  two  countries  is  no  accident,  Mr.  President.  Our 
relations  rest  upon  a  basis,  a  foundation  of  shared  values  even  to  the  shared 
red,  white,  and  blue  of  our  two  respective  flags.  Our  relationship  is  nurtured 
by  the  mutual  respect  that  evolved  over  many,  many  years  to  meet  many  of  our 
mutual  challenges.  Mr.  President,  we  will  face  the  challenges  of  today  with 
the  insights  and  with  the  determination  developed  through  our  past 
cooperation. 

We  share  not  only  a  special  relationship  but  also  a  very  special  responsibility 
to  others.  Liberia  and  the  United  States  are,  after  all,  distinctive  among  nations. 
Ours  are  the  oldest  existing  repubUcs  on  our  respective  continents.  Our  con- 
stitutions, both  written  long,  long  ago,  remain  viable  and  living  documents. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  that  you  agree  with  me  that  freedom  is  too  precious 
a  gift  for  our  nations  to  reserve  only  for  ourselves.  We  must  stand  ready  to 
encourage  others,  all  those  who  strive  for  freedom,  reconciliation,  and  the  rights 
of  all  men,  whether  they  are  on  the  African  Continent  or  otherwise. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  for  Liberia's  courage  and  wisdom,  and  I  especially 
appreciate  your  very  wise  and  personal  counsel.  Liberia  can  count  on  the  United 
States  to  assist  and  support  the  Liberian  people,  just  as  the  United  States  has 
always  been  able  to  rely  on  the  Liberian  people. 

Mr.  President,  when  your  grandparents  emigrated  from  the  United  States 
to  Liberia  just  a  few  years  ago,  we  lost  two  valuable  American  citizens,  but 
Liberia  gained  a  great  President. 

Now,  may  I  ask  all  of  you  to  join  me  in  a  tribute  to  the  President  of  Liberia 
and  Mrs.  Tolbert,  a  heartfelt  welcome  to  Washington,  and  to  Liberia  and  to 
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the  United  States  of  America.  May  they  ever  be  firm  and  very  fast  friends 
inspired  by  a  common  vision  of  liberty. 


note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:25  p.m.  in  the 
State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House.  President 
Tolbert  responded  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Mrs.  Ford,  distinguished  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  friends: 

On  this,  our  first  state  visit  to  the  United  States, 
we  are  indeed  overwhelmed  with  joy  to  be  here 
with  you  and  to  enjoy  at  evening  time  the  loveliness 
of  a  warm  American  fellowship. 

We  are  deeply  grateful,  Mr.  President,  not  only 
for  this  cordially  exceptional  White  House  hospitality 
but  also  for  your  extraordinarily  kind  invitation  to 
share  in  the  joys  of  the  American  Bicentennial. 

Indeed,  we  are  imbued  on  this  occasion  with 
signal  salutations  for  your  astounding  achievements 
and  filled  with  great  pride  and  expectations  as  you 
enter  upon  your  third  century  of  independence,  a 
unique  and  unified  people,  strong  and  proud,  and 
a  haven  of  opportunity  and  liberty;  a  foremost  na- 
tion of  nations  wherein  the  seeds  of  all  humanity  can 
blossom  and  flower  in  the  realization  of  their  fullest 
potential. 

The  selection  of  dainties  you  have  so  graciously 
afforded  us  in  this  most  impressive  setting  can  be 
likened,  Mr.  President,  on  a  banquet  of  superb 
grandeur.  How  be  it,  Mr.  President,  my  actual 
indulgence  and  sincerity  to  express  that  my  happi- 
ness is  in  part  subdued  as  I  reflect  upon  the  violent 
oppression  and  continuing  brutal  repression  and 
massacre  of  my  brothers  and  sisters,  being  all  of 
the  family  of  man,  in  Zimbabwe,  Namibia,  and 
South  Africa  at  this  time. 

Nevertheless,  with  emphasis,  Mr.  President,  I 
confirm  that  we  are  thrilled  to  be  in  your  midst 
as  you  joyfully  celebrate  two  centennials  of  dis- 
tinction, and  extend  profound  congratulations  to 
you  and  all  the  American  people,  not  only  for  the 
historic  triumphs  of  the  past  but  also  for  the  current 
validity  of  unrelenting  devotion  to  those  invincible 
and  eternal  truths  which,  alas,  must  elevate  the  fam- 
ily of  man  and  of  nations. 

We  are  highly  appreciative  of  the  gracious  op- 
portunity earlier  afforded  us  today  in  the  Oval 
Office  to  consider  with  you  some  of  the  urgent 
priorities  of  our  world  and  also  the  development  in 
Liberia.  And  we  are  deeply  grateful  both  for  your 
understanding  of  the  problems  which  we  face  and 
for  the  assurances  yan  have  given  of  continued  aid 
and   assistance   in   an   ever-increasing   manner. 

This  time  the  consideration  is  truly  encouraging 
and  can  only  be  indicative  of  the  special  relations 
between  our  two  countries,  of  which  we  can  be 
justly  proud.  It  is  uplifting  to  all  mankind  when 
America  champions  the  advent  of  the  new  order 


of  economic  equity  and  prosperity  for  all  nations 
of  our  one  world. 

It  is  indeed  exhilarating  to  mankind  when 
America  successfully  displays  in  space  the  limit- 
less technological  ingenuity  and  superiority  of  the 
human  specie  over  the  universe  of  nature.  It  indeed 
ennobles  the  human  family  when  America  con- 
tinues in  her  third  century  the  exercise  of  a  courage- 
ous leadership  role  in  securing  dignity  and  inde- 
pendence for  the  oppressed  and  repressed  peoples 
across  the  globe,  particularly  at  this  time  in  south- 
ern Africa,  thus  upholding  her  firm  democratic 
traditions  in  the  interest  of  world  security  and 
peace. 

In  this  regard,  Mr.  President,  I  assure  you  that 
we  are  deeply  heartened  by  the  positive  and  mean- 
ingful initiatives  and  diplomatic  interventions  for 
peace  that  you  and  your  government  are  under- 
taking during  this  year  of  America's  Bicentennial 
through  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  to  end  the 
most  serious  South  African  conflict,  which  is  cru- 
cial— indeed  crucial — to  all  Africa  and  must  be  of 
concern  to  the  whole  world. 

Accordingly,  it  is  our  ardent  hope  that  America 
will  continue  among  nations  to  build  constructively 
upon  its  moral  and  its  industrial  stature. 

The  strength  of  Liberia's  existence  is  embedded 
in  the  unyielding  and  unconquerable  spirit  of 
America.  Having  stood  unswervingly  and  fearlessly 
for  one  century  and  three  decades  upon  the  same 
democratic  ideals  which  led  to  the  founding  of  the 
American  Nation,  Liberia  has  steadfastly  kept  aloft 
the  torch  of  liberty  and  democracy  in  Africa,  pre- 
saging upon  our  continent  the  new  age  of  total 
African  emancipation. 

We  firmly  hold  those  truths  in  sacred  and  prag- 
matic relevance  to  our  victorious  national  design 
that  our  people,  under  God,  should  become  more 
solidly  interwoven  and  enterprising,  more  skill- 
fully productive  and  prosperous. 

Liberia  has  a  rendezvous  with  developmental 
reconstruction.  With  increasing  health  programs 
and  expanding  educational  facilities,  Liberians  are 
acting  now  to  widen  yet  the  vistas  of  opportunity 
for  all  of  our  people,  with  greater  emphasis  being 
placed  on  those  within  the  distant  rural  areas  of 
the  country,  and  rightly  so. 

Through  total  civic  involvement,  through  mod- 
ern infrastructural  improvement  and  rural  inte- 
grated development,  we  are  acting  now  to  tighten 
still  the  treasured  bonds  of  national  unity.  By 
means  of  the  free  enterprise  system,  by  a  policy  of 
productive  copartnership  with  other  nations  and 
with  our  foreign  investors,  and  by  dedicated  and 
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responsible  husbandry  of  all  our  resources,  we  are  and  promise  must  remain  indeed  commanding,  to 

acting  now  to  brighten  yet  the  eager  prospects  for  signal  the  course  of  victory  for  an  expanding  and 

unprecedented  national  prosperity.  wholesome  functioning  world  society. 

Liberians   are   actively   aware   that  the   spirit   of  In  this  enterprise  of  hope  and  action,  Mr.  Pres- 

America  has  a  uniquely  infectious   quality.   Thus,  ident,  wc  in  Liberia — as  trusted  friends,  and  will 

to  an  aspiring  and  emerging  world,  it  is  my  con-  remain    so — can    certainly   pledge   our   sincere   and 

viction  that  this  land  and  people  must  remain  a  solemn  endeavor  to  dispel  despair,  to  defeat  dejec^ 

towering    pillar    of    strength,    courage,    enterprise,  tion  and,  in  an  environment  of  mutual  respect  and 

and  challenge,  inspiring  all   nations.  reciprocal    friendship,    to    join    unremittingly    with 

To   peoples  struggling   still   under   the   yoke   of  you   in   consolidating  constructive  cooperation  and 

violent  oppression,  America  must  continue  to  tend  productive  interdependence  among  all  peoples  and 

and  fend  and  fan  the  flame  of  freedom,  justice,  and  nations  of  our  one  world. 

human  dignity.  To  nations  entangled  in  the  intri-  Distinguished  ladies  and  gentlemen,  may  I  ask 

cacies  of  economic  exploitation,  American  ingenu-  you   to   stand.    Raise   your   glasses    with   me   as   I 

ity   must   set   the   pace   in   resolving  the   issues  of  proffer  the  health   of  the  President   of  the   great 

global  restructure  and  reform — an  excellent  nation  United  States.  And  to  the  peoples  of  the  United 

in  command.  States    of   America,    our   fondest   hopes    and    best 

As  she  embarks  upon  another  centennial  destiny  wishes  for  continuing  dynamic  and  magnetic  suc- 

and   destinies   still   to  follow,   America's  challenge  cess.  The  President. 
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Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  a  Protocol  To  Amend  the 
United  States-United  Kingdom  Convention  on  Taxation  and 
Fiscal  Evasion.     September  22,  1976 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

With  a  view  to  receiving  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification, 
I  transmit  herewith  the  Protocol  signed  at  London  on  August  26,  1976,  amend- 
ing the  Convention  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Northern 
Ireland  for  the  Avoidance  of  Double  Taxation  and  the  Prevention  of  Fiscal 
Evasion  with  Respect  to  Taxes  on  Income  and  Capital  Gains,  signed  at  London 
on  December  31,  1975,  as  amended  by  Notes  exchanged  at  London  on  April  13, 
1976.  For  the  information  of  the  Senate,  I  also  transmit  a  covering  report  of  the 
Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the  Protocol. 

The  Convention,  along  with  the  amending  Notes  and  this  Protocol,  would 
promote  closer  cooperation  and  more  active  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  the  United  Kingdom. 

I  urge  the  Senate  to  give  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratification  to  the  Con- 
vention, the  exchange  of  Notes,  and  to  this  Protocol,  at  any  early  date. 

T-L       TT7U  •         T  T  GeRALD  R.  FoRD 

The  White  House, 
September  22,  1976. 

note:  The  protocol  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  Q  (94th  Cong.,  2d  sess.). 
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800 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Department  of  Defense 
Appropriations  Act,  1977.     September  22,  1976 

Secretary  Rumsfeld,  distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  members 
of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  leaders  in  military-oriented  and  veterans  organiza- 
tions, ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  about  to  sign  into  law  the  defense  appropriation  bill  for  fiscal  year  1977. 
This  legislation  represents  substantial  progress  toward  meeting  the  essential 
national  defense  requirements  that  I  recommended  to  the  Congress  in  January. 
This  bill  helps  to  reverse  a  steady  decline  in  the  real  resources  devoted  to  na- 
tional security,  which  had  become  a  pattern.  After  8  years  of  decline  we  are 
providing  for  real  growth  in  defense  spending. 

I  beUeve  this  bill  reflects  a  new  awareness  that  this  country  can  no  longer 
shortchange  our  national  defense  efforts.  I  commend  the  Congress  and  its 
leadership  for  joining  with  the  administration  in  reversing  this  trend.  I  am 
convinced  that  this  new  pattern  must  and  will  be  sustained  in  future  years,  and 
I  am  personally,  fully  committed  to  it.  I  will  ensure  that  America's  military 
forces  remain  unsurpassed,  as  they  are  today.  But  while  this  bill  represents 
real  progress,  there  is  more  to  be  done. 

First,  I  have  directed  a  number  of  actions  to  achieve  major  economies  in  the 
operation  of  the  Defense  Department.  Other  economies  which  would  have  saved 
approximately  $16  billion  over  a  5-year  period  required  affirmative  legislative 
action.  Unfortunately,  the  Congress  has  thus  far  failed  to  act  on  a  majority 
of  these  issues. 

Second,  Congress  has  failed  to  authorize  certain  programs  that  are  essential 
to  our  long-term  defense  policy.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  shipbuilding 
area. 

Third,  Congress  has  added  funds  for  programs  which  I  did  not  request  in 
fiscal  year  1977,  funds  which  should  be  used  instead  for  more  important  pro- 
grams that  Congress  rejected.  That  is  why,  on  August  23,  I  found  it  necessary 
to  resubmit  authorization  requests  totaling  $2.4  billion  to  cover  what  I  con- 
sidered critical  programs  which  were  not  approved  by  the  Congress.  At  the 
same  time,  I  also  asked  for  the  deletion  of  programs  totaling  $584  million  in 
this  fiscal  year,  suggesting  that  these  funds  be  applied  against  the  programs 
that  I  had  requested. 

I  am  very  pleased  that  the  conferees  in  the  House  and  Senate  for  the  legis- 
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lative  appropriation  bill  have  agreed  to  some  of  the  steps  that  I  have  recom- 
mended. This  defense  bill,  hov^ever,  represents,  overall,  very  real  progress,  but 
there  are  other  measures  that  I  feel  must  be  taken. 

The  shipbuilding  program  is  of  critical  importance  to  our  future  ability  to 
control  the  seas  in  the  event  of  conflict.  The  Seapower  Subcommitte  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Armed  Services  has  unanimously  approved  a  $L1  billion 
program  to  begin  work  on  the  additional  ships  needed  to  strengthen  our  Navy. 
I  urgently  call  oh  the  Congress  to  approve  this  program  before  adjournment,  so 
that  wc  can  be  assured  our  continued  naval  superiority  during  the  next  two 
decades. 

I  thank  in  particular  those  of  you  here  today.  I  know  and  I  deeply  appreciate 
the  efforts  of  all  of  you  with  respect  to  our  national  security.  I  share  your  dedi- 
cation, and  I  share  with  you  the  valuable  contributions  that  you  have  made  to 
the  Nation's  freedom. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

[At  this  point,  the  President  signed  H.R.  14262.] 

Again,  thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  We  are  very  grateful  for  your  con- 
tributions and  your  support,  and  we  will  be  continuing  to  sustain  this  effort 
which  is  so  important. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:47  p.m.  at  a  cere-        Donald  H.  Rumsfeld. 

mony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  14262)  is  Public  Law 

opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Secretary  of  Defense       94-419  (90  Stat.  1279). 
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Memorandum  on  Recombinant  DNA  Experiments. 
September  22,  1976 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  Agencies 

On  June  23  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  released  guidelines  for  the  con- 
duct of  research  involving  the  creation  of  nev^  forms  of  life  used  in  studying 
genetics  (recombinant  DNA  [Deoxyribonucleic  acid]  experiments).  These 
guidelines  establish  carefully  controlled  conditions  for  experiments  in  which 
foreign  genes  are  inserted  into  microorganisms,  such  as  bacteria.  The  objective 
of  the  guidelines  is  the  containment  of  these  possibly  dangerous  organisms 
w^hile  permitting  research  of  great  potential  benefit  to  mankind. 
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The  guidelines  extend  a  moratorium  that  the  scientists  themselves  imposed 
on  certain  experiments  involving  recombinant  DNA.  I  am  advised  by  the 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  that  recombinant  DNA  research 
has  great  potential  in  medicine  as  v^ell  as  in  science  and  technology  generally. 
There  are  risks,  how^ever.  The  NIH  guidelines  prohibit  certain  types  of  experi- 
ments and  require  special  safety  conditions  for  other  experiments.  The  pro- 
visions are  designed  to  afford  protection  with  a  v^ide  margin  of  safety  to 
workers  and  the  environment. 

The  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  expects  these  guidelines 
to  be  supported  by  the  largest  part  of  the  scientific  community  and  will  use 
them  to  govern  research  at  laboratories  of  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  and 
at  those  of  its  grantees  and  contractors. 

Secretary  Mathews  will  be  convening  an  interagency  committee  to  review 
Federal  policies  on  the  conduct  of  research  involving  recombinant  DNA. 

I  expect  the  full  cooperation  of  each  department  and  agency  conducting  or 
supporting  recombinant  DNA  experiments  with  Secretary  Mathews,  who  will 
take  the  lead  in  this. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Rescissions  and  Deferrals.     September  22,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewidi  propose 
three  rescissions  of  1977  budget  authority  totalling  $134.1  million.  The  rescission 
proposals  affect  programs  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  the  Departments  of  the 
Interior  and  Transportation. 

In  addition,  I  am  reporting  an  increase  of  $133,000  to  a  1976  and  transition 
quarter  deferral  involving  the  wildlife  conservation,  etc.,  military  reservations 
programs. 

The  details  of  the  proposed  rescissions  and  the  revised  deferral  are  contained 

in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  White  House, 
September  22, 1976. 

note:  The  attachments  detaiUng  the  rescissions  and  deferral  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  Septem- 
ber 27,  1976  (41  FR  42346). 
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Presidential  Campaign  Debate  of 

September  23,  1976 

The  Moderator.  I  am  Edwin  Newman,  moderator  of  this  first  debate  of  the 
1976  campaign  between  Gerald  R.  Ford  of  Michigan,  RepubHcan  candidate  for 
President,  and  Jimmy  Carter  of  Georgia,  Democratic  candidate  for  President. 

We  thank  you,  President  Ford,  and  we  thank  you.  Governor  Carter,  for  being 
with  us  tonight. 

There  are  to  be  three  debates  between  the  Presidential  candidates  and  one 
between  the  Vice-Presidential  candidates.  All  are  being  arranged  by  the  League 
of  Women  Voters  Education  Fund. 

Tonight's  debate,  the  first  between  Presidential  candidates  in  16  years  and  the 
first  ever  in  which  an  incumbent  President  has  participated,  is  taking  place 
before  an  audience  in  the  Walnut  Street  Theatre  in  Philadelphia,  just  3  blocks 
from  Independence  Hall.  The  television  audience  may  reach  100  million  in 
the  United  States  and  many  millions  overseas. 

Tonight's  debate  focuses  on  domestic  and  economic  policy.  Questions  will  be 
put  by  Frank  Reynolds  of  ABC  News,  James  Gannon  of  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  and  Elizabeth  Drew  of  the  New  Yorker  magazine. 

Under  the  agreed  rules  the  first  question  will  go  to  Governor  Carter.  That  was 
decided  by  the  toss  of  a  coin.  He  will  have  up  to  3  minutes  to  answer.  One  fol- 
lowup  question  will  be  permitted  with  up  to  2  minutes  to  reply.  President  Ford 
will  then  have  2  minutes  to  respond. 

The  next  question  will  go  to  President  Ford,  with  the  same  time  arrange- 
ments, and  questions  will  continue  to  be  alternated  between  the  candidates. 
Each  man  will  make  a  3-minute  statement  at  the  end,  Governor  Carter  to  go 
first. 

President  Ford  and  Governor  Carter  do  not  have  any  notes  or  prepared 
remarks  with  them  this  evening. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  your  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  Mr.  President,  Governor  Carter. 

Governor,  in  an  interview  with  the  Associated  Press  last  week,  you  said  you 
beUeved  these  debates  would  alleviate  a  lot  of  concern  that  some  voters  have 
about  you.  Well,  one  of  those  concerns — not  an  uncommon  one  about  candidates 
in  any  year— is  that  many  voters  say  they  don't  really  know  where  you  stand. 

Now,  you  have  made  jobs  your  number  one  priority,  and  you  have  said  you 
are  committed  to  a  drastic  reduction  in  unemployment.  Can  you  say  now,  Gov- 
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ernor,  in  specific  terms  what  your  first  step  would  be  next  January,  if  you  are 
elected,  to  achieve  that  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Yes.  First  of  all  it's  to  recognize  the  tremendous  economic 
strength  of  this  country  and  to  set  the  putting  back  to  work  of  our  people  as  a 
top  priority.  This  is  an  effort  that  ought  to  be  done  primarily  by  strong  leader- 
ship in  the  White  House,  the  inspiration  of  our  people,  the  tapping  of  business, 
agriculture,  industry,  labor,  and  government  at  all  levels  to  work  on  this  project. 
We  will  never  have  an  end  to  the  inflationary  spiral,  and  we  will  never  have  a 
balanced  budget  until  we  get  our  people  back  to  work. 

There  are  several  things  that  can  be  done  specifically  that  are  not  now  being 
done:  first  of  all,  to  channel  research  and  development  funds  into  areas  that 
will  provide  large  numbers  of  jobs;  secondly,  we  need  to  have  a  commitment  in 
the  private  sector  to  cooperate  with  government  in  matters  like  housing.  Here, 
a  very  small  investment  of  taxpayers'  money  in  the  housing  field  can  bring  large 
numbers  of  extra  jobs,  in  the  guarantee  of  mortgage  loans,  in  the  putting  for- 
ward of  202  programs  for  housing  for  older  people  and  so  forth,  to  cut  down  the 
roughly  20-percent  unemployment  that  now  exists  in  the  construction  industry. 

Another  thing  is  to  deal  with  our  needs  in  the  central  cities  where  the  unem- 
ployment rate  is  extremely  high — sometimes  among  minority  groups,  those  who 
don't  speak  English  or  who  are  black  or  young  people — a  40-percent  unemploy- 
ment. Here,  a  CCC  [Civilian  Conservation  Corps] -type  program  would  be 
appropriate,  to  channel  money  into  the  sharing  with  private  sector  and  also 
local  and  State  governments  to  employ  young  people  who  are  now  out  of  work. 

Another  very  important  aspect  of  our  economy  would  be  to  increase  produc- 
tion in  every  way  possible,  to  hold  down  taxes  on  individuals,  and  to  shift  the 
tax  burdens  on  to  those  who  have  avoided  paying  taxes  in  the  past. 

These  kinds  of  specific  things,  none  of  which  are  being  done  now,  would  be 
a  great  help  in  reducing  unemployment. 

There  is  an  additional  factor  that  needs  to  be  done  and  covered  very  succinctly, 
and  that  is  to  make  sure  that  we  have  a  good  relationship  between  management, 
business  on  the  one  hand  and  labor  on  the  other. 

In  a  lot  of  places  where  unemployment  is  very  high,  we  might  channel 
specific,  targeted  job  opportunities  by  paying  part  of  the  salary  of  unemployed 
people  and  also  sharing  with  local  governments  the  payment  of  salaries,  which 
would  let  us  cut  down  the  unemployment  rate  much  lower  before  we  hit  the 
inflationary  level. 

But  I  believe  that  by  the  end  of  the  first  4  years  of  the  next  term,  we  could 
have  the  unemployment  rate  down  to  3  percent— adult  unemployment— which 
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is  about  4  to  4^2  percent  overall,  a  controlled  inflation  rate,  and  have  a  balanced 
growth  of  about  4  to  6  percent,  around  5  percent,  w^hich  vv^ould  give  us  a  balanced 
budget. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  Governor,  in  the  event  you  are  successful  and  you  do  achieve 
a  drastic  drop  in  unemployment,  that  is  likely  to  create  additional  pressure  on 
prices.  How^  willing  are  you  to  consider  an  incomes  policy;  in  other  words,  wage 
and  price  controls  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  we  now  have  such  a  low  utilization  of  our  productive 
capacity,  about  73  percent — I  think  it's  about  the  lowest  since  the  Great  Depres- 
sion years — and  such  a  high  unemployment  rate  now — 7.9  percent — that  we 
have  a  long  way  to  go  in  getting  people  to  work  before  we  have  the  inflationary 
pressures.  And  I  think  this  would  be  easy  to  accomplish,  to  get  jobs  now  without 
having  the  strong  inflationary  pressures  that  would  be  necessary. 

I  would  not  favor  the  payment  of  a  given  fixed  income  to  people  unless  they 
are  not  able  to  work.  But  with  tax  incentives  for  the  low-income  groups,  we 
could  build  up  their  income  levels  above  the  poverty  level  and  not  make  wel- 
fare more  profitable  than  work. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  President,  your  response  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  that  Mr.  Carter  has  been  any  more  specific  in 
this  case  than  he  has  been  on  many  other  instances.  I  notice  particularly  that  he 
didn't  endorse  the  Humphrey-Hawkins  bill,  which  he  has  on  occasions  and 
which  is  included  as  a  part  of  the  Democratic  platform.  That  legislation  allegedly 
would  help  our  unemployment,  but  we  all  know  that  it  would  have  controlled 
our  economy.  It  would  have  added  $10  to  $30  billion  each  year  in  additional 
expenditures  by  the  Federal  Government.  It  would  have  called  for  export  con- 
trols on  agricultural  products. 

In  my  judgment  the  best  way  to  get  jobs  is  to  expand  the  private  sector,  where 
five  out  of  six  jobs  today  exist  in  our  economy.  We  can  do  that  by  reducing 
Federal  taxes,  as  I  proposed  about  a  year  ago  when  I  called  for  a  tax  reduction 
of  $28  billion,  three-quarters  of  it  to  go  to  private  taxpayers  and  one-quarter  to 
the  business  sector.  We  could  add  to  jobs  in  the  major  metropolitan  areas  by 
a  proposal  that  I  recommended  that  would  give  tax  incentives  to  business  to 
move  into  the  inner  city  and  to  expand  or  to  build  new  plants  so  that  they  would 
take  a  plant  or  expand  a  plant  where  people  are  and  people  are  currently 
unemployed. 

We  could  also  help  our  youth  with  some  of  the  proposals  that  would  give  to 
young  people  an  opportunity  to  work  and  learn  at  the  same  time,  just  like  we 
give  money  to  young  people  who  are  going  to  college. 
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Those  are  the  kind  of  specifics  that  I  think  we  have  to  discuss  on  these  debates, 
and  these  are  the  kind  of  programs  that  I  will  talk  about  on  my  time. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Gannon,  your  question  to  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Gannon.  Mr.  President,  I  would  Hke  to  continue  for  a  moment  on  this 
question  of  taxes  which  you  have  just  raised.  You  have  said  that  you  favor  more 
tax  cuts  for  middle-income  Americans,  even  those  earning  up  to  $30,000  a  year. 
That  presumably  would  cost  the  Treasury  quite  a  bit  of  money  in  lost  revenue. 

In  view  of  the  very  large  budget  deficits  that  you  have  accumulated  and 
that  are  still  in  prospect,  how  is  it  possible  to  promise  further  tax  cuts  and  to 
reach  your  goal  of  balancing  the  budget  ? 

The  President.  At  the  time,  Mr.  Gannon,  that  I  made  the  recommendation 
for  a  $28  billion  tax  cut — three-quarters  of  it  to  go  to  individual  taxpayers  and 
25  percent  to  American  business — I  said  at  the  same  time  that  we  had  to  hold 
the  lid  on  Federal  spending;  that  for  every  dollar  of  a  tax  reduction,  we  had 
to  have  an  equal  reduction  in  Federal  expenditures — a  one-for-one  proposition. 
And  I  recommended  that  to  the  Congress  with  a  budget  ceiling  of  $395  billion, 
and  that  would  have  permitted  us  to  have  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction. 

In  my  tax  reduction  program  for  middle-income  taxpayers,  I  recommended 
that  the  Congress  increase  personal  exemptions  from  $750  per  person  to  $1,000 
per  person.  That  would  mean,  of  course,  that  for  a  family  of  four  that  that 
family  would  have  $1,000  more  personal  exemption,  money  that  they  could 
spend  for  their  own  purposes,  money  that  the  Government  wouldn't  have  to 
spend.  But  if  we  keep  the  lid  on  Federal  spending,  which  I  think  we  can  with 
the  help  of  the  Congress,  we  can  justify  fully  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction. 

In  the  budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  in  January  of  this  year,  I 
recommended  a  50-percent  cutback  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending. 
For  the  last  10  years  the  budget  of  the  United  States  has  grown  from  about  11 
percent  per  year.  We  can't  afford  that  kind  of  growth  in  Federal  spending. 
And  in  the  budget  that  I  recommended,  we  cut  it  in  half-— a  growth  rate  of 
5  to  5^4  percent.  With  that  kind  of  limitation  on  Federal  spending,  we  can 
fully  justify  the  tax  reductions  that  I  have  proposed.  And  it  seems  to  me,  with 
the  stimulant  of  more  money  in  the  hands  of  the  taxpayer  and  with  more 
money  in  the  hands  of  business  to  expand,  to  modernize,  to  provide  more  jobs, 
our  economy  will  be  stimulated  so  that  we  will  get  more  revenue,  and  we  will 
have  a  more  prosperous  economy. 

Mr.  Gannon.  Mr.  President,  to  follow  up  a  moment,  the  Congress  has  passed 
a  tax  bill  which  is  before  you  now  which  did  not  meet  exactly  the  sort  of  out- 
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line  that  you  requested.  What  is  your  intention  on  that  bill  since  it  doesn't 
meet  your  requirements  ?  Do  you  plan  to  sign  that  bill  ? 

The  President.  That  tax  bill  does  not  entirely  meet  the  criteria  that  I  estab- 
lished. I  think  the  Congress  should  have  added  another  $10  billion  reduction 
in  personal  income  taxes,  including  the  increase  of  personal  exemptions  from 
$750  to  $1,000.  And  Congress  could  have  done  that  if  the  budget  committees 
of  the  Congress  and  the  Congress  as  a  whole  had  not  increased  the  spending 
that  I  recommended  in  the  budget.  I  am  sure  you  know^  that  in  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Congress,  they  have  added  about  $17  billion  in  more  spending 
by  the  Congress  over  the  budget  that  I  recommended.  So,  I  w^ould  prefer  in  that 
tax  bill  to  have  an  additional  tax  cut  and  a  further  limitation  on  Federal 
spending. 

Nov^,  this  tax  bill  that  hasn't  reached  the  White  House  yet— but  is  expected 
in  a  day  or  tv^o — it's  about  1,500  pages.  It  has  some  good  provisions  in  it;  it 
has  left  out  some  that  I  have  recommended,  unfortunately.  On  the  other  hand, 
v^hen  you  have  a  bill  of  that  magnitude,  with  those  many  provisions,  a  Presi- 
dent has  to  sit  and  decide  if  there  is  more  good  than  bad.  And  from  the  analysis 
that  I  have  made  so  far,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  tax  bill  does  justify  my  signa- 
ture and  my  approval. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter,  your  response. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  Mr.  Ford  is  changing  considerably  his  previous  philos- 
ophy. The  present  tax  structure  is  a  disgrace  to  this  country.  It's  just  a  welfare 
program  for  the  rich.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  25  percent  of  the  total  tax  deductions 
go  for  only  1  percent  of  the  richest  people  in  this  country,  and  over  50  percent 
of  the  tax  credits  go  for  the  14  percent  of  the  richest  people  in  this  country. 

When  Mr.  Ford  first  became  President  in  August  of  1974,  the  first  thing  he 
did  in  October  was  to  ask  for  a  $4.7  billion  increase  in  taxes  on  our  people  in 
the  midst  of  the  heaviest  recession  since  the  Great  Depression  of  the  1940's. 
In  January  of  1975,  he  asked  for  a  tax  change,  a  $5.6  billion  increase  on  low- 
and  middle-income  private  individuals,  a  $6^  billion  decrease  on  the  corpora- 
tions and  the  special  interests.  In  December  of  1975,  he  vetoed  the  roughly  $18 
to  $20  billion  tax  reduction  bill  that  had  been  passed  by  the  Congress.  And 
then  he  came  back  later  on  in  January  of  this  year,  and  he  did  advocate  a  $10 
billion  tax  reduction,  but  it  would  be  offset  by  a  $6  billion  increase  this  coming 
January  in  deductions  for  social  security  payments  and  for  unemployment 
compensation. 

The  whole  philosophy  of  the  Republican  Party,  including  my  opponent, 
has  been  to  pile  on  taxes  on  low-income  people,  to  take  them  off  on  the  corpo- 
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rations.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  the  late  sixties  when  Mr.  Nixon  took  ofiSce, 
we've  had  a  reduction  in  the  percentage  of  taxes  paid  by  corporations  from  30 
percent  down  to  about  20  percent.  We've  had  an  increase  in  taxes  paid  by  in- 
dividuals, payroll  taxes,  from  14  percent  up  to  20  percent.  This  is  what  the 
Republicans  have  done  to  us.  This  is  why  tax  reform  is  so  important. 

The  Moderator.  Mrs.  Drew,  your  question  to  Governor  Carter. 

Ms.  Drew.  Governor  Carter,  you've  proposed  a  number  of  new  or  enlarged 
programs,  including  jobs  and  health,  welfare  reform,  child  care,  aid  to  educa- 
tion, aid  to  cities,  changes  in  social  security  and  housing  subsidies.  You've  also 
said  that  you  want  to  balance  the  budget  by  the  end  of  your  first  term.  Now, 
you  haven't  put  a  price  tag  on  those  programs,  but  even  if  we  priced  them  con- 
servatively, and  we  count  for  full  employment  by  the  end  of  your  first  term, 
and  we  count  for  the  economic  growth  that  would  occur  during  that  period, 
there  still  isn't  enough  money  to  pay  for  those  programs  and  balance  the  budget 
by  any  estimates  that  I've  been  able  to  see. 

So,  in  that  case,  what  would  give  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is.  If  we  assume  a  rate  of  growth 
of  our  economy  equivalent  to  what  it  was  during  President  Johnson  and  Presi- 
dent Kennedy,  even  before  the  Vietnamese  war,  and  if  we  assume  that,  at  the 
end  of  the  4-year  period  we  can  cut  our  unemployment  rate  down  to  4  to  4^2 
percent.  Under  those  circumstances,  even  assuming  no  elimination  of  unneces- 
sary programs  and  assuming  an  increase  in  the  allotment  of  money  to  finance 
programs  increasing  as  the  inflation  rate  does,  my  economic  projects,  I  think 
confirmed  by  the  House  and  the  Senate  committees,  have  been,  with  a  $60 
billion  extra  amount  of  money  that  can  be  spent  in  fiscal  year  '81 — which  would 
be  the  last  year  of  this  next  term — within  that  $60  billion  increase,  there  would 
be  fit  the  programs  that  I  promised  the  American  people.  I  might  say,  too, 
that  if  we  see  that  these  goals  cannot  be  reached — and  I  believe  they  are  reason- 
able goals — then  I  would  cut  back  on  the  rate  of  implementation  of  new  pro- 
grams in  order  to  accommodate  a  balanced  budget  by  fiscal  year  '81,  which  is 
the  last  year  of  the  next  term. 

I  believe  that  we  ought  to  have  a  balanced  budget  during  normal  economic 
circumstances.  And  these  projections  have  been  very  carefully  made.  I  stand  be- 
hind them.  And  if  they  should  be  in  error  slightly  on  the  down  side,  then  I  will 
phase  in  the  programs  that  we've  advocated  more  slowly. 

Ms.  Drew.  Governor,  according  to  the  budget  committees  of  the  Congress 
that  you  referred  to,  if  we  get  to  full  employment,  what  they  project  at  a 
4-percent  unemployment  and,  as  you  say,  even  allowing  for  the  inflation  in  the 
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programs,  there  would  not  be  anything  more  than  a  surplus  of  $5  billion  by  1981. 
Conservative  estimates  of  your  programs  w^ould  be  that  they'd  be  about  $85  to 
$100  billion.  So,  how  do  you  say  that  you  are  going  to  be  able  to  do  these  things 
and  balance  the  budget  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  the  assumption  that  you  have  described  that's  different 
is  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  our  economy. 

Ms.  Drew.  No,  they  took  that  into  account  in  those  figures. 

Mr.  Carter.  I  believe  that  it's  accurate  to  say  that  the  committees  to  whom 
you  refer,  with  the  employment  rate  that  you  state  and  with  the  5  to  5]^  percent 
growth  rate  in  our  economy,  that  the  projections  would  be  a  $60  billion  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  money  that  we  have  to  spend  in  1981  compared  to 
now. 

And  in  that  framework  would  be  fit  any  improvements  in  the  programs. 
Now,  this  does  not  include  any  extra  control  over  unnecessary  spending,  the 
weeding  out  of  obsolete  or  obsolescent  programs.  We  will  have  a  safety  version 
built  in  with  complete  reorganization  of  the  executive  branch  of  Government, 
which  I  am  pledged  to  do. 

The  present  bureaucratic  structure  of  the  Federal  Government  is  a  mess. 
And  if  I  am  elected  President,  that's  going  to  be  a  top  priority  of  mine — to 
completely  revise  the  structure  of  the  Federal  Government  to  make  it  eco- 
nomical, efficient,  purposeful,  and  manageable  for  a  change.  And  also,  I  am 
going  to  institute  zero-base  budgeting,  which  I  used  4  years  in  Georgia,  which 
assesses  every  program  every  year  and  eliminates  those  programs  that  are 
obsolete  or  obsolescent. 

But  with  these  projections  we  will  have  a  balanced  budget  by  fiscal  year 
1981  if  I  am  elected  President,  keep  my  promises  to  the  American  people.  And 
it's  just  predicated  on  very  modest,  but  I  think  accurate,  projections  of  employ- 
ment increases  and  a  growth  in  our  national  economy  equal  to  what  was  ex- 
perienced under  Kennedy,  Johnson,  before  the  Vietnam  war. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  If  it  is  true  that  there  will  be  a  $60  billion  surplus  by  fiscal 
year  1981,  rather  than  spend  that  money  for  all  the  new  programs  that  Gover- 
nor Carter  recommends  and  endorses  and  which  are  included  in  the  Demo- 
cratic platform,  I  think  the  American  taxpayer  ought  to  get  an  additional  tax 
break,  a  tax  reduction  of  that  magnitude.  I  feel  that  the  taxpayers  are  the 
ones  that  need  the  relief.  I  don't  think  we  should  add  additional  programs  of 
the  magnitude  that  Governor  Carter  talks  about. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  tax  structure  today  has  rates  that  are  too  high.  But  I  am 
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very  glad  to  point  out  has  since  1969,  during  a  Republican  administration,  we 
have  had  10  million  people  taken  off  of  the  tax  rolls  at  the  low^er  end  of  the  tax- 
payer area.  And  at  the  same  time,  assuming  that  I  sign  the  tax  bill  that  was 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Gannon,  we  will,  in  the  last  two  tax  bills,  have  increased 
the  minimum  tax  on  all  wealthy  taxpayers. 

And  I  believe  that  by  eliminating  10  million  taxpayers  in  the  last  8  years  and 
by  putting  a  heavier  tax  burden  on  those  in  the  higher  tax  brackets,  plus  the 
other  actions  that  have  been  taken,  we  can  give  taxpayers  adequate  tax  relief. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  as  we  look  at  the  recommendations  of  the  budget 
committees  and  our  own  projections,  there  isn't  going  to  be  any  $60  billion  divi- 
dend. I've  heard  of  those  dividends  in  the  past.  It  always  happens.  We  expected 
one  at  the  time  of  the  Vietnam  war,  but  it  was  used  up  before  we  ever  ended 
the  war,  and  taxpayers  never  got  the  adequate  relief  they  deserved. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Reynolds. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  Mr.  President,  when  you  came  into  office,  you  spoke  very 
eloquently  of  the  need  for  a  time  for  healing.  And  very  early  in  your  admin- 
istration you  went  out  to  Chicago  and  you  announced,  you  proposed  a  program 
of  case-by-case  pardons  for  draft  resisters  to  restore  them  to  full  citizenship. 
Some  14,000  young  men  took  advantage  of  your  offer,  but  another  90,000  did 
not.  In  granting  the  pardon  to  former  President  Nixon,  sir,  part  of  your  ra- 
tionale was  to  put  Watergate  behind  us,  to,  if  I  may  quote  you  again,  truly  end 
"our  long  national  nightmare." 

Why  does  not  the  same  rationale  apply  now,  today,  in  our  Bicentennial  Year  to 
the  young  men  who  resisted  in  Vietnam  and  many  of  them  still  in  exile  abroad  ? 

The  President.  The  amnesty  program  that  I  recommended  in  Chicago  in 
September  of  1974  would  give  to  all  draft  evaders  and  military  deserters 
the  opportunity  to  earn  their  good  record  back.  About  14  to  15,000  did 
take  advantage  of  that  program.  We  gave  them  ample  time.  I  am  against  an 
across-the-board  pardon  of  draft  evaders  or  military  deserters. 

Now,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Nixon,  the  reason  the  pardon  was  given  was  that 
when  I  took  office  this  country  was  in  a  very,  very  divided  condition.  There  was 
hatred;  there  was  divisiveness ;  people  had  lost  faith  in  their  government  in 
many,  many  respects.  Mr.  Nixon  resigned,  and  I  became  President.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  if  I  was  to  adequately  and  effectively  handle  the  problems  of  high 
inflation,  a  growing  recession,  the  involvement  of  the  United  States  still  in 
Vietnam,  that  I  had  to  give  100  percent  of  my  time  to  those  two  major  problems. 

Mr.  Nixon  resigned ;  that  is  disgrace — the  first  President  out  of  38  that  ever 
resigned  from  public  office  under  pressure.  So,  when  you  look  at  the  penalty 
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that  he  paid,  and  when  you  analyze  the  requirements  that  I  had  to  spend  all 
of  my  time  working  on  the  economy,  which  was  in  trouble,  that  I  inherited, 
working  on  our  problems  in  Southeast  Asia,  which  were  still  plaguing  us,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  Mr.  Nixon  had  been  penahzed  enough  by  his  resignation 
in  disgrace.  And  the  need  and  necessity  for  me  to  concentrate  on  the  problems 
of  the  country  fully  justified  the  action  that  I  took. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  I  take  it,  then,  sir,  that  you  do  not  believe  that  you  are  going 
to  reconsider  and  think  about  those  90,000  who  are  still  abroad?  Have  they 
not  been  penalized  enough }  Many  of  them  have  been  there  for  years. 

The  President.  Well,  Mr.  Carter  has  indicated  that  he  would  give  a  blanket 
pardon  to  all  draft  evaders.  I  do  not  agree  with  that  point  of  view.  I  gave  in 
September  of  1974  an  opportunity  for  all  draft  evaders,  all  deserters,  to  come  in 
voluntarily,  clear  their  records  by  earning  an  opportunity  to  restore  their  good 
citizenship.  I  think  we  gave  them  a  good  opportunity.  I  don't  think  we  should 
go  any  further. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I  think  it's  very  difficult  for  President  Ford  to  explain  the 
difference  between  the  pardon  of  President  Nixon  and  his  attitude  toward  those 
who  violated  the  draft  laws.  As  a  matter  of  fact  now,  I  don't  advocate  amnesty; 
I  advocate  pardon.  There  is  a  difference,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  in  accordance  with  the  definition  in  the 
dictionary. 

Amnesty  means  that  what  you  did  was  right.  Pardon  means  that  what  you 
did,  whether  it's  right  or  wrong,  you  are  forgiven  for  it.  And  I  do  advocate  a 
pardon  for  draft  evaders.  I  think  it's  accurate  to  say  that  2  years  ago,  when  Mr. 
Ford  put  in  this  amnesty,  that  three  times  as  many  deserters  were  excused  as 
were  the  ones  who  evaded  the  draft 

But  I  think  that  now  is  the  time  to  heal  our  country  after  the  Vietnam  war. 
And  I  think  that  what  the  people  are  concerned  about  is  not  the  pardon  or  the 
amnesty  of  those  who  evaded  the  draft,  but  whether  or  not  our  crime  system  is 
fair. 

We  have  got  a  sharp  distinction  drawn  between  white  collar  crime.  The 
bigshots  who  are  rich,  who  are  influential,  very  seldom  go  to  jail.  Those  who 
are  poor  and  who  have  no  influence  quite  often  are  the  ones  who  are  punished. 
And  the  whole  subject  of  crime  is  one  that  concerns  our  people  very  much. 
And  I  believe  that  the  fairness  of  it  is  what  is  the  major  problem  that  addresses 
our  leader,  and  this  is  something  that  hasn't  been  addressed  adequately  by  this 
administration. 


2291 


[803]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  23 

But  I  hope  to  have  a  complete  responsibiUty  on  my  shoulders  to  help  bring 
about  a  fair  criminal  justice  system  and  also  to  bring  about  an  end  to  the  divi- 
siveness  that  has  occurred  in  our  country  as  a  result  of  the  Vietnam  war. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Gannon. 

Mr.  Gannon.  Governor  Carter,  you  have  promised  a  sv^eeping  overhaul 
of  the  Federal  Government  including  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Govern- 
ment agencies  you  say  w^ould  go  down  to  about  200  from  some  1,900.  That 
sounds  indeed  like  a  very  deep  cut  in  the  Federal  Government.  But  isn't  it  a 
fact  that  you  are  not  really  talking  about  fewer  Federal  employees  or  less  Gov- 
ernment spending,  but  rather  that  you  are  talking  about  reshaping  the  Federal 
Government,  not  making  it  smaller  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I've  been  through  this  before,  Mr.  Gannon,  as  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Georgia.  When  I  took  over  we  had  a  bureaucratic  mess  like  we  have  in 
Washington  now.  And  we  had  300  agencies,  departments,  bureaus,  commis- 
sions— some  fully  budgeted,  some  not — but  all  having  responsibility  to  carry 
out  that  was  in  conflict.  And  we  cut  those  300  agencies  and  so  forth  down  sub- 
stantially; we  eliminated  278  of  them.  We  set  up  a  simple  structure  of  govern- 
ment that  could  be  administered  fairly,  and  it  was  a  tremendous  success.  It 
hasn't  been  undone  since  I  was  there. 

It  resulted  also  in  an  ability  to  reshape  our  court  system,  our  prison  system, 
our  education  system,  our  mental  health  programs,  and  a  clear  assignment  of 
responsibility  and  authority,  and  also  to  have  our  people  once  again  understand 
and  control  our  Government. 

I  intend  to  do  the  same  thing  if  I  am  elected  President.  When  I  get  to  Wash- 
ington, coming  in  as  an  outsider,  one  of  the  major  responsibilities  that  I  will 
have  on  my  shoulder  is  a  complete  reorganization  of  the  executve  branch  of 
Government. 

We  now  have  a  greatly  expanded  White  House  staff.  When  Mr.  Nixon  went 
in  office,  for  instance,  we  had  $3^2  million  spent  on  the  White  House  and  its 
staff.  That  has  escalated  now  to  $16^/4  million  in  the  last  Republican  administra- 
tion. This  needs  to  be  changed.  We  need  to  put  the  responsibilities  back  on  the 
Cabinet  members.  We  also  need  to  have  a  great  reduction  in  agencies  and  pro- 
grams. For  instance,  we  now  have  in  the  health  area  302  different  programs 
administered  by  11  major  departments  and  agencies.  Sixty  other  advisory  com- 
missions are  responsible  for  this.  Medicaid  is  in  one  agency;  Medicare  is  in  a  dif- 
ferent one;  the  check  on  the  quality  of  health  care  is  in  a  different  one.  None  of 
them  are  responsible  for  health  care  itself.  This  makes  it  almost  impossible  for 
us  to  have  a  good  health  program. 


2292 


September  23  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [803] 

We  have  just  advocated  this  past  week  a  consolidation  of  the  responsibilities 
for  energy.  Our  country  nov^  has  no  comprehensive  energy  program  or  policy. 
We  have  20  different  agencies  in  the  Federal  Government  responsible  for  the 
production,  the  regulation,  the  information  about  energy,  the  conservation  of 
energy  spread  all  over  Government.  This  is  a  gross  v^aste  of  money.  So,  tough, 
competent  management  of  Government,  giving  us  a  simple,  efl&cient,  purposeful, 
and  manageable  Government  w^ill  be  a  great  step  forward.  And  if  I  am  elected— 
and  I  intend  to  be — then  it's  going  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Gannon.  Well,  I'd  like  to  press  my  question  on  the  number  of  Federal 
employees— whether  you  would  really  plan  to  reduce  the  overall  number  or 
merely  put  them  in  different  departments  and  relabel  them  ?  In  your  energy 
plan,  you  consolidate  a  number  of  agencies  into  one,  or  you  would,  but  does  that 
really  change  the  overall  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  can't  say  for  sure  that  we  would  have  fewer  Federal  employees 
when  I  go  out  of  office  than  when  I  come  in.  It  took  me  about  3  years  to  com- 
pletely reorganize  the  Georgia  government.  The  last  year  I  was  in  office  our 
budget  was  actually  less  than  it  was  a  year  before,  which  showed  a  great 
improvement. 

Also,  we  had  a  2-percent  increase  in  the  number  of  employees  the  last  year, 
but  it  was  a  tremendous  shift  from  administrative  jobs  into  the  delivery  of 
services.  For  instance,  we  completely  revised  our  prison  system.  We  established 
84  new  mental  health  treatment  centers,  and  we  shifted  people  out  of  adminis- 
trative jobs  into  the  field  to  deliver  better  services.  The  same  thing  will  be  done 
at  the  Federal  Government  level. 

I  accomplished  this  with  substantial  reductions  in  employees  in  some  depart- 
ments. For  instance,  in  the  Transportation  Department  we  cut  back  about  25 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  employees.  In  giving  our  people  better  mental 
health  care,  we  increased  the  number  of  employees.  But  the  efficiency  of  it,  the 
simplicity  of  it,  the  ability  of  people  to  understand  their  own  government  and 
control  it  was  a  substantial  benefit  derived  from  complete  reorganization. 

We  have  got  to  do  this  at  the  Federal  Government  level.  If  we  don't,  the 
bureaucratic  mess  is  going  to  continue.  There  is  no  way  for  our  people  now  to 
understand  what  their  Government  is;  there  is  no  way  to  get  the  answer  to  a 
question.  When  you  come  to  Washington  to  try  to — as  a  Governor — ^to  try  to 
begin  a  new  program  for  your  people,  like  the  treatment  of  drug  addicts,  I 
found  there  were  13  different  Federal  agencies  that  I  had  to  go  to  to  man- 
age the  drug  treatment  program.  In  the  Georgia  government  we  only  had 
one  agency  responsible  for  drug  treatment. 
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This  is  the  kind  of  change  that  would  be  made.  And  it  would  be  of  tremen- 
dous benefit  in  long-range  planning,  in  tight  budgeting,  saving  the  taxpayers' 
money,  making  the  Government  more  efficient,  cutting  down  on  bureaucratic 
waste,  having  a  clear  deUneation  of  authority  and  responsibility  of  employees, 
and  giving  our  people  a  better  chance  to  understand  and  control  their 
Government. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  I  think  the  record  should  show,  Mr.  Newman,  that  the 
Bureau  of  Census— we  checked  it  just  yesterday — indicates  that  in  the  4  years 
that  Governor  Carter  was  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  expenditures  by 
the  government  went  up  over  50  percent.  Employees  of  the  government  in 
Georgia  during  his  term  of  office  went  up  over  25  percent.  And  the  figures  also 
show  that  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State  of  Georgia  during  his  Governor- 
ship went  up  over  20  percent. 

And  there  was  some  very  interesting  testimony  given  by  Governor  Carter's 
successor.  Governor  Busbee,  before  a  Senate  committee  a  few  months  ago,  on 
how  he  found  the  Medicaid  program  when  he  came  into  office  following  Gov- 
ernor Carter.  He  testified,  and  these  are  his  words,  the  present  Governor  of 
Georgia,  he  says  he  found  the  Medicaid  program  in  Georgia  in  shambles. 

Now,  let  me  talk  about  what  we've  done  in  the  White  House  as  far  as  Fed- 
eral employees  are  concerned.  The  first  order  that  I  issued  after  I  became  Presi- 
dent was  to  cut  or  eliminate  the  prospective  40,000  increase  in  Federal  employ- 
ees that  had  been  scheduled  by  my  predecessor.  And  in  the  term  that  I  have 
been  President — some  2  years — we  have  reduced  Federal  employment  by  11,000. 

In  the  White  House  staff  itself,  when  I  became  President  we  had  roughly  540 
employees.  We  now  have  about  485  employees.  So,  we Ve  made  a  rather  signifi- 
cant reduction  in  the  number  of  employees  on  the  White  House  staff  working 
for  the  President. 

So,  I  think  our  record  of  cutting  back  employees,  plus  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Governor's  program  to  actually  save  employment  in  Georgia,  shows  which 
is  the  better  plan. 

The  Moderator.  Mrs.  Drew. 

Ms.  Drew.  Mr.  President,  at  Vail,  after  the  Republican  convention,  you 
announced  that  you  would  now  emphasize  five  new  areas.  Among  those  were 
jobs  and  housing  and  health,  improved  recreational  facilities  for  Americans,  and 
you  also  added  crime.  You  also  mentioned  education. 

For  2  years  you've  been  telUng  us  that  we  couldn't  do  very  much  in  these 
areas  because  we  couldn't  afford  it,  and  in  fact,  we  do  have  a  $50  billion  deficit 
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now.  In  rebuttal  to  Governor  Carter  a  little  bit  earlier,  you  said  that  if  there 
were  to  be  any  surplus  in  the  next  few  years,  you  thought  it  should  be  turned 
back  to  the  people  in  the  form  of  tax  relief.  So,  how  are  you  going  to  pay  for 
any  new  initiatives  in  these  areas  you  announced  at  Vail  you  were  going  to 
now  stress  ? 

The  President.  Well,  in  the  last  2  years,  as  I  indicated  before,  we  had  a  very 
tough  time.  We  were  faced  with  heavy  inflation — over  12  percent;  we  were 
faced  with  substantial  unemployment.  But  in  the  last  24  months  weVe  turned 
the  economy  around,  and  we've  brought  inflation  down  to  under  6  percent.  And 
we  have  added  employment  of  about  4  million  in  the  last  17  months  to  the 
point  where  we  have  88  million  people  working  in  America  today,  the  most 
in  the  history  of  the  country.  The  net  result  is  we  are  going  to  have  some  im- 
provement in  our  receipts,  and  I  think  we  will  have  some  decrease  in  our  dis- 
bursements. We  expect  to  have  a  lower  deficit  in  fiscal  year  1978. 

We  feel  that  with  this  improvement  in  the  economy,  we  feel  with  more 
receipts  and  fewer  disbursements,  we  can,  in  a  moderate  way,  increase,  as  I 
recommended,  over  the  next  10  years  a  new  parks  program  that  would  cost 
a  billion  and  a  half  dollars,  doubling  our  national  park  system. 

We  have  recommended  that  in  the  housing  program  we  can  reduce  down 
payments  and  moderate  monthly  payments.  But  that  doesn't  cost  any  more  as 
far  as  the  Federal  Treasury  is  concerned. 

We  believe  that  we  can  do  a  better  job  in  the  area  of  crime,  but  that  requires 
tougher  sentencing — mandatory,  certain  prison  sentences  for  those  who  violate 
our  criminal  laws.  We  believe  that  you  can  revise  the  Federal  Criminal  Code, 
which  has  not  been  revised  in  a  good  many  years.  That  doesn't  cost  any  more 
money.  We  believe  that  you  can  do  something  more  effectively  with  a  moderate 
increase  in  money  in  the  drug  abuse  program. 

We  feel  that  in  education  we  can  have  a  slight  increase,  not  a  major  increase. 
It's  my  understanding  that  Governor  Carter  has  indicated  that  he  approves  of 
a  $30  billion  expenditure  by  the  Federal  Government,  as  far  as  education  is 
concerned.  At  the  present  time  we  are  spending  roughly  $3,500  million.  I  don't 
know  where  that  money  would  come  from. 

But,  as  we  look  at  the  quality  of  life  programs— jobs,  health,  education,  crime, 
recreation — we  feel  that  as  we  move  forward  with  a  healthier  economy,  we  can 
absorb  the  small,  necessary  costs  that  will  be  required. 

Ms.  Drew.  But,  sir,  in  the  next  few  years  would  you  try  to  reduce  the  deficit, 
would  you  spend  money  for  these  programs  that  you  have  just  ouriined,  or 


2295 


[803]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  23 

would  you,  as  you  said  earlier,  return  whatever  surplus  you  got  to  the  people 
in  the  form  of  tax  relief  ? 

The  President.  We  feel  that  with  the  programs  that  I  have  recommended, 
the  additional  $10  billion  tax  cut,  with  the  moderate  increases  in  the  quality  of 
life  area,  we  can  still  have  a  balanced  budget,  which  I  will  submit  to  the  Con- 
gress in  January  of  1978.  We  won't  wait  1  year  or  2  years  longer,  as  Governor 
Carter  indicates. 

As  the  economy  improves,  and  it  is  improving — our  gross  national  product 
this  year  will  average  about  6-percent  increase  over  last  year — we  will  have  a 
lower  rate  of  inflation  for  the  calendar  year  this  year,  something  slightly  under 
6  percent;  employment  will  be  up;  revenues  will  be  up.  We  will  keep  the  lid 
on  some  of  these  programs  that  we  can  hold  down,  as  we  have  a  little  extra 
money  to  spend  for  those  quality  of  life  programs,  which  I  think  are  needed 
and  necessary. 

Now,  I  cannot  and  would  not  endorse  the  kind  of  programs  that  Governor 
Carter  recommends.  He  endorses  the  Democratic  platform  which,  as  I  read  it, 
calls  for  approximately  60  additional  programs.  We  estimate  that  those  pro- 
grams would  add  $100  billion  minimum  and  probably  $200  billion  maximum 
each  year  to  the  Federal  budget.  Those  programs  you  cannot  afford  and  give 
tax  relief. 

We  feel  that  you  can  hold  the  line  and  restrain  Federal  spending,  give  a  tax 
reduction,  and  still  have  a  balanced  budget  by  1978. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  Mr.  Ford  takes  the  same  attitude  that  the  Republicans 
always  take.  In  the  last  3  months  before  an  election,  they  are  always  for  the 
programs  that  they  fight  the  other  SYi  years.  I  remember  when  Herbert  Hoover 
was  against  jobs  for  people.  I  remember  when  Alf  Landon  was  against  social 
security.  And  later  President  Nixon— 16  years  ago— was  telling  the  public  that 
John  Kennedy's  proposals  would  bankrupt  the  country  and  would  double  the 
cost. 

The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  look  at  the  record  of  Mr.  Ford's  administration 
and  Mr.  Nixon's  before  his. 

We  had  last  year  a  $65  billion  deficit,  the  largest  deficit  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  more  of  a  deficit  spending  than  we  had  in  the  entire  8-year  period 
under  President  Johnson  and  President  Kennedy.  We've  got  500,000  more 
Americans  out  of  jobs  today  than  were  out  of  work  3  months  ago.  And  since 
Mr.  Ford  has  been  in  office,  in  2  years  we've  had  a  50-percent  increase  in  un- 
employment, from  5  million  people  out  of  work  to  2  5/^  million  more  people 
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out  of  work,  or  a  total  of  7^2  million.  We've  also  got  a  comparison  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Nixon.  He's  got  four  times  the  size  of  the  deficits  that  Mr. 
Nixon  even  had  himself. 

This  talking  about  more  people  at  work  is  distorted  because  with  the  14- 
percent  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  in  the  last  2  years,  it  means  that  women 
and  young  people  have  had  to  go  to  work  when  they  didn't  want  to  because 
their  fathers  couldn't  make  enough  to  pay  the  increased  cost  of  food  and  housing 
and  clothing. 

We  have,  in  this  last  2  years  alone,  $120  billion  total  deficits  under  President 
Ford,  and  at  the  same  time  we've  had  in  the  last  8  years  a  doubling  in  the  num- 
ber of  bankruptcies  for  small  business.  We've  had  a  negative  growth  in  our 
national  economy,  measured  in  real  dollars.  The  take-home  pay  of  a  worker 
in  this  country  is  actually  less  now  than  it  was  in  1968,  measured  in  real  dollars. 
This  is  the  kind  of  record  that  is  there,  and  talk  about  the  future  and  a  drastic 
change  or  conversion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ford  at  the  last  minute  is  one  that 
just  doesn't  go. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Reynolds. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  Governor  Carter,  I'd  like  to  turn  to  what  we  used  to  call  the 
energy  crisis. 

Yesterday  a  British  Government  commission  on  air  pollution,  but  one  headed 
by  a  nuclear  physicist,  recommended  that  any  further  expansion  of  nuclear 
energy  be  delayed  in  Britain  as  long  as  possible.  Now,  this  is  a  subject  that  is 
quite  controversial  among  our  own  people,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  clear  dif- 
ference between  you  and  the  President  on  the  use  of  nuclear  powerplants, 
which  you  say  you  would  use  as  a  last  priority.  Why,  sir?  Are  they  unsafe .f^ 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  among  my  other  experiences  in  the  past  I've  been  a  nu- 
clear engineer,  and  I  did  graduate  work  in  this  field.  I  think  I  know  the  capa- 
bilities and  limitations  of  atomic  power. 

But  the  energy  policy  of  our  Nation  is  one  that  has  not  yet  been  established 
under  this  administration.  I  think  almost  every  other  developed  nation  in  the 
world  has  an  energy  policy  except  us. 

We  have  seen  the  Federal  Energy  Agency  [Administration]  established,  for 
instance,  in  the  crisis  of  1973.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  temporary  agency;  now 
it's  permanent.  It's  enormous;  it's  growing  every  day.  And  I  think  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  reported  not  too  long  ago  they  have  112  public  relations  experts 
working  for  the  Federal  Energy  Agency  [Administration]  to  try  to  justify  to 
the  American  people  its  own  existence. 

We've  got  to  have  a  firm  way  to  handle  the  energy  question.  The  reorganiza- 
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tion  proposal  that  Fve  put  forward  is  one  first  step.  In  addition  to  that,  we  need 
to  have  a  reaUzation  that  we Ve  got  about  35  years  worth  of  oil  left  in  the  whole 
world.  We  are  going  to  run  out  of  oil.  When  Mr.  Nixon  made  his  famous 
speech  on  operation  independence,  we  were  importing  about  35  percent  of  our 
oil.  Now  we've  increased  that  amount  25  percent.  We  now  import  about  44 
percent  of  our  oil. 

We  need  a  shift  from  oil  to  coal.  We  need  to  concentrate  our  research  and 
development  effort  on  coalburning  and  extraction  that's  safe  for  miners,  that 
also  is  clean  burning.  We  need  to  shift  very  strongly  toward  solar  energy  and 
have  strict  conservation  measures  and  then,  as  a  last  resort  only,  continue  to 
use  atomic  power. 

I  would  certainly  not  cut  out  atomic  power  altogether.  We  can't  afford  to 
give  up  that  opportunity  until  later.  But  to  the  extent  that  we  continue  to  use 
atomic  power,  I  would  be  responsible  as  President  to  make  sure  that  the  safety 
precautions  were  initiated  and  maintained.  For  instance,  some  that  have  been 
forgotten:  We  need  to  have  the  reactor  core  below  ground  level,  the  entire 
powerplant  that  uses  atomic  power  tightly  sealed,  and  a  heavy  vacuum  main- 
tained. There  ought  to  be  a  standardized  design.  There  ought  to  be  a  full- 
time  atomic  energy  specialist,  independent  of  the  power  company,  in  the  con- 
trol room  full-time,  24  hours  a  day,  to  shut  down  a  plant  if  an  abnormality 
develops.  These  kinds  of  procedures,  along  with  evacuation  procedures,  ade- 
quate insurance,  ought  to  be  initiated. 

So,  shift  from  oil  to  coal;  emphasize  research  and  development  on  coal  use 
and  also  on  solar  power;  strict  conservation  measures — not  yield  every  time 
the  special  interest  groups  put  pressure  on  the  President,  like  this  administra- 
tion has  done;  and  use  atomic  energy  only  as  a  last  resort  with  the  strictest 
possible  safety  precautions.  That's  the  best  overall  energy  policy  in  the  brief 
time  we  have  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  Well,  Governor,  on  the  same  subject,  would  you  require 
mandatory  conservation  efforts  to  try  to  conserve  fuel  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Yes,  I  would.  Some  of  the  things  that  can  be  done  about  this 
is  a  change  in  the  rate  structure  of  electric  power  companies.  We  now  encour- 
age people  to  waste  electricity  by  giving  the  lowest  rates  to  the  biggest  users. 
We  don't  do  anything  to  cut  down  on  peak  load  requirements.  We  don't  have 
an  adequate  requirement  for  the  insulation  of  homes,  for  the  efficiency  of  auto- 
mobiles. And  whenever  the  automobile  manufacturers  come  forward  and  say 
they  can't  meet  the  limits  that  the  Congress  has  put  forward,  this  Republican 
administration  has  delayed  the  implementation  dates. 
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In  addition  to  that,  we  ought  to  have  a  shift  to  the  use  of  coal,  particularly 
in  the  Appalachian  regions  where  the  coal  is  located— a  lot  of  very  high-quality, 
low-carbon  coal— I  mean  low-sulfur  coal  is  there — it's  where  our  employment 
is  needed.  This  would  help  a  great  deal. 

So,  mandatory  conservation  measures,  yes.  Encouragement  by  the  President 
for  people  to  voluntarily  conserve,  yes.  And  also  the  private  sector  ought  to  be 
encouraged  to  bring  forward  to  the  public  the  benefits  from  efficiency.  One  bank 
in  Washington,  for  instance,  gives  lower  interest  loans  for  people  who  ade- 
quately insulate  their  homes  or  who  buy  efficient  automobiles.  And  some 
major  manufacturing  companies,  like  Dow  Chemical,  have,  through  very 
effective  efficiency  mechanisms,  cut  down  the  use  of  energy  by  as  much  as 
40  percent  with  the  same  out-product. 

These  kind  of  things  ought  to  be  done;  they  ought  to  be  encouraged  and 
supported  and  even  required  by  the  Government,  yes. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  Governor  Carter  skims  over  a  very  serious  and  a  very  broad 
subject.  In  January  of  1975, 1  submitted  to  the  Congress  and  to  the  American  peo- 
ple the  first  comprehensive  energy  program  recommended  by  any  President. 
It  called  for  an  increase  in  the  production  of  energy  in  the  United  States.  It 
called  for  conservation  measures  so  that  we  would  save  the  energy  that  we  have. 

If  you  are  going  to  increase  domestic  oil  and  gas  production — and  we  have 
to — you  have  to  give  to  those  producers  an  opportunity  to  develop  their  land  or 
their  wells.  I  recommended  to  the  Congress  that  we  should  increase  coal 
production  in  this  country  from  600  million  tons  a  year  to  1,200  million  tons 
by  1985.  In  order  to  do  that,  we  have  to  improve  our  extraction  of  coal  from 
the  ground;  we  have  to  improve  our  utilization  of  coal,  make  it  more  efficient, 
make  it  cleaner. 

In  addition,  we  have  to  expand  our  research  and  development.  In  my  program 
for  energy  independence,  we  have  increased,  for  example,  solar  energy  research 
from  about  $84  million  a  year  to  about  $120  million  a  year.  We  are  going  as 
fast  as  the  experts  say  we  should.  In  nuclear  power  we  have  increased  the  re- 
search and  development  under  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Agency 
[Administration]  very  substantially  to  ensure  that  our  nuclear  powerplants 
are  safer,  that  they  are  more  efficient,  and  that  we  have  adequate  safeguards. 

I  think  you  have  to  have  greater  oil  and  gas  production,  more  coal  produc- 
tion, more  nuclear  production,  and  in  addition,  you  have  to  have  energy 
conservation. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Gannon. 
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Mr.  Gannon.  Mr.  President,  Fd  like  to  return  for  a  moment  to  this  problem 
of  unemployment.  You  have  vetoed  or  threatened  to  veto  a  number  of  jobs 
bills  passed  or  in  development  in  the  Democratic-controlled  Congress.  Yet, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Government  is  paying  out,  I  think  it  is,  $17  billion,  per- 
haps $20  billion,  a  year  in  unemployment  compensation  caused  by  the  high 
unemployment.  Why  do  you  think  it  is  better  to  pay  out  unemployment  com- 
pensation to  idle  people  than  to  put  them  to  v^ork  in  public  service  jobs  ? 

The  President.  The  bills  that  Fve  vetoed,  the  one  for  an  additional  $6  bil- 
lion v^as  not  a  bill  that  w^ould  have  solved  our  unemployment  problems.  Even 
the  proponents  of  it  admitted  that  no  more  than  400,000  jobs  vs^ould  be  made 
available.  Our  analysis  indicates  that  something  in  the  magnitude  of  about 
150  to  200,000  jobs  would  be  made  available.  Each  one  of  those  jobs  would  have 
cost  the  taxpayer  $25,000.  In  addition,  the  jobs  would  not  be  available  right 
now ;  they  would  not  have  materialized  for  about  9  to  18  months. 

The  immediate  problem  we  have  is  to  stimulate  our  economy  now  so  that 
we  can  get  rid  of  unemployment.  What  we  have  done  is  to  hold  the  lid  on 
spending  in  an  effort  to  reduce  the  rate  of  inflation.  And  we  have  proven,  I 
think  very  conclusively,  that  you  can  reduce  the  rate  of  inflation  and  increase 
jobs. 

For  example,  as  I  have  said,  we  have  added  some  4  million  jobs  in  the  last 
17  months.  We  have  now  employed  88  million  people  in  America — the  largest 
number  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  We've  added  500,000  jobs  in  the 
last  2  months. 

Inflation  is  the  quickest  way  to  destroy  jobs.  And  by  holding  the  lid  on  Fed- 
eral spending,  we  have  been  able  to  do  a  good  job,  an  affirmative  job  in  infla- 
tion and,  as  a  result,  have  added  to  the  jobs  in  this  country. 

I  think  it's  also  appropriate  to  point  out  that  through  our  tax  policies  we  have 
stimulated  added  employment  throughout  the  country — the  investment  tax 
credit,  the  tax  incentives  for  expansion  and  modernization  of  our  industrial 
capacity.  It's  my  opinion  that  the  private  sector,  where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs 
are,  where  you  have  permanent  jobs  with  the  opportunity  for  advancement,  is  a 
better  place  than  make-work  jobs  under  the  program  recommended  by  the 
Congress. 

Mr.  Gannon.  Just  to  follow  up,  Mr.  President,  the  Congress  has  just  passed 
a  $3.7  billion  appropriation  bill  which  would  provide  money  for  the  public 
works  jobs  ^program  that  you  earlier  tried  to  kill  by  your  veto  of  the  authoriza- 
tion legislation. 

In  light  of  the  fact  that  unemployment  again  is  rising  or  has  in  the  past  3 
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months,  I  wonder  if  you  have  rethought  that  question  at  all,  whether  you  would 
consider  allowing  this  program  to  be  funded,  or  will  you  veto  that  money  bill  ? 

The  President.  Well,  that  bill  has  not  yet  come  down  to  the  Oval  Office  so 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  any  judgment  on  it  tonight.  But  that  is  an  extra 
$4  billion  that  would  add  to  the  deficit,  which  would  add  to  the  inflationary 
pressures,  which  would  help  to  destroy  jobs  in  the  private  sector,  not  make  jobs 
where  the  jobs  really  are.  These  make-work,  temporary  jobs,  dead  end  as  they 
are,  are  not  the  kind  of  jobs  that  we  want  for  our  people. 

I  think  it's  interesting  to  point  out  that  in  the  2  years  that  Fve  been  Presi- 
dent, I've  vetoed  56  bills.  Congress  has  sustained  42  vetoes.  As  a  result  we  have 
saved  over  $9  billion  in  Federal  expenditures.  And  the  Congress — by  overrid- 
ing the  bills  that  I  did  veto — the  Congress  has  added  some  $13  billion  to  the 
Federal  expenditures  and  to  the  Federal  deficit. 

Now,  Governor  Carter  complains  about  the  deficits  that  this  administration 
has  had,  and  yet  he  condemns  the  vetoes  that  I  have  made  that  have  saved  the 
taxpayer  $9  billion  and  could  have  saved  an  additional  $13  bilHon.  Now,  he 
can't  have  it  both  ways.  And,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  hold  the 
lid  as  we  have  to  the  best  of  our  ability  so  we  can  stimulate  the  private  economy 
and  get  the  jobs  where  the  jobs  are — five  out  of  six — in  this  economy. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  Mr.  Ford  doesn't  seem  to  put  into  perspective  the  fact  that 
when  500,000  more  people  are  out  of  work  then  there  were  3  months  ago,  where 
we  have  2^/4  million  more  people  out  of  work  than  were  when  he  took  office, 
that  this  touches  human  beings. 

I  was  in  a  city  in  Pennsylvania  not  too  long  ago  near  here,  and  there  were 
about  4,000  or  5,000  people  in  the  audience — it  was  on  a  train  trip — and  I  said, 
"How  many  adults  here  are  out  of  work  ?"  About  a  thousand  raised  their  hands. 

Mr.  Ford  actually  has  fewer  people  now  in  the  private  sector  in  nonfarm  jobs 
than  when  he  took  office,  and  still  he  talks  about  a  success ;  7.9  percent  unem- 
ployment is  a  terrible  tragedy  in  this  country. 

He  says  he  has  learned  how  to  match  unemployment  with  inflation.  That's 
right.  We've  got  the  highest  inflation  we've  had  in  25  years  right  now — except 
under  this  administration — and  that  was  50  years  ago — and  we've  got  the 
highest  unemployment  we've  had  under  Mr.  Ford's  administration  since  the 
Great  Depression.  This  affects  human  beings.  And  his  insensitivity  in  providing 
those  people  a  chance  to  work  has  made  this  a  welfare  administration  and  not  a 
work  administration. 

He  hasn't  saved  $9  billion  with  his  vetoes.  It  has  only  been  a  net  saving  of  $4 
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billion.  And  the  cost  in  unemployment  compensation,  welfare  compensation, 
and  lost  revenues  has  increased  $23  billion  in  the  last  2  years.  This  is  a  typical 
attitude  that  really  causes  havoc  in  people's  lives.  And  then  it's  covered  over  by 
saying  that  our  country  has  naturally  got  a  6-percent  unemployment  rate  or 
7-percent  unemployment  rate  and  a  6-percent  inflation.  It's  a  travesty.  It  shows 
a  lack  of  leadership.  And  we've  never  had  a  President  since  the  War  Between 
the  States  that  vetoed  more  bills.  Mr.  Ford  has  vetoed  four  times  as  many  bills  as 
Mr.  Nixon,  per  year,  and  11  of  them  have  been  overridden.  One  of  his  bills  that 
was  overridden — he  only  got  one  vote  in  the  Senate  and  seven  votes  in  the  House 
from  Republicans.  So,  this  shows  a  breakdown  in  leadership. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter,  under  the  rules  I  must  stop  you. 

Mrs.  Drew. 

Ms.  Drew.  Governor  Carter,  I'd  like  to  come  back  to  the  subject  of  taxes.  You 
have  said  that  you  want  to  cut  taxes  for  the  middle-  and  lower-income  groups. 

Mr.  Carter.  Right. 

Ms.  Drew.  But  unless  you  are  willing  to  do  such  things  as  reduce  the  itemized 
deductions  for  charitable  contributions  or  home  mortgage  payments  or  interest 
or  taxes  or  capital  gains,  you  can't  really  raise  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  an 
overall  tax  cut  of  any  size.  So,  how  are  you  going  to  provide  that  tax  relief  that 
you  are  talking  about .? 

Mr.  Carter.  Now  we  have  such  a  grossly  unbalanced  tax  system,  as  I  said 
earlier,  that  it  is  a  disgrace.  Of  all  the  tax  benefits  now,  25  percent  of  them  go  to 
the  1  percent  of  the  richest  people  in  this  country.  Over  50  percent — 53  to  be 
exact — percent  of  the  tax  benefits  go  to  the  14  percent  richest  people  in  this 
country. 

We've  had  a  50-percent  increase  in  payroll  deductions  since  Mr.  Nixon  went 
in  office  8  years  ago.  Mr.  Ford  has  advocated,  since  he  has  been  in  office,  over 
$5  billion  in  reductions  for  corporations,  special  interest  groups,  and  the  very, 
very  wealthy,  who  derive  their  income  not  from  labor,  but  from  investments. 

That  has  got  to  be  changed.  A  few  things  that  can  be  done:  We  have  now  a 
deferral  system  so  that  the  multinational  corporations,  who  invest  overseas,  if 
they  make  $1  million  in  profits  overseas,  they  don't  have  to  pay  any  of  their  taxes 
unless  they  bring  their  money  back  into  this  country.  Where  they  don't  pay 
their  taxes,  the  average  American  pays  their  taxes  for  them.  Not  only  that  but 
it  robs  this  country  of  jobs  because  instead  of  coming  back  with  that  million 
dollars  and  creating  a  shoe  factory,  say,  in  New  Hampshire  or  Vermont,  if  the 
company  takes  the  money  down  to  Italy  and  builds  a  shoe  factory,  they  don't 
have  to  pay  any  taxes  on  the  money. 
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Another  thing  is  a  system  called  DISC  [Domestic  International  Sales  Cor- 
poration], which  was  originally  designed  and  proposed  by  Mr.  Nixon,  to  encour- 
age exports.  This  permits  a  company  to  create  a  dummy  corporation  to  export 
their  products  and  then  not  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  taxes  on  them.  This  costs 
our  Government  about  $1.4  billion  a  year,  and  when  those  rich  corporations 
don't  pay  that  tax,  the  average  American  taxpayer  pays  it  for  them. 

Another  one  that  is  very  important  is  the  business  deductions.  Jet  airplanes, 
first-class  travel,  the  $50  martini  lunch — the  average  working  person  can't  take 
advantage  of  that,  but  the  wealthier  people  can. 

Another  system  is  where  a  dentist  can  invest  money  in,  say,  raising  cattle  and 
can  put  in  $100,000  of  his  own  money,  borrow  $900,000— $900,000,  that  makes  a 
million — and  mark  off  a  great  amount  of  loss  through  that  procedure.  There 
was  one  example,  for  instance,  where  somebody  produced  pornographic  movies. 
They  put  in  $30,000  of  their  own  money  and  got  $120,000  in  tax  savings. 

These  special  kinds  of  programs  have  robbed  the  average  taxpayer  and  have 
benefited  those  who  are  powerful  and  who  can  employ  lobbyists  and  who  can 
have  their  C.P.A.'s  and  their  lawyers  to  help  them  benefit  from  the  roughly 
8,000  pages  of  the  tax  code.  The  average  American  person  can't  do  it.  You  can't 
hire  a  lobbyist  out  of  unemployment  compensation  checks. 

Ms.  Drew.  Governor,  to  follow  up  on  your  answer,  in  order  for  any  kind  of 
tax  relief  to  really  be  felt  by  the  middle-  and  lower-income  people,  according  to 
congressional  committees  on  this,  you  need  about  $10  billion.  Now,  you  listed 
some  things.  The  deferral  on  foreign  income  is  estimated  it  would  save  about 
$500  million.  DISC,  you  said,  was  $1.4  billion.  The  estimate  of  the  outside,  if 
you  eliminated  all  tax  shelters,  is  $5  billion. 

So,  where  else  would  you  raise  the  revenue  to  provide  this  tax  relief?  Would 
you,  in  fact,  do  away  with  all  business  deductions,  and  what  other  kinds  of 
preferences  would  you  do  away  with  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  No,  I  wouldn't  do  away  with  all  business  deductions.  I  think 
that  would  be  a  very  serious  mistake.  But  if  you  could  just  do  away  with  the 
ones  that  are  unfair,  you  could  lower  taxes  for  everyone.  I  would  never  do  any- 
thing that  would  increase  the  taxes  for  those  who  work  for  a  living  or  who 
are  presently  required  to  list  all  their  income. 

What  I  want  to  do  is  not  to  raise  taxes,  but  to  eliminate  loopholes.  And  this 
is  the  point  of  my  first  statistic  that  I  gave  you,  that  the  present  tax  benefits  that 
have  been  carved  out  over  a  long  period  of  years — 50  years — by  sharp  tax  law- 
yers and  by  lobbyists,  have  benefited  just  the  rich.  These  programs  that  I  de- 
scribed to  you  earlier — the  tax  deferrals  for  overseas,  the  DISC,  and  the  tax 
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shelters— they  only  apply  to  people  in  the  $50,000-a-year  bracket  or  up.  And 
I  think  this  is  the  best  way  to  approach  it,  is  to  make  sure  that  everybody  pays 
taxes  on  the  income  that  they  earn  and  make  sure  that  you  take  whatever  savings 
there  is  from  the  higher  income  levels  and  give  it  to  the  lower-  and  middle- 
income  famihes. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  Governor  Carter's  answer  tonight  does  not  coincide  with  the 
answer  that  he  gave  in  an  interview  to  the  Associated  Press  a  week  or  so  ago. 
In  that  interview  Governor  Carter  indicated  that  he  would  raise  the  taxes  on 
those  in  the  medium-  or  middle-income  brackets  or  higher.  Now,  if  you  take 
the  medium-  or  middle-income  taxpayer — that's  about  $14,000  per  person — Gov- 
ernor Carter  has  indicated,  publicly,  in  an  interview,  that  he  would  increase 
the  taxes  on  about  50  percent  of  the  working  people  of  this  country. 

I  think  the  way  to  get  tax  equity  in  this  country  is  to  give  tax  relief  to  the 
middle-income  people  who  have  an  income  from  roughly  $8,000  up  to  $25  or 
$30,000.  They  have  been  shortchanged  as  we  have  taken  10  million  taxpayers 
off  the  tax  rolls  in  the  last  8  years  and  as  we  have  added  to  the  minimum  tax 
provision  to  make  all  people  pay  more  taxes. 

I  believe  in  tax  equity  for  the  middle-income  taxpayer — increasing  the  per- 
sonal exemption.  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  increase  taxes  for  roughly  half  of  the 
taxpayers  of  this  country. 

Now,  the  Governor  has  also  played  a  little  fast  and  loose  with  the  facts  about 
vetoes.  The  records  show  that  President  Roosevelt  vetoed  on  an  average  of  55 
bills  a  year.  President  Truman  vetoed  on  the  average,  while  he  was  President, 
about  38  bills  a  year.  I  understand  that  Governor  Carter,  when  he  was  Governor 
of  Georgia,  vetoed  between  35  and  40  bills  a  year.  My  average  in  2  years  is  26, 
but  in  the  process  of  that,  we  have  saved  $9  biUion. 

And  one  final  comment.  Governor  Carter  talks  about  the  tax  bills  and  all  of 
the  inequities  that  exist  in  the  present  law.  I  must  remind  him  the  Democrats 
have  controlled  the  Congress  for  the  last  22  years,  and  they  wrote  all  the  tax  bills. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Reynolds. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  I  suspect  that  we  could  continue  on  this  tax  argument  for 
some  time,  but  Fd  like  to  move  on  to  another  area. 

Mr.  President,  everybody  seems  to  be  running  against  Washington  this  year, 
and  Fd  like  to  raise  two  coincidental  events,  then  ask  you  whether  you  think 
perhaps  this  may  have  a  bearing  on  the  attitude  throughout  the  country. 

The  House  Ethics  Committee  has  just  now  ended  its  investigation  of  Daniel 
Schorr,  after  several  months  and  many  thousands  of  dollars,  trying  to  find  out 
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how  he  obtained  and  caused  to  be  pubHshed  a  report  of  the  Congress  that 
probably  is  the  property  of  the  American  people.  At  the  same  time  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  Standards  and  Conduct  has  voted  not  really  to  begin  an 
investigation  of  a  United  States  Senator  because  of  allegations  against  him  that 
he  may  have  been  receiving  corporate  funds  illegally  over  a  period  of  years. 

Do  you  suppose,  sir,  that  events  like  this  contribute  to  the  feeling  in  the  coun- 
try that  maybe  there  is  something  v^rong  in  Washington,  and  I  don't  mean 
just  in  the  executive  branch,  but  throughout  the  w^hole  Government  .f^ 

The  President.  There  is  a  considerable  anti- Washington  feeling  throughout 
the  country  but  I  think  the  feeling  is  misplaced.  In  the  2  years  v^e  have  restored 
integrity  in  the  White  House  and  wc  have  set  high  standards  in  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government. 

The  anti- Washington  feeling,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  focused  on  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  For  example,  this  Congress  very  shortly  w^ill 
spend  a  billion  dollars  a  year  for  its  housekeeping,  its  salaries,  its  expenses,  and 
the  like.  The  next  Congress  w^ill  probably  be  the  first  billion  dollar  Congress 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  I  don't  think  the  American  people  are 
getting  their  money's  v^orth  from  the  majority  party  that  runs  this  Congress. 
.  We,  in  addition,  see  that  in  the  last  4  years  the  number  of  employees  hired 
by  the  Congress  has  gone  up  substantially,  much  more  than  the  gross  national 
product,  much  more  than  any  other  increase  throughout  our  society.  Congress 
is  hiring  people  by  the  droves,  and  the  cost,  as  a  result,  has  gone  up. 

And  I  don't  see  any  improvement  in  the  performance  of  the  Congress  under 
the  present  leadership.  So,  it  seems  to  me,  instead  of  the  anti-Washington  feel- 
ing being  aimed  at  everybody  in  Washington,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  focus 
should  be  v^hefe  the  problem  is,  w^hich  is  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  particularly  the  majority  in  the  Congress. 

They  spend  too  much  money  on  themselves.  They  have  too  many  employees. 
There  is  some  question  about  their  morality.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  this  election 
the  focus  should  not  be  on  the  executive  branch,  but  the  correction  should  come 
as  the  voters  for  their  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  for  their 
United  States  Senator.  That's  w^here  the  problem  is.  And  I  hope  there  w^ill  be 
some  corrective  action  taken,  so  wt  can  get  some  new^  leadership  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Reynolds.  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  follov^  up,  I  think  you  have  made  it 
plain  that  you  take  a  dim  view  of  the  majority  in  the  Congress.  Isn't  it  quite 
likely,  sir,  that  you  will  have  a  Democratic  Congress  in  the  next  session  if  you 
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are  elected  President,  and  hasn't  the  country  a  right  to  ask  whether  you  can  get 
along  with  that  Congress  or  whether  we  will  have  continued  confrontation  ? 

The  President.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  a  chance,  the  Republicans, 
to  get  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  We  will  make  some  gains 
in  the  United  States  Senate.  So  there  will  be  different  ratios  in  the  House  as  well 
as  in  the  Senate,  and  as  President  I  will  be  able  to  work  with  that  Congress. 

But  let  me  take  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  if  I  might.  Supposing  we  had  had  a 
Democratic  Congress  for  the  last  2  years  and  we  had  had  Governor  Carter  as 
President.  He  has,  in  effect,  said  that  he  would  agree  with  all  of — he  would 
disapprove  of  the  vetoes  that  I  have  made  and  would  have  added  significantly  to 
expenditures  and  the  deficit  in  the  Federal  Government.  I  think  it  would  be 
contrary  to  one  of  the  basic  concepts  in  our  system  of  government,  a  system  of 
checks  and  balances. 

We  have  a  Democratic  Congress  today,  and  fortunately,  we've  had  a  Republi- 
can President  to  check  their  excesses  with  my  vetoes.  If  we  have  a  Democratic 
Congress  next  year  and  a  President  who  wants  to  spend  an  additional  $100 
billion  a  year  or  maybe  $200  billion  a  year,  with  more  programs,  we  will  have, 
in  my  judgment,  greater  deficits  with  more  spending,  more  dangers  of  inflation. 

I  think  the  American  people  want  a  Republican  President  to  check  on  any 
excesses  that  come  out  of  the  next  Congress  if  it  is  a  Democratic  Congress. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  it's  not  a  matter  of  Republican  and  Democrat;  it's  a  matter 
of  leadership  or  no  leadership.  President  Eisenhower  worked  with  a  Democratic 
Congress  very  well.  Even  President  Nixon,  because  he  was  a  strong  leader,  at 
least,  worked  with  a  Democratic  Congress  very  well. 

Mr.  Ford  has  vetoed,  as  I  said  earlier,  four  times  as  many  bills  per  year  as  Mr. 
Nixon.  Mr.  Ford  quite  often  puts  forward  a  program  just  as  a  pubUc  relations 
stunt  and  never  tries  to  put  it  through  the  Congress  by  working  with  the  Con- 
gress. I  think  under  President  Nixon  and  Eisenhower — they  passed  about  60  to 
75  percent  of  their  legislation.  This  year  Mr.  Ford  will  not  pass  more  than  26 
percent  of  all  the  legislative  proposals  he  puts  forward. 

This  is  government  by  stalemate.  And  we've  seen  almost  a  complete  break- 
down in  the  proper  relationship  between  the  President,  who  represents  this 
country,  and  the  Congress,  who,  collectively,  also  represent  this  country. 

We've  had  Republican  Presidents  before  who  have  tried  to  run  against  a 
Democratic  Congress.  And  I  don't  think  it's — the  Congress  is  Mr.  Ford's  oppon- 
ent. But  if  he  insists  that  I  be  responsible  for  the  Democratic  Congress,  of  which 
I  have  not  been  a  part,  then  I  think  it's  only  fair  that  he  be  responsible  for  the 
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Nixon  administration  in  its  entirety,  of  which  he  was  a  part.  That,  I  think,  is  a 
good  balance. 

But  the  point  is  that  a  President  ought  to  lead  this  country.  Mr.  Ford,  so  far 
as  I  know,  except  for  avoiding  another  Watergate,  has  not  accomplished  one 
single  major  program  for  his  country.  And  there  has  been  a  constant  squabbling 
between  the  President  and  the  Congress,  and  that's  not  the  way  this  country 
ought  to  be  run. 

I  might  go  back  to  one  other  thing.  Mr.  Ford  has  misquoted  an  AP  news 
story  that  was  in  error  to  begin  with.  That  story  reported  several  times  that  I 
would  lower  taxes  for  lower-  and  middle-income  families,  and  that  correction 
was  delivered  to  the  White  House.  And  I  am  sure  that  the  President  knows 
about  this  correction,  but  he  still  insists  on  repeating  an  erroneous  statement. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  Governor  Carter,  we  no  longer  have  enough 
time  for  two  complete  sequences  of  questions.  We  have  only  about  6  minutes  left 
for  questions  and  answers.  For  that  reason  we  will  drop  the  follow-up  questions 
at  this  point,  but  each  candidate  will  still  be  able  to  respond  to  the  other's 
answers. 

To  the  extent  that  you  can,  gentlemen,  please  keep  your  remarks  brief. 

Mr.  Gannon.  Governor  Carter,  one  important  part  of  the  Government's  eco- 
nomic policy  apparatus  we  haven't  talked  about  is  the  Federal  Reserve  Board. 
I  would  like  to  ask  you  something  about  what  you  have  said,  and  that  is  that  you 
believe  that  a  President  ought  to  have  a  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board 
whose  views  are  compatible  with  his  own. 

Based  on  the  record  of  the  last  few  years,  would  you  say  that  your  views  are 
compatible  with  those  of  Chairman  Arthur  Burns,  and  if  not,  would  you  seek 
his  resignation  if  you  are  elected  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  What  I  have  said  is  that  the  President  ought  to  have  a  chance  to 
appoint  the  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  to  have  a  coterminus  term; 
in  other  words,  both  of  them  serve  the  same  4  years. 

The  Congress  can  modify  the  supply  of  money  by  modifying  the  income  tax 
laws.  The  President  can  modify  the  economic  structure  of  the  country  by  public 
statements  and  general  attitudes  and  the  budget  that  he  proposes.  The  Federal 
Reserve  has  an  independent  status  that  ought  to  be  preserved. 

I  think  that  Mr.  Burns  did  take  a  typical  erroneous  Republican  attitude  in 
the  1973  year  when  inflation  was  so  high.  He  assumed  that  the  inflation  rate  was 
because  of  excessive  demand  and,  therefore,  put  into  effect  tight  constraint  on 
the  economy,  very  high  interest  rates — which  is  typical,  also,  of  a  Republican 
administration — tried  to  increase  the  tax  payments  by  individuals,  cut  the  tax 
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payments  by  corporations.  I  would  have  done  it  opposite.  I  think  the  problem 
should  have  been  addressed  by  increasing  productivity,  by  having  put  people  back 
to  work  so  they  could  purchase  more  goods,  lower  income  taxes  on  individuals, 
perhaps  raise  them  if  necessary  on  corporations  in  comparison.  But  Mr.  Burns 
in  that  respect  made  a  very  serious  mistake. 

I  would  not  want  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board. 
But  I  do  think  we  ought  to  have  a  cohesive  economic  policy  with  at  least  the 
Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  and  the  President's  terms  being  the 
same  and  letting  the  Congress  of  course  be  the  third  entity  with  independence, 
subject  only  to  the  President's  veto. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  your  response. 

The  President.  The  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  should  be  in- 
dependent. Fortunately,  he  has  been  during  Democratic  as  well  as  Republican 
administrations.  As  a  result,  in  the  last  2  years  we  have  had  a  responsible 
monetary  policy. 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  indicated  that  the  supply  of  money  would  be  held 
between  4  to  4|/2  and  7  and  JYi.  They  have  done  a  good  job  in  integrating  the 
money  supply  with  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  executive  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  Government. 

It  would  be  catastrophic  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  be- 
came the  tool  of  the  political  party  that  was  in  power.  It's  important  for  our 
future  economic  security  that  that  job  be  nonpolitical  and  separate  from  the 
executive  and  the  legislative  branches. 

The  Moderator.  Mrs.  Drew. 

Ms.  Drew.  Mr.  President,  the  real  problem  with  the  FBI — in  fact,  all  of 
the  intelligence  agencies — is  there  are  no  real  laws  governing  them.  Such 
laws  as  there  are  tend  to  be  vague  and  open-ended.  Now,  you  have  issued  some 
Executive  orders,  but  we  have  learned  that  leaving  these  agencies  to  executive 
discretion  and  direction  can  get  them  and  in  fact  the  country  in  a  great  deal 
of  trouble.  One  President  may  be  a  decent  man,  the  next  one  might  not  be. 

So,  what  do  you  think  about  trying  to  write  in  some  more  protection  by 
getting  some  laws  governing  these  agencies  ? 

The  President.  You  are  familiar,  of  course,  with  the  fact  that  I  am  the  first 
President  in  30  years  who  has  reorganized  the  intelligence  agencies  in  the 
Federal  Government— the  CIA,  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency,  the  National 
Security  Agency,  and  the  others.  We've  done  that  by  Executive  order.  And  I 
think  we've  tightened  it  up;  we've  straightened  out  their  problems  that  de- 
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veloped  over  the  last  few  years.  It  doesn't  seem  to  me  that  it's  needed  or 
necessary  to  have  legislation  in  this  particular  regard. 

I  have  recommended  to  the  Congress,  how^ever — I'm  sure  you  are  famiUar 
w^ith  this— legislation  that  v^ould  make  it  very  proper  and  in  the  right  w^ay  that 
the  Attorney  General  could  go  in  and  get  the  right  for  wiretapping  under 
security  cases.  This  was  an  effort  that  was  made  by  the  Attorney  General  and 
myself  working  with  the  Congress.  But  even  in  this  area  where  I  think  new 
legislation  would  be  justified,  the  Congress  has  not  responded. 

So,  I  feel  in  that  case  as  well  as  in  the  reorganization  of  the  intelligence 
agencies — as  I've  done — we  have  to  do  it  by  Executive  order.  And  I'm  glad 
that  we  have  a  good  Director  in  George  Bush;  we  have  good  Executive  orders. 
And  the  CIA  and  the  DIA  and  NSA  are  now  doing  a  good  job  under  proper 
supervision. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  one  of  the  very  serious  things  that's  happened  in  our 
Government  in  recent  years  and  has  continued  up  until  now  is  a  breakdown 
in  the  trust  among  our  people  in  the 

[At  Ms  point,  there  was  an  audio  failure  which  caused  a  delay  in  the  debate  until  11:18  p.m.] 

The  Moderator.  Ladies  and  gendemen,  probably  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  say  that  we  had  a  technical  failure  during  the  debates.  It  was  not  a  failure 
in  the  debate;  it  was  a  failure  in  the  broadcasting  of  the  debate.  It  occurred 
27  minutes  ago.  The  fault  has  been  dealt  with,  and  we  want  to  thank  President 
Ford  and  Governor  Carter  for  being  so  patient  and  understanding  while  this 
delay  went  on. 

We  very  much  regret  the  technical  failure  that  lost  the  sound  as  it  was  leav- 
ing the  theatre.  It  occurred  during  Governor  Carter's  response  to  what  would 
have  been  and  what  was  the  last  question  put  to  the  candidates.  That  question 
went  to  President  Ford.  It  dealt  with  the  control  of  Government  intelligence 
agencies.  Governor  Carter  was  making  his  response  and  had  very  nearly  fin- 
ished it.  He  will  conclude  that  response  now,  after  which  President  Ford  and 
Governor  Carter  will  make  their  closing  statements. 

Mr.  Carter.  There  has  been  too  much  Government  secrecy  and  not  enough 
respect  for  the  personal  privacy  of  American  citizens. 

The  Moderator.  It  is  now  time  for  the  closing  statements  which  are  to  be 
up  to  4  minutes  long. 

Governor  Carter,  by  the  same  toss  of  the  coin  that  directed  the  first  question 
to  you,  you  are  to  go  first  now. 
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Mr.  Carter.  Well,  tonight,  we've  had  a  chance  to  talk  a  lot  about  the  past, 
but  I  think  it  is  time  to  talk  about  the  future.  Our  Nation  in  the  last  8  years 
has  been  divided  as  never  before.  It's  a  time  for  unity.  It  is  time  to  draw  our- 
selves together,  to  have  a  President  and  a  Congress  that  can  work  together  with 
mutual  respect  for  a  change,  cooperating  for  a  change,  in  the  open  for  a  change, 
so  the  people  can  understand  their  own  Government.  It  is  time  for  Govern- 
ment, industry  and  labor,  manufacturing,  agriculture,  education,  other  entities 
in  our  society  to  cooperate.  And  it's  a  time  for  Government  to  understand  and 
to  cooperate  with  our  people. 

For  a  long  time  our  American  citizens  have  been  excluded,  sometimes  mis- 
led, sometimes  have  been  lied  to.  This  is  not  compatible  with  the  purpose  of 
our  Nation.  I  believe  in  our  country.  It  needs  to  be  competent,  the  Govern- 
ment needs  to  be  well  managed,  efficient,  economical.  We  need  to  have  a 
Government  that's  sensitive  to  our  people's  needs,  to  those  who  are  poor,  who 
don't  have  adequate  health  care,  who  have  been  cheated  too  long  by  our  tax 
programs,  who've  been  out  of  jobs,  whose  families  have  been  torn  apart.  We 
need  to  restore  the  faith  and  the  trust  of  the  American  people  in  their  own 
Government. 

In  addition  to  that,  we've  suffered  because  we  haven't  had  leadership  in  this 
administration.  We  have  got  a  Government  of  stalemate.  We've  lost  the  vision 
of  what  our  country  can  and  ought  to  be.  This  is  not  the  America  that  we've 
known  in  the  past.  It's  not  the  America  that  we  have  to  have  in  the  future. 

I  don't  claim  to  know  all  the  answers,  but  I've  got  confidence  in  my  country. 
Our  economic  strength  is  still  there.  Our  system  of  government,  in  spite  of 
Vietnam,  Cambodia,  CIA,  Watergate,  is  still  the  best  system  of  government 
on  Earth.  And  the  greatest  resource  of  all  are  the  215  million  Americans  who 
still  have  within  us  the  strength,  the  character,  the  intelligence,  the  experience, 
the  patriotism,  the  idealism,  the  compassion,  the  sense  of  brotherhood  on  which 
we  can  rely  in  the  future  to  restore  the  greatness  to  our  country. 

We  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  our  Govenment  anymore.  We  need  a 
President  that  can  go  in  who  derives  his  strength  from  the  people.  I  owe  the 
special  interests  nothing.  I  owe  everything  to  you,  the  people  of  this  country. 
And  I  believe  that  we  can  bind  our  wounds.  I  believe  that  we  can  work  to- 
gether. And  I  believe  that  if  we  can  tap  the  tremendous  untapped  reservoir  of 
innate  strength  in  this  country,  that  we  can  once  again  have  a  Government  as 
good  as  our  people  and  let  the  world  know  what  we  still  know  and  hope  for — 
that  we  still  live  in  the  greatest  and  the  strongest  and  the  best  country  on 
Earth. 
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The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  On  November  2  all  of  you  will  make  a  very,  very  important 
decision.  One  of  the  major  issues  in  this  campaign  is  trust.  A  President  should 
never  promise  more  than  he  can  deliver,  and  a  President  should  always  deliver 
everything  that  he  has  promised.  A  President  can't  be  all  things  to  all  people. 
A  President  should  be  the  same  thing  to  all  people. 

Another  issue  in  this  campaign:  Governor  Carter  has  endorsed  the  Demo- 
cratic platform,  which  calls  for  more  spending,  bigger  deficits,  more  inflation, 
or  more  taxes.  Governor  Carter  has  embraced  the  record  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, dominated  by  his  political  party.  It  calls  for  more  of  the  same.  Governor 
Carter  in  his  acceptance  speech  called  for  more  and  more  programs,  which 
means  more  and  more  Government.  I  think  the  real  issue  in  this  campaign — 
and  that  which  you  must  decide  on  November  2 — is  whether  you  should  vote 
for  his  promises  or  my  performance  in  2  years  in  the  White  House. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  we  had  a  wonderful  200th  birthday  for  our  great 
country.  It  was  a  superb  occasion.  It  was  a  glorious  day. 

In  the  first  century  of  our  Nation's  history,  our  forefathers  gave  us  the  finest 
form  of  government  in  the  history  of  mankind.  In  the  second  century  of  our  Na- 
tion's history,  our  forefathers  developed  the  most  productive  industrial  nation 
in  the  history  of  the  globe.  Our  third  century  should  be  the  century  of  individ- 
ual freedom  for  all  our  215  million  Americans  today  and  all  that  join  us. 

In  the  last  few  years  government  has  gotten  bigger  and  bigger;  industry 
has  gotten  larger  and  larger;  labor  unions  have  gotten  bigger  and  bigger;  and 
our  children  have  been  the  victims  of  mass  education. 

We  must  make  this  next  century  the  century  of  the  individual.  We  should 
never  forget  that  a  government  big  enough  to  give  us  everything  we  want  is 
a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  us  everything  we  have. 

The  individual  worker  in  the  plants  throughout  the  United  States  should 
not  be  a  small  cog  in  a  big  machine.  The  member  of  a  labor  union  must  have 
his  rights  strengthened  and  broadened,  and  our  children  in  their  education 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  improve  themselves  based  on  their  talents  and 
their  abilities. 

My  mother  and  father,  during  the  Depression,  worked  very  hard  to  give  me 
an  opportunity  to  do  better  in  our  great  country.  Your  mothers  and  fathers 
did  the  same  thing  for  you  and  others.  Betty  and  I  have  worked  very  hard  to 
give  our  children  a  brighter  future  in  the  United  States,  our  beloved  country. 
You  and  others  in  this  great  country  have  worked  hard  and  done  a  great  deal 
to  give  your  children  and  your  grandchildren  the  blessings  of  a  better  America. 
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I  believe  we  can  all  work  together  to  make  the  individuals  in  the  future  have 
more,  and  all  of  us  working  together  can  build  a  better  America. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you,  President  Ford.  Thank  you,  Governor  Carter. 
Our  thanks  also  to  the  questioners  and  to  the  audience  in  this  theatre.  We  much 
regret  the  technical  failure  that  caused  a  28-minute  delay  in  the  broadcast  of 
the  debate.  We  believe,  however,  that  everyone  will  agree  that  it  did  not 
detract  from  the  effectiveness  of  the  debate  or  from  its  fairness. 

The  next  Presidential  debate  is  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  October  6,  in 
San  Francisco,  at  9:30  p.m.,  eastern  daylight  time.  The  topics  are  to  be  foreign 
and  defense  issues.  As  with  all  three  debates  between  the  Presidential  candi- 
dates and  the  one  between  the  Vice-Presidential  candidates,  it  is  being  arranged 
by  the  League  of  Women  Voters  Education  Fund  in  the  hope  of  promoting  a 
wider  and  better  informed  participation  by  the  American  people  in  the  elec- 
tion in  November. 

Now,  from  the  Walnut  Street  Theatre  in  Philadelphia,  good  night. 

note:  The  debate  began  at  9:31  p.m.  at  the  Walnut  Street  Theatre  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  It  was  broadcast 
live  on  radio  and  television. 
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Remarks  at  a  President  Ford  Committee  Reception  in 
Philadelphia.     September  23,  1976 

Senator  Schweiker,  my  distinguished  friends  on  the  platform,  all  of  you  won- 
derful people  from  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  New  Jersey: 

On  July  4  I  was  in  Philadelphia  to  participate  in  our  Bicentennial  birthday 
anniversary.  I  came  back  to  Philadelphia  today  for  a  new  experience.  I  didn't 
come  back  to  write  history;  I  came  back  to  talk  about  what  we're  going  to  do 
to  make  a  better  America  in  the  next  4  years  under  a  Ford  administration. 

Q.  [Inaudible]. 

The  President.  I  don't  know,  because  I  haven't  seen  all  of  the  polls,  but  from 
what  I've  heard  we  did  all  right  in  that  debate.  And  when  we  get  to  the  next 
one,  which  talks  about  national  defense  and  foreign  policy,  we'll  do  even  better. 

We  have  a  turning  point  in  this  campaign.  The  polls  are  going  our  way,  the 
momentum  is  on  our  side.  The  basic  reason  is  that  in  the  last  2  years,  under 
most  difficult  circumstances,  we  have  done  a  good  job  for  America,  and  in  the 
next  4  years  we  will  do  a  better  job. 

The  issues  are  with  us.  The  American  people  know  that  we  have  established 
a  base  for  a  healthy,  prosperous  economy.  The  American  people  know  that  we 
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have  achieved  the  peace  and  that  v^e  have  the  miHtary  skill  and  the  diplomatic 
capability  to  keep  the  peace.  They  knov^  that  wt  have  restored  trust  in  the 
White  House.  The  American  people  vv^ant  4  more  years  of  Ford. 

Pennsylvania,  Nev^  Jersey,  and  Delaw^are  are  key  States.  We  want  to  win 
those  States  and  all  47  other  States,  and  we're  going  to  do  it. 

Thank  you  all  for  what  you  have  done,  thank  you  for  what  you  are  doing, 
and  thank  you  for  what  you  are  going  to  do.  We'll  win  November  2. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:53   p.m.  in  the       Jersey,  and  Delaware  President  Ford  Committees. 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Bellevue  Stratford  Hotel.  The  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to 

reception  was  sponsored  by  the  Pennsylvania,  New       Senator  Richard  S.  Schweiker  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Remarks  at  the  National  Quadrennial  Convention  of  the 
Polish-American  Congress  in  Philadelphia, 
September  24,  1976 

Your  Excellence  Cardinal  Krol,  Senator  Schwei\er,  Congressman  John  Heinz 
distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  feel  great.  How  do  you  feel  this  morning  ? 

I  am  greatly  honored  by  your  invitation  to  address  the  convention  of  the 
Polish-American  Congress,  and  I  am  mighty  proud  to  be  here,  not  just  as 
President  but  as  a  friend  of  American  Polonia. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  mine — and  the  policy  of  my  administration — ^to 
listen  carefully  to  the  voice  of  Polish  America.  When  it  comes  to  sacrifice  and 
achievement,  you  have  given  more,  far  more  than  your  share  in  making  this 
the  greatest  country  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

Fifty-eight  years  ago  another  Polish-American  conference  was  addressed  by 
the  great  patriot,  Jan  Paderewski.  His  feats  as  an  orator  were  no  less  stunning 
than  his  genius  as  a  musician  and  as  the  leader  of  the  Polish-American  people. 
His  address  to  his  audience,  in  Polish,  for  over  lYi  hours — I  will  not  try  to 
emulate  that  performance — however,  let  me  repeat  a  few  of  Paderewski's  com- 
ments and  observations.  He  said,  and  I  quote,  "The  Poles  in  America  do  not 
need  any  Americanization.  It  is  superfluous  to  explain  to  them  what  are  the 
ideals  of  America.  They  know  very  well,  for  they  have  been  theirs  for  1,000 
years." 

Another  Polish-American  leader  put  the  same  thought  this  way.  "I  feel  I 
am  200  percent  American  because  I  am  100  percent  Pole." 
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Much  of  what  America  celebrates  in  its  Bicentennial  Year  we  owe  to  Polish 
Americans.  Before  the  Pilgrims  even  landed  at  Plymouth,  Poles  had  already 
first  built  the  first  factory  in  America  in  the  colony  at  Jamestown.  Poles  had 
already  pioneered  American  civil  liberties,  demanding  and  receiving  from  the 
Virginia  colony  a  voice  in  their  own  government. 

For  more  than  three  and  a  half  centuries,  Polish  Americans  have  been  work- 
ing hard  to  build  a  better  Hfe  for  themselves  and  for  their  children.  You  have 
been  soldiers  and  settlers,  teachers  and  clergymen,  scientists,  craftsmen  and 
artists.  You  have  earned  a  distinguished  place  in  the  New  World  as  your  ances- 
tors did  in  the  old. 

Yet  today,  you  are  troubled.  You  look  abroad  and  see  friends  and  relatives  who 
do  not  fully  share  your  freedom  in  America.  You  look  at  home  and  see  too 
many  of  your  neighborhoods  deteriorating.  I  share  your  deep  concern,  and  I  am 
also  troubled. 

But  there  is  much  we  can  do,  as  much  as  we  have  been  doing,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  In  the  first  2  years  of  this  administration,  I  have  worked  hard  to 
build  a  positive  and  expanding  relationship  with  the  people  and  the  Government 
of  Poland.  A  powerful  motivation  for  that  policy  has  been  the  knowledge  that 
for  many,  many  Americans,  Poland  is  the  home  of  their  ancestors  and  their 
relatives. 

I  have  sought  to  tie  our  countries  closer  together  economically  and  culturally. 
In  the  last  2  years,  trade  between  our  countries  has  almost  doubled.  For  Amer- 
ica, that  means  more  jobs  and  more  production.  For  Poland,  that  means  a 
higher  standard  of  living  and  greater  exposure  to  the  American  way  of  life. 

A  valuable  worker  in  this  important  task  has  been  the  head  of  the  Small  Busi- 
ness Administration,  Mitch  Kobelinski.  Last  week  in  Washington,  I  met  with 
Mitch.  He  told  me  personally  how  badly  he  wanted  to  be  here  this  weekend,  but 
this  week  he  is  in  Poland  discussing  how  and  by  what  means  we  can  expand 
trade  between  our  two  peoples. 

My  own  meetings  with  Polish  officials  in  Washington,  in  1974,  and  in  Warsaw 
and  Krakow,  in  1975,  have  led  to  a  better  understanding  between  our  two 
countries.  In  1974,  we  signed  a  Joint  Statement  of  Principles  of  PoUsh-American 
Relations.  In  that  statement,  I  reaflSrmed  for  the  United  States  the  importance 
we  attach  to  a  sovereign  and  independent  Poland.  That  statement  was  a  part  of 
a  broader  policy  I  have  advocated  throughout  my  entire  life. 

The  United  States  must  continue  to  support  by  every  peaceful  and  proper 
means  the  aspirations  for  freedom  and  national  independence  of  peoples  of 
Eastern  Europe.  As  I  have  said  many  times  before,  as  I  told  a  group  of  PoUsh- 
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American  leaders  at  the  White  House  just  2  weeks  ago,  the  so-called  Sonnenfeldt 
doctrine  ^  never  did  exist  and  does  not  exist.  The  United  States  is  totally  opposed 
to  spheres  of  influence  belonging  to  any  power.  That  policy  is  fundamental  to 
our  relationship  with  Poland,  and  that  pohcy  will  continue  as  long  as  I  am  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

In  my  several  meetings  with  Polish  leaders,  I  also  stress  the  importance  that 
all  Americans  attach  to  humanitarian  issues.  People  everywhere  should  have 
the  right  to  express  themselves  freely.  People  everywhere  should  have  the  right 
to  emigrate  and  travel  freely.  People  everywhere  should  have  the  right  to  be 
united  with  their  families.  I  will  continue  to  see  that  humanitarian  matters  are 
treated  with  the  highest  priority  not  only  in  our  relationships  with  Poland  but 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

If  we  are  to  keep  the  respect  throughout  the  world  ttiat  the  United  States  has 
today  and  must  maintain,  we  must  keep  America  strong.  We  must  make  sure 
that  America  not  only  has  strong  defenses  but  a  strong  heart.  Polish  Americans 
know  what  it  means  to  be  strong.  Many  of  your  families  came  here  without 
material  wealth.  In  the  countryside  you  cleared  the  land  and  made  productive 
farms.  In  the  cities  you  built  neighborhoods  you  could  be  proud  of.  You  built 
and  paid  for  your  own  churches.  You  built  your  own  schools  and  financial  insti- 
tutions. You  built  orphanages  for  the  young  and  hospitals  for  the  aged.  You  built 
your  own  institutions,  the  great  fraternal  organizations  represented  here  today. 

We  must  ensure  that  what  you  have  done,  what  you  have  earned,  what  you 
have  built,  will  be  here  for  your  children  to  enjoy — these  wonderful  young  peo- 
ple here  on  this  podium  and  in  this  hall.  We  must  ensure  that  your  families 
will  have  the  neighborhoods  they  need  to  build  a  decent  life  of  their  own. 

A  family  needs  a  neighborhood  that  is  safe.  A  family  needs  a  neighborhood 
that  is  stable.  A  family  needs  a  neighborhood  with  local  churches,  local  shops, 
and  local  schools. 

Some  of  the  healthiest  neighborhoods  in  our  cities  are  Polish-American  neigh- 
borhoods, but  today  too  many  neighborhoods  are  threatened  by  urban  decay. 
You  are  paying  a  terrible  price  in  lost  property  values — property  you  worked 
hard  to  buy  and  maintain  and  that  you  love. 

In  cities  like  Philadelphia,  Detroit,  Chicago,  too  many  young  men  and 
women  are  finding  it  impossible  to  remain  in  the  neighborhoods  where  they 
were  raised.  Too  many  parents  are  forced  to  watch  helplessly  as  all  they  have 
worked  and  saved  to  build  up  is  eaten  away.  This  does  not  have  to  happen.  I  will 
continue  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  see  to  it  that  it  does  not  happen. 


^  Helmut  Sonnenfeldt,  Counselor  for  the  State  Department. 
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On  the  first  day  of  this  year,  I  signed  into  law  the  Mortgage  Disclosure  Act  to 
prevent  redlining  and  neighborhood  decline.  Last  month,  I  met  with  the  ethnic 
leaders  to  see  what  more  we  could  do.  As  a  result  of  that  meeting,  I  created  the 
President's  Committee  on  Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood  Revitaliza- 
tion.  I  charged  that  Committee  with  developing  a  sound  Federal  policy  to  help 
preserve  our  neighborhoods.  That  policy  will  be  based  on  local  initiative  and 
local  control. 

Revitalizing  our  neighborhoods  will  help  preserve  your  investments  in  your 
homes,  your  churches,  and  your  community  facilities.  It  will  help  keep  families 
together ;  it  will  help  keep  America  together.  America  itself  is  a  wonderful  fam- 
ily. We  must  keep  that  family  close — closer  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past. 

As  a  young  boy  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  I  was  very  fortunate  to  have  as 
close  friends  Americans  from  many  backgrounds.  In  high  school  I  was  lucky. 
I  worked  as  a  part-time  waiter  and  a  dishwasher  in  a  restaurant  owned  by  a  man 
named  Bill  Skouges,  who  was  of  Greek  descent.  That  was  in  1929  and  1930, 
when  jobs  and  money  were  not  easy  to  come  by.  I  earned  $2  a  week  and  my 
lunches,  and  Bill  Skouges  earned  my  admiration  and  affection  and  respect. 

As  a  young  Congressman,  my  first  administrative  assistant  was  my  long  and 
dear  friend  John  Milonowski,  who  is,  incidentally,  running  for  probate  judge 
out  there,  and  let's  get  him  elected.  John  and  I  worked  together  for  many,  many 
years,  and  on  my  recommendation  he  became  our  United  States  District  Attorney 
in  the  Western  District  of  Michigan.  I  was  proud  of  the  job  he  did,  and  it  earns 
him  the  opportunity  to  be  one  of  our  three  probate  judges  in  the  city  of  Grand 
Rapids. 

But,  as  President  of  all  of  the  people,  I  am  determined  that  every  voice  in  the 
American  family  must  be  heard.  The  voice  of  American  Polonia  will  be  listened 
to  because  all  of  us  are  proud  of  the  red,  white,  and  blue.  We  should  be  proud 
of  the  great  heritage  of  the  red  and  white. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke  at    10:35   a.m.   in  the  Richard  S.  Schweiker  of  Pennsylvania. 

Crystal  Ballroom  at  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Hotel.  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of  the 

In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  John  Cardinal  White  House  press  release. 

Krol,    archbishop    of    Philadelphia,     and    Senator 
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Remarks  During  a  Tour  of  Philadelphia's  Italian  Market. 

September  24,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING.  I  feel  great.  I  hope  you  feel  the  same  way. 

Let  me  thank  everybody  for  the  opportunity  to  come  to  this  wonderful 
ItaHan  Market.  I  have  heard  about  it  for  years.  I  know  poUtical  candidates 
have  come  here  in  the  past,  but  I  don't  think  a  President  of  the  United  States 
has  ever  come  down  to  visit  all  you  wonderful  people  in  the  Italian  Market. 
I  thank  you  for  your  welcome.  I  do  want  to  thank  the  students  and  others 
from  St.  Paul's  and  Mary  Magdalene  schools  for  being  here. 

Let  me  just  make  one  or  two  comments  that  I  think  affect  all  of  us  as 
Americans.  When  I  was  very  young,  I  was  taught  by  my  Sunday  school 
teacher  that  the  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  was  its  many  colors.  The  strength  of 
America  is  its  many  colors  and  many  nationalities,  and  we  want  to  keep  it 
that  way. 

I've  had  the  privilege  to  visit  many  of  our  major  metropolitan  areas  over  the 
time  that  I  have  been  President  and  before.  We  must  retain  the  kind  of 
neighborhoods  that  you  and  your  forefathers  have  built  in  Philadelphia  and 
Chicago  and  Detroit  and  elsewhere.  Those  neighborhoods — with  your  own 
shops,  with  your  own  schools,  with  your  own  churches — those  are  the  kinds 
of  neighborhoods  that  make  America  what  it  is,  and  I  promise  you  we  will 
keep  them  that  way. 

It's  wonderful  to  be  here  with  my  good  friend,  John  Heinz.^  Let  me 
say  that  working  together  with  him  and  others,  we  will  see  that  the  great 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  United 
States  will  be  better  and  better  places  for  all  of  us  to  live  in  our  third  century 
of  American  history. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Bystander.  Mr.  President,  have  you  forgiven  Senator  Schweiker? 

The  President.  We  have  been  good  friends  in  the  past,  and  we  are  in  the 
future. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1 1 :46  a.m. 


^  Representative  John  H.  Heinz  III  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Remarks  on  Diplomatic  Negotiations  in  Southern  Africa. 
September  24,  1976 

I  AM  very  pleased  to  hear  of  the  announcement  today  by  [Prime  Minister] 
Ian  Smith  of  Rhodesia.  On  behalf  of  the  Rhodesian  authorities,  he  has  accepted 
proposals  that  can  head  off  an  escalating  conflict  and  should  produce  negotia- 
tions which  can  bring  southern  Africa  closer  to  peace. 

The  United  States  is  proud  to  have  made  a  contribution,  but  v^e  have  not 
done  so  alone.  The  principles  of  the  settlement  set  forth  are  based  on  the 
plan  oudined  by  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  on  March  22.  I  w^ish  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  Prime  Minister  and  to  the  United  Kingdom  w^ith  whom  we  have  closely 
cooperated.  Farsighted  and  indispensable  contributions  were  also  made  by 
the  various  African  Presidents.  I  would  like  as  well  to  acknowledge  the  con- 
structive role  played  by  Prime  Minister  Vorster  of  South  Africa. 

The  road  is  now  open  for  an  African  solution  to  an  African  problem — free 
of  outside  intervention,  violence,  and  bitterness.  This  has  been  the  objective 
of  the  United  States  and  the  purpose  of  the  skillful  and  energetic  diplomacy 
that  we  have  pursued.  We  call  on  other  nations  to  support,  not  impede,  the 
African  search  for  a  peaceful  settlement. 

The  United  States  is  prepared  to  continue  to  help.  We  will  not  prescribe 
for  the  peoples  of  Africa  what  only  they  can  bring  about.  But  we  will  be  avail- 
able to  lend  our  full  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  British,  the  Rhodesians  of  both 
races,  and  the  African  States  concerned. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  several  parties  will  now  move  swiftly  to  estab- 
lish the  conditions  for  independence  in  which  all  of  its  peoples  can  live  together 
in  harmony.  Today  we  have  seen  an  act  of  realism  that  is  the  first  step  toward 
that  goal.  With  good  will  on  all  sides  that  vision  can  become  a  reality. 

A  threat  to  world  peace  has  been  eased.  We  can  take  satisfaction  in  the  role 
we  have  played.  I  extend  my  best  wishes  to  the  peoples  of  Rhodesia  and  of  all 
Africa.  I  call  on  all  nations  to  help  them  shape  a  future  of  peace,  prosperity, 
and  human  dignity. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:32  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Veto  of  the  Indian  Employment  Bill.     September  24,  1976 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning,  without  my  approval,  H.R.  5465,  a  bill  which  would  pro- 
vide special  retirement  benefits  to  certain  non-Indian  employees  of  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  and  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS)  who  are  ad- 
versely affected  by  Indian  preference  requirements. 

I  strongly  support  the  objective  of  having  Indians  administer  the  Federal 
programs  direcdy  affecting  them.  I  am  familiar  with  and  understand  the  con- 
cern of  non-Indian  employees  of  these  agencies  about  their  long-term  career 
prospects  because  of  Indian  preference.  But  H.R.  5465  is  the  wrong  way  to  deal 
with  this  problem. 

This  bill  is  designed  to  increase  employment  opportunities  for  Indians  by 
providing  special  compensation  to  non-Indian  employees  in  BIA  and  IHS  who 
retire  early.  It  seeks  to  accomplish  this  purpose  by  authorizing  payment  of  ex- 
traordinary retirement  benefits  under  certain  conditions  to  non-Indian  em- 
ployees of  these  agencies  who  retire  before  1986— benefits  more  liberal  than 
those  available  to  any  other  group  of  Federal  employees  under  the  civil  service 
retirement  system.  I  believe  that  this  approach  will  result  in  inequities  and 
added  costs  that  far  exceed  the  problem  it  is  attempting  to  solve — a  problem 
which  is  already  being  addressed  through  administrative  actions  by  the  agencies 
involved. 

H.R.  5465  would  provide  windfall  retirement  benefits  to  a  relatively  small 
number  of  the  non-Indian  employees  of  these  agencies.  The  Indian  employees 
and  other  non-Indian  employees  in  these  same  agencies  would  not  receive  these 
benefits.  The  eligible  employees  are  not  in  danger  of  losing  their  jobs.  Because 
they  may  face  a  limited  outlook  for  promotion,  the  bill  would  pay  these  em- 
ployees costly  annuities  even  though  they  had  completed  substantially  less  than 
a  full  career.  Payments  could  be  made  at  age  50  after  only  20  years  of  Federal 
service,  of  which  as  little  as  11  years  need  be  Indian-agency  service.  Their 
annuities  would  be  equivalent  to  the  benefits  it  would  take  the  average  Federal 
employee  until  age  60  and  27  years  of  service  to  earn. 

This  would  seriously  distort  and  misuse  the  retirement  system  to  solve  a 
problem  of  personnel  management  for  which  there  are  far  more  appropriate 
administrative  solutions.  The  Departments  of  the  Interior  and  Health,  Edu- 
cation, and  Welfare  have  established  special  placement  programs  to  help  non- 
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Indian  employees  who  desire  other  jobs.  I  am  asking  the  Chairman  of  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  to  make  certain  that  those  placement  efforts  are 
rigorously  pursued  with  all  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Further,  these  Departments  assure  me  that  many  non-Indian  employees 
continue  to  have  ample  opportunity  for  full  careers  with  Indian  agencies  if 
they  so  desire.  Accordingly,  H.R.  5465  represents  an  excessive,  although  well- 
motivated,  reaction  to  the  situation.  Indian  preference  does  pose  a  problem  in 
these  agencies,  but  it  can  and  should  be  redressed  without  resort  to  costly  re- 
tirement benefits. 

I  am  not  prepared,  therefore,  to  accept  the  discriminatory  and  costly  ap- 
proach of  H.R.  5465. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  24, 1976. 

note:  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  House  Post  Office  and  Civil  Service  Committee  on  September  27,  1976. 

809 

Statement  on  the  Observance  of  the  Jewish 
High  Holy  Days.     September  24,  1976 

ON  THE  occasion  of  the  High  Holy  Days,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  want  to  express 
special  greetings  to  our  fellow  Americans  of  the  Jewish  faith. 

The  celebration  of  our  Nation's  Bicentennial  has  evoked  in  all  Americans  a 
deeper  appreciation  of  our  rich  and  varied  ancestral  legacy.  We  have  been 
reminded  in  a  special  way  that  our  national  character  has  been  shaped  by  the 
accumulated  wisdom  and  experience  of  many  nations  and  individuals. 

It  is  only  fitting  that  we  express  our  pride  in  the  indelible  stamp  of  Jewish 
wisdom  and  experience  on  our  way  of  life.  This  influence  was  strong  and  vital 
from  the  moment  the  American  continent  became  a  promised  land  of  hope 
and  opportunity.  Our  early  settlers  closely  identified  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Prophets  and  dedicated  themselves  in  this  spirit  to  building  a  land  that  would 
make  the  vision  of  the  Prophets  a  reality. 

This  was  the  spirit  that  sparked  our  independence  and  sustained  us  through 
many  difficult  struggles  on  the  way  to  becoming  a  nation.  It  is  also  the  spirit 
that  has  sustained  the  Jewish  people  and  brought  about  the  creation  of  the 
modern  state  of  Israel.  It  is  the  same  spirit  that  marks  the  special  friendship 


2320 


September  24  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [810] 

of  the  American  and  Israeli  people  and  guides  us  in  our  commitment  to  pre- 
serve the  independence  and  security  of  both  our  lands. 

American  Jews  can  take  satisfaction  in  their  unsurpassed  record  of  humani- 
tarian concern,  civil  responsibility,  and  devotion  to  justice.  As  individuals,  and 
through  their  organizations,  they  have  worked  tirelessly  and  unselfishly  to  live 
up  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers  and  the  aspirations  of  the  Founding  Fathers  of 
our  country.  With  this  in  mind,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  extend  our  best  wishes  for 
a  prosperous,  satisfying,  and  happy  New  Year. 

810 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Postal  Reorganization  Act 
Amendments  of  1976.     September  24,  1976 

I  WELCOME  the  opportunity  to  sign  H.R.  8603,  the  Postal  Reorganization 
Act  Amendments  of  1976,  because  it  represents  the  concerted  efforts  of  the  ad- 
ministration, the  Congress,  and  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  to  find  a  long-term 
solution  to  our  postal  problems. 

This  bill  establishes  a  seven-member,  blue  ribbon  Commission  to  study  the 
broad  range  of  problems  confronting  the  United  States  Postal  Service.  The 
Commission  will  report  to  the  administration  and  the  Congress  by  March  15 
of  next  year  with  its  recommended  solutions  to  these  problems.  During  this 
period,  there  will  be  a  moratorium  on  post  office  closings,  rate  increases,  and 
service  cutbacks. 

To  assure  the  maintenance  of  the  current  financial  status  of  the  postal  sys- 
tem, this  bill  also  authorizes  financial  assistance  to  the  U.S.  Postal  Service 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  its  accumulated  operating  debt. 

I  am  pleased  by  the  responsible  and  effective  bipartisan  cooperation  that 
was  evident  in  the  drafting  and  passage  of  this  legislation.  Senator  McGee 
of  Wyoming,  Senator  Fong  of  Hawaii,  and  Congressmen  Henderson  of  North 
Carolina,  Derwinski  of  Illinois,  Hanley  of  New  York,  and  Johnson  of  Penn- 
sylvania were  especially  helpful  contributors  to  this  effort. 

No  one  pretends  that  this  bill  itself  ensures  the  long-term  solution  to  our 
postal  problems— that  will  evolve  over  a  period  of  time  during  and  after  com- 
pletion of  the  Commission's  study.  But  I  believe  this  bill  is  a  positive  and  con- 
structive step  toward  that  goal. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  8603,  approved  September  24,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-421  (90  Stat.  1303). 
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811 

Veto  of  the  Automotive  Transport  Research  and 
Development  Bill.     September  24,  1976 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  am  returning,  without  my  approval,  H.R.  13655,  the  "Automotive  Trans- 
port Research  and  Development  Act  of  1976." 

This  bill  would  establish  a  five-year  research  and  development  program 
within  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration  (ERDA)  leading 
to  the  development  of  advanced  automobile  propulsion  systems,  advanced  auto- 
mobile subsystems,  and  integrated  test  vehicles  to  promote  the  development  of 
advanced  alternatives  to  existing  automobiles.  The  major  objective  of  the  pro- 
gram would  be  the  development  and  construction  of  integrated  test  vehicles 
which  would  incorporate  advanced  automobile  engines  into  complete  vehicles 
conforming  to  Federal  requirements  for  safety,  emissions,  damageabiUty,  and 
fuel  economy.  Such  development  would  unnecessarily  duphcate  existing  author- 
ities and  extend  into  areas  private  industry  is  best  equipped  to  pursue. 

Both  ERDA  and  the  Department  of  Transportation  (DOT),  the  two  Federal 
agencies  which  would  be  most  directly  affected  by  this  program,  already  have 
sufficient  authority  to  accomplish  the  objectives  of  this  bill.  Under  the  authority 
of  the  Energy  Reorganization  Act  of  1974  and  the  Federal  Non-nuclear  Energy 
Research  and  Development  Act  of  1974,  ERDA's  Highway  Vehicle  Systems 
Program  is  presently  proceeding  with  the  development  of  new  automobile 
engine  systems  to  the  point  where  several  prototype  systems  can  be  demon- 
strated in  vehicles  on  the  road.  Under  my  fiscal  year  1977  budget,  ERDA  will 
continue  to  emphasize  the  development  of  such  advanced  engines  designed  to 
meet  higher  levels  of  fuel  economy  and  lower  emissions. 

Ongoing  DOT  programs  under  the  authority  of  the  Department  of  Trans- 
portation Act,  the  National  Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Act  of  1966,  and 
the  Motor  Vehicle  Information  and  Cost  Savings  Act  are  currently  sponsoring 
advanced  automobile  research  that,  except  for  advanced  automobile  engines, 
will  achieve  the  purposes  of  this  bill.  Detailed  design  development  for  two 
versions  of  a  Research  Safety  Vehicle  should  be  completed  before  the  end  of 
this  year.  Under  my  fiscal  year  1977  budget,  DOT  will  have  sufficient  funds  for 
its  advanced  automobile  research  and  development  activities. 

The  Federal  government,  through  ERDA  and  DOT,  can  play  an  important 
role  in  exploring  the  research  areas  that  must  be  developed  before  advanced 
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automobiles  are  produced  which  meet  the  Nation's  conservation  goals— espe- 
cially in  the  critical  area  of  new  engine  research.  However,  it  must  be  recognized 
that  private  industry  has  substantial  expertise  and  interest  in  the  development 
and  production  of  advanced  automobiles.  The  appropriate  Federal  role  in  this 
area  should  "be  confined  to  research  and  development  only,  and  not  extend  into 
borderline  commercial  areas  which  private  industry  is  best  able  to  perform. 

This  highly  complex  technological  program,  moreover,  v^ould  eventually 
require  a  massive  spending  program  not  reflected  in  the  bill's  $100  million  start- 
up authorizations  for  the  first  two  years  of  the  program.  This  bill  would  unnec- 
essarily expand  research  and  development  programs  now  underway,  and  would 
provide  no  commensurate  benefit  for  the  taxpayers  who  must  pay  for  this 
program.  I  am  therefore  returning  the  bill  without  my  approval. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  24, 1976. 

note:  The  Senate  sustained  the  President's  veto  on  September  29,  1976. 

812 

Remarks  Aboard  the  SS  Natchez  During  a  Trip  Along 
the  Mississippi  River  in  Louisiana.     September  25,  1976 

[L]  LuTCHER    (9:54  a.m.) 

Than\  you  very  much,  Henson.  And  before  I  make  any  remarks,  may  1  intro- 
duce to  you  my  bride,  Betty  Ford,  Congressman  Moore,  Congressman  Treen, 
Senator  Thurmond,  distinguished  members  of  my  Cabinet,  distinguished  guests, 
the  s\ipper  of  this  great  ship.  Doc  Hawley: 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to  be  in  Louisiana,  in  Lutcher, 
and  in  Gramercy. 

In  Kansas  City  I  said  that  I  would  not  concede  a  single  State,  I  would  not 
concede  a  single  vote.  I  said  I  would  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Min- 
nesota to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia.  We  are  going  to  be  in  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  and  Florida,  and  we  are  going  to  win. 

Let  me  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  your  warm  and  wonder- 
ful welcome,  on  behalf  of  both  Betty  and  myself.  We  are  delighted  to  be  here 
in  the  South.  As  I  said,  we  are  delighted  because  I  want  to  talk  affirmatively 
about  what  we  are  going  to  do  and  what  we  have  done  in  the  last  2  years. 
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Your  President  believes  that  the  Federal  Government  spends  much  too  much 
money.  Your  President  tried  to  cut  the  rate  of  grow^th  of  Federal  spending  by 
50  percent.  We  made  a  little  headw^ay.  But  in  the  next  4  years,  v^e  w^ill  do  even 
better,  so  you  can  have  more  money  in  your  pocket  and  not  in  the  Federal 
Treasury. 

I  beUeve  that  by  holding  the  rate  of  spending  dov^n,  wt  can  give  to  the  tax- 
payers of  this  country  the  kind  of  tax  reform  that  makes  sense.  It  makes  sense  to 
you.  And  that  is  why  I  recommended  a  $28  biUion  tax  decrease  w^ith  an  increase 
in  the  personal  exemptions  from  $750  to  $1,000,  so  you  will  have  more  of  your 
hard-earned  cash  in  your  pockets. 

All  of  you,  I  know^,  from  talking  to  Congressman  Dave  Treen  and  Congress- 
man Henson  Moore,  that  you  are  as  concerned  as  I  am  that  the  United  States  be 
strong  militarily.  Let  me  say  that  in  the  2  years  that  I  have  been  your  President, 
I  have  recommended  to  the  Congress  the  tw^o  strongest  military  budgets  in  the 
history  of  this  Nation.  And  we  are  going  to  keep  America  number  one,  period. 

One  way  we  have  tried  to  hold  down  the  spending  of  the  Federal  Government 
is  to  veto  56  [58]  bills  passed  by  the  Congress.  Forty-two  of  those  vetoes  have 
been  sustained,  and  we  have  saved  you,  the  taxpayers  of  this  country,  $9  billion. 
And  I  might  add  a  postscript:  The  Vice-Presidential  candidate  on  the  other  side, 
who  is  a  big  spender,  has  voted  to  override  every  veto  that  I  have  made,  which 
proves,  without  any  doubt,  he  is  the  biggest  spender  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  we  had  a  wonderful  celebration  of  America's  200th 
birthday.  We  have  had  a  tough  2  years.  We  were  divided.  We  have  healed  those 
divisions,  and  America  today  has  a  new  spirit,  a  new  spirit  that  has  given  us 
the  capability  to  move  out  of  our  troubles  into  brighter  skies. 

Now  we  have  some  new  problems  to  solve  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  lives: 
a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  a  house  for  everybody  who  will  work 
and  save  so  he  can  have  that  home  in  a  decent  neighborhood,  the  best  health 
care  in  the  world,  the  solution  to  the  problem  of  crime,  and  greater  opportuni- 
ties for  recreation.  Those  are  the  visions  and  the  goals  of  all  of  us  in  Lutcher,  in 
Gramercy,  in  Louisiana,  in  Michigan,  California,  and  in  Texas. 

We  have  the  greatest  form  of  government  in  the  history  of  mankind.  I  have 
faith  in  the  character  and  the  strength  of  the  American  people.  And  if  we  work 
together,  then  we  can  have  the  brightest  100  years  ahead  of  us  this  country  has 
ever  had. 

Thank  you.  I  want  your  vote. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Governor's  wife,  Elaine  Edwards,  who  has,  and  I  am 
proud  to  say,  indicated  publicly  that  she  thinks  President  Ford  will  be  a  good 
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President  for  the  next  4  years.  I  thank  you,  Elaine.  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  and  I  will  prove  it  to  you  in  the  next  4  years. 

[2.]  Reserve    (11:12  a.m.) 

THANK  YOU  very  much,  Henson.  But  before  I  acknow^ledge  all  of  you  and 
some  of  the  v^onderful  guests  on  board,  I  w^ould  like  to  introduce  tv^o  w^onder- 
ful  ladies— first,  my  wife,  Betty  Ford.  And  now  may  I  introduce  to  all  of  you 
wonderful  people  from  Louisiana  the  wife  of  your  great  Governor,  Elaine  Ed- 
wards— Elaine  ?  I  thank  Elaine  very,  very  much  for  her  personal  endorsement. 

1  am  very  grateful,  and  I  have  told  her  in  the  next  4  years  we  won't  let  her  and 
the  State  of  Louisiana  down. 

We  have  some  wonderful  people  on  board.  We  have  Congressman  Henson 
Moore,  Congressman  Dave  Treen,  Senator  Strom  Thurmond.  We  have  two 
members  of  my  Cabinet  and  a  number  of  other  people,  not  only  from  Louisiana 
but  from  Alabama,  from  Mississippi,  from  Florida,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Texas. 
We  have  some  wonderful  people  here  who  have  come  with  me  to  carry  out  a 
promise  that  I  made  that  I  don't  concede  a  single  State,  I  don't  concede  a  single 
vote.  I  promised  that  I  would  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to 
the  sandy  plains  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  I  am  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
and  Florida  to  prove  that  we  can  win  on  November  2. 

Now  let  me  tell  you  why  I  think  we  will  win.  Since  I  became  your  President 

2  years  ago,  we've  had  some  tough  times.  We  had  to  restore  trust  in  the  White 
House.  We  had  to  turn  the  economy  around  from  inflation  of  over  12  percent 
to  where  it  is  now,  under  6  percent.  And  it  is  going  to  get  better  with  the  kind 
of  policies  we  have.  We  had  to  extricate  ourselves  from  Vietnam,  keep  the  peace 
through  our  military  superiority  and  our  diplomatic  skill. 

But  let  me  talk  about  some  of  the  bread  and  butter  issues  that  interest  you.  I 
believe  that  the  Federal  Government  spends  too  much  of  your  tax  dollars.  In 
order  to  reduce  Federal  spending,  I  vetoed  56  [58]  bills  sent  to  me  by  the  Con- 
gress. They  have  sustained  42,  and  we  saved  $9  billion  of  your  tax  money.  And 
that's  progress. 

I  might  add  that  Senator  Mondale  voted  to  override  every  one  of  the  vetoes 
that  I  sent  back  to  the  Congress.  He  is  a  big  spender  and  way  left,  and  we  don't 
want  him  as  Vice  President. 

But  I  also  think  that  what  we  ought  to  have  is  another  tax  cut.  I  recommended 
that  the  Congress  give  to  the  American  people  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  so  that 
you  would  have  more  money  that  you  worked  hard  to  earn  for  your  family,  your 
children,  your  wife.  The  Congress  unfortunately  only  gave  us  half  a  loaf.  And  I 
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promise  to  you  that  in  January  of  next  year,  when  I  am  sworn  in  as  the  next 
President  of  the  United  States,  we  will  recommend  another  tax  reduction. 

All  of  us  from  wherever  we  come  in  the  United  States  are  very  interested  in 
our  national  security.  Yes,  we  have  peace,  we're  not  drafting  anybody  anymore. 
But  we  have  to  keep  our  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marine  Corps  unsurpassed 
by  anyone.  We  must  keep  America  number  one,  and  we  will  under  a  Ford 
administration. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  I  know  you  celebrated  in  Louisiana,  like  we  did  all 
over  the  country,  the  200th  birthday  of  this  great  country.  In  the  last  2  years,  as 
I  said,  we  have  had  a  tough  time.  But  because  of  the  form  of  government  that 
we  have,  because  of  the  strength  and  character  of  the  American  people,  we  have 
turned  the  ship  of  state  around,  and  we  are  now  headed  upstream  so  that  we 
can  have  a  better  America  in  the  next  4  years  and  in  the  next  century.  We  need 
your  help.  We  need  your  help  in  the  next  4  years  so  that  we  can  have  that  better 
America  when  we  celebrate  our  300th  birthday. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  in  Reserve.  I  am  delighted  to  be  in  Louisiana.  And  I 
love  the  warm  welcome  that  you've  given  to  Betty  and  me.  We  will  be  down 
there  to  shake  hands  and  to  indicate  to  you  our  appreciation  for  all  of  you  coming 
out.  But  let  me  ask  you  one  favor.  On  November  2,  vote  for  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob 
Dole. 

Thank  you. 

[3.]  Destrehan     (1:54  p.m.) 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Congressman  Dave  Treen,  Congressman  Hen- 
son  Moore,  Senator  Strom  Thurmond,  Governor  Jim  Edwards  of  South  Caro- 
lina— we  have  two  of  my  Cabinet  officers.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Earl  Butz 
and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Bill  Simon, 

Let  me  say  to  all  of  you  before  I  make  any  observations  and  comments,  I 
have  two  beautiful,  wonderful  ladies  with  me  that  I  would  like  to  introduce  to 
you  on  this  occasion.  First,  mv  bride,  Betty  Ford.  And  now,  the  wife  of  your 
great  Governor  Edwin  Edwards,  Elaine  Edwards— Elaine  ?  And,  of  course, 
we  have  Dave  Treen's  wife,  Dody. 

When  I  made  an  acceptance  speech  in  Kansas  City  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  said 
that  I  would  not  concede  a  single  State,  I  would  not  concede  a  single  vote, 
that  I  would  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  soil  of 
Georgia.  I  have  come  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  we  are  going  to  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  and  Florida.  We  are  coming  down  here  to  prove  that  we  want  the 
South  to  be  with  us. 
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And  Betty  and  I  thank  all  of  you  for  coming  out  on  a  Saturday  afternoon 
to  give  us  a  wonderful  Louisiana  welcome,  and  we're  deeply  grateful  for  your 
hospitality  and  the  friendship  and  the  warmth  of  your  welcome. 

But  let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute,  if  I  might,  about  why  you  and  myself  and 
millions  and  millions  and  millions  of  other  Americans  should  be  together  on 
November  2. 

In  the  first  place,  we  believe  that  the  Federal  Government  is  spending  much 
too  much  of  your  tax  dollars  that  you  have  worked  so  hard  to  earn.  As  your 
President  for  the  last  2  years,  I  have  imposed  restraints  on  the  expenditures 
from  the  Federal  budget.  We  cut  50  percent  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal 
spending,  and  we  would  have  done  far  better  if  we  had  had  a  cooperative 
Congress. 

As  many  of  you  know,  I  vetoed  56  [58]  spending  bills  by  the  Congress;  42 
of  them  have  been  sustained  by  a  combination  of  good  Republicans  and 
sound  Democrats.  And  the  net  result  is,  we  have  saved  $9  billion  of  your  tax 
dollars  that  you  worked  so  hard  to  earn. 

Let  me  add  just  a  footnote:  We  might  have  sustained  another  veto  or  two  if 
we  had  gotten  any  cooperation  from  Senator  Fritz  Mondale,  who  wants  to 
be  Vice  President.  Let  me  tell  you  a  secret:  He  has  voted  to  override  every 
veto  that  I  have  sent  back  to  Congress.  Do  you  want  him  as  your  Vice 
President  ? 

But  let's  talk  about  taxes.  A  few  months  ago  I  sent  to  the  Congress  a  proposal 
to  cut  your  Federal  income  taxes  by  $28  billion,  which  would  mean,  as  an 
example,  that  when  you  file  your  income  tax  return  next  April,  instead  of 
having  a  personal  exemption  of  $750,  under  the  President  Ford  proposal  you 
would  have  had  $1,000  personal  exemption.  Isn't  that  what  you  want?  And 
if  you  have  a  family  of  four,  you  could  have  an  additional  $1,000  personal  ex- 
emption. That's  the  kind  of  tax  reform  that  this  administration  is  for,  and  we 
are  going  to  get  it.  If  we  don't  this  year,  we're  going  to  get  it  next  year. 

I  know  of  the  great  historical  tradition  of  the  people  of  Louisiana.  You  be- 
lieve in  a  strong  national  defense.  You  believe  that  the  United  States  must  be 
number  one  in  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines.  Since  I've 
been  President,  I  have  submitted  to  the  Congress  the  two  largest  military 
budgets  in  the  history  of  this  country,  in  either  peacetime  or  war.  And  let  me 
say,  as  long  as  I  am  President,  this  country  is  going  to  have  a  military  capa- 
bility second  to  none.  We  are  going  to  be  number  one  and  stay  there. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  this  country  had  a  tremendous  200th  birthday  anni- 
versary. From  Alaska  to  Florida,  from  Maine  to  California,  from  Louisiana  to 
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Michigan,  everybody  felt  good,  because  in  the  last  2  years  we  have  healed  our 
divisiveness,  we  have  all  come  together  with  a  great  hope,  with  a  good  vision 
about  the  future  of  America. 

That  means  a  good  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work.  That  means  a 
home  for  every  family  that  wants  to  work  and  save.  That  means  the  best  medi- 
cal care  that  we  can  give  to  our  people.  That  means  freedom  on  the  streets 
from  crime.  That  means  an  opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
our  national  parks  and  recreation  areas.  But  it  also  means  that  we  are  at  peace. 
And  the  United  States  is  strong  enough  to  maintain  the  peace,  and  we  are 
diplomatically  skillful  enough  to  keep  the  peace.  This  is  the  vision,  this  is  what 
we  want  as  all  Americans  in  all  50  States,  and  we  are  going  to  get  it  under 
the  Ford  administration. 

Now,  Betty  and  I  love  being  here  in  Destrehan,  in  St.  Charles  Parish,  and  in  the 
great  State  of  Louisiana.  We  look  forward  to  coming  down  and  shaking  hands 
with  as  many  of  you  as  we  possibly  can,  to  look  you  in  the  eye  and  say  hello  and 
express  our  friendship  for  you. 

But  let  me  ask  you,  if  I  could — November  2  is  a  very  critical  date.  It  makes 
the  difference  whether  America  is  going  to  keep  moving.  I  want  your  vote  on 
that  day  so  America  will  keep  moving  and  have  a  better  America  for  all  of  us. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

[At  this  point,  the  President  left  the  SS  Natchez  to  greet  the  people  assembled  at  the  jerry 
landing.  The  President  then  returned  to  the  riverboat  and  continued  his  remarks  as  jollows:] 

A  final  word  to  not  only  thank  all  of  you  but  to  express  our  deepest  apprecia- 
tion for  your  friendship. 

As  I  was  walking  up  that  hill  and  as  I  stand  here  now,  I  can't  help  but  notice 
that  tremendous  grain  elevator.  I  know  that  farmers  in  the  Middle  West  have 
produced  a  great  grain  crop  this  year.  I  can  tell  you  we  are  going  to  increase 
our  exports.  I  can  tell  you  that  the  part  you  play  here  in  this  area  in  our  exports 
is  very  vital. 

Let  me  say  with  all  the  production  that  we  have,  we're  not  going  to  have  any 
grain  embargoes,  period.  And  we  are  doing  our  best  to  fight  the  battle  for  a  re- 
sponsible grain  inspection  bill,  and  we'll  do  the  best  we  can  to  try  and  help 
those  who  have  done  a  good  job  in  the  past. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

[4.]  New  Orleans  (5:18  p.m.) 

IT'S  wonderful  to  come  here  to  New  Orleans  after  a  tremendous  day.  And  I 
want  to  thank  Congressman  Dave  Treen,  Congressman  Henson  Moore.  I  would 
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like  to  thank  Senator  Strom  Thurmond,  who  is  on  board,  Governor  Jim  Edwards 
of  South  Carohna^  former  Governor  Kennon  of  Louisiana,  and  former  Gov- 
ernor Griffin  of  Georgia. 

I  Hke  that  sign,  "Georgians  for  Ford/' 

It  is  great  to  have  on  board  hefe  the  next  Congressman  from  this  area,  Bob 
Livingston. 

But  I  have  two  favorite  girls  of  mine  alongside  of  me  on  board.  First,  I'd  like 
to  introduce  to  you  my  bride,  Betty  Ford.  And  it's  been  a  great  privilege  and 
pleasure  for  us  to  have  on  board  all  day  long  the  very  attractive,  beautiful  wife 
of  the  Great  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  Elaine  Edwards. 

At  Kansas  City,  in  my  acceptance  speech,  I  made  the  statement  that  I  would 
not  concede  a  single  State,  that  I  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  that  we  were 
going  to  carry  the  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy 
plains  of  Georgia. 

Today,  we've  been  in  Louisiana;  tomorrow,  we  go  to  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama, and  then  we  end  up  in  Florida.  This  campaign  on  this  weekend  has  been 
by  car,  by  airplane,  aiid  then  we've  had  this  wonderful  experience  of  going 
down  the  Mississippi  in  the  finest  riverboat  in  the  country  today,  the  Natchez. 
And  I  thank  the  crew  and  everybody. 

It  must  be  perfecdy  obvious  that  I  want  to  win  in  Louisiana,  and  from  every 
reception  that  we  have  gotten — the  three  stops — has  been  tremendous.  And  I 
want  to  thank  all  of  them,  through  you,  for  the  warm,  warm  welcome  given 
to  Betty  and  myself. 

Let  me  tell  you  why  I  think  we  can  win  Louisiana.  All  of  you  know  that 
when  I  became  President  in  August  of  1974  this  country  was  in  deep  trouble. 
The  American  people  had  lost  faith  in  the  White  House.  We  were  suffering 
inflation  of  over  12  percent,  and  we  were  on  the  brink  of  a  serious  economic  re- 
cession. And  we  were  still  deeply  involved  in  Vietnam.  We  had  troubled  times. 
And  in  the  last  2  years,  we  have  turned  that  ship  of  state  around. 

It's  taken  a  little  longer  than  I  wanted — and  I'm  sure  you  wanted — but  look 
at  the  progress  that  we've  made.  Instead  of  inflation  over  12  percent,  it's  under 
6  percent.  Instead  of  losing  jobs,  we  have  gained  4  million  jobs  in  the  last  17 
months,  and  we  are  going  to  get  more  and  more  in  the  future.  And  I  won't  be 
satisfied  until  every  person  who  wants  to  work  will  get  a  job  and  a  good  job. 

We  are  out  of  the  war  in  Vietnam.  We  have  the  peace,  and  we  have  an  all- 
volunteer  military  force,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way.  And  we  have 
the  military  capability  and  the  diplomatic  skill  to  continue  the  peace. 

But  let's  talk  for  a  few  minutes,  if  I  might,  about  what  we  v/ant  to  do  in  the 
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future.  In  the  next  4  years,  in  the  first  4  years  of  our  third  century,  we  want  a  job, 
as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  a  good  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work.  I  promise 
that  we  will  get  an  additional  2,500,000  jobs  each  year  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
young  people  coming  into  the  labor  market. 

Our  second  objective  is  to  make  it  possible  for  every  family,  particularly  the 
young  who  want  to  save  and  buy  a  home,  to  have  a  home  in  a  decent 
neighborhood. 

Some  of  us  are  deeply  concerned,  as  you  are,  about  the  crime  rate  in  this  coun- 
try, but  we've  made  some  progress.  Two  years  ago,  the  crime  rate  was  18  percent. 
Last  year  it  was  9  percent,  and  for  the  first  6  months  of  this  year  the  crime  rate 
is  3  percent,  and  that's  a  lot  of  progress.  And  we  can  take  some  credit  for  it,  and 
we  will. 

In  the  next  4  years,  we  will  increase  the  educational  opportunity  for  young 
people;  we  will  make  our  health  facilities  and  services  much  more  available. 
There  is  no  reason  whatsoever  why  anybody  should  go  broke  in  this  country  to 
get  well.  And  they  won't  under  the  Ford  administration. 

I've  been  talking  about  the  quality  of  Hfe,  and  that's  what  we  want  to  give  to 
our  country  in  the  months  ahead. 

Let  me  take  one  quick  minute  to  talk  about  some  things  we  have  tried  to  do  that 
I  think  give  you  some  concrete  indication  of  what  we  are  going  to  do  in  the 
future. 

Less  than  a  year  ago,  I  recommended  a  $28  billion  tax  decrease,  75  percent 
for  the  individual  taxpayers  and  25  percent  for  business.  Included — and  this  is 
what  is  meaningful  to  you — I  recommended  that  we  increase  the  personal  ex- 
emption from  $750  to  $1,000.  And  for  a  family  of  four  that  means  a  tax  saving 
(deduction)  of  $1,000.  The  middle-income  people  have  been  shortchanged,  and 
under  the  Ford  administration  we  are  going  to  give  them  the  equity  they  deserve. 

Let  me  thank  you  all.  Just  a  comment  or  two  about  our  long-range  goal  and 
future. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  we  had  a  tremendous,  exhilarating  experience.  We 
celebrated  our  200th  birthday.  The  length  and  the  breadth  of  this  country  there 
was  a  new  spirit,  a  new  vision. 

I  think  because  we  have  the  character  of  our  people,  because  we  have  the  kind 
of  government  that  is  surpassing  any  kind  in  the  history  of  mankind,  we  have 
the  opportunity  to  give  to  our  children  and  our  children's  children  the  blessings 
that  we  inherited  from  our  predecessors. 

And  I  pledge  to  you  that  the  first  4  years  of  this  next  century  under  a  Ford 
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administration  will  open  the  floodgates  to  blessings  that  we  haven't  had,  blessings 
that  we  can  get,  blessings  for  a  better  America. 

That's  what  this  administration  is  all  about,  and  that's  why  I  want  your  vote 
November  2.  We  need  it.  We  can  carry  Louisiana,  and  we  can  win  the  election. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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Remarks  in  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi. 
September  26,  1976 

Congressman  Trent  Lott,  Governor  Finch,  Mayor  Carver,  Mayor  Longo, 
distinguished  guests,  all  you  wonderful  Mississippians: 

It  is  great  to  be  in  Bay  St.  Louis  and  Hancock  County,  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
As  we  were  driving  from  New  Orleans  here  to  Hancock  County,  it  was  very 
obvious  to  me  that  you  have  the  most  wonderful  outdoor  recreation  area  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  congratulate  you.-  You  have  fishing  and  hunting. 

Speaking  of  hunting,  I  don't  believe  that  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  this  great 
country  should  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  freedom  of  arms,  period.  And  I  don't 
think  if  you  want  to  go  hunting  you  have  to  go  and  register  your  firearm. 

But  in  Kansas  City,  I  said  that  in  this  great  campaign  I  would  not  concede  a 
single  State,  I  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  and  that  we  would  campaign 
from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia.  And  we 
are  in  Mississippi  to  prove  it.  We  want  to  win  in  Mississippi. 

But  let  me  take  just  a  minute  to  thank  your  Congressman,  Trent  Lott.  Trent 
has  done  a  super  job.  Send  him  back.  We  need  him,  and  so  do  you. 

As  you  will  all  recall,  in  August  of  1974,  just  a  little  over  2  years  ago,  this 
country  was  in  trouble.  The  American  people  had  lost  faith  in  their  government. 
We  were  in  serious  economic  circumstances.  Inflation  was  high,  over  12  percent. 
We  were  on  the  brink  of  a  recession,  the  worst  in  40  years.  We  were  still  involved 
in  Vietnam,  and  this  country  had  to  turn  it  around. 

We  have  in  the  last  2  years  made  incredible  progress,  and  we  are  going  to  make 
more  in  the  next  4  years.  We  have  restored  trust  and  honor  to  the  White  House. 
We  have  made  significant  progress  in  reducing  inflation  from  over  12  percent 
to  under  6  percent,  but  we  are  going  to  make  more. 

And  let  me  say  this :  The  best  way  to  win  the  battle  against  the  cost  of  living 
is  to  reduce  the  cost  of  Federal  Government.  There  are  some  people  running  for 
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this  office  of  President  that  want  to  add  more  and  more  spending,  bigger  and 
bigger  deficits,  more  and  more  inflation. 

We're  against  that.  The  Ford  administration  is  going  to  win  the  battle 
against  inflation.  We're  going  to  hold  down  the  cost  of  government,  and  we'll 
make  the  decision  for  you  here  by  you  and  not  by  some  bureaucrat  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

As  I  had  the  privilege  and  honor  of  coming  by  and  shaking  hands  with  many 
people  from  the  great  State  of  Mississippi,  I  noticed  a  number  of  older  people. 
The  Ford  administration  wants  good  housing  for  our  older  citizens,  and  we 
want  to  protect  them  from  the  cost-of-living  increases,  and  we  will. 

We  want  jobs  for  our  younger  people.  We  want  opportunities  for  meaning- 
ful jobs,  not  dead-end  jobs.  I  promise  you  that  this  administration  will  never 
be  satisfied  until  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  who  will  look  for  work,  has  a 
job. 

But  let  me  say  that  it  is  just  wonderful  to  be  here  and  see  the  patriotism  and 
the  spirit  of  the  people  of  Mississippi.  Let  me  say  that  on  July  4,  we  celebrated 
as  a  nation  the  most  wonderful  200th  birthday  that  we  could  possibly  imagine. 
We  have  been  in  trouble  for  2  years,  but  now  we  have  a  rebirth  of  that  kind  of 
spirit  in  the  United  States  that  gave  our  forefathers  the  kind  of  government  that 
we  have  inherited  from  them,  that  gave  our  forefathers  the  spirit  and  the  desire 
and  the  ambition  to  make  America  what  it  is  today.  But  now  that  we  are  over  our 
troubles  of  the  last  2  years,  it's  up  to  you  and  to  me  to  keep  that  spirit  going,  to 
expand  that  patriotism,  to  make  America  a  better  place  for  all  of  us — the  young, 
the  old.  All  Americans  deserve  in  the  next  4  years  as  we  move  into  our  third 
century  the  kind  of  America  that  we  want — a  good  America,  a  better  America — 
and  we  will. 

But  before  I  say  goodby,  I  want  to  ask  you  one  question.  Jerry  Ford  needs  your 
help.  Can  you  give  it  to  me  ? 

Thank  you.  It  is  wonderful  to  be  here  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 

Thank  you,  good  luck,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The   President   spoke   at    1:05    p.m.    at   the        Warren  Carver  of  Bay  St.  Louis  and  Johnnie  Longo 
Hancock  County  PubUc  Library.  In  his  opening  re-        of  Waveland,  Miss, 
marks,  he  referred  to  Gov.  Cliff  Finch  and  Mayors 
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Remarks  in  Gulf  port,  Mississippi.     September  26,  1976 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Congressman  Trent  Lott,  Congressman  Thad 
Cochran,  Mayor  Lang,  Mayor  Maxwell,  Mayor  Saucier — that's  not  bad  is  it? 
[Laughter] 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  here  in  the  great  State  of  Mississippi.  It  is  just  so  encour- 
aging and  wonderful  to  be  here  in  the  city  of  Gulfport.  But  I  want  to  remind 
you  of  one  thing:  At  the  convention  in  Kansas  City,  I  said  we  would  not  con- 
cede a  single  State;  I  said  we  would  not  concede  a  single  vote;  I  said  we  would 
campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sunny  plains  of  Georgia. 

We  had  a  wonderful  day  in  Louisiana.  It's  been  tremendous  in  Mississippi 
and  it  will  be  good  in  Alabama,  and  it  will  be  good  in  Florida.  We  want  to  win. 

Let  me  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  Trent  Lott  and  Thad  Cochran. 
They  are  outstanding  Members  of  the  Congress.  Send  them  back.  We  need 
them,  and  you  need  them. 

And  let  me  say  to  Mayor  Lang,  I  will  tell  you  this  is  a  tremendous  welcome, 
and  I  appreciate  your  help  and  the  help  of  other  local  officials. 

Let  me  take  just  a  minute  to  speak  about  the  things  that  concern  all  of  us. 
If  you  will  refresh  your  memory,  2  years  ago,  this  country  was  in  trouble.  We 
were  divided.  There  had  been  a  great  loss  of  trust  in  the  American  people  in 
their  government  and  in  the  White  House.  There  had  been  a  tremendous 
adverse  impact  because  inflation  was  over  12  percent.  We  were  on  the  brink 
of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  We  had  still  an  involvement  in  Southeast 
Asia.  It  was  not  a  very  good  time  for  America. 

But  I  found  that  the  character  of  the  American  people,  the  kind  of  govern- 
ment we  have,  has  given  us  a  chance  to  turn  the  ship  of  state  around.  And  in 
the  last  2  years  we  have  made  incredible  progress,  and  we  should  be  proud  of  it. 
But  the  progress  we've  made  is  not  enough.  What  we  have  to  do  is  move  from 
where  we  are  to  a  better  opportunity,  more  progress. 

And  as  I  travel  around  the  country,  I  find  that  America  is  on  the  upbeat. 
We  have  restored  trust  in  the  White  House.  We  have  turned  our  economy 
around.  Instead  of  12-percent  inflation,  we  are  down  to  under  6  percent,  and  we 
are  going  to  do  better  and  better. 

But  the  way  to  whip  inflation  is  not  to  add  more  Federal  spending.  The  way 
to  whip  inflation  is  to  keep  the  cost  of  government  down,  and  you  will  keep 
the  rate  of  inflation  down.  One  way  I've  found  that  we  can  hold  the  lid  on 
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Federal  spending  is  to  veto  some  of  that  bad  legislation  that  the  Congress 
sends  up  to  the  White  House.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they've  sent  58  bills  to  the 
Oval  Office;  w^e  ve  vetoed  them.  Forty-tv^o  have  been  sustained,  but  in  the 
process  we  have  saved  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  $10  billion.  That's  progress. 

What  we  want  to  do  is  to  keep  the  rate  of  spending  down  so  that  we  can  give 
more  tax  relief  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country.  The  best  way  for  America  to 
move  ahead  is  for  you,  the  individual  citizens  who  have  worked  hard  in  your 
factories  or  in  your  port  or  in  your  schools  or  in  the  farms  around  here — the 
best  way  for  you  to  make  headway  is  to  have  that  money  that  you  have  earned 
in  your  pocket  and  not  for  some  bureaucrat  to  spend  in  Washington,  D.C. 

But  as  we  move  ahead  what  we  want,  among  many  other  things,  is  to  have 
all  of  you  to  have  a  greater  opportunity  for  recreation.  And  as  I  have  traveled 
from  New  Orleans  to  here  this  morning,  I  have  seen  some  of  the  wonderful 
places  where  you  are  the  beneficiaries  of  fishing  and  hunting.  Speaking  of 
hunting,  let  me  just  make  a  comment.  The  law-abiding  citizens  of  this  country 
should  not  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  have  firearms  for  their  own  protection, 
and  if  you  want  to  go  hunting,  you  should  not  have  to  go  down  and  register 
your  firearms  with  some  Federal  official. 

As  we  drove  in  I  saw  this  wonderful  Seabee  unit  out  there  giving  me  a  warm 
welcome.  I  want  to  congratulate  them  for  the  superb  job  that  they've  done,  not 
only  in  their  Navy  capacity  but  in  doing  everything  they  possibly  could  fol- 
lowing Hurricane  Camille. 

But  speaking  of  national  defense,  this  is  where  an  area  of  decided  difference 
exists  between  me  and  my  opponent.  In  the  2  years  that  I  have  been  President, 
I  have  submitted  to  the  Congress  the  two  largest  defense  budgets  in  the  history 
of  the  United  States.  We  had  to  do  it,  because  Congress  had  slashed  our  defense 
budgets  in  the  last  10  years  by  an  accumulated  total  of  $50  billion.  We've  turned 
it  around.  My  opponent  wants  to  cut  the  Defense  Department  budget  by  $5 
to  $7  billion.  That  would  be  disastrous.  We  need  to  keep  America  number  one, 
and  under  a  Ford  administration  we  will.  You  don't  stand  up  to  the  pressures 
around  the  world  by  having  less  power;  you  need  more  power,  and  we  are 
going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

One  final  comment.  I  know  all  of  you  here  in  Gulfport  celebrated,  like  other 
people  did  all  over  the  United  States  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  our  200th  birthday. 
I  was  privileged  to  travel  to  a  few  States  and  to  see  literally  thousands  and  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  people.  It  was  the  most  inspiring  day  that  I've  ever  spent 
in  my  life,  because  I  found  that  the  divisiveness  that  we  had  had  in  America  over 
the  last  10  years  had  been  healed.  The  people  from  all  walks  of  life  were  getting 
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together  celebrating  America's  200th  birthday— a  great,  great  occasion— but  we 
are  going  to  keep  that  upbeat  moving. 

We  have  to  v^ork  together  in  the  future  to  make  America  a  better  place  for 
our  children  and  our  grandchildren.  It's  an  opportunity  for  all  of  us  in  Missis- 
sippi and  Michigan,  Alaska  and  Florida,  New  York  and  California,  to  give  to 
us,  and  mainly  to  our  children  and  grandchildren,  the  kind  of  America  that 
we  inherited,  but  a  better  America.  We  will,  and  we  will  do  it  in  the  next  4 
years  and  during  the  next  100  years. 

I  thank  all  of  you  for  coming  out  here  today.  It  is  just  wonderful. 

Can  I  ask  something  else  of  you  ?  On  November  2,  are  you  going  to  support 
Jerry  Ford? 

Thank  you,  and  we  won't  let  you  down.  It's  wonderful  to  be  here.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:05  p.m.  at  the  Main       Long  Beach,  and  Steve  Saucier  of  Pass   Christian, 
Post  Office.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to        Miss. 
Mayors  Arthur  Lang  of  Gulfport,  Sam  Maxwell  of 
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Trent,  Congressman  Thad  Cochran,  Mayor  O'Keefe,  my  very,  very  good  friend, 
your  former  Governor  and  my  colleague  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  John 
Bell  Williams,  distinguished  guests: 

It  is  wonderful  to  be  here  in  Biloxi.  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

I  love  seafood.  I  just  came  from  a  wonderful  seafood  lunch,  and  despite  what 
some  people  say,  nobody  works  harder  than  shrimp  pickers.  [Laughter] 

When  I  was  in  Kansas  City  and  making  an  acceptance  speech,  I  made  a 
commitment.  I  will  not  concede  a  single  State;  I  will  not  concede  a  single  vote. 
We  are  going  to  have  a  national  campaign,  and  we  are  delighted  to  be  down 
here  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Florida.  We  want  your  help,  and 
we  are  going  to  win. 

I  made  another  commitment.  We  were  going  to  campaign  from  the  snowy 
banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia.  And  we  are  just  started 
because  we  want  every  one  of  the  States  in  the  South  to  be  a  part  of  the  Ford 
victory,  and  Mississippi  can  be  number  one.  We  want  it  that  way. 

As  we  drove  across  the  great  State  of  Mississippi  this  morning  from  New 
Orleans,  I  could  not  help  but  see  some  of  the  greatest  recreation  areas  that  you 
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have  all  along  the  coast — fishing,  hunting.  Gosh,  I  think  we  ought  to  make  it 
very  clear  right  nov^.  All  right-believing  people  w^ho  are  lav^-abiding  ought  to 
have  the  traditional  right  under  the  Constitution  to  retain  firearms  for  their 
ow^n  national  protection,  period.  I  don't  think  you  should  have  to  go  down  and 
register  your  gun  or  your  firearm  if  you  want  to  go  hunting,  and  you  won't 
under  a  Ford  administration. 

Let's  talk  about  some  of  the  things  that  we  want  done  in  the  future,  but 
let's  take  a  quick  look,  if  we  could,  at  just  what's  happened  in  the  last  2  years. 

In  August,  2  years  ago,  I  became  President  in  a  very  tough  time  in  this  country. 
People  had  lost  trust  in  the  White  House  itself.  We  were  having  inflation  of 
over  12  percent.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  the  worst  economic  recession  in  the 
last  40  years.  We  were  still  involved  in  Vietnam.  They  were  troubled  times. 
People  were  distrustful  of  one  another,  and  we  were  divided  as  a  people. 

But  in  the  last  2  years  we  have  calmed  the  waters,  we  have  healed  the 
differences  between  our  people,  and  we  have  made  tremendous  strides  in 
turning  our  economy  around.  Oh,  you  can't  turn  a  switch  and  solve  all  the 
problems,  but  instead  of  over  12  percent  inflation,  it's  under  6  percent.  We've 
added  4  million  jobs  in  the  last  17  months.  We're  making  all  kinds  of  progress 
to  get  this  economy  healthy  again.  Of  course,  we're  no  longer  in  Vietnam,  and 
we  have  peace,  and  we  have  the  military  capability  to  keep  it. 

But  let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute  about  the  military.  I'm  mighty  proud  of 
the  people  out  at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base.  You're  a  very  vital  part  of  this  great 
national  defense  team  that  we  have.  I  believe  that  the  United  States  in  the  Army, 
the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  the  Marine  Corps,  we're  unsurpassed.  And  under  a 
Ford  administration  we're  going  to  stay  number  one.  In  the  last  2  years  that 
I've  sent  budgets  to  the  Congress,  I  have  submitted  the  two  largest  military 
budgets  in  dollars  in  the  history  of  this  country.  And  let  me  be  very  frank  with 
you.  Nobody  can  honestly  cut  the  defense  budget  $5  to  $7  billion,  as  my  op- 
ponent does,  and  keep  America  number  one.  You  must  do  it  the  way  I  want  it. 

But  let's  talk  about  some  of  the  things  that  we  want  for  the  young  people,  the 
old  people,  and  all  of  us.  We  have  to  think  of  the  quality  of  life  now  that  we 
have  gotten  our  economy  turned  around  and  we  are  out  of  Vietnam  and  trust 
has  been  restored  in  the  White  House.  We  want  everybody  to  have  a  job  that 
wants  a  job — a  meaningful  job,  not  a  dead-end  job  under  some  of  these  subsi- 
dized programs.  We  want  the  economy  of  this  country  to  give  the  people  of 
this  country  a  job  where  they  can  have  an  opportunity  for  advancement,  to  better 
themselves,  and  have  some  security.  We  want  the  American  people,  those  who 
will  work  and  save,  to  have  a  decent  home  in  a  decent  neighborhood.  We  want 
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the  crime  problem  solved,  and  we  are  making  headway  in  that  regard.  We  want 
the  best  health  care  for  your  people  so  they  can  afford  what  is  available.  There's 
no  reason  why  anybody  in  this  country  should  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

And  as  I  look  at  the  next  4  years  and  see  what  you  have  done  in  Mississippi, 
what  they  have  done  in  49  other  States,  what  215  million  Americans  can  do 
working  together,  Fm  a  tremendous  optimist.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  of  this 
year,  we  celebrated  our  2(X)th  birthday.  It  was  a  gre^t  occasion.  And  the  net 
result  is  there's  a  new  spirit  in  America — a  spirit  of  togetherness,  a  spirit  of 
enthusiasm. 

We  have  the  most  wonderful  opportunity  in  the  next  4  years  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation for  a  great  third  century.  We'll  do  it  working  together.  And  I  want  the 
opportunity  to  be  your  President  during  that  period  of  time. 

Can  I  ask  you  one  question  ?  I  want,  of  course,  you  to  reelect  Trent  Lott  and 
Thad  Cochran.  You  should  do  it  for  yourself,  but  also  for  your  country.  But  let 
me  ask  you  one  other  question.  Jerry  Ford  wants  your  vote.  Can  I  get  it  down 
here  in  Biloxi  ? 

Thank  you  very  much.  It's  great  to  be  here.  We've  had  a  wonderful  day.  I 
thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Good  luck,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:25  p.m.  at  Mavar's  Representative  Trent  Lott  and  Mayor  Jerry  O'Keefe 
Cannery,   In   his   opening  remarks,   he  referred   to       of  Biloxi. 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Trent,  Bill  Colmer,  ]ac\,  Mr.  hevy: 

We've  got  a  couple  of,  good  Alabamians  here.  Jack  Edwards  and  Bear  Bry- 
ant— it  is  great  to  have  them.  And  v^t  are  going  into  Alabama  very  shortly. 

But  let  me  say  to  the  people  of  Mississippi,  w^e  started  in  Bay  St.  Louis,  w^e 
w^ent  to  Gulfport,  w^e  w^ent  to  Biloxi,  and  w^e  are  now^  here  in  Pascagoula.  It's 
been  a  v^onderful  day. 

At  the  convention  in  Kansas  City,  I  said  that  w^e  w^ould  not  concede  a  single 
State,  we  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  and  that  we  would  campaign  from  the 
snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  soil  of  Georgia.  And  we  are  here,  and  we 
are  here  to  win. 

It  has  been  a  great  experience  coming  along  the  coast  to  see  all  the  wonder- 
ful recreation  areas  that  you  have  where  you  can  fish,  where  you  can  hunt, 
where  you  can  really  spend  a  wonderful  time  after  you  work  or  go  to  school. 
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But  speaking  of  hunting,  I  want  to  make  one  comment  because!  think  it  is  vitally 
important  for  all  of  us  who  have  a  great  dedication  to  the  Constitution.  No  law- 
abiding  citizen  should  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  have  a  gun  in  his  possession 
under  our  Constitution. 

But  let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute,  if  I  might,  about  where  we  have  been  and 
where  we  are  going.  Two  years  ago  when  I  became  President,  August  9,  1974, 
this  country  was  in  tough  shape.  I  recall  vividly,  as  I  think  you  do,  the  American 
people — for  understandable  reasons — had  lost  faith  and  trust  in  the  White 
House.  The  American  people  were  faced  with  economic  conditions  which  were 
very  difficult.  The  cost  of  living  was  12  percent  or  more,  we  were  on  the  brink 
of  a  serious  recession,  and  we  were  still  involved  in  Vietnam. 

That  was  a  tough  time.  But  something  really  wonderful  happened  in  this 
country.  We  got  together.  We  realized  what  a  blessing  we  had  in  the  kind  of 
government  we  have,  and  instead  of  the  division  that  we  had  among  our  people, 
we  began  to  heal.  And  the  net  result  is  that  2  years  later  we  have  made  an  incredi- 
ble comeback,  and  we  are  going  to  do  better  and  better. 

But  let's  talk  about  the  future  because  that  is  what  we  really  are  all  here  about. 
I  appreciate  your  coming.  I  am  grateful  for  you  to  give  me  the  opportunity  to 
talk  affirmatively.  What  do  we  have  in  mind  for  the  future  ? 

We  want  a  better  quality  of  life  now  that  we  have  taken  care  of  the  immedi- 
ate problems.  What  we  want  is  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  a  mean- 
ingful job.  And  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  we  have  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants 
a  job  and  who  will  look  for  a  job.  And  I  don't  mean  a  dead-end  job  for  the 
Government.  I  mean  a  job  where  you  have  got  an  opportunity  for  advance- 
ment, where  you  can  make  yourself  a  career.  We  also  want  everybody  who  will 
work  and  save  to  have  a  home  in  a  decent  neighborhood.  And  under  the  next 
4  years  of  this  administration,  that  is  what  we  will  get.  And  we  want  to  get  rid 
of  crime  on  our  streets.  We  want  to  give  people  the  kind  of  health  care  that  they 
can  afford.  Nobody  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

Now  let  me  talk  just  a  minute  about  the  national  security.  This  is  my  third 
visit  to  Pascagoula.  I  came  down  here  in  1962  with  my  wife,  Betty.  She  commis- 
sioned a  new  submarine  over  here  in  the  Ingalls  shipbuilding  yards. 

But  let  me  talk  about  the  Navy  and  what  the  Ingalls  shipbuilding  yard  means 
to  the  kind  of  a  Navy  that  we  have  to  have.  We  are  being  challenged  by  the 
Soviet  Union  on  the  sea.  We  have  had  our  Navy  gradually  go  down  in  ship 
numbers,  although  we've  done  very  well  in  tonnage.  But  you  have  a  big  ship- 
building contract  out  here  in  Ingalls  shipbuilding.  I  understand  27,000  people 
work  here  building  those  fine  ships.  I  compliment  you.  But  let  me  say  this:  We 
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need  a  first-class  Air  Force;  we've  got  one.  We  need  a  superb,  first-class  Army; 
we  have  one.  We  need  an  outstanding  Marine  Corps;  we've  got  one.  And  we've 
got  a  swell,  first-class  Navy,  and  you  are  a  big  part  of  it. 

I  am  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  I  sent  to  the  Congress  in  the  last  2  years  the 
two  largest  defense  budgets  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  and  I  will  submit 
one  next  year  that  will  be  the  third  largest  military  budget  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  I  am  not  going  to  cut  the  defense  budget  just  to  appeal  to  some 
people.  Anybody  who  says  you  can  cut  $5  or  $7  or  $10  or  $15  billion  out  of  the 
defense  budget  does  not  know  what  he  is  talking  about.  The  United  States  is 
number  one,  and  under  the  Ford  administration  we  are  going  to  keep  it  number 
one,  period. 

One  final  comment.  I  will  bet  all  of  you  in  Pascagoula  had  a  tremendous 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  when  we  celebrated  our  Nation's  200th  birthday. 
Wasn't  it  a  great  day  ?  Wasn't  it  wonderful  ? 

Well,  we  are  now  in  our  third  century,  and  we  have  got  a  new  spirit.  We  are 
going  on  the  offensive.  That  is  what  Bear  knows  how  to  do  with  those  good 
ball  teams  he  has.  But  let  me  say  this :  We  are  healed.  We  are  going  forward. 
We  are  on  the  upbeat.  America  is  going  someplace,  and  it  is  all  to  the  good. 
Let's  work  to  build  a  better  America  in  our  third  century. 

Now  let  me  ask  one  question — one  question.  I  have  had  a  wonderful  day  in 
Mississippi,  I  am  looking  forward  to  going  to  Alabama.  You  people  in 
Mississippi  have  such  a  strong  patriotism.  I  love  being  down  here.  It  has  been 
a  great  day.  Let  me  ask  one  favor  of  you.  Will  you  vote  for  Jerry  Ford  on 
November  2  ?  All  right,  that's  a  compact.  You  vote  for  me — I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at  6:05  p.m.  at  Beach  M.  Colmer  of  Mississippi  1932-73,  I.  G.  Levy,  mayor 

Park.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Repre-  pro  tempore  of  Pascagoula,  and  Paul  (Bear)  Bryant,, 

sentatives  Trent  Lott  of  Mississippi  and   Jack  Ed-  head  coach  of  the  University  of  Alabama  football 

wards  of  Alabama,  former  Representative  William  team. 
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Than\  you  very  much,  Congressman  ]ac}{  Edwards,  Governor  Wallace,  Con- 
gressmen Dickinson,  Buchanan,  and  of  course  your  great  coach.  Bear  Bryant, 
and  dl  of  you  wonderful  people  from  Mobile  and  the  State  of  Alabama: 

What  a  grand  conclusion  of  a  super  day,  and  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart. 
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I  especially  want  to  indicate  my  gratitude,  Governor  Wallace,  for  your  accept- 
ing my  invitation  to  come  to  Mobile  and  to  give  me  a  w^elcome  in  front  of  your 
v^onderful  friends  from  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  have  known  Governor  Wallace 
ever  since  I  was  the  minority  leader.  He  was  your  Governor.  We  worked  together 
then;  we  worked  together  when  I  was  Vice  President. 

I  have  attended  a  number  of  conferences  where  Governors  and  the  President 
were  in  session,  and  our  working  relationship  in  trying  to  solve  problems — 
regardless  of  whether  Governor  Wallace  is  a  Democrat  and  I  am  a  Republican — 
that  was  the  aim  and  the  objective  of  our  relationship.  And  I  can  say  without 
hesitation,  I  have  never  known  anyone  who  I  could  work  better  with  in  that 
relationship,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

You  don't  know  how  pleased  I  am,  how  honored  I  am  with  the  comments  by 
my  long-time  friend,  Bear  Bryant.  He  is  right.  We  graduated — he  from  the 
University  of  Alabama,  and  I  from  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  got  into 
coaching,  and  I  did.  He  did  a  lot  better  in  coaching  than  I  did,  but  let  me  say  that 
I  am  a  good  Monday  morning  quarterback  when  it  comes  to  reading  the  paper 
and  seeing  what  ball  teams  win  and  what  ball  teams  lose. 

I  don't  offer  the  advice  because  I  played  and  coached,  and  I  found  that,  you 
know,  there  is  nothing  like  the  coach  who  is  there  and  the  players  who  have 
to  play.  But  I  have  great  respect  for  the  players  that  are  successful  and  the  coaches 
who  are  successful.  And  I  want  to  commend  all  of  you  here  in  the  great  State  of 
Alabama  for  not  only  having  a  great  university  and  a  great  university  at 
Auburn,  but  I  want  to  commend  you  for  having,  I  think,  one  of  the  outstanding 
coaches,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  technically  being  a  great  coach  but 
being  a  great  leader  of  men,  and  that's  what  really  counts. 

Thank  you  very  much.  Bear. 

When  I  made  the  acceptance  speech  in  Kansas  City,  I  made  a  pledge,  and 
I  used  these  words :  I  said  that  I  will  not  concede  a  single  State,  I  will  not  concede 
a  single  vote.  I  was  going  to  travel  this  country  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Min- 
nesota to  the  sunny  plains  of  Georgia,  and  that  I  was  going  to  cut  across  this 
country  North,  South,  East,  and  West — we  were  going  to  have  a  national 
campaign. 

And  in  the  last  2  days,  I've  traveled  by  riverboat,  I've  traveled  by  car,  by 
plane,  and  it's  been  a  tremendous  experience.  We  have  been  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  we  are  going  to  Florida  after  we  leave  here  tonight. 

But  what  impresses  me  is  that  we  come  to  these  wonderful  States,  where  I 
think  we  have  great  support,  and  I  think  with  all  the  enthusiasm  and  drive  and 
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the  right  principles  we  are  going  to  surprise  some  people  down  here  in  these 
States. 

Let  me  tell  you  why.  As  Coach  Bryant  said,  on  August  9, 1974,  when  I  became 
President,  there  was  a  pretty  dark  cloud  in  this  country.  We  had  gone  through 
some  traumatic  experiences.  The  people  were  divided.  There  was  great  unhap- 
piness.  We  had  had  riots  in  our  streets  and  riots  on  our  campuses.  We  were 
facing  a  serious  economic  problem.  There  had  been  a  loss  of  trust  and  faith  in 
the  White  House  itself.  We  were  still  involved  in  Vietnam.  It  wasn't  a  very 
pleasant  time. 

As  Coach  Bryant  said,  we  were  back  about  on  our  own  goal  line.  But  we 
found  in  the  next  2  years  that  the  American  people  had  the  kind  of  character, 
the  American  people  wanted  to  work  together,  and  that  we  had  the  kind  of 
government  that  gave  to  us  the  opportunity  to  bring  our  country  forward. 

And  what  has  happened?  We  have  restored  faith  and  trust  in  the  White 
House.  We  have  turned  the  economy  around  from  inflation  of  over  12  percent 
to  under  6  percent.  We  have  added  4  million  jobs  from  the  depth  of  the 
recession  in  the  last  17  months,  meaningful  jobs  with  a  chance  for  advancement. 
We  are  going  to  do  better.  And  I  won't  be  satisfied,  as  your  President,  until  we 
get  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work  and  will  work  and  will  look  for 
work. 

Then  we  have  extricated  ourselves  from  Vietnam.  We  have  peace.  We  have 
the  military  strength  and  the  diplomatic  skill  to  keep  the  peace.  We  don't  do  it 
through  the  draft,  we  do  it  through  an  all-volunteer  military  force.  And  we 
are  going  to  keep  the  peace  not  only  at  home  by  doing  a  better  job  in  solving 
our  problems  of  crime  but  we  are  going  to  give  the  leadership  throughout 
this  whole  world  to  keep  the  peace  that  is  so  essential  so  the  blessings  of  America 
can  be  spread  beyond  our  own  shores. 

But  let  me  make  a  comment  about  our  military  strength.  And  I  am  so 
pleased  that  in  the  background,  if  the  light  was  such,  that  we  could  see  the  Coast 
Guard  Aviation  Training  facility.  You  should  be  complimented  on  the  fine  job 
they  do,  and  we  are  proud  of  them. 

That  brings  up  the  subject  that  I  think  is  of  vital  importance.  I  am  very 
proud  of  the  fact  that  in  the  last  2  years  I  have  submitted  to  the  Congress  and 
to  the  American  people  the  two  largest  military  budgets  in  the  history  of 
America — not  for  the  purpose  of  making  war,  but  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
peace.  And  we  have  turned  the  situation  around  so  that  now  Congress,  after 
cutting  defense  expenditures  for  the  last  10  years  some  $50  billion— we  have 
convinced  the  Congress  that  it's  important,  it's  vital,  it's  essential  that  America 
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remain  number  one,  that  America  will  be  number  one  so  we  can  keep  the  peace, 
deter  aggression,  and  protect  our  national  security. 

Well,  I  want  to  warn  you  about  one  thing.  I  am  dismayed  that  my  opponent 
thinks  you  can  make  a  stronger  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marine  Corps  by 
cutting  them  $5  to  $7  to  $9  to  $15  billion.  You  can't  do  it.  He  ought  to  know 
better.  And  under  President  Ford ,  we  won't. 

But  as  long  as  we  build  our  military  capability  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
here  and  abroad,  we  have  to  do  things  to  build  up  our  economy  so  that  we  can 
take  full  advantage  of  the  natural  blessings  that  we  have  here  at  home. 

I  can  recall  hearing  about  the  Tennessee-Tombigbee  project  when  I  first 
went  to  the  Congress  in  1949.  Nothing  has  pleased  me  more  than  to  see  the 
construction  that  is  underway  for  this  great  public  works  project.  And  let  me 
say  without  hesitation  that  the  Ford  administration  will  make  certain  that  it 
will  proceed  and  proceed  at  full  funding.  In  1976,  we  recommended  about  $65 
billion  [million].  In  1977,  it  was  about  $85  to  $90  billion  [million],  and  the 
latest  figures  for  planning  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  something  over  $100  million. 
That  is  the  kind  of  support  that  the  Ford  administration  gives  to  the  Tennessee- 
Tombigbee — a  good  project  which  we  want  not  just  for  you  but  for  all 
America. 

But  we  have  to  think  in  even  broader  terms  than  that.  We  have  to  think 
about  the  quality  of  life  that  we  want  for  215  million  Americans  for  the  next  4 
years  and  the  next  century.  What  are  those  things?  I  mentioned  earlier  that 
we  want  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  who  will  work,  and  will 
look  for  work. 

We  want  a  home  for  every  family  that  will  work  and  save,  and  we  want 
that  home  for  them  in  a  decent  neighborhood.  We  will  get  that  kind  of  a 
program  and  those  kinds  of  homes  under  a  Ford  administration.  We've  built 
almost  3  million  homes  in  the  last  2  years  under  this  administration,  and  we 
will  be  doing  better  in  the  next  4  years. 

We  all  want  the  best  in  medical  care,  and  we  have  the  capability  of  doing  it. 
And  we  want  it  so  that  the  American  people  will  have  an  opportunity  to  get 
that  care.  There  is  no  reason  in  this  country  why  a  person  should  go  broke  just 
to  get  well,  and  they  won't  under  this  administration. 

Then,  every  one  of  us  for  the  last  4  or  5  years  has  worried  about  crime.  The 
crime  rate  went  up  in  1974.  It  dropped  off  a  litde  in  1975.  We  have  some  encour- 
aging news  in  the  first  6  months  of  1976.  It  is  down  to  a  net  gain  of  3  percent. 
But  we  have  to  make  certain,  under  our  crime  legislation,  in  the  courts  of  this 
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country,  that  the  people  who  commit  the  crimes  go  to  jail  so  that  we  can  protect 
the  innocent  victims  of  crime  in  America. 

Well,  it's  just  great  to  be  here  in  this  wonderful  State  of  Alabama.  As  I  was 
coming  into  the  airport,  I  was  looking  forward  to  seeing  Governor  Wallace. 
You  know,  in  1972  Governor  Wallace  went  up  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  got 
involved  in  the  primary  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Everybody  was  saying  he 
didn't  have  a  chance.  But  you  know  what  he  did  ?  He  got  51  percent  of  the 
vote.  I  think  I  will  take  him  to  Michigan  to  help  me  in  1976. 

We've  had  a  wonderful  Bicentennial  anniversary.  How  many  of  you  felt 
better  on  July  4  when  we  celebrated  our  200th  birthday?  I  know  I  did.  I  went 
to  Valley  Forge;  I  went  to  Philadelphia;  I  went  to  New  York.  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  see  people  of  all  walks  of  life  in  many  States  just  get  a  new 
faith  in  America — a  rebuilding,  a  rekindling  of  this  great,  great  spirit  that  made 
America  grow  from  13  poor,  struggling  Colonies  200  years  ago  to  a  nation  of 
215  million  builders,  people  who  today — whether  they  Hve  on  the  East  Coast, 
the  North  or  the  South  or  the  East  or  the  West — we're  builders,  and  we've  got 
that  spirit. 

This  is  what  made  America  great.  This  is  what  will  keep  America  great. 
And  each  of  us  must  pledge — regardless  of  our  political  faith  or  belief — our 
dedication  to  a  better  America.  I  know  you  will — I  will — and  I  know  that 
America  in  the  next  4  years  and  the  next  century  will  be  a  greater  and  greater 
country  just  because  of  us. 

Now  just  one  final  question.  I've  had  a  great  time,  and  we  came  over  from 
the  Mississippi  and  Alabama  line,  saw  so  many  friendly  faces,  and  to  see  this 
tremendous  crowd  here — can  I  ask  you  a  favor?  We've  got  a  big  election 
November  2. 1  want  your  support.  Can  I  have  it  ? 

Thank  you  very,  very  much.  It's  been  great  to  be  here.  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  Governor  Wallace.  Thank  you  very  much  Bear.  Thank  you  Jack 
Edwards.  Thank  you  Bill  Dickinson.  Thank  you  John  Buchanan.  Elect  them; 
I  need  them,  you  need  them,  we  all  need  them  in  Washington  representing  you. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:13  p.m.  at  Bates  Alabama,  Representatives  William  L.  Dickinson  and 
Field  at  the  Municipal  Airport.  In  his  opening  re-  John  Buchanan,  and  Paul  (Bear)  Bryant,  head  coach 
marks,  he  referred  to  Gov.  George  C.  Wallace  of       of  the  University  of  Alabama  football  team. 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  International 
Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police  in  Miami  Beach,  Florida. 
September  27,  1976 

Chief  Clement,  Director  Kelley,  Mayor  Rosen,  officers,  directors  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Chief s  of  Police,  reverend  clergy,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  is  a  very  high  honor  and  a  very  great  privilege  to  be  with  the  International 
Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police,  and  I  congratulate  Chief  Ed  Davis,  of  Los 
Angeles,  your  new  president. 

Later  this  week  I  will  sign  legislation  that  reflects  the  will  of  a  grateful  people 
and  their  government.  It  will  demonstrate  the  esteem  of  a  free  society,  of  its 
600,000  sworn  law  enforcement  officers  and  others  entrusted  with  our  public 
safety.  I  refer  to  legislation,  the  Public  Safety  Officers'  Benefit  Act  of  1976,  which 
will  pay  $50,000  to  the  survivors  of  any  public  safety  officer  who  loses  his  or 
her  life  in  the  line  of  duty. 

No  amount  of  money  can  fill  the  void  left  by  the  courageous  officers  who  make 
the  supreme  sacrifice.  What  we  will  do  is  to  assure  their  next  of  kin  of  appro- 
priate benefits  for  their  lifetime.  As  your  President,  I  will  sign  this  law  on  behalf 
of  every  grateful  American.  But  let  me  add,  the  United  States  of  America  salutes 
all  the  men  and  women  who  so  devotedly  serve  their  Nation  and  their  fellow 
citizens. 

We  must  respond  to  the  suffering  of  all  the  victims  of  crime  in  our  society. 
Consider  the  great  emphasis  is  now  placed  on  the  rights  of  the  accused,  we  must 
pay  more  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  victim  of  crime.  I  am  shocked,  I  am 
angered  that  our  older  and  least  advantaged  citizens  are  too  often  brutally  victim- 
ized day  after  day  after  day.  It  is  equally  shocking  that  the  Congress  has  failed 
to  act  on  my  proposal  to  provide  compensation  for  the  victims  of  Federal  crime. 
I  have  urged  that  similar  action  be  taken  by  State  governments.  Seventeen  States 
have  enacted  crime  compensation  legislation,  and  a  number  of  others  are 
considering  such  statutes. 

No  President  and  no  police  chief  can  preserve  domestic  tranquility  without 
cooperation— the  cooperation  of  American  citizens,  America's  neighborhoods, 
and  America's  communities.  That  is  why  I  address  myself  to  all  Americans 
who  are  determined  to  act  against  crime. 

The  cost  of  crime  in  America  has  been  estimated  at  $97  billion  a  year,  almost 
as  much  as  the  entire  defense  budget.  But  even  that  figure,  high  as  it  is,  does  not 
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take  into  full  account  the  terrible  impact  of  crime  on  our  society.  We  cannot 
count  in  dollars,  we  cannot  count  in  cents,  the  loss  of  a  single  citizen  who  is 
murdered,  the  humiliation  of  one  who  is  raped,  the  pain  of  one  who  is 
assaulted.  We  cannot  calculate  the  cost  to  a  free  society  when  people  are 
forced  to  barricade  themselves  in  their  own  homes.  It  is  time  to  give  the 
streets  back  to  the  law-abiding  citizens  and  put  the  criminals  behind  bars. 

Study  after  study  has  shown  that  crime  is  not  the  work  of  many  offenders 
but  of  a  relatively  small  number  of  chronic  lawbreakers  who  have  chosen  crime 
as  a  career.  The  career  criminal  is  a  one-man  crime  wave.  He  commits  between 
50  and  80  percent  of  all  serious  crimes.  In  Washington,  D.C.,  one  man  recendy 
confessed  to  50  rapes,  80  burglaries,  10  armed  robberies,  and  more  stolen  cars 
than  he  could  remember.  The  LEAA  has  reported  that  49  criminals,  unbe- 
lievable, acting  individually,  committed  over  10,500  crimes. 

If  we  can  bring  the  career  criminal  to  a  speedy  trial,  try  him  for  his  most 
serious  rather  than  least  serious  offense,  and  make  sure  that  if  found  guilty  he 
is  sent  to  prison,  we  can  give  the  streets  back  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
I  do  not  advocate  vigilante  action,  but  I  do  advocate  swift  and  certain  justice. 

You  in  this  great  audience  know  the  criminals.  Their  names  appear  on  police 
blotters  and  court  dockets  every  day.  They  have  been  on  probation,  in  halfway 
houses,  and  on  parole.  They  had  every  chance  for  rehabilitation,  but  nothing 
has  worked.  It  is  no  encroachment  on  the  presumption  of  innocence  to  identify 
those  whose  business  is  crime.  Our  job  is  to  put  them  out  of  business— the  sooner 
the  better. 

Two  years  ago  I  ouriined  to  this  association  a  career  criminal  program.  Under 
the  auspices  of  LEAA,  we  targeted  12  jurisdictions  for  an  initial  demonstration. 
In  the  last  16  months  those  jurisdictions  have  singled  out  more  than  2,000 
career  criminals  with  an  average  of  five  prior  convictions  apiece— not  five  arrests, 
but  five  convictions  apiece.  New  cases  involving  these  habitual  offenders  were 
assigned  to  special  units  of  the  district  attorney's  offices.  Every  right  of  the  ac- 
cused was  protected,  including  the  right  to  a  speedy  trial.  With  absolutely  no 
plea  bargaining  for  lesser  offenses,  the  prosecutors  achieved  dramatic  results.  Of 
those  2,000  defendants,  95  percent  were  convicted.  The  average  rime  between 
arrests  and  final  sentencing  was  only  84  days.  The  average  sentence  for  those 
convicted  was  20  years  in  prison  in  most  cases.  The  crime  rate  demonstrably 
went  down.  That's  success. 

I  have  directed  the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  to  signifi- 
cantly expand  the  scope  of  this  program  to  include  not  only  more  prosecutors' 
offices  but  police  and  correctional  organizations  as  well.  In  the  next  fiscal  year 
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the  number  of  federally  funded,  career  criminal  jurisdictions  will  be  more  than 
doubled.  I  urge  States  and  local  governments  to  expand  this  effective  program 
w^ith  your  ovjn  resources  as  v^ell. 

The  national  trend  is  that  less  than  10  percent  of  those  convicted  spend  any 
time  in  jail.  This  is  intolerable  and  indefensible.  Our  Constitution  reserves 
jurisdiction  over  most  crimes  to  State  and  local  authorities,  but  in  offenses 
w^here  the  Constitution  gives  jurisdiction  to  the  Federal  Government  and, 
therefore,  gives  the  President  some  say  in  the  matter— kidnapping,  hijacking, 
trafficking  in  hard  drugs,  and  Federal  crimes  involving  use  of  dangerous  v^eap- 
ons — I  have  proposed  mandatory  sentences.  If  convicted,  they  go  to  jail.  We 
are  going  to  stop  letring  convicted  criminals  go  free.  That's  the  w^ay  to  deter 
crime  and  protect  the  victims  of  crime. 

Law^  enforcement  officers  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  fighting  violent 
crime,  but  crime  is  so  pervasive  it  can  be  brought  under  control  only  by  con- 
certed actions  at  all  levels  of  government — Federal,  State,  and  local — and  by 
the  cooperation  of  law^-abiding  citizens  and  police  volunteer  groups. 

I  am  greatly  encouraged  by  the  revival  of  public  cooperation  with  the  police 
and  the  confidence  you  have  instilled  in  every  neighborhood  of  your  communi- 
ties. The  police  officer  has  become  a  catalyst  for  responsible  government,  and 
I  commend  you  and  I  congratulate  you.  I  have  heard  of  individuals,  especially  in 
rural  and  suburban  areas,  who  use  CB  radios  in  their  cars  to  assist  the  police. 
This  is  a  lot  better  use  of  CB  than  frustrating  highway  patrol  cars.  I  commend 
this  new  breed  of  CB  cooperators  for  recognizing  "Smokey  Bear"  as  the  real 
friend  of  law-abiding  citizens. 

Two  years  ago  I  made  a  solemn  pledge  to  you,  the  police  chiefs,  that  a  high 
priority  of  my  administration  would  be  the  control  of  crime,  especially  violent 
crime.  Since  1974  we  have  been  making  real  progress.  In  1974  the  crime  rate 
had  increased  by  a  staggering  18  percent  over  the  previous  year.  By  1975  we  had 
cut  the  rate  of  increase  in  half,  to  9  percent.  Statistics  for  the  first  6  months  of 
this  year  show  the  increase  in  the  rate  of  crime  reduced  to  about  3  percent.  Even 
better,  the  new  figures  reveal  that  the  rate  of  violent  crime  has  actually  decreased 
for  the  first  time  in  many,  many  years.  The  violent  crimes  of  murder,  forcible 
rape,  robbery,  and  aggravated  assault  decreased  6  percent  in  the  first  6  months 
of  1976. 1  congratulate  you,  but  we're  going  to  do  better  in  the  future. 

There  is  a  new  and  wonderful  attitude  in  America.  Americans  who  have  rev- 
erence for  the  law  are  fighting  back.  We  must  not  stop  until  we  tear  away  the 
shroud  of  fear  from  every  corner  of  America  to  control  rural  and  suburban 
crime,  as  well  as  that  in  the  big  cities. 
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The  criminal  justice  system  cannot,  by  itself,  control  crime.  Further  reduction 
of  the  crime  rate  requires  involvement  of  all  of  our  fellow  Americans.  The 
family  and  the  neighborhood  are  our  best  defenses  against  crime.  Family  re~ 
sponsibiUty,  not  government  programs,  is  the  best  w^ay  to  make  sure  children 
are  properly  nurtured,  the  elderly  are  cared  for,  our  cultural  and  spiritual  heri- 
tage preserved,  and  our  laws  respected.  The  police  can  do  little  to  curb  juvenile 
deUnquency  without  the  family's  full  cooperation. 

We  hear  more  about  the  rights  of  juvenile  defenders  or  offenders  than  about 
the  rights  of  their  victims.  Forty-five  percent  of  all  violent  crime  is  now  perpe- 
trated by  juveniles.  If  they  are  big  enough  to  commit  vicious  crimes  against  soci- 
ety, they  are  big  enough  to  be  punished  by  society.  Too  many  violent  and  street- 
wise juveniles  are  using  their  age  as  a  cloak  of  immunity.  Detention  may  not 
help  the  juvenile,  but  it  will  certainly  help  his  potential  victims. 

Genuine  job  opportunities  for  young  people  provide  a  constructive  alternative 
to  crime.  We're  making  progress  in  this  area,  and  we'll  do  better  as  our  economy 
continues  to  improve.  If  rehabilitation  is  to  become  a  reality  instead  of  the  pre- 
tense that  it  is  today,  the  private  sector  must  do  more  to  provide  jobs  for  those 
who  have  paid  their  debt  to  society. 

In  my  crime  message  to  Congress,  I  called  for  a  comprehensive  Federal 
Criminal  Code  to  serve  as  a  model  for  State  and  local  governments.  I  called  for 
mandatory  minimum  sentences  for  certain  Federal  crimes  and  for  violent,  re- 
peat offenders.  I  called  for  legislation  increasing  the  number  of  Federal  judges. 
I  called  for  the  compensation  of  the  victims  of  Federal  crime.  The  Congress 
has  done  nothing. 

Too  many  politicians  today  are  underestimating  the  public  concern  about 
crime.  Just  as  the  police  identify  career  criminals,  American  voters  will  exam- 
ine their  ballots  in  November  and  identify  those  candidates  who  have  demon- 
strated indifference  or  permissiveness  toward  crime,  and  they  should. 

I  serve  notice  today,  that  a  top  priority  of  the  first  100  days,  beginning  with  In- 
auguration Day  for  the  Ford  administration  next  January,  will  be  the  rallying 
of  America  behind  Federal  anticrime  legislation.  I  ask  every  police  chief  in 
America  and  every  citizen  to  join  in  that  crusade.  I  recommend  strict  controls 
and  more  stringent  penalties  to  stamp  out  the  threat  of  political  terrorism 
which  is  totally  alien  to  American  ideals. 

In  addition,  I  ask  all  athletes,  amateur  and  professional,  to  help  our  young 
people.  Our  athletes  in  America  can  score  high  by  providing  youth  with  alter- 
natives to  crime.  Kids  who  are  playing  football,  baseball,  basketball,  and  tennis 
are  not  kids  committing  crimes  against  society.  Heroes  of  sports,  instead  of 
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criminals,  are  the  models  for  youngsters  to  look  up  to.  I  have  directed  my  Coun- 
cil on  Physical  Fitness  and  Sports,  in  partnership  with  State  and  local  authori- 
ties and  private  organizations,  to  promote  team  play  rather  than  foul  play,  and 
v^e  w^ill. 

The  Federal  Government  shares  direct  responsibility  for  organized  crime, 
w^hite-collar  crime,  and  official  corruption.  The  Department  of  Justice  has  made 
great  strides  in  combating  this  kind  of  crime. 

To  ensure  that  this  Federal  effort  is  fully  coordinated,  I  will  establish  an  inter- 
agency council  on  crime.  It  will  include  the  heads  of  all  Federal  agencies  oper- 
ating programs  involved  with  crime.  It  will  be  directed  by  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  who  will  do  a  first-class  job.  One  of  the  first  jobs  of  the 
council  will  be  to  review  the  policies  of  major  domestic  agencies  and  recom- 
mend changes  to  lower  the  crime  rate.  The  council  will  develop  a  comprehen- 
sive 5-year  plan  for  crime  control  and  criminal  justice  through  the  Federal 
Government. 

We  all  know,  tragic  as  it  is,  as  much  as  one-half  of  all  street  crime  today  is 
committed  by  drug  addicts  to  support  their  habit.  Since  taking  office,  I  have 
reorganized  our  programs  and  priorities  to  make  maximum  use  of  our  antidrug 
resources  at  the  Federal  level  I  met  with  the  heads  of  state  of  Mexico,  Colom- 
bia, and  Turkey  to  secure  their  cooperation  in  the  international  war  on  drugs.  I 
proposed  legislation  which  would  close  the  loopholes  that  permit  drug  traffick- 
ers to  prey  on  the  young.  I  directed  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  to  reinstitute 
and  emphasize  a  tax  enforcement  program  aimed  at  high-level  drug  traffickers. 
Since  then,  the  IRS,  aided  by  the  Drug  Enforcement  Administration,  has  identi- 
fied over  375  suspected  bigtime  pushers  for  intensive  investigation  and  action. 
And  I  called  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  billion  dollars  in  a  year,  a 
single  12-month  period,  to  finance  the  fight  against  drug  abuse. 

For  every  young  person  who  dies  of  drug  overuse — and  there  were  almost 
5,000  of  them  last  year — there  are  thousands  more  who  did  not  die  but  can  only 
go  through  the  motions  of  living.  We  are  making  progress.  Total  Federal  seiz- 
ures of  drugs  and  arrests  of  drug  traffickers  are  up  sharply  over  previous  years. 
Cooperation  among  Federal  agencies  is  far,  far  better. 

But  our  ability  to  deal  with  drugs  depends,  to  a  large  extent,  on  the  coopera- 
tion of  other  governments  to  work  with  us.  Because  Mexico  today  is  the  major 
source  of  heroin  entering  the  United  States,  the  first  foreign  head  of  state  with 
whom  I  discussed  narcotic-control  cooperation  was  the  President  of  Mexico. 
And  last  Friday,  I  met  with  the  new  President-elect  of  Mexico.  He  has  assured 
me  that  during  his  6-year  term  as  President  of  that  country,  he  will  give  the 
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United  States  full  cooperation  in  this  problem.  And  the  record  shows  that  with 
the  continuing  and  growing  support  of  the  Government  of  Mexico,  we  can  dras- 
tically curtail  this  source  of  drugs  in  the  next  year,  and  in  the  next  year. 

I  call  upon  States  and  local  governments  to  move  forward  with  us  until  we 
bring  the  drug  traffic  under  control.  And  I  believe  as  I  see  the  response  of  this 
wonderful  organization  here,  representing  not  only  local  but  State  and  interna- 
tional chiefs  of  police,  we  have  a  great  opportunity  to  work  together  to  do  the 
job  for  the  people  throughout  this  world,  and  let's  do  it. 

You  know  better  than  I,  because  you  see  it  every  day  on  the  streets  of  your 
cities  or  in  the  areas  of  your  States,  crime  is  a  terrible,  terrible  enemy  to  all  of  us. 
But  we  can  beat  it,  and  we  will  beat  it. 

But  victory  requires  a  continued,  clear,  and  predictable  poHcy.  It  requires 
real  reverence  for  the  law.  I  know  that  I  can  count  on  you  and  millions  of 
others — millions  and  millions  of  law-abiding  Americans — who  believe  with 
you  and  me,  with  us,  that  by  fighting  crime  we  are  building  freedom  for  all 
Americans. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:35  a.m.  in  the  Clement,  president  of  the  association,  Clarence  M. 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Fontainebleau  Hotel.  In  his  Kelley,  Director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Invcstiga- 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Chief  Richard  C.       tion,  and  Mayor  Harold  Rosen  of  Miami  Beach. 
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Remarks  at  the  Villa  Maria  Nursing  and  Retirement  Center 
in  North  Miami,  Florida.     September  27,  1976 

I  WANT  to  thank  the  administration  and  the  diocese.  I  think  the  Villa  Maria 
Nursing  and  Retirement  Home  epitomizes  what  kind  of  opportunities  we  want 
for  all  of  our  older  citizens  and  all  of  those  who  are  disabled  and  need  the  best 
care  and  attention. 

History  judges  a  nation  on  how  well  it  takes  care  of  its  older  people,  and  the 
United  States  of  America  has  an  obligation  to  do  the  maximum,  because  as  I 
look  around  this  room  and  have  the  opportunity  to  say  hello  and  to  express  my 
best,  I  know  how  much  all  of  you  and  your  generation  have  done  to  make  this 
country  what  it  is  today. 

And  so  those  of  us,  and  younger  generations  than  myself,  have  a  moral  obliga- 
tion to  make  certain  and  to  make  positive  that  you  have  wonderful  f acihties  like 
this,  and  that  you  have  kind  people  like  the  nurses  and  the  doctors  and  the  ad- 
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ministrators — that  they  have  a  superb  opportunity  to  do  all  they  can  to  help 
you. 

I  promise  you  that  our  retirement  nursing  homes  will  be  expanded,  will  be 
made  more  available,  because  we  have  a  serious  moral  commitment  and  obliga- 
tion to  make  a  better  America  as  you  mature  and  as  you  retire,  and  I  pledge  that 
to  all  of  you  and  to  all  like  you. 

Good  luck,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:45  p.m.  in  the  Recreation  Room. 
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Memorandum  on  Consumer  Representation  Plans. 
September  21 ,  191 G 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Executive  Departments  and  Agencies 

This  year  marks  the  celebration  of  our  Nation's  200th  Birthday.  It  is  appro- 
priate that  v^e  embark  on  the  Tricentennial  with  a  reaffirmation  of  government 
for  the  people,  by  the  people.  As  one  more  step  in  this  direction,  this  issue  of  the 
Federal  Register  includes  Consumer  Representation  Plans  developed  at  my  re- 
quest by  17  Federal  Executive  Branch  Departments  and  Agencies. 

In  initiating  this  effort,  my  guidelines  to  the  Departments  and  Agencies  w^ere 
that  they  should  w^ork  from  w^ithin  and  improve  the  existing  structure,  rather 
than  create  another  new  agency  to  oversee  other  agencies  or  establish  an  agency 
with  an  adversary  function  built  into  its  mandate. 

Let  us  not  lose  sight  of  our  objective:  this  is  a  time  for  open  government. 
Consumers  rightly  demand  to  be  a  part  of  the  decision-making  process.  It  has 
not  taken  us  200  years  to  realize  this;  however,  it  has  taken  too  long  to  accompUsh 
it.  It  is  a  basic  premise  of  these  plans  that  where  the  machinery  and  the  techniques 
for  assuring  consumer  representation  already  exist,  they  are  to  be  strengthened 
and  that  where  they  do  not  exist,  they  will  be  instituted.  Further,  these  Consumer 
Representation  Plans  shall  always  be  subject  to  improvement  when  deficiencies 
are  noted  or  when  a  new  need  becomes  evident.  The  Federal  Government  must 
provide  effective  ways  to  assure  consumer  representation  at  the  earliest  possible 
stages  of  the  decision-making  process. 

In  the  past,  the  consumer  s  right  to  be  heard  has  not  been  fully  recognized  by 
all  government  agencies.  Too  often  the  consumer's  voice  has  been  treated  lighdy 
or  overlooked  entirely.  In  considering  public  interest  policy,  I  expect  govern- 
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ment  decision-makers  to  balance  the  effect  government  policy  will  have  betv^een 
producers,  distributors,  transporters,  retailers,  labor  and  the  consumers  v^ho 
support  the  entire  system  through  the  purchase  of  goods  and  services  for  per- 
sonal, household  or  family  use. 

This  can  be  accomplished  only  through  participation.  The  consumer's  right 
to  be  heard  means  that  the  consumer  must  be  involved  in  the  development  of 
programs  and  participation  in  decision-making  mechanisms  that  affect  his  or 
her  interests.  It  means  that  the  individual  consumer  w^ith  a  complaint  or  a 
criticism  must  not  only  be  heard,  but  that  those  complaints  v^ill  be  acted  upon 
by  the  government. 

The  procedures  embodied  in  the  Consumer  Representation  Plans  confirm  an 
essential  aspect  of  the  w^ay  government  must  operate,  with  openness  and  candor. 

I  beUeve  that  certain  other  action  must  be  taken  at  this  time.  Therefore,  I  am 
herewith  directing  implementation  of  the  following: 

1.  The  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Consumer  Affairs  shall  have 
continuing  responsibility  to  monitor  the  extent  and  effectiveness  with  which 
Departments  and  Agencies  carry  forth  the  policies  embodied  in  the  Consumer 
Representation  Plans. 

2.  The  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  shall  assess  during  the  annual 
budget  process  the  effectiveness  of  the  Consumer  Representation  Plans.  With 
assistance  from  that  office  and  that  of  the  Departments  and  Agencies,  my 
Special  Assistant  for  Consumer  Affairs  shall  develop  a  summary  report  evaluating 
the  various  consumer  programs,  and  this  report  shall  be  released  to  the  public. 

3.  Each  Department  and  Agency  shall  instruct  employees  on  the  purposes 
and  availability  of  the  Representation  Plans  and  shall  maintain  internal  monitor- 
ing and  evaluation  systems.  As  need  arises,  the  Consumer  Representation  Plan 
of  that  Department  or  Agency  shall  be  strengthened,  and  any  changes  in  the 
Plans  presented  here  shall  be  duly  noticed  in  the  Federal  Register  with  an 
appropriate  period  allowed  for  comment. 

4.  In  recognition  of  the  need  for  consumers  to  have  direct  access  to  appro- 
priate Federal  officials,  each  Department  and  Agency  publishing  in  the  Federal 
Register  a  rulemaking,  regulation,  guideline  or  other  policy  matter  shall  provide 
in  a  manner  and  format  determined  by  the  General  Services  Administration 
the  name,  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  appropriate  person  responsible 
for  responding  to  citizen  inquiry  or  comment. 

5.  To  further  promote  my  declaration  of  consumer  education,  the  Office 
of  Consumer  Affairs  in  the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  has 
established  an  Interagency  Consumer  Education  and  Information  Liaison.  This 
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group  and  the  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs  will  provide  technical  support  for  the 
development,  dissemination  and  use  of  education  and  information  provided  by 
the  Federal  Government  to  our  schools  and  communities.  It  also  prevents 
dupHcation  within  that  program.  To  further  this  work,  each  Department  and 
Agency  shall  support  and  participate  to  the  extent  they  are  charged  with  a 
consumer  education  and  information  function.  Further,  I  am  directing  my 
Special  Assistant  for  Consumer  Affairs  to  coordinate  this  activity,  encourage  the 
participation  of  independent  agencies  outside  the  immediate  Executive  Branch 
Departments  and  Agencies,  and  provide  me  with  an  annual  summary  of  the 
Federal  Government's  efforts  in  the  area  of  consumer  education  and  information. 

6.  To  meet  a  special  need  of  an  important  segment  of  our  population,  each 
Department  and  Agency  shall  cooperatively  make  every  effort  in  regional  and 
field  offices  to  have  available  bilingual  personnel,  fluent  in  an  appropriate 
language  for  the  non-English  speaking  consumers  who  are  regularly  in  need  of 
contact  with  that  office.  Similar  efforts  shall  be  made,  as  appropriate,  by  head- 
quarters offices  in  Washington,  D.C.  When  a  policy  matter  significantly  affecting 
these  segments  of  our  population  in  their  role  as  a  consumer  is  proposed.  Depart- 
ments and  Agencies  shall  make  extra  effort  to  reach  these  citizens  through 
multi-lingual  notices  and  all  other  appropriate  means. 

7.  In  order  to  assure  dialogue  on  specific  and  general  consumer  concerns 
throughout  the  country,  the  Federal  Executive  Boards  and  the  Federal  Regional 
Councils  shall  establish,  as  appropriate,  programs  to  help  assure  Federal  liaison 
with  individual  consumers,  as  well  as  community  and  State  and  local  consumer 
organizations.  I  am  directing  my  Special  Assistant  for  Consumer  Affairs,  in 
coordination  with  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  to  develop  guidelines 
for  this  effort  within  thirty  days. 

8.  After  reviewing  the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs  in  the 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  and  the  Consumer  Information 
Center  in  the  General  Services  Administration,  I  have  decided  each  of  their 
strengths  in  serving  the  consumer  interest  would  be  enhanced  by  a  more  con- 
solidated approach.  Therefore,  I  am  directing  my  staff  to  seek  methods  that 
will  strengthen  that  relationship,  and  to  seek  to  accommodate  the  consolida- 
tion of  staff,  resources  and  functions  of  the  Consumer  Information  Center  with 
the  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs. 

I  believe  these  eight  actions  universally  applied  across  the  Executive  Branch 
will  enhance  the  Consumer  Representation  Plans  which  follow.  The  plans  are, 
at  this  point,  policy  statements,  and  I  am  instructing  each  Department  and 
Agency,  where  they  have  not  done  so,  to  implement  them  at  once.  In  addition. 
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the  Departments  and  Agencies,  along  with  my  Special  Assistant  for  Consumer 
Affairs,  shall  ensure  that  there  is  wide  public  dissemination  of  information 
about  the  availabilty  of  procedures  embodied  in  these  Plans.  I  look  forward  to 
increased  responsiveness  of  the  Federal  Governihent  to  consumer  concerns.  I 
also  look  forward  to  more  American  consumers  participating  in  the  decision- 
making process. 

Finally,  in  September,  the  independent  regulatory  agencies  will  be  submitting 
reports  to  me,  in  response  to  my  request,  on  the  e^^pected  improvements.  I  have 
asked  these  agencies  to  improve  consumer  represtotation  a^  well  as  to  provide 
improved  economic  analyses  of  the  consequences  Of  their  proposed  actions,  to 
rely  more  on  marketplace  competition,  and  to  eliminate  regulatory  delay. 

This  Memorandum  and  the  accompanying  Consumer  Representation  Plans 
shall  be  published  in  the  Federal  Register. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  memorandum  and  accompanying  Consumer  Representation  Plans  arc  printed  in  the  Federal 
Register  of  September  28,  1976  (41  FR  42763). 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  Ramadan. 
September  28,  1976 

ON  THE  occasion  of  Id  al  Fitr,  the  special  holiday  concluding  the  fasting 
month  of  Ramadan,  Mrs.  Ford  and  I  send  our  warmest  greetings  to  our  fellow 
Americans  of  the  Islamic  Faith. 

The  diversity  of  our  religious  legacy  has  been  a  sustaining  source  of  inspira- 
tion and  a  positive  influence  on  our  society  ever  since  our  Founding  Fathers 
established  a  system  of  government  dedicated  to  the  principle  of  religious  free- 
dom. Celebrating  the  reaffirmation  of  your  Faith,  this  feast  is  a  particularly 
happy  occasion  for  you  and  a  reminder  to  the  rest  of  us  of  the  vitality  and 
strength  of  your  heritage  in  our  national  life. 

Your  rededication  to  Islam's  spirit  of  compassion  and  human  dignity  fortifies 
not  just  you  and  your  families,  but  our  nation.  It  is  with  this  in  mind  that  Mrs. 
Ford  and  I  wish  you  a  most  joyous  and  memorable  observance. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on 
Budget  Deferrals.     September  28,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974,  I  report  routine 
revisions  to  two  deferrals  previously  transmitted. 

A  deferral  for  the  higher  education  program  of  the  Office  of  Education  has 
been  increased  by  $36.9  million.  The  Department  of  Defense's  military  construc- 
tion deferral  reflects  a  net  increase  of  $3.9  million. 

The  details  of  each  revised  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  28,  1976. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  September  30,  1976 
(41  FR  43360). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  on  the 
Administration  of  Cooley's  Anemia  Programs. 
September  28,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  send  to  the  Congress  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Administration  of  the  Cooley's  Anemia  Programs  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  Section  1115  of  the  Public  Health  Service  Act  before  it  was 
amended  by  P.L.  94-278. 

The  Report  describes  the  activities  of  the  Health  Services  Administration 
(HSA),  the  Center  for  Disease  Control  (CDC),  and  the  National  Institutes 
of  Health  (NIH)  in  implementing  the  Public  Health  Service  Act,  as  amended 
by  the  National  Cooley's  Anemia  Control  Act.  Screening,  counseling,  and  edu- 
cation activities  are  underway  to  provide  such  services  to  the  public  through 
ongoing  genetic  blood  diseases  programs.  Efforts  are  continuing  to  improve 
laboratory  methods  for  the  detection  of  Cooley's  anemia  and  expanded  training 
programs  for  health  personnel  are  improving  the  capability  for  such  detection. 
Research  in  the  diagnosis,  treatment  and  prevention  of  Cooley's  anemia  is 
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progressing  with  continued  high  priority  being  given  to  the  development  and 
evaluation  of  more  effective  ways  to  reduce  the  iron  load  in  the  bodies  of 
patients  that  has  resulted  from  repeated  blood  transfusions  required  to  main- 
tain life. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  28,  1976. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Cooky's  Anemia 
Programs"  (9  pp.  plus  appendixes). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  on  the 
World  Weather  Program.     September  28,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Weather  and  cHmate  are  at  once  f  amihar  and  sources  of  deep  concern.  Through 
technology,  we  have  minimized  the  harmful  effects  of  weather  and  have 
adapted  our  civilization  to  a  wide  range  of  climatic  conditions.  Yet,  we  now 
know  how  fragile  is  the  balance  between  our  activities  and  the  environment. 
Understanding  that  balance  is  the  key  to  the  successful  management  of  energy, 
food,  and  water  resources  and  the  beneficial  application  of  technology.  Our  na- 
tional goals  in  improving  weather  predictions  and  warnings  and  coping  with 
the  vagaries  of  climate  cannot  be  accomplished  except  in  the  context  of  a  world- 
wide endeavor.  All  nations  play  roles;  the  United  States  can  be  truly  proud  of 
our  contributions. 

The  World  Weather  Program  is  the  U.S.  commitment  to  an  effort  that  will 
affect  every  one  of  us.  I  am  pleased  to  report  significant  and  continuing  progress 
in  furthering  the  goals  of  the  World  Weather  Program.  The  following  accom- 
plishments are  representative  of  the  progress  being  made: 

— ^There  has  been  a  smooth  transition  into  the  operational  use  of  geostationary 
meteorological  satellites.  The  Western  Hemisphere,  much  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
part  of  the  Pacific  are  now  observed  continuously.  A  nationwide  network  of 
Satellite  Field  Service  Stations  has  been  implemented  by  NOAA  to  capitalize 
on  these  new  data.  Hurricane  and  typhoon  forecasting  has  been  aided,  for 
example,  as  has  the  observation,  tracking,  and  warning  of  severe  weather  over 
the  United  States. 

— The  data  processing  system  at  the  World  Meteorological  Center,  Suitland, 
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Maryland,  has  been  expanded  through  the  operational  use  of  a  third,  fourth- 
generation  computer.  This  system  is  essential  to  handle  the  improved  forecast 
models  and  the  increased  volume  of  data  being  received  from  the  World  Weather 
Watch. 

—Augmented  environmental  monitoring  and  climatic  programs  have  been 
initiated  at  the  South  Pole,  American  Samoa,  and  Barrow,  Alaska. 

—Engineering  tests  have  been  completed  on  large  meteorological  and  oceano- 
graphic  buoys.  The  first  prototype  operational  system  v^as  moored  240  miles  off 
the  Oregon  coast.  Others  are  scheduled  for  operation  this  summer. 

—The  initial  data-processing  phase  for  the  Global  Atmospheric  Research 
Program's  (GARP)  Ariantic  Tropical  Experiment  has  been  completed  and 
scientific  analysis  is  v^ell  underw^ay. 

— A  series  of  Data  Systems  Tests  have  been  completed  as  a  dress  rehearsal  for 
the  First  GARP  Global  Experiment  which  starts  in  1978. 

— The  Global  Experiment  received  major  impetus  when  over  40  nations  met 
in  February  1976  and  agreed  to  commit  ships,  buoys,  balloon  systems,  satellites, 
and  other  critical  facilities  for  the  observational  period  planned  for  1977-1979. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  transmit  this  annual  report  describing  current  planned 
Federal  activities  contribudng  to  the  World  Weather  Program.  The  report  de- 
tails how  the  United  States  is  following  the  intent  of  Senate  Concurrent  Resolu- 
don  67  of  the  90th  Congress  to  participate  in  this  international  program. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
September  28,  1976. 

note:  The  message  is  printed  in  the  report  entitled  "World  Weather  Program — ^Plan  for  Fiscal  Year  1977" 
(Government  Printing  Office,  73  pp.)« 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund  Bill.     September  28,  1976 

Secretary  Kleppe,  distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

It  is  really  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
vv^elcoming  you  all  to  the  Rose  Garden  on  this  very  significant  and,  I  think, 
historic  occasion. 

Last  month  at  Yellowstone  National  Park,  I  set  a  national  goal  of  signifi- 
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candy  expanding  the  recreation  facilities,  national  parks,  and  wildlife  sanc- 
tuaries as  our  Bicentennial  present  to  future  generations. 

Today,  with  the  signing  of  this  legislation  to  enlarge  the  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Fund,  we  take  the  first  important  step  in  that  direction.  Few,  if 
any.  Federal  programs  have  provided  more  or  better  recreational  opportunities 
than  those  financed  through  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund. 

In  the  last  12  years,  some  $2  billion  has  been  channeled  through  this  Fund 
for  the  purchase  and  development  of  millions  of  acres  of  recreation  land, 
where  Americans  can  explore  the  wonders  of  nature,  take  part  in  a  variety  of 
sports  facilities  and  activities,  or  just  relax  and  get  away  from  it  all. 

With  the  increased  authorization  which  this  legislation  provides,  more  than 
6  million  new  acres  of  land  will  be  set  aside  for  recreational  purposes  over  the 
next  12  years.  In  addition,  this  bill  will  establish  an  historic  preservation  fund 
to  provide  Federal  assistance  for  the  acquisition  and  preservation  of  important 
historic  sites  throughout  America. 

As  we  enter  our  third  century  of  independence,  the  American  people  have 
taken  special  pride  in  the  landmarks  of  our  past.  This  new  fund  will  ensure 
that  Americans  who  celebrate  the  Tricentennial  will  be  able  to  enjoy  an  even 
more  complete  celebration  of  our  Nation's  history. 

I  must  say,  there  are  certain  procedural  requirements  in  this  bill  to  which  I  do 
object  and  for  which  I  will  seek  amendments  in  subsequent  legislation.  But  I 
wholeheartedly  and  enthusiastically  endorse  the  basic  thrust  and  the  purpose 
of  this  legislation  to  enhance  our  quality  of  life,  to  enrich  our  treasure  of  natural 
beauty,  and  to  preserve  it  as  our  heritage  to  coming  generations  of  America. 

Therefore,  I  congratulate  the  Members  of  the  House  and  the  Senate  who  have 
worked  on  this  legislation  and  the  others  who  have  participated.  I  am  pleased 
and  very  proud  to  have  the  opportunity  of  signing  this  bill  into  law. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:30  a.m.  at  a  cere-        Interior  Thomas  S.  Kleppe. 

mony  in  the  Rose  Gafclen  at  the  White  House.  In  his  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  327)  is  Public  Law  94-422 

opening  remarks,  he  referred   to   Secretary   of  the        (90  Stat.  1313). 

826 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund  Bill.     September  28,  1976 

TODAYj  with  great  pleasure,  I  am  signing  into  law  S.  327,  a  bill  which  will 
substantially  increase  the  authorization  levels  for  the  Land  and  Water  Con- 
servation Fund  over  the  next  several  years. 
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I  believe  it  can  be  fairly  said  that  few  Federal  programs  have  given  more 
v^holesome  recreation  to  Americans  than  the  activities  financed  from  the  Land 
and  Water  Conservation  Fund.  In  the  decade  of  the  Fund's  existence,  some 
$2  billion  has  been  channeled  into  the  purchase  and  development  of  outdoor 
recreation  lands — ^places  where  Americans  can  participate  in  competitive  sports, 
learn  about  nature,  or  simply  find  relief  from  crowds  and  bustle. 

About  $800  million  over  the  last  10  years  has  been  used  to  finance  the  purchase 
of  Federal  recreation  lands — over  1.5  million  acres  of  land  for  national  parks, 
wildlife  refuges,  wilderness,  and  other  recreational  areas.  $1.2  billion  has  been 
channeled  to  States  and  local  communities  as  matching  grants  supporting  the 
purchase  of  1.4  miUion  acres  of  land  and  the  development  of  10,000  recreational 
projects. 

With  the  increased  authorization  for  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund,  we  estimate  that  over  6  million  more  acres  of  land  will  be  purchased 
and  set  aside  for  recreational  purposes  through  fiscal  year  1989.  Over  the  25- 
year  life  of  the  Fund,  land  in  excess  of  the  area  of  the  States  of  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Massachusetts  will  have  been  bought  for  Land  and  Water 
Fund  recreational  purposes.  This  truly  will  be  a  heritage  treasured  by  future 
generations. 

In  addition,  S.  327  will  establish  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Fund  to 
provide  matching  Federal  assistance  to  State  governments  and  private  indi- 
viduals for  the  acquisition  and  preservation  of  important  historic  sites. 

What  better  way  can  there  be,  in  this  Bicentennial  Year,  to  commemorate 
our  Nation's  rich  history  than  to  pledge  to  preserve  outstanding  examples  of  it 
for  future  Americans  ?  In  celebrating  our  Bicentennial  this  year,  I  and  millions 
of  others  have  been  inspired  to  reflect  on  our  history  and  the  progress  we  have 
made.  The  National  Historic  Preservation  Fund  will  assure  that  our  historic 
sites  and  structures  will  continue  to  be  available  to  provide  this  inspiration. 

This  preservation  of  historic  sites  and  structures  will  be  achieved  through  a 
creative  partnership  between  various  levels  of  government  and  the  private 
sector.  The  Federal  Government  will  provide  technical  and  financial  assist- 
ance, the  States  will  plan  the  programs,  and  the  bulk  of  the  actual  preserva- 
tion work  will  be  done  at  the  local  level,  by  private  individuals.  This  is  appro- 
priate. The  preservation  movement  is  a  citizen's  movement,  an  example  of 
productive  cooperation  among  the  Federal,  State,  and  local  governments,  and 
the  private  sector.  Government  can  nurture  this  movement,  but  we  must  remem- 
ber that  it  gains  its  greatest  strength  from  the  individual  pride  in  the  Nation's 
past. 
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Unfortunately,  S.  327  also  provides  for  certain  changes  in  the  procedures  of 
the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation  v^^hich  w^ould  compromise  ex- 
ecutive branch  functions.  I  find  these  provisions  unacceptable,  as  w^ell  as  unneces- 
sary to  the  effective  operation  of  the  Advisory  Council. 

The  first  provision  would  require  the  concurrent  submission  of  Advisory 
Council  budget  requests  to  Congress  and  to  the  President.  The  second  w^ould 
require  concurrent  submission  of  the  Advisory  Council's  legislative  proposals. 
Each  requirement  would  make  it  difficult  for  me  to  develop  and  present  to  the 
Congress  coherent  and  coordinated  budget  and  legislative  programs. 

We  will  submit  to  the  Congress  legislation  which  would  correct  these 
provisions,  and  I  will  strongly  urge  its  passage  during  the  first  session  of  the  next 
Congress. 

In  summary,  I  am  pleased  today  to  sign  S.  327.  With  my  Bicentennial  Land 
Heritage  Program  and  S.  327,  we  will  have  a  program  of  which  we  can  be 
proud.  These  two  measures  will  provide  increased  recreational  opportunities  for 
present  and  future  Americans,  and  will  preserve  for  the  future  a  great  treasure 
of  natural  areas  and  historic  resources.  S.  327  provides  the  authorization  for 
greatly  accelerated  land  acquisition  and  historic  preservation  efforts  assuring 
the  continued  momentum  of  our  national  preservation  program.  The  Bicenten- 
nial Land  Heritage  Program  will  assure  that  these  resources  are  developed  and 
maintained  to  the  highest  standards. 

As  America  looks  toward  her  third  century,  we  draw  strength  from  our  past. 
Our  heritage  of  natural  areas  and  the  remaining  records  of  our  cultural  history 
provide  a  reassuring  sense  of  the  direction  from  which  we  have  come  and  a  re- 
spite from  the  tensions  of  continuing  progress.  It  is  essential  that  we  preserve 
our  natural  areas  and  historic  resources  in  the  face  of  progress.  I  pledge  to  do  all 
I  can  to  further  this  goal. 

827 

Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Public  Safety  Officers' 
Benefits  Act  of  1976.     September  29,  1976 

Distinguished  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  members  of  the  Cabinet,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Two  days  ago  in  Miami,  Florida,  I  declared  a  major  new  escalation  in  Amer- 
ica's war  on  crime.  I  outlined  plans  as  follows:  to  completely  revise  the  Federal 
Criminal  Code;  to  expand  the  demonstrably  successful  career  criminal  pro- 
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gram;  to  impose  mandatory  sentences  for  certain  Federal  crimes;  to  explore 
new  ways  of  preventing  juvenile  crime;  and  to  take  other  steps  to  make  the 
Federal  fight  against  crime  a  model  for  State  and  local  efforts  throughout  the 
Nation. 

There  is  no  niore  important  work  to  be  done  in  our  society  than  ensuring 
domestic  tranquility,  as  the  Constitution  requires,  and  protecting  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  American  people.  This  means  that  America's  600,000  Federal, 
State,  and  local  public  service  officers  are  among  our  most  important  and  valu- 
able citizens.  We  owe  these  dedicated  public  servants  more  than  gratitude,  more 
than  praise.  We  owe  them  as  well  as  their  families  the  fullest  measure  of  pro- 
tection that  we  can  provide. 

We  are  now  providing  the  most  sophisticated  equipment,  the  best  training, 
and  the  greatest  financial  and  moral  support  that  we  can.  But  it  js  these  cour- 
ageous men  and  women  themselves  who  stand  on  the  frontlines  of  America's 
War  on  crime.  They  take  the  risks,  they  suffer  the  injuries,  and  they  are  the  ones 
why  lay  their  lives  on  the  line  every  day  for  the  rest  of  us  in  this  country. 

In  1975, 126  officers  were  killed  in  the  line  of  duty;  49  were  killed  in  the  first  4 
months  of  this  year.  Violent  death  has  also  claimed  its  grim  toll  of  firefighters 
and  other  public  safety  officers  whose  courage  is  equally  admirable,  whose  jobs 
are  no  less  essential,  and  whose  lives  are  just  as  precious.  There  is  no  way  that 
we  can  fully  compensate  for  this  loss  of  life  in  our  public  service,  but  we  have  a 
clear  obligation  to  help  as  much  as  we  can. 

The  Congress  has  passed-— -and  I  congratulate  the  Members  of  the  House  and 
Senate  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle — the  Public  Service  [Safety]  Officers'  Benefits 
Act  of  1976.  This  legislation  provides  that  the  Federal  Government  will  pay  a 
$50,000  benefit  to  the  surviving  dependents  of  public  service  officers  who  are 
killed  in  the  line  of  duty.  This  includes  not  only  policemen  but  firemen,  prison 
guards,  parole  and  probation  officers,  and  court  officials.  This  act  demonstrates 
the  esteem  of  a  free  society  for  those  whom  it  entrusts  with  our  public  and  per- 
sonal safety. 

It's  with  great  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  sign  this  legislation,  and  I  congratu- 
late the  Congress  for  its  efforts  which  I  think  are  long  overdue  in  this  regard. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:02  p.m.  at  a  cere-  As  enacted,  the  bill   (H.R.  366)   is  Public  Law 

mony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  94-430  (90  Stat.  1346). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Public  Safety  Officers' 
Benefits  Act  of  1976.     September  29,  1976 

I  HAVE  today  signed  into  kw  H.R.  366,  the  Public  Safety  Officers'  Benefits 
Act  of  1976. 

This  law  establishes  a  new  program  providiilg  for  the  payment  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  of  a  $50,000  death  benefit  to  the  survivors  of  any  State  or  local 
public  safety  officer  who  loses  her  or  his  life  as  a  result  of  injuries  sustained  in 
the  line  of  duty. 

I  fully  recognize  that  no  amount  of  money  can  fill  the  void  left  when  these 
brave  officers  make  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  pursuit  of  their  duties.  The  least  the 
Federal  Government  can  do  is  to  assure  that  their  dependents  have  adequate 
financial  assistance  to  see  them  through  theif  difficulties. 

The  signing  into  law  of  this  bill  is  a  solemn  action  by  a  grateful  people  and 
their  Government.  It  demonstrates  the  esteem  of  a  free  society  for  those  of  its 
members  entrusted  with  public  safety. 

While  it  is  important  that  the  survivors  of  public  safety  officers  who  die  in  the 
line  of  duty  be  provided  for,  it  is  infinitely  more  important  that  steps  be  taken 
to  avoid  unnecessary  death  or  injury  to  those  who  protect  our  safety*  This  is 
why  I  have  pledged  that  a  top  priority  during  the  fifst  100  days  of  my  next  ad- 
ministration will  be  devoted  to  rallying  the  American  people  behind  the  legis- 
lative proposals  I  have  submitted  to  the  Congress  so  that  the  Federal  Governnient 
may  better  do  its  part  to  reduce  crime  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  with  great  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  have  signed  this  act  into  law. 


829 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Olympic  Winter  Games 
Authorization  Act  of  1976.     September  29,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  S.  2184,  a  bill  to  authorize  Federal  financial  assistance 
for  planning,  design,  and  construction  or  improvement  of  facilities  for  the  1980 
Olympic  winter  games  at  Lake  Placid,  N.Y. 

This  legislation  will  not  only  furnish  the  resources  necessary  for  the  next 
winter  Olympic  games  to  be  held  in  the  United  States,  it  will  also  provide  traili- 
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ing  facilities  for  future  American  Olympic  athletes,  which  will  enhance  their 
ability  to  compete  with  heavily  subsidized  teams  from  other  nations. 

I  am  committed  to  the  improvement  of  amateur  sports  in  the  United  States 
and  the  strengthening  of  our  Olympic  teams.  I  believe  that  this  can  be  accom- 
plished without  massive  government  interference  or  subsidies.  For  this  reason, 
my  proposal  for  Federal  financing  of  the  Lake  Placid  games,  which  I  introduced 
last  May,  entailed  only  the  construction  of  permanent,  unique  sports  facilities 
at  a  cost  of  $28  million  in  grants  to  the  Lake  Placid  Olympic  Organizing 
Committee. 

The  bill  I  am  approving  today  authorizes  $49,040,000  for  permanent  facilities 
and  for  other  capital  funding  needed  for  the  games.  The  additional  authoriza- 
tion provided  in  this  bill  is  intended  to  provide  temporary  and  support  facilities 
(i.e.,  housing,  spectator,  and  administration  facilities),  and  support  services  for 
the  games. 

I  continue  to  believe  that  this  additional  financial  assistance  should  not  be 
provided  by  the  Federal  taxpayer.  Accordingly,  I  am  asking  Secretary  Richard- 
son to  take  action  to  fund  the  permanent,  unique  facilities  covered  in  the  ad- 
ministration's proposal  of  May  10,  1976. 1  am  also  asking  that  he  meet  with  the 
Lake  Placid  Olympic  Committee  to  review  its  needs  for  related  facilities  and  to 
seek  ways  to  meet  those  needs  without  additional  Federal  expenditure. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  2184,  approved  September  28,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-427  (90  Stat.  1336). 

830 

Veto  of  the  Appropriations  Bill  for  the  Departments  of 
Labor  and  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 
September  29,  1976 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Just  before  adjourning  for  the  final  weeks  of  the  election  campaign,  the  Con- 
gress has  sent  me  H.R.  14232,  the  Departments  of  Labor,  and  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare  appropriations  for  fiscal  year  1977  which  begins  October  1. 
This  last  and  second  largest  of  the  major  Federal  appropriation  bills  to  be  con- 
sidered by  this  Congress  is  a  perfect  example  of  the  triumph  of  election-year 
pohtics  over  fiscal  restraint  and  responsibility  to  the  hard-pressed  American 
taxpayers. 

Contained  in  this  bill  are  appropriations  for  numerous  essential  domestic  pro- 
grams which  have  worthy  purposes.  My  budget  for  these  purposes  totaled  $52.5 
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billion,  $700  million  more  than  this  year.  Since  1970  expenditures  for  these  pro- 
grams have  increased  at  a  rate  75%  greater  than  the  rate  of  growth  in  the  over- 
all Federal  Budget.  Therefore,  my  1977  proposals  included  substantial  reforms 
in  the  major  areas  covered  by  these  appropriations  designed  to  improve  their 
efficiency  and  reduce  the  grow^th  of  Federal  bureaucracy  and  red  tape. 

The  majority  in  control  of  this  Congress  has  ignored  my  reform  proposals  and 
added  nearly  $4  billion  in  additional  spending  onto  these  programs. 

The  partisan  political  purpose  of  this  bill  is  patently  clear.  It  is  to  present  me 
w^ith  the  choice  of  vetoing  these  inflationary  increases  and  appearing  heedless  of 
the  human  needs  w^hich  these  Federal  programs  w^ere  intended  to  meet,  or  to 
sign  the  measure  and  demonstrate  inconsistency  w^ith  my  previous  anti-inflation- 
ary vetoes  on  behalf  of  the  American  taxpayer. 

It  is  to  present  me  w^ith  the  dilemma  of  offending  the  voting  groups  w^ho  bene- 
fit by  these  government  programs,  or  offending  those  primarily  concerned  w^ith 
certain  restrictions  embodied  in  the  bill. 

I  am  sympathetic  to  the  purposes  of  most  of  these  programs.  I  agree  w^ith 
the  restriction  on  the  use  of  Federal  funds  for  abortion.  My  objection  to  this 
legislation  is  based  purely  and  simply  on  the  issue  of  fiscal  integrity. 

I  believe  the  American  people  are  v^iser  than  the  Congress  thinks.  They  know^ 
that  compassion  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  involves  more  than 
taking  additional  cash  from  their  paychecks.  They  knov^  that  inflationary 
spending  and  larger  deficits  must  be  paid  for  not  only  by  all  Federal  taxpayers 
but  by  every  citizen,  including  the  poor,  the  unemployed,  the  retired  persons 
on  fixed  incomes,  through  the  inevitable  reduction  in  the  purchasing  pov^er 
of  their  dollars. 

I  believe  strongly  in  compassionate  concern  for  those  w^ho  cannot  help  them- 
selves, but  I  have  compassion  for  the  taxpayer,  too.  My  sense  of  compassion  also 
says  that  v^e  shouldn't  ask  the  taxpayers  to  spend  their  money  for  a  tangled 
mess  of  programs  that  the  Congress  itself  has  shov^n  all  too  often  to  be  v^asteful 
and  inefficient — ^programs  w^hich  all  too  often  fail  to  really  help  those  in  need. 

The  Congress  says  it  cares  about  cutting  inflation  and  controlling  Federal 
spending. 

The  Congress  says  it  w^ants  to  stop  fraud  and  abuse  in  Federal  programs. 

The  Congress  says  it  w^ants  to  end  duplication  and  overlap  in  Federal  activities. 

But  w^hen  you  examine  this  bill  carefully  you  discover  that  w^hat  the  Congress 
says  has  very  little  to  do  v^ith  v^hat  the  Congress  does. 

If  the  Congress  really  cared  about  cutting  inflation  and  controlling  Federal 

2363 


[830]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  29 

spending,  would  it  send  me  a  bill  that  is  $4  billion  over  my  $52.5  billion 
request? 

If  the  Congress  really  wanted  to  stop  fraud  and  abuse  in  Federal  programs  like 
Medicaid,  would  it  appropriate  more  money  this  year  than  it  did  last  year 
without  any  reform  ? 

If  the  Congress  really  wanted  to  end  duplication  and  overlap  in  Federal 
activities,  would  it  continue  all  of  these  narrow  programs  this  year — at  higher 
funding  levels  than  last  year? 

If  the  Congress  really  wanted  to  cut  the  deficit  and  ease  the  burden  on  the 
taxpayer,  would  it  ignore  serious  reform  proposals  ? 

The  resounding  answer  to  all  of  these  questions  is  no. 

Our  longtime  ally.  Great  Britain,  has  now  reached  a  critical  point  in  its 
illustrious  history.  The  British  people  must  now  make  some  very  painful  de- 
cisions on  government  spending.  As  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  courageously 
said  just  yesterday,  "Britain  for  too  long  has  lived  on  borrowed  time,  borrowed 
money  and  borrowed  ideas.  We  will  fail  if  we  think  we  can  buy  our  way  out 
of  our  present  difficulties  by  printing  confetti  money  and  by  paying  ourselves 
more  than  we  earn." 

1  cannot  ask  American  taxpayers  to  accept  unwarranted  spending  increases 
without  a  commitment  to  serious  reform.  I  do  not  believe  the  people  want 
more  bureaucratic  business  as  usual.  I  believe  the  people  want  the  reforms  I 
have  proposed  which  would  target  the  dollars  on  those  in  real  need  while  reduc- 
ing Federal  interference  in  our  daily  lives  and  returning  more  decision-making 
freedom  to  State  and  local  levels  where  it  belongs. 

I  therefore  return  without  my  approval  H.R.  14323  [14232],  and  urge  the 
Congress  to  enact  immediately  my  budget  proposals  and  to  adopt  my  program 
reforms. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

September  29,  1976, 

note:  With  the  votes  in  both  the  House  and  Senate       H.R.    14232    was    enacted   as   Public   Law   94-439 
on  September  30  to  override  the  President's  veto,       (90  Stat.  1418). 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
September  30,  1976 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  you  are  well  aware  of  all  the  stories  of  allegations 
concerning  your  Grand  Rapids  past  and  the  campaign  financing,  I  know,  and 
that  the  records  allegedly  have  been  subpoenaed  by  a  Special  Prosecutor.  So, 
this  must  be  very  disturbing,  and  I  suppose  you  want  it  cleared  up  before  the 
election. 

I  know  that  you  believe  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  covered  it  all.  But  can 
you  say  categorically  that  there  has  never  been  any  misuse  of  any  of  your 
campaign  funds  when  you  ran  for  Congress  ? 

The  President.  First,  let  me  say  very  emphatically  that  I  strongly  believe  in 
the  Special  Prosecutor  concept.  I  supported,  the  administration  supports  the 
continuation  of  a  Special  Prosecutor.  I  was  pleased  when  the  Senate  passed  a 
version  that  included  such  a  provision.  And  I  am  disappointed  that  the  House 
apparendy  is  not  going  to  do  it.  I  should  add  that  I  have  full  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  Mr.  Ruff  in  his  responsibilides  as  the  Special  Prosecutor. 

Number  two,  I  also  believe  in  the  full  integrity  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
and  I  am  certain  that  they  will  do  whatever  they  are  required  to  under  their 
responsibilities. 

Let  me  add  that  nobody  on  my  staff  has  any  authority  whatsoever  to  contact 
either  the  Special  Prosecutor  or  the  Department  of  Justice  to,  in  any  way,  hinder 
or  impede  whatever  investigations  are  going  on. 

What  I  know  about  the  Kent  County  situation  I  have  picked  up  in  reading 
the  newspapers  or  seeing  on  television  or  radio  what  has  been  reported. 

I,  therefore,  am  not  familiar  with  the  precise  charges,  whatever  they  may  be. 
But  I  can  say  with  complete  confidence  that  I  am  certain  that  when  the 
investigation  is  completed,  that  I  will  be  free  of  any  allegations  such  as  I've  read 
about. 

I  would  add  this  final  comment:  There  is  a  saying  that's  prevalent  in  the 
law  that  "justice  delayed  is  justice  denied."  And  I  am  certain  that  the  people 
responsible  for  any  investigation  will  live  up  to  the  high  standards  required 
in  the  canon  of  ethics  for  the  legal  profession,  which  does  require  that  in  any 
such  investigations  that  they  be  full,  complete,  and  concluded  as  readily  as 
possible. 
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Q.  Well,  you  don't  know  for  certain  whether  there  are  charges  or  whether 
you  are  the  target,  or  do  you 

The  President.  No. 

Q.  And  doesn't  your  curiosity — even  if  you  made  public  the  fact  that  you 
were  going  to  ask,  I  don't  think  that  that  would  be  undue  pressure,  would  it  ? 

The  President.  We  are  trying  to  be  so  circumspect,  so  that  we  are  not  under 
any  circumstances  accused  of  any  improprieties,  that  I  have  told  members  of 
my  staff  that  under  no  circumstances  should  they  make  contacts  with  either 
the  Special  Prosecutor  or  the  Department  of  Justice. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  don't  you  have  the  right  under  the  current  law  to  ask  if  you 
are  the  target  of  the  Special  Prosecutor's  investigation  ?  And  if  that's  the  case, 
why  don't  you  want  to  know  that,  at  least  ? 

The  President.  I  can't  tell  you  whether  under  the  law  I  can  or  can't.  But  even 
if  we  do  have  that  right,  I  think  an  inquiry  by  me  or  somebody  on  my  staff 
would  undoubtedly  be  misconstrued,  and  I  just  don't  want  any  such  allegation 
being  made  by  anybody. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  clear  up  a  matter  that  has  been  pending  for 
some  time  and  was  referred  to  in  this  investigation — or  at  least  it  was  referred 
to  in  a  newspaper  article  the  other  day — that  when  you  were  in  the  House  you 
used  to  go  down  here  to  the  Seamans  Institute,  I  think  22d  Street  or  somewhere, 
like  a  lot  of  other  House  Members  did  of  both  parties,  and  read  a  little  speech 
that  they  gave  you  to  read  at  noon  luncheons,  and  then  they  would  give  you  a 
nice  little  check,  maybe  they  would  give  you  an  extra  $1,000  or  $500  because  you 
were  majority — minority  leader  ?  I  am  sure  this  was  probably  done  by  a  lot  of 
other  Congressmen,  but  was  that  true  ? 

The  President.  Any  time  I  make  a  speech,  Sarah  [Sarah  McClendon,  Mc- 
Clendon  News  Service],  I  sohcit  from  members  of  my  staff — I  did  up  in 
the  House — and  I  asked  any  organization  that  I  was  speaking  to  to  give  me  ideas 
on  what  they  thought  would  be  appropriate  comments  in  speaking  to  that 
organization. 

In  the  case  of  the  meetings  that  you  speak  of,  it  was  before  the  joint  maritime 
labor  organization — that's  not  the  right  term— but  it's  a  combination  of  all  the 
labor  organizations  that  are  involved  in  the  maritime  industry. 

Yes,  I  asked  them  for  suggestions  as  to  what  they  thought  would  be  appro- 
priate for  discussion  before  their  group.  And  they,  along  with  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  that  had  jurisdiction  over  shipbuilding  or  any  aspects 
of  the  maritime  industry — I  also  got  recommendations  from  them.  And  this 
combination  of  ideas  for  a  speech,  people  on  my  staff  put  together  in  a  speech. 
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But  they  were  not  the  ones  who  wrote  the  speech  that  you  are  speaking  of.  They 
submitted  what  they  thought  would  be  appropriate,  and  we  took  their  ideas 
with  the  suggestions  from  the  staff  committees  on  the  House  and  Senate  side, 
the  executive  department  people,  the  labor  organizations,  from  the  maritime 
industry  overall,  and  that  combination  of  information  went  into  whatever 
speeches  I  made.  I  think  that's  a  very  appropriate  way  to  handle  it. 

Q.  Did  they  give  you  a  check  for  this,  sir  ? 

The  President.  Oh,  yes,  and  those  checks  were  fully  reported  on  my  income 
tax  returns.  They  were  reported  to  any  other  authority  that  required  it.  And  all 
of  that  matter  was  looked  into  by  the  House  and  Senate  committees  at  the  time 
of  my  Vice-Presidential  hearing. 

Q.  But  if  they  had  matters  pending  before  the  Congress,  did  you  think  that 
was  right  to  take  that  money  when  they  had  matters  pending  before  the 
Congress  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  was  deeply  interested  in  the  new  legislation  that  was 
before  the  House  and  the  Senate  to  expand  and  upgrade  our  maritime  industry. 
That  was  a  group  that  likewise  felt  that  way,  and  I  think  it  was  proper. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  golf  outings  or  social  occasions  or  other  vacations 
with  Rod  Markley  of  Ford  Motor  Company  or  U.S.  Steel,  did  you  discuss  Gov- 
ernment business  with  them  either  when  you  were  a  Member  of  the  House  or 
Vice  President  or  President  ? 

The  President.  Not  to  my  best  recollection. 

Q.  You  never  discussed  business  ? 

The  President.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  in  the  headlines  that  have  run  for  about  the 
last  10  days  and  the  fact  that  some  of  these  potential  allegations  have  not  been 
resolved,  that  there  has  been  any  damaging  effect  on  your  campaign,  or  would 
there  be  if  "justice  delayed"  means  that  there  is  no  resolution  of  this  before 
November  2? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  it's  vitally  important  that  any  aspects  of  either 
one  of  these  matters  be  fully  resolved  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  have  no  way  of 
knowing  what  the  impact  is  politically. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  issues  raised  is  whether  any  of  this  campaign 
money  was  actually  ever  diverted  to  your  personal  use.  Would  you  like  to  say 
flatly  whether  that  was  so  or  not  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  don't  know  whether  that's  an  allegation  that's  being 
investigated  by  the  Special  Prosecutor's  Office,  but  I  can  say  that  there  was  never 
money  given  to  me  by  the  Kent  County  Republican  Committee.  The  Kent 
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County  Republican  Committee  may  have  done  some  advertising  on  behalf  of  my 
candidacy  or  the  candidacy  of  other  Republican  candidates  running  for  public 
office.  That's  their  function. 

They,  just  for  example,  always  the  last  wttk  or  so,  v^ould  have  a  full-page 
ad  with  the  gubernatorial  candidate  and  the  senatorial  candidate,  the  congres- 
sional candidate,  plus  some  State  legislative  officers,  and  so  I  suppose  they 
spent  their  money  on  that,  which  is  a  perfectly  proper  function  of  the  Kent 
County  Republican  Finance  Committee  and  county  organization.  No  money 
ever  went  to  me  personally. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  does  the  timing  of  the  Special  Prosecutor's  investigation 
seem  strange  to  you,  or  do  you  question  the  motivation  ? 

The  President.  I  would  not  under  any  circumstances  question  the  motiva- 
tion or  the  timing. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  are  you  holding  this  press  conference  because  Jimmy 
Carter  has  accused  you  of  keeping  silent  on  these  matters  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  your  staff  says  they  are  having  some  trouble  getting  records 
of  all  these  various  golfing  trips  and  what-not.  Have  you  ever  asked  Mr.  Whyte  ^ 
if  he  has  records  ? 

The  President.  Well,  it's  my  understanding  that  Mr.  Whyte  issued  a  two- 
or  three-page  statement  a  week  or  10  days  ago  which  outlined  the  circumstances 
of  the  three  trips  up  to  Pine  Valley  and  the  two  down  to  Disneyland.  I  under- 
stand he  issued  that. 

Q.  I  mean  records  of  what  it  cost  and  who  paid  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  President.  Well,  I  have  no  access  to  their  records,  so  they  will  have  to 
answer  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  that  it's  vitally  important  that  the  matter 
be  resolved  as  soon  as  possible.  Is  it  your  wish  that  it  be  resolved  before  the  elec- 
tion? It  is  vitally  important  so  the  voters  can  see  the  full  story,  or  the  true 
story. 

The  President.  Well,  it's  more  important  to  me  personally  that  it  be  cleared 
up  because  I  am  very  proud  of  my  record  of  personal  integrity.  And  I  think 
that's  more  important  than  any  impact  it  might  have  on  the  election. 

Q.  Mr,  President,  may  I  just  ask  you  this  question:  Those  marine  unions, 
the  Seafarers  and  the  Marine  Engineers,  supported  you  down  through  the  years. 
Then  you  vetoed  a  bill  that  they  wanted— I  forget  the  name  of  it,  but  I  am 
sure  you  recall  it.  After  that  they  shifted  over  to  Jimmy  Carter.  Do  you  have 

^  William  G.  Whyte,  vice  president  of  public  affairs  of  U.S.  Steel  Corporation, 
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any  feeling  that  maybe  somebody  in  the  Carter  camp  may  have  made  some 
allegation  to  the  Special  Prosecutor  and  that's  what  triggered  this,  or  is  there 
a  political  motivation  in  there  somewhere? 

The  President.  Bob  [Bob  Schieflfer,  CBS  News],  I  wouldn't  make  any  al- 
legations of  that  kind.  I  don't  think — since  I  don't  know — I  don't  think  I  ought 
to  make  any  comment. 

Q.  Well  obviously,  though,  the  Special  Prosecutor  wouldn't  open  an  investi- 
gation^  I  would  think,  on  just  the  basis  of  rumors.  Somebody  had  to  make  an 
allegation  there. 

The  President.  What  impresses  me  the  most  is  a  statement  by  the  former 
Special  Prosecutor,  Leon  Jaworski,  who  has  said,  as  I  understand  it,  publicly, 
that  before  he  left  the  office  of  Special  Prosecutor  he  looked  into  such  matters, 
and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  reason  for  action. 

Now,  that  in  no  way  challenges  the  right  or  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Ruflf.  But 
where  any  such  charges  came  from,  I  would  have  no  idea. 

Q.  Let  me  just  make  one  foUowup.  If  I  understand  it,  Mr.  Jaworski  said 
that  he  had  investigated  the  Seafarers  Union,  and  I  think  that  was  in  relation 
to  a  $100,000  contribution  they  made  to  Richard  Nixon.  As  far  as  I  know,  he's 
never  said  that  he  looked  into  MEBA  [Marine  Engineers  Beneficial  Associa- 
tion]— the  Marine  Engineers.  Do  you  know  in  fact  whether  or  not  he  did? 

The  President.  No,  I  can't  be  that  precise. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  said  that  you  instructed  that  your  staff  shouldn't  make 
any  contacts  to  the  Attorney  General  or  to  the  prosecutor.  Have  there  been  any 
contacts  made  by  any  of  these  agencies  to  you,  so  that  you  have  any  information 
at  all  either  that  this  is  going  to  be  resolved  quickly  or  any  information  at  all  ? 

The  President.  I  have  no  information  whatsoever. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  information  from  people  back  in  your 
old  home  district,  the  fifth  district,  that  may  have  contacted  you,  presumably 
old  friends  of  yours  ? 

The  President.  I  read  the  Grand  Rapids  Press,  which  is  a  good  newspaper, 
and  I  read  stories  concerning  this  and  quotations  from  people  who  were  former 
county  chairmen  or  presently  county  chairmen,  so  I  know  what  they've  said. 
But  they  haven't  talked  extensively  about  the  investigation,  I  guess  they  felt 
that  they  had  testified  or  made  their  comments  to  whoever  was  investigating  it, 
and  they  didn't  really  say  very  much. 

Q.  But  you  haven't  talked  to  any  of  them  personally  ? 

The  President.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  a  number  of  Pentagon  military  officers  have  received 


2369 


[831]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  September  30 

disciplinary  reprimands  for  accepting  freebies — free  weekends,  hunting  expedi- 
tions. If  you  think  there  is  nothing  improper  about  a  Congressman  accepting 
free  golfing  weekends,  what  distinction  is  there  ? 

The  President.  Well,  the  House  passed  a  resolution  sometime  in  1968,  as  I 
understand  it,  which  says  nothing  of  significance  or  substance  should  be  received. 
I  do  not  feel  that  there  was  any  impropriety  on  my  part  or  any  violation  of  that 
regulation. 

I  am  an  avid  golfer.  Most  of  you  know  it.  I  enjoy  the  company  of  people  while 
I  am  playing  golf.  Every  person  that's  been  involved  in  these  allegations  I  have 
reciprocated  with  as  far  as  they  coming  either  to  my  golf  club  or  coming  to 
our  home. 

There  has  been,  I  would  say,  substantial  reciprocity.  And  whatever  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  getting  together,  has  been  in  a  proper  way  and  in  no  way 
a  violation,  in  my  judgment,  of  any  rule  or  ethical  standard.  These  are  close 
personal  friends  and  have  been  for  many  years.  And  I  have  never  accepted — or 
I  don't  believe  they  have  tendered — any  such  things  on  the  basis  of  seeking  any 
special  privilege  or  anything  that  was  improper. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  June  15,  before  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  you 
condemned  very  strongly  what  you  call  "situation  ethics,"  and  I  was  wondering 
why  this  golfing  vacation  wasn't  really  "situation  ethics."  When  at  that  time, 
you  said  the  American  people,  particularly  our  young  people,  cannot  be  expected 
to  take  pride  or  even  to  participate  in  a  system  of  government  that  is  defiled  and 
dishonored,  whether  in  the  White  House  or  the  halls  of  Congress. 

My  question  is,  do  you  feel  that  in  view  of  what  the  White  House  has 
admitted,  you  have  lived  up  to  your  own  standards  here  ? 

The  President.  I  have  said  that  I  don't  consider  these  infrequent  weekends  a 
violation  of  either  the  rules  of  the  House  or  any  ethical  standards.  I  explained 
that  these  were  longstanding  personal  relationships,  where  there  has  been  virtual 
reciprocity,  and  I  wouldn't  have  accepted  if  there  had  been  any  thought  in  my 
mind  that  it  was  improper  or  the  violation  of  any  code  of  ethics. 

Q.  Isn't  that  "situation  ethics"  though  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  to  follow  up  on  Fran  Lewine's  [Frances  L.  Lewine,  Asso- 
ciated Press]  question  earlier,  she  asked  you  if  any  of  the  funds  had  been 
diverted  for  personal  use,  and  your  answer,  sir,  was  that  you  had  never  received 
any  funds  from  Kent  County.  Are  we  to  understand  that  as  a  "no,"  that  you  have 
never  used  any  of  these  funds  for  personal  use  ? 

The  President.  From  the  Kent  County  Republican  Committee? 
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Q,  From  any  campaign  fund  ? 

The  President,  I  will  say  any  campaign  funds  for  personal  use. 

Q,  Do  you  find  these  stories  personally  painful,  someone  questioning  your 
integrity  ? 

The  President.  Well,  it  naturally  has  some  impact  when  I  know  that  all  of 
these  things  have  been  investigated  by  some  400  FBI  agents  and  5  to  6  Internal 
Revenue  agents,  with  my  income  taxes  going  back  to  8  or  9  years,  when  I  know 
that  I  have  been  given  a  clean  bill  of  health  not  only  by  the  FBI  but  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service,  by  the  Senate  and  House  committees,  and  an  overwhelming 
vote  in  the  House  and  Senate. 

When  I  look  at  the  investigation  that  was  made  of  my  personal  life,  the 
financial  circumstances,  probably  more  than  anybody  else  in  the  history  of 
this  country,  I  know  that  there  is  no  problem.  So  I  guess  to  some  extent  one  is 
bothered  a  bit.  But  as  long  as  my  conscience  is  clear  I  have  no  real  problem. 

Q.  Sir,  you  brought  up  the  matter  of  the  income  tax.  It's  proper,  isn't  it, 
if  in  case  a  person  receives  a  gift,  say  of  an  airplane  ticket  or  something  of  that 
sort,  it  has  to  be  listed  on  their  income  tax  as  a  gift  ?  Or  does  reciprocity  cover 
that  when  you  buy  a  ticket  later  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  details  of  that,  but  the  IRS  went 
into  all  of  these  matters.  They  closed  out  my  income  tax  returns  for  back  8  or  9 
years.  They  had  people  go  into  these  with  minute  detail  so  I 

Q.  Well,  what  I  am  asking  is,  actually  I  am  asking  for  your  legal  advice. 

The  President.  Well,  I  am  not  here  to  give  you  any  legal  advice. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  is  this  longstanding  personal  relationship,  personal  and 
friendship  though  it  may  be — is  nevertheless  valuable  to  United  States  Steel  and 
to  the  Ford  Motor  Company,  much  as  the  employers  of  other  people  who  are 
friends  of  yours — ^for  example,  John  Byrnes,^  who  represents  a  great  many 
interests  in  this  town  on  tax  reform,  and — perhaps  coincidentally,  perhaps  you 
believe  this — your  position  is  about  like  his  on  tax  reform  ? 

I  asked  you  earlier  whether  you  had  discussed  business  with  them  during  these 
social  outings.  Rod  Markley  said  you  and  he  discussed  the  Clean  Air  Act.  I 
wonder,  do  you  not  see  that  it  is  to  their  benefit  for  you  to  have  this  personal 
relationship? 

The  President.  Let  me  modify  what  I  said  a  moment  ago.  In  a  casual  way, 
of  course  we  might  informally  talk  about  certain  matters,  but  I  happen  to  feel 
that  they  were  not  asking  me  and  I  was  not  asking  them.  The  times  I've  played 
with  Rod  have  been  at  Burning  Tree,  where  we  are  both  members  and  both  pay 

^U.S.  Representative  from  Wisconsin  1945-73. 
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our  own  way.  John  Byrnes,  I  played  golf  with  him  because  he  is  a  friend  of  28- 
plus  years.  I  don't  see  anything  improper  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  you  can  separate 

The  President.  Absolutely. 

Q.  their  business  as  lobbyists  and  their  representation  of  their  corporations 

from  your  personal  friendship  ? 

The  President.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  some  of  their  comments  could  be  helpful 
in  what  the  status  is. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  yet  that  seems  to  be  the  issue  that  Carter  is  raising,  though. 
He  seems  to  be  raising  the  old  buddy  system  issue  and  saying,  in  fact,  that  you 
can't.  Now  what  can  you  say  to  counter  that  ?  How  can  you  ? 

The  President.  Maybe  he  can't,  but  I  can. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  you,  you  now  are  aware  that  some  of  these  ex- 
penses were  actually  paid  by  the  companies  and  not  by  your  friends.  But  you 
were  paying,  when  you  had  them  to  your  home,  you  were  paying  yourself,  the 
taxpayers  were  not  taking  care  of  this.  So  these  companies  in  effect  were  financ- 
ing some  of  this.  What  is  your  thinking  about  why  they  wanted  to  do  this,  why 
they  were  willing  to  entertain  you  on  these  weekends  ? 

The  President.  I  think  you  would  have  to  ask  the  people  who  offered  the 
invitation.  These  are  personal  friends,  and  I  don't  ask  in  advance  why  you  want 
to  pay  my  green  fees.  I  think  that's  a  matter  for  them  on  the  basis  of  their  own 
integrity. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  have  been  through  one  debate.  Have  you  got  any 
thoughts  on  the  second  one  as  to  a  change  in  format,  or  anything  you  would  like 
to  do  differently  ? 

The  President.  We  are  very  satisfied  with  the  format  that  was  used  in  the 
first  debate.  I  thought  it  went  very  well. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  look  more  worried  than  I've  seen  you  in  a  long  time. 

The  President.  Worried  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir.  You  haven't  smiled  very  much  in  this  news  conference.  You  really 
look  troubled,  and  I  have  known  you  for  10  years.  Does  this  bother  you  ?  Is  it 
something  that's  going  to  hurt  you  badly  in  the  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  answered  a  moment  ago  I  am  more  concerned  about  my 
personal  reputation.  But  I  am  not  unhappy.  I  just  am  worried  about  getting  over 
to  the  signing  ceremony  for  one  of  these  bill  signings. 

note:  President  Ford's  thirty-seventh  news  conference  began  at  11:50  a.m.  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the 
White  House. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  Two  Veterans  Benefits  Bills, 
September  30,  1976 

Distinguished  Members  of  the  Congress,  representatives  of  the  various  veterans 
organizations,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  really  enjoy  the  opportunity  to  have  you  down  here  for  this  very  auspicious 
occasion.  When  I  finish  my  remarks,  I  w^ill  sign  the  tv^o  bills  that  are  before  me. 
And  I  am  very  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to  sign  both  bills,  w^hich  w^ill 
protect  pensions  and  increase  disability  payments  for  some  5  million  veterans 
and  their  survivors. 

The  bills  w^ill  ensure  that  benefits  vi^hich  these  veterans  have  earned  for  them- 
selves and  their  families  w^ill  keep  pace  with  the  cost  of  living.  These  bills  rep- 
resent another  step  in  our  continuing  effort  to  fulfill  the  words  spoken  more 
than  a  century  ago,  and  I  quote:  "To  care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the 
battle  and  for  his  widow  and  for  his  orphan." 

In  December  1975,  I  signed  a  bill  providing  a  temporary  cost-of-living  in- 
crease in  veterans'  pensions  for  the  first  9  months  of  this  year.  One  of  the  bills 
I  am  signing  today  will  make  this  increase  permanent.  It  will  protect  more 
than  2y^  million  veterans  and  their  families  from  having  their  pension  payments 
reduced  next  week.  In  addition,  it  will  provide  a  7-percent  cost-of-living  in- 
crease in  pension  benefits  for  the  first  of  next  year. 

The  second  bill  that  will  be  signed  will  raise  by  8  percent  disability  payments 
for  more  than  2  million  service-disabled  veterans.  It  will  also  increase  some 
other  special  benefit  payments. 

As  Commander  in  Chief  and  as  a  citizen,  I  salute  our  veterans  organizations, 
which  played  such  an  important  role  in  developing  this  legislation.  They  are 
doing  a  first-rate  job  of  representing  the  legitimate  interests  of  veterans  and 
their  families. 

Our  Veterans  Administration  is  also  playing  its  part  in  making  life  better 
for  our  veterans  in  this  country.  Under  the  leadership  of  my  good  friend  Dick 
Roudebush,  it  has  made  tremendous  strides  forward.  We  are  going  to  make 
sure  that  this  progress  continues.  For  medical  needs  in  particular,  my  budgets 
for  fiscal  years  1976  and  1977  have  provided  more  funding,  more  personnel, 
and  better  facilities  to  give  eligible  veterans  the  highest  quality,  fastest  service 
possible. 
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I  have  requested  funds  to  construct  two  new  VA  hospitals  and  the  funds  to 
design  six  more,  which  will  be  built  as  readily  as  possible. 

The  administration  is  committed  to  doing  right  by  the  American  veterans. 
They  served  their  country  well  in  time  of  war.  It  is  only  right  we  serve  them 
well  in  times  of  peace. 

The  administration  is  also  committed  to  continuing  the  fight  against  infla- 
tion. The  threat  it  poses  to  Americans  living  on  fixed  pensions  and  benefits, 
such  as  veterans  and  the  elderly,  cannot  be  tolerated.  While  adjusting  social 
security  and  veterans  benefits  for  the  cost  of  living,  we  will  continue  to  do 
everything  we  can  to  remove  the  underlying  causes  of  inflation.  In  the  long  run, 
that  is  the  only  way  to  ensure  the  economic  security  of  all  Americans. 

Now  it  is  my  pleasure  to  sign  H.R.  14298  and  to  commend  the  Members  of 
Congress,  particularly  the  two  veterans  committees,  and  all  Members,  for  en- 
acting this  legislation  which,  as  I  said,  is  a  way  of  our  expressing  to  all  of  them, 
the  veterans  of  America,  the  great  respect  and  admiration  that  we  have  for  all 
of  them. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:21  p.m.  at  a  cere-  Public  Law  94-432  (90  Stat.  1369)  and  94-433  (90 
mony  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  Stat.  1374),  respectively. 

As  enacted,  the  bills  (H.R.  14298  and  14299)  are 
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Statement  on  Signing  Two  Veterans  Benefits  Bills. 
September  30,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  sign  into  law  H.R.  14298  and  H.R.  14299,  bills  which  will  pro- 
vide cost-of-living  increases  in  pension  and  compensation  payments  for  approx- 
imately 5  million  veterans  and  their  survivors.  These  increases  will  become  effec- 
tive this  Friday,  October  1, 1976. 

Last  December  1975,  I  signed  a  bill  that  provided  a  temporary  cost-of-living 
increase  in  veterans  pensions  for  the  first  9  months  of  this  year.  One  of  the  bills 
I  am  signing  today,  H.R.  14298,  would  make  that  increase  permanent  and  thus 
prevent  more  than  2^4  million  veterans  and  their  families  from  having  their 
pension  payments  reduced  next  week.  This  bill,  in  addition,  will  provide  a  7- 
percent  cost-of-living  increase  in  pension  benefits  beginning  January  1,  1977. 

The  second  bill  I  am  signing,  H.R.  14299,  will  raise  compensation  benefits  for 
service-disabled  veterans  and  their  survivors  by  8  percent  on  October  1,  1976, 
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and  will  increase  a  number  of  other  special  benefit  payments  based  on  service- 
connected  disability. 

Federal  benefit  payments  to  veterans  and  their  survivors  have  been  regularly 
adjusted  over  the  years  to  reflect  changing  economic  conditions.  The  enactment 
of  these  bills  into  law^  provides  continuing  recognition  of  our  commitment  to  as- 
sure that  the  benefits  to  v^hich  veterans  and  their  families  are  entided  keep  pace 
with  the  cost  of  living. 

Our  Nation's  veterans  served  well  when  their  country  called,  and  we  have  a 
duty  in  return  to  provide  adequately  for  their  disability  and  retirement  needs. 
I  believe  these  bills  are  positive  steps  toward  meeting  those  needs  of  the  men 
and  women  who  have  served  in  our  Armed  Forces. 

I  am  pleased  to  sign  both  bills  into  law. 

834 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Military  Construction 
Authorization  Bill.     September  30,  1976 

I  AM  today  signing  H.R.  14846,  the  MiUtary  Construction  Authorization  Act 
for  fiscal  year  1977.  H.R.  14846  provides  a  comprehensive  construction  program 
for  fiscal  year  1977  keyed  to  recognize  miUtary  requirements. 

Three  months  ago,  I  vetoed  its  predecessor,  H.R.  12384,  because  it  contained 
highly  objectionable  provisions  that  would  have  delayed  for  at  least  a  year  al- 
most any  action  to  close  or  realign  a  major  military  installation.  Such  unneces- 
sary delay  would  have  wasted  defense  dollars  which  are  needed  to  strengthen 
our  military  capabilities  and  would  also  have  substantially  limited  my  powers  as 
Commander  in  Chief  over  our  military  installations.  This  was  obviously  un- 
acceptable and  Congress  sustained  my  veto. 

The  bill  which  I  am  signing  today  represents  a  substantial  compromise  on 
behalf  of  the  Congress  and  refreshes  my  faith  in  the  system  of  checks  and  bal- 
ances established  by  our  Constitution.  The  requirement  of  a  year's  delay,  which 
I  vetoed,  has  been  replaced  in  H.R.  14846  by  a  60-day  waiting  period.  While  I  be- 
lieve that  current  procedures  provide  adequate  time  for  the  Congress  and  other 
interested  parties  to  review  base  realignment  actions,  the  60-day  waiting  period 
represents  a  compromise  which  I  accept. 

Since  the  60-day  delay  is  imposed  after  the  completion  of  required  studies  and 
the  announcement  of  the  official  realignment  decision,  further  delay  would 
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waste  essential  defense  resources.  Thus,  I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  De- 
fense to  implement  reaHgnment  plans  at  the  conclusion  of  this  60-day  period. 

Finally,  my  concern  for  the  economic  difficulties  faced  by  individuals  and 
communities  affected  by  defense  realignments  is  well  known.  On  July  12  of  this 
year,  I  directed  the  heads  of  20  Federal  departments  and  agencies  to  strengthen 
their  efforts  to  deal  with  all  aspects  of  the  problem.  It  should  be  noted  that  con- 
cerned departments  and  agencies  have  worked  effectively  with  136  communi- 
ties in  40  States  over  the  past  6  years,  and  have  achieved  notable  results. 

I  am  equally  committed,  however,  to  the  principle  that  our  economic  adjust- 
ment efforts  in  communities  affected  by  realignments  must  remain  separate  from 
national  defense  decisions  to  realign  miHtary  installations.  This  legislation  does 
not  make  base  reaHgnment  decisions  contingent  upon  the  economic  impact  such 
decisions  may  have  upon  communities  where  affected  bases  are  located.  In 
this  regard,  the  Senate  Committee  report  on  this  bill  states: 

".  .  .  the  decision  to  close  or  reduce  a  military  installation  must  be  based  on 
military  necessity  with  due  regard  for  environmental  impact.  Military  bases 
cannot  be  maintained  to  support  other  than  national  defense  requirements." 

In  summary,  H.R.  14846  provides  a  satisfactory  and  much  needed  military 
construction  program  for  fiscal  year  1977.  I  am  confident  that  the  bill  will  en- 
able us  to  meet  our  essential  military  requirements  in  a  responsible  and  cost- 
effective  manner. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  14846,  approved  September  30,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-431  (90  Stat.  1349). 
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Statement  on  Congressional  Action  Extending  the  General 
Revenue  Sharing  Program.     September  30 ,  1976 

I  AM  most  pleased  that  Congress  has  today  passed  the  extension  of  the  general 
revenue  sharing  program. 

General  revenue  sharing  has  proven  to  be  a  triumph  of  the  conviction  that 
State,  county,  city,  and  local  government  can  be  far  more  responsive  and  flexible 
in  serving  citizens  than  distant  bureaucracies  and  special  interest  programs. 

Revenue  sharing  has  only  one  special  interest:  the  return  of  tax  dollars  to 
local  authorities  so  they  can  best  determine  how  to  solve  community  problems 
v^ith  community  solutions. 

Without  the  passage  of  this  program,  county  executives  would  have  been 
faced  with  cutting  essential  services  or  raising  property  taxes ;  States,  which  use 
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the  majority  of  their  funds  for  education^  would  have  been  confronted  with  the 
possibiUty  of  severe  ripductions  in  school  aid;  and  cities  would  have  had  their 
already  tight  fiscal  condition  further  burdened. 

I  proposed  the  extension  of  general  revenue  sharing  on  April  25,  1975,  and 
have  worked  closely  and  continuously  since  then  with  State  and  local  officials 
to  secure  passaged  of  this  legislation.  While  the  bill  passed  by  Congress  today  is 
not  all  that  I  and  the  mayors,  county  executives,  and  Governors  had  hoped  for, 
it  does  assure  continued  growth  of  this  vital  program. 

Today's  action  is  a  most  significant  accomplishment,  and  all  who  participated 
in  bringing  about  this  victory  are  to  be  congratulated. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  13367),  approved  October  13,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-488  (90  Stat.  2341). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Hart-Scott-Rodino  Antitrust 
Improvements  Act  of  1976.     September  30,  1976 

AFTER  CAREFUL  reflection,  I  am  signing  into  law  today  H.R.  8532,  the 
Hart-Scott-Rodino  Antitrust  Iraprovements  Act  of  1976.  This  bill  contains  three 
titles,  two  of  which  my  administration  has  supported  and  one — the  "parens 
patriae"  title — ^which  I  believe  is  of  dubious  merit. 

Competition  and  antitrust  policies 

I  am  proud  of  my  administration's  record  of  commitment  to  antitrust  enforce- 
ment. Antitrust  laws  provide  an  important  means  to  achieving  fair  competition. 
Our  Nation  has  become  the  economic  ideal  of  the  free  world  because  of  the 
vigorous  competition  permitted  by  the  free  enterprise  system.  Competition 
rewards  the  efficient  and  innovative  business  and  penalizes  the  inefficient. 

Consumers  benefit  in  a  freely  competitive  market  by  having  the  opportunity 
to  choose  from  a  wide  range  of  products.  Through  their  decisions  in  the  market- 
place, consumers  indicate  their  preferences  to  businessmen,  who  translate  those 
preferences  into  the  best  products  at  the  lowest  prices. 

The  Federal  Government  must  play  two  important  roles  in  protecting  and 
advancing  the  cause  of  free  competition. 

First,  the  policy  of  my  administration  has  been  to  vigorously  enforce  our 
antitrust  laws  through  the  Antitrust  Divison  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  During  an  inflationary  period,  this  has  been 
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particularly  important  in  deterring  price-fixing  agreements  that  would  result 
in  higher  costs  to  consumers. 

Second,  my  administration  has  been  the  first  one  in  40  years  to  recognize 
an  additional  way  the  Federal  Government  vitally  affects  the  environment  for 
business  competition.  Not  only  must  the  Federal  Government  seek  to  restrain 
private  anticompetitive  conduct  but  our  Government  must  also  see  to  it  that  its 
own  actions  do  not  impede  free  and  open  competition.  All  too  often  in  the  past, 
the  Government  has  itself  been  a  major  source  of  unnecessary  restraints  on 
competition. 

I  believe  that  far  too  many  important  managerial  decisions  are  made  today 
not  by  the  marketplace  responding  to  the  forces  of  supply  and  demand,  but  by 
the  bureaucrat.  Government  regulation  is  not  an  effective  substitute  for  vigorous 
competition  in  the  American  marketplace. 

In  some  instances,  government  regulation  may  well  protect  and  advance  the 
public  interest.  But  many  existing  regulatory  controls  were  improsed  during 
uniquely  transitory  economic  conditions.  We  must  repeal  or  modify  those  con- 
trols that  suppress  rather  than  support  fair  and  healthy  competition. 

During  my  administration,  important  progress  has  been  made  both  in 
strengthening  antitrust  enforcement  and  in  reforming  Government  economic 
regulation. 

In  the  last  2  years,  we  have  strengthened  the  Federal  antitrust  enforcement 
agencies.  The  resources  for  the  Antitrust  Division  and  the  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission's Bureau  of  Competition  have  been  increased  by  over  50  percent  since 
fiscal  year  1975.  For  the  Antitrust  Division,  this  has  been  the  first  real  manpower 
increase  since  1950. 1  am  committed  to  providing  these  agencies  with  the  neces- 
sary resources  to  do  their  important  job. 

This  intensified  effort  is  producing  results.  The  Antitrust  Division's  crack- 
down on  price-fixing  resulted  in  indictment  of  183  individuals  during  this  period, 
a  figure  equaled  only  once  in  the  86  years  since  enactment  of  the  Sherman  Act. 
The  fact  that  the  Division  presently  has  pending  more  grand  jury  investigations 
than  at  any  other  time  in  history  shows  these  efforts  are  being  maintained. 

To  preserve  competition  the  Antitrust  Division  is  devoting  substantial  re- 
sources to  investigating  anticompetitive  mergers  and  acquisitions.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Division  is  litigating  large  and  complex  cases  in  two  of  our  most 
important  industries — data  processing  and  telecommunications. 

The  cause  of  vigorous  antitrust  enforcement  was  aided  substantially  when  I 
signed  the  Antitrust  Procedures  and  Penalties  Act  of  1974,  making  violation  of 
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of  the  Sherman  Act  a  felony  punishable  by  imprisonment  of  up  to  3  years  for 
individuals,  and  by  a  corporate  fine  of  up  to  $1  million. 

Also,  in  December  1975,  I  signed  legislation  repealing  fair  trade  enabUng 
legislation.  This  action  alone,  according  to  various  estimates,  will  save  con- 
sumers $2  billion  annually. 

On  the  second  front  of  reducing  regulatory  actions  that  inhibit  competition, 
I  have  signed  the  Securities  Act  Amendments  of  1975  and  the  Railroad  Revitali- 
zation  and  Regulatory  Reform  Act,  v^hich  w^ill  inject  strong  doses  of  competi- 
tion into  industries  that  long  rested  comfortably  in  the  shade  of  Federal  economic 
regulation. 

My  administration  has  also  sponsored  important  legislative  initiatives  to 
reduce  the  regulation  of  other  modes  of  transportation  and  of  financial  institu- 
tions. An  important  element  of  my  regulatory  reform  proposals  has  been  to  nar- 
rov^  antitrust  immunities  w^hich  are  not  truly  justified.  Although  Congress  has 
not  yet  acted  on  these  proposals,  I  am  hopeful  that  it  will  act  soon.  All  industries 
and  groups  should  be  subject  to  the  interplay  of  competitive  forces  to  the 
maximum  extent  feasible. 

A  measure  of  my  commitment  to  competition  is  the  Agenda  for  Govern- 
ment Reform  Act  which  I  proposed  in  May  of  this  year.  This  proposal  would 
require  a  comprehensive,  disciplined  look  at  ways  of  restoring  competition  in 
the  economy.  It  would  involve  indepth  consideration  of  the  full  range  of  Federal 
regulatory  activities  in  a  reasonable — but  rapid — manner  that  would  allow  for 
an  orderly  transition  to  a  more  competitive  environment. 

This  competition  policy  of  regulatory  reform  and  vigorous  antitrust  enforce- 
ment will  protect  both  businessmen  and  consumers  and  result  in  an  American 
economy  which  is  stronger,  more  efficient,  and  more  innovative. 

Hart'Scott'Rodino  Antitrust  Improvements  Act  of  1976 

I  believe  the  record  of  this  administration  stands  as  a  measure  of  its  commit- 
ment to  competition.  While  I  continue  to  have  serious  reservations  about  the 
"parens  patriae"  title  of  this  bill,  on  balance,  the  action  I  am  taking  today  should 
further  strengthen  competition  and  antitrust  enforcement. 

This  bill  contains  three  titles.  The  first  tide  will  significantly  expand  the  civil 
investigatory  powers  of  the  Antitrust  Division.  This  will  enable  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  not  only  to  bring  additional  antitrust  cases  that  would  otherwise 
have  escaped  prosecution  but  it  will  also  better  assure  that  unmeritorious  suits 
will  not  be  filed.  These  amendments  to  the  Andtrust  Civil  Process  Act  were 
proposed  by  my  administration  2  years  ago,  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Congress  has  finally  passed  them. 
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The  second  title  of  this  bill  will  require  parties  to  large  mergers  to  give  the 
Antitrust  Division  and  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  advance  notice  of  the 
proposed  mergers.  This  w^ill  allows  these  agencies  to  conduct  careful  investiga- 
tions prior  to  consummation  of  mergers  and,  if  necessary,  bring  suit  before  often 
irreversible  steps  have  been  taken  tow^ard  consolidation  of  operations.  Again,  this 
proposal  v^as  supported  by  my  administration,  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  it 
enacted  into  law^. 

I  believe  these  mo  tides  w^ill  contribute  substantially  to  the  competitive  health 
of  our  free  enterprise  system. 

This  legislation  also  includes  a  third  tide  which  would  permit  State  attorneys 
general  to  bring  antitrust  suits  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  their  States  to  recover 
treble  damages.  I  have  previously  expressed  serious  reservations  regarding  this 
"parens  patriae"  approach  to  antitrust  enforcement. 

As  I  have  said  before,  the  States  have  authority  to  amend  their  own  antitrust 
laws  to  authorize  such  suits  in  State  courts.  If  a  State  legislature,  representing 
the  citizens  of  the  State,  believes  that  such  a  concept  is  sound  policy,  it  ought 
to  allow  it.  I  questioned  whether  the  Congress  should  bypass  the  State  legisla- 
tures in  this  instance.  To  meet  in  part  my  objection.  Congress  wisely  incorpo- 
rated a  proviso  which  permits  a  State  to  prevent  the  applicability  of  this  title. 

In  price-fixing  cases,  this  title  provides  that  damages  can  be  proved  in  the 
aggregate  by  using  statistical  sampling  or  other  measures  without  the  necessity 
of  proving  the  individual  claim  of,  or  the  amount  of  damage  to,  each  person 
on  whose  behalf  the  case  was  brought.  During  the  hearings  on  this  bill,  a  variety 
of  questions  were  raised  as  to  the  soundness  of  this  novel  and  untested  concept. 
Many  of  the  concerns  continue  to  trouble  me. 

I  have  also  questioned  the  provision  that  would  allow  States  to  retain  private 
attorneys  on  a  contingent-fee  basis.  While  Congress  adopted  some  limitations 
which  restrict  the  scope  of  this  provision,  the  potential  for  abuse  and  harass- 
ment inherent  in  this  provision  still  exists. 

In  partial  response  to  my  concerns.  Congress  has  narrowed  this  title  in  order 
to  limit  the  possibility  of  significant  abuses.  In  its  present  form,  this  title  if 
responsibly  enforced,  can  contribute  to  deterring  price-fixing  violations,  thereby 
protecting  consumers.  I  will  carefully  review  the  implementation  of  the  powers 
provided  by  this  title  to  assure  that  they  are  not  abused. 

Individual  initiative  and  market  competition  must  remain  the  keystones  to 
our  American  economy.  I  am  today  signing  this  antitrust  legislation  with  the 
expectation  that  it  will  contribute  to  our  competitive  economy. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  8532,  approved  September  30,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-435  (90  Stat.  1383). 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  on  Basic  Allowances  for  Quarters  for  Members  of  the 
Uniformed  Services.     October  1,  1976 

[Dated  September  30,  1976.    Released  October  1,  1976] 

IN  ACCORD  with  37  U.S.C.  1009(c),  I  am  hereby  advising  the  Congress 
that  I  plan  to  exercise  the  discretionary  authority  provided  by  37  U.S.C.  1009(c), 
as  added  by  section  303  of  the  Department  of  Defense  Appropriation  Au- 
thorization Act,  1977  (Public  Law  94-361),  with  respect  to  adjustments  in  the 
levels  of  compensation  for  the  members  of  the  uniformed  services. 

The  amendments  to  37  U.S.C.  1009  made  by  that  act  provide  discretionary 
authority  to  apply  the  adjustments  (based  on  the  overall  average  percentage 
increase  in  General  Schedule  rates  of  basic  pay,  in  accord  with  37  U.S.C.  1009 
(a))  to  the  basic  pay,  quarters  allowances  and  subsistence  allowances  of  the 
uniformed  services  on  a  percentage  basis  other  than  an  equal  percentage  basis. 
Those  amendments  also  provide  discretionary  authority  to  pay  a  partial  quarters 
allowance  to  bachelors  in  government  quarters,  on  field  duty  and  on  sea  duty. 

The  current  levels  of  the  military  allowances  for  quarters  and  for  subsistence 
bear  little  relationship  to  the  costs  of  the  services  they  are  intended  to  procure. 
Further,  the  present  system  in  which  entitlement  to  these  allowances  is  com- 
pletely eliminated  when  these  services  are  provided  in  kind  fails  to  recognize 
the  value  of  military  housing,  of  food  provided  in  military  messes,  or  of  shelter 
provided  to  those  at  sea  and  in  the  field.  The  Congress  has,  for  the  present, 
reserved  its  acceptance  of  my  budget  proposal  to  initiate  a  "fair  market"  rental 
concept  for  military  housing.  This  concept  was  the  basis  for  my  request  for 
discretionary  authority  to  allocate  a  portion  of  military  basic  pay  increases  to 
the  allowances,  and  to  pay  to  bachelors  in  government  quarters,  or  on  sea  duty 
or  field  duty,  a  portion  of  the  quarters  allowance. 

Considering  these  aspects  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  current  level  of  these  al- 
lowances, and  consistent  with  the  FY  1977  budget,  it  is  my  considered  judg- 
ment that  a  reallocation  of  the  October  1, 1976  military  basic  pay  increase  is  ap- 
propriate. Accordingly,  I  plan  to  reallocate  25  percent  of  that  increase,  by  grade, 
all  to  the  basic  allowance  for  quarters,  and  to  pay  a  partial  payment  of  the 
quarters  allowance,  equal  to  this  reallocation,  to  bachelors  in  government 
quarters,  and  to  those  on  sea  duty  or  on  field  duty.  This  action  takes  a  positive 

2381 


[837]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  1 

step  toward  improving  the  current  relationship  of  the  quarters  allowance  to  the 
costs  of  off-post  housing  and  government  quarters  on  post. 

Specifically,  the  amount  allocated  to  the  element  of  monthly  basic  pay  for 
each  grade  shall  be  75  percent  of  the  amount  that  would  have  been  allocated  to 
that  element  under  37  U.S.C.  1009(b)  (3) ;  the  elements  of  monthly  basic  allow- 
ance for  subsistence  and  monthly  basic  allowance  for  quarters  for  each  grade 
shall  be  increased  by  an  amount  which  is  of  the  same  percentage  as  the  overall 
average  percentage  increase  in  the  General  Schedule  rates,  except  that  the  ele- 
ment of  monthly  basic  allowance  for  quarters  shall  be  increased  by  an  additional 
amount  by  grade  equal  to  25  percent  of  the  amount  that  would  have  been  allo- 
cated to  the  element  of  monthly  basic  pay  under  37  U.S.C.  1009(b)  (3).  Members 
without  dependents,  who,  under  37  U.S.C.  403  (b)  or  (c),  are  not  entided  to  re- 
ceive a  basic  allowance  for  quarters,  shall  be  paid  a  partial  monthly  basic  allow- 
ance for  quarters  in  an  amount  equal  to  the  additional  amount  allocated  by  grade 
to  the  element  of  monthly  basic  allowance  for  quarters  under  37  U.S.C.  1009(c). 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       of  Representatives,   and   the  Honorable  Nelson   A. 
to  the  Honorable  Carl  Albert,  Speaker  of  the  House       Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of  the 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality.     October  1,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  transmit  to  the  Congress  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality. 

Tw^o  hundred  years  ago,  the  United  States  of  America  v^as  comprised  of  only 
2.5  million  people.  Our  country  seemed  an  infinite  expanse  of  natural  resources. 

Today,  the  United  States  of  America  encompasses  over  'iYi  million  square 
miles,  and  numbers  215  million  people.  Although  we  remain  one  of  the  most 
fortunate  nations  on  earth,  our  natural  endov^ment  is  deteriorating. 

The  growth  of  our  population  and  the  expansion  of  American  technology 
demonstrates  that  there  are  limitations  to  our  natural  riches.  The  industrial  con- 
cept of  man  as  master  of  an  inexhaustible  world  for  his  convenience  is  giving 
way  to  an  ecological  concept  of  man  as  caretaker  of  limited  resources  that  must 
be  protected. 
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Since  the  adoption  of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Americans  have 
made  measurable  progress  in  safeguarding,  nurturing,  and  redeeming  our  nat- 
ural heritage.  Many  other  countries  have  joined  in  recognizing  that  misuse  and 
irresponsible  exploitation  of  the  globe  threaten  the  v^ell-being  of  humanity.  Yet, 
progress  has  been  neither  even  nor  universal. 

A  higher  consciousness — even  spiritual  aw^areness — must  evolve  if  humanity 
is  to  live  in  harmony  v^ith  nature.  We  are  grateful  that  the  process  of  aw^akening 
has  started. 

In  this  first  year  of  our  third  century,  I  am  optimistic  that  growling  American 
recognition  of  the  respect  and  reverence  that  v^e  must  accord  to  earth,  water 
and  air  v^ill  light  the  w^ay  to  a  nev^  era.  We  must  and  w^ill  pass  on  to  future 
Americans  the  magnificent  legacy  of  nature  as  v^ell  as  our  cherished  heritage  of 
political  freedom. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  1,  1976. 

note:  The  message  is  printed  in  the  report  entitled       of  the  Council  on  Environmental  Quality — Septem- 
"Environmental  Quality,  the  Seventh  Annual  Report       ber  1976"  (Government  Printing  Office,  378  pp.). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of  the 
National  Science  Board.     October  1,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  the  Congress  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Na- 
tional Science  Board,  Science  at  the  Bicentennial — A  Report  from  the  Research 
Community. 

This  report  reviews  the  history  of  research  in  the  United  States  and  sum- 
marizes the  results  of  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Board  in  1975  w^hich  sought 
the  opinions  of  research  managers  on  the  problems  facing  basic  research  in 
universities,  industry.  Federal  laboratories  and  nonprofit  institutes. 

The  report  reflects  the  pride  of  the  research  community  in  the  tremendous 
accomplishments  resulting  from  the  scientific  research  effort  in  the  United 
States,  particularly  since  World  War  II.  The  report  shoves  concern  about  a 
number  of  problems  facing  research  institutions  in  1975.  It  also  shows  the  ex- 
pectations for  many  more  contributions  in  the  future  from  science — contribu- 
tions which  will  be  important  to  the  strength  and  well-being  of  our  Nation. 
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The  thoughtful  statements  expressed  in  this  report  will  receive  the  attention  of 
my  new  Office  of  Science  and  Technology  Policy  and  the  new  President's  Com- 
mittee oil  Science  and  Technology,  which  will  soon  begin  its  two-year  exami- 
nation of  the  overall  context  of  the  Federal  science,  engineering  and  technology 
effort. 

The  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States  which  is  so  respected  through- 
out the  world  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  colitributions  of  scientific  research.  I 
believe  this  force  must  be  maintained  and  I  have  sought  significant  increases  in 
Federal  funding  for  basic  research  in  my  1977  Budget,  in  fact,  an  increase  of 
11  percent  over  1976  estimates.  This  increased  funding  would  reverse  the  decline 
in  the  levels  of  Federal  support  for  basic  research  that  began  in  1967. 

The  views  set  forth  in  this  report  will  enhance  our  ability  to  make  informed 
decisions  about  the  Nation's  support  of  science.  I  commend  it  to  xht  attention 
of  the  Congress. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  1,  1976. 

note:  The  report  is   entitled   "Science  at  the   Bicentennial — A  Report  from   the  Research   Community" 
(Government  Printing  Office,  154  pp.)- 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Indian  Health  Care 
Impfovement  Act.     October  1,  1976 

I  AM  signing  S.  522,  the  Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act. 

This  bill  is  not  without  its  faults,  but  after  personal  review  I  have  decided  that 
the  well-documented  needs  for  improvement  in  Indian  health  manpower^  serv- 
ices, and  facilities  outweigh  the  defects  in  the  bill. 

While  spending  for  Indian  Health  Service  activities  has  grown  from  $128 
million  in  FY  1970  to  $425  million  in  FY  1977,  Indian  people  still  lag  behind 
the  American  people  as  a  whole  in  achieving  and  maintaining  good  health.  I  ain 
signing  this  bill  because  of  my  owii  conviction  that  our  first  Americans  should 
not  be  last  in  opportunity. 

Some  of  the  authorizations  in  this  bill  are  duplicative  of  existing  authorities, 
and  there  is  an  unfortunate  proliferation  of  narrow  categorical  programs.  Never- 
theless, S.  522  is  a  statement  of  direction  of  effort  which  is  commendable. 

Title  VII  of  this  bill  provides  for  future  reports  to  the  Congress  from  the  Sec- 
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retary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  including  a  review  of  progress  under 
the  terms  of  the  new  act.  I  believe  the  administration  can  in  this  way  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  Congress  any  changes  needed  to  improve  the  provisions  of 
S.  522. 
On  balance,  this  bill  is  a  positive  step,  and  I  am  pleased  to  sign  it. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  522,  approved  September  30,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-437  (90  Stat.  1400). 

841 

Statement  on  Signing  a  Legislative  Branch 
Appropriation  Bill.     October  1,  1976 

I  AM  signing  H.R.  14238,  Appropriations  for  the  Legislative  Branch  for  Fiscal 
Year  1977,  w^ith  reluctance. 

Last  year,  the  Congress  enacted  Public  Lav^  94-82  v^hich,  after  more  than 
6  years,  allowed  annual  pay  adjustments  for  all  Federal  employees.  Before  that 
time,  pay  raises  for  officials  at  the  top  levels  of  the  Federal  Government  had 
been  frozen.  As  annual  comparability  increases  came  due  each  October,  more 
and  more  Federal  employees  bumped  up  against  the  fixed  ceiling,  preventing 
them  from  receiving  the  annual  comparability  increase.  Soon,  many  employees 
in  the  upper  Civil  Service  grades  were  receiving  exactly  the  same  salary  as  policy- 
making officials. 

Under  these  conditions,  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to  recruit  top-flight 
people  into  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  became  even  more  difficult  to  retain 
those  who  were  already  there.  With  salaries  significantly  higher  in  the  private 
sector,  many  dedicated  individuals  are  deterred  from  entering  or  remaining 
in  the  public  service.  Chief  Justice  Burger  has  spoken  often — forthrightly  and 
eloquently — on  the  identical  problems  which  plague  the  Federal  judiciary. 

While  last  year's  law  did  not  solve  these  problems  by  any  means,  it  did  give 
some  small  relief  to  Federal  officials  who  had  not  had  a  pay  raise  since  1968, 
despite  large  increases  in  the  cost  of  living.  In  the  bill  I  am  signing  today. 
Congress  has  not  only  withdrawn  the  small  step  they  took  last  year  to  help 
alleviate  the  problems  of  Federal  pay  but  they  have  created  additional  chaos. 

If  the  Congress  had  frozen  only  the  pay  of  its  Members  in  this  bill,  I  would 
sign  without  hesitation.  Instead,  in  this  election  year,  the  Congress  chose  not 
only  to  stop  its  own  pay  raises  but  those  of  the  judiciary  and  top-level  executive 
branch  employees  as  well. 

Further,  the  Congress  has  created  havoc  in  the  pay  levels  throughout  the 
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Federal  Government.  The  Congress  wrote  language  in  this  bill  which  enables 
employees  in  Civil  Service  grades  16,  17,  and  18,  and  some  at  grade  15,  to  be 
paid  higher  salaries  than  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  the  Commissioner  of 
Food  and  Drugs,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Administrator  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  the  Director  of  the  National  Park  Service,  and 
the  Archivist  of  the  United  States.  Many  other  officials  will  receive  lower  salaries 
than  their  subordinates. 

The  Congress  has  made  a  bad  situation  worse. 

I  seriously  considered  returning  this  bill  to  the  Congress  without  my  approval. 
However,  I  am  signing  this  bill  because  the  Congress  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  remedy  the  situation  early  next  year,  when  I  present  my  recommendations 
after  reviewing  the  proposals  of  the  Quadrennial  Commission  on  Executive, 
Legislative,  and  Judiciary  Salaries. 

I  am  also  signing  this  bill  because  the  Congress  did  take  action  on  an  admin- 
istration initiative  of  some  importance — the  elimination  of  the  so-called  1-percent 
kicker  from  increases  provided  Federal  annuitants.  The  1-percent  kicker  was 
originally  intended  to  compensate  for  the  delay  in  providing  cost-of-living 
adjustments.  However,  as  a  result  of  compounding,  there  has  been  overcom- 
pensation. Since  the  1 -percent  add-on  was  adopted,  the  cost  of  living  has 
increased  58  percent,  while  the  1-percent  kicker  adjustments  have  totaled  71 
percent.  Although  the  new  cost-of-living  adjustment  system  which  this  legisla- 
tion establishes  does  not  conform  entirely  to  my  recommendations,  it  never- 
theless should  maintain  an  appropriate  balance  between  protecting  Federal 
annuitants  from  inflation,  while  preserving  the  fiscal  soundness  of  Federal 
retirement  programs. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  14238,  approved  October  1,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-440  (90  Stat.  1439). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  on 
United  States  Participation  in  the  United  Nations. 
October  2,  1976 

[Dated  October  1, 1976.    Released  October  2, 1976] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  send  to  the  Congress  the  30th  annual  report  on  United  States 
participation  in  the  United  Nations  and  its  many  subsidiary  bodies. 

This  report  shows  how  the  United  States  worked  to  advance  its  interests 
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through  the  main  activities  of  the  United  Nations  system  during  Calendar 
Year  1975.  It  describes  the  outcome  of  important  meetings  such  as  the  seventh 
special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  on  w^orld  economic  cooperation  and  the 
landmark  International  Women's  Year  conference;  it  covers  the  v^ork  of  the 
Security  Council  in  the  Middle  East  and  other  areas;  and  it  reports  on  such 
contentious  political  issues  as  the  resolution  of  the  30th  General  Assembly 
equating  Zionism  w^ith  Racism  v^ith  v^hich  w^e  vigorously  disagreed.  These 
events,  and  many  other  UN  activities,  reflect  an  active  year  for  the  United 
States  in  the  United  Nations  during  which  v^e  persisted  in  our  long-term  effort 
to  promote  peace,  economic  progress  and  social  justice  w^ithin  a  w^orldwide 
framev^ork. 

In  the  area  of  security  and  crisis  management,  the  United  Nations  was  effec- 
tive in  carrying  out  its  primary  purpose:  contributing  to  the  maintenance  of 
international  peace.  United  Nations  peacekeeping  forces  in  both  the  Sinai  and 
the  Golan  Heights  areas  of  the  Middle  East  continued  to  separate  previous 
combatants  v^hile  the  search  for  a  more  durable  peace  continued.  Similarly,  in 
Cyprus,  United  Nations  peacekeeping  forces  helped  to  patrol  the  lines  v^here 
confrontation  existed  and  contributed  to  humanitarian  needs.  The  Security 
Council,  in  addition  to  making  the  arrangements  for  the  continuation  of  the 
mandates  for  these  forces,  also  helped  reduce  tensions  over  the  Western  Sahara 
and  East  Timor. 

A  major  area  of  activity  of  direct  importance  for  American  interests  v^as  the 
seventh  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  on  development  and  inter- 
national economic  cooperation.  Convened  September  1  just  prior  to  the  30th 
regular  session,  this  meeting  established  a  nev^  agenda  for  international  co- 
operation on  the  planning  of  our  emerging  global  economic  system.  Prior  to 
this  meeting  there  had  been  division,  confrontation  and  acrimony  v^ithin  the 
United  Nations  and  elsev^here,  over  hov^  to  improve  the  world  economic  sys- 
tem and  how  to  accelerate  the  process  of  development.  Determined  to  make  the 
most  of  this  opportunity  and  to  search  for  common  ground,  the  United  States 
outlined  a  broad  program  of  practical  initiatives  which  would  be  of  benefit  to 
both  developing  and  developed  countries.  The  participants  in  this  historic  meet- 
ing responded  positively  to  the  U.S.  approach,  adopting  a  consensus  resolution 
which  embraced  most  of  our  proposals.  This  session  demonstrated  that  the  UN 
can  help  to  advance  America's  fundamental  interests  when  we  exercise  leader- 
ship in  the  organization. 

An  international  conference  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States  was  the 
World  Conference  of  the  International  Women's  Year  in  Mexico  City.  This 
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meeting,  which  grew  out  of  a  1974  U.S.  initiative,  marked  the  first  time  that  the 
problems  of  women  had  been  the  subject  of  such  a  major  international  confer- 
ence. With  some  exceptions  the  conference  recorded  a  number  of  major  achieve- 
ments. The  United  States  made  significant  contributions  to  the  World  Plan 
of  Action  which  was  adopted  at  the  conference,  thus  setting  in  motion  a  program 
that  will  gradually  help  the  world  to  realize  the  full  rights  and  potential  of 
half  of  its  people. 

At  my  direction  in  November  1975,  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Director  General  of  the  International  Labor  Organization  announcing 
our  intention  to  withdraw  from  the  organization  in  1977  unless  reforms  are 
made  before  then.  We  cited  four  special  areas  of  concern:  erosion  of  tripartite 
representation;  selective  concern  for  human  rights ;  disregard  of  due  process;  and 
increasing  politicization  of  a  technical  agency.  We  took  this  step  only  after  the 
most  careful  deliberation  and,  as  we  have  stated,  we  will  make  every  effort  to 
promote  conditions  that  could  permit  us  to  continue  to  participate  in  the 
organization. 

The  30th  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  marked  both  by  cooperation 
and  contention.  Many  economic  and  social  issues  were  debated,  resulting  in 
resolutions  adopted  by  consensus.  But  political  differences  arose  among  the  mem- 
bers over  such  issues  as  Korea,  the  Middle  East,  human  rights  and  decolonization. 
Among  other  actions,  a  resolution  equating  Zionism  with  Racism  was  adopted 
over  strong  United  States  opposition.  We  view  this  resolution  as  a  fundamental 
distortion  of  the  truth  and,  as  a  result  of  its  adoption,  announced  that  we  would 
not  participate  in  the  activities  of  the  Decade  for  Action  to  Combat  Racism  and 
Racial  Discrimination. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  important  events  in  the  United  Nations  during 
the  past  year.  Much  of  the  work  of  the  United  Nations  is  unknown  because  it  is 
not  regularly  reported  through  the  news  media.  The  economic,  social  and  tech- 
nical coordination  work  of  the  United  Nations,  which  account  for  more  than  90 
percent  of  its  total  resources,  include  such  important  activities  as: 

— Maintaining  international  aviation  safety  standards; 

— Helping  to  prevent  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons ; 

— ^Working  to  combat  ilHcit  drug  production  and  trafficking; 

— Improving  health  conditions  and  standards  worldwide  and  combating 
disease  and  plague; 

— Setting  improved  international  standards  for  the  environment; 

— Improving  international  food  standards  and  preventing  plant  and  animal 
disease  from  crossing  borders ; 
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— ^Providing  economic  development  and  technical  assistance  to  the  poorer 
nations  of  the  world;  and 

— ^Providing  food  assistance  and  disaster  relief. 

As  the  world's  strongest  economic  power  with  the  greatest  global  reach,  the 
United  States  derives  many  tangible  benefits  from  these  United  Nations  activi- 
ties, many  of  which  resulted  from  American  initiative  and  leadership. 

Despite  difficulties  inherent  in  working  within  an  organization  of  so  many 
sovereign  states  having  differing  interests  and  backgrounds,  I  believe  that  we 
are  making  progress  in  achieving  our  purposes  in  the  United  Nations.  The 
United  States  is  working  actively  to  defend  its  interests,  to  oppose  irresponsible 
actions  and  to  promote  cooperation  among  UN  members  in  fulfillment  of  the 
great  purposes  of  the  Charter  which  we  helped  to  frame. 

As  the  world  grows  increasingly  complex  and  interdependent,  I  conclude 
that  United  States  leadership  and  participation  in  the  United  Nations  serves  our 
interests  and  hopes  for  realizing  mankind's  aspirations  for  a  world  of  peace, 
economic  progress  and  social  justice. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  1,  1976. 

note:   The  396-page  report  is  entitled   "U.S.  Participation  in   the  UN,  Report  by   the  President  to  the 
Congress  for  the  year  1975." 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Deferrals.     October  2,  1976 

[Dated  October  1, 1976.    Released  October  2, 1976] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  report 
33  deferrals  of  funds  totalling  $7617  million.  The  deferrals  are  primarily  routine 
in  nature  and  do  not,  for  the  most  part,  affect  program  levels.  The  details  of 
each  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
October  1,  1976. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  October  7,  1976  (41 
FR  44298). 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  on  Federal  Pay 
Increases.     October  2,  1976 

[Dated  October  1, 1976.    Released  October  2, 1976] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  5305  of  Title  5  of  the  United 
States  Code,  I  hereby  report  on  the  comparabiUty  adjustment  I  am  ordering 
for  the  Federal  statutory  pay  systems  in  October  1976. 

The  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission,  w^ho  serve  jointly  as  my  agent 
for  Federal  pay,  have  proposed  a  4.83  percent  average  increase  in  pay  rates  for 
the  Federal  statutory  pay  systems.  The  Advisory  Committee  on  Federal  Pay 
and  the  Federal  Employees  Pay  Council  have  proposed  adjustments  of  5.82 
percent  and  8.2  percent,  respectively. 

I  have  decided  that  I  should  choose  the  4.83  percent  increase.  My  selection 
of  this  proposal  w^ill  implement  immediately  several  reforms  w^hich  are  clearly 
necessary  for  the  continued  integrity  of  the  pay  adjustment  process. 

I  am  transmitting  herewith  the  reports  of  my  agent  and  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  Executive  order  [11941]  I  have  promulgated  to 
put  this  pay  adjustment  into  eflfect. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  1,  1976. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Public  Works  Employment 
Appropriations  Act  of  1976.     October  2,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  H.R.  15194,  the  Public  Works  Employment  Appropriations 
Act  of  1976. 

In  July  I  vetoed  the  authorizing  legislation  which  made  this  $3.95  [$3.73] 
billion  appropriation  necessary.  I  said  then,  and  I  still  believe,  that  these  funds 
will  not  create  lasting  jobs  but  will  create  new  inflationary  pressures. 

I  said  then,  and  I  still  believe,  that  the  best  and  most  effective  way  to  create 
new  jobs  is  to  pursue  balanced  economic  policies  that  encourage  the  growth  of 
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the  private  sector  without  risking  a  new  round  of  inflation.  Congress  rejected 
my  veto. 

This  Congress  has  not  recognized  the  fallacy  of  having  the  American  tax- 
payer finance  pork-barrel  projects  and  make-work  jobs.  Congress  refuses  to 
recognize  the  inflationary  risk  in  this  public  works  appropriation.  However, 
another  confrontation  with  Congress  on  this  bill  is  pointless. 

We  must,  nevertheless,  continue  to  challenge  the  Congress  on  the  underlying 
principle  of  this  pork-barrel,  make-work  legislation. 

I  am  therefore  signing  H.R.  15194  and  directing  the  appropriate  departments 
of  this  administration  to  make,  over  the  next  year,  a  careful  month-by-month 
audit  of  expenditures  under  this  appropriation  to  determine  just  how  many  jobs 
are  created,  how  much  it  costs  the  taxpayer  to  create  each  job,  and  just  what 
impact  there  is  on  inflation. 

In  accepting  this  appropriation,  I  call  upon  the  Congress  to  request  the  Gen- 
eral Accounting  Office  to  conduct  a  parallel  audit  of  the  results  of  this  legisla- 
tion. This  is  an  expensive  test,  but  Congress  will  not  see  the  fallacy  of  its  approach 
until  we  can  show  through  an  audit  what  we  know  to  be  the  facts. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  15194,  approved  October  1,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-447  (90  Stat.  1497). 
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Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  the  President  Ford  Committee  on 
Ethnic  Affairs.     October  2,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING.  It  is  wonderful  to  see  you  all,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to 
welcome  you  to  the  State  Dining  Room. 

And  I  know  that  the  President  Ford  Campaign  Committee  on  Ethnic  Affairs 
is  going  to  play  a  very  vital  role  in  this  election.  I  am  especially  pleased  to 
announce  that  my  good  friend,  Pete  Domenici,  has  agreed  to  serve  as  the 
chairman  of  this  group. 

I  think  Pete's  story  is  a  very  inspiring  one.  He  is  the  son  of  Italian  immigrants, 
and  I  think  Pete  embodies  all  of  the  values  that  are  the  very  backbone  of  this 
country.  Pete  is  a  great  campaigner.  He  tells  me  he  was  out  in  New  Mexico  last 
night  and  flew  back  on  the  "red-eye  special."  And  so  anybody  with  that  dedica- 
tion and  that  willingness  to  work  is  the  right  kind  of  a  chairman  for  this  very, 
very  important  campaign  committee.  So,  we  thank  you  very,  very  much,  Pete. 

But  I  am  delighted  to  see  not  only  all  of  you  who  are  leaders  in  your  respec- 
tive communities  but  the  Members  of  Congress  who  are  likewise  vitally  im- 
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portant,  representing  their  congressional  districts  but  also  their  ethnic  groups. 
All  of  you  as  leaders  in  your  communities  are  vitally  important  for  success  in 
this  campaign. 

I  have  said  on  many  occasions,  at  the  convention  in  my  acceptance  speech 
and  down  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  that  I  don't  concede 
a  single  State  and  I  don't  concede  a  single  vote.  The  election  is  going  to  be 
close.  We  started  from  behind,  but  we  have  the  momentum.  And  I  believe  very 
strongly  that  this  election  can  and  will  be  won  by  the  Ford-Dole  ticket. 

It  just  so  happens  that  the  record  and  the  program  of  the  Ford  administra- 
tion coincides  with  the  aspirations  of  the  groups  that  you  represent.  It's  my  obser- 
vation that  those  who  have  an  ethnic  background  want  a  job,  a  meaningful  job 
opportunity.  They  are  willing  to  work  and  will  go  out  and  try  to  find  a  job. 
This  administration  believes  that  everybody  who  wants  a  job  should  have  a 
job,  and  this  administration  is  going  to  achieve  that  result.  We  don't  think 
the  situation  is  adequate  today,  but  our  program  of  trying  to  expand  the  domes- 
tic economy,  the  private  sector,  where  five  out  of  six  jobs  exist,  is  the  way  to  get 
a  job  for  the  young  American,  for  those  who  want  a  job  and  who  are  willing  to 
work. 

American  ethnics  want  a  home  in  a  decent  neighborhood.  This  administra- 
tion beUeves  that  everybody  who  will  work  and  save  can  get  a  home  in  a 
decent  neighborhood  under  the  program  that  we  believe  in.  We  have  to  reduce 
downpayments.  We  have  to  have  variable  mortgage  payments  so  that  young 
couples,  when  they  start  out,  won't  have  to  pay  as  much  when  their  income  is 
down,  but  as  their  income  situation  improves,  they  will  be  able  to  pay  more. 

This  administration  has  established  under  the  Secretary  of  HUD,  Carla  Hills, 
a  Committee — a  joint  Cabinet  committee — on  Urban  Development  and  Neigh- 
borhood Revitalization,  and  this  committee  will  do  a  good  job  in  making 
certain  that  your  ethnic  communities  are  preserved  in  our  major  metropolitan 
areas. 

With  a  job  and  a  home,  you  can  raise  a  family,  you  can  support  your  schools, 
and  you  can  support  your  social  clubs.  You  can  preserve  your  cultural  and 
spiritual  heritages,  and  those  are  vitally  important. 

This  administration  believes  that  we  also  have  to  take  a  forward  step  in  the 
area  of  education.  We  have  supported  the  elementary  and  secondary  education 
programs— that  where  the  Federal  Government  makes  contributions  to  State 
and  local  educational  bodies.  We  don't  think  the  system  works  as  well  with  some 
24  categorical  grant  programs.  We  believe  that  the  same  amount  or  more  money 
ought  to  go  to  elementary  and  secondary  schools  in  a  block  grant  program  so 

2392 


October  2  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [846] 

that  teachers  and  administrators  don't  have  to  spend  all  of  their  time  making  out 
Federal  forms;  so  they  can  spend  their  time  teaching  the  children  of  all 
Americans,  and  thereby  get  a  better  education  for  the  young  in  this  country. 

And  although  I  am  a  product  of  pubHc  schools,  I  strongly  believe  that  our 
nonpublic  schools  are  vitally  important  in  our  society.  Public  schools  are  better 
when  they  have  competition  from  nonpublic  schools.  Therefore,  it's  always 
been  my  view  that  we  should  find  a  way  under  our  Federal  tax  policy  to  give 
an  opportunity  for  those  who  want  to  send  their  children  to  nonpublic  schools 
should  get  some  tax  relief. 

One  final  comment:  On  July  4  this  country  celebrated  its  200th  birthday.  It 
was  a  glorious  day.  I  think  more  Americans  were  thrilled  by  what  took  place 
that  day  than  almost  any  day  in  recent  history. 

On  that  occasion  we  honored  the  achievements  of  the  past,  but  in  the  third 
century  I  think  we  have  to  write  a  new  and  better  history  for  America.  We  have 
to  have  jobs  for  our  people.  We  have  to  have  homes  for  our  old  as  well  as 
young.  We  have  to  have  safety  on  our  streets.  We  have  to  have  the  opportunity 
for  better  health  care.  We  have  to  have  a  strong  nation  with  peace  at  home  and 
with  peace  abroad. 

This  nation,  over  the  years,  has  done  a  good  job  in  keeping  itself  strong  and 
healthy  both  here  and  abroad.  But  sometimes  it's  helpful  for  us  to  learn  about 
the  sadness  and  tragedy  of  other  nations. 

Just  this  past  week,  if  you  have  been  reading  the  papers,  our  strong  and  good 
ally.  Great  Britain,  has  been  faced  with  a  very  serious  crisis.  You  may  have  read 
that  the  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain  appeared  before  his  own  Labor 
Party  Convention,  calling  for  them  to  support  him  in  a  strong  fiscal  and  mone- 
tary policy  so  that  Great  Britain  could  meet  the  crisis  that  has  confronted  them 
in  the  last  year  or  two,  a  crisis  which  has  reached  a  peak  within  the  last  few 
weeks. 

I  read  of  the  speech  that  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  gave  to  his  Labor  Con- 
vention, and  one  sentence  in  that  speech  impressed  me  tremendously.  And  it  is 
a  sentence  that  I  think  we  should  take  a  good  look  at  and  perhaps  learn  some- 
thing from.  And  let  me  read  it  to  you. 

"Britain  for  too  long  has  lived  on  borrowed  time,  borrowed  money,  and 
borrowed  ideas.  We  will  fail  if  we  think  we  can  buy  our  way  out  of  our  present 
difficulties  by  printing  confetti  money  and  by  paying  ourselves  more  than  we 
earn." 

That  is  a  very,  very  powerful  sentence  given  by  a  courageous  Prime  Minister, 
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telling  not  only  the  people  in  his  party  but  the  people  of  Great  Britain  that  they 
have  to  take  strong  action  in  a  time  of  crisis. 

Let  me  say  that  as  long  as  Jerry  Ford  is  President,  Jerry  Ford  will  never  let 
the  United  States  of  America  reach  this  kind  of  a  crisis. 

Now^  it  is  my  great  privilege  to  introduce  your  chairman,  an  outstanding 
Member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  a  real  leader.  Senator  Pete  Domenici. 

Senator  Domenici.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President. 

You  knov^,  you  indicated  to  our  advisory  group  that  is  here  that  I  am  the  son 
of  immigrant  parents,  and  indeed  I  am.  Both  my  mother  and  father  w^ere  born 
in  the  country  of  Italy. 

Mr.  President,  hov^  proud  my  mother  is  that  I  am  here  today  and  that  you 
have  asked  me  to  do  this.  And  I  am  sure  my  beloved  father  w^ould  probably 
have  flow^n  back  on  the  "red-eye"  with  me  if  he  were  alive,  Mr.  President,  so 
he  could  be  here  today  on  this  occasion. 

Let  me  tell  you  a  little  bit  about  your  advisory  group.  We  have  26  nationalities 
represented  here,  Mr.  President,  from  13  States.  We  have  been  working  to  put 
this  team  together.  We  have  a  wonderful  team  of  staff  workers,  and  we  are 
going  to  commit  to  you,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Democratic  Party  and  the 
Democratic  candidates  are  going  to  find  out  this  year  that  they  cannot  take  the 
ethnic  vote  for  granted  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  we  all  support  you  for  the  same  reason,  because  basically  we 
love  our  families,  we  love  our  country,  we  love  our  little  homes  that  we  have 
bought.  Our  sons  and  daughters  have  had  a  great  opportunity  in  this  land, 
and  we  admire  and  respect  two  things:  integrity — and  you  abound  in  that — 
and,  secondly,  you  have  a  great  respect  for  all  people.  You  treat  all  people  the 
same,  and  that  means  you  are  going  to  treat  our  ethnics  just  as  other  Americans 
have  been  treated. 

That  means,  Mr.  President,  when  you  are  elected  and  begin  to  serve  your 
first  year  of  your  elected  term,  that  we  are  going  to  look  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
to  give  back  to  us  what  we  are  giving  to  you.  We  are  going  to  give  you  a  full 
American  treatment  from  ethnics,  and  we  only  want  a  full  American  treat- 
ment back  to  our  ethnics  from  you  and  from  government. 

There  is  one  thing,  Mr.  President,  that  those  who  came  to  our  country  from 
foreign  lands — probably,  above  all  else — one  thing  that  they  retain  and  that  they 
will  never  let  go  away,  and  that  is  their  religion;  their  love  for  their  church 
and  their  desire  that  their  children  and  their  family  participate  in  all  the 
things  that  churches  that  they  belong  to  can  provide. 

And  with  that,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  something  disturbs  me 
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about  Governor  Carter's  recent  statement,  and  I  will  quote.  He  said  recently, 
Mr.  President — and  I  also  tell  my  advisory  group  this,  we  will  talk  about  it 
today  as  we  meet — but  he  said  in  the  Religious  Liberty  Association  of  America 
and  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church  publication,  and  I  will  quote  for  you,  Mr. 
President,  that  he  would  "favor  the  taxation  of  church  property  other  than  the 
church  building  itself." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  disturbs  me,  and  I  am  sure  when  we  finish  meeting 
today,  that  we  will  have  a  statement  from  your  ethnic  advisory  committee  on 
this  proposition. 

I  don't  favor  that  if  that  means  that  hospitals,  orphanages,  institutions  that 
our  churches  own  that  are  not  directly  related  to  a  building  called  a  church  are 
going  to  be  taxed  so  we  can  raise  more  revenue  for  the  American  tax  coffers. 

There  are  a  lot  of  other  ways  to  do  it,  and  we  don't  want  to  do  it  that  way, 
Mr.  President.  We  know  that  profitmaking  endeavors  of  our  churches  are  pres- 
endy  taxed,  and  I  think  you  support  that,  and  I  think  we  support  that.  But, 
Mr.  President,  we  think  it  would  do  great  violence  to  the  ability  of  our  churches 
to  supply  the  great  kinds  of  social  needs  that  they  are  now  giving  to  us,  to  our 
children  if  this  proposition  by  Governor  Carter  became  the  law  of  this  land, 
that  only  the  church  building  itself  would  be  exempt  from  taxes. 

I  know  that  you  have  some  feelings  on  this.  If  you  would,  Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  you  to  give  us  your  observations  on  this.  And,  once  again,  I  thank 
you  for  the  privilege  you  have  given  me  of  being  your  chairman.  And  we  make 
a  commitment  to  you  today  that  we  are  going  to  prove  that  the  ethnics  in 
this  country  just  don't  follow  any  party,  they  vote  for  a  man,  and  they  are 
going  to  elect  you  to  the  Presidency. 

The  President.  Senator,  I  was  of  course  very,  very  disturbed  when  I  heard 
about  the  proposal  of  Governor  Carter.  I  think  my  opponent's  proposal  to  tax 
church  properties  other  than  the  church  buildings  is  a  very,  very  unfortunate 
and  disturbing  development.  Nothing  could  be  worse  for  church-operated 
schools,  hospitals,  and  orphanages,  many  of  which  face  constant  financial 
struggles  to  make  ends  meet. 

I  think  the  more  we  learn  of  my  opponent's  plans  for  future  taxes,  the  more 
troublesome  they  become.  And  I  can  tell  you  unequivocally,  emphatically,  that 
this  administration  has  neither  plans  nor  supports  any  efforts  to  tax  churches 
beyond  the  present  scope  of  Federal  taxation. 

It  seems  to  me  instead  of  a  tax  proposal  to  increase  taxes  in  this  way,  we  should 
make  additional  efforts  in  the  area  of  tax  reform.  And  when  I  talk  about  tax 
reform,  I  talk  about  tax  reduction  for  the  middle-income  taxpayer. 
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So,  Pete,  thank  you.  I  thank  all  of  you. 

Why  don't  we  take  a  few  minutes  and  say  hello  and  let  me  chat  with  each  of 
you  individually. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1 1 :40  a.m.  in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976. 
October  4,  1976 

TODAY  I  am  signing  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976.  It  includes  many  provi- 
sions which  I  supported  for  a  long,  long  time.  It  includes  a  few  which  I  oppose. 
On  balance,  however,  the  legislation  is  sound,  positive,  and  long  overdue. 

This  bill  raises  the  minimum  tax  paid  by  high-income  persons  and  elimi- 
nates or  restricts  many  tax  shelters.  These  actions  are  consistent  with  my  firm 
support  of  measures  designed  to  close  the  loopholes  and  ensure  that  each  tax- 
payer bears  his  or  her  fair  share  of  the  overall  tax  burden. 

I  am  also  gratified  that  the  Congress  has  adopted  my  program  of  estate  tax 
relief.  This  includes  my  proposals  to  increase  the  basic  estate  tax  exemption 
from  $60,000  to  the  equivalent  of  $175,000  and  to  liberalize  the  marital  deduc- 
tion for  the  transfer  of  property  between  spouses.  It  also  provides  special  relief 
to  the  owners  of  family  farms  and  family  businesses  so  that  their  heirs  are  not 
forced  to  liquidate  these  enterprises  in  order  to  pay  estate  taxes. 

Despite  the  many  pluses  of  this  bill,  it  fails  to  make  several  important  and  nec- 
essary changes  in  our  tax  structure.  First,  the  best  kind  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduc- 
tion. Low-  and  middle-income  Americans  currently  pay  excessive  Federal  taxes. 
This  act  does  temporarily  extend  the  tax  reductions  I  initiated  last  year,  but  it 
fails  to  include  my  proposals  for  permanent,  deeper  tax  cuts. 

In  particular,  I  am  disappointed  that  the  Congress  did  not  reduce  individual 
income  taxes  by  the  additional  $10  billion  that  I  recommended.  Equivalent  re- 
ductions in  spending,  which  Congress  was  unwilling  to  make,  would  have  en- 
abled them  to  pass  those  permanent  cuts.  Accordingly,  I  will  again  urge  Con- 
gress next  year  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 

Second,  increased  investment  through  appropriate  tax  incentives  is  absolutely 
essential  to  create  productive  jobs  in  the  private  sector.  Such  tax  incentives  can 
help  focus  investment  in  those  areas  where  new  jobs  are  needed  most. 

I  will  again  propose  that  Congress  grant  special  tax  benefits  in  the  form  of 
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accelerated  depreciation  for  new  plants  and  equipment  in  areas  of  high  unem- 
ployment. I  will  also  strongly  recommend  enactment  of  several  other  tax  meas- 
ures to  aid  in  capital  formation  and  job  creation. 

The  bill  that  reached  my  desk  is  far  from  perfect,  but  it  does  go  a  long  way 
toward  restoring  commonsense  and  equity  in  our  Federal  tax  system.  I  will  con- 
tinue to  work  for  a  better  break  for  low-  and  middle-income  taxpayers. 

I  trust  you  have  noted  the  size  of  this  tax  bill.^ 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:18  p.m.  at  a  cere-  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  10612)  is  Public  Law 

mony  in  the  Oval  Office  at  the  White  House.  94-455  (90  Stat.  1521). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976. 
October  4,  1976 

TODAY  I  have  signed  into  lav^  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976.  This  action  re- 
flects my  judgment  that,  on  balance,  the  beneficial  effects  of  good  provisions  in 
this  massive  piece  of  legislation  substantially  outw^eigh  the  detrimental  effects  of 
the  provisions  w^hich  I  find  objectionable. 

I  am  pleased  that  in  this  bill  the  Congress  has  raised  the  minimum  tax  and  has 
taken  meaningful  action  to  eliminate  the  use  of  so-called  tax  shelters  by  indi- 
viduals with  high  incomes.  These  actions  are  consistent  with  my  past  proposals 
and  firm  support  of  strong  measures  designed  to  close  these  loopholes.  In  doing 
so,  we  are  moving  toward  a  tax  system  under  which  each  taxpayer  bears  his  or 
her  fair  share  of  the  overall  tax  burden. 

I  am  also  gratified  that  the  Congress  had  adopted  the  program  of  estate  tax 
relief  which  I  proposed  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  The  act  essentially  includes 
my  proposals  to  increase  the  basic  estate  tax  exemption  from  $60,000  to  the 
equivalent  of  $175,000,  to  liberalize  the  marital  deduction  for  the  transfer  of 
property  between  spouses,  and  to  provide  special  relief  to  the  owners  of  family 
farms  and  business  so  that  their  heirs  are  not  forced  to  liquidate  these  enter- 
prises in  order  to  pay  estate  taxes.  The  estate  tax  provisions  have  both  simplified 
and  made  much  more  equitable  our  system  of  estate  taxation. 

Despite  the  contribution  many  provisions  of  this  tax  bill  make  to  improving 
our  tax  system,  the  bill  fails  to  include  several  important  and  necessary  changes 

^  The  President  was  referring  to  the  fact  that  the  act  was  414  pages. 
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in  our  tax  structure.  We  must  continue  to  reform  our  tax  system  in  three 
important  ways. 

First,  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  Americans  currently  pay  excessive 
taxes,  particularly  middle-  and  low-income  Americans.  This  act  does  tempo- 
rarily continue  the  tax  reductions  enacted  last  year,  but  it  fails  to  include  my  pro- 
posals for  permanent,  deepened  tax  cuts.  In  particular,  I  am  disappointed  that 
the  Congress  did  not  reduce  individual  income  taxes  by  the  additional  $10  bilUon 
I  recommended.  If  Congress  had  adopted  this  measure  together  with  an  equal 
reduction  in  Federal  spending,  the  American  people,  rather  than  the  Congress, 
could  decide  how  that  extra  $10  billion  should  be  spent.  Accordingly,  I  will  again 
urge  Congress  next  year  to  further  reduce  the  tax  burden  on  Americans  by  in- 
creasing permanently  the  personal  income  tax  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 

Second,  increased  investment  through  appropriate  tax  incentives  is  absolutely 
essential  if  we  are  to  succeed  in  creating  productive  jobs  for  our  growing  labor 
force.  Such  tax  incentives  can  help  focus  investment  in  those  areas  where  new 
jobs  are  needed  most.  I  will  again  propose  that  Congress  grant  special  tax  bene- 
fits in  the  form  of  accelerated  depreciation  for  new  plants  and  equipment  in 
areas  of  high  unemployment.  I  will  also  strongly  recommend  enactment  of  sev- 
eral other  tax  measures  to  aid  in  capital  formation  including:  enacting  a  broad- 
ened stock  ownership  plan  to  increase  participation  of  low-  and  middle-income 
Americans  in  the  ownership  of  our  free  enterprise  system;  and  adopting  the 
proposal  I  made  over  a  year  ago  to  integrate  the  corporate  and  personal  income 
taxes,  thereby  eliminating  the  present  burden  of  double  taxation  of  dividends 
which  presently  inhibits  savings  and  investment  and  places  our  Nation  at  a 
disadvantage  in  competing  for  world  markets  with  other  industrialized 
countries. 

Third,  we  must  move  toward  a  simplified  and  more  equitable  tax  code.  Last 
January,  I  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  study  the  potential  for  re- 
structuring and  simplifying  the  present  tax  code.  The  Treasury  study  is  well 
underway.  It  involves  an  examination  of  our  present  tax  code  aimed  at  making 
it  more  simple,  more  fair,  and  more  economically  efficient.  The  Treasury  is 
scheduled  to  report  to  me  on  the  project  in  December.  I  will  carefully  review 
this  study  as  an  important  part  of  my  administration's  effort  to  make  our  tax 
system  fair  and  equitable  for  all  Americans. 


2398 


October  4  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [849] 

849 

Remarks  Upon  Accepting  the  Resignation  of  Earl  L.  Butz 

as  Secretary  of  Agriculture.     October  4,  1976 

GOOD  AFTERNOON.  Will  you  please  sit  down. 

I  wish  to  announce  my  decision  to  accept  the  resignation  of  Earl  Butz  as 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  This  has  been  one  of  the  saddest 
decisions  of  my  Presidency. 

Two  years  ago  Earl  Butz  told  me  that  he  wanted  to  leave  the  Cabinet.  At 
my  request  he  agreed  to  stay  on  until  the  end  of  this  term,  in  spite  of  personal 
family  obligations.  I  felt  that  I  needed  him  in  the  Cabinet  to  implement  my 
policies  of  full  farm  production  coupled  with  fair  prices  for  the  consumer  and 
good  income  for  farmers  through  the  sales  of  their  products  throughout  the 
world. 

Earl  Butz  has  been  and  continues  to  be  a  close  personal  friend  and  a  man  who 
loves  his  country  and  all  that  it  represents. 

Earl  Butz  has  devoted  more  than  20  years  of  his  life  in  public  and  academic 
service:  as  an  Assistant  Secretary  in  the  Eisenhower  administration;  as  a  pro- 
fessor and  then  a  dean  at  one  of  the  most  distinguished  universities  in  this 
country;  and  more  recently,  as  the  Secretary  of  a  Department  that  has  helped 
to  restore  personal  freedom  and  abundance  to  American  farms. 

Yet  Earl  Butz  is  also  wise  enough  and  courageous  enough  to  recognize  that 
no  single  individual,  no  matter  how  distinguished  his  past  public  service, 
should  cast  a  shadow  over  the  integrity  and  good  will  of  the  American 
Government  by  his  comments. 

For  that  reason,  I  have  accepted  the  resignation  of  this  decent  and  good  man. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:35  p.m.  to  report-  language  used  in  a  recent  conversation  and  reported 

ers  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  pubHcly. 

House.  It  has  been  a  high  privilege  to  serve  as  a  member 

Prior   to   the  President's  remarks,  Secretary  Butz  ^f  the  Ford  Administration.  American  farmers  will 

read   his   letter   of  resignation   and   statement.   The  always  be  grateful  to  you  for  your  solid  support  of 

Secretary's  remarks  are  printed  in  the  Weekly  Com-  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^-^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

pilation  of  Presidential  Docunients  (vol.  12,  p.  1440).  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^j^^.^   ^^^^^   ^.^j^^^^   ^^^^^^.^^   ^^^^^^^ 

Secretary    Butz     letter    of    resignation    read    as  i         i    • 

r  u  mental  regulation, 
follows:  T    1    1,    1  1  1 

Dear  Mr.  President:  ^  '^^^\  ^^^"^^  ^  ^^^^  ^'^'^'  supporter. 

I  hereby  submit  my  resignation  as  Secretary  of  Sincerely  yours, 

Agriculture.  ^arl  L.  Butz 

I   sincerely   apologize  for  any  offense  that  may  [The    President,    The    White    House,    Washington, 

have    been    caused    by    the    unfortunate    choice    of  D.C.] 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Administration 
Efforts  To  Settle  the  Cyprus  Conflict.     October  5,  1976 

[Dated  October  4,  1976.    Released  October  5,  1976] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Pursuant  to  Public  Law  94-104, 1  am  submitting  my  sixth  periodic  report  on 
the  Cyprus  negotiations  and  the  actions  which  this  Administration  is  taking  to 
assist  in  the  search  of  a  lasting  solution  to  the  problems  still  facing  the  people 
of  the  Republic  of  Cyprus. 

In  my  last  report  I  reviewed  recent  steps  taken  by  the  Administration  to  bring 
about  further  progress  in  the  Cyprus  talks,  and  I  emphasized  the  need  for  the 
parties  to  set  aside  procedural  problems  and  move  on  to  discussions  of  key 
substantive  issues. 

Our  efforts  during  the  past  sixty  days  have  been  directed  to  encouraging 
the  resumption  of  such  negotiations.  We  have  been  in  close  contact  with  our 
major  Western  allies  regarding  new  ideas  which  might  contribute  to  progress 
in  the  Cyprus  talks  and  have  continued  to  work  closely  with  United  Nations 
Secretary  General  Waldheim.  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  met  with  Mr.  Wald- 
heim  in  New  York  in  late  August  to  discuss  the  Cyprus  question.  Following 
that  meeting  Secretary  General  Waldheim  asked  the  chief  Cypriot  negotiators 
from  both  sides  to  come  to  New  York  for  individual  consultations  with  him  on 
how  the  negotiations  might  best  be  resumed.  These  consultations  developed 
into  a  series  of  joint  meetings  at  which  both  sides  discussed  the  issues  which  were 
blocking  further  progress.  After  these  meetings,  the  two  Cypriot  negotiators 
agreed  to  continue  their  consultations  in  Nicosia,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Secretary  General's  Special  Representative  for  Cyprus.  It  is  my  hope  these  talks 
will  lead  to  resumption  of  meaningful  discussion  on  the  main  issues. 

In  his  meetings  with  the  Foreign  Ministers  of  Greece  and  Turkey  at  the 
United  Nations  last  week.  Secretary  Kissinger  urged  their  strong  support  once 
again  for  a  new  round  of  talks.  We  will  continue  to  work  as  closely  as  possible 
with  the  Governments  of  Greece  and  Turkey,  with  the  UN  Secretary  General, 
with  our  Western  allies,  and  with  the  parties  themselves,  to  insure  that  every 
opportunity  is  seized  in  pursuing  a  just  and  lasting  settlement  on  Cyprus. 

To  focus  the  world's  attention  on  the  need  for  rapid  progress.  Secretary 
Kissinger  stated  anew  the  position  of  my  Administration  in  his  speech  before 
the  UN  General  Assembly  on  September  30  when  he  emphasized  that  our 
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overriding  objectives  remain  the  well-being  of  the  Cypriot  people  and  peace  in 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean.  Calling  upon  all  concerned  to  undertake  a  new 
commitment  to  achieve  these  ends,  he  underlined  once  again  the  position  I  have 
repeatedly  voiced : 

"A  settlement  must  come  from  the  Cypriot  communities  themselves.  It  is 
they  who  must  decide  how  their  island's  economy  and  government  shall  be 
reconstructed.  It  is  they  who  must  decide  the  ultimate  relationship  of  the  two 
communities  and  the  territorial  extent  of  each  area." 

This  Administration  believes  that  in  order  to  restore  momentum  in  the 
negotiations  a  set  of  principles  along  the  following  lines  might  help  the  parties 
to  resume  talks  on  substantive  issues : 

— A  settlement  should  preserve  the  independence,  sovereignty  and  territorial 
integrity  of  Cyprus; 

— ^The  present  dividing  lines  on  Cyprus  must  be  adjusted  to  reduce  the  area 
currently  controlled  by  the  Turkish  side; 

— The  territorial  arrangement  should  take  into  account  the  economic  require- 
ments and  humanitarian  concerns  of  the  two  Cypriot  communities,  including 
the  plight  of  those  who  remain  refugees; 

— A  constitutional  arrangement  should  provide  conditions  under  which  the 
two  Cypriot  communities  can  live  in  freedom  and  have  a  large  vote  in  their  own 
affairs;  and 

— Security  arrangements  should  be  agreed  that  permit  the  withdrawal  of 
foreign  military  forces  other  than  those  present  under  international  agreement. 

It  is  my  strong  hope  that  these  ideas  may  be  given  careful  consideration  by  all 
concerned. 

In  addition  to  these  steps,  the  United  States  also  continues  to  provide  financial 
assistance  to  the  people  of  Cyprus  so  that  they  may  overcome  the  burdens 
imposed  on  them  by  the  events  of  1974. 1  have  just  signed  into  law  a  bill  author- 
izing $17.5  million  in  U.S.  relief  assistance  for  Cyprus  in  the  coming  fiscal  year. 
Our  assistance  thus  far,  some  $50  million  over  the  past  two  years,  has  been  a 
major  factor  in  providingr  adequate  homes  for  almost  all  of  those  unfortunate 
Cypriots  uprooted  in  1974,  and,  in  addition,  has  made  a  substantial  contribu- 
tion toward  the  medical  needs,  emergency  food  aid  and  the  general  welfare  of 
the  many  displaced  from  their  homes.  We  will  continue  to  offer  our  help 
wherever  it  is  needed. 

The  United  States  also  continues  to  be  the  largest  financial  contributor  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  United  Nations  Peacekeeping  Force  on  Cyprus,  which 
has  done  such  a  highly  effective  job.  We  continue  actively  to  support  both  the 
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work  of  the  UN  Peacekeeping  Force  and  the  UN  resolutions  calhng  for  a  just 
and  lasting  solution  to  the  Cyprus  problem,  respect  for  the  sovereignty  and 
territorial  integrity  of  that  island,  and  withdrawal  of  all  foreign  military  forces 
not  authorized  by  agreements.  While  I  strongly  endorse  all  of  these  precepts,  the 
last  is  of  special  importance  since  the  cause  of  peace  can  only  be  poorly  served 
when  men  confront  each  other  with  arms.  I  was  therefore  gratified  to  hear  of  the 
withdrawal  last  month  of  a  further  portion  of  the  Turkish  armed  forces  from 
Cyprus. 

In  summary,  during  the  past  sixty  days  we  have  increased  our  efforts  to  bring 
the  two  sides  together  once  more  for  discussions  in  any  area  which  might 
contribute  to  a  more  secure  and  normal  life  for  the  people  of  Cyprus.  We  have 
reaffirmed  our  determination  to  continue  direct  bilateral  assistance  on  a  large 
scale.  We  have  worked  with  other  members  of  the  international  community  to 
bring  about  the  best  possible  set  of  conditions  for  resumption  of  the  Cyprus 
talks  at  an  early  date. 

My  Administration  will  further  intensify  its  efforts  to  bring  both  sides  together 
again  with  the  hope,  based  on  their  meetings  in  New  York  last  month,  that 
some  further  significant  advances  may  occur. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  remain  keenly  interested  in  promoting  an 
equitable  and  lasting  settlement  on  Cyprus.  My  Administration  has  been  active 
at  every  opportunity  in  encouraging  such  a  settlement.  We  believe  the  people 
of  both  the  Greek  Cypriot  and  Turkish  Cypriot  communities  share  equally  a 
desire  for  peaceful,  productive  and  secure  lives.  We  will  continue  to  use  every 
opportunity  further  to  encourage  the  leaders  of  both  sides  toward  a  common 
solution  which  will  achieve  these  goals. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  4,  1976. 


851 

Statement  on  the  Performance  of  the  94th  Congress. 
October  5,  1976 

FEW  Congresses  have  been  presented  with  such  a  clear  challenge  to  deal 

forthrightly  with  the  Nation's  problems  than  the  Congress  that  has  just 

adjourned  and  few  Congresses  have  fallen  so  short  of  meeting  the  challenge. 

Over  the  past  2  years  I  have  placed  before  the  Congress  a  wide  variety  of  pro- 
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grams  addressed  to  the  hopes  and  needs  of  the  future.  Rather  than  make  the 
necessary  hard  decisions,  this  Congress  has  more  often  responded  with  weak 
compromises  and  evasions. 

I  asked  Congress  to  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  by  $28  bilHon 
and  to  give  that  $28  bilHon  back  to  the  taxpayers  in  tax  cuts.  The  Congress 
refused  to  go  beyond  the  temporary  tax  cuts  that  were  made  in  1975.  Instead, 
they  added  $17  billion  to  my  recommendations  for  spending,  and  every  one  of 
those  dollars  came  out  of  the  American  taxpayer's  pocket. 

If  all  of  this  congressional  spending  had  been  for  good  purposes,  we  might 
take  a  more  charitable  view  of  Congress'  performance.  But  that  is  not  the  case. 

This  Congress  ignored  major  parts  of  my  comprehensive  energy  policy.  They 
took  no  action  on  my  proposals  to  reorganize  and  reform  health,  education,  child 
nutrition  and  social  services  programs — apparently  preferring  instead  to  con- 
tinue the  current  jumble  of  programs  that  fail  in  too  many  cases  to  help  those 
who  need  and  deserve  our  help. 

They  took  no  action  on  my  recommendation  for  catastrophic  health  insur- 
ance for  older  Americans  and  took  no  action  on  my  request  for  legislation 
that  would  bring  new  jobs  to  areas  of  chronic  unemployment.  They  were  un- 
willing to  follow  my  lead  in  restoring  the  financial  integrity  of  the  social 
security  system.  In  the  heat  of  an  election  year,  they  preferred  to  quietly  duck 
the  entire  issue,  rather  than  do  what  we  all  know  is  right. 

I  hope  the  adjournment  of  this  Congress  marks  the  end  of  an  era — an 
era  marked  by  a  growing  gap  between  Congress  and  the  people.  The  people 
understand  the  need  for  change,  but  this  Congress  has  persisted  in  the  dis- 
credited ways  of  the  past. 

Last  week.  Great  Britain's  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  told  his  people,  "Britain 
for  too  long  has  lived  on  borrowed  time,  borrowed  money,  and  borrowed  ideas. 
We  will  fail  if  we  think  we  can  buy  our  own  way  out  of  our  present  difficulties 
by  printing  confetti  money  and  by  paying  ourselves  more  than  we  earn." 

America  does  not  have  to  repeat  Britain's  experience  to  learn  from  it.  As 
long  as  I  am  President,  I  will  use  every  constitutional  power  at  my  command 
to  avoid  this  situation  in  America. 

I  look  forward  to  working  next  year  with  the  95th  Congress.  The  Congress 
elected  next  month  will,  I  am  convinced,  come  to  Washington  prepared  to 
carry  out  the  will  of  the  people. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  With 
Reporters  in  San  Francisco  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Citizens  for 
Ford  Committee.     October  6,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING,  everybody.  It  is  typical  San  Francisco  weather,  which  we 
enjoy. 

I  am  especially  pleased  this  morning  to  have  the  opportunity  of  announcing 
a  Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  and  the  three  cochairpersons  are  all  very  good 
friends  of  mine.  Let  me  announce  them  individually. 

First,  former  Congresswoman  Edith  Green  of  Oregon.  Edith  and  I  served  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  together  for  19  years.  She  was  on  the  other  side 
of  the  aisle,  but  we  worked  together  in  many,  many  areas  in  order  to  try  and 
enact  good  legislation.  She  was  a  wonderful  person  to  have  on  your  side,  but 
a  person  that  was  awesome  if  she  was  on  the  other  side.  But  I  always  felt  that 
Edith  Green  was  one  of  the  most  able,  most  articulate,  most  dedicated  Members 
of  the  House  that  I  knew  in  my  25-plus  years  as  a  Member.  So  I  am  extremely 
pleased  to  have  Edith  Green  as  one  of  the  cochairpersons  of  the  Citizens  for 
Ford  Committee. 

The  next  is  George  Feldman  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts.  I  first  got  to 
know  George  Feldman  in  1958,  when  he  was  the  staff  director  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Space.  I  was  a  member  of  that  committee.  He  was  chosen  by  the 
then  chairman  of  that  committee,  the  former  Speaker,  John  McCormack.  I 
worked  with  George  Feldman  for  the  whole  time  in  the  hearings  and  the 
writing  of  the  report  and  the  preparation  of  the  legislation.  Subsequently, 
George  served  under  President  Kennedy  as  the  Ambassador  to  Luxembourg 
and  to  Malta.  In  addition,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  United  Nations.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference  in  1961.  Our  friendship  has  gone 
on  from  1958  to  the  present  time,  and  I  thank  him  for  his  willingness  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Citizens  for  Ford  Committee. 

The  third  member  of  this  group  is  Dom  DiMaggio.  Dom  is  well-known 
out  here  on  the  west  coast.  I  have  known  Dom  DiMaggio — because  I  am  an 
avid  reader  of  the  sports  page — I  know  from  the  records  that  he  was  one  of 
the  outstanding  baseball  players  of  alltime.  He  had  a  batting  average  of  .300, 
over  a  good  piany  years  in  the  American  League.  He  contributed  significantly 
to  the  success  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox.  He  is  a  person  who  has  shown  an  active 
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interest  in  public  affairs,  and  I  am  very,  very  pleased  to  have  Dom  DiMaggio 
as  a  member  of  this  group  of  three. 

So,  I  would  like  the  three  of  them — Edith,  George,  and  Dom — to  come  down 
here.  And  we  have  agreed  that  we  will  answer  some  of  your  questions  con- 
cerning the  organization  or  any  questions  that  they  might  like  to  respond  to. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  is  this  a  group  for  Democrats  primarily  ? 

The  President.  This  is  a  group  that  will  permit  Independents  and  Democrats, 
who  wish,  to  support  the  Ford  candidacy.  It  doesn't  put  an  emphasis  on  either 
group.  It  is  a  citizens  committee  that  will  seek  to  invite  and  involve  non- 
Republicans  on  my  behalf. 

Q.  Mrs.  Green,  why  did  you  decide  to  go  Republican  ? 

Mrs.  Green.  I  really  did  not  decide  to  go  Republican.  In  my  own  State  of 
Oregon,  I  am  supporting  a  good  many  of  the  Democrats.  By  and  large  I  am 
supporting  Democrats. 

If  the  question  is  why  did  I  decide  to  support  Ford,  the  reasons  are  many. 
As  the  President  said,  I  worked  with  him  in  the  House  of  Representatives — I 
was  going  to  say  20  years,  19  is  correct — and  during  all  of  these  years  we  knew 
that  President  Ford — Jerry  Ford  at  that  time,  as  the  Minority  Leader — was  a 
very  honest,  decent,  capable  guy.  We  knew  that  when  he  got  up  on  the  floor  he 
had  done  his  homework,  that  he  said  what  he  believed  in.  And  he,  perhaps,  was 
not  the  flamboyant  kind  of  a  person  as  Adam  Clayton  Powell  or  maybe  Bella 
Abzug,^  but  he  was  a  guy  to  be  trusted.  And  that,  very  frankly,  is  the  reason  that 
I  am  supporting  him. 

Q.  Mrs.  Green,  did  you  think  you  did  not  have  an  alternative  in  the  other 
candidate  ?  {Inaudible) 

Mrs.  Green.  I  never,  in  the  20  years  that  I  ran  for  office,  tried  to  say  things  ad- 
versely about  my  opponent.  And  my  comments  are  not  against  anybody  else,  but 
they  are  for  the  President.  And  I  guess  I  just  really  do  not  know  Carter.  I  do  not 
know  what  he  stands  for  and,  believe  me,  I  tried  to  find  out. 

I  do  know  that  the  record  that  the  President  has  set,  not  only  during  the  time 
he  was  in  Congress  but  since,  is  one  where  I  feel  I  have  confidence  in  the  way 
the  country  would  be  run. 

I  might  add  one  other  thing:  When  I  was  in  the  House,  I  was  one  of  those — 
some  400  I  think,  about — who  voted  for  Jerry  Ford  for  the  Vice-Presidency.  And 
I  think  I  do  not  need  to  remind  you  that  at  that  time  there  were  300  FBI  people 
who  were  out  investigating  everything  that  he  had  ever  done  and  said — almost 
from  the  day  you  were  born,  I  guess — and  that  was  a  democratically  controlled 

^  Former  and  present  Representatives  from  New  York,  respectively. 
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Congress,  and  it  was  when  Watergate  was  just  beginning  to  surface,  and  the 
democratically  controlled  House  and  the  Senate  were  certainly  looking  at 
everything  that  Jerry  Ford  had  ever  done. 

It  went  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  the  House.  They  investigated  again.  He 
came  through  with  flying  colors,  and  in  a  democratically  controlled  House  and 
Senate.  As  I  recall,  the  vote  was  somewhere  around  400  to  30,  or  at  least  there 
were  about  30  of  the  Democrats  who  would  not  support  him,  but  the  big  ma- 
jority— 10  to  1  of  Democrats  and  Republicans — voted  for  him  because  they  did 
trust  him  and  knew  that  he  had  been  a  decent  and  honorable  guy. 

Q.  How  are  you  setting  up  the  national  committee  ?  Are  you  going  to  have 
groups  in  every  city  ? 

Mrs.  Green.  We  will  try  to  reach  as  many  people  as  possible.  We  are  going  to 
talk  about  that  this  afternoon,  and  certainly  we  want  to  appeal  to  as  many — not 
only  the  RepubHcans  but  also  the  Independents  and  the  Democrats. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  think  you  will  do  on  the  debates  tonight  on 
foreign  policy  and  defense  ? 

The  President.  Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International],  I  am 
looking  forward  to  it.  I  would  like  to  wait  and  see  how  it  comes  out,  but  I  am 
optimistic  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  it. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  does  the  formation  of  this  group  at  this  time,  a  month  before 
the  election,  indicate  that  your  campaign  is  in  a  little  trouble  with  Democrats 
and  Independents  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all.  I  think  it  is  a  reflection  that  there  are  many,  many 
Independents  and  Democrats  who  are  uncomfortable  with  my  opponent  and 
who  believe  that  the  record  that  I  had,  both  as  a  Member  of  Congress  and  as 
Vice  President  and  as  President,  is  one  that  they  can  wholeheartedly  support. 

We  find  there  is  a  ground  swell  of  Independents  and  Democrats — and  this  is 
reflected  in  the  increase  of  the  Ford  margin  in  the  polls — so  Dom  and  Edith  and 
George  are  going  to  be  the  heads  of  that  group  to  stimulate  an  even  greater 
movement  toward  the  Ford  candidacy. 

Reporter.  Thank  you  very  much. 

The  President.  It  is  nice  to  see  you  all.  See  you  tonight. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:28  a.m.  outside  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sutro,  where  he  stayed 
during  his  visit  to  San  Francisco. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  in  San  Francisco,  California. 
October  6,  1976 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  as  Jimmy  Carter  was  leaving  the  auditorium  here 
he  said  that  he  thought  that  your  insensitivity  towards  blacks  for  not  apologiz- 
ing for  the  Earl  Butz  affair  made  that  a  legitimate  issue  for  this  foreign 
policy  debate.  How  do  you  answer  that  ? 

The  President.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  Governor  Carter  ought  to  think 
back  to  his  comment  about  ethnic  purity,  which  was  interpreted  to  be  a  slur 
against  blacks,  and  his  subsequent  apology.  So,  I  don't  think  his  record 
is  clear  in  itself.  I  think  we  took  the  appropriate  action  in  the  way  we  handled 
the  Butz  matter. 

Q.  No  apology  was  appropriate,  then  ? 

The  President.  Well,  Earl  Butz  did  apologize.  Earl  Butz  did  get  a  repri- 
mand by  me.  That  was  done  several  days  before  his  resignation.  But  I  think 
it's  appropriate  to  bring  up  the  fact  that  a  few  months  ago  Governor  Carter, 
with  his  ethnic  purity  comment,  did  slur  blacks,  and  he  apologized.  Earl  Butz 
did  likewise. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Jimmy  Carter  says  that  when  you  two  debate  tonight, 
you  will  be  debating  as  equals.  Do  you  agree  with  that  ? 

The  President.  I  will  let  the  American  people  decide  that. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  some  of  your  aides  have  indicated  that  you,  as  President 
of  the  United  States,  will  have  more  constraints  on  you  tonight  than  Jimmy 
Carter  will.  I  don't  understand  why  this  is  so.  Can  you  explain?  Or  do  you 
believe  that  ? 

The  President.  I  will  speak  very  frankly.  I  believe  that  a  President,  under 
these  circumstances,  who  has  got  a  good  record  can  speak  forthrightly,  straight- 
forwardly, and  frankly.  And  I  intend  to  do  that. 

Q.  So  you  see  no  constraints  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  see  any. 

Q.  Do  you  plan  to  make  any  new  announcements  tonight  in  terms  of  foreign 
policy  and  defense  initiatives  ? 

The  President.  Listen  carefully. 

Q.  That's  a  hint,  Mr.  President,  isn't  it  ? 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  be  more  aggressive  tonight  than  you  were  at  the  other 
debate  ? 
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The  President.  Ann  [Ann  Compton,  ABC  News],  we  will  wait  and  see. 

Q.  What  is  the  answer  to  Helen's  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  Interna- 
tional] question? 

Q.  It  sounds  like  you  have  got  something  new  up  your  sleeve. 

The  President.  I  just  said  that  you  should  listen  carefully. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  feel  about  this  report  by  the  congressional 
investigators,  the  General  Accounting  Office,  criticizing  your  handling  of  the 
Mayaguez  incident? 

The  President.  It  is  always  very  easy  for  someone  18  months  after  a  very 
critical  issue  has  taken  place  to  write  a  report.  Of  course,  none  of  those  "Johnny- 
come-lately"  Monday  morning  critics  were  there  when  the  incident  happened. 
So,  they  didn't  have  to  make  the  minute-by-minute  decision.  I  can't  help  but 
feel  that  the  issuance  of  that  report  at  this  time  is  another  example  of  partisan 
politics,  and  I  don't  believe  the  American  people  will  believe  somebody  who, 
with  the  luxury  of  18  months  afterwards,  can  sit  back  and  write  a  report.  I 
think  they  will  believe  a  President  who  was  there  and  had  to  make  the  tough 
decisions  on  an  incident  that  was  important  to  the  American  foreign  policy. 

Q.  How  important  is  tonight's  debate  in  the  overall  campaign  ? 

The  President.  They  are  all  very,  very  important.  And  I  look  at  this  one  as 
important,  and  I  look  at  the  one  on  the  22d  as  important. 

Q.  This  one  has  no  special  significance  ? 

The  President.  They  are  all  very  important. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:   The   exchange  began  at   12:19  p.m.  in  the       that  evening. 

Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre,  following  audiovisual  As  printed  above,  this  item  follow^s  the  text  of  the 

tests  for  the  Presidential  campaign  debate  to  be  held       White  House  press  release. 
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Presidential  Campaign  Debate  of 
October  6,  1976 

The  Moderator.  Good  evening.  I  am  PauUne  Frederick  of  NPR  [National 
Public  Radio],  moderator  of  the  second  of  the  historic  debates  of  the  1976  cam- 
paign between  Gerald  R.  Ford  of  Michigan,  Republican  candidate  for  President, 
and  Jimmy  Carter  of  Georgia,  Democratic  candidate  for  President. 

Thank  you.  President  Ford,  and  thank  you.  Governor  Carter,  for  being  v^ith 
us  tonight. 

The  debate  takes  place  before  an  audience  in  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre 
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in  San  Francisco.  An  estimated  100  million  Americans  are  watching  on  tele- 
vision as  well.  San  Francisco  was  the  site  of  the  signing  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter  31  years  ago.  Thus,  it  is  an  appropriate  place  to  hold  this  debate,  the 
subject  of  which  is  foreign  and  defense  issues. 

The  questioners  tonight  are  Max  Frankel,  associate  editor  of  the  New  York 
Times,  Henry  L.  Trewhitt,  diplomatic  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Sun, 
and  Richard  Valeriani,  diplomatic  correspondent  of  NBC  News. 

The  ground  rules  tonight  are  basically  the  same  as  they  were  for  the  first 
debate  2  weeks  ago.  The  questions  will  be  alternated  between  candidates.  By 
the  toss  of  a  coin.  Governor  Carter  will  take  the  first  question. 

Each  question  sequence  will  be  as  follows:  The  question  will  be  asked,  and 
the  candidate  will  have  up  to  3  minutes  to  answer.  His  opponent  will  have  up 
to  2  minutes  to  respond.  And  prior  to  the  response,  the  questioner  may  ask  a 
followup  question  to  clarify  the  candidate's  answer,  when  necessary,  with  up 
to  2  minutes  to  reply.  Each  candidate  will  have  3  minutes  for  a  closing  state- 
ment at  the  end. 

President  Ford  and  Governor  Carter  do  not  have  notes  or  prepared  remarks 
with  them  this  evening,  but  they  may  take  notes  during  the  debate  and  refer 
to  them. 

Mr.  Frankel,  you  have  the  first  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Frankel.  Governor,  since  the  Democrats  last  ran  our  foreign  policy,  in- 
cluding many  of  the  men  who  are  advising  you,  the  country  has  been  relieved 
of  the  Vietnam  agony  and  the  military  draft;  we've  started  arms  control 
negotiations  with  the  Russians;  we've  opened  relations  with  China;  we've  ar- 
ranged the  disengagement  in  the  Middle  East;  we've  regained  influence  with 
the  Arabs  without  deserting  Israel.  Now,  maybe,  we've  even  begun  a  process  of 
peaceful  change  in  Africa. 

Now,  you've  objected  in  this  campaign  to  the  style  with  which  much  of  this 
was  done,  and  you've  mentioned  some  other  things  that  you  think  ought  to 
have  been  done.  But  do  you  really  have  a  quarrel  with  this  Republican  record  ? 
Would  you  not  have  done  any  of  those  things  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I  think  this  Republican  administration  has  been  almost  all 
style  and  spectacular  and  not  substance.  We've  got  a  chance  tonight  to  talk 
about,  first  of  all,  leadership,  the  character  of  our  country,  and  a  vision  of  the 
future.  In  every  one  of  these  instances,  the  Ford  administration  has  failed.  And 
I  hope  tonight  that  I  and  Mr.  Ford  will  have  a  chance  to  discuss  the  reason 
for  those  failures. 

Our  country  is  not  strong  any  more;  we're  not  respected  any  more.  We  can 
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only  be  strong  overseas  if  we're  strong  at  home,  and  when  I  become  President, 
we'll  not  only  be  strong  in  those  areas  but  also  in  defense — a  defense  capability 
second  to  none. 

We've  lost,  in  our  foreign  policy,  the  character  of  the  American  people.  We've 
ignored  or  excluded  the  American  people  and  the  Congress  from  participation 
in  the  shaping  of  our  foreign  policy.  It's  been  one  of  secrecy  and  exclusion. 

In  addition  to  that,  we've  had  a  chance  to  become  now,  contrary  to  our  long- 
standing beliefs  and  principles,  the  arms  merchant  of  the  whole  world.  We've 
tried  to  buy  success  from  our  enemies,  and  at  the  same  time  we've  excluded  from 
the  process  the  normal  friendship  of  our  allies. 

In  addition  to  that,  we've  become  fearful  to  compete  with  the  Soviet  Union 
on  an  equal  basis.  We  talk  about  detente.  The  Soviet  Union  knows  what  they 
want  in  detente,  and  they've  been  getting  it.  We  have  not  known  what  we've 
wanted,  and  we've  been  out-traded  in  almost  every  instance. 

The  other  point  I  want  to  make  is  about  our  defense.  We've  got  to  be  a  nation 
blessed  with  the  defense  capability  that's  efficient,  tough,  capable,  well  or- 
ganized, narrowly  focused  fighting  capability.  The  ability  to  fight  if  necessary 
is  the  best  way  to  avoid  the  chance  for  or  the  requirement  to  fight. 

And  the  last  point  I  want  to  make  is  this:  Mr.  Ford,  Mr.  Kissinger  have 
continued  on  with  the  policies  and  failures  of  Richard  Nixon.  Even  the  Repub- 
lican platform  has  criticized  the  lack  of  leadership  in  Mr.  Ford,  and  they've 
criticized  the  foreign  policy  of  this  administration.  This  is  one  instance  where  I 
agree  with  the  Republican  platform. 

I  might  say  this  in  closing,  and  that  is,  that  as  far  as  foreign  policy  goes,  Mr. 
Kissinger  has  been  the  President  of  this  country.  Mr.  Ford  has  shown  an  absence 
of  leadership  and  an  absence  of  a  grasp  of  what  this  country  is  and  what  it  ought 
to  be.  That's  got  to  be  changed,  and  that  is  one  of  the  major  issues  in  this  cam- 
paign of  1976. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  would  you  like  to  respond  ? 

The  President.  Governor  Carter  again  is  talking  in  broad  generalities.  Let  me 
take  just  one  question  that  he  raises — the  military  strength  and  capability  of 
the  United  States.  Governor  Carter,  in  November  of  1975,  indicated  that  he 
wanted  to  cut  the  defense  budget  by  $15  billion.  A  few  months  later  he  said  he 
wanted  to  cut  the  defense  budget  by  $8  billion  or  $9  billion.  And  more  recently 
he  talks  about  cutting  the  defense  budget  by  $5  billion  to  $7  billion.  There  is  no 
way  you  can  be  strong  militarily  and  have  those  kinds  of  reductions  in  our 
military  appropriations. 

Now  let  me  just  tell  you  a  little  story.  About  late  October  of  1975,  I  asked 
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the  then  Secretary  of  Defense,  Mr.  Schlesinger,  to  tell  me  what  had  to  be  done 
if  we  were  going  to  reduce  the  defense  budget  by  $3  to  $5  billion.  A  few  days 
later  Mr.  Schlesinger  came  back  and  said  if  we  cut  the  defense  budget  by  $3 
to  $5  billion,  we  will  have  to  cut  military  personnel  by  250,000,  civilian  personnel 
by  100,000,  jobs  in  America  by  100,000.  We  would  have  to  stretch  out  our  air- 
craft procurement.  We  would  have  to  reduce  our  naval  construction  program. 
We  would  have  to  reduce  the  research  and  development  for  the  Army,  the  Navy, 
the  Air  Force,  and  Marines  by  8  percent.  We  would  have  to  close  20  military 
bases  in  the  United  States  immediately.  That's  the  kind  of  a  defense  program 
that  Mr.  Carter  wants. 

Let  me  tell  you  this  straight  from  the  shoulder:  You  don't  negotiate  with  Mr. 
Brezhnev  from  weakness.  And  the  kind  of  a  defense  program  that  Mr.  Carter 
wants  will  mean  a  weaker  defense  and  a  poorer  negotiating  position. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Trewhitt,  a  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Trewhitt.  Mr.  President,  my  question  really  is  the  other  side  of  the  coin 
from  Mr.  Frankel's.  For  a  generation  the  United  States  has  had  a  foreign  policy 
based  on  containment  of  communism;  yet  we  have  lost  the  first  war  in  Vietnam, 
we  lost  a  shoving  match  in  Angola,  Communists  threaten  to  come  to  power  by 
peaceful  means  in  Italy,  and  relations  generally  have  cooled  with  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  last  few  months.  So,  let  me  ask  you,  first,  what  do  you  do  about 
such  cases  as  Italy,  and,  secondly,  does  this  general  drift  mean  that  wx're  moving 
back  toward  something  like  an  old  cold  war  relationship  with  the  Soviet  Union  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  we  should  move  to  a  cold  war  relationship. 
I  think  it's  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States  and  the  world  as  a  whole 
that  the  United  States  negotiate  rather  than  go  back  to  the  cold  war  relationship 
with  the  Soviet  Union. 

I  don't  look  at  the  picture  as  bleakly  as  you  have  indicated  in  your  question, 
Mr.  Trewhitt.  I  believe  that  the  United  States  has  had  many  successes  in  recent 
years  and  recent  months  as  far  as  the  Communist  movement  is  concerned.  We 
have  been  successful  in  Portugal  where,  a  year  ago,  it  looked  like  there  was  a 
very  great  possibility  that  the  Communists  would  take  over  in  Portugal.  It 
didn't  happen.  We  have  a  democracy  in  Portugal  today. 

A  few  months  ago — or  I  should  say  maybe  2  years  ago — the  Soviet  Union 
looked  like  they  had  continued  strength  in  the  Middle  East.  Today,  according 
to  Prime  Minister  Rabin,  the  Soviet  Union  is  weaker  in  the  Middle  East  than 
they  have  been  in  many,  many  years.  The  facts  are  the  Soviet  Union  relation- 
ship with  Egypt  is  at  a  low  level;  the  Soviet  Union  relationship  with  Syria  is 
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at  a  very  low  point.  The  United  States  today,  according  to  Prime  Minister 
Rabin  of  Israel,  is  at  a  peak  in  its  influence  and  power  in  the  Middle  East. 

But  let's  turn  for  a  minute  to  the  southern  African  operations  that  are  now 
going  on.  The  United  States  of  America  took  the  initiative  in  southern  Africa. 
We  wanted  to  end  the  bloodshed  in  southern  Africa.  We  wanted  to  have  the 
right  of  self-determination  in  southern  Africa.  We  wanted  to  have  majority 
rule  with  the  full  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  minority.  We  wanted  to  pre- 
serve human  dignity  in  southern  Africa.  We  have  taken  initiative,  and  in 
southern  Africa  today  the  United  States  is  trusted  by  the  black  frontUne  nations 
and  black  Africa.  The  United  States  is  trusted  by  the  other  elements  in  southern 
Africa. 

The  United  States  foreign  policy  under  this  administration  has  been  one  of 
progress  and  success.  And  I  believe  that  instead  of  talking  about  Soviet  progress, 
we  can  talk  about  American  successes. 

And  may  I  make  an  observation — part  of  the  question  you  asked,  Mr.  Tre- 
whitt — I  don't  believe  that  it's  in  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  and  the 
NATO  nations  to  have  a  Communist  government  in  NATO.  Mr.  Carter  has 
indicated  he  would  look  with  sympathy  to  a  Communist  government  in  NATO. 
I  think  that  would  destroy  the  integrity  and  the  strength  of  NATO,  and  I  am 
totally  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  Mr.  Ford,  unfortunately,  has  just  made  a  statement  that's 
not  true.  I  have  never  advocated  a  Communist  government  for  Italy;  that 
would,  obviously,  be  a  ridiculous  thing  for  anyone  to  do  who  wanted  to  be 
President  of  the  country.  I  think  that  this  is  an  instance  for  deliberate  distor- 
tion, and  this  has  occurred  also  in  the  question  about  defense.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I've  never  advocated  any  cut  of  $15  billion  in  our  defense  budget.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  Mr.  Ford  has  made  a  political  football  out  of  the  defense  budget. 

About  a  year  ago,  he  cut  the  Pentagon  budget  $6.8  billion.  After  he  fired 
James  Schlesinger  the  political  heat  got  so  great  that  he  added  back  about  $3 
billion.  When  Ronald  Reagan  won  the  Texas  primary  election,  Mr.  Ford  added 
back  another  $P/4  billion.  Immediately  before  the  Kansas  City  convention  he 
added  back  another  $1.8  billion  in  the  defense  budget.  And  his  own  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  testified  that  he  had  a  $3  billion  cut  insurance  added 
to  the  defense  budget  under  the  pressure  from  the  Pentagon.  Obviously,  this 
is  another  indication  of  trying  to  use  the  defense  budget  for  political  purposes, 
which  he's  trying  to  do  tonight. 

Now,  we  went  into  South  Africa  late,  after  Great  Britain,  Rhodesia,  the  black 
nations  had  been  trying  to  solve  this  problem  for  many,  many  years.  We  didn't 
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go  in  until  right  before  the  election,  similar  to  what  was  taking  place  in  1972, 
when  Mr.  Kissinger  announced  peace  is  at  hand  just  before  the  election  at  that 
time. 

And  we  have  weakened  our  position  in  NATO,  because  the  other  countries 
in  Europe  supported  the  democratic  forces  in  Portugal  long  before  we  did.  We 
stuck  to  the  Portugal  dictatorships  much  longer  than  other  democracies  did 
in  this  world. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Valeriani,  a  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Valeriani.  Governor  Carter,  much  of  what  the  United  States  does 
abroad  is  done  in  the  name  of  the  national  interest.  What  is  your  concept  of  the 
national  interest  ?  What  should  the  role  of  the  United  States  in  the  world  be  ? 
And  in  that  connection,  considering  your  limited  experience  in  foreign  affairs 
and  the  fact  that  you  take  some  pride  in  being  a  Washington  outsider,  don't 
you  think  it  would  be  appropriate  for  you  to  tell  the  American  voters,  before 
the  election,  the  people  that  you  would  like  to  have  in  key  positions  such  as 
Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  Defense,  national  security  affairs  adviser  at  the 
White  House  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I'm  not  going  to  name  my  Cabinet  before  I  get  elected; 
I've  got  a  little  ways  to  go  before  I  start  doing  that.  But  I  have  an  adequate 
background,  I  believe.  I  am  a  graduate  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy,  the  first 
military  graduate  since  Eisenhower.  I've  served  as  Governor  of  Georgia  and 
have  traveled  extensively  in  foreign  countries — in  South  America,  Central  Amer- 
ica, Europe,  the  Middle  East,  and  in  Japan. 

I've  traveled  the  last  21  months  among  the  people  of  this  country.  I've  talked 
to  them,  and  I've  listened.  And  I've  seen  at  firsthand,  in  a  very  vivid  way,  the 
deep  hurt  that's  come  to  this  country  in  the  aftermath  of  Vietnam  and  Cam- 
bodia and  Chile  and  Pakistan  and  Angola  and  Watergate,  CIA  revelations. 

What  we  were  formerly  so  proud  of — the  strength  of  our  country,  its  moral 
integrity,  the  representation  in  foreign  affairs  of  what  our  people  are,  what 
our  Constitution  stands  for — has  been  gone.  And  in  the  secrecy  that  has 
surrounded  our  foreign  policy  in  the  last  few  years,  the  American  people  and 
the  Congress  have  been  excluded. 

I  believe  I  know  what  this  country  ought  to  be.  I've  been  one  who's  loved 
my  Nation,  as  many  Americans  do.  And  I  beUeve  that  there  is  no  limit  placed 
on  what  we  can  be  in  the  future  if  we  can  harness  the  tremendous  resources — 
militarily,  economically— and  the  stature  of  our  people,  the  meaning  of  our 
Constitution  in  the  future. 

Every  time  we've  made  a  serious  mistake  in  foreign  affairs,  it's  been  because 
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the  American  people  have  been  excluded  from  the  process.  If  we  can  just  tap 
the  intelligence  and  ability,  the  sound  commonsense,  and  the  good  judgment 
of  the  American  people,  we  can  once  again  have  a  foreign  policy  to  make  us 
proud  instead  of  ashamed.  And  I'm  not  going  to  exclude  the  American  people 
from  that  process  in  the  future,  as  Mr.  Ford  and  Kissinger  have  done. 

This  is  what  it  takes  to  have  a  sound  foreign  policy:  strong  at  home,  strong 
defense,  permanent  commitments,  not  betray  the  principles  of  our  country,  and 
involve  the  American  people  and  the  Congress  in  the  shaping  of  our  foreign 
policy. 

Every  time  Mr.  Ford  speaks  from  a  position  of  secrecy — in  negotiations  and 
secret  treaties  that  have  been  pursued  and  achieved,  in  supporting  dictatorships, 
in  ignoring  human  rights — we  are  weak  and  the  rest  of  the  world  knows  it. 

So  these  are  the  ways  that  we  can  restore  the  strength  of  our  country.  And  they 
don't  require  long  experience  in  foreign  policy — nobody  has  that  except  a  Pres- 
ident who  served  a  long  time  or  a  Secretary  of  State.  But  my  background,  my 
experience,  my  knowledge  of  the  people  of  this  country,  my  commitment  to 
our  principles  that  don't  change — those  are  the  best  bases  to  correct  the  horrible 
mistakes  of  this  administration  and  restore  our  own  country  to  a  position  of 
leadership  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Valeriani.  How,  specifically.  Governor,  are  you  going  to  bring  the  Amer- 
ican people  into  the  decisionmaking  process  in  foreign  policy  ?  What  does  that 
mean  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  First  of  all,  I  would  quit  conducting  the  decisionmaking  process 
in  secret,  as  has  been  a  characteristic  of  Mr.  Kissinger  and  Mr.  Ford.  In  many 
instances  we've  made  agreements,  like  in  Vietnam,  that  have  been  revealed  later 
on  to  our  embarrassment. 

Recently,  Ian  Smith,  the  President  of  Rhodesia,  announced  that  he  had  un- 
equivocal commitments  from  Mr.  Kissinger  that  he  could  not  reveal.  The  Amer- 
ican people  don't  know  what  those  commitments  are.  We've  seen  in  the  past  a 
destruction  of  elected  governments,  like  in  Chile,  and  the  strong  support  of  mili- 
tary dictatorship  there.  These  kinds  of  things  have  hurt  us  very  much. 

I  would  restore  the  concept  of  the  fireside  chat,  which  was  an  integral  part 
of  the  administration  of  Franklin  Roosevelt.  And  I  would  also  restore  the  in- 
volvement of  the  Congress.  When  Harry  Truman  was  President,  he  was  not 
afraid  to  have  a  strong  Secretary  of  Defense — Dean  Acheson,  George  Marshall 
were  strong  Secretaries  of  State — excuse  me.  State.  But  he  also  made  sure  that 
there  was  a  bipartisan  support.  The  Members  of  Congress,  Arthur  Vandenburg, 
Walter  George,  were  part  of  the  process.  And  before  our  Nation  made  a  secret 
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agreement  and  before  we  made  a  bluffing  statement,  we  were  sure  that  we  had 
the  backing  not  only  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State  but  also  of  the 
Congress  and  the  people.  This  is  a  responsibility  of  the  President,  and  I  think 
it's  very  damaging  to  our  country  for  Mr.  Ford  to  have  turned  over  this  respon- 
sibility to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  do  you  have  a  response  ? 

The  President.  Governor  Carter  again  contradicts  himself.  He  complains 
about  secrecy,  and  yet  he  is  quoted  as  saying  that  in  the  attempt  to  find  a  solu- 
tion in  the  Middle  East,  that  he  would  hold  unpublicized  meetings  with  the 
Soviet  Union — I  presume  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  a  settlement  on  Israel 
and  the  Arab  nations. 

But  let  me  talk  just  a  minute  about  what  we've  done  to  avoid  secrecy  in  the 
Ford  administration.  After  the  United  States  took  the  initiative  in  working  with 
Israel  and  with  Egypt  and  achieving  the  Sinai  II  agreement — and  I  am  proud 
to  say  that  not  a  single  Egyptian  or  Israeli  soldier  has  lost  his  life  since  the  sign- 
ing of  the  Sinai  agreement — but  at  the  time  that  I  submitted  the  Sinai  agree- 
ment to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  I  submitted  every  single  document 
that  was  applicable  to  the  Sinai  II  agreement.  It  was  the  most  complete  docu- 
mentation by  any  President  of  any  agreement  signed  by  a  President  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States. 

Now,  as  far  as  meeting  with  the  Congress  is  concerned,  during  the  24  months 
that  I've  been  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  averaged  better  than  one 
meeting  a  month  with  responsible  groups  or  committees  of  the  Congress,  both 
House  and  Senate. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  appeared,  in  the  several  years  that  he's  been  the 
Secretary,  before  80  different  committee  hearings  in  the  House  and  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Secretary  of  State  has  made  better  than  50  speeches  all  over  the  United 
States  explaining  American  foreign  policy.  I  have  made,  myself,  at  least  10 
speeches  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  where  I  have  discussed  with  the  Ameri- 
can people  defense  and  foreign  policy. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Frankel,  a  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Frankel.  Mr.  President,  I'd  like  to  explore  a  little  more  deeply  our  rela- 
tionship with  the  Russians.  They  used  to  brag,  back  in  Khrushchev's  day,  that 
because  of  their  greater  patience  and  because  of  our  greed  for  business  deals, 
that  they  would  sooner  or  later  get  the  better  of  us.  Is  it  possible  that,  despite 
some  setbacks  in  the  Middle  East,  they've  proved  their  point?  Our  allies  in 
France  and  Italy  are  now  flirting  with  communism;  we've  recognized  a  perma- 
nent Communist  regime  in  East  Germany;  we  virtually  signed,  in  Helsinki,  an 


2415 


[854]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  6 

agreement  that  the  Russians  have  dominance  in  Eastern  Europe;  we  bailed  out 
Soviet  agriculture  v^ith  our  huge  grain  sales,  v^e've  given  them  large  loans, 
access  to  our  best  technology,  and  if  the  Senate  hadn't  interfered  v^ith  the  Jack- 
son Amendment,  maybe  you  vv^ould  have  given  them  even  larger  loans.  Is  that 
v^hat  you  call  a  tw^o-v^ay  street  of  traffic  in  Europe  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  v^e  have  negotiated  w^ith  the  Soviet  Union  since 
I've  been  President  from  a  position  of  strength.  And  let  me  cite  several  examples. 

Shortly  after  I  became  President,  in  December  of  1974,  I  met  v^ith  General 
Secretary  Brezhnev  in  Vladivostok.  And  v^e  agreed  to  a  mutual  cap  on  the  bal- 
listic missile  launchers  at  a  ceiling  of  2,400,  w^hich  means  that  the  Soviet  Union, 
if  that  becomes  a  permanent  agreement,  v^ill  have  to  make  a  reduction  in  their 
launchers  that  they  nov^  have  or  plan  to  have.  I  negotiated  at  Vladivostok  v^ith 
Mr.  Brezhnev  a  limitation  on  the  MIRVing  of  their  ballistic  missiles  at  a  figure 
of  1,320,  v^hich  is  the  first  time  that  any  President  has  achieved  a  cap  either  on 
launchers  or  on  MIRV's. 

It  seems  to  me  that  v^e  can  go  from  there  to  the  grain  sales.  The  grain  sales 
have  been  a  benefit  to  American  agriculture.  We  have  achieved  a  5%-year  sale  of 
a  minimum  of  6  million  metric  tons,  vv^hich  means  that  they  have  already  bought 
about  4  million  metric  tons  this  year  and  are  bound  to  buy  another  2  million 
metric  tons,  to  take  the  grain  and  corn  and  w^heat  that  the  American  farmers 
have  produced  in  order  to  have  full  production.  And  these  grain  sales  to  the 
Soviet  Union  have  helped  us  tremendously  in  meeting  the  cost  of  the  additional 
oil  and  the  oil  that  we  have  bought  from  overseas. 

If  we  turn  to  Helsinki — I  am  glad  you  raised  it,  Mr.  Frankel — ^in  the  case  of 
Helsinki,  35  nations  signed  an  agreement,  including  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Vatican.  I  can't  under  any  circumstances  believe  that  His  Holiness  the 
Pope  would  agree,  by  signing  that  agreement,  that  the  35  nations  have  turned 
over  to  the  Warsaw  Pact  nations  the  domination  of  Eastern  Europe.  It  just  isn't 
true.  And  if  Mr.  Carter  alleges  that  His  Holiness,  by  signing  that,  has  done  it, 
he  is  totally  inaccurate. 

Now,  what  has  been  accomplished  by  the  Helsinki  agreement  ?  Number  one, 
we  have  an  agreement  where  they  notify  us  and  we  notify  them  of  any  military 
maneuvers  that  are  to  be  undertaken.  They  have  done  it  in  both  cases  where 
they've  done  so.  There  is  no  Soviet  domination  of  Eastern  Europe,  and  there 
never  will  be  under  a  Ford  administration. 

Mr.  Frankel.  I'm  sorry,  could  I  just  follow — did  I  understand  you  to  say, 
sir,  that  the  Russians  are  not  using  Eastern  Europe  as  their  own  sphere  of  in- 
fluence and  occupying  most  of  the  countries  there  and  making  sure  with  their 
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troops  that  it's  a  Communist  zone,  whereas  on  our  side  of  the  Une  the  ItaHans 
and  the  French  are  still  flirting  with  the  possibility  of  communism  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe,  Mr.  Frankel,  that  the  Yugoslavians  consider 
themselves  dominated  by  the  Soviet  Union.  I  don't  believe  that  the  Romanians 
consider  themselves  dominated  by  the  Soviet  Union.  I  don't  believe  that  the 
Poles  consider  themselves  dominated  by  the  Soviet  Union.  Each  of  those  coun- 
tries is  independent,  autonomous;  it  has  its  own  territorial  integrity.  And  the 
United  States  does  not  concede  that  those  countries  are  under  the  domination 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  visited  Poland,  Yugoslavia,  and  Ro- 
mania, to  make  certain  that  the  people  of  those  countries  understood  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  dedicated 
to  their  independence,  their  autonomy,  and  their  freedom. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter,  have  you  a  response  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  I  am  not  criticizing  His  Holiness  the 
Pope.  I  was  talking  about  Mr.  Ford. 

The  fact  is  that  secrecy  has  surrounded  the  decisions  made  by  the  Ford  ad- 
ministration. In  the  case  of  the  Helsinki  agreement,  it  may  have  been  a  good 
agreement  at  the  beginning,  but  we  have  failed  to  enforce  the  so-called  Basket  3 
part,  which  ensures  the  right  of  people  to  migrate,  to  join  their  families,  to  be 
free  to  speak  out.  The  Soviet  Union  is  still  jamming  Radio  Free  Europe.  Radio 
Free  Europe  is  being  jammed. 

We've  also  seen  a  very  serious  problem  with  the  so-called  Sonnenfeldt  docu- 
ment which,  apparently,  Mr.  Ford  has  just  endorsed,  which  said  that  there  is 
an  organic  linkage  between  the  Eastern  European  countries  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  And  I  would  like  to  see  Mr.  Ford  convince  the  Polish  Americans  and  the 
Czech  Americans  and  the  Hungarian  Americans  in  this  county  that  those 
countries  don't  live  under  the  domination  and  supervision  of  the  Soviet  Union 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

We  also  have  seen  Mr.  Ford  exclude  himself  from  access  to  the  public.  He 
hasn't  had  a  tough,  cross-examination-type  press  conference  in  over  30  days. 
One  press  conference  he  had  without  sound. 

He's  also  shown  a  weakness  in  yielding  to  pressure.  The  Soviet  Union,  for 
instance,  put  pressure  on  Mr.  Ford,  and  he  refused  to  see  a  symbol  of  human 
freedom  recognized  around  the  world — Alexander  Solzhenitsyn. 

The  Arabs  have  put  pressure  on  Mr.  Ford,  and  he's  yielded,  and  he  has  per- 
mitted a  boycott  by  the  Arab  countries  of  American  businesses  who  trade  with 
Israel,  who  have  American  Jews  owning  or  taking  part  in  the  management  of 
American  companies.  His  own  Secretary  of  Commerce  had  to  be  subpenaed 
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by  the  Congress  to  reveal  the  names  of  businesses  who  were  subject  to  this  boy- 
cott. They  didn't  volunteer  the  information;  he  had  to  be  subpenaed. 

And  the  last  thing  I'd  like  to  say  is  this:  This  grain  deal  with  the  Soviet  Union 
in  '72  was  terrible,  and  Mr.  Ford  made  up  for  it  with  three  embargoes — one 
against  our  own  ally  in  Japan.  That's  not  the  way  to  run  our  foreign  policy,  in- 
cluding international  trade. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Trewhitt,  a  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Trewhitt.  Governor,  I'd  like  to  pick  up  on  that  point,  actually,  and  on 
your  appeal  for  a  greater  measure  of  American  idealism  in  foreign  affairs.  For- 
eign affairs  come  home  to  the  American  public  pretty  much  in  such  issues  as 
oil  embargoes  and  grain  sales,  that  sort  of  thing.  Would  you  be  willing  to  risk 
an  oil  embargo  in  order  to  promote  human  rights  in  Iran,  Saudi  Arabia — with- 
hold arms  from  Saudi  Arabia  for  the  same  purpose  ?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think 
you  have  perhaps  answered  this  final  part,  but  would  you  withhold  grain  from 
the  Soviet  Union  in  order  to  promote  civil  rights  in  the  Soviet  Union  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  would  never  single  out  food  as  a  trade  embargo  item.  If  I  ever 
decided  to  impose  an  embargo  because  of  a  crisis  in  international  relationships, 
it  would  include  all  shipments  of  all  equipment.  For  instance,  if  the  Arab  coun- 
tries ever  again  declare  an  embargo  against  our  Nation  on  oil,  I  would  consider 
that  not  a  military  but  an  economic  declaration  of  war.  And  I  would  respond 
instantly  and  in  kind.  I  would  not  ship  that  Arab  country  anything — no  weap- 
ons, no  spare  parts  for  weapons,  no  oil-drilling  rigs,  no  oil  pipe,  no  nothing. 
I  wouldn't  single  out  just  food. 

Another  thing  I'd  like  to  say  is  this:  In  our  international  trade,  as  I  said  in 
my  opening  statement,  we  have  become  the  arms  merchant  of  the  world.  When 
this  Republican  administration  came  into  office,  we  were  shipping  about  $1 
billion  worth  of  arms  overseas;  now  $10  to  $12  billion  worth  of  arms  overseas 
to  countries  that  quite  often  use  these  weapons  to  fight  each  other. 

The  shift  in  emphasis  has  been  very  disturbing  to  me,  speaking  about  the 
Middle  East.  Under  the  last  Democratic  administration  60  percent  of  all  weap- 
ons that  went  into  the  Middle  East  were  for  Israel.  Nowadays — 75  percent  were 
for  Israel  before — now  60  percent  go  to  the  Arab  countries,  and  this  does  not 
include  Iran.  If  you  include  Iran,  our  present  shipment  of  weapons  to  the  Mid- 
dle East — only  20  percent  goes  to  Israel.  This  is  a  deviation  from  idealism;  it's 
a  deviation  from  a  commitment  to  our  major  ally  in  the  Middle  East,  which  is 
Israel ;  it's  a  yielding  to  economic  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  Arabs  on  the  oil 
issue;  and  it's  also  a  tremendous  indication  that  under  the  Ford  administra- 
tion, we  have  not  addressed  the  energy  policy  adequately. 
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We  still  have  no  comprehensive  energy  policy  in  this  country,  and  it's  an 
overall  sign  of  w^eakness.  When  w^e  are  w^eak  at  home  economically — ^high  un- 
employment, high  inflation,  a  confused  Government,  a  wasteful  Defense  Es- 
tablishment— this  encourages  the  kind  of  pressure  that's  been  put  on  us  suc- 
cessfully. It  would  have  been  inconceivable  10, 15  years  ago  for  us  to  be  brought 
to  our  knees  with  an  Arab  oil  embargo.  But  it  was  done  3  years  ago  and  they're 
still  putting  pressure  on  us  from  the  Arab  countries  to  our  discredit  around  the 
world. 

These  are  the  weaknesses  that  I  see,  and  I  believe  it's  not  just  a  matter  of  ideal- 
ism. It's  a  matter  of  being  tough.  It's  a  matter  of  being  strong.  It's  a  matter  of 
being  consistent.  Our  priorities  ought  to  be,  first  of  all,  to  meet  our  own  mili- 
tary needs;  secondly,  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  allies  and  friends,  and  only  then 
should  we  ship  military  equipment  to  foreign  countries.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Iran  is  going  to  get  80  F-14's  before  we  even  meet  our  own  Air  Force  orders  for 
F-14's,  and  the  shipment  of  Spruance  Class  Destroyers  to  Iran  are  much  more 
highly  sophisticated  than  the  Spruance  Class  Destroyers  that  are  presently  being 
delivered  to  our  own  Navy.  This  is  ridiculous,  and  it  ought  to  be  changed. 

Mr.  Trewhitt.  Governor,  let  me  pursue  that,  if  I  may.  If  I  understand  you 
correctly,  you  would,  in  fact,  to  use  my  examples,  withhold  arms  from  Iran  and 
Saudi  Arabia  even  if  the  risk  was  an  oil  embargo  and  if  they  should  be  securing 
those  arms  from  somewhere  else.  And  then,  if  the  embargo  came,  then  you 
would  respond  in  kind.  Do  I  have  it  correctly? 

Mr.  Carter.  If — Iran  is  not  an  Arab  country,  as  you  know,  it's  a  Moslem  coun- 
try. But  if  Saudi  Arabia  should  declare  an  oil  embargo  against  us,  then  I  would 
consider  that  an  economic  declaration  of  war.  And  I  would  make  sure  that  the 
Saudis  understood  this  ahead  of  time,  so  there  would  be  no  doubt  in  their  mind. 
I  think  under  those  circumstances,  they  would  refrain  from  pushing  us  to  our 
knees  as  they  did  in  1973  with  the  previous  oil  embargo. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  Governor  Carter  apparently  doesn't  realize  that  since  I've  been 
President,  we  have  sold  to  the  Israelis  over  $4  billion  in  military  hardware.  We 
have  made  available  to  the  Israelis  over  45  percent  of  the  total  economic  and 
military  aid  since  the  establishment  of  Israel  27  years  ago.  So,  the  Ford  admin- 
istration has  done  a  good  job  in  helping  our  good  ally,  Israel,  and  we're  dedi- 
cated to  the  survival  and  security  of  Israel. 

I  believe  that  Governor  Carter  doesn't  realize  the  need  and  necessity  for  arms 
sales  to  Iran.  He  indicates  he  would  not  make  those.  Iran  is  bordered  very  ex- 
tensively by  the  Soviet  Union.  Iran  has  Iraq  as  one  of  its  neighbors.  The  Soviet 
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Union  and  the  Communist-dominated  government  of  Iraq  are  neighbors  of 
Iran,  and  Iran  is  an  ally  of  the  United  States.  It's  my  strong  feeling  that  we 
ought  to  sell  arms  to  Iran  for  its  own  national  security  and  as  an  ally,  a  strong 
ally,  of  the  United  States. 

The  history  of  our  relationship  with  Iran  goes  back  to  the  days  of  President 
Truman,  when  he  decided  that  it  was  vitally  necessary  for  our  own  security, 
as  well  as  that  of  Iran,  that  we  should  help  that  country.  And  Iran  has  been  a 
good  ally.  In  1973  when  there  was  an  oil  embargo,  Iran  did  not  participate; 
Iran  continued  to  sell  oil  to  the  United  States.  I  believe  that  it's  in  our  interest 
and  in  the  interest  of  Israel  and  Iran  and  Saudi  Arabia  for  the  United  States 
to  sell  arms  to  those  countries.  It's  for  their  security  as  well  as  ours. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Valeriani,  a  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Valeriani.  Mr.  President,  the  policy  of  your  administration  is  to  nor- 
malize relations  with  mainland  China.  That  means  establishing,  at  some  point, 
full  diplomatic  relations  and,  obviously,  doing  something  about  the  mutual  de- 
fense treaty  with  Taiwan.  If  you  are  elected,  will  you  move  to  establish  full  dip- 
lomatic relations  with  Peking,  and  will  you  abrogate  the  mutual  defense  treaty 
with  Taiwan?  And,  as  a  corollary,  would  you  provide  mainland  China  with 
military  equipment  if  the  Chinese  were  to  ask  for  it  ? 

The  President.  Our  relationship  with  the  People's  RepubUc  of  China  is 
based  upon  the  Shanghai  communique  of  1972.  That  communique  calls  for  the 
normalization  of  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  People's  Repub- 
Uc. It  doesn't  set  a  time  schedule;  it  doesn't  make  a  determination  as  to  how 
that  relationship  should  be  achieved  in  relationship  to  our  current  diplomatic 
recognition  and  obligations  to  the  Taiwanese  Government.  The  Shanghai  com- 
munique does  say  that  the  differences  between  the  People's  Republic  on  the  one 
hand  and  Taiwan  on  the  other  shall  be  settled  by  peaceful  means. 

The  net  result  is  this  administration — and  during  my  time  as  the  President 
for  the  next  4  years — we  will  continue  to  move  for  normalization  of  relations 
in  the  traditional  sense.  And  we  will  insist  that  the  disputes  between  Taiwan 
and  the  People's  Republic  be  setded  peacefully,  as  was  agreed  in  the  Shanghai 
communique  of  1972. 

The  Ford  administration  will  not  let  down,  will  not  eliminate  or  forget  ouf 
obligation  to  the  people  of  Taiwan.  We  feel  that  there  must  be  a  continued 
obligation  to  the  people,  the  some  19  or  20  million  people  in  Taiwan,  and  as 
we  move  during  the  next  4  years,  those  will  be  the  policies  of  this  administration. 

Mr.  Valeriani.  Sir,  the  military  equipment  for  the  mainland  Chinese? 

The  President.  There  is  no  policy  of  this  Government  to  give  to  the  People's 
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Republic,  or  to  sell  to  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  military  equipment.  I  do 
not  beUeve  that  we,  the  United  States,  should  sell,  give,  or  otherwise  transfer 
military  hardware  to  the  People's  Republic  of  China  or  any  other  Communist 
nations,  such  as  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  like. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  I'd  like  to  go  back  just  one  moment  to  the  previous  question, 
where  Mr.  Ford,  I  think,  confused  the  issue  by  trying  to  say  that  we're  ship- 
ping Israel  40  percent  of  our  aid.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  during  this  current  year,  we 
are  shipping  Iran — or  have  contracted  to  ship  to  Iran — about  $7^/4  billion  worth 
of  arms  and  also  to  Saudi  Arabia  about  $7j/2  billion  worth  of  arms. 

Also,  in  1975  we  almost  brought  Israel  to  their  knees  after  the  Yom  Kippur 
war  by  the  so-called  reassessment  of  our  relationship  to  Israel.  We,  in  effect, 
tried  to  make  Israel  the  scapegoat  for  the  problems  in  the  Middle  East.  And  this 
weakened  our  relationship  with  Israel  a  great  deal  and  put  a  cloud  on  the  total 
commitment  that  our  people  feel  toward  the  Israelis.  There  ought  to  be  a  clear, 
unequivocal  commitment  without  change  to  Israel. 

In  the  Far  East  I  think  we  need  to  continue  to  be  strong,  and  I  would  cer- 
tainly pursue  the  normalization  of  relationships  with  the  People's  Republic  of 
China.  We  opened  up  a  great  opportunity  in  1972 — which  has  pretty  well  been 
frittered  away  under  Mr.  Ford — that  ought  to  be  a  constant  inclination  toward 
friendship.  But  I  would  never  let  that  friendship  with  the  People's  Republic  of 
China  stand  in  the  way  of  the  preservation  of  the  independence  and  freedom 
of  the  people  on  Taiwan. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Frankel,  a  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Frankel.  Governor,  we  always  seem,  in  our  elections,  and  maybe  in  be- 
tween, too,  to  argue  about  who  can  be  tougher  in  the  world.  Give  or  take  a  few 
billion  dollars,  give  or  take  one  weapons  systems,  our  leading  politicians,  and  I 
think  you  two  gentlemen,  seem  to  settle  roughly  on  the  same  strategy  in  the 
world  at  roughly  the  same  Pentagon  budget  cost. 

How  bad  do  things  have  to  get  in  our  own  economy,  or  how  much  backward- 
ness and  hunger  would  it  take  in  the  world  to  persuade  you  that  our  national 
security  and  our  survival  required  very  drastic  cutbacks  in  arms  spending  and 
dramatic  new  efforts  in  other  directions  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  always  in  the  past  we  have  had  an  ability  to  have  a  strong 
defense  and  also  to  have  a  strong  domestic  economy  and  also  to  be  strong  in  our 
reputation  and  influence  within  the  community  of  nations.  These  characteris- 
tics of  our  country  have  been  endangered  under  Mr.  Ford.  We  are  no  longer 
respected.  In  a  showdown  vote  in  the  United  Nations  or  in  any  other  interna- 
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tional  council  we  are  lucky  to  get  20  percent  of  the  other  nations  to  vote  with  us. 
Our  allies  feel  that  we've  neglected  them.  The  so-called  Nixon  shocks  against 
Japan  have  weakened  our  relationships  there.  Under  this  administration  we  have 
also  had  an  inclination  to  keep  separate  the  European  countries,  thinking  that  if 
they  are  separate,  then  we  can  dominate  them  and  proceed  with  our  secret  Lone 
Ranger-type  diplomatic  efforts. 

I  would  also  like  to  point  out  that  we  in  this  country  have  let  our  economy  go 
down  the  drain — the  worst  inflation  since  the  Great  Depression,  the  highest  un- 
employment of  any  developed  nation  of  the  world.  We  have  a  higher  unemploy- 
ment rate  in  this  country  than  Great  Britain,  than  West  Germany;  our  unem- 
ployment rate  is  twice  as  high  as  it  is  in  Italy;  it's  three  or  four  times  as  high  as 
it  is  in  Japan.  And  that  terrible  circumstance  in  this  country  is  exported  over- 
seas. We  comprise  about  30  percent  of  the  world's  economic  trade  power  influ- 
ence. And  when  we  are  weak  at  home,  weaker  than  all  our  allies,  that  weakness 
weakens  the  whole  free  world.  So,  strong  economy  is  very  important. 

Another  thing  that  we  need  to  do  is  to  reestablish  the  good  relationships  that 
we  ought  to  have  between  the  United  States  and  our  natural  allies  and  friends — 
they  have  felt  neglected.  And  using  that  base  of  strength,  and  using  the  ideal- 
ism, the  honesty,  the  predictability,  the  commitment,  the  integrity  of  our  own 
country — that's  where  our  strength  lies.  And  that  would  permit  us  to  deal  with 
the  developing  nations  in  a  position  of  strength. 

Under  this  administration,  we've  had  a  continuation  of  a  so-called  "balance  of 
power  politics"  where  everything  is  looked  on  as  a  struggle  between  us  on  the  one 
side  and  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  other.  Our  allies,  the  smaller  countries,  get 
trampled  in  the  rush. 

What  we  need  is  to  try  to  seek  individualized,  bilateral  relationships  with 
countries  regardless  of  their  size  and  to  establish  world  order  politics,  which 
means  we  want  to  preserve  peace  through  strength.  We  also  want  to  revert  back 
to  the  stature  and  the  respect  that  our  country  had  in  previous  administrations. 
Now,  I  can't  say  when  this  can  come,  but  I  can  guarantee  it  will  not  come  if 
Gerald  Ford  is  reelected  and  this  present  policy  is  continued.  It  will  come  if  I 
am  elected. 

Mr.  Frankel.  If  I  hear  you  right,  sir,  you  are  saying  guns  and  butter  both, 
but  President  Johnson  also  had  trouble  keeping  up  both  Vietnam  and  his  domes- 
tic programs.  I  was  really  asking,  when  do  the  needs  of  the  cities  and  our  own 
needs  and  those  of  other  backward  and  even  more  needy  countries  and  societies 
around  the  world  take  precedence  over  some  of  our  military  spending  ?  Ever  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Let  me  say  very  quickly  that  under  President  Johnson,  in  spite 
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of  the  massive  investment  in  the  Vietnam  war,  he  turned  over  a  balanced  budget 
to  Mr.  Nixon.  The  unemployment  rate  w^as  less  than  4  percent.  The  inflation 
rate  under  Kennedy  and  Johnson  w2ls  about  2  percent — one-third  v^hat  it  is  un- 
der this  administration.  So,  wc  did  have  at  that  time,  vv^ith  good  management, 
the  ability  to  do  both.  I  don't  think  anybody  can  say  that  Johnson  and  Kennedy 
neglected  the  poor  and  the  destitute  people  in  this  country  or  around  the  w^orld. 

But  I  can  say  this:  The  number  one  responsibiUty  of  any  President,  above  all 
else,  is  to  guarantee  the  security  of  our  Nation,  an  ability  to  be  free  of  the  threat 
of  attack  or  blackmail  and  to  carry  out  our  obligations  to  our  allies  and  friends 
and  to  carry  out  a  legitimate  foreign  policy.  They  must  go  hand  in  hand.  But 
the  security  of  this  Nation  has  got  to  come  first. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  Let  me  say  very  categorically,  you  cannot  maintain  the  secu- 
rity and  the  strength  of  the  United  States  with  the  kind  of  defense  budget  cuts 
that  Governor  Carter  has  indicated.  In  1975  he  wanted  to  cut  the  budget  $15 
billion.  He  is  now  down  to  a  figure  of  $5  billion  to  $7  billion.  Reductions  of  that 
kind  will  not  permit  the  United  States  to  be  strong  enough  to  deter  aggression 
and  maintain  the  peace. 

Governor  Carter  apparently  does  not  know  the  facts.  As  soon  as  I  became 
President,  I  initiated  meetings  with  the  NATO  heads  of  state  and  met  with 
them  in  Brussels  to  discuss  how  we  could  improve  the  defense  relationship  in 
Western  Europe.  In  November  of  1975, 1  met  with  the  leaders  of  the  five  indus- 
trial nations  in  France  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  we  could  do,  acting  to- 
gether, to  meet  the  problems  of  the  coming  recession.  In  Puerto  Rico  this  year, 
I  met  with  six  of  the  leading  industrial  nations'  heads  of  state  to  meet  the  prob- 
lem of  inflation  so  we  would  be  able  to  solve  it  before  it  got  out  of  hand. 

I  have  met  with  the  heads  of  government,  bilaterally  as  well  as  multilaterally. 
Our  relations  with  Japan  have  never  been  better.  I  was  the  first  United  States 
President  to  visit  Japan.  And  we  had  the  Emperor  of  Japan  here  this  past  year. 
And  the  net  result  is  Japan  and  the  United  States  are  working  more  closely 
together  now  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  our  relationship.  You  can  go 
around  the  world — and  let  me  take  Israel,  for  example.  Just  recently,  President 
[Prime  Minister]  Rabin  said  that  our  relations  were  never  better. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Trewhitt,  a  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Trewhitt.  Mr.  President,  you  referred  earlier  to  your  meeting  with  Mr. 
Brezhnev  at  Vladivostok  in  1974.  You  agreed  on  that  occasion  to  try  to  achieve 
another  strategic  arms  limitation — SALT — agreement  within  the  year.  Nothing 
happened  in  1975  or  not  very  much  publicly,  at  least,  and  those  talks  are  still 
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dragging,  and  things  got  quieter  as  the  current  season  approached.  Is  there  a  bit 
of  poHtics  involved  there,  perhaps  on  both  sides  ?  Or,  perhaps  more  important, 
are  interim  weapons  developments — and  I  am  thinking  of  such  things  as  the 
cruise  missile  and  the  Soviet  SS-20  intermediate  range  rocket — making  SALT 
irrelevant,  bypassing  the  SALT  negotiations  ? 

The  President.  First,  v/t  have  to  understand  that  SALT  I  expires  October  3, 
1977.  Mr.  Brezhnev  and  I  met  in  Vladivostok  in  December  of  1974  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  to  take  the  initial  steps  so  wt  could  have  a  SALT  II  agreement 
that  v^ould  go  to  1985.  As  I  indicated  earlier,  w^e  did  agree  on  a  2,400  limitation 
on  launchers  of  ballistic  missiles.  That  vv^ould  mean  a  cutback  in  the  Soviet 
program.  It  w^ould  not  interfere  w^ith  our  ow^n  program.  At  the  same  time  v^e 
put  a  limitation  of  1,320  on  MIR  Vs. 

Our  technicians  have  been  v^orking  since  that  time  in  Geneva  trying  to  put 
into  technical  language  an  agreement  that  can  be  verified  by  both  parties.  In 
the  meantime  there  has  developed  the  problem  of  the  Soviet  Backfire,  their 
high  performance  aircraft,  w^hich  they  say  is  not  a  long-range  aircraft  and  v^hich 
some  of  our  people  say  is  an  intercontinental  aircraft.  In  the  interim  there  has 
been  the  development  on  our  part  primarily,  the  cruise  missiles — cruise  missiles 
that  could  be  launched  from  land-based  mobile  installations;  cruise  missiles  that 
could  be  launched  from  high  performance  aircraft  like  the  B-52's  or  the  B-l's, 
which  I  hope  w^e  proceed  w^ith ;  cruise  missiles  v^hich  could  be  launched  from 
either  surface  or  submarine  naval  vessels.  Those  gray  area  w^eapons  systems  are 
creating  some  problems  in  the  agreement  for  a  SALT  II  negotiation. 

But  I  can  say  that  I  am  dedicated  to  proceeding.  And  I  met  just  last  w^eek 
v^ith  the  Foreign  Minister  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and  he  indicated  to  me  that  the 
Soviet  Union  w^as  interested  in  narrow^ing  the  differences  and  making  a  realistic 
and  a  sound  compromise. 

I  hope  and  trust  in  the  best  interests  of  both  countries  and  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  all  peoples  throughout  this  globe  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United 
States  can  make  a  mutually  beneficial  agreement  because,  if  wt  do  not  and 
SALT  I  expires  on  October  3,  1977,  you  v^ill  unleash  again  an  all-out  nuclear 
arms  race  v^ith  the  potential  of  a  nuclear  holocaust  of  unbelievable  dimensions. 
So,  it  is  the  obligation  of  the  President  to  do  just  that,  and  I  intend  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Trev^hitt.  Mr.  President,  let  me  follow  that  up.  Til  submit  that  the  cruise 
missile  adds  a  whole  new  dimension  to  the  arms  competition,  and  then  cite  a 
statement  by  your  office  to  the  arms  control  association  a  few  days  ago  in  which 
you  said  that  the  cruise  missile  might  eventually  be  included  in  a  comprehensive 
arms  limitation  agreement,  but  that  in  the  meantime  it  was  an  essential  part  of 
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the  American  strategic  arsenal.  Now,  may  I  assume  from  that  that  you  are  tend- 
ing to  exclude  the  cruise  missile  from  the  next  SALT  agreement,  or  is  it  still 
negotiable  in  that  context? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  the  cruise  missiles  which  we  are  now  developing 
in  research  and  development  across  the  spectrum — ^from  air,  from  the  sea,  or 
from  the  land — can  be  included  within  a  SALT  II  agreement.  They  are  a  new 
weapons  system  that  has  a  great  potential,  both  conventional  and  nuclear  armed. 
At  the  same  time  we  have  to  make  certain  that  the  Soviet  Union's  Backfire, 
which  they  claim  is  not  an  intercontinental  aircraft  and  which  some  of  our 
people  contend  is,  must  also  be  included  if  we  are  to  get  the  kind  of  an  agreement 
which  is  in  the  best  interests  of  both  countries. 

And  I  really  believe  that  it's  far  better  for  us  and  for  the  Soviet  Union  and, 
more  importantly,  for  the  people  around  the  world  that  these  two  super  powers 
find  an  answer  for  a  SALT  II  agreement  before  October  3,  1977.  I  think  good 
will  on  both  parts,  hard  bargaining  by  both  parties,  and  a  reasonable  compro- 
mise will  be  in  the  best  interests  of  all  parties. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  Mr.  Ford  acts  like  he  is  running  for  President  for  the  first 
time.  He  has  been  in  office  2  years,  and  there  has  been  absolutely  no  progress 
made  toward  a  new  SALT  agreement.  He  has  learned  the  date  of  the  expira- 
tion of  SALT  I,  apparently. 

We  have  seen  in  this  world  a  development  of  a  tremendous  threat  to  us.  As  a 
nuclear  engineer  myself,  I  know  the  limitations  and  capabilities  of  atomic 
power.  I  also  know  that  as  far  as  the  human  beings  on  this  Earth  are  concerned, 
that  the  nonproliferation  of  atomic  weapons  is  number  one.  Only  in  the  last 
few  days,  with  the  election  approaching,  has  Mr.  Ford  taken  any  interest  in  a 
nonproliferation  movement. 

I  advocated  last  May,  in  a  speech  at  the  United  Nations,  that  we  move  imme- 
diately as  a  nation  to  declare  a  complete  moratorium  on  the  testing  of  all  nuclear 
devices,  both  weapons  and  peaceful  devices,  that  we  not  ship  any  more  atomic 
fuel  to  a  country  that  refuses  to  comply  with  strict  controls  over  the  waste  which 
can  be  reprocessed  into  explosives.  I've  also  advocated  that  we  stop  the  sale  by 
Germany  and  France  of  reprocessing  plants  to  Pakistan  and  Brazil.  Mr.  Ford 
hasn't  moved  on  this.  We  also  need  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  enriched 
uranium.  Mr.  Ford  again,  under  pressure  from  the  atomic  energy  lobby,  has 
insisted  that  this  reprocessing  or  rather  reenrichment  be  done  by  private  industry 
and  not  by  the  existing  government  plants. 

This  kind  of  confusion  and  absence  of  leadership  has  let  us  drift  now  for 
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2  years  with  the  constantly  increasing  threat  of  atomic  weapons  throughout  the 
world.  We  now  have  five  nations  that  have  atomic  bombs  that  we  know  about. 
If  we  continue  under  Mr.  Ford's  policy,  by  1985  or  '90  we  will  have  20  nations 
that  have  the  capability  of  exploding  atomic  weapons.  This  has  got  to  be 
stopped.  That  is  one  of  the  major  challenges  and  major  undertakings  that  I  will 
assume  as  the  next  President. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Valeriani,  a  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Valeriani.  Governor  Carter,  earlier  tonight  you  said  America  is  not 
strong  anymore,  America  is  not  respected  anymore.  And  I  feel  I  must  ask  you, 
do  you  really  believe  that  the  United  States  is  not  the  strongest  country  in  the 
world  ?  Do  you  really  believe  that  the  United  States  is  not  the  most  respected 
country  in  the  world,  or  is  that  just  campaign  rhetoric  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  No,  it's  not  just  campaign  rhetoric.  I  think  that  militarily  we 
are  as  strong  as  any  nation  on  Earth.  I  think  we've  got  to  stay  that  way  and 
continue  to  increase  our  capabilities  to  meet  any  potential  threat.  But  as  far  as 
strength  derived  from  commitment  to  principles;  as  far  as  strength  derived  from 
the  unity  within  our  country;  as  far  as  strength  derived  from  the  people,  the 
Congress,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  President,  sharing  in  the  evolution  and 
carrying  out  of  a  foreign  policy;  as  far  as  strength  derived  from  the  respect 
of  our  own  allies  and  friends,  their  assurance  that  we  will  be  staunch  in  our 
commitment,  that  we  will  not  deviate,  and  we  will  give  them  adequate  atten- 
tion; as  far  as  strength  derived  from  doing  what  is  right,  caring  for  the  poor, 
providing  food,  becoming  the  breadbasket  of  the  world  instead  of  the  arms 
merchant  of  the  world — in  those  respects  we  are  not  strong.  Also,  we  will  never 
be  strong  again  overseas  unless  we  are  strong  at  home.  And  with  our  economy 
in  such  terrible  disarray,  and  getting  worse  by  the  month — we  have  got  500,000 
more  Americans  unemployed  today  than  we  had  3  months  ago;  we  have  got  2^4 
million  more  Americans  out  of  work  now  than  we  had  when  Mr.  Ford  took 
office — this  kind  of  deterioration  in  our  economic  strength  is  bound  to  weaken 
us  around  the  world. 

And  we  not  only  have  problems  at  home  but  we  export  those  problems  over- 
seas. So,  as  far  as  the  respect  of  our  own  people  toward  our  own  Government, 
as  far  as  participation  in  the  shaping  of  concepts  and  commitments,  as  far  as 
a  trust  of  our  country  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  far  as  dependence  of 
our  country  in  meeting  the  needs  and  obligations  that  we've  expressed  to  our 
allies,  as  far  as  the  respect  of  our  country,  even  among  our  potential  adversaries, 
we  are  weak.  Potentially,  we  are  strong.  Under  this  administration  that  strength 
has  not  been  realized. 
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The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  Governor  Carter  brags  about  the  unemployment  during  Dem- 
ocratic administrations  and  condemns  the  unemployment  at  the  present  time. 
I  must  remind  him  that  we  are  at  peace,  and  during  the  period  that  he  brags 
about  unemployment  being  low,  the  United  States  was  at  war. 

Now  let  me  correct  one  other  comment  that  Governor  Carter  has  made.  I 
have  recommended  to  the  Congress  that  we  develop  the  uranium  enrichment 
plant  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  which  is  a  publicly  owned  U,S.  Government  facility, 
and  have  indicated  that  the  private  program  which  would  follow  on  in  Alabama 
is  one  that  may  or  may  not  be  constructed,  but  I  committed  to  the  one  at  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio. 

The  Governor  also  talks  about  morality  in  foreign  policy.  The  foreign  policy 
of  the  United  States  meets  the  highest  standards  of  morality.  What  is  more  moral 
than  peace  ?  And  the  United  States  is  at  peace  today.  What  is  more  moral  in 
foreign  policy  than  for  the  administration  to  take  the  lead  in  the  World  Food 
Conference  in  Rome  in  1974,  when  the  United  States  committed  6  million  metric 
tons  of  food,  over  60  percent  of  the  food  committed  for  the  disadvantaged  and 
underdeveloped  nations  of  the  world  ?  The  Ford  administration  wants  to  eradi- 
cate hunger  and  disease  in  our  underdeveloped  countries  throughout  the  world. 
What  is  more  moral  than  for  the  United  States  under  the  Ford  administration 
to  take  the  lead  in  southern  Africa,  in  the  Middle  East?  Those  are  initiatives 
in  foreign  policy  which  are  of  the  highest  moral  standards.  And  that  is  indica- 
tive of  the  foreign  policy  of  this  country. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Frankel,  a  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Frankel.  Mr.  President,  can  we  stick  with  morality  ?  For  a  lot  of  people 
it  seems  to  cover  a  bunch  of  sins. 

Mr.  Nixon  and  Mr.  Kissinger  used  to  tell  us  that  instead  of  moraHty  we  had 
to  worry  in  the  world  about  living  with  and  letting  live  all  kinds  of  govern- 
ments that  we  really  didn't  like — North  and  South  Korean  dictators,  Chilean 
fascists,  Chinese  Communists,  Iranian  emperors,  and  so  on.  They  said  the  only 
way  to  get  by  in  a  wicked  world  was  to  treat  others  on  the  basis  of  how  they 
treated  us  and  not  how  they  treated  their  own  people. 

But  more  recently  we  seem  to  have  taken  a  different  tack.  We  seem  to  have 
decided  that  it  is  part  of  our  business  to  tell  the  Rhodesians,  for  instance,  that 
the  way  they  are  treating  their  own  black  people  is  wrong  and  they've  got  to 
change  their  government.  And  we  put  pressure  on  them.  We  were  rather  liberal 
in  our  advice  to  the  Italians  as  to  how  to  vote. 

Is  this  a  new  Ford  foreign  policy  in  the  making?  Can  we  expect  that  you 
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are  now  going  to  turn  to  South  Africa  and  force  them  to  change  their  govern- 
ment, to  intervene  in  similar  ways  to  end  the  bloodshed,  as  you  called  it,  say 
in  Chile  or  Chilean  prisons,  and  to  throw  our  weight  around  for  the  values  that 
we  hold  dear  in  the  world  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  our  foreign  poUcy  must  express  the  highest 
standards  of  morality,  and  the  initiatives  that  we  took  in  southern  Africa  are 
the  best  examples  of  what  this  administration  is  doing  and  will  continue  to  do  in 
the  next  4  years. 

If  the  United  States  had  not  moved  when  we  did  in  southern  Africa,  there  is 
no  doubt  there  would  have  been  an  acceleration  of  bloodshed  in  that  tragic  part 
of  the  world.  If  we  had  not  taken  our  initiative,  it's  very,  very  possible  that  the 
Government  of  Rhodesia  would  have  been  overrun  and  that  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  Cubans  would  have  dominated  southern  Africa. 

So,  the  United  States,  seeking  to  preserve  the  principle  of  self-determination, 
to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  bloodshed,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  minority  as 
we  insisted  upon  the  rights  of  the  majority,  I  believe  followed  the  good  con- 
science of  the  American  people  in  foreign  policy,  and  I  believe  that  we  have 
used  our  skill.  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  has  done  a  superb  job  in  working 
with  the  black  African  nations,  the  so-called  frondine  nations.  He  has  done  a 
superb  job  in  getting  the  Prime  Minister  of  South  Africa,  Mr.  Vorster,  to 
agree  that  the  time  had  come  for  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  Rhodesia.  Secretary 
Kissinger,  in  his  meeting  with  Prime  Minister  Smith  of  Rhodesia,  was  able  to 
convince  him  that  it  was  in  the  best  interests  of  whites  as  well  as  blacks  in 
Rhodesia  to  find  an  answer  for  a  transitional  government  and  then  a  majority 
government. 

This  is  a  perfect  example  of  the  kind  of  leadership  that  the  United  States, 
under  this  administration,  has  taken.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  this  administra- 
tion will  follow  that  high  moral  principle  in  our  future  efforts  in  foreign 
policy,  including  our  efforts  in  the  Middle  East,  where  it  is  vitally  important 
because  the  Middle  East  is  the  crossroads  of  the  world.  There  have  been  more 
disputes,  and  it's  an  area  where  there  is  more  volatility  than  any  other  place 
in  the  world.  But  because  Arab  nations  and  the  Israelis  trust  the  United  States, 
we  were  able  to  take  the  lead  in  the  Sinai  II  agreement. 

And  I  can  assure  you  that  the  United  States  will  have  the  leadership  role  in 
moving  toward  a  comprehensive  settlement  of  the  Middle  Eastern  problems— 
I  hope  and  trust  as  soon  as  possible — and  we  will  do  it  with  the  highest  moral 
principles. 
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Mr.  Fr/vnkel.  Mr.  President,  just  clarify  one  point.  There  are  lots  of  majorities 
in  the  world  that  feel  they  are  being  pushed  around  by  minority  governments. 
And  are  you  saying  they  can  now  expect  to  look  to  us  for  not  just  good  cheer 
but  throwing  our  weight  on  their  side  in  South  Africa  or  on  Taiwan  or  in  Chile, 
to  help  change  their  governments  as  in  Rhodesia  ? 

The  President.  I  would  hope  that  as  we  move  to  one  area  of  the  world  from 
another — and  the  United  States  must  not  spread  itself  too  thinly;  that  was  one 
of  the  problems  that  helped  to  create  the  circumstances  in  Vietnam — ^but  as  we 
as  a  nation  find  that  we  are  asked  by  the  various  parties,  either  one  nation  against 
another  or  individuals  within  a  nation,  that  the  United  States  will  take  the 
leadership  and  try  to  resolve  the  differences. 

Let  me  take  South  Korea  as  an  example.  I  have  personally  told  President 
Park  that  the  United  States  does  not  condone  the  kind  of  repressive  measures 
that  he  has  taken  in  that  country.  But  I  think  in  all  fairness  and  equity,  we 
have  to  recognize  the  problem  that  South  Korea  has.  On  the  north  they  have 
North  Korea  with  500,000  well-trained,  well-equipped  troops.  They  are  sup- 
ported by  the  People's  Republic  of  China.  They  are  supported  by  the  Soviet 
Union.  South  Korea  faces  a  very  delicate  situation.  Now,  the  United  States  in 
this  case,  this  administration  has  recommended  a  year  ago — and  we  have  re- 
iterated it  again  this  year— that  the  United  States,  South  Korea,  North  Korea, 
and  the  People's  Republic  of  China  sit  down  at  a  conference  table  to  resolve  the 
problems  of  the  Korean  peninsula.  This  is  a  leadership  role  that  the  United 
States,  under  this  administration,  is  carrying  out.  And  if  we  do  it — and  I  think 
the  opportunities  and  the  possibilities  are  getting  better — we  will  have  solved 
many  of  the  internal  domestic  problems  that  exist  in  South  Korea  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Ford  didn't  comment  on  the  prisons  in  Chile. 
This  is  a  typical  example,  maybe  of  many  others,  where  this  administration  over- 
threw an  elected  government  and  helped  to  establish  a  military  dictatorship. 
This  has  not  been  an  ancient  history  story.  Last  year,  under  Mr.  Ford,  of  all  the 
Food  for  Peace  that  went  to  South  America,  85  percent  went  to  the  military 
dictatorship  in  Chile. 

Another  point  I  want  to  make  is  this:  He  says  we  have  to  move  from  one  area 
of  the  world  to  another.  That  is  one  of  the  problems  with  this  administration's 
so-called  shuttle  diplomacy.  While  the  Secretary  of  State  is  in  one  country,  there 
are  almost  150  others  that  are  wondering  what  we  are  going  to  do  next,  what 
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will  be  the  next  secret  agreement.  We  don't  have  a  comprehensive,  understand- 
able foreign  policy  that  deals  with  world  problems  or  even  regional  problems. 

Another  thing  that  concerned  me  was  what  Mr.  Ford  said  about  unemploy- 
ment, that  insinuating  that  under  Johnson  and  Kennedy  that  unemployment 
could  only  be  held  down  when  this  country  is  at  war.  Karl  Marx  said  that  the 
free  enterprise  system  in  a  democracy  can  only  continue  to  exist  when  they  are 
at  war  or  preparing  for  war.  Karl  Marx  was  the  grandfather  of  communism. 
I  don't  agree  with  that  statement;  I  hope  Mr.  Ford  doesn't,  either. 

He  has  put  pressure  on  the  Congress— and  I  don't  believe  Mr.  Ford  would 
even  deny  this — to  hold  up  on  nonproliferation  legislation  until  the  Congress 
agreed  for  an  $8  billion  program  for  private  industry  to  start  producing  enriched 
uranium. 

And  the  last  thing  I  want  to  make  is  this:  He  talks  about  peace,  and  I  am 
thankful  for  peace.  We  were  peaceful  when  Mr.  Ford  went  into  office,  but  he 
and  Mr.  Kissinger  and  others  tried  to  start  a  new  Vietnam  in  Angola.  And  it 
was  only  the  outcry  of  the  American  people  and  the  Congress  when  this  secret 
deal  was  discovered  that  prevented  our  renewed  involvement  in  that  conflagra- 
tion which  was  taking  place  there. 

The  Moderator.  Gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  do  not  have  time  enough 
for  two  complete  sequences  of  questions.  We  now  have  only  12  minutes  left. 
Therefore,  I  would  like  to  ask  for  shorter  questions  and  shorter  answers.  And 
we  also  will  drop  the  followup  question.  Each  candidate  may  still  respond, 
of  course,  to  the  other's  answer. 

Mr.  Trewhitt,  a  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Trewhitt.  Governor  Carter,  before  this  event  the  most  communication 
I  received  concerned  Panama.  Would  you,  as  President,  be  prepared  to  sign  a 
treaty  which  at  a  fixed  date  yielded  administrative  and  economic  control  of  the 
Canal  Zone  and  shared  defense  which,  as  I  understand  it,  is  the  position  the 
United  States  took  in  1974  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  here  again,  the  Panamanian  question  is  one  that  has  been 
confused  by  Mr.  Ford.  He  had  directed  his  diplomatic  representative  to  yield 
to  the  Panamanians  full  sovereignty  over  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  at  the  end 
of  a  certain  period  of  time.  When  Mr.  Reagan  raised  this  question  in  Florida, 
Mr.  Ford  not  only  disavowed  his  instructions  but  he  also  even  dropped,  paren- 
thetically, the  use  of  the  word  "detente." 

I  would  never  give  up  complete  control  or  practical  control  of  the  Panama 
Canal  Zone,  but  I  would  continue  to  negotiate  with  the  Panamanians.  When 
the  original  treaty  was  signed  back  in  the  early  1900's,  when  Theodore  Roose- 
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velt  was  President,  Panama  retained  sovereignty  over  the  Panama  Canal  Zone, 
We  retained  control  as  though  vv^e  had  sovereignty. 

Nov^5  I  v^ould  be  w^illing  to  go  ahead  w^ith  negotiations.  I  believe  that  v^e 
could  share  more  fully  responsibilities  for  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  w^ith  Panama. 
I  v^ould  be  willing  to  continue  to  raise  the  payment  for  shipment  of  goods 
through  the  Panama  Canal  Zone.  I  might  even  be  willing  to  reduce  to  some 
degree  our  military  emplacements  in  the  Panama  Canal  Zone,  but  I  would  not 
relinquish  practical  control  of  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  any  time  in  the  fore- 
seeable future. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  The  United  States  must  and  will  maintain  complete  access 
to  the  Panama  Canal.  The  United  States  must  maintain  a  defense  capability  of 
the  Panama  Canal,  and  the  United  States  will  maintain  our  national  security 
interests  in  the  Panama  Canal. 

The  negotiations  for  the  Panama  Canal  started  under  President  Johnson 
and  have  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  I  believe  those  negotiations  should 
continue.  But  there  are  certain  guidehnes  that  must  be  followed,  and  I've  just 
defined  them. 

Let  me  take  just  a  minute  to  comment  on  something  that  Governor  Carter 
said  on  nonproliferation.  In  May  of  1975,  I  called  for  a  conference  of  nuclear 
suppliers.  That  conference  has  met  six  times.  In  May  of  this  year.  Governor  Car- 
ter took  the  first  initiative,  approximately  12  months  after  I  had  taken  my 
initiative  a  year  ago. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Valeriani,  a  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Valeriani.  Mr.  President,  the  Government  [General]  Accounting  Of- 
fice has  just  put  out  a  report  suggesting  that  you  shot  from  the  hip  in  the 
Mayaguez  rescue  mission  and  that  you  ignored  diplomatic  messages  saying 
that  a  peaceful  solution  was  in  prospect.  Why  didn't  you  do  more  diplomatically 
at  the  time?  And  a  related  question:  Did  the  White  House  try  to  prevent  the 
release  of  that  report  ? 

The  President.  The  White  House  did  not  prevent  the  release  of  that  report. 
On  July  12  of  this  year,  we  gave  full  permission  for  the  release  of  that  report. 
I  was  very  disappointed  in  the  fact  that  the  GAO  released  that  report  because 
I  think  it  interjected  political,  partisan  politics  at  the  present  time. 

But  let  me  comment  on  the  report.  Somebody  who  sits  in  Washington,  D.C., 
18  months  after  the  Mayaguez  incident  can  be  a  very  good  grandstand  quar- 
terback. And  let  me  make  another  observation.  This  morning  I  got  a  call  from 
the  skipper  of  the  Mayaguez.  He  was  furious,  because  he  told  me  that  it  was  the 
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action  of  me.  President  Ford,  that  saved  the  hves  of  the  crew  of  the  Mayaguez, 
And  I  can  assure  you  that  if  we  had  not  taken  the  strong  and  forceful  action 
that  we  did,  we  would  have  been  criticized  very,  very  severely  for  sitting  back 
and  not  moving. 

Captain  Miller  is  thankful,  the  crew  is  thankful.  We  did  the  right  thing.  It 
seems  to  me  that  those  who  sit  in  Washington  18  months  after  the  incident 
are  not  the  best  judges  of  the  decisionmaking  process  that  had  to  be  made  by 
the  National  Security  Council  and  by  myself  at  the  time  the  incident  was  de- 
veloping in  the  Pacific. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  we  made  every  possible  overture  to  the  People's  Re- 
public of  China  and,  through  them,  to  the  Cambodian  Government;  we  made 
diplomatic  protest  to  the  Cambodian  Government  through  the  United  Na- 
tions. Every  possible  diplomatic  means  was  utilized.  But  at  the  same  time  I 
had  a  responsibility,  and  so  did  the  National  Security  Council,  to  meet  the  prob- 
lem at  hand,  and  we  handled  it  responsibly.  And  I  think  Captain  Miller's  testi- 
mony to  that  effect  is  the  best  evidence. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I  am  reluctant  to  comment  on  the  recent  report.  I  haven't 
read  it.  I  think  the  American  people  have  only  one  requirement — that  the  facts 
about  Mayaguez  be  given  to  them  accurately  and  completely. 

Mr.  Ford  has  been  there  for  18  months.  He  had  the  facts  that  were  released 
today  immediately  after  the  Mayaguez  incident.  I  understand  that  the  report  to- 
day is  accurate.  Mr.  Ford  has  said,  I  believe,  that  it  was  accurate  and  that  the 
White  House  made  no  attempt  to  block  the  issuing  of  that  report.  I  don't  know 
if  that  is  exactly  accurate  or  not. 

I  understand  that  both  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment have  approved  the  accuracy  of  today's  report,  or  yesterday's  report,  and 
also  the  National  Security  Agency.  I  don't  know  what  was  right  or  what  was 
wrong  or  what  was  done.  The  only  thing  I  believe  is  that  whatever  the  knowl- 
edge was  that  Mr.  Ford  had  should  have  been  given  to  the  American  people 
18  months  ago,  immediately  after  the  Mayaguez  incident  occurred. 

This  is  what  the  American  people  want.  When  something  happens  that  en- 
dangers our  security,  or  when  something  happens  that  threatens  our  stature  in 
the  world,  or  when  American  people  are  endangered  by  the  actions  of  a  foreign 
country,  just  40  sailors  on  the  Mayaguez^  we  obviously  have  to  move  aggressively 
and  quickly  to  rescue  them.  But  then,  after  the  immediate  action  is  taken,  I 
believe  the  President  has  an  obligation  to  tell  the  American  people  the  truth  and 
not  wait  18  months  later  for  the  report  to  be  issued. 
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The  Moderator.  Gentlemen,  at  this  time  we  have  time  for  only  two  very 
short  questions.  Mr.  Frankel,  a  question  for  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Frankel.  Governor  Carter,  if  the  price  of  gaining  influence  among  the 
Arabs  is  closing  our  eyes  a  little  bit  to  their  boycott  against  Israel,  how  would 
you  handle  that? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  believe  that  the  boycott  of  American  businesses  by  the  Arab 
countries,  because  those  businesses  trade  with  Israel  or  because  they  have  Ameri- 
can Jews  who  are  owners  or  directors  in  the  company,  is  an  absolute  disgrace. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  I  remember  in  the  history  of  our  country  when  we've 
let  a  foreign  country  circumvent  or  change  our  Bill  of  Rights.  I  will  do  every- 
thing I  can  as  President  to  stop  the  boycott  of  American  businesses  by  the  Arab 
countries. 

It's  not  a  matter  of  diplomacy  or  trade  with  me;  it's  a  matter  of  morality. 
And  I  don't  believe  that  the  Arab  countries  will  pursue  it  when  we  have  a  strong 
President  who  will  protect  the  integrity  of  our  country,  the  commitment  of  our 
Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights,  and  protect  people  in  this  country  who  happen 
to  be  Jews — it  may  later  be  Catholics,  it  may  later  be  Baptists— who  are  threat- 
ened by  some  foreign  country.  But  we  ought  to  stand  staunch.  And  I  think 
it  is  a  disgrace  that  so  far  Mr.  Ford's  administration  has  blocked  the  passage 
of  legislation  that  would  have  revealed  by  law  every  instance  of  the  boycott,  and 
it  would  have  prevented  the  boycott  from  continuing. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford  ? 

The  President.  Again,  Governor  Carter  is  inaccurate.  The  Arab  boycott 
action  was  first  taken  in  1952.  And  in  November  of  1975, 1  was  the  first  President 
to  order  the  executive  branch  to  take  action — affirmative  action  through  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  other  Cabinet  Departments — to  make  certain 
that  no  American  businessman  or  business  organization  should  discriminate 
against  Jews  because  of  an  Arab  boycott. 

And  I  might  add  that  my  administration — and  I  am  very  proud  of  it — is  the 
first  administration  that  has  taken  an  antitrust  action  against  companies  in 
this  country  that  have  allegedly  cooperated  with  the  Arab  boycott.  Just  on  Mon- 
day of  this  week,  I  signed  a  tax  bill  that  included  an  amendment  that  would 
prevent  companies  in  the  United  States  from  taking  a  tax  deduction  if  they  have, 
in  any  way  whatsoever,  cooperated  with  the  Arab  boycott. 

And  last  week,  when  we  were  trying  to  get  the  Export  Administration  Act 
through  the  Congress — necessary  legislation — my  administration  went  to  Capi- 
tol Hill  and  tried  to  convince  the  House  and  the  Senate  that  we  should  have 
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an  amendment  on  that  legislation  which  would  take  strong  and  effective 
action  against  those  who  participate  or  cooperate  with  the  Arab  boycott. 

One  other  point:  Because  the  Congress  failed  to  act  I  am  going  to  announce 
tomorrow  that  the  Department  of  Commerce  will  disclose  those  companies  that 
have  participated  in  the  Arab  boycott.  This  is  something  that  we  can  do.  The 
Congress  failed  to  do  it,  and  we  intend  to  do  it. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Trewhitt,  a  very  brief  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Trewhitt.  Mr.  President,  if  you  get  the  accounting  of  missing  in  action 
you  want  from  North  Vietnam — or  from  Vietnam,  I  am  sorry,  now — would 
you  then  be  prepared  to  reopen  negotiations  for  restoration  of  relations  with 
that  country? 

The  President.  Let  me  restate  our  policy.  As  long  as  Vietnam,  North  Viet- 
nam, does  not  give  us  a  full  and  complete  accounting  of  our  missing  in  action, 
I  will  never  go  along  with  the  admission  of  Vietnam  to  the  United  Nations. 
If  they  do  give  us  a  bona  fide,  complete  accounting  of  the  800  MIA's,  then  I 
believe  that  the  United  States  should  begin  negotiations  for  the  admission  of 
Vietnam  to  the  United  Nations,  but  not  until  they  have  given  us  the  full  ac- 
counting of  our  MIA's. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  One  of  the  most  embarrassing  failures  of  the  Ford  administra- 
tion, and  one  that  touches  specifically  on  human  rights,  is  his  refusal  to  appoint 
a  Presidential  commission  to  go  to  Vietnam,  to  go  to  Laos,  to  go  to  Cambodia 
and  try  to  trade  for  the  release  of  information  about  those  who  are  missing 
in  action  in  those  wars.  This  is  what  the  families  of  MIA's  want.  So  far,  Mr. 
Ford  has  not  done  it.  We  have  had  several  fragmentary  efforts  by  Members  of 
the  Congress  and  by  private  citizens. 

Several  months  ago  the  Vietnam  Government  said  we  are  ready  to  sit  down 
and  negotiate  for  release  of  information  on  MIA's.  So  far,  Mr.  Ford  has  not 
responded. 

I  also  would  never  formalize  relationships  with  Vietnam  nor  permit  them 
to  join  the  United  Nations  until  they  have  taken  this  action.  But  that  is  not 
enough.  We  need  to  have  an  active  and  aggressive  action  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  the  leader  of  this  country,  to  seek  out  every  possible  way  to  get  that 
information  which  has  kept  the  MIA  families  in  despair  and  doubt,  and  Mr. 
Ford  has  just  not  done  it. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you.  Governor  Carter. 

That  completes  the  questioning  for  this  evening.  Each  candidate  now  has  up 
to  3  minutes  for  a  closing  statement.  It  was  determined  by  the  toss  of  a  coin 
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that  Governor  Carter  would  take  the  first  question,  and  he  now  goes  first  with 
his  closing  remarks. 

Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  The  purpose  of  this  debate  and  the  outcome  of  the  election  will 
determine  three  basic  things — leadership,  upholding  the  principles  of  our  coun- 
try, and  proper  priorities  and  commitments  for  the  future. 

This  election  will  also  determine  what  kind  of  world  we  leave  our  children. 
Will  it  be  a  nightmare  world,  threatened  with  the  proliferation  of  atomic  bombs, 
not  just  in  five  major  countries,  but  dozens  of  smaller  countries  that  have  been 
permitted  to  develop  atomic  weapons  because  of  a  failure  of  our  top  leadership 
to  stop  proliferation  ?  Will  we  have  a  world  of  hunger  and  hatred,  and  will  we 
be  living  in  an  armed  camp,  stripped  of  our  friendships  and  allies,  hiding  behind 
a  tight  defense  that  has  been  drawn  in  around  us  because  we  are  fearful  of  the 
outside  world  ?  Will  we  have  a  government  of  secrecy  that  excludes  the  Amer- 
ican people  from  participation  in  making  basic  decisions  and  therefore  covers 
up  mistakes  and  makes  it  possible  for  our  Government — our  Government — to 
depart  from  the  principles  of  our  Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights  ?  Or  will  we 
have  a  world  of  peace  with  the  threat  of  atomic  weapons  eliminated,  with  full 
trade,  with  our  people  at  work,  inflation  controlled,  openness  in  government,  our 
people  proud  once  again;  Congress,  citizens.  President,  Secretary  of  State,  work- 
ing in  harmony  and  unity  toward  a  common  future,  a  world  where  people  have 
enough  to  eat,  aild  a  world  where  we  care  about  those  who  don't  ?  Can  we  be- 
come a  breadbasket  of  the  world,  instead  of  the  arms  merchant  of  the  world  ?  I 
believe  we  can  and  we  ought  to. 

Now,  we  have  been  hurt  in  recent  years  in  this  country,  in  the  aftermath  of 
Vietnam,  Cambodia,  Chile,  Pakistan,  Angola,  Watergate,  CIA.  We  have  been 
hurt.  Our  people  feel  that  we  have  lost  something  precious.  That's  not  neces- 
sary. 1  want  to  see  our  Nation  return  to  a  posture  and  an  image  and  a  standard 
to  make  us  proud  once  again.  I  remember  the  world  of  NATO  and  the  world 
of  point  four  and  the  world  of  the  Marshall  plan  and  a  world  of  the  Peace  Corps. 
Why  can't  we  have  that  once  again  ? 

We  ought  to  be  a  beacon  for  nations  who  search  for  peace  and  who  search 
for  freedom,  who  search  for  individual  liberty,  who  search  for  basic  human 
rights.  We  haven't  been  lately.  We  can  be  once  again. 

We  will  never  have  that  world  leadership  until  we  are  strong  at  home,  and  we 
can  have  that  strength  if  we  return  to  the  basic  principles.  It  ought  not  to  be  a 
strength  of  bombast  and  threats.  It  ought  to  be  a  quiet  strength  based  on  the 
integrity  of  our  people,  the  vision  of  the  Constitution,  and  an  innate  strong  will 
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and  purpose  that  God  has  given  us  in  the  greatest  nation  on  Earth,  the  United 
States. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  As  we  have  seen  tonight,  foreign  poHcy  and  defense  poHcy  are 
difficult  and  complex  issues.  We  can  debate  methods;  we  can  debate  one  deci- 
sion or  another.  But  there  are  two  things  which  cannot  be  debated — experience 
and  results. 

In  the  last  2  years  I  have  made  policy  decisions  involving  long-range  difficul- 
ties and  policies  and  made  day-to-day  judgments,  not  only  as  President  of  the 
United  States  but  as  the  leader  of  the  free  world. 

What  is  the  result  of  that  leadership?  America  is  strong,  America  is  free, 
America  is  respected.  Not  a  single  young  American  today  is  fighting  or  dying 
on  any  foreign  battlefield.  America  is  at  peace,  with  freedom. 

Thank  you,  and  good  night. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you.  President  Ford.  Thank  you.  Governor  Carter. 
I  also  want  to  thank  our  questioners  and  the  audience  here  this  evening. 

The  third  and  final  debate  between  President  Ford  and  Governor  Carter 
will  take  place  on  October  the  22d  at  9:30  p.m.,  eastern  dayUght  time,  on  the 
campus  of  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia.  The 
subject  matter  will  cover  all  issues. 

These  debates  are  sponsored  by  the  League  of  Women  Voters  Education  Fund 
to  help  voters  become  better  informed  on  the  issues  and  to  generate  greater 
voter  turnout  in  the  November  election. 

Now  from  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre  in  San  Francisco,  good  night. 

note:  The  debate  began  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre  in  San  Francisco,  Calif.  It  was 
broadcast  live  on  radio  and  television. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  the  Presidential 
Campaign  Debate  in  San  Francisco.     October  6,  1976 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  you  have  said  tonight  that  these  issues  were  compli- 
cated and  difficult  to  discuss.  Do  you  think  that  you  did  a  good  enough  job  of 
discussing  Eastern  Europe,  or  do  you  think  you  left  some  confusion? 

The  President.  I  think  I  answered  all  the  questions;  I  set  forth  our  policies. 
And  the  final  note,  of  course,  is  that  we  are  at  peace,  and  we  are  going  to  keep 
the  peace. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  Mr.  Carter  responded  to  the  first  ques- 
tion or  went  and  made  an  opening  statement  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  thought  he  was  very  general,  as  I  indicated.  He 
covered  a  great  many  issues  without  talking  about  any  answers.  Therefore,  I 
thought  that  he  ought  to  be  pinned  down,  and  I  thought  the  questioners 
made  a  big  effort  to  do  so.  And  we  certainly  hope— or  I  certainly  hope  that 
the  American  people  will  make  certain  in  the  future  that  he  gives  specific 
answers  to  specific  questions. 

Q.  Who  won  the  debate  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  did  all  right.  We  enjoyed  it. 

Q.  How  do  you  think  you  did  in  comparison  to  Carter? 

The  President.  I  am  not  the  best  one  to  pass  judgment  on  that.  I  felt  com- 
fortable, I  answered  the  questions  specifically,  and  I  feel  very  good  about  to- 
night, just  as  I  did  about  the  first  one.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  8:05  p.m.  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  the  Presidential 
Campaign  Debate  in  San  Francisco.     October  6,  1976 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  who  you  talked  with  since  you  came 
home  ? 

The  President.  I  talked  to  my  wonderful  wife  and  to  Secretary  Kissinger. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  they  have  to  say  to  you  ? 

The  President.  They  all  thought  we  did  quite  well. 

Q.  They  think  you  won  it  ? 

The  President.  Well,  they  are  a  little  prejudiced,  but  I  think  they  were  opti- 
mistic about  the  outcome  of  it. 

Q.  What  did  Secretary  Kissinger  have  to  say }  Anything  specific  about  how 
the  debate  had  gone  with  this  subject  ? 

The  President.  He  just  felt  that  we  had  taken  the  offensive  and  we  had 
talked  affirmatively  about  our  successes.  That  was  the  truth,  so  he  was  very 
pleased. 

Q.  Do  you  agree  with  Mrs.  Ford  and  the  Secretary  that  you  won  it? 
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The  President.  Well,  I  don't  disagree  with  my  wife  very  often,  so  on  this 
occasion  I  will  agree  with  her,  as  I  do  on  most. 
Reporter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  8:36  p.m.  at  the  resi-  As  printed   above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

dence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sutro,  where  the  Presi-       the  White  House  press  release, 
dent  stayed  during  his  visit  to  San  Francisco. 
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Remarks  at  a  President  Ford  Committee  Campaign 
Debate  Party  in  San  Francisco.     October  6,  1976 

LET  ME  thank  all  of  you  for  coming  here.  And  let  me  express  my  deepest 
appreciation  for  not  only  being  here  but  the  support  that  you  are  going  to  give 
us  in  the  weeks  ahead.  We  have  less  than  4  v^eeks  to  go  before  November  2, 
so  we've  got  a  lot  of  work  to  do,  and  we've  got  to  do  it  fast  and  well,  and  No- 
vember 2  will  be  a  great  victory  for  the  American  people. 

I  am  honored  to  have  on  the  platform  here  tonight  a  number  of  my  very 
close,  personal  friends  and  very  ardent  and  strong  and  effective  supporters. 
Let  me  introduce  them  to  you. 

First,  Senator  Howard  Baker  of  Tennessee  and  Mrs.  Baker.  And  then,  of 
course,  your  attorney  general  for  the  State  of  California,  Evelle  Younger.  And 
we  have  two  of  my  very  close  and  very  helpful  friends  from  the  United  States 
Congress,  Congressman  Pete  McCloskey,  and  another  very  good  friend  from 
the  State  of  California,  an  outstanding  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Don  Clausen.  And  then  there  is  a  man  who  I  have  long  admired,  who  I  think 
will  be  an  outstanding  Member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  Dr.  Hayakawa. 

Now,  just  a  minute  to  be  serious.  The  reason  we're  going  to  win  on  Novem- 
ber 2  is  that  for  the  last  2  years,  we  have  had  good  policies  domestically,  and 
we  have  had  sound  and  effective  policies  internationally.  We  started  from  be- 
hind— and  how  many  can  remember  just  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  the  polls 
showed  that  we  were  32  percent  behind  ?  I  would  much  rather  be  a  slow  starter 
and  a  fast  finisher. 

I  said  in  Kansas  City,  we  don't  concede  a  single  State,  we  don't  concede  a 
single  vote;  that  we  were  going  to  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minne- 
sota to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia,  and  we  are.  California  is  one  of  the  most 
crucial  and  critical  States  in  this  election.  I  am  encouraged  by  the  polls.  We  are 
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behind,  but  we  are  going  to  win.  Thank  you  for  making  it  possible.  Thank 
you  for  tonight. 

note:   The  President  spoke   at   8:55   p.m.   in   the       Committee. 

Grand  Ballroom  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel.  The  party  Following  his  remarks,  the  President  attended  a 

was    sponsored    by   the    Bay   Area    President   Ford       Republican  Party  reception  at  the  hotel. 
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Remarks  to  Employees  of  the  Rockwell  International 
Corporation  in  Hawthorne,  California. 
October  1,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Bob,  Congressman  Rousselot,  Congressman  Moorhead, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  at  the  outset  congratulate  you.  Bob,  and  the  B-1  Division  of  the  Rock- 
well International.  It's  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  for  me  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  being  here  w^ith  you  today. 

Last  night,  as  some  of  you  may  knov^,  I  engaged  in  a  very  serious  discussion 
about  the  need  for  maintaining  a  strong  national  defense.  My  opponent  and  I 
differ  on  how  to  go  about  that  process.  One  of  those  differences  is  represented 
by  the  model  that  you  v^ork  on,  that  I  have  just  seen,  and  I  think  it's  a  crucial 
issue  in  this  campaign. 

But  first,  let  me  congratulate  all  of  you  for  v^inning  the  Zero  Defect  Av^ard. 
I'm  glad  you  are  not  v^orking  for  the  Carter  campaign.  [Laughter]  I  might 
say  parenthetically  that  there  are  a  lot  of  defects  to  choose  in  that  campaign, 
but  one  of  the  biggest  of  Mr.  Carter's  defects  is  his  opposition  to  the  B-1  bomber. 

As  you  and  I  meet  this  morning,  thousands  of  American  servicemen  all 
around  the  globe  are  standing  w^atch,  some  patrolling  borders,  some  sailing  a 
ship,  and  some  manning  our  aircraft.  As  Commander  in  Chief,  I  am  responsible 
for  each  one  of  them.  We  ow^e  each  one  of  those  young  Americans  not  just  our 
support  and  our  prayers — v^e  owe  them  the  very  best  equipment  that  this 
country  can  buy. 

Our  current  manned  bomber,  the  B-52,  is  already  more  than  20  years  old, 
and  by  the  time  the  B-1  is  ready  to  take  its  place,  the  B-52  will  be  in  operation 
over  four  decades.  I  don't  believe  that  any  President  should  ask  any  serviceman 
to  defend  his  country  in  a  combat  aircraft  that  is  older  than  he  is. 

Last  night,  we  both  agreed  on  the  need  for  toughness  in  facing  the  Soviet 
Union.  But  toughness  requires  more  than  talk.  It  requires  having  the  right 


2439 


[858]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  7 

weapon  systems.  If  we  want  peace  in  the  world,  we  have  to  let  our  enemies  know 
we're  willing  to  defend  the  peace.  They  may  not  understand  that  in  English, 
but  this  B-1  is  the  message  that  they  will  clearly  understand. 

The  B-1  is  one  of  the  clearest  examples  as  to  what  is  at  stake  in  this  cam- 
paign. My  opponent  either  favors  the  cancelling  or  the  delay  of  the  B-1.  His 
running  mate  in  the  Senate,  Senator  Mondale,  voted  against  the  B-1  in  the 
Senate  no  less  than  three  times.  They  say  the  B-1  is  unnecessary.  I  certainly  hope 
and  pray  that  is  true,  but  what  if  those  critics  are  wrong  ? 

The  very  fact  that  we  don't  have  the  B-1  could  well  invite  a  challenge  from 
abroad.  If  we  are  wrong  about  buying  the  B-1,  the  cost  will  be  measured  in 
dollars  and  cents.  If  we  are  wrong  about  not  buying  the  B-1,  the  cost  could  be 
well  measured  in  lives  and  in  blood. 

As  President,  I  will  not  take  that  chance.  Our  children  will  live  in  a  future 
where  Soviet  technology  poses  an  increasing  threat  to  the  security  of  the  United 
States.  The  B-1  bomber  provides  graphic  proof  to  our  friends  and  to  our  enemies 
that  200  years  have  not  diminished  America's  commitment  to  freedom. 

The  B-1  bomber  is  not  the  only  major  difference  in  this  campaign.  Another 
fundamental  and  critical  issue  is  the  proper  size  of  America's  defense  budget. 
The  issue  is  simple.  Our  opponent  wants  to  cut  it.  We  want  to  keep  it  intact  and 
keep  it  strong. 

Over  the  last  year  and  a  half,  our  opponents  have  cited  various  figures  as  to 
how  much  the  defense  budget  ought  to  be  cut.  About  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Carter 
said  it  could  be  cut  $15  billion.  A  few  months  ago  he  changed  and  said  it  could 
be  cut  $7  to  $9  billion,  and  now  the  figure  they  use  is  $5  to  $7  billion. 

They  are  vague  about  the  place  where  those  cuts  could  be  made,  but  the 
realities  of  manpower  needs  and  pension  requirements  and  many,  many  other 
fixed  costs  ensure  that  a  cut  of  that  magnitude — whether  it's  15,  or  7  to  9,  or  5 
to  7 — would  have  to  come  from  weapon  system  procurement.  That  would  be  a 
strategic  tragedy  for  America.  It  would  be  an  economic  tragedy  for  the  State 
of  California  and  other  States  which  do  the  research  and  development  and 
build  this  wonderful  weapon  system. 

Our  opponent's  platform  amounts  to  an  overall  policy  of  "fire  them  and  hire 
them."  First,  their  $5  to  $7  billion  in  defense  cuts  would  put  you  and  thousands 
and  thousands  of  others  out  of  work.  Then  the  Humphrey-Hawkins  bill  would 
try  to  put  you  back  to  work  in  dead-end  public  service  jobs.  That  formula 
would  be  a  triple  disaster.  It  would  mean  less  defense,  it  would  mean  less  real 
employment,  it  would  mean  more  taxes  and  more  inflation. 
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Our  opponents  have  managed  to  turn  the  words  of  President  Teddy  Roose- 
velt upside  down.  Some  of  you  may  recall  that  Teddy  Roosevelt  once  said, 
"Speak  softly  and  carry  a  big  stick."  Our  opponents  want  to  speak  loudly  and 
carry  a  fly  swatter.  Such  an  attitude  is  a  danger  to  our  military  and  diplomatic 
stability  abroad  and  to  our  economic  stability  here  in  America. 

World  peace  depends  on  continued  American  military  strength.  Over  the 
years,  the  workers  of  California  have  played  a  vital  role  in  maintaining  that 
strength  and  keeping  that  peace.  You  have  done  a  great  job.  In  the  next  4 
years,  I  am  going  to  see  that  you  keep  right  on  doing  it. 

Thank  you.  Congratulations. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:35  a.m.  at  the  B-1        son,  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  Rockwell 
Division  of  the  Rockwell  International  Corporation.       International. 
In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Robert  Ander- 
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Memorandum  to  Secretary  of  Commerce  Richardson  on  the  Arab 
Boycott  of  American  Businesses.     October  7,  1976 

Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  Commerce 

Would  you  please  assure  that  the  Department  of  Commerce  takes  steps  to 
permit  the  public  inspection  and  copying  of  boycott-related  reports  to  be  filed 
in  the  future  with  the  Department  of  Commerce.  Only  business  proprietary 
information  regarding  such  things  as  quantity  and  type  of  goods  exported,  the 
release  of  which  could  place  reporting  firms  at  a  competitive  disadvantage, 
should  not  be  made  available  to  the  public. 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  growing  interest  in  and  awareness  of 
the  impact  of  the  Arab  Boycott  on  American  business.  Disclosure  of  boycott- 
related  reports  will  enable  the  American  public  to  assess  for  itself  the  nature 
and  impact  of  the  Arab  Boycott  and  to  monitor  the  conduct  of  American 
companies. 

I  have  concluded  that  this  public  disclosure  will  strengthen  existing  policy 
against  the  Arab  Boycott  of  Israel  without  jeopardizing  our  vital  interests  in  the 
Middle  East.  The  action  I  am  directing  today  should  serve  as  a  reaffirmation 
of  our  national  policy  of  opposition  to  boycott  actions  against  nations  friendly 
to  us. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  text  of  the  memorandum  was  released  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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Remarks  at  the  University  of  Southern  California  in 
Los  Angeles.     October  7,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Glenn,  Dr.  Hubbard,  Bob  Flournoy — /  should  say. 
Bob  Fluor  and  Hugh  Flournoy — students,  faculty,  and  guests: 

It's  great  to  be  at  the  home  of  the  University  of  Southern  CaHfornia,  the 
home  of  the  conquering  Trojans.  I  will  tell  you  one  thing:  I  would  rather  run 
against  Jimmy  Carter  than  Ricky  Bell  ^  any  time.  [Laughter]  And  I  might  add 
that  I  started  out  way  behind,  but  I've  been  swimming  upstream  ever  since. 
By  November  I  hope  to  be  known  as  the  John  Naber  ^  of  politics. 

The  opinion  polls  have  been  very  encouraging  lately.  But  as  I  said  in  Kansas 
City  a  few  weeks  ago,  the  only  polls  that  count  are  the  polls  that  the  American 
people  go  to  on  November  2. 

My  campaign  experts  tell  me  if  past  performance  is  a  guide,  your  age  group 
will  be  the  least  representative  at  the  polls  on  election  day.  When  I  was  minority 
leader  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  worked  hard  with  many  others  to  lower 
the  voting  age  to  18.  Even  though  some  of  the  experts  said  young  Americans 
would  vote  against  my  party  more  than  for  it,  I  wanted  to  open  up  the  system, 
make  sure  that  you  had  a  voice  as  to  what  goes  on  in  your  Government.  But  for 
one  reason  or  another  most  people  your  age  have  never  taken  advantage  of  this 
new  right  and  this  new  privilege.  The  experts  say  the  majority  probably  won't 
vote  in  this  election.  I  hope  that  forecast  is  wrong,  and  I  believe  it  is  wrong. 
You  have  the  biggest  stake  in  the  country's  future.  You  must  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  work  of  your  Government. 

One  reason  for  the  low  turnout,  probably,  the  low  turnout  of  the  past,  must  be 
that  some  of  you  have  been  disappointed  so  many  times.  Through  most  of  your 
lives  America  has  been  in  turmoil.  Some  of  our  most  beloved  leaders  were 
assassinated,  including  my  good  friend  and  our  President,  John  F.  Kennedy, 
who  spoke  here  as  a  candidate  in  1960  and  whose  memory  is  honored  with  a 
plaque  in  your  library.  There  was  a  war  that  seemed  to  have  no  end.  There  were 
destructive  riots  in  our  cities  and  on  some  of  our  campuses.  We  suffered  runaway 
inflation  and  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  We  were  betrayed  by  wrongdoings 
at  the  highest  level  of  our  Government. 


^  University  of  Southern  California  football  player. 

^Winner  of  four  gold  medals  in  swimming  in  the  1976  Summer  Olympic  games  and  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 
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But  let  me  assure  you  that  things  are  better  in  the  United  States  of  America 
today,  and  they  are  going  to  get  better  in  the  future. 

In  August  9,  1974,  as  I  said  on  taking  the  oath  of  office  as  President,  our 
long  national  nightmare  is  over.  In  the  last  2  years,  the  United  States  of  America 
has  made  an  amazing  comeback  and  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  we  are  not 
through  yet.  In  the  last  2  years  trust  has  been  restored  to  the  White  House.  We 
have  turned  the  economy  around.  We  are  at  peace,  and  I  will  keep  it  that  way. 
We  have  entered  an  era  of  good  feeling.  We  have  given  the  American  people 
a  fresh  start  for  the  future. 

On  July  4  of  this  year,  we  celebrated  the  biggest  birthday  party  in  our  Nation's 
history.  America  was  200  years  old  and  growing  strong  in  the  future.  We  found 
ourselves  healed  and  united  as  never  before.  We  found  that  we  were  looking 
at  the  future  with  faith  instead  of  fear.  For  all  our  faults,  for  all  of  the  troubles 
that  we  have  had  in  recent  years,  we  felt  proud  to  be  Americans,  proud  of  this 
great  country  that  we  live  in  and  work  for  and  will  do  our  best  for  in  the  future. 

We  still  have  our  share  of  serious  problems.  We  still  have  goals  that  have  not 
been  reached.  But  we  have  found  a  strength  in  ourselves  and  in  our  national 
character  that  is  more  powerful  than  all  of  our  armaments,  more  precious  than 
all  of  our  wealth,  and  as  enduring  as  the  United  States  Constitution. 

As  we  look  back  to  the  days  of  the  American  Revolution,  we  felt  the  same 
strong  spirit  which  guided  the  courageous  men  and  women  who  founded  this 
Nation.  We  realize  more  vividly  than  ever  before  that  we  are  the  heirs  of  the 
greatest,  the  most  constructive,  the  most  enduring  revolution  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  And  as  we  move  forward  into  the  third  century  of  America's  inde- 
pendence, we  know  that  the  challenges  of  the  future  will  be  greater  than  those 
we  faced  in  the  past. 

Here  at  home  our  greatest  challenge  is  to  ensure  that  every  American  who 
wants  a  job  can  find  a  job,  a  job  that  gives  a  person  pride  as  well  as  a  paycheck, 
a  job  with  an  opportunity  for  advancement,  a  job  generated  by  the  demands  of 
a  healthy  economy,  not  manufactured  by  a  Big  Brother  government. 

We  must  make  it  easier  for  people  to  buy  a  home,  a  home  of  their  own,  while 
they  are  still  young  enough  to  enjoy  it.  We  must  make  sure  that  our  older  people 
don't  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well.  We  must  make  it  possible  for  every 
young  American  to  get  an  education  of  the  highest  quality,  an  education  that 
you  can  use  when  you  get  out  of  school — USC,  Michigan,  Yale,  or  any  other  of 
the  outstanding  educational  institutions  in  this  country  today. 

We  must  make  sure  that  our  streets  and  campuses  are  free  from  the  threat 
of  violent  crime.  We  must  try  harder  to  protect  our  environment,  to  purify  the 
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water  that  we  drink  and  the  air  that  we  breathe.  We  must  enlarge  our  capacity 
for  recreation,  enrich  and  preserve  our  treasure  of  natural  beauty  and  our  heri- 
tage of  history  throughout  America. 

We  must  keep  America  strong  and  secure,  but  with  volunteers  and  not  with 
a  military  draft.  Above  all,  we  must  keep  the  peace  that  America  enjoys  today, 
the  peace  that  finds  no  Americans  in  combat  anywhere  throughout  the  globe 
right  now.  I  am  the  first  President  in  20  years  to  stand  for  election  in  a  time  of 
peace.  You  are  the  first  generation  of  college  graduates  who  in  15  years  do 
not  have  to  face  the  prospects  of  going  to  war.  And  I  intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

Keeping  peace  with  freedom  is  the  key  to  all  of  our  hopes  and  aspirations. 
Without  peace,  we  cannot  concentrate  on  improving  the  quality  of  life  in 
America.  Without  freedom,  life  has  no  quality  at  all.  Therefore,  I  will  take  every 
possible  step  to  build  peace,  not  only  for  ourselves  but  for  all  of  the  world.  We 
are  taking  those  steps  today  toward  peace  where  the  going  is  hardest,  but  where 
the  stakes  are  the  highest — the  Middle  East,  southern  Africa,  and  the  strategic 
arms  limitation  talks  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

After  so  many  years  of  war,  we  are  proud  as  a  nation  to  stand  for  peace.  We 
are  proud  to  stand  for  what  is  right  in  the  world — ^human  dignity,  decency, 
equality,  and  freedom. 

Last  night  in  the  debate,  I  spoke  of  America's  firm  support  for  the  aspiration 
for  independence  of  the  nations  of  Eastern  Europe.  The  United  States  has  never 
conceded — and  never  will  concede — their  domination  by  the  Soviet  Union.  I 
admire  the  courage  of  the  Polish  people  and  have  always  supported  the  hopes 
of  Polish  Americans  for  freedom  of  their  ancestral  homeland.  It  is  our  policy 
to  use  every  peaceful  means  to  assist  countries  in  Eastern  Europe  in  their  efforts 
to  become  less  dependent  on  the  Soviet  Union  and  to  establish  closer  and  closer 
ties  with  the  West  and,  of  course,  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  every  much  aware  of  the  present  plight  of  the  Eastern  European  nations, 
and  as  I  declared  in  this  year's  Captive  Nations  proclamation  [4448],  and  I 
quote,  "The  United  States  supports  the  aspirations  for  freedom,  independence 
and  national  self-determination  of  all  peoples.  We  do  not  accept  foreign  domi- 
nation over  any  nation,"  period. 

We  really  believe,  as  our  founders  did,  that  these  are  the  inalienable  rights  of 
people  everywhere.  We  believe  that  America  is  a  very  special  country,  that  in 
200  years  we  have  passed  from  open  rebellion  against  foreign  misrule  to  a  peace- 
ful, continuing  revolution  for  the  rights  of  free  men  and  women. 

If  we  are  to  be  true  to  our  heritage,  Americans  must  continue  to  have  the 
confidence  that  we  can  control  our  own  lives,  that  we  can  leave  our  children 
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a  better  world  than  we  found,  that  government  will  be  under  our  control,  a 
capable  servant  and  not  a  meddling  master. 

We  did  not  throw  off  the  bonds  of  oppressive  government  in  the  18th  century 
only  to  create  one  for  ourselves  two  centuries  later.  The  greatest  danger  I  see  in 
America  today  is  the  overwhelming  of  the  individual — you  and  millions  like 
you  in  this  wonderful  country  being  overwhelmed  by  the  massive  institutions 
of  government,  business,  labor,  communications — yes,  even  education.  I  see 
government  growing  too  large,  too  powerful,  too  costly,  too  remote,  too  deeply 
involved  in  our  daily  lives. 

The  mounting  troubles  in  Great  Britain,  our  old  and  honored  ally,  offer  com- 
pelling evidence  that  we  cannot  keep  relying  on  government  alone  to  solve  all 
of  our  problems.  Faced  with  the  greatest  financial  crisis  in  the  history  of  British 
democracy.  Prime  Minister  Callaghan,  before  a  recent  convention  of  his  Labor 
Party,  had  the  courage  to  say,  and  I  quote  him,  "Britain  for  too  long  has  lived 
on  borrowed  time,  borrowed  money,  and  borrowed  ideas.  We  will  fail,"  he 
said,  "if  we  think  we  can  buy  our  way  out  of  our  present  difficulties  by  printing 
confetti  money  and  paying  ourselves  more  than  we  earn."  That  is  advice  that  I 
think  in  good  conscience  we  should  take.  We  must  not  let  that  happen  in  Amer- 
ica now  or  in  the  future.  We  better  avoid  it;  we  can  avoid  it;  and  as  long  as  I  am 
President  of  the  United  States,  we  will  avoid  it. 

We  must  have  a  new  generation  of  freedom  in  America — not  the  freedom  to 
shirk  our  responsibilities  and  to  let  the  Government  assume  them,  but  the  free- 
dom to  do  what  we  want  to  do  and  what  we  ought  to  do.  With  the  Government's 
help — but  not  at  the  Government's  direction — that  is  the  kind  of  America  that  I 
want.  That  is  why  I  am  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  and 
why  I  come  here  on  this  wonderful  campus  and  ask  you  for  your  help  on  No- 
vember 2. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:37  p.m.  from  the  chairman   of  the   board   of  trustees,   and  Houston 

steps  of  Doheny  Library.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  Flourney,  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Deans,  Univer- 

ref erred  to  Glenn  Sonnenberg,  student  body  presi-  sity  of  Southern  Cahfornia. 
dent,  John  R.  Hubbard,  president,  J.  Robert  Fluor, 
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Remarks  in  Beverly  Hills,  California,  to  Republican  Fundraising 
Dinners.     October  7,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much.  Bob,  Governor  Reagan,  Mrs.  Reagan,  Holmes 
Tuttle,  Margaret  Broc\,  Cardinal  Manning,  Rabbi  Magnin,  distinguished  guests 
at  22  dinners  across  the  land,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  has  been  7  weeks  since  Kansas  City.  We've  got  the  issues,  we've  got  the  mo- 
mentum, and  we've  got  less  than  4  weeks  to  win  a  great  victory  for  the  American 
people,  and  we  will. 

I  said  in  Kansas  City  that  we  wouldn't  concede  a  single  vote,  we  wouldn't 
concede  a  single  State — and  we  haven't,  and  we  won't.  Governor  Reagan  and  I 
are  teaming  up  to  say  we  are  going  to  carry  California  with  45  electoral  votes, 
we  are  going  to  elect  a  Republican  Senator  and  a  number  of  new  Republican 
Congressmen  America  can  be  proud  of  in  the  next  session  of  the  Congress. 

I  told  you  in  Kansas  City  that  I  was  ready  and  eager  to  debate  Mr.  Carter 
face  to  face  on  the  real  issues.  I  still  am,  if  I  can  ever  pin  him  down.  [Laughter'] 
I  don't  think  he  knows  what  the  real  issues  are. 

We've  heard  a  lot  of  doubletalk  from  Mr.  Carter,  a  lot  of  conversation,  a  lot 
of  irresponsible  promises.  I  still  don't  know  where  Mr.  Carter  stands  on  most 
issues  and  I  am  not  sure  he  does,  either.  I  can  sympathize  when  he  says  he  will 
have  to  take  a  few  years  of  study  to  examine  the  problems  and  get  all  of  the  facts. 
That's  reasonable.  Let's  give  Mr.  Carter  a  few  more  years  to  prepare  himself,  but 
not  on  the  taxpayers'  money  or  time. 

You  know  what  I  will  do,  because  you  know  what  I  have  done  for  the  past  26 
months.  You  know  where  we  were  then,  and  you  know  where  we  are  now — at 
peace,  recovering  from  a  recession,  rebuilding  pride  in  America — America's  200 
years  of  freedom.  You  know  what  I  have  done  as  President,  despite  the  blockade 
of  a  Congress  stacked  2  to  1  against  me. 

Wc  heard  before  the  convention  that  our  party  was  sick  and  dying.  Now  we 
hear  the  voters  are  overcome  with  apathy  and  don't  really  care  who  wins  this 
great  election.  I  don't  believe  that.  I  don't  believe  the  American  people  believe 
that.  There  will  be  a  big  election,  and  we  are  going  to  win. 

The  American  people  do  have  a  clear  choice;  they  do  care.  Our  job  is  to  get 
them  to  the  polls  November  2  to  register  the  right  choice  for  this  country  for 
the  next  4  years.  Make  no  mistake:  This  election  is  about  the  direction  that 
America  will  take  in  its  third  century  of  independence.  Mr.  Carter  can  be  defi- 

2446 


October  7  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [861] 

cient  on  details,  but  the  general  direction  of  his  philosophy  is  very  plain — it  is 
unstable,  it  is  unreliable.  It  won't  work  because  it  hasn't  worked. 

Mr.  Carter  wants  more  Federal  Government;  I  want  less.  Mr.  Carter  wants 
higher  Federal  taxes  for  middle-income  taxpayers;  I  want  lower  taxes  for  every- 
body, especially  the  overburdened  man  in  the  middle.  Mr.  Carter  wants  less 
defense.  He  wants  it  on  the  cheap.  I  want  the  strongest  and  best  military  capa- 
bility that  science  and  money  can  provide,  and  we  will  keep  it  under  the  Ford 
administration.  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  reduce  our  commitments  to  our  allies; 
I  must  maintain  America's  leadership  for  peace  and  for  freedom  around  the 
world,  and  we  will  during  the  next  4  years.  There  are  serious  differences,  real 
choices  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Carter  and  his  party's  platform  chart  one  course  for  this  country.  No 
matter  how  he  zigs  and  zags,  there  is  no  doubt  where  we  wants  to  go.  The 
direction  Mr.  Carter  would  take  us  is  the  same  one  that  brought  us  double- 
digit  inflation,  a  taxload  that  kills  initiative  and  slows  expansion,  a  slowdown 
in  research  and  development  and  oppressive  interference  by  a  know-it-all  Fed- 
eral Government. 

I  want  a  new  direction,  a  direction  with  more  freedom  and  more  liberty  for 
215  million  Americans. 

This  year  my  budget  cut  the  rate  of  Government  growth  by  half.  Congress 
added  $18  billion  more.  Despite  the  extravagance  of  a  majority  in  the  Congress, 
I  will  submit  a  balanced  budget  by  1978.  I  have  cut  11,000  jobs  from  Federal 
bureaucracy.  Next  year,  with  a  better  Congress,  I  will  make  our  Government 
more  responsive  and  more  responsible  to  you,  the  taxpayers. 

My  59  vetoes  saved  the  American  taxpayers  over  $9  billion.  Mr.  Carter  con- 
stantly criticizes.  If  his  party's  Congress  had  not  overridden  12  of  my  vetoes, 
I  would  have  saved  all  of  you  $16  billion  more  for  the  middle-income  taxpayer. 
That  would  save  his  hard-pressed  family  $200,  and  that  is  what  we  have  got  to 
do  in  the  months  and  years  ahead. 

When  I  say  I  stand  for  smaller  government,  my  performance  proves  it.  Mr. 
Carter  says  he  is  for  reforming  and  reorganizing  bureaucracy,  but  his  perform- 
ance tells  a  far  different  story.  Ask  your  friends  from  Georgia. 

What  do  you  think  you  will  get  from  a  liberal  President  and  another  2  to  1 
liberal  Congress  ?  One  guarantee:  You  certainly  will  get  more  spending  and  big- 
ger deficits,  and  you  can  depend  on  that.  Another  thing  you  will  get  is  more 
runaway  inflation.  You  certainly  won't  get  lower  Federal  taxes.  You  won't 
get  less  Federal  Government.  So,  the  choice  before  our  country  is  clear.  You 
know  where  I  stand. 


2447 


[861]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  7 

As  dedicated  Americans,  we  are  not  motivated  by  the  love  of  governmental 
power,  but  by  the  concern  and  the  fear  of  it.  I  am  talking  about  those  who  work 
hard,  pay  their  taxes,  obey  the  laws  and  want  to  enjoy  their  God-given  liber- 
ties. We  are  committed  to  a  policy  of  peace  through  strength  in  a  world  where 
freedom  is  still  threatened  by  aggressors  who  would  destroy  our  freedom.  The 
United  States  of  America  must  remain  number  one. 

I  know  how  deeply  all  of  you  are  devoted  to  these  wonderful  principles.  I 
thank  you  for  your  steadfast  support.  But  there  is  one  more  effort  I  ask  of  you. 
Republicans  alone  cannot  win  this  election.  The  principles  we  hold  are  just 
as  dear  to  millions  of  our  friends  and  neighbors  who  prefer  to  be  Democrats  and 
Independents. 

Between  now  and  November  2,  I  ask  every  Republican  to  persuade  just  one 
Independent  and  one  Democrat — two  concerned  citizens  who  feel  as  we  do 
about  the  new  direction  that  this  country  must  take— to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
their  true  convictions.  If  you  do  this — ^person  to  person,  friend  to  friend — we  can 
win,  and  we  will  win  a  great  victory  for  the  American  people. 

We  must  go  forward  together.  There  is  no  way  we  can  lose,  except  by  rest- 
ing before  the  last  poll  closes. 

Together,  not  as  partisans  but  as  proud  Americans,  let's  get  America  oil  to  a 
good  start  on  our  third  century  of  freedom  and  liberty. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:    The   President   spoke   at   7:52    p.m.    in    the  Cardinal  Manning,  archbishop  of  Los  Angeles,  and 

International  Ballroom  at  the  Beverly  Hilton  Hotel,  Rabbi  Edward  F.  Magnin  of  the  Wilshire  Boulevard 

and  his  remarks  v^^ere  heard  over  closed-circuit  tele-  Temple. 

vision  at  22  fundraising  dinners  across  the  United  Prior  to  his  remarks,  the  President  met  privately 

States.  with  former  Governor  Ronald  Reagan  and  then,  ac- 

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  companied  by  Mrs.  Ford  and  the  Reagans,  greeted 

Bob  Hope,  entertainer  and  master  of  ceremonies  at  guests  at  the  dinner  in  the  Empire  Room  at  the 

the  dinner,  Holmes  Tuttle  and  Margaret  Brock,  co-  hotel, 
chairmen  of  the  dinner,  The  Most  Reverend  Timothy 

862 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  in  Los  Angeles 
With  Members  of  the  San  Fernando  Valley  Business  and 
Professional  Association.     October  8,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Matt.  And  it  goes  v^ithout  saying  that  I  am 
delighted  to  be  in  this  wonderful  valley  and  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
a  fev^  comments  and  then  responding  to  some  questions,  v^hich  I  am  sure  that 
you  have  on  your  mind. 
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But  before  doing  so,  Fd  like  to  give  you  some  very  straight  talk  on  the  question 
of  taxes.  I  say  straight  talk,  because  if  we  could  put  a  tax  on  empty  rhetoric  in 
this  political  year,  we'd  have  the  national  debt  paid  off  in  a  week.  [Laughter] 

When  we  talk  about  taxes,  we  are  actually  talking  more  than  just  about 
money.  Every  tax  dollar  represents  your  time,  your  energy,  and  your  individual 
hard  work.  Those  tax  dollars  ought  to  work  just  as  hard  for  you  as  you  work 
for  them. 

Mr.  Carter's  platform  calls  for  new  Government  programs  that  could  cost 
at  a  minimum  of  $100  billion  each  year.  And  if  you  take  a  further  analysis,  those 
programs  would  add  up  to  $200  billion  in  additional  Government  expenditures 
every  year.  He  never  puts  a  price  tag  on  those  programs.  He  just  says  he'll  soak 
the  rich,  close  the  loopholes,  and  everything  will  be  just  fine. 

If  we  put  a  100-percent  tax  on  all  personal  income  over  $50,000  a  year  in 
America,  it  would  produce  less  than  $9  billion  per  annum.  I  ask,  in  all  honesty, 
where  is  the  other  $191  billion  coming  from  if  you  use  his  minimum  cost  of 
those  new  programs?  There  are  two  choices:  One,  Mr.  Carter  can  have  a  $191 
billion  deficit;  two,  he  can  do  what  he  said  he  would  do  and  raise  taxes  on 
every  American  family  above  the  median  income  of  $14,000  per  person,  I  say 
there  is  a  better  way — cut  spending,  cut  taxes,  keep  more  of  your  own  money. 
To  me,  tax  reform  means  tax  reduction. 

For  10  years  now  Federal  spending  has  grown  at  an  alarming  rate.  The  facts 
are,  it's  grown  at  a  rate  of  about  11  percent  per  year,  thanks  to  an  overtaxing, 
overspending,  overbearing  Congress.  The  budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Con- 
gress in  January  of  this  year — I  proposed  a  cut  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal 
spending  by  half,  from  about  11  percent  to  5^2  percent. 

I  asked  for  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction;  unfortunately.  Congress  gave  about  a 
$10  billion  tax  reduction.  I  asked  for  an  increase  in  the  personal  exemption  from 
$750  to  $1,000;  Congress  refused  to  act.  And  just  the  other  day,  I  was  talking  to 
some  employees  in  a  plant  in  the  Washington,  D.C.,  area,  and  one  of  the  ques- 
tions that  they  asked  me:  What  about  tax  reduction  at  the  Federal  level?  I  said, 
"How  many  children  do  you  have  ?"  He  said  three.  If  you  took  the  tax  reduction 
proposal  that  I  recommended — an  increase  of  the  personal  exemption  from  $750 
to  $1,000 — it  would  mean  that  that  individual  with  three  children,  a  wife,  and 
himself,  would  get  a  $1,250  additional  tax  exemption  in  his  Federal  income  tax 
return.  That's  understandable,  that's  equitable,  and  it's  right.  And  we  are  going 
to  submit  it  to  the  Congress  again  in  January  of  1977. 

But  in  addition,  I  asked  for  tax  incentives  to  increase  business  investment  in 
high  unemployment  areas.  Again  Congress  refused. 
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Many  of  you  know  that  I  sent  back  to  the  Congress  59  bills  with  a  veto  stamp 
on  them.  Congress  has  supported  43  of  those  59  vetoes,  and  as  a  result  we  saved 
$9  billion  in  expenditures  from  the  Federal  budget.  If  Mr.  Carter's  friends  in 
Congress  had  been  more  interested  in  saving  money  than  spending  it,  we  could 
have  saved  an  additional  $16  billion. 

Mr.  Carter  calls  our  tax  system  a  disgrace  to  the  human  race.  If  that's  true, 
then  it's  a  disgrace  to  the  Democratic  majorities  in  the  Congress  who  have  con- 
trolled both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  written  every  tax  law  and  every  tax  loop- 
hole for  the  last  22  years.  That's  where  the  blame  belongs. 

One  day  Mr.  Carter  proposes  doing  away  with  tax  deductions  for  every  home 
mortgage  interest  payment  or  taxing  church  properties  other  than  church 
buildings;  the  next  day  he  says  that's  not  what  he  meant.  One  day  Mr.  Carter 
talks  about  balancing  the  Federal  budget  and  fighting  inflation;  the  next  day 
he  turns  around  and  talks  about  new  programs  that  would  cost  at  least  $100 
billion  each  year.  We've  seen  Mr.  Carter  go  from  labor  halls  and  blast  away  at 
businessmen  for  paying  less  than  their  share  of  Federal  taxes.  He  says  their 
burden  should  be  increased.  Then  he  goes  to  Club  21  in  Manhattan  and  tells 
businessmen,  "Don't  worry,  we  won't  hurt  you."  Now,  you  can't  have  it  both 
ways. 

Let  me  give  you  a  little  advice.  If  I  were  a  businessman  and  Jimmy  Carter 
were  President,  I'd  be  very,  very  worried.  If  I  were  concerned  about  inflation 
and  Jimmy  Carter  were  President,  I'd  be  extremely  worried.  If  I  were  concerned 
about  bringing  unemployment  down  without  spending  billions  and  billions 
on  dead-end,  Humphrey-Hawkins  jobs  and  Jimmy  Carter  was  President,  I 
would  be  extremely  worried. 

The  unemployment  figures  for  September  came  out  just  this  morning.  They 
were  announced  in  Washington  as  they  are  every  month.  Unemployment 
dropped  nationally  by  a  tenth  of  a  percent.  We're  moving  in  the  right  direction, 
but  not  with  make  work  jobs  at  the  taxpayer's  expense.  We're  moving  in  the 
right  direction  toward  full  employment  by  stimulating  the  private  sector  of  our 
economy — ^where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  exist  in  America — and  that's  the  right 
approach,  and  that's  the  Ford  administration's  attack  on  the  problems  of 
unemployment. 

And  let  me  talk  very  seriously  for  just  a  minute.  The  recent  crisis  in  Great 
Britain  tells  us  all  we  need  to  know  about  the  dangers  of  too  much  government, 
too  much  spending  on  borrowed  money.  The  British  pound  has  sunk  to  its 
lowest  level  in  the  history  of  that  great  country.  Inflation  has  been  running 
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at  about  25  percent.  Government  spending  in  Great  Britain  now  accounts  for 
60  percent  of  the  entire  British  economy. 

Listen  to  what  Prime  Minister  Jim  Callaghan  of  Great  Britain,  a  very 
courageous  man  in  a  serious  crisis,  said  just  last  week — and  he  made  this  com- 
ment in  speaking  to  his  Labor  Party  convention,  a  party  that  has  played  a  very 
important  role  in  helping  to  create  the  problem.  But  here  is  what  Jim  Callaghan 
said,  speaking  to  his  own  party  convention:  "We  used  to  think  that  you  could 
just  spend  your  way  out  of  a  recession  and  increase  employment  by  cutting 
taxes  and  boosting  Government  spending.  I  will  tell  you  in  all  candor  that 
option  no  longer  exists  and  that  insofar  as  it  ever  did  exist,  it  worked  by  in- 
jecting inflation  into  the  economy,  and  each  time  that  has  happened  the  aver- 
age level  of  unemployment  has  risen.  Higher  inflation,  followed  by  higher  un- 
employment— that  is  the  history  of  the  past  20  years  in  Great  Britain."  Then 
the  Prime  Minister  continued,  and  again  I  quote,  "Each  time  we  did  this  the 
twin  evils  of  unemployment  and  inflation  have  hit  hardest  those  least  able  to 
stand  them — the  poor,  the  old,  the  sick." 

My  friends,  that  is  really  what  this  campaign  is  all  about  in  America.  Mr. 
Carter  and  his  party  offer  more  promises,  more  programs,  more  spending,  more 
taxes,  more  inflation.  Jerry  Ford  says  that  government  is  already  too  large, 
too  powerful,  too  costly,  too  remote,  and  too  deeply  involved  in  your  personal 
lives. 

I  want  to  make  your  Government  your  capable  servant,  not  your  meddling 
master.  That's  why  I  am  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  1976. 1  ask  for  your 
help,  your  support,  and  your  vote  on  November  2. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much.  And  I'll  be  delighted  to  respond  to  your 
questions. 

Questions 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  preservation  of  the  Hollywood-Burbank  Airport  is 
extremely  important  to  people  in  this  area  insofar  as  jobs  and  the  transporta- 
tion alternatives  are  concerned.  We  understand  that  your  administration  is  in- 
volved very  deeply  in  trying  to  help  us  to  save  that  airport  in  providing  the 
funds  and  providing  the  resolution  of  the  problem  which  is  required,  an  en- 
vironmental impact  assessment. 

All  I  want  to  do  is  to  personally,  on  behalf  of  the  people  in  the  San  Fernando 
Valley,  and  my  district,  thank  you  for  your  involvement  and  your  support.  We 
understand  Elliot  Richardson  is  involved,  among  others. 

Thank  you. 
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The  President.  Thank  you  very  much.  I  am  very  personally  conscious  of 
the  importance  of  that  airport.  I  have  flown  in  there  a  few  times  over  the  years 
when  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  California.  The  Secretary  of  Commerce, 
the  head  of  the  FEA  [FAA],  and  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  are  all  very 
cognizant  not  only  of  the  importance  of  that  airport  to  this  area  but  to  the 
State.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  they  will  make  a  maximum  effort  to  come 
to  the  right  decision,  which  I  hope,  obviously,  is  one  that  will  satisfy  the  needs 
of  the  people  of  this  area. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  a  time  frame  established  for  returning  to  a 
balanced  budget? 

The  President.  The  answer — well,  let  me  repeat  the  question  in  case  some 
didn't  hear. 

The  question  is,  do  I  have  a  timetable  for  returning  to  a  balanced  budget  .f^ 
The  answer  is  categorically  yes. 

In  the  State  of  the  Union  Message  that  I  gave  to  the  Congress  in  January 
of  this  year,  in  the  budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  in  January  of  this 
year,  and  the  economic  program  that  was  likewise  submitted,  we  pointed  out 
that  if  we  cut  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending  from  11  percent  to  5^ 
percent,  and  if  we  gave  the  $28-billion  tax  reduction  that  I  proposed — which 
means  that  you  would  have,  for  every  dollar  you  cut  in  Federal  spending,  you 
could  have  a  dollar  reduction  in  Federal  taxes — we  could  have,  by  the  budget 
that  I  submitted — or  would  submit,  I  should  say,  in  January  of  1978,  a  bal- 
anced budget. 

Now  we  have  run  into  a  problem,  but  it's  not  insoluble.  I  recommended  a 
budget  for  the  current  fiscal  year  of  $395  billion.  The  Congress  has  exceeded 
that  by  their  resolution  by  approximately  $18  billion.  That  is  more,  obviously, 
than  I  think  the  Federal  Government  should  spend. 

But  I  believe  with  a  new  and  better  Congress — and  I  hope  we  get  one — we 
can  make  some  adjustments  that,  in  my  opinion,  will  make  up  for  the  extrav- 
agance of  this  past  Congress.  In  other  words,  we  have  two  more  budget  cycles 
where,  I  think,  we  can  put  the  lid  on,  keep  the  spending  under  control,  and  still 
achieve  our  balanced  budget  that  would  be  submitted  in  January  of  1978. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  what  is  your  feeling  on  the  taxa- 
tion of  church-owned  property,  not  the  church  itself  but  on  parochial  schools  ? 

The  President.  Well,  as  I  indicated  in  my  remarks,  Mr.  Carter,  in  an  inter- 
view that  he  gave  to  a  magazine  called  Liberty — which  is  a  magazine  published 
by  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  faith — said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  taxing  all 
church  property  other  than  the  church  itself. 
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I  categorically  say  that  that  is  a  wrong  approach,  because  in  effect,  in  many 
cases,  you  would  be  taxing  your  hospitals,  your  orphanages,  and  other  such 
operations  that  churches  undertake. 

As  far  as  tax  provisions  to  give  nonpublic  schools  an  opportunity  to  get  more 
financing  from  individuals  who  send  their  children  to  nonpublic  schools,  I  have 
long  advocated,  endorsed,  and  supported,  a  change  in  the  Internal  Revenue  leg- 
islation that  would  permit  either  a  tax  exemption  or  a  tax  deduction  for  those 
who,  as  a  matter  of  choice,  send  their  children  to  nonpublic  schools. 

I  am  a  personal  product  of  public  schools — elementary,  secondary,  and  higher 
education — except  I  went  to  Yale  Law  School,  which  is  not  a  public  institution. 
But  from  kindergarten  through  college,  I  was  a  product  of  public  education.  I 
believe  in  it.  But  I  also  believe — and  believe  very  strongly — that  the  competition 
of  nonpublic  schools  to  public  schools  is  good  for  education,  the  education  of  our 
children.  And  if  you  don't  have  that  competition,  I  think  the  public  schools 
would  get  in  a  monopoly  situation.  And  I  don't  like  monopolies,  period. 

So,  I  think  we  have  to  give  some  tax  relief  to  those  individuals  who,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  choice,  want  to  send  their  children  to  nonpublic  schools,  whether  they  are 
Lutheran  or  Catholic  or  Christian  Science  or  Jewish  or  whatever  the  sponsorship. 
And  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  give  some  tax  relief  to  those  who  make  that  choice. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  a  registered  Democrat. 

The  President,  Nice  to  see  you,  sir,  [Laughter] 

Q.  You're  going  to  see  more  than  just  myself.  The  question  I  wanted  to  ask, 
in  the  interim,  while  you  are  trying  to  get  the  Federal  Government  out  of  our 
business  here  locally,  what  can  you  do  to  help  us  cut  the  redtape  ?  And  what  is 
happening  regarding  the  redtape  for  revenue  sharing  matters  and  so  forth  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  respond  this  way.  When  I  became  President  on 
August  9, 1974,  one  of  the  first  things  I  found  was  that  the  previous  administra- 
tion had  projected  for  that  then  current  fiscal  year,  an  increase  of  40,000  Govern- 
ment employees.  Federal  employees.  I  made  an  order  almost  the  first  day  I  took 
office:  We're  not  going  to  continue  that  authorization  for  an  increase  of  some 
40,000.  We  were  able  to  make  it  stick  and,  actually,  in  the  2  years  that  I've  been 
President,  we  have  reduced  Federal  civilian  employment  by  11,000. 1  think  that's 
some  progress. 

Now  in  addition,  we  have  in  the  last  12  months,  on  an  order  by  me  to  the  Of- 
fice of  Management  and  Budget,  reduced  the  so-called  paperwork,  forms,  et 
cetera,  by  12  percent  in  the  Federal  establishment.  And  let  me  give  you  one  spe- 
cific illustration.  In  1974,  Congress  passed  what  was  called  the  Community  De- 
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velopment  Act,  which  would  replace  the  seven  categorical  programs  for  urban 
renewal,  model  cities,  et  cetera,  and  made  it  one  single  block  grant  approach. 

And  let  me  illustrate  what  that  can  do.  Under  the  old  program,  for  the  appli- 
cations to  proceed  from  the  city  to  the  regional  office  to  the  Federal  office,  it  took 
31  months.  Now,  I  am  sure  there  are  some  city  officials  here  who  can  confirm 
that  was  about  the  time  it  took.  Under  the  present  time,  it  takes  3  months.  And 
furthermore,  those  applications  under  those  old  seven  categorical  grant  pro- 
grams— they  were  1,800  pages.  Today  they  are  25  pages. 

The  net  result  is  we  have  reduced  the  processing  time  and  we  have  reduced 
the  paperwork  from  the  point  of  view  of  city  managers  and  others.  And  we  are 
going  to  keep  on  that  kind  of  pressure  in  order  to  make  the  Government  more 
responsive  and  responsible. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  your  new  administration  be  interested  in  and  amen- 
able to  tax  credit  and  tax  incentives,  maybe,  to  put  small  minority  businessmen 
on  a  par  with  their  majority  counterparts  ? 

The  President.  Well,  what  we  have  recommended  is  that  there  be  tax  incen- 
tives for  any  businessman  who  either  moves  the  plant  into  the  inner  city  or  ex- 
pands and  modernizes  his  business  within  the  inner  city  where  unemployment 
is  7  percent  or  higher,  if  I  recall  the  precise  figure. 

That,  to  me,  would  be  an  incentive  and  a  very  substantial  part  to  the  black 
businessman  who  wants  to  give  jobs  in  the  inner  city  to  the  unemployed,  par- 
ticularly the  disadvantaged  and  the  blacks,  within  a  city. 

I  would  have  to  look  into  whether  it  is  constitutional  to  give  a  tax  incentive 
to  a  particular  race  or  color  or  religion  under  the  Constitution.  I  just  would  have 
to  give  that  some  thought,  but  I  do  believe  that  the  program  we've  recommended 
would  be  a  stimulant  in  the  direction  in  which  you  think  it  would  be  wise. 

I  would  have  to,  in  all  honesty — rather  than  give  an  answer  that  I  might  have 
to  change  a  week  from  now — take  the  thoughtful  and,  I  think,  responsible 
course.  And  I  will  let  you  know.  But  I  know  that  the  program  we  have  proposed 
would  be  very  helpful  to  the  inner  city  where  unemployment  among  the  youth, 
particularly  the  minority  groups,  is  much  too  high.  If  we  could  have  that  kind  of 
a  program,  I  think  it  would  be  a  substantial  solution  to  the  problem  that  you 
have  raised. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  with  Hydraulic  Research  Textron  in  Valencia,  and  my 
question  deals  with  your  debate  strategy.  Mr.  Carter  keeps  evading  the  questions 
asked  by  the  panel  that  probe  his  weaknesses.  Why  aren't  you  forcing  him  to 
answer  the  questions  directly  ? 

The  President.  Well,  there  is  no  question  that  in — for  example,  his  3-minute 
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discussion  on  foreign  policy  raised  a  lot  of  rhetorical  partisan  issues  and  in  the 
2  minutes  of  rebuttal,  if  you  are  going  to  make  a  forthright,  accurate  answer  and 
you  don't  have  time  to  answer  all  of  the,  I  think,  purely  partisan  charges  that  he 
makes. 

But  then  we  do  find,  even  when  you  say  he  is  totally  inaccurate — as  I  said  that 
he  had  advocated  a  $15-billion  reduction  in  the  defense  budget— he  denied  it, 
and  if  you  read  the  Los  Angeles  Times  this  morning,  he  had  made  that  state- 
ment in  an  interview  with  a  Los  Angeles  Times  reporter. 

I  think  it  was  in  the  late  winter  or  early  spring  of  1975.  It  was  quoted  in  the 
paper.  Itwas  reaffirmed  by  the  reporter  that  talked  to  him.  I  happen  to  believe 
the  newspaper  account  of  what  he  said  rather  than  a  denial,  which  I  don't 
believe  was  the  fact.  So,  even  when  you  pin  him  down  he  varies,  I  think,  from 
an  accurate  answer.  I  could  have  used  stronger  language,  but — [laughter^ 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  commissioner  of  airports  of  LAX  [Los  Angeles  Inter- 
national Airport]  and  several  others.  In  August  of  this  year.  Secretary  Coleman 
made  a  recommendation  to  OMB  [Office  of  Management  and  Budget]  relative 
to  noise  abatement  programs  as  it  affects  retrofit  and  the  phasing  out  of  the  air- 
craft. Are  you  going  to  be  prepared  to  give  us  an  answer  prior  to  November  2 
as  to  what  we  can  expect  on  noise  abatement  in  LAX  ? 

The  President.  I  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  with  Secretary  Coleman  in 
the  last  month  on  just  that  question,  and  I  have  also  spent  a  good  bit  of  time 
with  others  within  the  administration.  And  let  me  give  you  some  idea  of  what 
the  problem  is,  as  well  as  what  the  solution  might  be. 

And  I  don't  want  to  preempt  precisely  what  we  are  going  to  do,  but  the 
problem  is  that  there  are  about  25  airports  in  this  country  where  there  is  a  noise 
problem.  It  involves  roughly  6  million  people  who  live  adjacent  to  or  within  the 
area  of  those  airports.  The  noise  standards  that  were  established  by  FAA 
[Federal  Aviation  Administration],  as  I  recall  about  2  years  ago,  required  that 
all  new  aircraft  that  are  going  to  use  those,  or  any  airports  in  this  country,  must 
meet  those  standards. 

Under  that  kind  of  a  program,  as  I  recall,  it  will  take  8  to  10  years  to  go 
through  the  whole  cycle  of  abandoning  those  present  planes  that  don't  meet  the 
standard  and  replacing  them  with  planes  that  do  meet  the  standard.  I  am  very 
concerned  that  we  have  not  been  tougher  in  this  regard. 

Now,  when  you  say  that,  in  effect  you  are  saying  that  today  we're  going  to 
impose  on  all  aircraft  who  use  our  many,  many  airports  in  this  country  the 
same  standards,  the  new  ones  as  well  as  those  that  are  unable  to  meet  the 
problem,  which,  if  you  did  it  today,  would  force  the  aircraft  industry  to  replace, 
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as  I  recall,  roughly  two-thirds  of  their  present  fleet. 

Now,  the  commercial  airliners  say  that  under  their  restrictions  imposed  on 
their  ticket  cost  they  cannot  go  into  a  program  that  permits  them  immediately 
to  buy  the  aircraft  that  would  meet  this  problem.  They  say  that  the  CAB  [Civil 
Aeronautics  Board]  won't  give  them  enough  price  relief. 

So,  the  answer  is  one  of  two  approaches — either  we  get  the  regulatory  reform 
that  I  recommended  to  the  Congress,  which  would  force  the  CAB  to  permit 
certain  prime  adjustments  in  their  fares  without  going  through  a  lengthy  process 
before  the  CAB.  And  if  they  got  that  relief,  if  Congress  stood  up  and  passed  the 
regulatory  reform  that  I  recommended,  then  the  CAB  and  the  industry  itself 
would  have  the  capability  of  meeting  the  problems  that  they  face  in  financing 
the  procurement  of  the  two-thirds  of  the  planes  that  don't  meet  the  noise 
standards. 

Now,  the  other  option.  At  the  present  time,  there  is  an  8-percent  Federal  tax 
on  commercial  plane  tickets.  That  money  goes  into  an  aircraft,  into  an  airport 
trust  fund.  That  trust  fund  presently  has  a  surplus. 

There  is  a  suggestion  that  that  be  reduced  from  8  to  6  percent,  and  that  a 
financing  plan  be  worked  out  that  would  take  that  2  percent  and  permit  the 
airlines  to  immediately  be  a  beneficiary  of  that  so  that  they  could  buy  more 
modern  aircraft  more  quickly.  It  is  very  complicated — but  it  is  a  solution. 

So,  when  you  come  down  to  it,  we  are  in  the  process  of  making  a  final  decision 
as  to  whether  we  should — well,  the  alternatives  are  Congress  must  pass  the 
regulatory  reform  that  gives  the  industry  itself  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  prob- 
lem or,  if  Congress  will  sit  on  its  hands,  as  it  has  in  other  regulatory  reform  pro- 
grams, if  they  won't  take  the  one  option,  then  I  think  the  other  option  is  a 
necessity  because  I  am  not  going  to  tolerate  an  8-  to  10-year  program  of  trying 
to  solve  the  noise  problem  at  airports,  the  26 — ^Los  Angeles,  La  Guardia,  Ken- 
nedy, O'Hare,  and  the  others. 

It's  not  right  to  the  6  million  people  when  we  have  a  better  answer,  either 
regulatory  reform  on  the  one  hand  or  a  financing  program  as  I  have  suggested 
on  the  other. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  am  a  reservist  with  the  Strategic  Air  Command  out  at 
Marsh  Field.  I  can  tell  you,  sir,  those  B-52's  will  not  go  another  10  years.  Are 
we  going  to  get  the  B-1  ? 

The  President.  I  made  a  speech  on  that  point  yesterday  out  at  the  Rockwell 
plant,^  and  I  made  precisely  the  point  you  are  talking  about.  The  B-52's  today 


^  See  Item  858. 
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are  an  integral  part  of  our  three-pronged  strategic  program  for  the  defense  of 
this  country. 

We  need  high-performance,  long-range  aircraft.  We  need  our  land-based 
ballistic  missile  systems.  We  need  our  submarine-launched  ballistic  missile 
systems. 

We  are  improving  our  land-based  programs  with  the  MARK-III,  and  we  are 
moving  into  the  MX  missile  development.  We  are  building  the  Trident  sub- 
marine to  replace  the  present  nuclear-powered  ballistic  missile  subniarine.  But 
we  cannot  permit  the  25-year-old  B-52's  to  continue  for  another  10  or  15  years. 

As  I  said  yesterday,  I'm  not  going  to  permit  pilots  to  fly  in  aircraft  which  is 
older  than  the  pilots  themselves.  And  that  is  what  you  do  if  you  go  on  with  the 
B-52.  The  B-1  has  met  every  test,  not  only  as  to  performance  but  as  to  cost.  And 
I  am  very  much  opposed  to  those  who  want  to  cancel  it  or  delay  it  and,  unfor- 
tunately, Mr.  Carter,  in  the  form  that  he  espouses,  either  wants  to  delay  it  or 
cancel  it. 

I  think  we  owe  something  to  the  young  people  who  are  called  upon  to  fly 
those  aircraft  to  give  them  the  best  equipment  that  this  country  can  buy. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  by  the  way,  I  support  you  all  the  way  in  those  CAB  regula- 
tions. We  fill  the  gallies  that  go  in  your  commercial  airlines. 

I  personally  am  more  concerned  about  the  minority  expression  in  the  Eastern 
European  countries  over  the  Communist  rule  than  I  am  in  what's  going  on  in 
Rhodesia  and  South  Africa.  Can  we  get  Kissinger  to  go  over  there  and  start 
doing  work  along  the  lines  which  you  are  talking  about  here  today  ? 

The  President.  The  question  raised  is  about  the  status  of  Eastern  European 
countries. 

This  administration  does  not  concede  that  there  should  be  Soviet  domina- 
tion of  the  Eastern  European  countries.  It  has  been  alleged  by  some  that  I  was 
not  as  precise  as  I  should  have  been  the  other  day.  [Laughter] 

But  let  me  explain  what  I  really  meant.  I  was  in  Poland  a  year  ago,  and  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  talk  with  a  number  of  citizens  of  Poland,  and  believe  me, 
they  are  courageous,  they  are  strong  people.  They  don't  beUeve  that  they  are 
going  to  be  forever  dominated — if  they  are — by  the  Soviet  Union.  They  believe 
in  the  independence  of  that  great  country,  and  so  do  I.  And  we  are  going  to  make 
certain,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  that  any  allegation  of  domination  is  not  a  fact. 

I  went  to  Poland,  I  went  to  Yugoslavia,  I  went  to  Romania  to  emphasize  that 
the  United  States  of  America  believes  in  freedom,  independence  of  all  Eastern 
European  countries.  And  that  is  what  I  believe  in  and  that  is  what  this  Govern- 
ment stands  for. 
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Q.  On  your  desk  is  a  piece  of  legislation  by  Congressman  Gorman  dealing 
with  the  extending  of  the  Federal  unemployment  insurance  program.  Question: 
Are  you  going  to  sign  it  or  veto  it  ? 

The  President.  I  have  alv^ays  felt,  Pete — and  I  am  sure  you  v^ould  agree  from 
your  long  experience  in  Government — you  should  read  the  fine  print,  particu- 
larly anything  coming  from  this  Gongress.  [Laughter] 

I  think  this  administration's  record  is  one  of  compassion  in  this  area.  When 
wt  wtTt  faced  w^ith  the  w^orst  recession  in  40  years,  I  not  only  recommended  but 
signed  legislation  to  extend  the  unemployment  compensation  from  26  v^eeks  to 
67  w^eeks  and  to  broaden  the  qualifications  so  that  more  people  w^ho  had  not  pre- 
viously been  covered  w^ould  be  covered. 

Now^,  as  long  as  wt  have  the  problem  wt  have — even  though  it  is  getting  less 
severe — this  administration  v^ill  show  the  same  compassion,  and  if  it  is  neces- 
sary to  sign  that  legislation,  with  the  brief  description  you  gave  of  it — 
[laughter] 

Q.  I  didn't  want  to  give  you  the  wrong  impression  that  I  am  recommending  a 
veto,  Mr.  President.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Well,  I  will  repeat  what  I  said.  I  am  going  to  take  a  good  look 
at  it  because  that  fine  print  sometimes  does  not  always  reflect  what  the  headlines 
show  in  the  newspapers.  So,  when  it  comes  to  the  desk  we  will  take  a  good  look, 
and  if  we  think  it  is  needed,  we  will  do  it.  If  not,  we  will  take  other  action. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:05  a.m.  at  a  break-        to  Matt  Lynch,  president  of  the  San  Fernando  Valley 
fast  meeting  in  the  Roof  Garden  at  the  Sheraton       Business  and  Professional  Association. 
Universal  Hotel.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Mi\e,  Congressman  Carlos  Moor  head,  distin- 
guished  public  officials,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Gee,  it's  just  wonderful  to  be  here.  Betty  and  I  enjoyed  being  vs^ith  you  last 
night.  We  both  w^ant  to  thank  you  for  your  support. 

I  w^ould  like  to  take  just  a  fev^  minutes,  if  I  might,  to  talk  about  some  of  the 
things  that  are  an  issue  in  this  campaign  and  to  set  the  record  straight  on  several 
issues  that  involve  the  future  security  of  this  country,  both  domestically  and 
internationally. 
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Number  one,  each  and  every  one  of  us  believe  in  a  strong  America;  that 
means  a  strong  national  defense  program.  Mr.  Carter,  about  a  year  ago,  called 
for  a  $15  billion  reduction  in  the  defense  program.  You  can't  keep  America 
strong  v^ith  that  kind  of  cutting  of  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and 
Marines. 

Mr.  Carter,  v^affling  as  he  usually  does,  has  said  that  he  vv^ould  either  cancel 
or  delay  die  production  of  the  B-1  bomber.  At  the  present  time,  v^e  are  flying 
the  B-52's,  a  great  aircraft,  but  they're  about  20  years  old.  By  the  time  the  B-1 
is  built  and  deployed,  the  B-52's  v^ill  be  anywhere  from  30  to  35  years  old.  I 
don't  believe  that  wt  should  send  young  American  pilots  flying  an  aircraft 
that's  older  than  they  are. 

The  B-1  is  a  plan  that  w^ill  help  us  maintain  the  peace  and  protect  our  na- 
tional security.  It's  an  integral,  important  part  of  our  overall  defense  program, 
and  Mr.  Carter  is  very  v^rong  w^hen  he  w^ants  to  either  cancel  or  delay  it.  And 
President  Ford  beUeves  it  must  be  produced  and  deployed  for  our  national 
security. 

A  great  President  of  the  United  States,  Teddy  Roosevelt,  once  said,  "Speak 
softly  and  carry  a  big  stick."  Mr.  Carter  speaks  loudly  and  carries  a  flysw^atter. 
[Laughter] 

But  if  v^e're  going  to  keep  America  strong  at  home,  wt  must  spend  less, 
have  lower  deficits  and  lower  taxes  so  that  the  free  enterprise,  the  great  engine 
of  a  strong  America,  will  have  a  chance.  Mr.  Carter  has  called  for  tax  in- 
creases for  all  taxpayers  from  the  median  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer.  That 
means  he  wants  to  increase  taxes  for  all  taxpayers  from  $14,000  up.  That's 
wrong.  I  believe  that  we  must  reduce  taxes  for  the  middle-income  taxpayers, 
and  we  will. 

I  recommended  in  January  of  this  year  that  the  personal  exemption  should 
be  increased  from  $750  to  $1,000  to  help  the  shortchanged  middle-income  tax- 
payers. And  that's  what  we're  going  to  do  with  a  new  Congress. 

The  best  tax  reform  I  know  is  tax  reduction.  Let  me  say  that  the  Ford  ad- 
ministration believes  that  we  must  cut  spending  and  we  must  cut  taxes,  and 
that's  what  we're  going  to  do  in  the  next  4  years. 

Mr.  Carter  talks  about  the  bad  tax  program  that  we  have  at  the  present  rime. 
Let  me  remind  you  and  remind  him  that  if  our  tax  legislation  is  bad  today,  for 
the  last  22  years  the  Democrats  controlled  the  Congress,  and  they  have  written 
every  tax  bill  that's  on  the  law  today. 

So,  I  say  to  you  if  we're  going  to  be  strong  at  home,  have  a  healthy  economy, 
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if  we  are  going  to  be  strong  so  that  we  can  maintain  the  peace  that  we  have, 
we  have  to  beat  Jimmy  Carter  and  elect  Jerry  Ford. 

I'm  proud  to  stand  before  you,  as  well  as  any  other  audience  in  this  country 
today,  and  say  that  I  am  the  first  President  in  20  years  who  can  say  as  he  seeks 
election  that  America  is  at  peace,  that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fight- 
ing or  dying  on  foreign  soil.  That's  a  record  that  we're  going  to  keep  for  the 
next  4  years. 

One  final  word:  This  is  a  wonderful  group.  We  have  got  a  real  mission  to 
perform.  Before  the  convention  in  Kansas  City,  we  were  30-some  points  be- 
hind. We  have  been  closing  that  gap  rapidly.  We  have  the  momentum  because 
we  have  the  right  program.  We  tell  the  American  people  the  truth.  We  don't 
make  a  mistake  one  day  and  apologize  for  it  the  next.  The  United  States  be- 
lieves that  the  policies  of  this  administration — peace  with  freedom,  a  strong 
economy  predicated  on  the  private  enterprise  system — ^is  the  way  to  keep  Amer- 
ica, not  only  for  ourselves  but,  more  importantly,  for  our  children  and  our 
grandchildren. 

I  go  before  you  and  the  American  people,  proud  of  what  we  have  done  in  the 
last  2  years  and  optimistic  about  what  opportunities  we  have  for  progress  in  the 
next  4  years.  We  may  still  be  behind  by  a  narrow  margin,  but  with  your  help 
and  with  the  right  programs  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Carter  makes  mistake 
after  mistake,  we  are  going  to  win  that  election  for  the  American  people 
November  2. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

NOTE:   The  President  spoke  at   10:22   a.m.  in  the       cochairman   of  the  Los   Angeles  County  President 
Studio  Suite  at  the  Sheraton  Universal  Hotel.  In  his       Ford  Committee, 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Mike  Antonovich, 
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Remarks  at  the  ''Days  of  the  Verdugos"  Festival  in 
Glendale,  California.     October  8,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Mayor  Haverkamp,  Congressman  Carlos  Moor- 
head  and  your  former  Congressman  and  my  old  and  very  dear  friend,  Allen 
Smith,  Jerry  Keithley,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It's  great  to  be  in  Glendale,  first,  and  it  is  wonderful  to  be  here  on  the  opening 
of  the  Verdugos  Festival,  and  I  thank  you  for  inviting  me.  I  can  see  v^hy  you 
like  to  relive  the  romantic  days  of  the  Spanish  land  grants.  In  those  days,  the 
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government  gave  its  citizens  property.  Nowadays,  government  just  tries  to  take 
it  aw^ay  from  you,  and  v/t  are  going  to  stop  it. 

In  the  last  few  days  I  have  had  the  privilege  and  honor  of  visiting  San  Fran- 
cisco, Los  Angeles,  Beverly  Hills,  Universal  City,  and  now  Glendale.  The 
weather  gets  better,  and  the  welcome  is  warmer,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very 
much.  But  with  this  kind  of  welcome  in  Glendale,  I  know  we  are  going  to  win 
California  on  November  2. 

One  of  the  most  important  issues  in  this  campaign — especially  here  in  Cali- 
fornia— is  taxes.  The  people  of  California  have  already  heard  all  four  sides  of 
the  tax  question.  Unfortunately,  three  of  them  came  from  Jimmy  Carter.  Let 
me  give  you  some  examples. 

First,  back  in  February,  Mr.  Carter  said  he  wanted  to  eliminate  the  home 
mortgage  interest  deduction  on  your  Federal  income  tax.  That  was  one  of  those 
loopholes  he  keeps  talking  about.  Not  long  after  that  he  said  maybe  he  would 
not  eUminate  the  deduction.  As  it  stands  now  nobody  is  sure,  least  of  all 
Mr.  Carter. 

Second,  a  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Carter  suggested  he  would  raise  income  taxes 
for  everyone  over  the  median-income  level,  about  $14,000  per  year.  Now  he  says 
that  isn't  what  he  meant.  He  says  he  has  not  studied  the  subject  at  all,  but  he 
will  let  us  know  what  he  decides  after  he  has  been  in  office  for  a  few  weeks.  I 
say  that  is  too  late,  and  I  say  that  very  sincerely  and  very  specifically.  I  say  we 
should  know — 215  million  Americans — ^before  election  what  Mr.  Carter  plans 
to  do  about  your  taxes. 

Third,  Mr.  Carter's  platform  calls  for  between  $100  billion  and  $200  billion 
in  new  Federal  spending.  Yet,  he  talks  about  balancing  the  budget  without  rais- 
ing anybody's  taxes.  He  can't  have  it  both  ways.  You  know  it,  and  I  know  it. 
He  can't  talk  about  compassion  and  not  have  compassion  for  the  hard-working, 
middle-income  taxpayers  in  this  country. 

The  American  people  have  a  big  heart,  but  too  many  politicians  mistake  that 
big  heart  for  a  blank  check.  It  is  not  an  act  of  compassion  to  rob  older  citizens 
of  their  fixed  income  by  feeding  inflation  with  more  Federal  spending.  It  is 
not  an  act  of  compassion  to  prevent  a  young  couple  from  buying  a  home  because 
Federal  borrowing  for  deficit  spending  drives  up  interest  rates.  It  is  not  an  act 
of  compassion  to  put  coming  generations  of  Americans  deeply  in  debt  and 
mortgage  their  futures  before  they  are  born. 

You  work  hard  for  every  dollar  that  you  earn.  Your  tax  dollars  should  work 
just  as  hard  for  you,  and  that  is  the  way  it  will  be  under  a  Ford  administration. 
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You  know  who  pays  for  every  campaign  promise.  You  know  when  the  bills 
come  due  you  get  stuck  with  them. 

In  the  last  2  years  I  vetoed  59  extravagant  spending  bills  sent  down  to  the 
Oval  Office  by  an  irresponsible  Congress.  My  vetoes  saved  $9  billion.  If  Mr. 
Carter's  friends  in  Congress  had  been  as  interested  in  saving  money  as  I  am, 
my  vetoes  could  have  saved  $16  billion  more.  We  hope  for  a  better  Congress 
with  Carlos  Moorhead  and  with  Dr.  Hayakawa  representing  you  in  the  United 
States  Senate. 

My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction — cut  spending,  cut  taxes,  keep  more 
of  your  own  money.  For  10  years  now  Federal  spending  has  grown  at  an  alarm- 
ing rate  thanks  to  an  overtaxing,  overspending,  overbearing  Congress.  The 
budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  last  January  cut  that  rate  of  growth  by 
one-half. 

I  asked  for  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  and  a  $28  billion  cut  in  Federal  spend- 
ing—a dollar  of  tax  reduction  for  a  dollar  of  a  reduction  in  Federal  spending.  I 
asked  for  an  increase  in  your  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's 
tax  reHef  for  the  middle-income  taxpayer  of  this  country.  They  have  been  short- 
changed by  the  kind  of  a  Congress  we  have  had  for  the  last  22  years,  and  we  have 
got  to  change  that  Congress  so  the  middle-income  taxpayer  will  get  the  kind  of 
a  tax  reduction  that  they  deserve.  I  asked  for  tax  incentives  to  increase  business 
investment  in  high  employment  areas.  Congress  refused. 

Mr.  Carter  calls  our  tax  system — he  says  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  human  race.  If 
that's  true,  then  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  Democratic  majorities  who  have  controlled 
both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  written  every  tax  law  and  every  tax  loophole  for 
the  past  22  years.  You  know  where  to  put  the  blame. 

The  direction  America  takes  in  the  next  4  years  will  be  determined  by  the  deci- 
sion that  you  make  on  November  2.  And  let  me  use  an  illustration,  if  I  might. 

The  crisis  in  Great  Britain,  a  long  and  wonderful  ally  of  the  United  States, 
tells  us  all  we  need  to  know  about  the  danger  of  too  much  government,  too  much 
spending  on  borrowed  money.  The  British  pound,  their  currency,  has  sunk  to  its 
lowest  level  in  alltime  history.  Inflation  in  Great  Britain  has  been  running  at 
over  25  percent.  Government  spending  now  accounts  for  60  percent  of  the  entire 
British  economy. 

Listen  to  what  Prime  Minister  Jim  Callaghan  of  Great  Britain,  a  courageous 
man  who  represents  the  head  of  that  Government— he  said,  and  I  quote,  "We 
used  to  think  that  you  could  just  spend  your  way  out  of  a  recession  and  increase 
employment  by  cutting  taxes  and  boosting  Government  spending.  I  tell  you 
in  all  candor,"  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  said,  "that  that  option  no  longer  exists 
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and  that  insofar  as  it  ever  did  exist,  it  worked  by  injecting  inflation  into  our 
economy." 

He  went  on  to  say,  "And  each  time  that  that  has  happened,  the  average  level 
of  unemployment  has  risen.  Higher  inflation,  followed  by  higher  unemploy- 
ment, that  is  the  history  of  the  last  20  years." 

And  then  the  Prime  Minister  went  on  with  another  observation  that  I  think 
is  so  pertinent  in  this  political  campaign.  He  said,  "Each  time  we  did  this  the 
twin  evils  of  unemployment  and  inflation  have  hit  hardest  those  least  able  to 
stand  them — the  poor,  the  old,  and  the  sick."  My  friends,  this  is  really  what  this 
campaign  is  all  about. 

Mr.  Carter  and  his  party  platform  offer  more  promises,  more  programs,  more 
spending,  more  taxes,  more  inflation,  and  more  unemployment,  and  we  are  not 
going  to  let  that  happen  on  November  2. 

The  unemployment  figures  for  September  came  out  this  morning  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  Unemployment  dropped  by  a  tenth  of  a  percent.  We  are  moving 
in  the  right  direction,  but  not  with  make-work  jobs  at  the  taxpayer's  expense. 
We  are  moving  in  the  right  direction  toward  full  employment  by  stimulating 
the  private  economy  where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  exist  in  America. 

Let  me  make  one  other  additional  comment.  I  have  been  talking  about  how 
we  can  strengthen  our  economy  here  at  home.  But  it  is  equally  important  that 
we  strengthen  our  capability  to  meet  the  challenge  of  any  aggressors  abroad. 

How  many  of  you  remember  a  statement  made  by  a  former  great  President, 
Teddy  Roosevelt,  who  said,  "Speak  softly  and  carry  a  big  stick"?  Mr.  Carter 
speaks  loudly  and  wants  to  carry  a  flyswatter.  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  cancel  or 
cut  back  the  B-1.  He  wants  to  keep  our  pilots  flying  the  B-52's  that  are  20  to  25 
years  old  today.  I  don't  believe  we  should  send  a  young  pilot  in  a  plane  that  is 
older  than  he  is. 

The  best  way  I  know  to  keep  the  peace  is  to  be  strong  at  home  with  an  econ- 
omy that  meets  the  challenges  that  we  must  face,  with  a  military  capability 
that  will  meet  every  challenge  from  any  source  around  the  world.  And  you 
can't  do  that  with  the  kind  of  a  $15  billion  cut  in  defense  spending  that  Jimmy 
Carter  wants  to  make.  You'll  weaken  us  in  our  challenges  from  those  countries 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain  or  the  Bamboo  Curtain. 

But  a  military  program  that  I  stand  for  is  one  of  strength  so  that  we  can 
negotiate  with  our  adversaries  from  a  position  of  strength.  Don't  buy  the  weak 
military  program  in  this  critical  period  that  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  foist  upon  the 
American  people.  It  is  wrong  for  America,  and  don't  stand  for  it. 

Let  me  conclude  by  saying  that  Jerry  Ford  says  that  government  is  already 
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too  large,  too  powerful,  too  costly,  too  remote,  and  too  deeply  involved  in  your 
daily  lives.  I  want  to  make  government  your  capable  servant  but  not  your 
meddling  master.  That  is  why  I  am  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  on 
November   2. 

As  Glendale  celebrates  its  proud  past,  I  ask  you  to  think  about  your  children*s 
future  and  your  country's  future.  I  ask  for  your  help  on  that  fateful  day  of 
November  2.  I  ask  for  your  support,  your  vote. 

And  let  me  conclude  by  saying:  Jerry  Ford  hasn't  and  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   12:05   p.m.   at  the  every  October  to  celebrate  the  Spanish  heritage  of 

Glendale   City  Hall.   In  his   opening  remarks,   he  the  Verdugo  Valley. 

referred  to  Mayor  Warren  Havercamp   and   Jerry  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

Keithley,  city  manager  of  Glendale.  the  White  House  press  release. 
The  "Days  of  the  Verdugos"  is  a  festival  held 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  With 
Reporters  in  Glendale,  California.     October  8,  1976 

LET  ME  make  an  observation  or  comment.  Perhaps  I  could  have  been  more 
precise  in  v^hat  I  said  concerning  Soviet  domination  of  Poland/  I,  fortunately, 
had  the  opportunity  of  being  in  Poland  in  1975.  No  Democratic  President  has 
ever  visted  Poland  w^hile  in  office,  so  I  had  the  opportunity  to  see  the  Polish 
people,  to  get  their  reaction  from  an  American  President.  And  I  was  there  for 
the  purpose  of  indicating  to  the  thousands  and  thousands  of  Polish  people  that 
the  United  States  beUeves  in  their  desire  for  freedom  and  independence.  I  recog- 
nize that  there  are  Polish — or  in  Poland  there  are  Soviet  divisions,  but  anybody 
v^ho  has  looked  straight  in  the  eye  at  thousands  of  fine  Polish  people  knows  that 
their  desire  for  liberty  and  freedom  is  just  as  great  as  the  desire  for  liberty  and 
freedom  of  the  American  people. 

It  is  tragic  that  the  Soviet  Union  does  have  some  divisions  in  Poland.  It  is  a 
tragedy  that  I  hope  in  the  future  the  Poles  will  be  able  to  find  another  solution 
because  the  unquenchable  spirit  of  the  Polish  people  is  something  that  I  admire 
and  respect. 

I  join  the  Polish  Americans  in  this  country  who  know  that  their  ancestral 
home  is  the  home  that  where  for  centuries  there  was  freedom,  and  we  want 
freedom  for  their  relatives  and  their  loved  ones  and  their  people  in  the  land  that 
they  came  from. 

^  See  item  854,  page  2408. 
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President  Ford  does  not  believe  that  the  PoHsh  people  over  the  long  run— 
w^hether  they  are  in  Poland  or  whether  they  are  Polish  Americans  here— will 
ever  condone  domination  by  any  foreign  force. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  today,  in  virtually  all  of  Eastern  Europe,  does  the 
Soviet  Union  have  military  dominance  ? 

The  President.  As  I  said  the  other  night  the  Soviet  Union  does  not  have 
domination  of  Yugoslavia,  The  Soviet  Union  does  not  militarily  dominate  Ro- 
mania. I  was  perhaps  not  as  precise  as  I  should  have  been.  I  recognize  there  are 
Soviet  divisions  in  Poland.  I  regret  it.  And  I  am  very  proud  of  the  courageous 
attitude  of  the  Polish  people  who  want  freedom,  who  have  the  aspirations  for 
liberty,  just  as  we  do  in  the  United  States.  And  I  fully  support  their  hopes  and 
aspirations. 

There  are  several  other  countries  in  Eastern  Europe  that  tragically  have 
Soviet  military  forces  in  their  country.  That  is  not  what  President  Ford  wants, 
and  that  is  not  what  the  American  people  want. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  has  this  caused  you  any  political  trouble  ? 

The  President.  I  have  no  way  of  knowing.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  Polish 
Americans  in  this  country  know  of  my  strong  support  over  the  years,  not  just 
recently,  for  the  Captive  Nations  resolution.  It  was  enacted  frequently  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  I  always  supported  it. 

So,  any  Polish  American  or  any  other  ethnic  American  who  knows  of 
President  Ford's  record  of  full  support  for  the  Captive  Nations  resolution 
knows  where  I  stand. 

Q.  Did  you  come  out  to  put  an  end  to  this  misunderstanding  ? 

The  President.  I  hope  and  trust  that  my  observations  this  morning  will  put 
an  end  to  a  misunderstanding.  It  was  a  misunderstanding,  and  I  hope  and  trust 
that  my  very  deep  and  firm  convictions  have  now  been  said  again,  as  they  have 
over  the  years. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:05  p.m.  at  Glendale  City  Hall. 
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Remarks  in  Lawton,  Oklahoma.     October  8,  1976 

Than{  you  very,  very  much,  Senator  Dewey  Bartlett,  Senator  Henry  Bellmon, 
Senator  Paul  Laxalt,  my  good  friend  Tom  Steed,  my  good  friend  John  Jarman, 
Mayor  Gilley,  distinguished  guests  on  the  podium,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 
It's  great  to  be  back  in  Oklahoma,  and  thank  you  very,  very  much.  Senator 
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Bellmon  and  Senator  Bartlett  tell  me  you  have  a  pretty  good  football  team  in 
Oklahoma  this  year.  My  alma  mater,  the  University  of  Michigan,  learned  it  the 
hard  way  last  year.  I  told  them  that  the  University  of  Michigan  was  not  bad  this 
year.  I  hope  they're  good.  Dewey,  maybe  I  can  win  that  2  bucks  back  again. 

Tomorrow,  I'm  going  to  have  the  honor  of  attending  the  Texas-Oklahoma 
football  game.  Anyone  here  know  who's  going  to  win  that  game  tomorrow  ?  I 
just  thought  I  would  ask.  As  I  said,  we're  stopping  down  at  the  Texas  State  Fair 
tomorrow,  and  I  may  get  a  question  about  it.  As  President,  I  have  to  be  impartial 
about  the  game.  I  even  have  to  change  sides  during  the  half.  Of  course,  if  my 
opponent  were  there,  I  am  sure  he  would  find  some  way  to  sit  on  both  sides  at 
the  same  time. 

Now,  let  me  give  you  some  straight  talk  about  taxes  and  national  defense.  You 
love  America,  as  I  do.  You  want  an  America  strong  and  decent  here  at  home. 
You  want  an  America  strong  and  at  peace,  with  freedom,  throughout  the  world. 
This  country  has  restored  trust  in  the  White  House  in  the  last  2  years.  This 
country  has  restored  peace  abroad.  We  should  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  not  a 
single  young  American  is  fighting  and  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight.  And 
we're  going  to  keep  it  that  way.  You  should  be  proud  that  we  have  turned  our 
economy  around,  that  America  sees  brighter  stars,  skies,  like  you  see  in  Okla- 
homa right  here  today.  We're  proud  of  that  progress. 

Now,  let  me  give  you  a  little  straight  talk  about  taxes,  because  if  I  could  put 
a  tax  on  empty  rhetoric  in  this  political  year,  we  would  have  the  national  debt 
paid  off  in  1  week.  When  we  talk  about  taxes,  we're  talking  more  than  just 
about  money.  Every  tax  dollar  represents  your  time,  your  energy,  your  hard 
work.  Those  tax  dollars  ought  to  work  just  as  hard  for  you  as  you  have  worked 
for  them. 

Mr.  Carter's  platform  calls  for  new  Government  programs  that  would  cost 
between  $100  billion  and  $200  billion  each  year.  He  never  puts  a  price  tag  on 
those  programs.  He  just  says  he  will  soak  the  rich,  close  the  loopholes,  and  every- 
thing will  be  just  fine. 

Let  me  say  this:  If  we  put  a  100  percent  tax  on  all  personal  income  over  $50,- 

000  in  America,  it  would  produce  less  than  $9  billion  a  year.  Where  is  the  other 
$191  billion  going  to  come  from ?  Two  choices:  One,  Mr.  Carter  can  have  a  $191 
billion  deficit;  two,  he  can  do  what  he  said  he  would  do  and  raise  taxes  on  every 
American  family  above  the  median  income  of  $14,000,  and  we  don't  want  that. 

1  say  to  you  there's  a  better  way:  Cut  spending,  cut  taxes,  keep  more  of  your  own 
money.  To  me,  tax  reform  means  tax  reduction. 

For  10  years  now  your  Federal  Government  has  been  spending — spending 
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has  grown  at  an  alarming  rate,  thanks  to  an  overtaxing,  overspending,  over- 
bearing Congress.  The  budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  this  year  cut  that 
rate  of  growth  by  one-half.  I  asked  for  a  $28-binion  tax  cut.  I  asked  for  a  $28- 
biUion  restraint  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending  so  we  could  have  an  honest 
tax  reduction.  For  every  dollar  we  cut  in  spending,  we  could  cut  a  dollar  in  taxes. 
Unfortunately,  the  Congress  refused  to  make  those  reductions  in  spending.  They 
went  $18  billion  more  in  the  spending  than  I  recommended.  And  the  net  result 
is  they  only  cut  the  taxes  of  the  American  people  $10  billion  this  year. 

In  January  of  next  year,  we're  going  to  do  a  lot  better  with  a  much  better 
Congress.  I  will  tell  you  the  kinds  of  tax  reductions  I  want.  I  asked  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000  per  person.  That  means 
that  the  middle-income  taxpayer  who  has  gotten  short  shrift,  shortchanged  by 
the  Congress  over  the  years  will  get  the  kind  of  tax  reduction  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  need  and  want.  And  that's  what  we  stand  for,  and  we're  going  to  get 
it  next  year. 

I  asked  for  tax  incentives  to  increase  business  investment  in  high  unemploy- 
ment areas.  Congress  refused.  I  sent  back  to  the  Congress  59  bills  that  I  vetoed. 
I  saved  you  more  than  $9  billion.  If  Mr.  Carter's  friends  in  the  Congress  had  been 
more  interested  in  saving  rather  than  spending,  we  could  have  saved  another 
$16  billion. 

But  let  me  say  those  vetoes  did  a  lot  of  good.  I  thank  those  in  the  Congress 
who  supported  me.  I  appreciate  the  support  from  people  like  Henry  Bellmon, 
Dewey  Bartlett,  John  Jarman,  Tom  Steed.  Those  are  the  kind  of  people  that 
have  stood  with  you  and  stood  with  me  in  these  tough  decisions  to  save  your 
hard-earned  tax  dollars. 

But,  let  me  say  another  word  or  two.  One  day  Mr.  Carter  proposes  doing 
away  with  tax  deductions  for  home  mortgage  interest  payments,  for  taxing 
church  properties  other  than  church  buildings;  the  next  day  he  says  that  wasn't 
what  he  really  meant.  One  day  Mr.  Carter  talks  about  balancing  the  Federal 
budget  and  fighting  inflation;  the  next  day  he  turns  around  and  talks  about 
new  programs  that  would  cost  at  least  $100  billion  annually.  We  have  seen 
Mr.  Carter  go  from  labor  halls  and  blast  away  at  businessmen  for  paying  less 
than  their  share  of  taxes  and  say  their  burden  should  be  increased.  Then  he  goes 
to  Wall  Street  in  New  York  City,  the  21  Club,  and  tells  businessmen,  "Don't 
worry,  I  didn't  mean  what  I  said."  We  have  seen  Mr.  Carter  call  for  cuts  of  $15 
billion  in  the  defense  budget,  not  once  but  twice — in  Savannah,  Georgia, 
March  15, 1975;  in  Beverly  Hills,  California,  5  days  later.  Then  last  Wednesday 
night  we  saw  him  deny  it  in  San  Francisco. 
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Mr.  Carter  can  change  his  mind  as  often  as  he  wants  to — and  he  does  it  plenty 
of  times— but  he  can't  change  the  facts.  He  was  wrong  when  he  denied  that  he 
ever  said  we  should  slash,  we  should  gut  our  defense  budget  by  $15  billion. 
The  American  people  asked  Mr.  Carter  what  are  they  supposed  to  believe. 
Mr.  Carter  replies,  don't  worry,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  plan  to  do  after  No- 
vember 2. 

But  let's  talk  about  national  defense.  You  have  got  a  great  national  park  here 
just  a  few  miles  away.  A  great  American  President,  Teddy  Roosevelt,  once  said, 
"Speak  sofdy  and  carry  a  big  stick."  Mr.  Carter  speaks  loudly  and  carries  a 
flyswatter. 

He  wants  to  cut  $15  billion  out  of  your  Army,  your  Navy,  your  Air  Force, 
and  Marine  Corps.  He  wants  to  cancel  or  delay  the  B-1  bomber,  which  is  aimed 
at  replacing  the  B-52.  The  B-52's  are  about  20  years  old,  and  by  the  time  we 
phase  in  the  B-1,  they  will  be  another  5  years  older.  But  let  me  be  very,  very 
precise  in  this.  President  Ford  doesn't  believe  in  sending  young  pilots  in  planes 
in  combat  that  are  older  than  the  pilots  themselves.  They  deserve  better  than 
that  from  the  American  people. 

Now,  let  me  give  you  a  litde  advice.  If  I  were  concerned  about  keeping 
America  strong  and  Jimmy  Carter  were  President,  I  would  be  worried  sick. 
If  I  were  concerned  about  inflation  and  high  taxes  and  Jimmy  Carter  were 
President,  I  would  be  very,  very  worried.  If  I  were  concerned  about  bringing 
unemployment  down  without  spending  billions  and  billions  on  dead-end 
Humphrey-Hawkins  jobs  and  Jimmy  Carter  were  President,  I  would  be  very 
worried. 

My  friends,  that  is  really  what  this  campaign  is  all  about.  Mr.  Carter  and 
his  platform  offer  more  promises,  more  programs,  more  spending,  more  infla- 
tion, and  more  taxes.  Jerry  Ford  says  that  government  is  already  too  large,  too 
powerful,  too  cosriy,  too  remote,  and  too,  too  deeply  involved  in  your  lives.  I 
want  to  make  government  your  capable  servant  but  not  your  meddling  master. 
That's  why  I  am  a  candidate  for  President  in  1976. 

Now  let  me  make  one  final  observation  and  comment.  This  country  is  strong, 
and  this  country  is  beautiful.  But  we  ought  to  learn  from  past  history.  As  we 
look  around  the  world,  one  of  our  great  and  staunch  allies  over  the  years  has 
been  Great  Britain.  But  Great  Britain  today  is  faced  with  the  gravest  financial 
crisis  in  its  illustrious  history. 

Just  earlier,  a  week  ago,  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  had  the  courage  to  say  as 
he  spoke  to  his  Labor  Party  Convention  in  England— and  I  quote  him,  because 
I  think  his  words  are  what  we  ought  to  listen  to.  Prime  Minister  Callaghan  had 
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this  to  say,  and  I  quote:  "Britain  for  too  long  has  Hved  on  borrowed  rime, 
borrowed  money  and  borrowed  ideas.  We  will  fail  if  we  think  we  can  buy  our 
way  out  of  our  present  difficulties  by  printing  confetti  money  and  paying  our- 
selves more  than  we  earn."  Those  are  strong  words  by  a  man  who  leads  a  coun- 
try whose  past  has  been  great  but  whose  crisis  is  serious. 

Let  me  say  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  that  this  country  is  strong,  but  we 
have  those  who  are  running  for  the  Presidency  who  want  to  borrow  more 
money,  spend  more  money,  have  higher  taxes,  and  lead  us  down  the  road  to 
more  and  more  inflation. 

Let  me  say  very  specifically  to  each  and  every  one  of  you,  as  long  as  Jerry 
Ford  is  President  of  the  United  States,  we  will  not  have  that  kind  of  a  govern- 
ment. We  will  have  a  strong  government  at  home  with  less  taxes,  less  inflation, 
less  Federal  spending,  and  we  will  have  a  government  that's  strong  enough  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  to  maintain  our  deterrent  forces  and  to  look  at  each 
other  and  say  we're  proud  of  America. 

I  come  before  you  as  a  President  who  wants  to  serve  you  for  the  next  4  years, 
and  to  come  back  to  Oklahoma,  to  Lawton,  and  say  I  have  kept  my  promises. 

I  want,  I  need  your  support.  I  won't  let  you  down.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:40  p.m.  at  the  Lawton  Municipal  Airport.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  re- 
ferred to  Mayor  Wayne  Gilley  of  Lawton. 
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Remarks  in  Lawton,  Oklahoma,  Upon  Signing  a  Proclamation 
for  the  Observance  of  Native  American  Awareness  Week. 
October  8,  1976 

BEFORE  SIGNING  the  proclamation  [4468],  I  would  like  to  make  some  ad- 
ditional remarks.  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about  a  very  important  issue. 

No  State  in  the  Union  has  more  residents  who  are  Native  Americans  than 
the  great  State  of  Oklahoma.  No  domestic  matter  has  given  me  greater  pride 
than  my  administration's  record  of  turning  about  the  discrimination  and  neglect 
that  all  Indians  faced  for  so  many  years. 

In  January  of  1975,  I  signed  the  Indian  Self-Determination  Act/  a  magna 
carta  for  Indian  people.  Today,  we  recognize  Indian  tribal  governments^  includ- 
ing those  in  Oklahoma,  as  vital  government  organizations  in  their  own  right. 


^  For  the  President's  remarks  upon  signing  the  act,  see  the  1975  volume,  Item  10. 
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Just  a  week  ago  I  signed  the  Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act,^  which 
authorized  significant  improved  resources  for  Indian  health  delivery  care.  I 
know  you  are  very  proud  of  the  fine  accredited  hospital  here  in  Lawton,  but 
many  Indian  hospitals  are  not  accredited.  We  must— and  we  will — ^bring  them 
up  to  standards. 

In  a  few  minutes,  I  will  sign  a  Presidential  proclamation  declaring  October  10 
to  16  as  Native  American  Awareness  Week.  The  administration's  support  for 
Indian  programs  is  not  just  rhetoric.  We  back  up  our  words  with  action. 

Eight  years  ago,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs— its  budget  was  $262  million. 
Today,  it  is  $777  million.  The  Indian  health  budget  was  $113  million;  today, 
$425  million.  Our  manpower  training  budget  for  Indian  people  is  four  times 
bigger  than  it  was  only  4  years  ago.  The  record  of  support  for  Indian  programs 
and  for  the  protection  of  Indian  trust  rights  is  clear  and  precise.  America  wants 
those  policies  to  continue,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  they  will. 

Let  me  say  to  the  Oklahoma  delegation  and  Senator  Paul  Laxalt  here  from 
Nevada,  as  well  as  the  tribal  leaders,  and  I  am  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  participating  with  them  in  the  signing  of  this  proclamation.  There  are  about 
one  million  American  Indian  citizens,  and  some  may  say  this  is  a  very  small 
minority.  I  count  American  Indian  people,  however,  not  in  numbers  but  in 
the  honored  place  that  they  hold  in  our  multicultured  society  and  in  the  future 
of  our  Nation.  The  215  million  of  us  are  keenly  concerned  with  the  one  million. 
The  welfare  and  the  progress  of  native  Americans  is  high  on  the  agenda  of  the 
American  conscience. 

My  administration  is  equally  determined  that  history  is  going  to  continue 
to  be  changed,  that  the  Indian  shall  no  longer  be  lowest  in  poverty  and  slimmest 
in  opportunity,  and  we  are  making  those  changes  now. 

I  sign  this  proclamation  as  a  signal  of  that  determination  and  as  an  invitation 
to  all  of  my  fellow  citizens  to  reaffirm  that  our  first  Americans  are  among 
America's  most  respected  and  honored  citizens. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:10  p.m.  in  the  Mediterranean  Room  at  the  Montego  Bay  Hotel. 


^  For  the  President's  statement  on  signing  the  act,  see  Item  840. 
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Exchange  With  a  Reporter  on  Arrival  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

October  9,  1976 

Reporter.  Mr.  Carter  said  yesterday  that  he  wants  you  to  give  the  American 
pubHc  some  more  facts  about  that  IRS  report  concerning  your  campaign  funds 
in  1972.  He  says  we  need  to  know  more  about  that. 

The  President.  Well,  all  of  those  were  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  FBI, 
by  the  IRS,  and  by  two  committees  of  the  Congress,  and  they  gave  me  an 
absolute  clean  bill  of  health. 

I  suggest  that  people  who  throw  stones  shouldn't  live  in  glass  houses. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  9:50  a.m.  at  Love  Field. 
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Remarks  at  Opening  Ceremonies  for  the  Texas  State 

Fair  in  Dallas.     October  9,  1976 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Briscoe,  Mrs,  Briscoe,  Governor  Connally 
and  Mrs.  Connally,  Mayor  Folsom,  Wayne  Gallagher,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It's  always  great  to  be  back  in  Texas  and  especially  in  Dallas,  and  I  thank  you. 

I  am  deeply  honored  to  have  the  privilege  of  opening  your  world-famous 
State  Fair.  John  Connally  has  just  given  me  a  preview  of  the  livestock  barns. 
John  is  an  expert  on  cattle,  swine,  and  sheep,  just  like  he  is  an  expert  on  national 
security  and  government — ^from  Austin  to  Washington,  D.C. — and  thank  you 
very  much,  John. 

There  is  a  lot  left  to  see,  but  I  have  learned  one  thing.  When  Texans  talk  about 
the  fine  things  you  produce  in  Texas,  whether  it's  cattle  or  cotton,  spaceships  or 
sheep,  pecans  or  petroleum,  you're  really  not  bragging,  you're  really  just  being 
modest.  Even  your  peanuts  taste  better  tome.  [Laughter]^ 

I'm  told  you  produce  some  pretty  good  football  teams.  Good  luck  this  after- 
noon. Nobody  wants  to  stand  or  sit  in  the  sun  on  a  beautiful  football  Saturday 
in  October  and  listen  to  a  long  Presidential  address.  I'll  tell  you  what.  When  we 
have  the  Ford-Dole  inauguration  down  in  Washington  next  January,  you  all 
come. 
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Let  me  take  just  a  minute  to  thank  you  for  your  Texas  hospitality  and  heart- 
warming welcome.  I  wasn't  surprised — I  have  been  here  before;  it's  always 
great.  But  it's  wonderful  to  be  among  Americans  who  are  just  born  friendly 
and  hospitable. 

Texans  are  born  patriotic,  also.  I  first  got  to  know  a  great  deal  about  Texans 
when  I  was,  of  all  places,  in  the  middle  of  the  Pacific.  In  that  war  America's  sur- 
vival and  the  fate  of  freedom  in  the  world  were  in  the  steady  hands  of  great 
Texans  and  great  Americans  like  Chester  Nimitz  ^  and  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower. 
The  Texans  that  I  knew  personally  on  the  ship  which  I  served  had  the  same  high 
caliber  of  character.  On  our  carrier,  we  not  only  had  plenty  of  native  Texans 
but  a  lot  of  men  who  trained  here  in  the  State  of  Texas  and  are  probably  Texans 
now*  We  did  everything  on  that  ship  except  fly  the  Lone  Star  battle  flag. 

When  I  first  went  to  Congress,  I  learned  the  ropes  from  legislative  giants  like 
Mr.  Sam  Rayburn  and  Lyndon  Johnson.  I  made  good  friends  like  George 
Mahon,  George  Bush,  John  Tower,  and  Tiger  TeagUe,  among  others  from  your 
great  State. 

What  always  impressed  me  the  most  was  the  way  Texans  put  their  country 
above  their  political  party  when  America's  fundamental  interests  were  at  stake. 
I  saw  them  time  and  again  rally  around  the  President,  whoever  he  might  be, 
when  he  was  deaUng  in  the  high  stakes  of  peace  and  war. 

The  corroboration  and  support  that  Speaker  Sam  Rayburn  and  Senator  Lyn- 
don Johnson  gave  to  President  Eisenhower  when  he  was  Commander  in  Chief 
became  my  example  when  President  Johnson  faced  those  same  tough  calls  on 
foreign  policy  and  national  security.  And  although  we  had  our  differences,  Lyn- 
don Johnson  never  distorted  the  truth  when  discussing  the  tough  issues  affect- 
ing America's  strength. 

In  the  coming  weeks  and  future  years,  I  really  hope  that  this  bipartisan  tradi- 
tion of  responsibility  and  unity  beyond  the  water's  edge  can  survive  in  Ameri- 
can politics.  It's  an  important  part  of  our  national  strength,  as  Texans  taught 
me. 

You  never  heard  a  Texan  tell  the  world  our  country  is  not  strong  anymore. 
You  never  heard  a  Texan  proclaim  that  America  is  not  respected  anymore. 
You  never  heard  a  Texan  allege  that  the  American  people  have  lost  their  pride 
in  America's  strength  and  its  moral  integrity. 

It  isn't  only  the  "eyes  of  Texas"  that  are  upon  us.  The  eyes  of  the  whole 
world  are  on  the  United  States  of  America  this  year,  not  just  for  the  Fourth  of 


^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  U.S.  Pacific  Fleet  1941-45  and  Chief  of  Naval  Operations  1945-47. 
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July  when  we  celebrated  a  glorious  200th  anniversary,  but  also  on  November  2. 
We're  on  display  as  much  as  all  the  entries  in  this  great  Texas  State  Fair. 

We  have  been  the  world  champion  of  liberty  and  self-government  for  the  last 
200  years.  We  are  proud  of  our  trophies.  We  are  proud  of  our  material  strength 
and  even  more  of  America's  moral  strength.  We  are  respected  for  all  of  these 
and  many  other  things.  Let's  get  our  third  century  off  to  a  good  start,  scrapping 
over  the  little  things,  but  standing  together  tall  and  strong  on  the  big  things  that 
affect  us  at  home  and  abroad — big  things  like  peace  through  strength,  peace 
with  freedom.  That's  the  spirit  that  made  Texas  great,  that  made  America  great. 
That's  the  spirit  we  can  show  the  world  in  1976. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:37  p.m.  at  the  Connally  of  Texas  1963-69,  Mayor  Bob  Folsom  of 

Hall   of  State   Building  on   the  Texas   State  Fair-  Dallas,    and   Wayne   H.   Gallagher,   executive   vice 

grounds.    In   his   opening   remarks,   he   referred   to  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Texas  State 

Governor  Dolph  Briscoe  of  Texas,  Governor  John  B.  Fair. 
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Remarks  in  Dallas  at  a  Luncheon  Honoring  the  President. 
October  9,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Wayne,  Governor  Briscoe,  Governor  Boren,  Governor 
Connally,  distinguished  Members  of  the  United  States  Senate,  the  academic 
world,  and  all  you  wonderful  people  from  Texas  as  well  as  Oklahoma: 

It's  nice  to  come  in  an  atmosphere  v^here  athletic  contests  really  don't  make 
much  difference.  You  know,  I  always  get  in  trouble  when  I  go  to  one  com- 
munity or  another. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  play  football  for  the  University  of  Michigan,  back  a 
long,  long  time  ago,  back  when  the  ball  was  round — [laughter'] — and  of  course, 
I  have  some  prejudices  when  Michigan  plays  some  of  its  traditional  rivals. 

If  I  go  to  East  Lansing,  Michigan,  where  Michigan  State  is — boy,  they  give 
me  a  hard  time.  But  I  get  the  most  difficult  time  when  I  go  down  to  Columbus. 
You  are  familiar  with  that  great  rivalry  between  my  alma  mater  and  Ohio 
State.  Woody  Hayes,  who  is  a  very  great  and  good  friend  of  mine — ^he  doesn't 
talk  about  Michigan.  He  just  says,  ''that  school  up  North."  [Laughter] 

So,  it's  great  to  be  here  on  an  occasion  where  I  can  relax  and  cheer  for  both 
sides  and  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  all  of  you  and  to  enjoy  the  hospitality 
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and  the  friendship  of  the  people  from  Dallas,  from  Texas,  and  those  from  Okla- 
homa. It's  just  nice  to  be  here. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke   at   1:45   p.m.   in  the  ager  of  the  Texas  State  Fair,  Governors  Dolph  Bris- 

Hall    of    Six    Flags    Room    at    the    Hall    of    State  coe  of  Texas,  David  Boren  of  Oklahoma,  and  John 

Building  on  the  Texas  State  Fairgrounds.  In  his  B.  Connally  of  Texas  1963-69. 
opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Wayne  H.  Gal-  The  luncheon  was  hosted  by  the  Texas  State  Fair 

lagher,  executive  vice  president  and  general  man-  Board. 
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Remarks  at  a  President  Ford  Committee  Reception 
in  Dallas.     October  9,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Bill,  and  let  me  express  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  my  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  all  of  you  1,500  to  2,000  wonderful 
Dallas  County,  Tarrant  County,  Texas  workers  for  the  Ford-Dole  ticket.  Thank 
you. 

We  arrived  this  morning,  and  let  me  say  to  all  of  the  people  of  the  Lone  Star 
State  that  we  have  had,  I  think,  one  of  the  finest  days  in  this  campaign,  one  of 
the  finest  days  in  my  2  years  and  plus  of  the  Presidency.  I  can't  express  my  grati- 
tude deeply  enough.  It  has  been  a  super  day — the  State  Fair,  a  great  football 
game,  and  then  this  great  rally. 

I  would  like  to  make  three  points,  three  points  that  I  think  are  principal  and 
crucial  in  this  campaign:  number  one,  trust;  number  two,  the  national  security 
of  the  United  States;  and  number  three,  taxes. 

Some  of  you  may  have  seen  the  debate  last  Wednesday.  It  was  90  minutes. 
I  have  in  my  hand  here  an  eight-page  document  that  shows  that  Jimmy  Carter, 
in  90  minutes,  made  14  distortions,  misrepresentations,  or  inaccuracies.  If  my 
mathematics  is  right — don't  some  professor  cross  me  up — [laughter] — that  is 
about  one  inaccuracy,  distortion,  misrepresentation,  or  untruth,  one  each  six 
minutes — that  is  too  darn  many  for  a  President  of  the  United  States. 

And  he  made  a  few  others  in  the  first  debate,  and  let  me  remind  you  of  one. 
The  Governor  says  he  is  going  to  come  in  and  reorganize  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. I  think  the  Federal  Government  has  to  be  tightened  up  to  be  more  re- 
sponsible and  more  responsible  to  the  American  citizens.  But  I  don't  think  I 
would  trust  turning  that  job  over  to  Jimmy  Carter,  based  on  his  record  in 
Georgia. 
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The  record  shows  that  in  4  years  he  was  the  Governor  of  the  great  State  of 
Georgia,  employees  went  up  25  percent,  the  cost  of  government  went  up  over 
50  percent.  And  when  he  left  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  bonded  indebtedness  was 
$200  million  more  than  when  he  came  in.  That's  a  lousy  record.  With  that  kind 
of  a  record,  just  imagine  what  he  would  do  with  the  Federal  Government. 

Let's  take  one  other  totally  inaccurate  statement.  I  had  said  last  Wednesday 
that  he  had  advocated  a  $15  billion  reduction  in  the  Defense  Department.  He 
denied  it.  The  record  shows  that  in  a  meeting  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  it  shows 
that  when  he  was  interviewed  in  Los  Angeles,  California — on  two  occasions  he 
said  in  print,  quoted,  that  he  had  advocated  a  $15  billion  reduction  in  the  De- 
fense Department.  That's  a  matter  of  fact,  and  his  denial  is  a  total  untruth, 
period. 

Now  let's  talk  about  what  he  wants  to  do  to  the  Defense  Department.  He 
wants  to  reduce  it  $15  billion.  That  was  a  year  ago.  He  now  wants  to  reduce  it 
9  to  7  or  7  to  5.  I  really  don't  think  he  understands  what  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment is  all  about,  except  he  wants  to  either  cancel  or  delay  the  B~l  bomber. 

Let  me  just  take  that  as  an  illustration  to  show  how  irresponsible  his  ideas 
are  on  what  we  need  to  protect  the  peace  and  to  keep  the  United  States  number 
one.  The  B-1 — it  is  a  replacement  for  a  B-52  bomber.  The  B-52's  are  about  20 
years  old.  Before  the  B-l's  come  in  in  any  sufficient  number,  it  will  take  another 
4  to  5  years. 

Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  cancel  or  delay  the  B-1,  which  means  that  the  young 
men — the  pilots,  the  copilots,  and  the  crew — if  Jimmy  Carter  wins  and  he  can- 
cels the  B-1,  our  young  pilots  and  crews  will  be  flying  aircraft  older  than  they 
are.  That's  not  the  way  to  run  the  Defense  Department. 

You  can  depend  on  this:  Jerry  Ford  won't  send  an  American  pilot  in  combat 
in  an  aircraft  older  than  he  is.  We  want  the  most  modern  weapons.  We  want 
the  best  trained  crews.  We  want  the  best  leadership,  and  under  our  adminis- 
tration we  have  it,  and  we  will  keep  it  that  way. 

A  $5,  a  $7  or  a  $9  or  $15  billion  cut  in  the  Defense  Department  will  gut  our 
defense  strength.  We  won't  stand  for  it,  and  we're  going  to  win  on  it. 

Now  let's  take  the  third  issue.  This  last  January  I  recommended  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  we  ought  to  have  a  $28  billion  limitation 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending,  and  in  return  we  ought 
to  have  a  $28  billion  tax  cut.  For  every  dollar  that  we  save  in  spending  we  should 
have  a  dollar  reduction  in  Federal  taxes.  Jimmy  Carter,  what  does  he  want? 
He  talks  in  platitudes,  he  talks  in  inconsistent  positions,  flip-flops  one  day  from 
one  position  to  another. 
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Let  me  say  this  very  seriously:  The  best  tax  reform  that  I  know  is  tax  reduc- 
tion for  the  American  taxpayer. 

The  middle-income  taxpayers  in  this  country,  that  are  the  strength  of  America, 
are  the  people  that  have  gotten  shortchanged  in  the  last  10  or  15  years  in  our 
tax  legislation.  They  are  the  people  that  pay  the  taxes,  obey  the  laws,  give  us 
the  strength  and  the  inspiration  in  this  great  country.  They  have  been  short- 
changed, short  shrift.  The  best  way  I  know  to  give  them  the  kind  of  a  fair 
tax  break  is  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  per  person  to  $1,000. 
That's  what  we  ought  to  get,  and  that's  what  we  will  get,  under  a  Ford 
administration. 

Let  me  make  one  other  observation.  I  think  everybody  in  this  great  gathering 
this  afternoon,  if  they  look  back  over  the  great,  great  Presidents  of  the  United 
States,  they  would  say  that  Teddy  Roosevelt  was  pretty  high  on  the  list— Teddy 
Roosevelt,  one  of  the  Rough  Riders,  one  of  the  individuals  who  really  did  what 
he  said  he  was  going  to  do.  Teddy  Roosevelt  made  a  tremendous  comment  that 
I  think  is  very  apropos  to  the  circumstances  today.  Teddy  Roosevelt  said,  "We 
should  speak  softly  and  carry  a  big  stick."  If  you  look  at  the  record  of  Jimmy 
Carter,  what  he  wants  to  do  to  our  Defense  Department,  how  he  wants  to 
weaken  the  national  security  of  the  Uniter  States  in  the  next  10  years— Jimmy 
Carter,  he  wants  to  talk  loud  and  carry  a  flyswatter.  [Laughter] 

In  Kansas  City  I  said  that  we  would  not  concede  a  single  State,  we  would 
not  concede  a  single  vote;  we  were  going  to  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks 
of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia.  We  are  doing  it.  And  when  I  see 
at  this  tremendous  crowd,  when  I  hear  about  the  wonderful  effort  that  you 
make  in  the  Dallas  area,  when  I  see  how  enthusiastic  you  are,  when  I  know  of 
the  record  you  have  made  in  the  past,  let  me  say  the  momentum  is  with  us. 
We  are  going  to  carry  Texas  and  thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:55  p.m.  at  the  Apparel  Mart.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  William 
McKenzie,  Dallas  County  Republican  chairman. 

872 

Exchange  With  Reporters  Following  a  President  Ford 
Committee  Reception  in  Dallas.     October  9,  1976 

Reporter.  Hi,  Mr.  President.  What  kind  of  day  has  it  been  for  you? 

The  President.  It  has  been  a  tremendous  day  in  Texas.  I  don't  think  we  could 
have  had  a  better  day.  The  response  from  literally  thousands  and  thousands  of 
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people  in  Texas  has  been  very,  very  encouraging — the  State  Fair,  the  football 
game,  and  the  v^^onderful  rally  here.  We  are  very,  very  encouraged  about  Texas, 
and  w^e're  delighted  to  be  here. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  assess  your  chances  in  Texas  in  November  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we're  an  underdog,  but  I  think  we're  going  to  surprise 
some  people. 

Real  nice  to  see  you  all. 

Reporter.  Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  6:17  p.m.  at  the  Apparel  Mart. 

873 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Health  Maintenance  Organization 
Amendments  of  1976.     October  9,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  sign  into  law^  H.R.  9019,  the  Health  Maintenance  Organiza- 
tion Amendments  of  1976.  This  legislation,  v^hich  extends  the  HMO  program 
for  2  years  beyond  the  current  expiration  date  of  September  1977,  is  designed  to 
make  HMO's  more  competitive  with  traditional  health  insurance  programs  and 
health  delivery  systems. 

The  original  HMO  act  of  1973  authorized  two  major  forms  of  Federal  assist- 
ance to  stimulate  the  development  of  HMO's : 

— a  program  of  grants,  contracts,  loans  and  loan  guarantees;  and 

— a  requirement  that  employers  who  offer  health  insurance  to  their  employees 
also  offer  them  the  option  of  joining  a  federally  qualified  HMO. 

Other  requirements  of  the  1973  HMO  act,  however,  discouraged  participation 
in  the  Federal  HMO  development  and  slowed  the  expansion  of  this  important 
health  industry.  These  amendments  correct  those  deficiencies  and  provide  the 
foundation  for  a  strong  nationwide  system  of  HMO's. 

My  administration  is  concerned  with  the  following  fundamental  areas  of 
medical  and  health  care  problems: 

— the  quaUty  of  medical  care  and  rapidly  rising  costs; 

— local  shortages  of  medical  personnel  and  services  due  largely  to  maldistribu- 
tion of  physicians  and  other  health  personnel;  and 

— the  need  to  promote  preventive  medicine  and  maintain  good  health. 

The  HMO  concept  has  demonstrated  an  ability  to  hold  down  rapidly  rising 
medical  costs  while  maintaining  high  quality  standards,  efficient  utilization  of 
medical  personnel,  and  a  focus  on  disease  prevention  and  the  maintenance  of 
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good  health.  This  effort  is  another  example  of  how  our  pluralistic  medical  care 
system  can  adapt  to  the  needs  and  demands  of  the  nation's  health  consumers 
without  massive  Federal  intervention. 

Such  careful  restructuring  of  the  delivery  system,  while  maintaining  the 
strength  of  the  private  sector,  is  one  way  to  achieve  a  viable  long-term  solution 
to  the  rapidly  rising  costs  of  medical  care. 

We  must  strive  to  develop  other  creative  private  sector  mechanisms  to  accom- 
plish these  goals  so  that  America's  strong  private  health  care  system  will  remain 
the  best  in  the  world. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  9019,  approved  October  8,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-460  (90  Stat.  1945). 
The  statement  was  released  at  Dallas,  Tex. 

874 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Sea  Grant  Program 
Improvement  Act  of  1976.     October  10,  1976 

I  AM  signing  H.R.  13035,  the  Sea  Grant  Program  Improvement  Act  of  1976. 

In  its  10-year  history,  the  National  Sea  Grant  Program  has  played  an  appro- 
priate role  in  developing  and  coordinating  the  resources  of  universities,  labora- 
tories, and  other  institutions  in  furthering  the  understanding,  assessment, 
development,  utilization,  and  conservation  of  our  Nation's  ocean  and  coastal 
resources.  H.R.  13035  w^ould  extend  the  National  Sea  Grant  Program  and  ensure 
that  this  v^orth while  work  continues. 

Some  provisions  in  H.R.  13035  are  unnecessary.  The  proposed  national  proj- 
ects and  international  cooperation  assistance  programs  are  new  categorical  pro- 
grams authorizing  activities  that  could  more  appropriately  be  carried  out  by 
other  agencies  that  have  the  responsibility  to  address  national  marine-related 
needs  and  problems. 

Provisions  in  the  bill  which  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  position  of 
Director  of  the  Sea  Grant  Program  and  five  other  supergrade  positions  outside 
the  Government-wide  quota  and  without  regard  to  the  competitive  appointment 
provisions  of  the  civil  service  system  are  also  unwise.  ' 

The  Sea  Grant  Program  provides  a  valuable  means  for  bringing  the  resources 
of  colleges  and  universities  to  bear  on  the  Nation's  efforts  to  make  more  pro- 
ductive use  of  our  ocean  resources.  I  believe  that  this  bill  will  allow  us  to 
strengthen  those  efforts. 
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I  am,  therefore,  signing  this  bill  into  law. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  13035,  approved  October  8,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-461  (90  Stat.  1961). 
The  statement  was  released  at  Dallas,  Tex. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Arts,  Humanities,  and  Cultural 
Affairs  Act  of  1976.     October  10,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  today  to  sign  H.R.  12838  authorizing  the  National  Foundation 
on  the  Arts  and  Humanities  to  continue  and  expand  its  work  through  1980.  The 
Arts,  Humanities,  and  Cultural  Affairs  Act  of  1976  reflects  the  continuing  strong 
bipartisan  support  of  the  programs  of  the  National  Endowments  for  the  Arts 
and  for  the  Humanities. 

I  have  supported  the  Foundation  continuously,  both  as  a  Congressman  and 
since  I  became  President.  The  support  of  the  arts  and  humanities  provided  by 
the  Federal  Government  has  permitted  a  marked  increase  in  individual  par- 
ticipation in,  and  support  of,  a  wide  range  of  cultural  activities. 

In  striving  to  make  America's  third  century  the  century  of  the  individual, 
the  Foundation  should  play  a  leadership  role  in  improving  the  quality  of  life 
throughout  the  Nation.  I  take  great  pride  in  signing  this  legislation  in  reaffirma- 
tion of  that  strong  commitment  of  my  administration. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  12838,  approved  October  8,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-462  (90  Stat.  1971). 
The  statement  was  released  at  Dallas,  Tex. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  International  Terrorism 
Prevention  Bill.     October  10,  1976 

WITHIN  the  last  few  months,  we  have  witnessed  a  new  outbreak  of  interna- 
tional terrorism,  some  of  which  has  been  directed  against  persons  who  carry  the 
important  burdens  of  diplomacy.  Last  summer,  we  were  grieved  by  the  brutal 
murders  of  our  Ambassador  to  Lebanon  and  his  Economic  Counsellor.  We  also 
have  seen  a  series  of  acts  of  violence  directed  against  diplomatic  missions  in  the 
United  States  for  which  we  have  host-country  responsibilities.  These  acts  can- 
not and  will  not  be  tolerated  in  the  United  States,  nor  should  they  be  tolerated 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Preventing  or  punishing  such  acts  is  a  prime  concern  of 
this  Government  and  one  which  I  will  pursue  with  all  the  force  of  this  office. 
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Today,  I  am  pleased  to  affix  my  signature  to  three  documents  which  once 
again  demonstrate  the  commitment  of  the  United  States  to  sustain  its  struggle 
against  international  terrorism.  Through  our  efforts  and  with  others  in  the 
United  Nations,  the  Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  Crimes 
Against  Internationally  Protected  Persons,  Including  Diplomatic  Agents,  was 
adopted  in  1972.  A  few  years  previously,  we  had  supported  the  adoption,  in  the 
Organization  of  American  States,  of  the  Convention  To  Prevent  and  Punish  the 
Acts  of  Terrorism  Taking  the  Form  of  Crimes  Against  Persons  and  Related 
Extortion  That  Are  of  International  Significance.  The  Senate  gave  its  advice 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  both  of  these  conventions,  and  implement- 
ing legislation  was  requested  from  the  Congress  which  would  enable  us  to 
discharge  our  obligations  under  them.  I  congratulate  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress whose  prompt  and  effective  efforts  have  made  this  bill  available  for  my 
signature.  The  Act  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  Crimes  Against 
Internationally  Protected  Persons  (H.R.  15552)  will  serve  as  a  significant  law 
enforcement  tool  for  us  to  deal  more  effectively  with  the  menace  of  terrorism 
and  will  assist  us  in  discharging  our  important  responsibilities  under  the  two 
international  conventions  which  I  am  today  authorizing  for  ratification. 

An  important  feature  of  this  bill  will  be  to  give  extra  territorial  effect  to  our 
law  in  order  to  enable  us  to  punish  those  who  commit  offenses  against  interna- 
tionally protected  persons,  wherever  those  offenses  may  occur.  With  this  law  we 
will,  in  many  cases  in  the  future,  have  an  improved  basis  to  request  extradition 
and,  if  granted,  to  prosecute  such  criminal  terrorists  as  those  who  murdered 
Ambassador  Meloy  and  Economic  Counsellor  Waring. 

I  call  upon  all  nations  to  join  in  this  vital  endeavor.  I  particularly  urge  those 
countries  which  have  not  become  parties  to  these  conventions  to  do  so. 

I  hope  that  a  new  initiative  against  terrorism,  as  it  affects  innocent  persons 
and  disrupts  the  fabric  of  society,  will  be  addressed  at  the  current  session  of  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly.  The  full  force  of  world  opinion  and  diplo- 
matic action  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  this  threat  to  world  peace  and  order. 

I  pledge  our  full  support  to  any  constructive  proposals  to  combat  terrorism. 
I  am,  therefore,  happy  to  sign  this  act  and  these  Instruments  of  Ratification  as 
a  reaffirmation  of  the  commitment  of  the  United  States  Government  to  bring 
an  end  to  terrorism. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  15552,  approved  October  8,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-467  (90  Stat.  1997). 
The  statement  was  released  at  Dallas,  Tex. 
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With  West  German  Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt,  French  President  Valery  Giscard 
d'Estaing,  and  Canadian  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliott  Trudeau  at  the  International  Summit 
Conference  in  Dorado  Beach,  Puerto  Rico,  June  27,  1976. 


Above:  With  residents  of  Harper's  Acres  Retirement  Home  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire 
February  19,  1976.  ^ 


Above:  Greeting  members  of  the  Confederation  of  Indian  Tribes  while  campaigning  in 
Pendleton,  Oregon,  May  23, 1976. 


Above:   Dedication  of  the  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson  Memorial  Grove,  in  Lady 
Bird  Johnson  Park,  April  6, 1976. 


Above:  Greeting  ethnic  leaders  attending  the  Conference  on  Ethnicity  and  Neighborhood 
RevitaUzation,  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House,  June  2,  1976. 


Above:  Welcoming  King  Juan  Carlos  I  and  Queen  Sophia  of  Spain  on  the  South  Lawn  at 
the  White  House,  June  2, 1976. 


Below:  With  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A.  Kissinger  in  the  Oval  Office,  July  24,  1976. 


Above:  Staff  meeting  in  the  Roosevelt  Room  at  the  White  House,  following  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Presidential  primary,  February  25, 1976. 


Below:  With  park  rangers  on  a  tour  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming, 
August  29,  1976. 


"'-^  M-^lSl 


Above:  In  the  Oval  Office,  January  20,  1976. 


Above:  Leaving  the  White  House  for  the  Inauguration  at  the  Capitol  with  Mrs.  Ford  and 
President-elect  and  Mrs.  Carter,  January  20,  1977. 


With  President-elect  Jimmy  Carter  in  the  Blue  Room  at  the  White  House,  January  20,  1977. 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  International 
Navigational  Rules  Act  of  1976.     October  10,  1976 

I  AM  today  withholding  my  signature  from  H.R.  5446,  a  bill  to  implement  the 
United  States  obhgations  under  the  Convention  on  the  International  Regulations 
for  Preventing  Collisions  at  Sea,  1972. 

The  bill  includes  a  provision  v^hich  I  beUeve  to  be  unconstitutional.  It  w^ould 
empov^er  either  the  House  of  Representatives  or  the  Senate  to  block  amend- 
ments to  the  Convention's  regulations  merely  by  passing  a  resolution  of 
disapproval. 

This  provision  is  incompatible  w^ith  the  express  provision  in  the  Constitution 
that  a  resolution  having  the  force  and  effect  of  law^  must  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent and,  if  disapproved,  repassed  by  a  tv^o-thirds  majority  in  the  Senate  and 
the  House  of  Representatives.  It  extends  to  the  Congress  the  power  to  prohibit 
specific  transactions  authorized  by  law  without  changing  the  law — and  without 
following  the  constitutional  process  such  a  change  would  require.  Moreover,  it 
would  involve  the  Congress  directly  in  the  performance  of  Executive  functions 
in  disregard  of  the  fundamental  principle  of  separation  of  powers. 

I  believe  that  this  procedure  is  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  and  that  my 
approval  of  it  would  threaten  an  erosion  of  the  constitutional  powers  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  President.  I  have  already  directed  the  Attorney  General  to  become 
a  party  plaintiff  in  a  lawsuit  challenging  the  constitutionality  of  a  similar  provi- 
sion in  the  Federal  Election  Campaign  Act. 

In  addition,  this  provision  would  allow  the  House  of  Representatives  to  block 
adoption  of  what  is  essentially  an  amendment  to  a  treaty,  a  responsibility  which 
is  reserved  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Senate. 

This  legislation  would  forge  impermissible  shackles  on  the  President's  ability 
to  carry  out  the  laws  and  conduct  the  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States.  The 
President  cannot  function  effectively  in  domestic  matters,  and  speak  for  the 
nation  authoritatively  in  foreign  affairs,  if  his  decisions  under  authority  previ- 
ously conferred  can  be  reversed  by  a  bare  majority  of  one  house  of  the  Congress. 

The  Convention — which  has  already  been  approved  by  the  Senate — makes 
important  changes  in  the  international  rules  for  safe  navigation.  It  will  enter 
into  force  in  July  of  1977.  The  United  States  should  become  a  party  to  it.  If  the 
United  States  does  not  implement  the  Convention  before  it  enters  into  force, 
there  will  be  major  differences  between  the  navigational  rules  followed  by  U.S. 
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ships  and  by  the  ships  of  many  other  countries.  These  differences  will  increase 
the  danger  of  collisions  at  sea  and  create  hazards  to  life  and  property  at  sea. 

I  strongly  urge  the  95th  Congress  to  pass  legislation  early  next  year  that  will  be 
consistent  with  our  Constitution,  so  that  the  United  States  can  implement  the 
Convention  before  it  enters  into  force. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  memorandum  was  released  at  Dallas,  Tex. 

878 

Message  on  the  Observance  of  National  Newspaper 
Carrier  Day,  1976.     October  11,  1976 

THE  FINE  young  people  who  deUver  our  nation's  newspapers  to  milUons  of 
readers  are  most  deserving  of  a  special  day  of  tribute  to  their  hard  work,  dili- 
gence and  enterprise. 

They  represent  the  finest  spirit  of  a  society  that  was  built  on  and  rewards  indi- 
vidual initiative,  and  that  has  flourished  because  of  the  ability  of  its  citizens  to 
assume  responsibility  in  community  life. 

National  Newspaper  Carrier  Day  gives  all  of  us  the  opportunity  to  show  ap- 
preciation for  the  reliable  way  in  which  these  young  people  simplify  our  lives 
and  make  better  lives  for  themselves  by  the  job  experience  they  acquire. 


Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Message  on  the  Observance  of  National  Newspaper 
Week,  1976.     October  11,  1976 

IN  THIS  Bicentennial  year  the  traditional  tribute  to  our  nation's  newspapers 
takes  on  even  greater  significance.  It  calls  public  attention  to  the  continuing 
vitality  of  the  freedom  of  the  press  that  is  such  a  cherished  part  of  the  legacy 
we  celebrate.  It  also  evokes  the  solemn  responsibility  of  America's  newspapers 
to  the  trust  they  hold  and  acknowledges  their  efforts  to  perpetuate  the  integrity 
and  honor  of  our  birthright  as  members  of  a  free  society. 

Our  freedom  has  been  nurtured  by  an  unfettered  press  and  by  the  vigilance 
and  skill  of  publishers,  editors  and  journalists  throughout  the  country. 

I  welcome  the  opportunity  provided  by  this  observance  to  salute  the  nation's 


2482 


October  11  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [880] 

newspapers  and  the  hard-working  men  and  women  who  make  tfiem  such  an 
indispensable  force  in  our  way  of  Hf e. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


880 

Remarks  at  a  Columbus  Day  Ceremony.     October  11 ,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Bonnie,  reverend  clergy,  Mr.  Ambassador,  Mr. 
Minister,  Senator  Domenici,  Governor  Lee,  Mr.  Mayor,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Almost  500  years  ago  a  bold  Italian  mariner  dared  to  challenge  the  unknown. 
Each  October  we  set  aside  a  day  to  honor  his  memory.  But  Columbus  Day,  in 
our  Bicentennial  Year,  reminds  us  that  the  courage  of  1776  was  preceded  by 
the  courage  of  1492. 

Much  has  changed  in  the  five  centuries  since  Columbus  ventured  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  in  command  of  three  small  ships,  flying  the  flag  of  Spain.  In  an 
age  of  computers,  laser  beams,  and  space  probes  of  Mars,  it  is  hard  for  us  to 
appreciate  the  awesome  danger  Columbus  faced — a  wide  and  treacherous  ocean, 
fickle  winds,  unreliable  equipment. 

Columbus  knew  full  well  that  his  daring  adventure  could  easily  end  in  total 
disaster.  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  enormous  risk,  he  went  forward,  not  just  once  but 
four  times.  In  doing  so,  he  not  only  discovered  a  new  world  but  blazed  a  nautical 
trail  for  generations  of  Europeans  to  follow. 

Today,  the  thread  of  many  cultures  and  many  nations  are  woven  into  the 
American  fabric,  which  reminds  me  of  a  story  many  times  told  to  me  by  a  Sun- 
day schoolteacher  in  my  early  youth.  He  used  to  talk  about  the  beauty  of  Joseph's 
coat — the  many  colors — the  beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  and  its  many  colors.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  beauty  and  strength  of  America  is  its  diversity,  just  like  the  beauty 
of  Joseph's  coat  is  its  beauty. 

I  salute  the  Italian-American  Bicentennial  Commission  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  of  the  metropolitan  area  for  cosponsoring  this  wonderful  occasion  on 
this  gorgeous  day.  Columbus  Day  is  not  just  a  celebration  for  Americans  of 
Italian  or  Hispanic  heritage,  but  a  truly  national  tribute  by  all  Americans. 

Over  the  years,  millions  of  immigrants  have  come  to  America  from  every 
corner  of  the  globe.  Many  milUons  have  been  sons  and  daughters  of  Italy  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  Columbus.  Like  Columbus,  they  crossed  an  ocean  to  pursue 
a  dream.  Like  Columbus,  they  took  great  risks.  Their  greatest  reward  was  the 
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fine  careers  of  their  children  and  their  grandchildren  who  have  risen  to  the 
highest  levels  of  achievement  and  respect  in  this  great  country. 

Today,  the  problems  wt  face  in  building  a  better  w^orld  can  be  just  as  difficult 
as  the  ones  Columbus  overcame  in  finding  a  nev^  one.  The  peoples  of  the  Old 
World  still  look  to  the  New  World  as  the  champion  of  freedom,  the  champion 
of  human  rights.  America  has  been  their  hope  and  their  help,  and  we  will  never 
let  them  down. 

Our  goal  of  peace  with  freedom  requires  every  bit  as  much  courage  and  f aidi 
and  endurance  and  as  much  toil  for  Americans  today  as  Columbus  demanded 
of  his  wonderful  crew. 

We  can  build  a  better  world.  We  can  do  it  by  working  to  preserve  our  neigh- 
borhoods and  the  influence  of  the  family  on  American  life.  We  can  do  it  by  en- 
suring a  decent  education  and  equal  opportunity  for  every  American.  We  can 
do  it  by  working  to  give  our  children  the  very  best  legacy — continued  peace 
with  freedom  throughout  the  world. 

Today,  we  honor  the  bravery,  the  imagination,  the  initiative  of  Christopher 
Columbus  by  laying  this  wreath.  We  can  honor  him  every  day  of  the  year 
by  being  just  as  brave,  just  as  imaginative,  and  showing  as  much  initiative  in 
facing  the  challenges  before  us. 

We  seek  not  a  new  trade  route  or  a  new  continent,  but  a  new  world  of  free- 
dom, equality,  and  lasting  peace  among  nations.  Over  the  years,  America  has 
made  great  strides  toward  that  goal.  As  Columbus,  himself,  might  have  thought, 
we  have  come  too  far  to  turn  back  now.  The  course  has  been  set.  Our  mission  to 
achieve  the  American  dream  here  at  home,  but  also  worldwide,  will  be  achieved. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at    1:42   p.m.   at   the  United    States,    Joaquin    Cervino,    Minister   of   the 

Christopher    Columbus    Statue    at    Union    Station.  Spanish   Embassy,    Senator   Pete   V.    Domenici   of 

In    his    opening    remarks,    he    referred    to    Bonnie  New  Mexico,  Lt.  Gov.  Blair  Lee  of  Maryland,  and 

Angelo,    White    House    correspondent    for    Time  Mayor  Walter  E.   Washington   of  the   District   of 

magazine,  Roberto  Gaja,  Italian  Ambassador  to  the  Columbia. 
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Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  American  Leaders  of  Eastern 
European  Ancestry.     October  12,  1976 

I  APPRECIATE  this  opportunity  to  meet  with  you  today  because  I  want  to  set 
the  record  straight  on  an  issue  that  has  received  prominent  attention  in  the  past 
week — the  question  of  Soviet  domination  of  Eastern  Europe. 


2484 


October  12  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [881] 

Let  me  be  blunt:  I  did  not  express  myself  clearly  when  this  question  came 
up  in  the  debate  last  Wednesday  night/  So  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about 
where  I  stand,  let  me  spell  out  precisely  what  I  believe: 

— First,  the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe  are,  of  course,  dominated  by  the  So- 
viet Union.  Were  it  not  for  the  presence  of  more  than  30  Russian  divisions  there 
now,  the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe  would  long  since  have  achieved  their 
freedom. 

— Second,  the  United  States  never  has,  does  not  now,  and  never  will  recog- 
nize, accept,  or  acquiesce  in  this  Soviet  domination  of  Eastern  Europe. 

— Third,  the  peoples  of  Eastern  Europe  yearn  for  freedom — while  their  coun- 
tries may  be  physically  dominated,  their  spirit  is  not.  Their  spirit  has  never  been 
broken  and  never  will  be.  And  some  day  they  will  be  free. 

That,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is  the  essence  of  my  position.  It  is  what  my  com- 
mitment to  the  dignity  of  man  and  his  inalienable  right  to  freedom  compels 
me  to  believe.  It  is  what  my  whole  record  of  public  service  has  demonstrated  I 
believe.  And  any  man  who  seeks  to  persuade  you  that  I  think  otherwise  is  en- 
gaging in  deceit  and  distortion. 

The  original  mistake  was  mine.  I  did  not  express  myself  clearly;  I  admit  it. 
But  in  the  last  analysis,  my  record  of  30  years  of  service  in  the  Congress,  as  Vice 
President,  and  as  President  must  speak  for  itself.  More  than  a  year  ago,  in  July 
of  1975,  I  said  that,  "It  has  always  been  my  policy  ever  since  I  entered  public 
life,  to  support  the  aspirations  for  freedom  and  national  independence  of  the 
peoples  of  Eastern  Europe— with  whom  we  have  close  ties  of  culture  and  blood- 
by  every  proper  and  peaceful  means."  I  stand  by  that  record  today,  and  I  am 
proud  of  it.  I  welcome  making  it  an  issue  in  this  campaign. 

But  another  critical  issue— one  which  you,  with  particularly  close  ties  to 
Eastern  Europe,  as  well  as  the  American  people  as  a  whole,  should  consider— 
is  whether  a  man  who  shows  so  little  appreciation  of  America's  strength,  Amer- 
ica's respect,  and  America's  needs— as  my  opponent  has  done  in  this  campaign- 
should  be  allowed  to  guide  the  fortunes  of  the  most  powerful  Nation  on  Earth. 

The  American  people  have  a  right  to  ask  whether  a  political  candidate,  who 
has  variously  called  for  a  $15  billion  cut,  or  a  $7  or  8  billion  cut,  or  a  $5  to  7  billion 
cut  in  the  defense  budget,  and  who  then  complains  that  we  are  "not  strong 
anymore"— as  Governor  Carter  has  done— is  truly  the  man  to  govern  the  only 
country  in  the  world  that  can  assure  the  defense  of  freedom  and  give  hope  to  the 
millions  of  oppressed  in  Eastern  Europe  and  throughout  the  world. 

Finally,  let  me  address  the  critical  question  of  leadership,  which  Governor 

'  See  Item  854,  page  2408. 
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Carter  has  rightly  raised.  Do  we  want  to  entrust  the  leadership  of  this  great 
Nation  to  a  man  who  seeks  to  lift  himself  up  to  the  White  House  by  running 
down  the  reputation  of  the  United  States?  Is  the  leadership  we  want  that  which 
claims  that  America  "is  not  respected  anymore"  when  it  is  the  United  States — 
and  the  United  States  alone — that  is  trusted  by  all  sides  in  the  Middle  East  and 
by  both  black  and  white  in  southern  Africa  ? 

America  is  the  leader  of  the  free  world,  and  the  American  people  are  proud 
of  it.  But  the  kind  of  leadership  America  seeks  for  itself,  the  kind  of  leadership 
America  offers  the  world,  the  kind  of  leadership  we  need  for  the  future,  is  the 
leadership  of  example,  compassion,  and  commonsense.  And  if  that  is  what  we 
are,  if  that  is  what  we  want  to  be,  then  phrases  such  as  "a  disgrace  to  our  coun- 
try"— ^phrases  that  demonstrate  moral  conceit  rather  than  example,  compassion, 
or  commonsense — ^have  no  place. 

I  want  the  American  people  to  understand  the  profound  differences  between 
us  in  areas  of  policy  as  well  as  philosophy.  Therefore,  I  intend  to  fight  Mr.  Carter 
on  the  issues  with  all  the  ability  I  can  command. 

The  challenges  before  us  are  immense  if  we  are  to  successfully  defend  the 
principles  of  freedom  and  independence  we  celebrate  this  Bicentennial  Year.  The 
free  world  looks  to  us  as  the  last  best  hope  for  preserving  this  heritage.  To  be 
successful  we  must  be  strong.  The  fact  is  we  are,  and  I  intend  to  assure  that  in 
this  critical  hour  America  remains  the  strong,  steady  defender  of  freedom  for 
all  humanity. 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  the  remarks  as  read  by  the  President  at  the  meeting,  which  began  at  9:45  a.m.  in 
the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Toxic  Substances  Control  Act. 
October  12,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  S.  3149,  the  Toxic  Substances  Control  Act.  I  believe  this  legis- 
lation may  be  one  of  the  most  important  pieces  of  environmental  legislation  that 
has  been  enacted  by  the  Congress. 

This  toxic  substances  control  legislation  provides  broad  authority  to  regulate 
any  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  chemicals  in  commerce.  Only  a  few  of  these 
chemicals  have  been  tested  for  their  long-term  effects  on  human  health  or  the 
environment.  Through  the  testing  and  reporting  requirements  of  the  law^,  our 
understanding  of  these  chemicals  should  be  greatly  enhanced.  If  a  chemical  is 
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found  to  present  a  danger  to  health  or  the  environment,  appropriate  regulatory 
action  can  be  taken  before  it  is  too  late  to  undo  the  damage. 

The  legislation  provides  that  the  Federal  Government,  through  the  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency,  may  require  the  testing  of  selected  ntw  chemicals 
prior  to  their  production  to  determine  if  they  w^ill  pose  a  risk  to  health  or  the 
environment.  Manufacturers  of  all  selected  new  chemicals  v^ill  be  required  to 
notify  the  Agency  at  least  90  days  before  commencing  commercial  production. 
The  Agency  may  promulgate  regulations  or  go  into  court  to  restrict  the  produc- 
tion or  use  of  a  chemical  or  to  even  ban  it  if  such  drastic  action  is  necessary. 

The  bill  closes  a  gap  in  our  current  array  of  law^s  to  protect  the  health  of  our 
people  and  the  environment.  The  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Water  Pollution  Con- 
trol Act  protect  the  air  and  w^ater  from  toxic  contaminants.  The  Food  and  Drug 
Act  and  the  Safe  Drinking  Water  Act  are  used  to  protect  the  food  wt  eat  and 
the  water  we  drink  against  hazardous  contaminants.  Other  provisions  of  exist- 
ing laws  protect  the  health  and  the  environment  against  other  polluting  con- 
taminants such  as  pesticides  and  radiation.  However,  none  of  the  existing  statutes 
provide  comprehensive  protection. 

This  bill  provides  broad  discretionary  authority  to  protect  the  health  and 
environment.  It  is  critical,  however,  that  the  legislation  be  administered  in  a 
manner  so  as  not  to  duplicate  existing  regulatory  and  enforcement  authorities. 

In  addition,  I  am  certain  that  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  realizes 
that  it  must  carefully  exercise  its  discretionary  authority  so  as  to  minimize  the 
regulatory  burden  consistent  with  the  effective  protection  of  the  health  and 
environment. 

The  administration,  the  majority  and  minority  members  of  the  Congress, 
the  chemical  industry,  labor,  consumer,  environmental,  and  other  groups  all 
have  contributed  to  the  bill  as  it  has  finally  been  enacted.  It  is  a  strong  bill  and 
will  be  administered  in  a  way  which  focuses  on  the  most  critical  environ- 
mental problems  not  covered  by  existing  legislation  while  not  overburdening 
either  the  regulatory  agency,  the  regulated  industry,  or  the  American  people. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  3149,  approved  October  11,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-469  (90  Stat.  2003). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Providing  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Survivors  of  Dr.  Frank  R.  Olson.     October  12,  1976 

I  AM  today  signing  into  law  S.  3035,  a  private  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  survivors 
of  Dr.  Frank  R.  Olson. 
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Dr.  Olson  was  a  civilian  biochemist  employed  by  the  Department  of  the 
Army.  He  died  when  he  jumped  from  a  10th  floor  window  of  a  hotel  in  New 
York  City  on  November  28,  1953.  Approximately  1  week  earlier,  employees 
of  the  CIA  had  administered  LSt)  to  Dr.  Olson.  The  administration  of  the 
drug  occurred  without  his  prior  knowledge  and  would  appear  to  have  been  a 
proximate  cause  of  his  death. 

Legislation  to  appropriate  $1,250,000  to  compensate  the  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren of  Dr.  Olson  for  his  death  was  supported  by  this  administration.  However, 
the  Congress  approved  a  measure  calling  for  the  payment  of  a  total  of  $750,000 
to  these  survivors.  Should  the  Congress  next  year  consider  further  private  relief 
legislation  to  raise  the  total  amount  of  compensation  to  $1.25  million,  this 
administration  would  support  the  measure. 

The  approval  of  this  bill  underscores  the  basic  principle  that  an  individual 
citizen  of  this  Nation  should  be  protected  from  unreasonable  transgressions 
into  his  personal  activities.  There  should  be  no  doubt  that  my  administration 
is  opposed  to  the  use  of  drugs,  chemicals,  or  other  substances  without  the  prior 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  individual  affected.  At  the  request  of  the  family 
of  Dr.  Olson,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  highlight  this  continuing  policy. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  3035,  approved  October  12,  1976,  is  Private  Law  94-126. 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  Bill  Providing  for  the 
Relief  of  Camilla  A.  Hester.     October  12,  1976 

I  HAVE  withheld  my  approval  from  S.  3790,  a  private  bill  which  would  author- 
ize a  civil  service  survivor  annuity  retroactive  to  September  28,  1972,  to  Mrs. 
Camilla  A.  Hester  as  the  widow  of  the  late  John  A.  Hester. 

While  I  am  sympathetic  to  Mrs.  Hester's  circumstances,  S.  3790  unfortunately 
contains  two  precedent-setting  provisions  which  I  consider  very  undesirable, 
not  only  for  future  private  relief  legislation,  but  also  for  ordinary  claims  under 
the  Civil  Service  Retirement  System. 

The  first  would  require  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  pay  interest  at  6 
percent  per  annum  retroactive  to  1972  on  the  survivor's  benefit  which  would  be 
authorized  by  S.  3790.  The  second  would  require  the  Treasury  to  pay  Mrs. 
Hester  $5,000  as  compensation  for  her  successful  effort  to  be  awarded  the 
benefit.  Neither  of  these  provisions  are  appropriate,  in  my  judgment,  in  bringing 
Mrs.  Hester  equitable  relief. 
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For  these  reasons  I  am  unable  to  approve  S.  3790. 1  have  signed  other  private 
relief  legislation  during  the  94th  Congress  designed  to  rectify  the  inequitable 
circumstances  arising  from  the  "length  of  marriage"  requirement  in  the  civil 
service  retirement  law.  Hov^ever,  these  bills  did  not  contain  the  objectionable 
provisions  contained  in  S.  3790. 1  v^ould  be  pleased,  hov^ever,  to  consider  legisla- 
tion for  Mrs.  Hester  that  w^ould  provide  appropriate  relief  v^ithout  the  objec- 
tionable features  discussed  above. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  at  Yeshiva  of  Flatbush  High  School 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York.     October  12,  1976 

Senator  Jamls,  Senator  Buckley,  Attorney  General  Lefkjowitz,  Congressman 
Peyser,  Congressman  Gilman,  Dic\  Rosenbaum,  Mr.  Goldschmidt,  Mrs,  Eliach, 
Mr.  Klein,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  commend  this  outstanding  Jewish  institution  and  especially  the  Center  for 
Holocaust  Studies.  From  the  greatest  tragedy  of  the  Jev^ish  people  came  the 
greatest  achievements  of  the  Jewish  spirit — the  rebirth  of  the  State  of  Israel. 
This  inspires  Americans  of  all  faiths.  The  Jewish  people,  once  tragic  victims, 
today  are  symbols  of  human  courage,  pride,  and  unconquerable  determination, 
and  I  congratulate  you  for  it. 

When  I  think  of  the  terrible  atrocities  of  World  War  II,  when  I  recall  the 
grim  and  moving  day  when  I  visited  Auschwitz,  when  I  think  of  the  6  million 
Jewish  martyrs  and  others  so  brutally  murdered,  I  reflect  on  how  fortunate  we 
are  to  be  citizens  of  a  country  which  exalts  trust  in  God  and  God-given  rights 
of  every  person  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

I  was  just  presented  with  a  small  lapel  pin  inscribed  with  a  Jewish  or  Hebrew 
word  "Remember" — and  I  will  remember.  God  has  blessed  our  great  land.  With 
this  blessing  goes  a  great  responsibility.  As  a  free  people,  we  must  remember 
that  the  price  of  freedom  is  eternal  vigilance. 

In  our  lifetime  there  has  been  more  than  enough  tragedy  and  terror,  more 
than  enough  fanaticism  and  fear.  My  administration  has  committed  to  combat, 
effectively  and  affirmatively,  terrorism  everywhere  on  a  worldwide  basis. 

I  shared  the  relief  and  the  pride  of  the  Jewish  people  last  July  4,  when  our 
Independence  Day  was  given  an  added  dimension  by  the  heroic  Israeli  rescue 
operation  in  Uganda.  And  I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  I  was  the  first  head  of 

2489 


[885]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  12 

government  to  praise  this  tremendous  act  of  courage  and  determination  by  the 
State  of  Israel. 

Just  as  I  am  determined  to  fight  terrorism  throughout  the  world,  I  will  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  fight  terrorism  in  our  own  streets  and  neighborhoods, 
in  New  York  and  throughout  the  United  States.  We  all  know,  from  the  records 
and  from  personal  experiences,  there  have  been  too  many  muggings  and  too 
many  murders.  The  time  has  come  to  lock  up  those  who  make  a  career  of  crime 
and  give  the  streets  back  to  the  people. 

We  are  dedicated  to  American  religious  freedom,  but  religious  freedom  means 
little  if  people  cannot  walk  in  safety  to  their  synagogues  and  to  their  churches, 
cannot  feel  secure  in  their  own  streets  and  in  their  own  neighborhoods,  and 
cannot  be  sure  that  society  is  as  devoted  to  the  rights  of  the  victim  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  criminal.  A  free  people  must  never  capitulate  to  terrorism,  whether 
at  foreign  airports  or  in  our  own  streets. 

I  am  in  Flatbush  today  to  reaffirm  that  neighborhoods  and  communities  like 
this  are  the  lif eblood  of  America  today.  Let  us  expand  and  encourage  the  values 
inherent  in  our  neighborhoods  and  in  our  traditions.  America's  future  requires 
traditional  commonsense,  not  radical  experimentation  at  personal  expense.  We 
must  cherish  and  preserve  our  religious  traditions,  the  family,  the  home,  and 
the  rich  heritage  of  many  cultures  and  neighborhoods  throughout  America. 

The  United  States  is  sound.  We  are  secure.  We  are  on  the  march  to  full  eco- 
nomic recovery  and  a  better  life  for  all  Americans.  But  America's  salvation  will 
not  be  found  in  expensive  new  programs  financed  by  you  who  pay  the  taxes  and 
obey  the  laws.  In  the  name  of  justice  for  some,  we  must  not  do  injustice  to 
others. 

I  am  totally  opposed,  completely  against  arbitrary  quotas  in  hiring  and  in 
education.  Individual  merit  must  be  rewarded.  Opportunity  should  be  open  to 
all  Americans  on  an  equal  basis.  I,  today,  renew  my  pledge  to  be  President  of 
all  the  people,  not  with  wild  promises  and  vague  plans  but  with  a  proven  record 
of  performance. 

The  Arab  boycott  has  been  in  existence  since  1952,  and  I  have  opposed  it  since 
1952.  Our  moral  and  legal  opposition  to  the  Arab  boycott  is  being  made  force- 
fully clear  not  only  to  the  foreign  governments  but  to  the  American  business 
community.  Last  week  I  ordered  the  Department  of  Commerce  to  make  public 
every  instance  in  which  Arab  boycott  demands  are  reviewed  from  now  on  by 
American  companies.  Such  disclosure  will  allow  the  public  to  monitor  the 
response  of  business  and  industry.  I  have  not  and  will  not  tolerate  the  transla- 
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don  of  foreign  religious  prejudice  into  domestic  discrimination  against  Ameri- 
can citizens. 

I  am  proud  to  be  the  first  President  to  take  strong,  Executive  action  to  combat 
the  boycott.  In  March  of  1975, 1  initiated  the  first  comprehensive  White  House 
reviev^  of  the  boycott  problem.  My  action  led,  in  November  1975,  to  a  series  of 
Executive  orders  that  I  issued  specially  to  combat  religious  discrimination 
against  American  citizens. 

During  the  25  years  that  I  was  privileged  to  serve  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  I  acted,  as  you  know^,  on  numerous  occasions  to  bring  America's 
attention  to  the  plight  of  Soviet  Jew^ry.  As  President,  I  am  pressing  for  nevv^ 
movement  on  the  issue  of  emigration  of  Jev^s  from  the  Soviet  Union.  I  raised 
this  question  personally  w^ith  General  Secretary  Brezhnev,  and  I  v^ill  raise  it 
again  and  again.  It  is  immoral  for  any  nation  to  either  dominate  other  nations 
or  to  dominate  the  religious  life  and  elementary  human  rights  of  its  ovv^n  citizens. 

From  the  time  that  I  first  ran  for  Congress  in  1948, 1  recognized  that  a  strong 
Israel  is  essential  to  the  cause  of  peace  and  the  national  security  of  the  United 
States,  and  I  am  proud  of  that  record.  That  record  is  as  old  as  the  State  of  Israel, 
and  you  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  firm  in  my  commitment  to  Israel.  I  am 
proud  that  our  delegation  at  the  United  Nations  has  fought  and  will  fight  any 
measure  that  condemns  Zionism  as  racism  or  would  deny  Israel  her  full  rights 
of  United  Nations  membership. 

America's  policy  of  peace  through  strength  has  proven  itself  in  the  Middle 
East  and  throughout  the  world.  Nobody  questions  our  dedication  to  peace,  and 
nobody  must  doubt  my  willingness  to  use  our  strength  when  America's  vital 
interests  are  at  stake.  A  strong  defense  is  the  best  insurance  for  peace.  But  our 
strength  has  never  rested  upon  arms  alone;  it  is  rooted  in  our  commitment  to 
the  highest  standards  of  ethics  and  morality. 

As  President,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  peace  in  the  Middle  East  has  been 
enhanced  by  the  trust  that  we  have  elicited  on  both  sides.  Israel's  future  is 
certainly  brighter  today  than  it  was  before  I  had  the  honor  of  becoming  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  the  last  2  years  the  forces  of  moderation  in  the  Mid- 
dle East  have  grown  stronger.  The  area's  extremists  and  terrorists  are  on  the 
defensive.  Prime  Minister  Rabin,  who  has  been  my  personal  friend  since  he 
was  Ambassador  in  the  United  States  when  I  served  in  the  Congress,  said  recently 
that  relations  between  our  two  countries  are  at  a  peak.  The  funds  for  Israel  in  my 
first  2  years  of  office  totaled  $4,300  million.  Forty  percent  of  the  total  American 
aid  to  Israel  since  1948  was  authorized  during  the  Ford  administration. 

Our  support  of  Israel  with  weapons,  not  words,  was  summed  up  by  Israel's 
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Prime  Minister  Rabin,  who  said,  and  I  quote,  "The  margin  between  what  we 
want  and  what  we  get  is  very  small."  Israel's  strength  enhances  the  prospects  for 
peace.  I  reaffirm  today  that  as  we  pursue  peace  there  will  be  no  imposed  solution. 
There  will  be  no  one-sided  concessions. 

I  have  met  with  Prime  Minister  Rabin  and  other  Israeli  leaders  in  Washington 
on  many  occasions  since  I  became  President.  In  my  next  term,  I  intend  to  visit 
Israel  and  other  Middle  Eastern  countries  whenever  such  a  trip  would  contribute 
most  to  a  just  and  lasting  peace. 

My  record  as  a  friend  of  Israel  speaks  for  itself.  My  record  is  one  of  realism,  not 
rhetoric.  My  record  is  one  of  experience,  not  expediency.  My  record  is  one  of 
performance,  not  promises. 

I  recall  the  timeless  question  asked  by  a  great  Jewish  prophet,  and  I  quote, 
"What  doeth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and 
walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ?"  As  I  visit  with  citizens  like  yourself  and  neighbor- 
hoods like  this,  I  am  reassured  by  the  goodness  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  nation  which  strives  to  do  justice  and  to  love  mercy.  Let  us  walk  humbly 
together  in  brotherhood  with  God  as  our  guide. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:55  p.m.  In  his  of  Yeshiva  High  School,  Mrs.  Yatta  Eliach,  direc- 

opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Senators  Jacob  K.  tor.  Center  for  Holocaust  Studies,  and  George  Klein, 

Javits  and  James  L.  Buckley,  Louis  J.  Lefkowitz,  deputy  director,  Jewish  National  Campaign, 

attorney    general    of    New    York,    Representatives  Following  his  remarks,  the  President  met  with 

Peter  A.  Peyser  and  Benjamin  A.  Oilman,  Richard  Jewish    community    leaders    and    then   greeted    the 

Rosenbaum,  chairman  of  the  New  York  State  Pres-  high  school  students  at  the  succah. 
ident  Ford  Committee,  Fred  Goldschmidt,  president 
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Remarks  During  a  Motorcade  Tour  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York.     October  12,  1976 

Borough  Park  (2:30  p.m.) 

LET  ME  say  a  word  for  just  a  minute,  if  I  might.  It  is  a  great  privilege  and  a 
very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of  being  in  Brooklyn  with  Senator 
Javits  and  Senator  Buckley  and  to  have  an  opportunity  to  thank  you  all  for  the 
very  warm  reception.  Over  the  years  I  have  had  many,  many  opportunities  to 
come  to  this  great  city  and  know  intimately  many  of  the  fine  people  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York  City. 
We  have  a  great  country.  We  must  keep  strong  within  our  country  by  making 
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certain  that  we  spend  your  tax  dollars  in  a  responsible  and  a  proper  way.  We 
must  make  certain  that  we  find  the  best  way,  the  fairest  way  for  the  Federal 
Government  to  tax  all  of  you.  I  happen  to  believe  very  strongly  that  the  middle- 
income  taxpayer  of  this  country  has  been  shortchanged  and  that  the  middle-in- 
come taxpayer  needs  a  tax  reduction  in  the  way  that  I  proposed  by  increasing  the 
personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  And  we're  going  to  get  it  in  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

But  it  is  also  important  that  we  find  the  best  answer  to  making  America 
prosperous  again.  And  we  can  do  that  by  the  right  tax  policies  that  give  more 
tax  reduction  to  the  taxpayers  and  hold  a  reasonable  restraint  on  the  expenditure 
of  Federal  funds. 

Let  me  say  this:  I  will  never  be  satisfied  until  everybody  who  wants  to  work 
can  find  a  job,  period. 

Let  me  in  conclusion  make  this  observation.  America  is  strong;  America  is 
secure.  There  is  not  a  single  young  American  boy  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign 
soil  today.  We  are  at  peace,  and  we  should  be  proud  of  it.  We  have  the  miUtary 
capability  and  the  diplomatic  skill  to  keep  the  peace. 

So,  I  pledge  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  that  we  will  have  a  strong  and 
prosperous  economy.  We  will  have  a  peace  that  is  secure.  And  you  can  trust  your 
President,  who  has  restored  trust  in  the  White  House. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Bay  Ridge  (3  p.m.) 

LET  ME  say  just  a  few  words.  I  think  we  can  say  with  pride,  we  can  say  with  the 
fullest,  complete  conviction,  that  we  are  doing  the  right  thing  for  this  country. 
I  am  the  first  President  in  20  years  who  can  go  before  the  American  people  and 
say  that  our  Nation  is  at  peace.  There  is  not  a  single  young  American  fighting 
or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  today,  and  we  should  be  proud  of  it.  And  we  have 
the  military  capability  and  the  diplomatic  skills  to  keep  the  peace,  and  you 
will  under  a  Ford  administration. 

But  we  have  to  have  a  healthy  economy  at  home,  and  that  means  a  job  for 
everybody  who  wants  a  job;  it  means  a  home  for  everybody  who  will  work  for  it 
and  save  for  it.  And  that  means  we  have  to  get  rid  of  the  crime  on  the  streets  so 
that  you  and  your  children  will  be  free  of  any  terrorism,  either  at  home  or 
abroad.  It  means  that  you  have  to  have  the  best  education,  the  kind  of  health  care 
that  you  need  and  that  you  can  afford. 

So,  we  want  only  good  health,  good  education,  a  better  tax  system,  responsible 
action  in  meeting  the  problems  of  crime,  equality  of  life  in  America. 
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Let  me  conclude  by  one  final  comment.  I  think  the  middle-income  taxpayer 
in  this  country  is  getting  shortchanged,  and  the  best  way  to  give  him  the  right 
kind  of  tax  relief  is  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 
That's  what  we  need  and  that's  what  we'll  get. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

[At  this  point,  the  President's  motorcade  proceeded  from  82d  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue  to 
84th  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  where  the  President  spoJ{e  as  follows:'] 

Hi,  how  are  you  ?  Nice  to  see  you. 

Let  me  make  one  or  two  comments.  I  am  delighted  to  be  here  in  this  wonder- 
ful community  with  Senator  Jack  Javits  and  Senator  Jim  Buckley.  Give  them 
a  big  hand. 

Let  me  say  very  quickly,  what  do  we  want  in  America  ?  We  want  peace,  and 
we  want  prosperity,  and  we  want  trust.  Under  your  President,  Jerry  Ford  has 
restored  trust  in  the  White  House.  You  can  now  believe  what  you  hear  out  of 
the  White  House. 

Number  two,  America  is  at  peace.  There  is  not  a  single  young  American 
fighting  and  dying  on  foreign  soil  today,  and  we're  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

But  we  want  to  give  a  better  quality  of  life  right  here  in  America.  What  we 
want  is  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  and  we  will  get  him  a  job.  We 
want  a  home  for  everybody  who  will  work  and  save  for  it,  and  we  are  going  to 
get  that  under  the  next  4  years.  We  want  to  be  certain  that  you  can  walk  down 
this  street  or  that  street  and  be  safe,  and  we  are  going  to  take  care  of  the  crime 
problem  in  America,  period. 

We  want  these  young  people  that  I  have  seen  on  both  sides  of  the  street— 
we  want  them  to  get  an  education  so  that  they  can  not  only  have  an  education 
but  one  that  will  do  them  good  when  they  get  old  enough  and  want  a  job.  And 
we're  going  to  get  that  in  the  education  system. 

But  let  me  just  conclude  with  this  observation.  November  2  is  a  critical  testing 
point  for  America.  It  you  want  a  country  that  is  strong  at  home,  strong  abroad, 
and  with  peace  and  prosperity,  vote  for  Jerry  Ford.  I  ask  for  your  support. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  from  his  limousine  at  each  stop  during  the  motorcade  tour. 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  National  Committee  Dinner  in 
New  York  City.     October  12,  1976 

Nelson,  Senator  Jac\  Javits,  Senator  Jim  Buc\ley,  Governor  Wilson,  Attorney 
General  Lefkowitz,  distinguished  Members  of  Congress,  Mary  Louise,  Dic\ 
Rosenbaum,  Gus  Levy,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

That  concludes  my  remarks.  Thank  you  very  much.  [Laughter'] 

Obviously,  Nelson,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  your  more  than  generous  com- 
ments, and  as  I  will  say  in  a  moment,  there  is  no  way  that  I  can  adequately 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  superb  job  that  you  have  done  in  the  last  2  years. 

I  talked  to  Betty  just  before  I  came  down — and  Nelson  is  one  of  her  favorites, 
as  Happy  ^  is  one  of  mine — {laughter] — and  she  said  to  give  you  her  very  best 
and  to  extend  to  all  of  you  her  deepest  gratitude  and  appreciation.  She  wanted 
to  be  here,  but  in  the  last  5  days  she  has  been  in  California,  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton, Colorado,  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  she  is  going  out  to  four  States  in  the 
next  few  days.  So,  she  asked  me  if  you  would  think  she  was  here  in  spirit  if  not 
in  person,  and  she  is,  and  said  to  say  hello  to  all  of  you. 

But  I  do  want  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  13  all-American  representa- 
tives of  the  various  ethnic  groups  here,  the  some  23  nations,  as  I  understand  it, 
and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  their  support,  their  dedication,  and  their  under- 
standing. Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Nelson,  it's  good  to  be  hiding  out  in  the  White  House  here  in  New  York. 
[Laughter]  I  spent  last  week  hiding  out  in  the  White  House  in  California,  Okla- 
homa, and  Texas.  I  plan  to  spend  the  rest  of  the  week  in  the  White  House  in 
Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Illinois.  What  Fm  actually  doing  is  playing  hide  and  seek. 
I'm  looking  all  over,  trying  to  find  the  candidate  who  used  to  run  around  the 
country  saying,  "I  will  never  lie  to  you."  [Laughter]  I  might  say,  parenthetically, 
he  seems  to  have  disappeared.  [Laughter] 

But  wherever  I  go,  I  do  hear  good  things  about  another  former  Governor. 
I  hear  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic,  one  of  the  most  effective,  one  of 
the  most  energetic  campaigners  for  the  Republican  cause  in  this  crucial  1976 
election.  I  hear  he  describes  what  we  have  accomplished  in  my  26  months  as 
President  a  whole  lot  better  than  I  do.  He  is  Nelson  Rockefeller,  and  his  middle 
name  is  loyalty.  Thank  you. 

In  politics  you  can  have  charisma,  you  can  have  eloquence,  you  can  have 


^  Mrs.  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller. 
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leadership,  you  can  have  character,  you  can  have  experience,  and  Nelson  has  all 
of  these  things.  Believe  me,  though,  the  one  thing  that  you  really  look  for  in 
this  political  arena  most  of  all  is  loyalty,  and  Nelson  has  it.  And  I  thank  you 
very  much. 

If  I  might,  I  vv^ould  like  to  add  a  very  special  comment.  Nelson,  not  only 
for  w^hat  you  have  done  as  Vice  President,  not  only  for  w^hat  you  have  done 
for  my  candidacy  and  w^hat  you  are  doing  in  this  campaign  but  w^hat  you 
have  done  for  our  country  all  of  your  public  life.  Nobody  w^ill  ever  surpass  the 
dedication,  devotion  that  has  been  demonstrated  on  behalf  of  his  country  over 
the  years  by  our  Vice  President.  And  I  think  not  only  you  here  tonight  but  the 
people  in  the  great  Empire  State  and  all  of  us  in  the  other  49  States  are  deeply 
grateful  for  this  w^onderful  public  servant,  v^hom  I  have  gotten  to  know  and 
love  and  trust,  and  w^ho  I  think  is  super. 

Now^  I  w^ould  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  your  great  State  chairman,  Dick 
Rosenbaum,  who  has  a  subtle  w^ay  of  suggesting  that  maybe  certain  things 
ought  to  happen— look  at  him  blush.  [Laughter]  Well,  w^e  w^ill  do  our  best, 
Dick,  to  repay  you  for  the  first-class  job  you  did  in  Kansas  City. 

Needless  to  say,  I  have  been  gratified  and  deeply  impressed  by  v^hat  I  have 
heard  and  seen  here  in  Nev^  York  today.  I  am  no  judge  of  how  big  the  crov^ds 
are  or  how^  enthusiastic  the  people  are  because  I  have  never  had  the  privilege 
of  being  a  candidate  in  Nev^  York  State  before.  But  I  can  tell  w^armth  in  the 
eyes  of  people,  and  I  can  tell  by  the  w^ay  they  look  and  feel  and  speak  and  yell 
and  get  together.  We  had  a  great  day  in  Brooklyn  today,  and  I  w^ant  to  thank 
everybody  for  it. 

As  Nelson  said,  the  people  of  Nev^  York  City  are  sorting  out  some  of  the 
most  difficult  financial  problems  any  city  in  this  country  has  ever  faced.  I  know 
it  has  not  been  easy  for  New  York  City  to  pull  through  these  financial  problems. 

During  our  travels  through  Brooklyn,  Flatbush,  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
talk  to  Senator  Javits  and  Senator  Buckley,  and  I  told  them  as  follows:  As  New 
York  City  continues  to  meet  its  responsibilities — and  I  commend  them  and 
congratulate  them— I  strongly  favor  the  continuation  of  Federal  cash-flow 
assistance.  It's  good  for  the  city,  and  it's  good  for  the  country. 

I  also  added  another  little  comment.  I  told  them  I  support  the  rebuilding  of 
the  West  Side  Highway.  About  35  or  40  years  ago  I  was  courting  a  very  nice  girl, 
and  I  used  to  come  down  from  New  Haven,  and  I  used  to  ride  and  drive  on 
that  highway  then.  It  was  old  and  broken  down  then,  and  it  should  have  been 
replaced  a  long  time  ago.  As  soon  as  the  enviornmental  impact  statement  is 
ready,  we  will  go  ahead.  And  the  second— now  this  is  the  good  news— I  think 
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we  sort  of  put  a  fire  under  them.  They  expect  to  have  that  all  done  in  the  next 
30  days,  and  you  will  get  the  go-ahead  signal. 

But  let  me  take  just  a  few  minutes.  When  I  was  here  on  the  Fourth  of  July 
to  see  the  Tall  Ships,  more  beautiful  sails  came  to  this  city,  I  think,  than  ever 
in  the  history  of  any  city  or  any  nation.  There  was  promise,  conviction,  and 
hometown  pride.  It  was  clearly  demonstrated  by  anybody  who  came  to  the 
city  on  that  occasion.  And  that  new  spirit — as  we  flew  over  in  the  heUcopter  or 
in  our  aircraft — that  new  spirit  was  demonstrated.  It  was  hard  earned,  and  it 
was  well  deserved,  and  I  congratulate  you  all. 

Now,  it's  been  8  weeks  since  Kansas  City.  We've  come  a  long,  long  way,  baby. 
[Laughter]  We  have  the  facts,  we  have  the  issues,  we've  got  the  momentum, 
and  we  have  got  3  more  weeks  to  go  to  win  a  great  victory  for  the  American 
people. 

I  said  in  Kansas  City  that  we  wouldn't  concede  a  single  State,  we  wouldn't 
concede  a  single  vote;  we  would  campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota 
to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia.  And  we  have,  and  we  are  going  to  win  on 
November  2. 

I  have  a  firm  commitment  from  Dick  Rosenbaum  and  Nelson  and  Jack  Javits 
and  Jim  Buckley  that  we  are  going  to  carry  New  York  with  its  41  electoral 
votes.  And  I  have  made  a  firm  commitment  to  Jim  Buckley:  We  are  going 
to  help  him  get  reelected  to  the  United  States  Senate  from  the  State  of  New 
York. 

It  would  be  very  helpful  in  the  next  2  years  if  we  could  have  a  good  number 
of  additional  Republican  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  would 
stand  tall  and  strong  when  the  tough  issues  come  down — people  like  Jack 
Wydler  ^  and  the  others — so  do  your  best  in  that  regard. 

I  also  told  you  in  Kansas  City  that  I  was  ready  and  eager  to  debate  Mr.  Carter 
face  to  face  on  the  real  issues.  I  still  am — [laughter] — if  I  can  ever  pin  him 
down.  We've  heard  a  lot  of  doubletalk  from  Mr.  Carter,  a  lot  of  make-believe 
mathematics,  a  lot  of  fuzzy  and  contradictory  policy  proposals.  I  still  don't 
know  where  Mr.  Carter  stands  on  most  issues,  and  I  don't  think  he  does. 

One  thing  is  pretty  clear:  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  be  President,  whatever  he  has 
to  say  to  get  there.  I  can  sympathize.  I  understand  it  when  he  says  he  will  have 
to  take  a  few  years  to  study  national  and  international  problems  and  get  all  of 
the  facts.  Let's  give  Mr.  Carter  a  few  more  years  to  prepare  himself — 
[laughter] — but  not  on  the  taxpayer's  money. 

You  know  what  I  will  do,  because  you  know  what  I  have  done  for  the  past 

^  John  W.  Wydler,  Republican  congressional  candidate  from  New  York. 
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26  months.  You  know  where  we  were  then,  and  you  know  where  we  are  to- 
day— ^peace,  recovering  from  a  recession,  rebuilding  pride  in  America  in  its 
200th  anniversary.  You  know  what  I  have  done  as  President,  despite  the  partisan 
obstructionism  of  a  Congress  stacked  2  to  1  against  me. 

We  heard  before  the  convention  that  our  party  was  sick,  our  party  was  dying. 
Now  we  hear  the  voters  are  overcome  with  apathy  and  really  don't  care  who 
wins.  I  don't  believe  that.  I  just  don't  believe  that.  The  American  people  do  care, 
they  have  a  clear  choice,  and  our  job  is  to  get  them  to  the  polls  to  register  their 
choice  for  our  country. 

Make  no  mistake — this  election  will  decide  the  direction  America  is  going  to 
take  in  its  third  century  of  independence.  Mr.  Carter  may  be  deficient  in  details, 
but  the  general  direction  of  his  philosophy  is  very,  very  plain.  It's  the  same  direc- 
tion which  his  party  has  been  leading  this  country  for  the  last  44  years.  Don't 
forget  that  his  party  controlled  the  Congress  and  wrote  all  the  laws  in  40  out  of 
the  last  44  years.  That's  really  what's  basically  wrong  in  Washington  today. 

Mr.  Carter  wants  more  Federal  Government;  I  want  less.  Mr.  Carter  wants 
higher  Federal  taxes  for  middle-income  taxpayers;  I  want  lower  taxes  for  every- 
body, especially  the  overburdened,  shortchanged  man  in  the  middle.  Mr.  Carter 
wants  less  defense  insurance;  I  want  the  strongest  and  the  best  military  capa- 
bility science  that  money  can  provide.  We  can't  do  less  than  that.  Mr.  Carter 
wants  to  reduce  our  commitments  to  our  long  and  steadfast  allies;  I  want  to 
maintain  America's  world  leadership  for  peace. 

These  are  real,  fundamental  differences,  serious  choices  to  be  made  by  the 
people  throughout  this  country.  Mr.  Carter,  in  his  party's  platform,  chartered 
one  course  for  this  country.  No  matter  how  he  zigzags,  there's  no  doubt  where 
he  wants  to  go.  The  direction  Mr.  Carter  would  take  us  is  the  same  one  that 
brought  us  heavy  inflation,  a  tax  load  that  kills  initiative  and  slows  economic 
expansion,  a  slowdown  in  research  and  development,  and  oppressive  interfer- 
ence by  a  know-it-all  Federal  Government. 

I  stand  totally  for  a  different  direction.  This  year,  my  budget  reduced — as 
Jack  and  Jim  and  Jack  Wydler  know — reduced  the  rate  of  government  growth 
by  50  percent,  or  one-half.  Congress  exceeded  it  by  more  than  $18  billion.  But  I 
still  mean  to  submit— and  we  can  with  the  right  Congress  in  the  next  2  years— 
I  still  mean  to  submit  a  balanced  Federal  budget  by  1978. 

It  doesn't  seem  like  much,  but  I  think  it  is  an  encouraging  trend:  In  the  2  years 
that  I  have  been  there,  we  have  reduced  a  proposed  increase  in  Federal  employees 
by  40,000— a  projected  increase— and  we  have  actually  reduced  the  number  of 
employees  in  the  civilian  side  of  the  Federal  Government  by  11,000.  That  is 
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something  that  we  can  do,  have  done,  and  will  do  in  the  months  ahead  beyond 
these  11,000. 

My  60  vetoes  saved  the  American  taxpayer  $9^2  billion.  Mr.  Carter  constantly 
criticizes  those  vetoes,  and  yet  he  castigates  us  for  having  too  big  a  deficit.  I'm 
not  sure  how  you  can  have  it  both  ways.  If  his  party's  Congress,  I  might  add  par- 
enthetically, had  not  overriden  12  of  the  vetoes  that  I  made,  we  would  have  saved 
an  additional  $16  billion  more. 

When  I  say  that  I  stand  for  smaller  government,  and  my  performance  proves 
it — on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Carter  says  he  is  for  reforming  and  reorganizing 
the  bureaucracy,  but  his  performance  tells  a  far  different  story.  And  I  respect- 
fully suggest  you  ask  the  taxpayers  of  Georgia.  They  don't  tell  the  same  story. 

What  do  you  think  you  will  get  from  a  Democratic  President  and  another  2  to 
1  Democratic  Congress  ?  One  thing  you  will  certainly  get  is  more  spending  and 
bigger  deficits.  Another  thing  you  will  get  is  more  runaway  inflation.  One 
thing  you  won't  get  is  lower  Federal  taxes.  Another  thing  you  won't  get  is  less 
Federal  Government. 

So,  the  choice  before  our  country  is  very  clear.  You  know  where  I  stand,  and 
I  am  proud  of  it.  I  have  campaigned  here  ever  since  1948  on  the  principle  that  a 
government  big  enough  to  give  us  everything  we  want  is  a  government  big 
enough  to  take  from  us  everything  we  have. 

About  10  days  ago,  early  in  the  morning  in  Washington,  I  got  a  call  from  a 
very  courageous  leader  of  Government,  one  of  our  dear  and  respected  allies. 
Prime  Minister  Callaghan  called  and  said — and  I  quote  from  a  speech  that  he 
made  because,  as  many  of  you  know,  they  have  had  serious  difficulties,  not  only 
more  recently  but  over  the  years — and  I  read  some  of  the  excerpts  from  a  speech 
that  Jim  Callaghan  gave  that  I  think  are  worth  repeating  here  on  this  occasion. 

Jim  Callaghan  courageously  said,  and  I  quote,  "We  have  lived  for  too  long  on 
borrowed  time,  borrowed  money  and  even  borrowed  ideas,  nor  will  we  succeed 
if  we  use  confetti  money  to  pay  ourselves  more  than  we  produce."  Then  the 
Prime  Minister  continued  in  his  speech  before  his  Labor  convention  of  his  own 
political  party.  He  went  on  to  say,  "Each  time  we  did  this,  the  twin  evils  of  un- 
employment and  inflation  have  hit  hardest  those  least  able  to  stand  them— the 
poor,  the  old  and  the  sick." 

I  think  that  all  Americans  should  learn  a  lesson  from  this  courageous  public 
leader  in  Great  Britain  and  his  very  plain  and  straightforward  talk  to  his  fel- 
low Members  of  the  Parliament.  I  think  the  current  crisis  in  Great  Britain  tells 
us  more  than  any  words  can  about  the  danger  of  too  much  government,  too 
much  spending  on  borrowed  money.  The  British  pound  has  sunk  to  its  lowest 
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level  in  history.  Inflation  has  been  running  over  25  percent.  Government  spend- 
ing now^  accounts  for  60  percent  of  the  entire  British  economy. 

As  Republicans,  wt  are  not  motivated  by  the  love  of  government  pov^er  but 
the  fear  of  it,  and  we  should  be.  We  speak  for  those  w^ho  v^ork  hard,  pay  their 
taxes,  obey  the  law^s,  and  have  the  right  to  enjoy  their  own  God-given  liberty. 
We  are  totally  committed  to  a  policy  of  peace  through  strength  in  a  world  where 
freedom  is  still  threatened  by  aggressive  adversaries.  The  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica must  remain  number  one,  and  we  will,  for  our  protection  and  for  freedom 
around  the  world. 

I  know  how  deeply  all  of  you  are  devoted  to  the  principles  that  we  have  been 
talking  about — Nelson  and  myself  and  others — and  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  Gus,  and  all  of  you,  for  your  steadfast  support. 

But  there  is  one  more  effort  that  I  would  like  to  ask  of  you.  Republicans  alone 
cannot  win  this  election.  The  principles  we  hold  are  just  as  dear  to  millions  of 
our  friends  and  neighbors  who  prefer  to  be  Democrats  or  Independents.  Between 
now  and  November  2, 1  hope  that  every  Republican  will  persuade  just  one  Inde- 
pendent and  one  Democrat,  two  concerned  citizens  who  feel  as  we  do  about  the 
direction  this  country  must  take,  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  their  true  conviction 
regardless  of  party  label. 

If  you  do  this,  person  to  person  and  friend  to  friend,  we  can  and  we  will  win 
a  great  victory  for  the  American  people  and  the  principles  that  we  all  espouse, 
regardless  of  how  the  label  is  after  our  registration. 

The  only  way  is  to  go  forward  together.  There  is  no  way  we  can  lose  except  by 
resting  before  the  last  poll  closes.  And  together,  not  as  partisans  but  as  a  proud 
American,  we  will  get  America  off  to  a  great  start  on  our  third  century  of  this 
freedom  in  the  greatest  country  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at   9;45   p.m.    in   the  Louis  J.  Lefkowitz,  attorney  general  of  New  York, 

Grand    Ballroom   at  the   New  York   Hilton   Hotel.  Mary  Louise  Smith,  Republican  National  Committee 

He  was   introduced   by  Vice  President  Nelson   A.  chairman,  Richard  Rosenbaum,  chairman  of  the  New 

Rockefeller.  York  State  President  Ford  Committee,  and  Gus  Levy, 

In  his  opening  remarks,   the  President  referred  chairman  of  the  dinner, 
to  Governor  Malcolm  Wilson  of  New  York  1974-75, 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Education  Amendments  of  1976. 
October  13,  1976 

I  HAVE  approved  S.  2657,  the  Education  Amendments  of  1976. 1  have  done  so 
w^ith  some  reluctance,  because  parts  of  the  legislation  are  unv^ise  and  others  con- 
tain authorization  levels  w^hich  w^e  cannot  realistically  expect  to  meet.  I  have 
signed  the  legislation,  how^ever,  because  of  the  positive  elements  it  contains  and 
because  most  of  its  w^orst  elements  are  readily  susceptible  to  corrective  legisla- 
tion in  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

S.  2657  makes  a  number  of  positive  changes  to  our  education  lav^s.  I  applaud 
the  steps  taken  toward  program  consolidation  in  the  Vocational  Education 
Amendments.  This  is  fully  consistent  w^ith  my  broader  eflfort  to  achieve  con- 
solidation of  educational  programs.  I  hope  the  incentives  provided  in  this  bill  to 
increase  State  participation  in  the  Guaranteed  Student  Loan  program  w^ill  fulfill 
their  potential,  and  that  the  experimental  program  w^hich  consolidates  at  the 
State  level  the  student  application  process  of  the  Federal  Basic  Educational  Op- 
portunity Grant  program  w^ith  that  of  similar  State  grant  programs  will  demon- 
strate the  merit  of  returning  such  responsibilities  to  the  State  and  local  level. 

Numerous  administration  initiatives  designed  to  curb  fraud  and  abuse  in 
student  assistance  programs,  particularly  the  Guaranteed  Student  Loan  pro- 
gram, were  adopted.  Other  needed  administration  recommendations  to  reduce 
sex-stereotyping  in  vocational  education  programs  were  also  adopted. 

However,  I  particularly  regret  the  inclusion  of  the  so-called  trigger  mechanism, 
which  operates  to  divert  funds  from  student  assistance  to  clearly  undesirable 
forms  of  institutional  assistance,  which  the  Congress  itself  has  not  recently 
funded  in  a  substantial  way. 

In  raising  the  maximum  Basic  Educational  Opportunity  Grant  from  $1,400 
to  $1,800,  effective  in  the  1978-79  school  year,  the  Congress  may  well  have  con- 
tinued its  penchant  for  promising  more  than  we  can  responsibly  provide.  I  am 
committed  to  the  basic  grant  program,  but  I  could  not  at  this  time  reasonably 
expect  that  in  2  years  we  could  fully  fund  this  program  at  the  new  level. 

There  are  other  features  in  the  bill  which,  I  believe,  are  objectionable  and 
which  should  be  changed. 

Although  it  is  generally  the  practice  of  Congress  to  consider  and  pass  major 
educational  legislation  only  when  the  previous  authorizing  legislation  termi- 
nates, I  would  ask  that  such  not  be  the  case  with  this  legislation.  S.  2657  has 
serious  deficiencies.  I  intend  to  forward  to  the  first  session  of  the  95th  Congress 
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for  their  consideration  and  action,  major  revisions  to  this  bill,  especially  in  the 
area  of  higher  education,  and  I  ask  the  support  of  those  who  participated  in 
the  development  of  S.  2657  to  assist  in  its  improvement. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  2657,  approved  October  12,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-482  (90  Stat.  2081). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Health  Professions  Educational 
Assistance  Act  of  1976.     October  13,  1976 

I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  5546,  the  Heahh  Professions  Education  Assistance  Act 
of  1976,  w^hich  w^ill  materially  assist  in  ensuring  that  all  Americans  throughout 
the  country  w^ill  have  sufficient  access  to  physicians  and  dentists.  Last  year,  the 
administration  submitted  to  Congress  a  legislative  proposal  based  on  findings 
w^hich  shov^ed  that  while  there  v^as  no  longer  a  shortage  in  the  total  number 
of  physicians  in  the  United  States,  there  v^ere  alarming  signs  that  this  country 
v^as  facing  tv^o  growling  problems  v^ith  respect  to  these  practitioners.  There  are 
not  enough  doctors  in  rural  and  inner-city  areas,  and  there  is  a  continuing  decline 
in  the  number  of  doctors  practicing  primary  care — i.e.,  the  problem  of  specialty 
maldistribution. 

I  am  pleased  that  the  bill  specifically  addresses  those  issues  which  we  iden- 
tified as  being  of  greatest  concern.  Although  the  bill  contains  some  undesirable 
features,  I  believe  that,  on  balance,  it  represents  a  definite  step  toward  improving 
health  care  delivery  and,  accordingly,  warrants  my  signature. 

There  are  several  provisions  of  this  legislation  which  will  be  instrumental  in 
solving  the  problems  of  geographic  and  specialty  maldistribution.  The  bill  con- 
tinues and  expands  a  scholarship  program  which  will  provide  individuals  with 
financial  assistance  to  attend  medical  school.  In  exchange  for  these  scholarships, 
each  recipient  will  be  required  to  serve  in  a  health  manpower  shortage  area  for 
a  period  of  at  least  2  years.  Coupled  with  this  scholarship  program,  the  bill  au- 
thorizes the  establishment  of  a  Federal  program  of  insured  loans — a  proposal  I 
have  supported — to  assist  health  professions  students.  This  program  virtually 
assures  that  no  individual  will  be  denied  a  medical  education  for  financial  rea- 
sons. Also,  the  bill  establishes  a  program  of  special  assistance  to  disadvantaged 
students,  in  an  effort  to  equalize  opportunities  among  all  individuals  who  wish 
to  become  health  professionals. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  specialty  maldistribution  and  increase  the 
number  of  doctors  who  deliver  primary  care,  the  bill  authorizes  the  continua- 
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tion  of  the  existing  program  of  financial  support  to  health  professions  schools 
through  capitation  grants.  However,  a  significant  new  condition  is  attached  to 
the  receipt  of  these  grants.  Medical  schools  would  be  required  to  provide  annu- 
ally an  increasing  percentage  of  residency  positions  for  individuals  in  primary 
care  specialties,  i.e.,  pediatrics,  internal  medicine,  and  family  medicine. 

The  bill  authorizes  funding  for  numerous  special  projects  relating  to  the  edu- 
cation and  training  of  physicians  and  allied  health  personnel.  Special  grants  are 
authorized  for  programs  in  family  medicine  and  the  general  practice  of  dentistry. 
In  addition,  grants  for  programs  for  the  training  of  physician  extenders  and 
expanded  function-dental  auxiliaries  were  authorized.  Such  programs  are 
designed  to  enhance  the  overall  capacity  of  physicians  and  dentists  to  deliver 
health  care. 

Finally,  the  bill  revises  and  extends  the  existing  National  Health  Service  Corps 
program — a  program  which  has  made  significant  strides  in  alleviating  the  prob- 
lem of  inaccessibility  to  health  care  services  in  medically  underserved  areas.  This 
program  currently  has  more  than  600  professionals  working  in  shortage  areas. 
It  is  estimated  that  by  next  year,  this  number  will  grow  to  almost  700.  And,  with 
the  authorizing  legislation  before  me  now,  we  expect  the  capabilities  of  this 
program  to  increase  dramatically  during  the  following  3  years. 

As  I  noted,  however,  the  bill  is  not  without  some  defects.  Because  I  am  par- 
ticularly concerned  about  the  potential  impact  of  some  of  these  troublesome 
provisions,  I  intend  to  submit  legislative  recommendations  to  remedy  these  prob- 
lems as  soon  as  the  Congress  returns. 

Primarily,  these  concerns  relate  to  the  levels  of  spending  authorized  by  the  leg- 
islation, provisions  which  deal  with  medical  school  admission  requirements  for 
Americans  returning  from  foreign  medical  schools,  and  payback  conditions  for 
students  who  do  not  fulfill  their  obligations  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Corps  scholarship  program.  I  am  convinced  that  the  authorization  levels  attached 
to  this  program  are  excessive.  I  believe  that  the  desired  results  can  be  attained  at 
a  much  lower  cost.  I  particularly  object  to  the  provision  which  creates  an  auto- 
matic funding  "trigger"  for  the  scholarship  program  and  which  penalizes  other 
programs  authorized  in  the  bill  if  certain  scholarship  funding  levels  are  not  met. 
Not  only  does  this  provision  impose  unwarranted  sanctions  but  it  distorts  the 
entire  congressional  appropriations  process. 

Furthermore,  I  have  reservations  about  the  capitation  condition  which  requires 
medical  schools  to  accept  a  certain  number  of  American  citizens  who  have  been 
students  in  foreign  medical  schools  and  who  meet  certain  criteria.  Not  only  does 
this  requirement  potentially  create  administrative  problems  but,  equally  as 
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important,  it  undermines  our  medical  schools'  admission  policies  by  imposing 
Federal  law  to  override  an  individual  school's  admission  criteria. 

Finally,  I  object  to  the  unduly  harsh  penalties  assigned  to  those  scholarship 
recipients  w^ho  fail  to  fulfill  their  service  obligation  in  the  National  Health  Serv- 
ice Corps.  With  respect  to  these  people,  the  bill  requires  them  to  pay  back  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  scholarship  plus  interest,  v^ith  adjustment  for  any  por- 
tion of  a  service  obligation  performed,  v^ithin  1  year  of  the  breach  of  this  obli- 
gation. In  my  viev^,  a  penalty  of  tv^ice  the  amount  provided,  plus  interest,  w^ould 
be  more  than  sufficient. 

As  I  indicated  earlier,  I  plan  to  recommend  action  to  remedy  these  problems 
as  soon  as  Congress  reconvenes.  Despite  the  draw^backs  of  the  bill,  how^ever,  I 
believe  this  legislation  is  necessary.  Many  of  the  problems  w^hich  are  contained 
in  this  bill  have  been  w^ithout  authorizing  legislation  since  June  1974.  Further- 
more, the  bill  addresses  the  important  problems  w^hich  wt  identified  last  year. 
In  w^eighing  all  of  these  factors,  I  believe  that  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  sign  this  measure  into  law^. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  5546,  approved  October  12,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-484  (90  Stat.  2243). 
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Remarks  in  Yonkers,  New  York,  Upon  Signing  the  State 
and  Local  Fiscal  Assistance  Amendments  of   1976. 
October  13,  1976 

Dic\,  Senator  J  at/its,  Senator  Buckley,  distinguished  Members  of  the  Congress, 
Governor  Wilson,  Mayor  Martinelli,  Monsignor  Head,  distinguished  guests, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Today  marks  a  major  milestone  in  our  continuing  effort  to  make  govern- 
ment work  better  for  the  American  taxpayer.  In  just  a  moment,  I  will  sign  into 
law  a  bill  extending  what  we  call  general  revenue  sharing  for  another  3%  years. 

Many  of  you  here  in  this  group  this  morning  played  a  very  leading  part  in 
the  passage  of  the  original  revenue  sharing  bill  back  in  1972.  No  one  had  a 
more  significant  role  than  two  former  Governors  of  the  great  State  of  New 
York — Vice  President  Rockefeller  and  your  own  hometown  friend,  Malcolm 
Wilson.  Malcolm,  congratulations. 

In  1972,  as  the  Republican  leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  that 
time,  I  led  the  fight  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  revenue  sharing 
concept.  In  1976,  as  President,  I  led  the  fight  for  the  renewal  of  the  general 
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revenue  sharing  legislation.  In  1980,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  I  will  still 
lead  the  fight  for  the  continuation  of  general  revenue  sharing. 

My  strong  support  for  revenue  sharing  stems  from  one  very  simple  but  very 
important  fact.  Revenue  sharing  is  a  people's  program  that  v^orks  very  v^ell  for 
all  our  people — ^215  million  of  them  throughout  the  length  and  the  breadth 
of  this  land. 

By  the  end  of  this  year,  39,000  State  and  local  units  of  government  v^ill  have 
received  more  than  $30  billion  in  general  revenue  sharing  funds  from  the 
Federal  Treasury.  Here  in  Yonkers,  almost  $8  million  in  revenue  sharing  funds 
have  been  used  for  major  transportation  improvements,  better  fire  and  police 
protection,  and  other  essential  public  services. 

Throughout  America,  as  many  of  the  mayors  that  I  see  here  this  morning 
well  know,  revenue  sharing  has  beefed  up,  enforced  law  enforcement  efforts, 
made  health  services  much  more  accessible,  expanded  parks  and  recreational 
facilities,  held  local  property  taxes  in  check,  and  helped  promote  economic 
growth  in  literally  thousands  of  communities.  It's  a  good  program,  and  we're 
lucky  to  have  it. 

Revenue  sharing  success  goes  well  beyond  these  excellent  services.  This 
program  has  reversed  a  dangerous  trend  toward  centralization,  unaccountable 
power  in  Washington,  D.C.  For  decades,  the  Federal  Government  piled  pro- 
grams of  narrow  categorical  aid,  one  on  top  of  another.  By  1972,  there  were 
more  than  1,000  separate  Federal  grant  programs,  each  equipped  with  its  own 
Fedeal  bureaucracy,  its  own  set  of  rules  and  regulators. 

With  revenue  sharing,  we  have  begun  to  restore  the  necessary  balance  among 
Federal,  State,  and  local  units  of  government  to  restore  local  control  over  local 
concerns.  That  means  you  in  Yonkers,  you  in  Westchester  will  be  making  the 
decisions  rather  than  some  bureaucrat  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  And  I 
have  a  lot  more  faith  in  you  than  I  do  in  them. 

The  general  revenue  sharing  program,  for  the  $30  billion  that  in  5  years 
will  be  distributed,  has  only  100  Federal  employees.  For  every  $800  in  the 
revenue  sharing  budget,  its  own  budget,  only  $1  goes  for  administrative  costs 
or  overhead,  the  best  record  in  the  Federal  Government. 

Now,  despite  the  obvious  success  of  general  revenue  sharing,  it  has  faced 
some  every  strong  opposition  from  within  the  majority  party  in  the  House  as 
well  as  in  the  Senate.  The  reasons  for  this  opposition  from  the  many  Demo- 
cratic Congressmen  in  Washington  are  clear  and  very  simple. 

Democrats  in  Washington  don't  trust  local  government.  Democrats  in  Wash- 
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ington  want  to  tell  you  how  to  run  your  State  and  local  affairs.  Over  the  years, 
Democrats  in  Washington  created  big  government.  They  have  a  stake  in 
preserving  it.  They  are  firmly  committed  to  it,  and  without  a  President  who 
is  willing  to  say  no  they  would  make  it  even  bigger,  more  powerful,  and  more 
expensive. 

I  am  willing  to  say  no,  not  only  by  exercising  the  Presidential  veto  but  by 
calling  for  positive,  imaginative  alternatives  to  government  by  Washington 
decree — alternatives  like  general  revenue  sharing. 

Governor  Carter  has  stated  his  opposition  to  revenue  sharing  in  its  present 
form,  calling  it  a  big  hoax  and  a  mistake.  He  says  he  opposes  general  revenue 
sharing  with  State  governments,  but  he  apparently  had  no  trouble  whatsoever 
in  finding  uses  for  the  $140  million  in  general  revenue  sharing  funds  that  came 
to  Georgia  during  his  one  term  as  Governor  of  that  State.  As  far  as  I  know,  he 
didn't  send  a  single  penny  of  that  big  hoax  revenue  sharing  back  to  Washington 
during  those  4  years. 

He  knew  in  his  heart,  as  most  Governors  know,  that  revenue  sharing  is  vitally 
important.  It  is  a  vitally  important  resource  of  State  governments  as  well  as  local 
units  of  government.  We  know  that  revenue  sharing  has  been  a  major  success 
at  every  level  of  government. 

The  legislation  that  I  will  be  signing  into  law  will  make  the  program  an  even 
greater  success.  It  will  extend  revenue  sharing  for  another  3%  years.  It  will  pro- 
vide $25,600  million  to  State  and  local  units  of  government.  But  most  impor- 
tantly, it  will  give  to  you  here  in  Yonkers,  in  Westchester,  and  in  the  State  an 
even  greater  voice  in  deciding  how  your  tax  dollars  that  go  to  Washington  and 
come  back  to  you  will  be  spent  at  the  local  level. 

The  city  of  Yonkers  is  particularly  appropriate  for  the  signing  of  this  bill.  This 
city  has  204,000  residents,  and  its  distinguished  government  officials  are  com- 
mitted to  solving  your  own  problems  in  your  own  way,  with  your  own  imag- 
ination, and  with  your  own  hard  work. 

I  congratulate  each  and  every  one  of  you  for  your  very  recent  breakthrough 
in  selling  many  millions  of  dollars  in  Yonkers  bonds  on  the  public  market.  This 
is  an  encouraging  sign  of  health  in  which  thousands  of  cities  and  towns  through- 
out America  proudly  share  because  of  the  success  of  the  revenue  sharing 
program. 

With  confidence  that  this  legislation  will  make  a  good  program  even  better,  I 
will  very  shortly,  right  down  there,  sign  into  law  the  general  revenue  sharing  ex- 
tension act  of  1976. 
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Congratulations  to  you,  to  those  who  worked  on  it,  and  good  luck,  and  God 
bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:36  a.m.  at  a  cere-  Senators   Jacob   K.   Javits   and   James   L.   Buckley, 

mony  at  Yonkers  City  Hall.  In  his  opening  remarks,  and  Mayor  Angelo  Martinelli  of  Yonkers. 

he  referred   to  Richard   Rosenbaum,   chairman   of  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  13367)  is  Public  Law 

the  New  York   State  President  Ford   Committee,  94-488  (90  Stat.  2341). 
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Remarks  in  White  Plains,  New  York.     October  13,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  DicJ{  Rosenbaum,  Senator  javits,  Senator  Buc\ley, 
distinguished  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mayor  Delveccio,  dis- 
tinguished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

At  the  outset  let  me  express  my  deep  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  this 
wonderful  crowd,  to  see  all  of  these  tremendous  young  people  from  all  of  the 
high  schools.  And  I  am  especially  appreciative  of  the  student  body  of  Archbishop 
Stepinac. 

But  may  I  add  one  other  comment.  I  had  a  wonderful  day  in  the  State  of  New 
York  yesterday,  in  Flatbush  and  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan,  and  we  have  had  a 
superb  day  so  far  in  Yonkers  and  White  Plains.  But  it's  been  made  especially 
meaningful  to  me  because  I  have  had  with  me  your  two  outstanding  United 
States  Senators— Senator  Jack  Javits  and  Senator  Jim  Buckley.  But  I  have  also 
been  privileged  to  have  the  various  Members  of  Congress  who  represent  the 
various  areas  in  the  State  of  New  York  that  I  have  been  privileged  to  visit  in 
this  day  and  a  half  so  far.  They  are  quality  people.  Send  them  back,  and  give  me 
some  help  by  getting  some  more  good  people  like  that. 

Mayor  Delveccio  said  that  White  Plains  has  a  great,  wonderful,  historical 
background.  I  was  looking  just  the  other  day,  in  contemplation  of  coming  to 
White  Plains,  that  200  years  ago  this  month,  young  Americans  fought  the 
British  Redcoats  right  in  the  Batrie  of  White  Plains. 

In  1976  a  different  kind  of  battle  is  raging  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  this 
country.  In  this  batrie  the  citizens  of  White  Plains  and  all  Americans  are  not 
fighting  Redcoats  but  redtape  and  red  ink,  and  we  are  going  to  win  that  batrie, 
too.  That's  the  basic  difference  between  Plains,  Georgia,  and  White  Plains,  New 
York. 

My  opponent  from  Plains,  Georgia,  makes  the  promises.  You  here  in  White 
Plains,  New  York,  would  have  to  pay  for  them,  and  you  don't  want  to,  so  let's 
win  this  battle  November  2. 
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One  of  the  most  important  issues  in  this  campaign  is  taxes.  You  have  heard 
over  the  last  few  months  all  four  sides  of  the  same  question,  three  of  them  from 
Mr.  Carter.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  liveliest  debate  of  this  campaign  has  been 
the  debate  between  Jimmy  Carter  and  Jimmy  Carter.  He  says  he's  for  a  bal- 
anced budget,  but  he  refuses  to  support  the  60  vetoes  that  have  saved  the 
American  taxpayer  $9-plus  billion.  He  says  America  is  weak  militarily,  but  he 
wants  to  cut  the  defense  budget  by  $15  billion.  Jimmy  Carter  says  he's  against 
inflation,  but  he  supports  the  Democratic  platform  with  $100  billion  to  $200 
billion  in  new  spending.  He  can't  have  it  both  ways,  and  we're  not  going  to  let 
him  have  it  both  ways. 

He  says  he's  for  tax  reform,  but  he  reneged  on  his  promise  to  provide  specifics 
before  the  election.  He  says  he's  for  higher  taxes  for  people  earning  over  $14,000 
a  year.  But  I  say — and  listen  carefully — I  say  the  middle-income  taxpayer  is  al- 
ready overtaxed,  overburdened,  and  underrepresented. 

Jimmy  Carter  says  he  wants  to  tax  the  churches  except  on  their  church 
property.  I  am  opposed  to  that,  and  I  know  you  are. 

I  have  been  told  few  things  upset  New  Yorkers  as  much  as  your  skyrocketing 
taxes.  I  think  that  bothers  people  all  over  the  country.  The  way  to  reverse  that 
trend  is  not  to  expand  Government  spending  but  to  cut  it  back.  And  thanks  to 
my  60  vetoes,  you  know  which  candidate  for  President  stands  for  cutting  back 
expenditures,  holding  the  line,  and  reducing  your  taxes — it  is  Jerry  Ford. 

Property  taxes  all  over  the  country  are  climbing.  But  let  me  add  this:  They 
would  climb  a  lot  faster  if  we  didn't  have  general  revenue  sharing,  which  I  just 
signed  into  law  in  the  city  of  Yonkers.  Revenue  sharing  is  the  kind  of  a  specific 
program  to  help  all  of  you,  to  encourage  all  of  you  to  solve  your  problems  at 
the  local  level. 

Let  me  tell  you  something  that  some  of  you  may  have  forgotten.  Last  February, 
Jimmy  Carter  came  out  in  favor  of  eliminating  the  deduction  for  mortgage  in- 
terest on  your  Federal  income  tax  return.  Obviously,  when  the  American  people 
rebelled,  he  retreated  back  into  the  same  old  generalities. 

Well,  there's  no  such  confusion  about  my  stand  on  that  deduction  of  mortgage 
interest.  Jerry  Ford  supports  that  deduction.  I  did  for  25  years  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  I  will  do  it  for  the  next  4  years  as  President  of  the  United 
States.  I'm  not  going  to  let  homeowners  become  the  next  endangered  species. 
Jimmy  Carter  would. 

To  me,  tax  reform  means  tax  reduction.  Nine  days  ago,  I  signed  into  law  a  tax 
bill  which  extended  the  cuts  that  I  recommended  last  year.  But  the  Tax  Reform 
Act  of  1976  fails  to  include  some  other  suggestions  that  I  have  proposed  to  give 
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the  proper  kind  of  tax  relief  that  the  taxpayers  deserve.  For  example,  I  recom- 
mended that  we  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's  a 
meaningful  tax  return  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer,  and  we're  going  to  get  it 
next  year  if  we  didn't  get  it  this  year. 

You  know  we've  heard  a  lot  of  talk  in  this  campaign  about  compassion. 
Our  Government  must  always  show  compassion  toward  the  truly  needy.  The 
time  has  come,  as  I  see  it,  to  show  as  much  compassion  toward  the  people  who 
make  the  generosity  of  Federal  Government  programs  possible  in  the  first  place. 
But  let  me  add  this  great,  big,  important,  extra  comment:  How  about  a  lot  of 
compassion  for  the  American  taxpayer  ?  That  is  what  Jerry  Ford  stands  for. 

The  people  of  White  Plains  work  hard  for  every  dollar  that  you  make.  You 
are  the  people  who  get  up  early  every  day,  go  to  bed  tired  every  night — quietly 
building  a  better  life  for  your  families  and  your  fellow  citizens.  You  pay  the 
taxes,  you  obey  the  laws,  you  are  the  people  who  make  possible  the  good  things 
that  government  does. 

So,  when  a  Federal  spending  bill  reaches  my  desk,  I  keep  each  and  every  one 
of  you  in  mind.  It  may  be  congressional  compassion,  but  it  is  your  money.  And 
that's  why  I  have  vetoed  60  bills  sent  down  to  the  Oval  Office  from  Capitol  Hill, 
because  they  want  to  spend  and  spend  and  spend,  and  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to 
spend  and  spend  and  spend.  And  I'm  going  to  be  there  to  be  compassionate 
about  your  tax  dollar,  period. 

The  American  people  cannot  afford  to  have  leaders  who  try  to  be  all  things  to 
all  people.  The  President  of  the  United  States  must  be  the  same  thing  to  all 
people. 

When  voters  look  at  the  record  of  the  last  2  years,  they  will  see  that  the  United 
States  has  made  an  incredible  comeback.  Today,  we  are  on  the  steady  road  to 
peace,  prosperity,  and  trust.  But  on  November  2  we'll  reach  a  fork  in  that  road. 
We  can  continue  the  policies  and  the  leadership  that  have  brought  us  back  from 
a  national  nightmare,  back  from  recession,  back  from  international  conflict,  or 
we  can  take  instead  the  same  old  path  that  leads  to  bigger  government,  higher 
taxes,  and  more  inflation  and  more  unemployment. 

The  choice  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  voters  in  this  great  State  of  New 
York,  that's  your  choice.  Through  2  difficult  years,  I  have  stood  for  the  little  tax- 
payer against  the  big  tax  spender.  It's  from  your  ranks  that  I  come  and  on 
your  side  that  I  stand.  On  November  2,  I  ask  that  each  and  every  one  of  you 
stand  with  me.  I  would  appreciate  your  help. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:02  a.m.  at  City       State  President  Ford  Committee,  and  Mayor  Alfred 
Hall.    In    his    opening    remarks,    he    referred    to       Delveccio  of  White  Plains. 
Richard  Rosenbaum,  chairman  of  the  New  York 
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Remarks  in  New  City,  New  York.     October  13,  1976 

Than\  you  all.  Than\  you,  Dic\  Rosenbaum.  Senator  Javits,  Senator  Buckley, 
Congressman  Ben  Gilman,  distinguished  guests,  wonderful  people  from  Rock- 
land and  Orange  County: 

I  love  you.  Thank  you.  I  am  deeply,  deeply  grateful  to  the  fine  Congressman 
that  you  have  from  this  congressional  district.  All  of  you  know^  Ben  Gilman. 
You  know  the  job  he's  done.  You  know  that  he  got  the  Otisville  prison  for  you. 
You  know  he  works  day  after  day  after  day  for  you.  Let  me  congratulate  you,  and 
reelect  Ben  Gilman. 

In  the  last  day  and  a  half,  I  have  had  a  great  privilege  to  be  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  We  started  out  in  Manhattan,  we  went  to  Brooklyn,  we  were  in  the  Flat- 
bush.  We,  this  morning,  started  in  Yonkers,  we  were  in  White  Plains,  and  now 
we  are  in  Rockland  County  with  all  the  fine  people  from  Orange  County  along 
side  of  us. 

But  all  during  this  time,  where  we  have  had  great  crowds  like  all  of  you  here, 
I  have  had  the  privilege  and  the  honor  of  having  with  me  your  two  outstanding 
United  States  Senators — my  good  friends  Jack  Javits  and  Jim  Buckley.  And  I 
want  you  to  give  them  a  great  big  show  of  appreciation.  I  can't  express  to  them 
adequately  my  personal  appreciation  and  gratitude. 

But  now  let  me  express  particularly  to  the  young  people  who  I  see  here  from 
the  various  schools — elementary,  secondary,  and  otherwise — their  coming  here 
and  warmly  welcoming  their  President.  Let  me  say  I  couldn't  think  of  a  better 
way  to  spend  a  brisk  fall  afternoon  than  being  in  this  particular  county  with 
all  of  you.  I  only  wish  that  I  could  talk  to  each  one  of  you  individually. 

Since  I  can't,  let  me  tell  you  what  I  would  do,  what  I  would  say  to  each  of  you 
if  I  could  sit  down  with  you  over  a  cup  of  coffee  or  just  a  plain,  old  sandwich.  Let 
me  give  you  some  straight  talk  right  from  the  White  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  I  would  say  to  you,  or  to  Mrs.  Jones,  you  have  been  hearing  an 
awful  lot  of  words  and  a  lot  of  numbers  in  the  last  several  weeks.  You  have 
heard  statistics,  percentages,  and  conflicting  claims.  I  don't  believe  those  are 
the  most  important  things  in  this  campaign.  Let  me  tell  you  what  I  believe 
and  believe  very  deeply  is  the  most  important  thing^and  that  is  you  and  you 
and  you  and  the  10,000  people  who  are  here  in  Rockland  County  right  now. 

But  each  of  you,  between  now  and  November  2,  have  some  clear  choices  to 
make,  and  let  me  present  some  of  the  alternatives. 
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My  opponent  leaves  a  lot  of  the  issues  up  in  the  air,  but  he  is  clearly  in  favor 
of  additional  Federal  spending,  Federal  spending  v^hich  he  endorses  of  $100 
billion  or  $200  billion  each  year. 

I  happen  to  believe — and  this  is  where  the  choice  is  very  clear — I  happen  to 
believe  in  restraining  Federal  spending,  holding  the  lid  on  expenditures  from 
the  Federal  Government  so  wt  can  dampen  the  threat  of  inflation  and  let  you 
keep  more  of  your  own  hard-earned  money  in  your  pocket.  Do  you  want  your 
taxes  raised  so  you  can  pay  for  those  hundred  billion  dollar  programs  of  Jimmy 
Carter  ?  I  think  I  heard  that  loud  and  clear. 

Let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute  about  taxes.  You  know  where  I  stand.  I  recom- 
mended last  year  a  $28  billion  tax  reduction  which  included  a  tax  reduction  of 
the  personal  income  exemption,  increasing  that  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 
Do  you  want  that  tax  reduction  ?  I  think  you  want  your  personal  income  taxes 
cut.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  raise  them.  Whose  side  are  you  on  ? 

Mr.  Carter  wants  to  increase  the  tax  or  take  away  the  deduction  for  those 
people  who  are  buying  homes  who  get  a  deduction  from  the  interest  payments 
on  those  mortgages.  I  am  against  Jimmy  Carter  on  that.  I  am  against  Jimmy 
Carter's  plan  to  tax  church  property  other  than  the  churches  themselves.  Whose 
side  are  you  on? 

Let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute.  We  want  to  have  peace  at  home,  a  prosperous 
economy,  less  inflation,  less  Federal  spending,  less  Federal  taxes.  But  if  we  are 
going  to  keep  peace  at  home,  we  have  to  have  the  peace  throughout  the  world. 
I  don't  think  you  can  keep  the  necessary  military  strength  to  meet  the  challenges 
around  the  world  by  cutting  the  defense  budget  $15  billion.  I  think  we  have 
to  have  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  the  Marine  Corps  number  one, 
and  that's  what  Jerry  Ford  wants. 

I  am  not  willing  to  take  a  chance  with  a  weakened  national  security.  The 
United  States  represents  leadership  throughout  the  world.  We  are  at  peace  today. 
Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  a  foreign  battlefield  today 
because  we  are  strong,  and  we  are  going  to  stay  that  way.  But  the  United  States 
as  a  leader  throughout  the  world  has  an  obligation  to  stand  tall  and  strong  with 
certain  allies  and  friends  throughout  the  world.  The  Ford  administration 
stands  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  State  of  Israel.  We  believe  in  its  security 
and  survival  and  independence. 

But  let  me  conclude  with  just  this  final  observation.  I  have  been  your  Presi- 
dent for  2  years.  Let's  look  at  the  record.  Inflation  is  half  of  what  it  was  when 
I  became  President.  More  Americans  are  working  today  than  at  any  time  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States,  but  Jerry  Ford  won't  be  satisfied  until  every 
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American  who  wants  a  job  has  a  job,  period.  And  as  Dick  Rosenbaum  said, 
when  I  became  President  there  was  a  loss  of  faith  and  trust  in  the  White  House 
itself.  I  believe  that  in  the  last  24  months,  we  have  restored  that  trust  that  is 
essential  in  the  Oval  Office.  And  I  can  assure  you  in  the  next  4  years,  we  will 
maintain  that  trust,  that  confidence,  that  candor,  that  openness,  and  that  straight 
talk,  and  that  is  what  the  American  people  want. 

But  let  me  say  this  one  final  word  to  all  of  you.  Between  now  and  November  2, 
you  have  to  make  a  very  important  choice.  I  need  your  help.  This  is  a  critical, 
crucial  election.  It  is  an  election  that  will  make  the  determination  whether  the 
United  States  goes  down  one  path  or  down  another.  Our  path — the  path  I 
represent— is  a  healthy  economy  at  home,  peace  throughout  the  world,  and 
trust  in  the  White  House.  I  want  to  represent  you  in  your  White  House  in  the 
Oval  Office  in  the  next  2  (4)  years.  I  need  your  help.  Can  I  count  on  it? 

Thank  you  very  much.  Good  luck,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:25  p.m.  at  the       man    of    the    New    York    State    President    Ford 
Rockland   County  Courthouse.  In  his  opening  re-        Committee, 
marks,  he  referred  to  Richard  Rosenbaum,  chair- 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Senator  Cliff  Case,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and 
gentlemen: 

As  I  came  in  from  the  highway  into  the  plaza,  I  saw  a  wonderful  sign.  It  said, 
"Jersey  Loves  Jerry."  Let  me  reciprocate — Jerry  loves  Jersey. 

Let  me  thank  you  all  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  all  of  you  being  present. 
And  I  believe  the  fact  that  there's  such  a  tremendous  crowd  here  today  puts  to 
rest  the  allegation  that  the  American  people  are  not  concerned  about  this  elec- 
tion. You  are  concerned,  the  American  people  are  concerned,  and  you  all  have 
good  reason  to  be  concerned.  We're  right,  they're  wrong,  and  we  are  going  to 
win  in  Jersey  and  49  other  States. 

You  in  Jersey  care,  and  you  care  very  deeply  because  you  have  a  great  stake 
in  this  election.  Despite  what  my  opponent  tries  to  say  and  the  hedging  that  he 
does,  despite  his  attempts  to  take  both  sides  of  almost  every  issue,  there  is  a  clear 
choice  between  Jimmy  Carter  and  President  Ford. 

The  choice  is:  Do  you  want  the  Federal  Government  to  spend  more  and  more 
of  your  money  in  the  next  4  years  ?  Do  you  want  the  Federal  Government  to 
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interfere  more  and  more  in  your  daily  lives  in  the  next  4  years?  I  think  the 
American  people  have  been  overtaxed,  overburdened,  and  with  Jerry  Ford  as 
President,  w^e're  going  to  change  that  in  the  next  4  years. 

The  American  people  have  had  enough  doubletalk,  fuzzy  talk,  doubtful 
promises.  The  American  people  w^ant  a  government  that  v^^ill  promise  only 
w^hat  it  v^ill  deliver  and  w^ill  deliver  everything  that  it  promises. 

You  have  heard  my  opponent  say  that  he  is  going  to  balance  the  Federal 
budget.  And  then  the  next  thing,  he  turns  around  and  he  approves  of,  endorses, 
supports  about  all  of  these  programs  that  are  going  to  cost  $100  billion  more 
each  year.  He  can't  get  away  w^ith  it.  The  American  people  won't  let  him  get 
away  with  it,  and  you  in  Paramus  won't  let  him  get  away  with  it. 

I  think  you  in  New  Jersey  know  how  risky  it  is  when  a  candidate  says  one 
thing  on  the  campaign  trail  and  then  does  something  else  when  he  gets  in  public 
office.  You  have  been  burned  before  here  in  New  Jersey.  You  have  learned  what 
it's  like  when  a  candidate  faces  the  voters  with  a  smile  and  then  turns  his  back 
on  them  later.  You  have  learned  it  with  every  dollar  you  pay  for  your  State 
income  tax  here  in  New  Jersey. 

There's  a  good  alternative  to  that  kind  of  political  acrobatics.  You  know  where 
I  stand.  I  am  for  the  litde  taxpayer  and  against  the  big  tax  spender. 

But  let's  talk  about  taxes.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  withdraw  the  income  tax  de- 
duction of  the  interest  on  your  mortgage  payments.  I  am  against  his  position;  I 
am  for  the  taxpayer.  He  wants  to  collect  more  money  from  you,  from  with- 
drawal of  that  income  tax  deduction.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  tax  your  churches, 
except  the  church  property.  I  am  against  that  tax  proposal.  Jimmy  Carter  wants 
to  increase  Federal  income  taxes  on  all  medium-  and  middle-income  taxpayers 
on  up.  Jerry  Ford  wants  to  increase  your  personal  exemption  from  |750  to  $1,000. 

1  want  to  cut  your  taxes.  He  wants  to  increase  your  Federal  taxes. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction,  and  this  admin- 
istration holds  the  lid  on  Federal  spending,  cuts  down  on  our  national  deficit, 
makes  it  possible  for  us  to  have  an  honest  tax  deduction.  That  is  the  kind  of  gov- 
ernment you  are  going  to  get  with  Jerry  Ford  as  President  for  the  next  4  years 
and  a  better  Congress  to  work  with. 

When  I  became  President  2  years  ago,  America  was  deeply  troubled.  In  the  last 

2  years  America  has  made  an  incredible  comeback.  In  2  short  years  we  have 
added  4  million  new  jobs  in  this  country.  In  the  last  2  years  we  have  cut  the  rate 
of  inflation  in  half.  In  the  last  2  years  we  restored  trust  in  the  White  House. 

And  let  me  emphasize  right  today  that  there  is  not  a  single  young  American 
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fighting  and  dying  on  foreign  soil  because  of  Ford  foreign  policy.  We  are  at 
peace  because  we  are  strong.  We  are  going  to  stay  strong. 

Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  undercut  your  Defense  Department  with  a  $15  billion 
reduction  in  Federal  spending  for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force.  That's  not 
the  way  to  keep  the  peace.  That's  not  the  way  to  be  sure,  to  be  certain  that  we 
have  peace  in  America,  we  have  peace  around  the  world. 

The  Ford  administration  has  achieved  the  peace,  and  we  are  strong  and  diplo- 
matically skillful.  And  we  are  going  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  next  4  years. 

The  American  people  want  a  steady,  experienced  hand  handling  our  national 
affairs  in  our  international  relations,  someone  who  knows  a  little  bit  about  what 
is  good  for  us  at  home  as  well  as  us  abroad. 

Let  me  say  that  I  have  had  nothing  but  the  finest  experience  in  working  with 
Cliff  Case  and  his  Republican  associates  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  am 
very  impressed  with  the  kind  of  programs  that  are  good  for  New  Jersey  that 
Cliff  Case  and  others  have  sponsored  and  made  available  through  their  ability 
and  skill  in  the  Congress. 

But  let  me  add  this:  Cliff  does  a  super  job— and  I  have  a  long  Ust  of  things 
that  have  been  accomplished — ^but  Cliff  Case  could  do  more  for  New  Jersey  and 
you  could  do  more  for  yourself  with  some  of  those  good  Republican  candidates 
for  the  House  of  Representatives.  Send  them  down  to  Washington. 

Let  me  conclude  with  this  observation  and  comment.  We  have  heard  a  lot — a 
great  deal,  I  might  say — about  trust  in  this  campaign.  But  it  is  not  enough  for 
anybody  to  say  trust  me.  Trust  must  be  earned.  Trust  is  not  guessing  what  a 
candidate  means;  trust  is  leveling  with  the  American  people  before  the  election 
about  what  you  are  going  to  do  after  the  election.  Trust  is  not  being  all  things  to 
all  people;  trust  is  being  the  same  thing  to  all  people.  Trust  is  saying  what  you 
mean  and  meaning  what  you  say. 

In  the  2  years  that  I  have  had  the  honor  and  privilege  of  being  your  President, 
by  the  progress  that  we  have  made  at  home,  by  the  successes  we  have  had  abroad, 
by  the  way  in  which  we  have  run  the  White  House — open,  candid,  straight- 
forward— I  think  I  have  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people.  Now  I  need 
your  help.  We  have  to  carry  New  Jersey.  We  have  to  carry  a  great  State  like  New 
Jersey.  And  when  I  said  that  I  had  seen  this  wonderful  sign  on  the  way  in — 
"Jersey  Loves  Jerry" — I  want  to  reiterate  what  I  said  at  the  outset,  that  Jerry  loves 
Jersey. 

But  to  do  what  all  of  us  have  to  do — ^you  in  New  Jersey  and  your  fellow 
Americans  from  all  over  the  country — we  have  to  win  that  election  November  2. 
I  need  your  help.  We  can  win  in  New  Jersey.  We  are  going  to  win  throughout 
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the  United  States.  It  will  be  a  great  day  November  3  for  America,  4  more  years 
of  Ford. 

note:  TheJPresident  spoke  at  2:51  p.m.  at  the  Garden  State  Plaza. 
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THANK  YOU  all  very,  very  much.  These  wonderful  bands,  I  thank  each  and 
every  one  of  you.  Thank  you  very  much. 

It's  great  to  be  in  Union.  I  saw  a  sign  on  the  way  here,  a  sign  that  means  a 
great  deal  to  me.  The  sign  said,  "]crsty  Likes  Jerry."  Let  me  respond  by  saying 
Jerry  likes  Jersey.  You're  great. 

I  like  Jersey  because  I  know  good  people  like  Cliff  Case,  like  Bob  Kean,  who 
I  had  the  honor  of  serving  with  for  a  number  of  years.  I  like  the  kind  of  people 
that  you  have  joined  with  me  in  my  campaign.  And  I  am  in  New  Jersey  because 
New  Jersey  is  a  very  important  State. 

I  have  heard  rumors,  I  hear  talk,  I  read  some  stuff  that's  written  that  the 
American  people  are  apathetic,  they're  not  going  to  vote,  they  don't  care  about 
this  election.  Let  me  say  very  strongly,  I  believe  the  American  people  do  care. 
You  care  because  there  is  a  clear  difference  between  Mr.  Carter  and  myself.  He 
wants  to  increase  your  taxes.  I  want  to  reduce  and  decrease  your  taxes. 

Mr.  Carter  wants  to  increase  Federal  spending.  I  want  to  hold  the  lid  on  Fed- 
eral spending.  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  undercut  our  national  defense.  I  think  that's 
wrong.  America  has  to  stay  number  one,  and  we  will  under  President  Ford. 

So,  when  you  come  right  down  to  it,  there  is  a  choice.  The  American  people  are 
concerned,  they  do  care.  And  I  say  again,  Jerry  Ford  loves  Jersey  just  like  Jersey 
loves  Jerry. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:05  p.m.  at  the  fcrred  to  Senator  Clifford  P.  Case  and  Representa- 
Town  and   Campus  Inn.  In  his  remarks,   he  re-       tive  Robert  W.  Kean  1939-59  of  New  Jersey. 
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THANK  YOU,  Matt,  thank  you,  Cliff,  thank  you,  MilHcent,  thank  you,  Dave, 
thank  you,  Tom  Kean,  thank  all  of  you.  You  knov^^,  I  have  said  it  before,  but  I 
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want  to  say  it  again.  I  saw  a  sign  down  the  road  that  says  "Jersey  Loves  Jerry." 
But  let  me  reciprocate — Jerry  loves  Jersey. 

I  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  New  Jersey  delegation  that  went  to 
Kansas  City  and  came  through  with,  I  think,  flying  colors.  And  it  depended 
upon  the  great  organization  and  the  support  of  Tom  Kean,  Cliff  Case,  Millicent, 
Matt,  and  everybody  else.  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 

Incidentally,  I  want  you  to  make  darned  sure  that  you  reelect  Matt,  that  you 
reelect  Millicent,  you  elect  Dave,  so  we  can  have  a  far  better  Congress  to  help 
Cliflf  Case  in  the  next  4  years. 

You  know  out  in  Kansas  City,  in  my  acceptance  speech,  I  said  I  was  going 
to  not  concede  a  single  State,  a  single  vote,  and  we  were  going  to  campaign  from 
the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia;  we  are  doing  it. 
We  were  in  New  York  yesterday.  We  had  a  great  reception  in  Flatbush,  in 
Brooklyn,  in  Manhattan.  We  have  been  in  Yonkers  and  White  Plains  and  Rock- 
land and  Orange  County.  We  were  in  New  Jersey,  had  two  great  stops,  including 
this  one,  and  Tm  encouraged.  I  know,  I  feel  we're  going  to  carry  New  Jersey 
November  2,  period. 

Now,  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  this  campaign,  especially  here  in 
New  Jersey,  is  taxes.  The  people  of  New  Jersey  have  already  heard  four  sides 
of  the  tax  issue — two  from  Governor  Carter  and  two  from  Governor  Byrne.^ 

You  know  firsthand  how  risky  it  is  when  a  candidate  says  one  thing  about 
taxes  on  the  campaign  trail  and  then  does  something  else  when  he  gets  into  office. 
You  know  what  it's  like  when  a  candidate  faces  the  voters  with  a  smile — 
[laughter] — and  then  turns  his  back  on  them  later.  You've  been  burned  before.  I 
will  just  say  this:  I  think  Mr.  Carter  has  tried  to  do  the  same  thing  to  you. 
Let  me  give  you  some  examples. 

First,  back  in  February,  Mr.  Carter  said  he  wanted  to  eliminate  the  home 
mortgage  interest  deduction  on  your  Federal  income  tax  return.  Not  long  after 
that  he  said  maybe  he  wouldn't  eliminate  it.  He  said,  as  it  stands  now — nobody 
is  sure,  certainly  Mr.  Carter,  just  what  he  wants  to  do  on  this  particular  item. 

Second,  a  few  weeks  ago,  Mr.  Carter  suggested  that  he  would  raise  income 
taxes  for  anybody  from  the  mean-  to  the  medium-income  tax  level,  which  means 
about  $14,000  per  person.  Now  he  says,  that  isn't  what  I  meant.  He  says  he  has 
not  studied  the  subject  at  all,  but  he  will  let  us  know  how  he  really  feels  after 
he  has  been  in  office  for  a  few  months.  Let  me  talk  straight  to  you.  That's  too 
darned  late.  I  think  the  people  of  New  Jersey  ought  to  know,  along  with  215 


^  Governor  Brendan  T.  Byrne  of  New  Jersey. 

2516 


October  13  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [895] 

million  other  Americans,  before  the  election  what  Mr.  Carter  really  intends  to 
do  about  your  taxes  after  the  election. 

Third,  Mr.  Carter  proposed  putting  a  tax  on  all  church  properties  other  than 
the  church  building  itself.  He  wants  to  tax  church-supported  schools,  church- 
supported  hospitals,  church-supported  orphanages,  and  church-supported  re- 
tirement homes.  Those  activities  are  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  church's  work  as 
the  physical  place  of  worship,  and  we  shouldn't  let  him  get  away  with  that 
kind  of  a  tax  policy. 

Fourth,  Mr.  Carter — his  platform  that  he  embraced  and  many  people  say  he 
wrote — calls  for  between  $100  billion  and  $200  billion  in  additional  Federal 
spending,  yet  he  talks  about  balancing  the  budget  without  raising  your  income 
taxes.  He  can't  have  it  both  ways.  He  can't  talk  about  compassion  and  not  have 
compassion  for  the  hard-working,  middle-income  taxpayers  in  this  country. 

The  American  people  have  a  big  heart,  but  too  many  politicians  mistake  that 
big  heart  for  a  blank  check.  And  I  don't  think  the  American  people  want  to  give 
that  kind  of  authority  to  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  who 
says  one  thing  on  Monday,  another  thing  on  Tuesday.  He  is  on  both  sides  of  the 
issue,  and  he  cannot  be  trusted  with  this  kind  of  a  statement  or  that  kind  of  a 
platform. 

We  have  got  to  beat  him  in  New  Jersey  and  in  Michigan  and  in  48  other 
States.  It's  not  an  act  of  compassion  to  prevent  a  young  couple  from  buying  a 
home  because  Federal  borrowing  for  deficit  spending  sends  interest  rates  up.  It's 
not  an  act  of  compassion  to  put  generations  of  Americans  deeply  in  debt  and 
mortgage  their  future  before  they  are  born.  You  worked  very  hard,  every  one  of 
you  here  and  all  of  those  several  thousand  outside.  You  worked  very  hard  for  the 
money  that  you  earn.  Your  tax  dollars  should  work  just  as  hard  for  you  as  you 
worked  for  them.  You  know  who  pays  the  bill  for  every  campaign  promise. 
You  knov^  when  the  bills  come  due  you  get  stuck  with  them,  predicated  on  false 
promises  before  an  election. 

In  the  last  2  years  I  vetoed  some  60  various  bills  sent  down  to  the  Oval  Office 
from  Capitol  Hill.  My  vetoes  saved  you  $9^/4  billion.  I  am  darned  proud  of  that 
record.  And  if  we  had  had  more  stalwart  Republicans  up  there  to  help  with  those 
vetoes,  we  could  have  saved  you  another  $16  billion.  So,  that's  a  good  reason  why 
we  ought  to  change  the  Congress  and  get  the  right  kind  of  a  Congress  for  the 
next  2  years. 

Mr.  Carter  talks  about  tax  reform.  I  think  the  best  tax  reform  that  we  can  talk 
about  is  tax  reduction — cut  spending,  cut  taxes,  keep  more  of  your  own  money. 
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For  the  last  10  years  now  Federal  spending  has  grown  at  an  alarming  rate, 
thanks  to  an  overtaxing,  overspending,  overburdening  Congress. 

The  budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  last  January  sought  to  cut  the 
rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  by  50  percent.  I  asked  for  a  $28  billion  tax 
reduction,  coupled  with  a  $28  billion  reduction  in  Federal  spending.  The  Con- 
gress sent  me  a  $10  biUion  tax  reduction  and  an  $18  billion  increase  in  Federal 
spending.  That's  going  the  wrong  way,  and  that's  another  reason  why  we  have 
got  to  change  this  Congress  in  this  election. 

The  most  meaningful  tax  reduction,  the  one  you  understand  the  best,  the  one 
that  helps  the  middle-income  taxpayers  the  most,  is  an  increase  in  the  personal 
exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  If  you  take  a  family  of  three  children,  a  husband 
and  wife,  one  taxpayer — that  family  gets,  under  my  proposal  to  increase  the 
personal  exemption  by  $250— that  family  would  get  $1,250  more,  more,  more  in 
tax  reduction.  That's  the  kind  of  a  meaningful  tax  reduction  that  you  ought  to 
get,  215  million  Americans  ought  to  get.  And  that's  what  President  Ford  pro- 
posed, and  that's  what  he  will  propose  in  January  of  next  year  as  President  of  the 
United  States. 

As  I  have  said  before,  the  middle-income  taxpayer  gets  shortchanged.  He  has 
been  shortchanged  for  the  last  22  years.  He  has  been  shortchanged  by  a  Con- 
gress controlled  for  22  years  by  the  Democratic  Party. 

Mr.  Carter  calls  our  tax  laws  a  disgrace.  Well,  he  ought  to  look  back  and  see 
the  pages  of  history.  What  political  party  has  controlled  both  the  House  and 
the  Senate  for  the  last  22  years?  They  have  passed  every  tax  law;  they  have 
passed  every  loophole.  I  think  you  know  where  to  put  the  blame.  Let's  make 
sure,  darned  sure  we  get  more  good  Republicans  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
to  go  down  and  help  us  with  this  tax  problem  in  the  next  session  of  the  Congress. 

We  have  got  less  than  3  weeks  to  go.  It  hardly  seems  possible.  It  is  a  very 
crucial  3  weeks,  but  the  decisions  that  people  make  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Michigan,  and  47  others,  those  decisions  will  determine  the  direc- 
tion of  the  American  people  in  our  great  country  for  the  first  4  years  of  our 
third  century. 

Mr.  Carter  and  his  party  platform  offer  more  promises,  more  programs,  more 
spending,  more  taxes,  more  inflation,  and  more  unemployment.  I  say  the 
Government  is  already  too  big,  too  powerful,  too  costly,  too  remote,  and  too 
deeply  involved  in  your  personal  life.  I  want  your  Government  to  be  made 
your  servant,  not  your  meddling  master. 

I  am  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  because  I  have  a  deep  conviction  and 
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faith,  a  deep  inward  feeling  that  the  American  people  want  to  go  the  direction 
we  want  to  take  them.  And,  therefore,  I  come  to  the  great  State  of  New  Jersey 
to  ask  for  your  help  and  your  support.  New  Jersey  is  a  key  State.  New  Jersey 
can  make  the  difference  whether  we  have  enough  electoral  votes  on  November  2 
to  win. 

And  so,  let  me  just  conclude  by  saying  I  know  we  will  win  in  New  Jersey. 
Jerry  loves  Jersey,  and  I  have  a  good  feeling  that  Jersey  loves  Jerry  like  Jerry 
loves  Jersey. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The  President   spoke   at   5:20   p.m.   at   the  F.  Norcross,  Republican  senatorial  candidate,   and 

Town  and  Campus  Inn.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  Thomas  Kean,  chairman  of  the  New  Jersey  Pres- 

referred  to  Representatives  Matthew  J.  Rinaldo  and  ident  Ford  Committee. 
Millicent  Fenwick,  Senator  Clifford  P.  Case,  David 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  Bill  Providing  for  the 
Relief  of  Day's  Sportswear,  Inc.     October  14,  1976 

[Dated  October  13, 1976.   Released  October  14, 1976] 

I  AM  withholding  my  approval  from  H.R.  4654,  a  bill  "For  the  relief  of  Day's 
Sportswear,  Incorporated." 

H.R.  4654  appears  to  relate  to  the  same  claim  as  presented  in  B.A.  McKenzie 
and  Co.,  Inc.  v.  United  States,  United  States  Customs  Court  #74-6-01520. 
Another  known  similar  claim  on  behalf  of  another  importer  is  pending  in 
the  case  of  George  S.  Bush  and  Co.,  Inc.  v.  United  States,  United  States  Customs 
Court  #73-9-02693. 

The  United  States  Government  is  presendy  defending  these  two  cases  and 
the  United  States  Customs  Court  is  expected  to  rule.  Briefly,  the  Utigation 
involves  the  applicability  of  certain  customs  duties. 

I  believe  that  the  courts  should  be  permitted  to  rule  in  these  cases  in  due 
course.  I  am  also  concerned  that  my  approval  of  H.R.  4654  could  inappro- 
priately predispose  the  court's  ruling.  Further,  H.R.  4654  would  constitute 
preferred  treatment  of  one  importer  against  others  having  similar  claims  against 
the  Government. 

Finally,  I  believe  that  private  relief  legislation  is  appropriate  only  after  all 
other  avenues  of  available  administrative  and  legal  recourse  have  been  pursued. 
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For  these  reasons,  I  am  withholding  my  approval  from  H.R.  4654. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  White  House, 
October  13, 1976. 
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Remarks  Upon  Signing  the  Allied  Wartime  Veterans 
Medical  Benefits  Bill.     October  14,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING,  everybody. 

It's  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me  to  vv^elcome  the  distinguished  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  and  representatives  of  various  veterans  organizations,  ethnic 
groups,  and  the  like.  It's  a  great  day  here  in  the  Rose  Garden,  and  good  luck. 
And  it's  nice  to  see  you  all. 

But  I'm  especially  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to  recognize  the  contribu- 
tions of  many  valiant  Americans  of  Polish  and  Czech  ancestry  who  fought  for 
freedom. 

I  think  this  legislation  that  I'm  signing  today  provides  that  any  person  who 
served  during  World  War  I  or  World  War  II  as  a  member  of  any  armed 
force  of  the  Government  of  Czechoslovakia  or  Poland  and  participated  while 
so  serving  in  armed  conflict  with  an  enemy  of  the  United  States  shall  by  virtue 
of  such  service  be  entitled  to  certain  medical  benefits.  This  legislation  requires 
that  each  person  who  is  so  entitled  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
for  at  least  10  years. 

For  two  centuries  a  very  fundamental  principle  of  American  policy  toward 
other  nations  has  remained  unchanged.  The  American  people  support  the  aspira- 
tions for  freedom,  independence,  and  national  self-determination  of  people 
everywhere.  We  do  not  accept  foreign  domination  over  any  nation. 

The  people  we  recognize  with  this  legislation  today  fought  alongside  of  us  for 
these  ideals.  This  year,  as  American  citizens,  they  joined  with  us  in  our  Bicen- 
tennial celebration.  Their  wartime  service  is  an  inspiration  and  a  lasting  contri- 
bution to  the  strength  of  America  and  to  America's  commitment  to  freedom. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:57  a.m.  at  a  cere-  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  71)  is  Public  Law  94- 

mony  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  the  White  House.  491  (90  Stat.  2363). 
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The  President's  News  Conference  of 
October  14,  1976 

The  President.  Good  evening.  Will  you  please  sit  down. 

Statement  on  the  Special  Prosecutor's  Investigation  of  the  President's 

Financial  Records 

[1.]  I  do  have  a  brief  opening  statement.  When  I  w^as  chosen  to  be  Vice 
President,  I  underv^ent  the  most  intensive  scrutiny  of  any  man  w^ho  has  ever  been 
selected  for  public  office  in  the  United  States.  My  past  life,  my  qualifications,  my 
beliefs  all  v^ere  put  under  a  microscope  and  in  full  public  view^. 

Nonetheless,  all  of  you  here  tonight  and  many  in  our  listening  audience  are 
aware  of  allegations  that  came  forth  in  recent  weeks  involving  my  past  political 
campaigns.  As  I  have  said  on  several  occasions,  these  rumors  were  false.  I  am 
very  pleased  that  this  morning  the  Special  Prosecutor  has  finally  put  this  matter 
to  rest  once  and  for  all. 

I  have  told  you  before  that  I  am  deeply  privileged  to  serve  as  the  President  of 
this  great  Nation.  But  one  thing  that  means  more  to  me  than  my  desire  for  public 
office  is  my  personal  reputation  for  integrity. 

Today's  announcement  by  the  Special  Prosecutor  reaffirms  the  original  find- 
ings of  my  Vice-Presidential  confirmation  hearings.  I  hope  that  today's 
announcement  will  also  accomplish  one  other  major  task — that  it  will  elevate 
the  Presidential  campaign  to  a  level  befitting  the  American  people  and  the 
American  political  tradition. 

For  too  many  days,  this  campaign  has  been  mired  in  questions  that  have  little 
bearing  upon  the  future  of  this  Nation.  The  people  of  this  country  deserve  better 
than  that.  They  deserve  a  campaign  that  focuses  on  the  most  serious  issues  of  our 
time — on  the  purposes  of  government,  on  the  heavy  burdens  of  taxation,  on  the 
cost  of  living,  and  on  the  quality  of  our  lives  and  on  the  ways  to  keep  America 
strong,  at  peace,  and  free. 

Governor  Carter  and  I  have  profound  differences  of  opinion  on  these  matters. 
I  hope  that  in  the  20  days  remaining  in  this  campaign,  we  can  talk  seriously 
and  honestly  about  these  differences  so  that  on  November  2  the  American  people 
can  make  a  clear  choice  and  give  us — one  of  us— a  mandate  to  govern  wisely 
and  well  during  the  next  4  years. 
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Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  will  be  glad  to  answer  your  questions. 
Fran  [Frances  Lewine,  Associated  Press]. 

Questions 

allegations  concerning  the  president  and  watergate  investigations 

[2.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  also  like  to  set  the  record  straight  tonight 
on  an  issue  that  John  Dean  ^  has  raised  ?  Did  you  at  any  time  use  your  influence 
with  any  Members  of  Congress  or  talk  to  lobbyist  Richard  Cook  about  blocking 
a  1972  Watergate  break-in  investigation  by  Wright  Patman's  House  Banking 
Committee  ? 

The  President.  I  have  reviewed  the  testimony  that  I  gave  before  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate  committees,  and  those  questions  were  asked.  I  responded 
fully. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  House  committee  and  the  Senate  commit- 
tee, after  full  investigation,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  substance 
to  those  allegations.  I  don't  believe  they  are  any  more  pertinent  today  than  they 
were  then,  and  my  record  was  fully  cleared  at  that  time. 

WEAPONS  SALES  TO  ISRAEL;   INCREASE  IN  WHEAT  PRICE  SUPPORTS 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  past  several  days,  you've  made  two  major  deci- 
sions, one  to  sell  Israel  concussion  bombs,  sophisticated  weaponry,  even  though 
their  request  had  been  hanging  fire  for  many  months.  You  also  decided  to  give 
the  wheat  price  support  the  50-percent  boost,  even  though  the  Agriculture  De- 
partment said  the  day  before  that  there  was  no  economic  justification  for  these. 
Can  you  state  flatly  that  none  of  these  decisions  were  designed  to  enhance  you 
politically  ? 

The  President.  Categorically,  those  decisions  were  based  on  conditions  that 
I  think  justified  fully  the  decisions  that  I  made.  In  the  case  of  the  four  items 
that  were  cleared  for  delivery  to  the  Government  of  Israel,  those  items  have  been 
on  the  list  for  consideration.  Those  items  have  been  analyzed  by  the  various  de- 
partments in  our  Government,  and  the  net  result  was  that  I  decided,  after  dis- 
cussing the  matter  with  my  top  advisers,  that  those  items  should  be  cleared  for 
the  Government  of  Israel. 

Q.  But  on  what  justification  do  you  give  such  weapons,  and  why  did  you  by- 
pass the  Pentagon  and  the  State  Department? 


^  Counsel  to  the  President  1970-73. 
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The  President.  I  made  the  decisions,  and  that  decision  is  mine.  And  they  may 
have  been  a  Uttle  disappointed  that  they  didn't  have  an  opportunity  to  leak  the 
decision  beforehand.  And  I  felt  that  it  v^as  a  decision  only  for  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  I  made  it  as  such,  and  based  on  recommendations  that  v^ere  made 
to  me  by  responsible  people,  the  top  people  giving  me  advice  in  this  regard. 

On  the  other  question,  regarding  the  increase  in  the  loan  rates,  in  May  of  1975, 
I  vetoed  an  agricultural  bill  on  the  basis  that  I  thought  it  was  not  good  legisla- 
tion at  that  time.  But  I  said  at  that  time,  in  the  veto  message,  that  I  v^ould  be  very 
watchful  to  make  certain  that  if  conditions  changed  we  would  increase  the 
loan  rate. 

In  May  of  1975,  for  example,  the  price  of  wheat  was  about  $3.35  a  bushel. 
Recently,  the  price  of  wheat  was  about  $2.79  a  bushel.  There  was  a  very  severe 
drop.  And  in  order  to  make  certain  that  wheat  will  be  marketed  properly  and  the 
farmer  will  have  an  opportunity  to  market  that  wheat  which  he  produced — at 
our  request  of  full  production — and  in  order  for  the  farmers,  the  wheat  farmers, 
to  have  adequate  financing  to  proceed  with  their  full  planting  of  winter  wheat,  I 
decided  that  it  was  in  the  best  interest  of  full  production  for  the  American 
farmer  that  those  loan  rates  be  increas^ed.  They  were  based  on  a  commitment  I 
made  in  May  of  1975  and  changed  conditions  today. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT'S   FINANCIAL  RECORDS 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  course  of  the  Watergate  Prosecutor's  investiga- 
tion of  your  income  taxes,  your  taxes  were  made  public — leaked  to  the  press  at 
one  point.  And  in  those  taxes  it  showed  that  at  one  point  you  took  money  from 
your  political  organization  and  used  over  $1,000  for  a  family  vacation  to  Vail 
and  several  hundred  dollars  for  personal  clothing.  I  wonder  if  you  would  address 
the  propriety  of  action  like  that. 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  you  have  to  bear  in  mind  that,  as  I  recall,  those 
initial  payments  for  airline  tickets  and  for  the  others  were  made  out  of  what  we 
call  the  Fifth  District  account.  And  within,  I  think  it  was  a  week  or  2  weeks  at 
the  most,  I  reimbursed  that  account  fully  in  both  cases. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  reimbursement,  the  tax  information  also  showed  that  your 
personal  bank  account,  as  it  were,  went  down  in  the  red  something  like  $3,000, 
but  it  was  soon  reimbursed.  And  there  was  a  question  left  as  to  how  you  reim- 
bursed that  $3,000. 

The  President.  Well,  that  was  my  next  paycheck.  [Laughter] 

I  think  a  few  people  in  this  country  have  written  checks  and  then  waited  until 
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the  end  of  the  month  and  then  mailed  the  checks  and — maybe  you  haven't 
done  it,  but  I  suspect  a  few  people  have — [laughterl — and  v^e  mailed  those 
checks  after  we  had  the  money  in  the  bank  account.  But  I  wrote  the  checks  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  month.  It's  a  perfectly  legitimate  thing,  and  there  was  never 
an  overdraft  in  my  account. 

THE  president's  GOLFING  VACATIONS  AND  TRAVEL 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  have  been  some  questions  a  few  weeks  ago 
about  your  taking,  accepting  golfing  vacations  and  travel  from  lobbyists  and 
corporations.  It's  been  quite  some  time  since  these  allegations  were  made.  I'm 
wondering  if  you  can  clear  this  up  tonight.  Just  how  often,  how  many  times, 
did  you  accept  free  travel  and  golfing  vacations  from  lobbyists  and  corporations  ? 

The  President.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  ones  that  came  to  light 
are  the  ones  that  are  involved.  There  may  be  one  or  two  more,  but  I  can't  recol- 
lect the  instances. 

ALLEGATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  WATERGATE  INVESTIGATIONS 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  follow  up  on  Frances  Lewine's  first  question, 
I  don't  think  you  quite  answered  the  question.  The  question  is  not  about  your 
testimony  at  the  time  specifically,  it's  about  the  new  allegations  from  John 
Dean  that,  in  fact,  you  did  discuss  six  times  with  Mr.  Cook  the  matter  of 
blocking  the  investigation,  by  the  House,  of  Watergate.  And  at  the  time  you 
said — at  the  time  that  you  went  through  your  investigation  that  you've  men- 
tioned— you  said  that  you  did  not  recollect  such  discussions.  Do  you  now  recol- 
lect discussions  with  Mr.  Cook  on  that  subject  ? 

The  President.  I  will  give  you  exactly  the  same  answer  that  I  gave  to  the 
House  committee  and  to  the  Senate  committee,  and  that  answer  was  satisfactory 
to  the  House  committee  by  a  vote  of  29  to  8  and,  I  think,  a  unanimous  vote  in 
the  Senate  committee. 

The  matter  was  fully  investigated  by  those  two  committees,  and  I  think  that's 
a  satisfactory  answer.  And  I'm  not  going  to  pass  judgment  on  what  Mr.  Dean 
now  alleges. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  oppose — on  the  Dean  matter  would  you  oppose 
a  review  of  White  House  tapes  and  investigation  by  the  Special  Prosecutor 
that's  been  called  for  by  Congressman  Conyers  and  Congresswoman  Holtzman  ? 

The  President.  That's  a  decision  for  the  Special  Prosecutor  to  make.  I  have 
never,  at  any  time  in  the  just  previous  investigations  or  at  any  other  time,  inter- 
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fered  with  the  judgment  or  the  decision  of  the  Special  Prosecutor,  and  I  wouldn't 
in  this  case. 

FEDERAL  SPENDING  AND  THE   ECONOMY 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you've  been  going  up  and  down  the  country— 
and  most  recendy  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey — saying  that  things  are 
getting  better  and  things  are  being  improved  and  there  is  a  definite  difference 
between  you  and  the  other  candidate,  Mr.  Carter. 

There  is  a  7.8-percent  unemployment  rate.  The  Commerce  Department  today 
announced  that  retail  sales  fell  by  1.1  percent.  The  stock  market  took  a  nose- 
dive. Mr.  Friedman,  a  conservative  economist,  says  nothing  that  neither  you 
nor  Mr.  Carter  offers  will  cause  a  change  in  the  rise  of  Federal  spending.  And 
finally,  Mr.  Greenspan,  your  own  adviser,  predicted  today  a  continued  6-percent 
inflation  rate. 

The  President.  Let  me  set  the  record 

Q.    I  don't  understand  how  things  are  getting  better. 

The  President.  Let  me  set  the  record  straight.  There  is  a  very  distinct  differ- 
ence between  Federal  spending  proposals  by  President  Ford  and  those  of  Gov- 
ernor Carter.  Governor  Carter  has  endorsed,  embraced,  sponsored  60-some 
new  programs  that  will  cost  $100  billion  a  year  at  a  minimum  and  $200  billion, 
probably,  on  an  annual  basis.  So  there  is  a  distinct  difference  between  Governor 
Carter  on  the  one  hand  and  myself.  He  wants  to  spend  more,  and  I  want  to 
hold  the  Ud  on  Federal  spending. 

Now,  let's  talk  about  the  status  of  the  economy.  In  the  first  quarter  of  this 
calendar  year,  the  rate  of  growth  of  GNP  was  9.2  percent.  It  fell  in  the  second 
quarter  to  4.5  percent.  It  looks  like  the  third  quarter  will  be  in  the  range  of 
about  4  percent.  I  have  checked  with  the  responsible  advisers  to  me  in  this  area, 
and  they  expect  a  resumption  of  the  rate  of  growth  of  GNP  in  October, 
November,  and  December  of  over  5  percent  and  probably  closer  to  6  percent. 
And  they  expect  that  same  rate  of  growth  in  1977. 

We've  had  a  pause.  But  we  could  not  sustain  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  first 
quarter  of  1976,  when  it  was  9.2  or  .3.  We  are  now  coming  out  of  the  dip  or 
the  pause  that  we  had,  and  I  believe  that  all,  or  practically  all  economists 
recognize  that  the  economy  is  continuing  to  improve  and  will  get  better  in 
this  quarter  and  in  1977. 

FEDERAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  METROPOLITAN  AREAS 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  keeping  the  lid  on  Federal  spending,  are  you 
willing  to  accept  the  continued  physical  and  social  deterioration  of  the  big  cities 
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of  this  country  ?  A  Marshall  plan  sort  of  approach  has  been  offered.  Would  you, 
if  elected,  move  in  that  direction  ? 

The  President.  I  would  not  embrace  any  spending  program  that  is  going  to 
cost  the  Federal  Treasury  and  the  American  taxpayers  billions  and  billions  and 
billions  of  dollars.  We  have  good  programs  for  the  rehabilitation  of  our  major 
metropolitan  areas.  I  just  signed  the  general  revenue  sharing  bill.  We  fully 
fund  the  Community  Development  Act.  We  fully  fund  the  mass  transit  legis- 
lation. We  have  a  number  of  very  good  programs  that  are  in  operation  today. 

And  about  3  months  ago  I  appointed  the  Secretary  of  HUD,  Carla  Hills,  to 
head  a  Cabinet  Committee  on  Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood  Revitali- 
zation.  That  committee  is  v^orking  together  very  closely  so  that  v^e  get  the  full 
benefit  out  of  all  the  Federal  dollars  now^  available  to  help  our  inner  cities  and 
major  metropolitan  areas. 

I  think  we're  doing  a  good  job,  and  to  all  of  a  sudden  just  throw  money  in 
doesn't  make  any  sense,  because  you're  bound  to  have  more  deficits,  more  taxes, 
and  more  inflation.  So,  I  think  we  ought  to  make  the  programs  we  have  today 
work,  and  they  are  working  and  will  solve  the  problem. 

THE  president's  CAMPAIGN  TRAVEL 

[9.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  review  of  your  travel  logs  from  this  fall  and  last  fall 
shows  that  for  a  comparable  period  last  fall  you  spent  exactly  as  much  time  on 
the  road — 15  days  last  fall — when  there  was  no  campaign  and  no  election 
than  you  have  this  fall  when  there  is  a  hotly  contested  Presidential  election. 
Doesn't  this  lend  a  litde  bit  of  credence  to  Governor  Carter's  charge  that  you've 
been  kind  of  hiding  in  the  White  House  for  most  of  this  campaign. 

The  President.  Tom  [Tom  De  Frank,  Newsweek],  didn't  you  see  that 
wonderful  picture  of  me  standing  on  top  of  the  limousine  with,  I  think,  the 
caption  "Is  he  hiding?"  The  truth  is,  we  are  campaigning  when  we  feel  that 
we  can  be  away  from  the  White  House  and  not  neglect  the  primary  responsibili- 
ties that  I  have  as  President  of  the  United  States.  I  think  you  are  familiar  with 
the  vast  number  of  bills  that  I've  had  to  sign.  We've  done  that.  That's  my  prime 
responsibility,  among  other  things. 

We  do  get  out  and  campaign.  We  were  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  earlier 
this  week.  We're  going  to  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Illinois  between  now  and  Sunday. 
We  will  be  traveling  when  we  can.  But  my  prime  responsibility  is  to  stay  in 
the  White  House  and  get  the  job  done  here.  And  I  will  do  that,  and  then  we 
will  campaign  after  that. 
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VOTER  APATHY 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  how  do  you  account  for — at  this  rather  late  stage  in 
the  campaign — so  many  voters  are  telUng  pollsters  that  they  remain  undecided, 
and  many  more  are  saying  that  they  may  not  bother  to  vote  at  all  ? 

The  President.  It  is  disturbing  that  there  are  these  statements  to  the  effect  that 
the  voters  are  apathetic.  I  believe  we  have  tried  to  do  everything  we  possibly  can 
to  stimulate  voter  participation.  I  want  a  maximum  vote  in  this  election  on 
November  2.  And  in  every  way  that  I  possibly  can,  we're  going  to  stimulate  it 
between  now  and  November  2. 

I  can't  give  you  an  answer  why  there  is  apathy.  I'm  going  to  do  what  I  can  to 
overcome  that  apathy,  and  naturally,  I  hope  to  convince  51  percent  of  the  people 
in  enough  States  so  that  we  get  enough  electoral  votes  so  that  we  can  continue 
the  policies  of  trust,  peace,  and  growing  prosperity  in  the  United  States. 

THE  president's  GOLFING  VACATIONS  AND  TRAVEL 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  it's  proper  for  a  Member  of  Congress  to 
accept  a  golfing  vacation  or  a  golfing  weekend  trip,  and  would  you,  now  that 
you're  in  the  White  House,  accept  such  a  trip  ? 

The  President.  I  have  not  accepted  any  such  trip  since  I've  been  Vice  Presi- 
dent or  President.  And  when  I  was  in  the  Congress,  I've  done  as  I  said  in  the 
limited  number  of  instances  that  have  been  in  the  papers. 

presidential  decisionmaking 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  it's  been  said  that  in  your  debate  with  Jimmy  Carter 
your  statement  on  Eastern  Europe  demonstrated  a  certain  lack  of  ability  to  think 
fast  on  your  feet.  Without  intending  to  once  again  review  the  merits  of  that 
debate,  how  important^  in  your  judgment,  is  it  for  a  President  to  think  fast  on 
his  feet  to  do  his  job  properly  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it's  vitally  important  for  a  President  to  make  the  right 
decisions  in  the  Oval  Office.  And  I  think  I've  made  the  right  decisions  in  the 
Oval  Office.  I  have  admitted  that  in  that  particular  debate,  I  made  a  slip  in  that 
one  instance.  But  I'd  like  to  compare  that  one  slip  with  the  documented  instances 
that  we  found  in  Governor  Carter's  presentation  a  week  ago,  when  he  made 
some  14  either  misrepresentations  or  inaccurate  statements. 

And  while  we're  on  that  subject,  I'd  like  to  say  that  I  feel  very  strongly  that 
the  attitude  that  he  took  on  that  occasion,  where  he  said  America  was  not  strong, 
where  he  said  the  United  States  Government  had  tried  to  get  us  into  another 
Vietnam  in  Angola,  and  where  he  said  the  United  States  had  lost  respect 
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throughout  the  world — I  don't  approve  of  any  candidate  for  office  slandering 
the  good  name  of  the  United  States.  It  discourages  our  allies,  and  it  encourages 
our  adversaries. 

PRESIDENTIAL   CAMPAIGN  DEBATES 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  on  the  debates,  two  of  them  have  happened,  and 
one  is  to  come.  Do  you  have  any  thoughts,  perhaps,  on  changing  the  rules  for 
the  third  debate  ?  And  also,  do  you  feel  impeded  since  you  are  President  and 
know  more  than  you  can  say  in  public? 

The  President.  About  the  only  improvement  I  would  make  is  to  get 
Mr.  Carter  to  answer  the  questions.  {Laughter^ 

THE   president's   REMARKS   ON  EASTERN  EUROPE 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  why  it  took  you  6  days  and  four 
clarifications  before  you  finally  admitted  that  you  had,  in  fact,  made  a  mistake 
in  the  debate  in  your  remarks  on  Eastern  Europe  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  took  some  thoughtful  analysis  because,  as  someone 
may  have  noticed,  there  was  a  letter  to  the  editor  in  the  New  York  Times  a 
day  or  2  ago  by  a  very  prominent  ethnic,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Janovitz,  as  I 
recall,  who  said  that  my  answer  was  the  right  one.  But  it  all  depends  on  how  you 
analyze  the  answer. 

But  I  wanted  to  be  very  clear,  to  make  certain  that  the  Polish  Americans  and 
other  ethnics  in  this  country  knew  that  I  knew  that  there  are  some  30  Soviet 
divisions  in  Poland  and  several  of  the  other  Eastern  European  countries. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  want  to  say  very  strongly  that  anybody  who  has  been 
in  Poland,  for  example,  as  I  have  in  1975,  and  seen  the  Polish  people — the  strong, 
courageous  look  in  their  face,  the  deep  feeling  that  you  get  from  talking  with 
them — although  they  recognize  that  the  Soviet  Union  has  x  number  of  divi- 
sions occupying  their  country,  that  freedom  is  in  their  heart  and  in  their  mind, 
and  they  are  not  going  to  be  dominated  over  the  long  run  by  any  outside  power. 

Now,  we  concede  for  the  time  being,  the  Soviet  Union  has  that  miUtary 
power  there.  But  we  subscribe  to  the  hopes  and  the  aspirations  of  the  courageous 
Polish  people  and  their  relatives  here  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  if  they  tried  to  overthrow  that  power,  would  you  look 
favorably  on  helping  them  in  some  way  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  think  we  should  answer  that  question.  I  don't  think 
it's  going  to  happen.  I  don't  think  we  should  respond  to  that  kind  of  a  question 
in  a  press  conference. 
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PRESIDENTIAL   CAMPAIGN  DEBATES 

[15.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you've  had  some  harsh  words  for  your  opponent's 
performance  in  the  second  debate,  and  yet  every  pubUc  opinion  survey  that  I've 
seen  show^ed  that  you  lost  that  debate — and  it  v^as  one  that  v^as  on  foreign  and 
defense  affairs,  v^hich  are  supposed  to  be  your  strong  suit.  Do  you  agree  that 
you  lost  that  second  debate  and,  if  so,  why  ?  Or,  if  you  think  you  won  it,  why 
do  you  think  that  happened  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  is  a  poll  that  shows  the  conclusion  you  have 
just  set  forth.  I  don't  necessarily  agree  with  that.  But  there  were  some  very 
specific  answers  that  were  given  by  people  who  were  interrogated  afterwards. 
And  if  you  look  at  that  list  of  special  questions  that  were  asked  of  people  who 
responded,  it  showed  that  in  those  cases — and  I  think  they  were  the  very  funda- 
mental ones  on  specific  issues — knowledge,  firmness,  strength — that  a  majority 
of  the  people  thought  I  had  prevailed. 

NEW  NATURAL  GAS   PRICES 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Federal  Power  Commission  has  authorized  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  new  natural  gas.  That's  something  you  favored.  The 
original  estimate  was  that  it  would  cost  the  American  consumer  $1.3  billion  a 
year.  Now  we're  told  that  it  may  be  as  high  or  higher  than  $3  billion  a  year. 
Do  you  think  that  that  price  increase  should  be  rolled  back  or  should  it  stand  ? 

The  President.  The  fundamental  issue  is,  if  you  don't  get  a  price  increase 
you  aren't  going  to  have  any  new  natural  gas.  So  the  question  is,  are  you 
willing  to  pay  for  enough  gas  to  heat  our  homes  and  to  heat  our  factories  so 
people  will  have  jobs  ?  We  have  to  give  an  incentive  to  people  to  go  out  and 
find  new  natural  gas  sources,  and  if  you  don't  give  them  that  incentive,  there 
won't  be  any  heat  for  their  homes  or  heat  for  their  factories,  and  we  will  lose 
the  jobs. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  risk  another  jolt  to  the  economy  from  this  large  price 
increase  ? 

The  President.  I  think  a  bigger  jolt  would  be  to  have  the  jobs  lost  and  the 
houses  cold. 

presidential  campaign  themes 

[17.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  earlier  in  your  campaign  you  said  you  intended 
to  stress  positive  themes,  yet  in  your  most  recent  campaign  appearances  you 
have  concentrated  on  attacking  Governor  Carter.  Tonight  you  accused  him 
of  slandering  the  name  of  the  United  States.  Do  you  think  you've  done  all  you 
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can  to  elevate  the  level  of  this  campaign,  and  can  wt  expect  you  to  continue 
the  vv^ay  you  have  been  in  the  last  v^eek  or  so  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it's  very  positive  to  talk  about  tax  reductions,  as  I 
have  recommended  to  the  American  people  that  we  increase  the  personal 
exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's  very  positive,  very  affirmative,  and 
certainly  in  contrast  to  w^hat  Mr.  Carter  wants,  which  is  to  increase  taxes  for 
people  with  a  medium-  or  middle-income  level,  which  is  about  $14,000.  That's 
a  distinct  difference.  I'm  on  the  affirmative  side;  he's  on  the  negative  side. 

Q.  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  Sarah  [Sarah  McClendon,  McClendon  News  Service]. 
[Laughter]  You  knew  I'd  get  around  to  you. 

the  president's  golfing  expenses 

[18.]  Q.  Thank  you.  When  you  were  in  Congress,  you  filed  an  income  tax 
return  for  those  years  saying  that  you  had  very  little  money  left  over.  Like  a  lot 
of  us,  you  had  about  $5  left  over  for  spending  money,  I  believe. 

I  wonder  if  you  had  included  your  golf  fees  and  your  dues  at  Congressional 
and  Burning  Tree.  I  believe  you  belonged  to  both  of  them,  didn't  you  ?  And 
they're  very  expensive.  You  must  have  been  strapped  for  funds.  Who  was  helping 
you  pay  those  large  golfing  expenses  ?  You  golfed  three  to  five  times  a  week,  I 
believe. 

The  President.  Well,  first,  that's  an  inaccurate  statement,  and  you  know  it, 
Sarah.  [Laughter]  When  you  are  the  minority  leader  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  on  the  job,  you  don't  play  golf  three  to  five  times  a  week.  I'm 
sorry  that  you  said  that,  because  you  know  it's  not  true. 

Now,  let  me  just  say  that  I  paid  for  those  golfing  dues  or  charges  by  check. 
And  the  committee  and  everybody  else — the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Internal  Revenue  Taxation,  the  FBI,  and  now  the  Special  Prose- 
cutor— ^have  all  looked  into  those  in  depth  and  in  detail,  and  they  have  given 
me  a  clean  bill  of  health,  and  I  thank  them  for  it. 

income  tax  legislation 

[19.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  Washington  Post  had  an  article  today  which 
noted  that  Ford  Motor  Company  paid  no  taxes  last  year,  paid  no  taxes  the  year 
before.  Do  you  think  that's  fair,  and  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  it's  proper  to  remind  the  American  people  that 
those  tax  laws  which  are  on  the  statute  books  were  written  by  the  Democrats,  who 
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controlled  the  Congress  for  the  last  22  years.  If  they're  wrong,  it's  the  fault  of  the 
majority  party  in  the  Congress. 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  to  change  that.f^ 

The  President.  We  have  made  recommendations  to  the  Congress  over  the  last 
year  and  a  half  for  some  modifications  in  the  income  tax  legislation,  but  how 
that  would  affect  that  particular  company,  I  can't  give  you  the  answer. 

PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN  DEBATES 

[20.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  a  recent  speech— I'm  afraid  I  don't  recall  where — 
you  cut  a  line  from  your  text  in  which  you  said  something  about  the  campaign 
should  not  be  just  a  quiz  show  to  see  who  gets  to  live  in  the  White  House  for  the 
next  4  years.  And  I  assume  you  stand  by  that  advance  text.  Were  you  trying  to 
suggest  that  the  debates  have  not  been  as  effective  as  they  should  have  been  and 
they  have  not  kept  up  the  level  of  the  campaign  ? 

The  President.  Well,  Ann  [Ann  Compton,  ABC  News],  you  know  that  you 
read  the  advance  text.  I  hope  you  are  listening  when  I  speak.  You  know,  on 
many  occasions,  I  add  a  little  here  and  I  take  something  else  out.  Oftentimes,  I 
don't  get  those  texts  until  maybe  a  half,  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  I  make 
the  speech.  So,  I  make  the  judgment  myself.  Those  are  the  recommendations  of 
the  speechwriters. 

Now,  I  didn't  think  that  was  an  appropriate  thing  to  say,  and  therefore,  I 
didn't  include  it  in  the  text  that  I  gave  to  the  meeting  that  you  referred  to. 

Q.  Well  then,  let  me  put  it  this  way:  Do  you  think  the  debates  have  helped 
keep  up  the  level  of  the  campaign? 

The  President.  I  think  the  debates  have  been  very  wholesome.  I  think  they've 
been  constructive.  I  was  the  one  that  initiated  the  challenge.  I  believe  that  they 
ought  to  be  an  institution  in  future  Presidential  campaigns.  I  really  believe  that, 
and  for  that  reason  I  didn't  think  that  sentence  in  that  prepared  text,  which  I 
deleted,  reflected  my  own  views. 

investigation  of  the  president's  financial  records 

[21.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  thank  you.  A  little  while  ago  you  gave  us  an  idea  of 
how  you  balance  your  family  budget — you  kite  checks.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  Oh,  no,  I  don't.  No,  I  don't.  I've  never  been  overdrawn,  young 
.  lady.  [Laughter] 

Q.  The  question  is,  then,  how  is  it  that  you  are  able  to  live  on  from  $5  to  $13 
a  week  in  cash — as  has  been  reported  by  the  Washington  Post  and  the  Wall 
Street  Journal— in  1972  ? 
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The  President.  I  repeat  that  the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  the  FBI,  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Taxation,  tv^o  committees  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate,  and  an 
overw^helming  majority  of  the  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  beheve  the 
testimony.  They  w^ent  back  and  checked  every  one  of  those  income  tax  returns 
from  73  back  6  years,  and  they  gave  me  a  clean  bill  of  health.  And  novv^  it's 
been  reinvestigated  for  the  fourth  time  by  the  Special  Prosecutor,  and  he  concurs 
v^ith  the  previous  investigations.  Those  are  the  facts  of  life.  I  vjntt  checks. 
[Laughter^ 

Thank  you  all.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Ms.  Lev^ine.  Thank  you. 

note:  President  Ford's  thirty-eighth  news  confer-       Building.  It  was  broadcast  live  on  radio  and  tele- 
ence  began  at  7:31  p.m.  in  the  Old  Executive  Office       vision. 
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Statement  Announcing  Intention  To  Request  Funding 
for  the  Cultural  Challenge  Grant  Program. 
October  14,  1976 

IN  THE  last  decade  there  has  been  mounting  interest  and  participation  in  the 
arts.  This  popular  demand  has  led  to  dramatic  growth  in  the  number  and  quality 
of  cultural  institutions  and  activities  throughout  the  country.  With  that  has  come 
more  widespread  financial  support,  which  now  includes  all  levels  of  government 
and  various  parts  of  the  private  sector — most  notably,  business,  foundations,  and 
individuals.  Together,  they  are  contributing  more  money  and  time  to  the  arts 
at  higher  levels  than  ever  before. 

This  pattern  of  decentralized,  diverse,  widely  shared  responsibility  fosters  the 
vitality  of  the  arts  and  affords  them  essential  freedom.  It  has  been  established 
by  men  and  women  everywhere  in  the  country  who  have  come  to  appreciate,  as 
I  have,  what  the  arts  can  mean  in  their  individual  lives  and  the  lives  of  their 
communities.  Accepting  responsibility  for  this  public  interest,  they  have  encour- 
aged and  shared,  with  leadership  and  dollars,  in  grassroots  efforts  to  advance 
our  cultural  legacy,  foster  artistic  creativity,  and  make  the  arts  more  readily  avail- 
able to  all.  We  can  take  pride  in  this  record,  and  we  must  work  together  to 
extend  it. 

In  the  past  10  years  the  Federal  Government  has  provided  leadership  and  fund- 
ing, serving  as  a  catalyst  in  this  American  renaissance.  Today  there  are  many 
Federal  and  quasi-Federal  programs  which  can  assist  artists,  dancers,  photog- 
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raphers,  craftsmen,  architects,  planners,  art  researchers,  historic  preservationists, 
museums,  Hbraries,  educational  institutions,  and  other  public  and  private 
organizations. 

As  House  minority  leader  and  as  President,  I  strongly  supported  the  develop- 
ment of  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts.  My  budget  in  1976  included 
$82  million  in  Federal  funds  for  the  Endowment,  and  I  have  already  requested 
$87  million  in  Federal  funds  for  1977.  The  funds  designated  for  the  Endowment 
provide  a  small  but  critical  part  of  the  country's  total  support  for  the  arts.  Even 
more  important,  however,  they  stimulate  support  from  others  by  providing 
grants  that  must  be  matched  with  other  moneys.  In  the  past  year  nearly  4,500 
grants  were  made,  reaching  a  great  many  local  communities  in  every  region  of 
the  country. 

Today,  I  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  I  intend  to  seek  full  funding  of  the 
Cultural  Challenge  Grant  program  of  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts. 
This  program  would  raise  the  level  and  broaden  the  base  of  on-going  financial 
support  for  the  arts  from  non-Federal  sources.*  I  will  request  $12  million  for 
this  program  for  FY  77,  $18  million  for  FY  78,  and  $20  million  for  FY  79— a 
total  of  $50  million  over  the  3  years.  These  Federal  funds  must  be  matched  at 
least  3  to  1  by  non-Federal  funds  for  the  arts.  Thus,  the  Cultural  Challenge  Grant 
program  holds  out  the  prospect  of  $200  million  in  new  funds  for  cultural  insti- 
tutions over  the  3-year  period. 

This  program  will  enhance  the  public  and  private  sector  partnership  that  now 
helps  support  the  arts.  The  program  is  consistent  with  my  position  that  the 
Federal  Government  should  encourage,  but  not  completely  subsidize,  the  arts. 
I  fear  that  total  subsidization  might  bring  with  it  the  attendant  problems  of 
control  and  censorship. 

Over  the  years,  my  wife,  Betty,  has  been  an  influence  on  me  in  many  areas,  in- 
cluding the  arts.  She  has  showed  me  not  only  the  need  for  creativity  in  the  arts 
but  also  how  the  arts  can  enrich  the  lives  of  our  children  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

As  a  people  we  have  recognized  that  achievements  in  the  arts  are  vital  to  us 
all.  We  must  work  together  to  ensure  their  future.  The  country's  cultural  insti- 
tutions are  critical  to  this  pursuit— providing  centers  for  excellence  and  inspira- 
tion for  everyone,  but  especially  for  the  individual  artist  of  this  and  future  gen- 
erations, without  whom  there  can  be  no  art  at  all.  Providing  for  the  long-term 
stability  of  these  institutions,  enabling  them  to  become  even  more  vigorous,  and 
extending  their  activities  to  an  ever  larger  portion  of  our  people,  is  strong  in  the 
public  interest. 
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In  America's  third  century  the  arts  can  help  us  more  than  ever  before  to  fulfill 
the  humane  values  of  our  country's  dedication — extending  the  vision,  enriching 
the  minds,  and  raising  the  spirits  of  all  Americans  and  all  peoples  everywhere. 


900 

Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Presidential  Medal  of 
Freedom  to  Martha  Graham.     October  14,  1976 

Martha  and  distinguished  guests: 

It's  v^onderful  to  have  you  here  tonight.  And  let  me  say  at  the  outset,  I 
apologize  for  being  a  little  late.  I  had  a  friendly  engagement  w^ith  some  of  my 
friends  from  the  press  here.  [Laughter'] 

But  it's  nice  to  have  you  here.  And  particularly  in  this  Bicentennial  Year,  I 
think  each  of  us  has  celebrated  the  spirit  and  the  vitality  of  the  United  States. 
And  the  person  v^e  are  honoring  tonight,  Martha  Graham,  has  been  doing  that 
for  as  long  as  most  of  us,  can  remember. 

When  Martha  Graham  began  her  career  in  modern  dance — and  I  have 
become  a  better  authority  on  it  since  I  married  Betty — [laughter] — she  has  not 
only  raised  people's  eyebrov^s  but  she  has  raised  sights.  A  true  pioneer,  she 
continually  broke  new  ground  and  challenged  old  assumptions. 

Her  innovations  w^ere  so  original  that  one  startled  traditionalist  w^as  reported 
to  have  said,  "How^  long  do  you  intend,  Martha,  to  keep  this  up  ?"  I  think  today 
America  is  very  thankful  that  she  is  still  keeping  it  up,  and  we  congratulate  her. 

Martha  Graham  has  not  only  expanded  the  horizons  of  modern  dance  but 
she  also  moved  inward  to  convey  the  deepest  types  of  emotion.  In  doing  so,  she 
created  what  one  critic  labeled,  and  I  quote,  "an  original  way  of  communica- 
tion." Long  before  the  phrase  "body  language,"  Martha,  entered  our  vocabulary, 
Martha  Graham  was  using  the  human  form  to  express  human  feelings. 

Martha  Graham's  name,  we  all  recognize,  has  become  synonymous  with 
modern  dance.  In  addition  to  her  work  as  a  performer  and  a  choreographer, 
she  has  provided  inspiration  and  counseling  to  generations  of  young  people, 
including  Miss  Betty  Bloomer  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  [Laughter] 

Her  pupils  learn  that  self-discipline  is  not  an  obstacle  to  creativity,  but  a 
vehicle;  that  hard  work  does  not  distract  from  inspiration,  but  rather  allows  it 
to  reach  its  fullest  dimension.  And  most  of  all,  they  learn  to  meet  a  situation 
with  courage  and  complete  honesty. 

Over  the  years  as  a  great  dancer,  Martha  Graham  has  received  many,  many 
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awards.  Tonight,  she  receives  an  award  as  a  truly  great  American.  Her  visits 
abroad  have  given  the  word  real  meaning — "ambassador.'*  She  has  shown  very 
clearly  to  all  the  world  what  is  possible  when  personal  genius  is  allowed  to 
flourish  under  artistic  and  political  freedom. 

In  America  the  arts  have  blossomed,  and  we  are  justly  proud  of  the  great 
strides  that  we  have  made.  Last  year  in  the  arena  of  dance  alone,  there  were 
more  than  four  times  as  many  professional  dance  companies  as  there  were  in 
1965. 

But  the  continued  survival  and  the  continued  growth  of  the  arts  in  America 
requires  more  than  just  the  genius  of  the  artist.  It  also  requires  the  foresight,  the 
generosity  of  both  public  and  private  sectors  in  order  to  have  adequate  support. 

Tonight,  I  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  I  intend  to  seek  full  funding  for 
the  Cultural  Challenge  Grant  program  over  the  next  3  years.  This  will  provide 
$12  million  in  new  Federal  moneys  for  the  arts  next  year  and  approximately  $50 
million  over  the  next  3  years.  Because  these  grants  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
one  Federal  dollar  for  every  three  raised  from  other  sources,  it  can  serve  to  gen- 
erate $200  million  in  new  support  for  the  arts. 

Many,  many  people  in  this  audience  tonight  were  instrumental  in  providing 
the  financial  support  that  enabled  Martha  Graham's  dance  troupe  to  inspire 
America  and  truly  to  inspire  the  world.  Let  me  assure  you  that  we  in  the  Federal 
Government  are  going  to  do  our  part,  Martha,  to  encourage  the  Martha  Gra- 
hams of  the  future. 

Tonight,  however,  there  is  only  one  Martha  Graham  and  all  of  America  is 
very,  very  proud  of  her.  And  now,  Martha,  would  you  please  join  me  here. 

Martha,  it  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  present  to  you  one  of  our  Na- 
tion's highest  honors,  the  Medal  of  Freedom.  And  let  me  read,  if  I  might,  the 
citation  before  I  actually  put  the  sash  in  the  appropriate  place.  The  citation  reads 
as  follows: 

{At  this  point,  the  President  read  the  citation,  the  text  of  which  follows:] 

The  President  of  the  United  States 

OF  America 

Awards  This 

Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom 

With  Distinction 

to 
Martha  Graham 

Dancer,  teacher,  and  choreographer,  Martha  Graham  has  captivated  the  world  with  her  magic  and  has 
left  a  legacy  of  imagination  with  all  who  have  witnessed  her  talent.  Her  energy,  creativity  and  daring  have 
opened  new  doors  of  expression  in  dance.  Her  followers  and  friends  adore  her,  and  her  country,  the  United 
States  of  America,  is  proud  to  proclaim  her  a  brilliant  star  and  a  National  treasure. 
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Martha  and  I,  as  well  as  Betty,  decided  that  we  wouldn't  try  to  pin  this  medal 
on  her  tonight,  but  we  did  think  you  might  like  to  see  it,  and  it  will  be  hers.  And 
we  are  honored  that  you're  here,  and  it's  a  great  tribute  to  you.  And  all  Ameri- 
cans are  deeply  grateful  for  your  many,  many  contributions,  Martha. 

Miss  Graham.  Mr.  President  and  my  dear,  very  dear  Betty,  this  is  an  over- 
whelming moment,  and  there  is  very  little  to  say  even  if  you  have  an  Irish  tongue 
that  my  grandmother  said  was  hung  in  the  middle.  [Laughter^ 

It's  a  little  difficult  for  me  to  talk  on  such  an  occasion,  but  America  has  stood 
with  me.  I  did  not  leave;  I  did  not  go  to  any  country  until  I  felt  I  had  something 
to  say  from  here,  and  there  is  one  woman  here  tonight  who  gave  me  my  first 
chance.  She  signed  a  conote.  She  was  a  comaker  on  a  bank,  the  National  City 
Bank.  Her  name  is  Frances  Steloff. 

I  had  to  have  two  comakers,  and  then  I  paid  it  off.  And  it  was  $1,000,  and  it 
was  a  tremendous  amount  of  money.  And  then,  about  2  years  later,  I  had  only 
one  comaker.  Then  I  didn't  have  to  have  any.  And  then,  finally  when  I  didn't 
borrow  any  more,  they  came  and  asked  me  why  I  didn't  borrow.  [Laughter'] 

But  when  the  President  said  this  lady  had  said,  "How  long  will  you  keep  this 
up,  Martha  ?" — it  is  dreadful,  dreadful.  She  had  seen  me  in  Denis-Shawn  ^  during 
the  floating  period.  And  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  that  period,  but  time  does  not 
stand  still.  She  said  this  to  me.  I  said,  "I  will  keep  it  up  as  long  as  I  have  an 
audience." 

I  am  dependent  on  those  people  to  support  me,  and  I  can  only  say  that  they 
have,  individually  and  my  Government.  And  I  am  so  happy  about  your  news  to- 
night and  your  endowment  of  the  arts,  because  there  is  a  saying  in  Asia,  "They 
had  no  poet  so  they  died."  In  other  words,  the  city,  the  country  had  no  one  to 
sing  or  to  dance  their  imagination  and  their  dreams  and  their  faith,  so  they  dis- 
appeared from  the  memory  of  man. 

And  I  like  to  feel  that  those  of  us  who  are  dancers  have  contributed  toward 
a  singing  voice  that  will  go  on  for  a  long  time,  and  this  is  the  first  wonderful 
big  step,  and  I  thank  you. 

The  President.  May  I  offer  a  toast  on  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself  to  our  super- 
star and  a  person  that  truly  deserves  the  Medal  of  Freedom — Martha  Graham. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:13  p.m.  at  a  ceremony  in  the  State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House. 
^  Ruth  St.  Denis  and  Ted  Shawn,  American  dancers  and  choreographers. 
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901 

Statement  on  Signing  Legislation  Establishing  an  Office  of  the 
Inspector  General  Within  the  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare.     October  15,  1976 

I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  11347,  a  bill  that  would  establish  within  the  Department 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  an  Office  of  the  Inspector  General  to  conduct 
and  supervise  audits  and  investigations  relating  to  the  programs  and  operations 
of  the  Department. 

Secretary  Mathews  and  I  share  the  concern  of  the  Congress  and  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  for  the  honest  and  efficient  conduct  of  government  programs.  Prior 
to  the  passage  of  this  legislation,  the  Secretary  had  moved  to  establish  a  central- 
ized investigative  arm  within  his  own  office  to  give  effect  to  this  concern.  The 
new  law  will  now  enable  me  to  appoint  an  Inspector  General  for  the  Department. 

Under  the  Secretary's  supervision,  the  Inspector  General  will  lead  the  De- 
partment's investigative  activities.  He. will  keep  the  Secretary  and  the  Congress 
appropriately  informed  on  the  necessity  and  progress  of  action  needed  to  cor- 
rect program  abuse  or  assure  the  economical  and  efficient  management  of  the 
Department's  programs. 

In  implementing  this  law,  I  want  to  emphasize  my  complete  agreement  with 
the  intent  of  the  Congress,  as  expressed  in  the  bill,  that  the  Inspector  General 
and  his  Deputy  be  appointed  solely  on  the  basis  of  integrity  and  demonstrated 
ability,  without  regard  to  political  affiliation. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  11347,  approved  October  15,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-505  (90  Stat.  2429). 

902 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  International  Olympic 
Committee  on  the  1980  Winter  Olympics. 
October  15,  1976 

Dear  Lord  Killanin: 

The  Olympic  Games  are  a  major  symbol  of  international  goodwill  and  uni- 
versal hopes  for  world  peace.  Throughout  their  modern  history,  however,  the 
Olympics  have  been  periodically  threatened  by  narrow  political  interests.  Recent 
events  portend  another  era  of  peril  for  the  Olympic  movement. 

I  assure  you  that  the  United  States  does  not  condone  this  abuse  of  the  Olympic 
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ideal.  In  a  recent  ceremony  with  American  atliletes  who  participated  in  the 
Summer  Games,  I  pledged  that  every  team  recognized  by  the  International 
Olympic  Committee  will  be  welcomed  at  Lake  Placid  in  1980.  I  repeat  that 
pledge  to  you. 

I  would  hope  that  the  IOC  will  continue  to  urge  all  nations  to  refrain  from 
political  interference  in  the  Games. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

[Lord  Michael  Killanin,  President,  International  Olympic  Committee,  Hotel  Princess  Sofia,  Place  Pio  #12, 
Barcelona,  Spain] 


903 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Veterans'  Education  and 
Employment  Assistance  Act  of  1976. 
October  15,  1976 

I  AM  signing  into  law  today  S.  969,  the  Veterans'  Education  and  Employment 
Assistance  Act  of  1976.  This  bill  marks  a  new  era  in  our  Nation's  programs  of 
education  assistance  for  veterans. 

S.  969  brings  to  an  end  the  GI  bill  program  enacted  a  decade  ago  for  post- 
Korean  and  Vietnam-era  veterans  as  were  GI  bill  education  programs  for  World 
War  II  and  Korean  veterans  at  the  termination  of  those  conflicts.  This  legisla- 
tion makes  an  equitable  distinction  between  those  who  have  been  required  to 
perform  military  service  and  those  who  in  the  future  choose  to  serve  in  the  all- 
voliinteer  Armed  Forces.  The  termination  of  the  existing  GI  bill  program  will 
not  affect  the  eligibility  of  Vietnam  veterans  already  discharged  or  those  pres- 
ently serving  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Effective  January  1, 1977,  individuals  entering  the  Armed  Forces  will  be  eligi- 
ble to  participate  in  a  new  contributory  program  under  which  the  Veterans 
Administration  will  make  matching  contributions  for  those  veterans  who  wish 
to  pursue  educational  programs. 

S.  969  also  provides  for  an  8-percent  increase  in  GI  bill  benefits,  effective  Oc- 
tober 1,  1976,  and  contains  a  number  of  provisions  that  will  aid  the  Veterans 
Administration  in  improving  the  administration  of  its  education  programs  and 
eliminating  abuses. 

S.  969  purports  to  provide  a  mechanism  for  possible  extension  of  the  new  con- 
tributory education  program  beyond  the  authorized  period  of  5  years.  This 
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would  require  affirmative  action  by  the  President  in  recommending  an  exten- 
sion subject  to  a  "one-house  veto"  provision.  As  I  have  stated  on  previous  occa- 
sions and  reiterate  again,  provisions  for  reviev^  of  executive  actions  by 
resolutions  of  one  House  are  unconstitutional.  In  the  context  of  the  instant 
legislation,  this  provision — a  nullity — is  severable  from  the  balance  of  the  bill. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  969,  approved  October  15,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-502  (90  Stat.  2383). 

904 

Remarks  at  Iowa  State  University  in  Ames. 
October  13,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Bob  Ray,  Dr.  Parkj,  Mrs.  Peterson,  Jill 
Wagner,  Congressman  Grassley,  Mayor  Fellinger,  Ken  Fuller,  students,  faculty, 
and  guests: 

It's  great  to  be  in  Ohio — Iowa  State.  [Laughter]  You  know^  w^e  Michiganders 
have  Ohio  State  on  our  mind.  But  it  is  great  to  be  at  lov^a  State  University.  This 
university  has  a  long,  long  tradition  of  excellence  in  agricultural  education, 
training,  and  research,  and  you  have  a  pretty  good  football  team,  too.  You  score 
a  lot  of  touchdov^ns.  I  congratulate  you.  But  we're  going  to  score  a  lot  of  touch- 
downs for  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  next  4  years,  also. 

fust  3  days  ago,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  released  its  October  forecast 
predicting  the  second  largest  wheat  crop  and  the  largest  corn  crop  in  American 
history.  This  new  record  will  be  achieved  in  spite  of  serious  drought  conditions 
in  many  areas  of  this  great  country. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  in  the  heart  of  America  to  see  some  of  that  bumper  crop 
being  harvested  this  afternoon.  We  are  all  proud  of  you  wherever  we  come  from 
in  the  United  States  of  America.  This  record  corn  crop  is  a  graphic  illustration 
of  an  overriding  nonpolitical  fact  that  transcends  all  the  noise,  the  rhetoric  of 
this  election  year.  America  is  blessed  with  farmlands  and  farm  know-how  un- 
equaled  anyplace  on  this  Earth.  The  corn  belt  and  the  other  great  growing  areas 
of  our  bountiful  country  are  renewable,  nondepleting  assets  worth  far  more  than 
all  the  diamonds  in  Africa,  all  the  oil  of  the  Middle  East,  and  all  the  gold  in 
Fort  Knox. 

Today,  a  single  American  farmer  can  feed  56  people.  No  other  nation  comes 
close  to  that  record.  The  Soviet  Union  has  one-third  of  its  people  engaged  in 
agriculture  and  they  f requendy  fall  short  of  their  needs. 
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American  agriculture  has  maintained  an  average  of  a  6-percent  increase  in 
productivity  year  after  year.  No  other  segment  of  our  society,  or  any  other  so- 
ciety, has  been  able  to  do  that  v^ell.  And  I  congratulate  you  on  behalf  of  215 
million  Americans. 

You  have  been  so  successful  because  you've  used  your  own  ingenuity,  your 
ov^n  inventiveness,  your  ov^n  initiative  to  produce  the  finest  and  the  most 
abundant  food  and  fiber  throughout  the  world.  If  you  are  to  continue  meeting 
the  needs  of  this  country  and  our  trading  partners  throughout  the  world,  you 
must  continue  to  have  this  kind  of  freedom — freedom  from  the  meddling  hand 
and  the  long  arm  of  an  arbitrary,  autocratic  government. 

What  are  the  results  of  this  policy  ?  Average  farm  income  over  the  last  3  years 
has  been  higher  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  America.  For  the  farmer  in 
Iowa,  total  net  income  on  the  average  has  risen  from  about  $6,900  in  1965  to 
about  $14,800  in  1975.  You  no  longer  have  heavy  Government-held  surpluses 
hanging  over  the  market  depressing  your  prices,  costing  the  taxpayers  $1  billion 
a  year — or  $3  million  a  day — in  storage  and  handling  fees. 

Instead  of  storing  grain  in  Government  bins,  we  are  selling  it  in  a  free  market 
in  record  volume.  Farm  exports  hit  a  record  of  $22  billion  in  the  last  fiscal  year, 
our  sixth  straight  year  of  record  farm  exports.  And  I  am  glad  to  say  that  exports 
are  expected  to  be  about  $22  biUion  again  in  this  fiscal  year. 

We  will  export  nearly  3  billion  bushels  of  wheat  and  feed  grains  in  this 
marketing  year,  an  alltime  record.  We  did  it  without  any  Government  board 
selling  your  exports,  as  some  countries  do.  And  under  a  Ford  administration, 
we  will  never  have  that  kind  of  arbitrary  action — a  Government  board  selling 
your  hard  work,  hard-earned  products  from  your  farms.  We  did  it  without  any 
international  reserve  where  this  country  could  be  outvoted  100  to  1. 

We  have  worked  out  a  long-term  agreement,  as  all  of  you  know,  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  which  commits  them  to  buy  at  least  6  million  metric  tons  of 
grain  every  year  for  the  next  5  years.  In  dollars  and  cents,  that's  at  least  $1  billion 
worth  of  grain  sales  every  12  months.  This  agreement  gives  us  a  stable,  long-term 
foreign  market.  It  assures  us  of  a  more  consistent  flow  of  payments  from  abroad. 
It  assures  the  American  farmer  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  be  a  steady  customer 
whether  they  have  good  crops  or  bad. 

In  the  past,  Soviet  grain  purchases  have  been  erratic,  secretive,  unpredictable, 
causing  prices  to  fluctuate  widely,  leaving  the  American  farmer  on  the  short 
end.  The  Soviets  have  already  bought  over  6^/4  million  metric  tons  of  wheat 
and  corn  for  the  first  year  of  this  agreement.  To  date,  we  have  sold  the  Soviet 
Union  more  than  8  million  metric  tons  of  grain  and  soybeans  from  this  year's 
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crop.  By  this  arrangement  the  private  marketing  system  has  not  only  been  pre- 
served but  it  has  been  strengthened. 

We  are  moving  in  the  right  direction  toward  greater  prosperity  for  the 
American  farmer,  and  v^e  v^ill  keep  moving  in  that  direction  in  the  next  4 
years.  These  good  sales,  good  prospects,  are  the  fruits  of  free  trade.  They  are 
also  the  benefits  of  peace  and  aggressive,  successful  negotiations.  They  are  the 
just  rew^ards  of  the  low^a  farmers'  hard  v^ork,  and  we  appreciate  it. 

In  Kansas  City  last  August,  I  said  that  we  would  never  use  the  bounty  of 
America's  farmers  as  a  pawn  in  international  diplomacy.  Today,  I  repeat  that 
statement.  I  also  said  in  Kansas  City  there  will  be  no  embargoes,  and  repeat  that 
statement  here  in  Ames  today. 

There  is  a  fundamental  difference  between  Mr.  Carter  and  me  on  that  ques- 
tion. In  an  interview  published  on  August  8, 1976,  Mr.  Carter  was  asked,  would 
you  favor  using  our  economic  leverage  to  get  the  Russians  to  cease  and  desist 
from  aggressive  actions  ?  Mr.  Carter  replied,  "Yes,  I  would."  In  our  second  debate, 
he  told  90  million  Americans  that  a  new  Arab  oil  embargo  would  amount  to 
an  economic  declaration  of  war  and  that  he  would  instantly  respond  with  a  total 
embargo  against  the  offending  country,  shipping  them  nothing,  including  food. 
Those  are  the  things  he  said  about  his  plans  for  your  products  in  the  future. 

But  more  important  is  what  Mr.  Carter  didn't  say.  When  he  made  his  ac- 
ceptance speech  at  the  Democratic  Convention  in  New  York  City  there  was  no 
mention  of  farm  policy,  not  once  in  40  minutes.  At  the  Republican  Convention, 
I  said,  "We  will  carry  out  a  farm  policy  that  assures  a  fair  market  price  for 
the  farmer,  encourages  full  production,  leads  to  record  exports  and  eases  the 
hunger  within  the  human  family."  I  think  you  like  my  comments  better  than 
his.  That  is  a  pledge  that  I  was  proud  to  make,  a  pledge  that  I  will  proudly 
carry  out  for  the  next  4  years. 

Despite  the  good  overall  record  I  mentioned  earlier,  some  farmers — yes,  too 
many — are  having  a  hard  time  of  it  right  now.  Cattle  prices  are  way  too  low. 
Wheat  prices  are  too  low.  The  weather  has  not  been  a  very  good  friend  to  a 
lot  of  farmers  in  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  other  parts  of 
our  great  country.  I've  already  done  something  about  the  cattle  situation.  I  tried 
earlier  this  year  to  halt  the  importation  of  foreign  beef  through  a  free  trade 
zone  in  Puerto  Rico.  Diplomatic,  administrative,  and  legal  roadblocks  pre- 
vented us  from  carrying  out  what  I  wanted  to  do  to  help  the  cattle  producer. 
I  then  went  to  the  Congress,  which  failed  to  act  on  my  request  to  curb  these 
imports. 

Therefore,  last  week  in  Dallas,  Texas,  I  signed  a  Presidential  proclamation 
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[4469]  to  limit  beef  imports  and  thereby  help  the  American  beef  industry.  I 
have  repeatedly  said  that  I  would  not  under  any  circumstances  permit  the 
United  States  to  become  a  dumping  grounds  for  foreign  beef. 

I've  already  done  something  about  Government  loan  rates  for  grains.  On 
Wednesday,  I  ordered  an  increase  in  the  Government  loan  rates  for  wheat 
from  $1.50  to  $2.25  a  bushel;  for  corn,  from  $1.25  to  $1.50.  These  adjustments, 
as  you  know  far  better  than  I,  will  permit  the  bumper  crops  to  be  marketed  in 
a  much  more  orderly  way,  and  will  help  farmers  to  properly  finance  next  year's 
plantings. 

And  I've  also  done  something  about  the  great  tradition  of  the  American  fam- 
ily farm.  Earlier  this  year  I  called  upon  the  Congress  to  increase  the  Federal 
estate  tax  exemption.  I  fought  hard  for  it  and  was  proud  to  sign  it  into  law  a 
few  days  ago.  This  increases  the  estate  tax  exemption  from  $60,000  to  the 
equivalent  of  $175,000.  This  new  law  also  permits  estate  tax  payments  on  family 
farms  to  be  stretched  out  over  an  extended  period.  These  tax  reforms  will  go 
a  long,  long  way  to  help  save  the  family  farm  from  the  Federal  tax  collector. 

But  I  must  add  one  other  comment.  Congress  failed  to  go  along  with  my 
proposal  to  permit  tax  exempt  transfers  from  spouse  to  spouse,  but  next  year 
Fm  going  to  put  the  pressure  on  the  Congress  and  will  keep  it  there  until  they 
do  something  about  this  situation. 

I'm  also  trying  to  do  something  about  the  drought.  [Laughter]  I've  just  signed 
legislation  authorizing  the  establishment,  for  the  first  time  in  American  history, 
of  a  national  policy  to  develop  new  methods  of  combating  the  crippling  drought 
conditions  that  have  cut  farm  production  far  too  frequently.  Under  this  new 
program,  the  Commerce  Department  will  conduct  research  and  develop  means 
of  modifying  the  effects  of  severe  weather  changes  to  protect  the  farmer. 

This  new  program,  with  some  extra  funding,  is  in  addition  to  the  increases 
that  I  approved  for  other  agriculture  research  and  development  in  this  year's 
budget  at  a  time  when  we  were  faced  with  serious  financial  problems  in  the 
Federal  Government,  at  a  time  when  I  kept  the  lid  on,  or  actually  cut  back  a 
number  of  Federal  programs.  But  agricultural  research  has  produced  wonders 
for  America  and  the  world,  and  we  must  continue  making  sound  investment  in 
research  and  development  in  agriculture  in  the  future  for  us  and  those  around 
the  world. 

Those  are  some  of  the  things  that  our  Government  can  and  should  do  to 
help  you.  The  Government  should  never  try  to  dictate  how  farmers  should 
farm.  I  have  faith  in  the  ability  of  America's  farmers  to  make  their  own  decisions, 
to  determine  what  and  how  much  they  will  plant.  As  long  as  I  am  your  Presi- 
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dent,  agriculture  will  have  an  understanding  friend  in  the  White  House  in  the 
Nation's  Capital. 

Of  course,  Mr.  Carter  says  he's  a  farmer's  friend,  too.  But  what  kind  of  a 
friend  is  he?  Mr.  Carter  wants  to  go  back  to  the  old  discredited  Government 
meddling  in  the  farmer's  affairs.  He  wants  to  build  up  a  stockpile  of  farm  sur- 
pluses once  again.  He  has  proposed  a  stockpile  of  25  million  metric  tons  of  grain 
with  half  of  it  to  be  held  in  Government  bins. 

His  underlying  philosophy  of  Government  interference  won't  change.  His 
philosophy  is  best  exemplified  by  the  Humphrey-Hawkins  bill,  embraced  by 
Mr.  Carter,  which  envisions  export  controls  and  licensing  unprecedented  in 
peacetime  economy. 

Mr.  Carter  does  have  a  strange  way  of  changing  his  accent  as  he  moves  about 
this  great  country.  [Laughter]  In  California,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Cesar  Cha- 
vez. In  Chicago,  he  sounds  like  Mayor  Daley.  In  New  York,  he  sounds  like 
Ralph  Nader.  In  Washington,  D.C.,  he  sounds  like  George  Meany.  Then  Mr. 
Carter  comes  to  the  farm  belt.  He  becomes  a  little  old  peanut  farmer.  [Laughter] 

The  President  has  to  take  the  same  position  wherever  he  goes,  and  that's  the 
kind  of  a  President  I've  been  and  will  continue  to  be  for  the  next  4  years. 

When  the  Agriculture  Department  was  created  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1862, 
its  motto  was  "Agriculture  is  the  foundation  of  manufacturing  and  commerce." 
It  was  true  then;  it  is  true  today.  The  farmer  is  the  mainspring  of  the  American 
economy.  U.S.  farm  exports  have  provided  the  foundation  for  our  economic 
recovery,  which  is  now  underway.  It  has  taken  mankind  countless  centuries 
to  reach  a  worldwide  population  of  4  billion,  but  just  35  years  from  now  there  will 
probably  be  4  billion  more  people  living  on  this  Earth. 

We  initiated  a  World  Food  Conference  in  Rome  in  1974,  and  one  of  our 
delegates  at  that  time  was  Senator  Bob  Dole,  who  will  be  the  next  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  At  that  Conference,  experts  concluded  that  the  United 
States,  Canada,  and  Australia  combined — the  three  biggest  food-exporting  coun- 
tries in  the  world— could  not  hope  to  meet  the  food  demands  of  the  world  if  the 
population  doubled  in  that  short  a  time.  Yet  we  must.  The  American  farmer 
can  do  anything  he  sets  out  to  do  if  the  Government  will  just  leave  him  alone. 

The  Ford  administration  and  the  American  farmer  share  the  same  ideals, 
the  same  confident  approach  to  the  future,  the  same  belief  in  our  land,  and 
the  same  concern  for  the  undernourished  and  starving  millions  throughout 
the  world.  You  and  I  together  stand  for  hard,  productive  work,  for  honesty, 
straight  talk,  and  basic  morality.  You  and  I  together  stand  for  lean,  responsive, 
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fiscally  sound  government.  And  you  and  I  together,  working  for  the  next  4 
years,  can  make  this  great  country  better  and  better  and  better.  Let's  do  it. 

We  believe  in  a  minimum  of  bureaucratic  control  over  farming.  We  believe 
in  agricultural  policies  geared  to  a  free  market  economy.  We  believe  that  the 
farmer  himself  should  decide  how  to  use  his  land,  his  capital,  and  his  labor  for 
a  profit. 

We  don't  believe  that  profit  should  be  capriciously  taxed  away  from  him  or 
his  family.  The  choice  is  clear.  Government  is  already  too  large,  too  powerful, 
too  costly,  and  too  deeply  involved  in  the  lives  of  every  American.  Mr.  Carter 
cannot  carry  out  his  promises  without  bigger  bureaucracies  and  higher  taxes. 

I  want  a  new  generation  of  freedom  in  America,  freedom  for  all  of  us  to  do 
what  we  want  to  do  and  what  we  ought  to  do.  The  kind  of  an  America  you 
want  and  I  want  is  an  abundant  America,  one  of  record  farm  income,  record 
crops,  record  exports,  and  record  acreage  back  into  production,  and  freedom 
for  the  farmer  to  make  his  own  decisions  and  to  reap  the  rewards  of  his  hard 
labor. 

I  have  come  here  today  to  ask  for  your  support  and  for  your  vote  on  Novem- 
ber 2.  You  know  where  I  stand.  I  will  not  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:22  p.m.  outside  Peterson,  president  of  the  Iowa  Board  of  Regents, 
Fisher  Theatre  on  the  Iowa  State  University  cam-  Representative  Charles  E.  Grassley  of  Iowa,  Mayor 
pus.   In   his   opening   remarks,   he   referred   to   Dr.  Lee  Fellinger  of  Ames,  and  Kenneth  R.  Fuller,  Re- 
Robert  Parks,  president,  and  Jill  Wagner,  student  publican  congressional  candidate, 
body  president,  Iowa  State  University,  Mary  Louise 
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Remarks  in  Ames,  Iowa,  Upon  Signing  Legislation  Extending 
the  Emergency  Livestock  Credit  Act.     October  15,  1976 

Distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I'm  glad  to  be  in  the  Iowa  version  of  the  Rose  Garden.  [Laughter^  I  don't 
think  they  can  say  we  are  hiding  out  in  the  Rose  Garden  in  Washington,  D.C., 
because  we're  in  the  beautiful  new  complex  of  the  Iowa  State  School  of  Vet- 
erinary Medicine,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  be  here. 

But  it's  also  a  great  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  be  able  to  sign  this  legislation 
which  extends  the  Emergency  Livestock  Credit  Act  through  Sepember  30, 
1978. 

American  agriculture  and  our  livestock  industry  in  particular  is  the  envy  of 
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the  world.  We  all  want  to  keep  this  industry  strong  so  that  our  farmers  and 
ranchers  can  continue  to  provide  the  food  that  America  needs. 

This  legislation  provides  a  useful  and  necessary  program  to  ensure  that  the 
livestock  industry  can  obtain  the  credit  it  needs  in  order  to  return  to  a  healthy 
and  a  stable  position. 

This  action  and  other  actions  I  have  recently  taken,  such  as  signing  the  much 
needed  packer  bonding  legislation  and  the  imposition  of  quotas  on  meat  im- 
ports, will  help  to  strengthen  the  American  Hvestock  industry.  I  consider  it 
critically  important  that  we  continue  to  provide  the  relief  to  the  livestock  in- 
dustry while  it  is  experiencing  the  current  economic  adversities. 

The  bill,  which  I  will  sign  very  shortly,  will  assist  livestock  producers,  pro- 
vide stability  in  the  marketplace,  and  help  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  meat 
for  the  American  consumer  at  reasonable  prices. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:   The  President   spoke  at  3:23   p.m.   at  the  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  15059)  is  Public  Law 

Iowa  State  University  College  of  Veterinary  Medi-       94-517  (90  Stat.  2446). 
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Telephone  Conversation  With  Senator  Robert  Dole 
Following  the  Vice-Presidential  Campaign  Debate. 
October  15,  1976 

The  President.  Bob  } 

Senator  Dole.  Yes,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  You  did  great.  And  Betty  and  I,  on  our  anniversary,  are  very, 
very  grateful  for  the  anniversary  present,  because  your  performance  was  superb. 
And  we  are  all  applauding  and  very,  very  proud  of  your  accomplishments. 

Senator  Dole.  I  am  very  proud  of  you,  Mr.  President,  and  I  hope  I  did  a  good 
job.  I  had  a  bad  cold,  but  I  guess  my  voice  held  out  long  enough. 

The  President.  You  were  confident.  You  hit  hard  but  hit  fairly.  And  you  dif- 
ferentiated the  issues,  I  think,  very  effectively  between  their  platform  and  ours, 
between  our  promises  and  theirs,  where  we  have  consistently  said  that  taxes 
ought  to  be  reduced,  and  they  have,  as  we  all  know,  played  both  sides  of  the 
street.  You  have  done  a  fine  job  in  showing  that  they  are  the  big  spenders,  and 
we  are  the  ones  that  think  we  should  spend  responsibly  and  effectively. 

And  I  think  the  most  telling  point  you  made — there  was  no  answer  by  Senator 
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Mondale — we  are  at  peace,  and  our  foreign  policy  has  achieved  it  and  will  main- 
tain it.  And  the  comment  you  made  to  the  effect  that  not  a  single  American  is 
fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  tonight  ought  to  give  great  reassurance  to  the 
American  people  that  our  policy  of  peace  through  strength  is  the  highest  policy 
of  morality  in  foreign  policy. 

Senator  Dole.  Mr.  President,  I  meant  that,  and  I  tried  to  say  it  as  best  I  could. 
And  I  think  a  great  deal  of  that  credit  goes  to  you.  We  are  at  peace  for  the  first 
time  in  a  long  time.  We  are  having  the  election  at  peace.  And  I  think  it  means  a 
great  deal  to  Americans,  mothers  and  fathers  and  young  people,  and  it  is  due 
to  your  leadership,  Mr.  President. 

I  wish  I  had  thought  of  some  of  the  other  things  you  mentioned,  but  you 
always  think  of  things— [laughter] 

The  President.  Let  me  say.  Bob,  you  thought  of  a  lot  of  very  effective  points. 
And  you  have  some  great  friends  here  from  the  State  of  Illinois — ^we  are  in 
Joliet— Chuck  Percy,  Bob  Michel 

Senator  Dole.  I  can  hear  Chuck  laughing.  Hi,  Chuck,  how  are  you  doing? 

The  President.  John  Anderson  is  here,  and  you  have  the  Illinois  delegation 
standing  tall  and  strong  with  you,  and  we  are  all  very  proud.  And  the  best 
to  Elizabeth. 

Senator  Dole.  I  have  Governor  Connally — he  is  standing  upstairs  talking 
to  Fred.  And  Mrs.  Connally  and  Elizabeth  went  upstairs  to  proclaim  victory. 

The  President.  I  think  you  did. 

Senator  Dole.  If  they  didn't  do  it,  I  was  going  to  do  it.  [Laughter]  Thank 
you  very  much,  Mr.  President.  Goodby. 

The  President.  You  were  great,  Bob.  Goodby. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:50  p.m.  from  the  who  was  in  the  stage  manager's  office  at  the  Alley 
Sheraton  Joliet  Inn  in  Joliet,  III.,  to  Senator  Dole,       Theater  in  Houston,  Tex. 
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Remarks  During  an  Illinois  Whistlestop  Tour. 
October  16,  1976 

[1.]    Joliet  (9:11  a.m.) 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  George.  Senator  Chuc\  Percy,  your  next  Governor, 
Jim  Thompson,  other  distinguished  Members  of  the  House,  and  some  wonder- 
ful guests  who  are  going  to  be  traveling  with  us  through  the  hectrtland  of 
Illinois: 
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Let  me  say  Betty  and  I  are  deeply  grateful  for  the  warm  welcome  we  had  last 
night  and  the  wonderful  welcome  here  today.  Our  anniversary  was  a  success 
because  of  all  of  you.  Thank  you. 

As  George  said,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  here  in  Joliet  a  few  years  ago.  I  think 
it's  significant  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  when  he  was  in  Joliet,  made  his  famous 
speech  that  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  succeed.  Jimmy  Carter  wants 
to  divide  America.  President  Ford  wants  to  heal  America,  and  that's  where 
we  are  going. 

Betty  and  I  are  here  and  starting  this  wonderful  trip  through  Illinois  because 
we  want  your  help  and  we  want  your  vote.  We've  restored  trust  to  the  White 
House.  We've  turned  the  economy  around,  and  we  have  peace.  And  not  a  single 
young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  today,  and  that's  progress. 
And  we  want  your  help. 

As  I  listen  and  I  read  about  Jimmy  Carter,  I  can't  help  but  come  to  the  con- 
clusion— and  I  think  you  will,  too — that  Jimmy  Carter  will  say  anything,  any- 
where to  be  President  of  the  United  States.  When  he's  in  California,  he  sounds 
like  Cesar  Chavez.  When  he's  in  Chicago,  he  sounds  like  Mayor  Daley.  When  he's 
in  New  York,  he  sounds  like  Ralph  Nader.  When  he's  in  Washington,  D.C.,  he 
sounds  like  my  good  friend  George  Meany.  He  wanders,  he  wavers,  he  wafHes, 
and  he  wiggles.  He  isn't  the  man  you  want  for  President  of  the  United  States. 

Let's  talk  very  quickly  about  three  subjects:  Taxes — President  Ford  believes 
that  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction,  and  Jerry  Ford  recommended  we're 
going  to  get  eventually  an  increase  in  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to 
$1,000.  That's  a  real,  meaningful,  important  tax  reduction,  and  that's  what  we 
stand  for. 

What  does  Jimmy  Carter  want  to  do  with  your  taxes  ?  Jimmy  Carter  says  he 
will  increase  taxes  for  all  people  with  a  median  income  and  on  up,  which  means 
that  anybody  who's  earning  $14,000  a  year  or  more  is  going  to  have  his  taxes 
increased  under  Jimmy  Carter.  Do  you  want  that  ? 

Jimmy  Carter  says  he's  going  to  increase  Federal  spending.  He  has  embraced 
the  Democratic  budget  and  the  Democratic  platform,  which  will  call  for  tax 
increases  or  spending  increases  of  $100  billion  a  year. 

Then  he  says  he's  going  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Government.  What  did  he 
do  in  Georgia?  He  was  Governor  for  4  years.  He  increased  the  number  of  State 
employees  by  over  25  percent.  He  increased  spending  by  over  50  percent.  He 
increased  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  Georgia  by  over  $200  million.  Could  you 
trust  him  to  reorganize  our  Federal  Government  ? 

But  let's  talk  about  defense.  Jimmy  Carter  on  two  occasions  said  he  would  cut 
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the  defense  budget  by  $15  billion.  And  then  he  had  the  gall  to  tell  the  American 
people,  90  million  of  them,  last  week  that  he  never  said  it.  Can  you  trust  him  ? 
Jimmy  Carter  says  he's  going  to  cut  defense  spending,  and  then  he  says  America 
can't  be  weak  any  more.  He  can't  have  it  both  ways. 

There  was  a  great,  great  President  a  few  years  ago  named  Teddy  Roosevelt. 
Teddy  Roosevelt  once  said,  "Speak  softly  and  carry  a  big  stick."  Jimmy  Carter 
wants  to  speak  loudly  and  carry  a  flyswatter. 

Jimmy  Carter  has  said  America  is  not  respected  any  more.  I  said  that  was 
slandering  the  United  States  and  215  million  Americans.  What  is  the  truth? 

Let  me  very  quickly  just  quote  from  some  of  the  distinguished  leaders  around 
the  world  and  what  they  say  about  the  United  States.  The  Prime  Minister  of 
Ireland  said,  "It  isn't" — ^he  said,  "The  ties  that  were  forged  between  us  are  today 
stronger  and  firmer  than  ever." 

President  Giscard  of  France  said,  and  I  quote,  "I  do  not  think  there  has  ever 
been  a  time  when  contacts  between  our  two  Governments  have  been  more  fre- 
quent, consultation  more  sustained,  and  cooperation  more  goodwilled." 

And  then  the  Chancellor  of  the  Government  of  West  Germany  said,  "At  no 
time  during  the  past  30  years  have  relations  between  our  countries  been  closer 
and  cooperation  more  trustful  and  direct  than  today." 

Jimmy  Carter  doesn't  know  what  he's  talking  about.  I  don't  think  you  should 
let  him  tear  down  the  respect  and  the  admiration  that  people  around  the  world 
have  for  this  great  country.  We  are  respected,  and  when  he  says  that  we  are  not 
respected  he  is  slandering  the  United  States  of  America. 

Well,  Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to  be  here.  We  thank  you  for  the  warm  recep- 
tion. We  need  your  help.  We  want  your  votes.  We  are  going  to  carry  Illinois  and 
win  November  2. 

Thank  you  very  much.  Have  a  good  day.  We  love  you.  We  will  be  back.  And 
in  the  meantime,  make  darn  sure  you  reelect  George  O'Brien,  Jim  Thompson, 
Sam  Young,  and  all  of  the  good  Republicans  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Thank  you. 

[2.]  PoNTiAc  (10:40  a.m.) 

THANK  YOU  all  very,  very  much. 

It's  great  to  be  in  Pontiac,  Bill  Harris'  hometown.  Let  me  introduce  some 
of  the  very  special  guests  we  have  on  "The  Honest  Abe"  special:  Senator  Chuck 
Percy;  Jim  Thompson,  the  next  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  of  course  you 
know  Bill  Harris — where  is  Bill  ?  There  he  is;  and  then  an  old  favorite  of  yours 
of  many,  many  years,  Les  Arends;  the  next  Congressman  from  this  district,  Tom 
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Cochran;  and  then  a  favorite  of  mine — [laughter] — Betty  Ford;  Ed,  how  are 
you  ?  Ed  Madigan,  a  fine,  fine  Congressman.  Reelect  him,  too. 

Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to  be  in  Pontiac,  Livingston  County.  We  had  a  good 
start  in  Joliet  this  morning.  I  couldn't  help  but  notice  that  Abe  Lincoln  made 
a  very  famous  statement  in  the  State  of  Illinois  just  a  few  years  ago  when  he 
said,  "A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand."  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to 
divide  America.  President  Ford  wants  to  heal  America,  and  that's  where  we're 
going. 

Betty  and  I  are  here  in  the  great  State  of  Illinois  because  we  want  your  help, 
we  need  your  vote.  With  your  help  we  are  going  to  carry  Illinois  on  November  2. 
And  we  hope  and  trust  that  we  can  do  it  emphatically  and  successfully  and 
win  that  election  for  the  good  of  America  on  November  2. 

I  can't  help  but  make  the  observation  that  Jimmy  Carter  will  say  anything, 
anywhere  to  be  President  of  the  United  States.  When  he's  in  California,  he 
sounds  like  Cesar  Chavez.  When  he's  in  Chicago,  he  sounds  like  Mayor  Daley. 
When  he's  in  New  York,  he  sounds  like  Bella  Abzug.  When  he's  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  he  sounds  like  George  Meany.  And  when  he  comes  to  Illinois, 
he  sounds  like  just  a  little  old  peanut  farmer.  [Laughter]  He  wavers,  he  wanders, 
he  wiggles,  and  he  waffles,  and  he  shouldn't  be  President  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  let  me  just  give  you  what  I  think  is  the  reason  Betty  and  I  can  come 
here  and  honestly  ask  you  for  your  support.  Since  I  have  been  President,  we 
have  restored  trust  and  confidence  in  the  White  House.  Since  I  have  been 
President,  we  have  turned  the  economy  around,  and  the  United  States  today 
is  on  a  surge  toward  the  kind  of  prosperity  that  we  expect  and  will  have  in  the 
4  years  under  President  Ford.  And  thirdly,  the  United  States  is  at  peace.  And 
I  am  proud  to  say  that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any 
foreign  soil  under  this  administration. 

One  other  very  important  point — taxes,  spending,  national  security.  Jerry 
Ford  believes  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction,  and  that's  why  I  recom- 
mended to  the  Congress  that  they  increase  your  personal  exemption  from 
$750  per  person  to  $1,000.  The  Congress  didn't  do  it,  but  we're  going  to  pressure 
them  to  do  it  in  1977,  and  we  will  keep  on  pressuring  them  until  they  do  do  it. 
Tax  reduction  is  the  best  tax  reform. 

Now,  what  does  Jimmy  Carter  want  to  do  about  your  taxes?  He  had  an 
interview  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  he  said  that  he  would  increase  taxes  on  all 
taxpayers  from  medium  income  on  up,  and  that  means  that  50  percent  of  the 
taxpayers  in  the  United  States  will  have  a  tax  increase  under  Jimmy  Carter. 

So,  the  issue  is  clear.  President  Ford  wants  to  reduce  the  middle-income 
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taxpayers'  obligations  to  the  Federal  Government.  Jimmy  Carter  says  he  will 
increase  them.  So  when  you  go  to  that  ballot  box,  think  about  how  you  can  get 
a  fair  shake  in  the  Federal  tax  payments  that  you  have  to  make. 

One  other  point:  I  think  we've  got  to  put  the  lid  on  Federal  spending.  Jimmy 
Carter  has  embraced  60-some  spending  programs  that  will  add  $100  billion  to 
$200  billion  annually  to  the  Federal  expenditure. 

Jimmy  Carter  also  says  he  wants  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Government. 
Let  me  point  this  out:  When  he  was  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  4  years, 
he  increased  the  number  of  State  employees  by  25  percent  or  more;  he  increased 
the  spending  by  the  State  of  Georgia  by  50  percent  or  more;  he  increased  the 
bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State  of  Georgia  by  over  $200  million.  Can  you 
trust  him  with  that  record  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Government?  I  don't 
think  you  can. 

Let  me  say  this:  Jimmy  Carter,  on  two  occasions,  has  made  pubUc  state- 
ments that  he  would  cut  defense  spending  by  $15  billion.  Of  course  he  denied 
it,  but  the  facts  are  he  did  say  it.  He  wants  now  to  cut  defense  spending  $7  to 
$9  billion,  or  $5  to  $6  billion.  At  the  same  time,  he  says  the  United  States  is 
not  strong  enough.  Now,  he  can't  have  it  both  ways. 

And  let  me  remind  you  of  a  statement  made  by  a  great  President  of  the 
United  States,  Teddy  Roosevelt,  who  once  said,  "Speak  softly  and  carry  a 
big  stick."  With  the  kind  of  cutbacks  in  defense  spending  that  Jimmy  Carter 
wants  to  make,  Jimmy  Carter,  in  effect,  is  saying  speak  loudly  and  carry  a 
flyswatter.  [Laughter] 

Jimmy  Carter  has  said  that  the  United  States,  our  country,  is  not  respected 
anymore  around  the  world.  That's  an  inaccurate  statement.  Every  single  leader 
in  the  free  world  has  said  that  relations  between  the  United  States  and  their 
country  is  good,  never  been  better.  And  when  Jimmy  Carter  says  that  your 
country  and  my  country  are  not  respected,  Jimmy  Carter  is  slandering  215 
million  Americans  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  we  shouldn't  stand 
for  it  and  we  won't. 

And  so  I  say  to  you,  Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to  be  in  the  Land  of  Lincoln, 
here  in  Pontiac,  Bill  Harris'  hometown. 

I  urge  you  to  elect  Jim  Thompson,  your  next  Governor.  I  urge  you  to  elect 
Bill  Harris.  I  urge  you  to  elect  Tom  Cochran.  I  urge  you  to  give  the  support 
to  the  kind  of  record  of  performance  that  we  have  given  to  you  in  the  last  2 
years.  And  I  say  Betty  and  Jerry  won't  let  you  down  during  the  next  4  years. 

Thank  you  very  much. 
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[3.]  Bloomington    (12:10  p.m.) 

GOOD  MORNING. 

Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to  be  in  the  great  State  of  IlHnois,  in  particular  in 
Bloomington  and  McLean  County.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Let  me  introduce  some  good  friends  of  yours,  good  friends  of  ours.  First,  your 
Senator,  Chuck  Percy;  then  the  next  Governor  of  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  Jim 
Thompson;  and  your  good  friend,  an  outstanding  Congressman,  Ed  Madigan, 
and  then  George  Lindberg,  your  State  comptroller — reelect  him.  And  then  Betty 
and  I  are  delighted  to  have  on  this  train  trip,  the  old  "Honest  Abe"  special — wt 
have  Les  Arends,  v^ho  served  you  so  w^ell.  We're  delighted  to  have  him — Les. 

Let  me  say  a  w^ord  or  tv^o.  As  I  said,  Betty  and  I  are  so  delighted  to  be  in 
Illinois.  We've  had  a  v^onderful  morning,  and  now  v^e  start  a  great  afternoon. 
Betty  and  I  celebrated  our  28th  anniversary  last  night  up  in  Joliet,  Indiana- 
Illinois.  We  are  here  because  we  feel  that  in  the  last  2  years  since  I've  been  your 
President,  v^e  have  turned  things  around  in  this  great  country.  We  have  restored 
trust,  honesty  to  the  White  House.  We've  turned  the  economy  around  from  the 
worst  recession  in  40  years  to  a  real  program  of  prosperity  for  the  future  in  Amer- 
ica- We've  achieved  the  peace,  and  we  have  the  military  capability  and  the  diplo- 
matic skill  to  keep  the  peace.  And  I  remind  you,  as  I  think  all  Americans  rec- 
ognize, that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign 
soil  tonight  or  today. 

So,  this  record  of  trust,  prosperity,  and  peace,  I  lay  alongside  the  record  of 
Jimmy  Carter  and  his  promises.  And  Jimmy  Carter,  it  seems  to  me,  as  he  goes 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other,  says  anything,  anywhere,  to  get  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States. 

When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  California,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Cesar  Chavez. 
When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  Chicago,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Mayor  Daley.  When 
Jimmy  Carter  is  in  New  York,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Bella  Abzug.  And  when  he 
comes  to  this  great  farm  land  of  Illinois,  he  tries  to  sound  like  just  a  little  old 
peanut  farmer.  [Laughter]  He  wanders,  he  wavers,  he  wiggles,  and  he  waffles. 
I  think  the  American  people  deserve  better  than  that. 

The  American  people  are  concerned  about  taxes.  President  Ford  believes  the 
best  tax  reform  is  a  tax  reduction.  President  Ford  recommended  to  the  Congress 
that  the  Congress  increase  your  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  The 
middle-income  taxpayer  has  been  shortchanged,  and  we're  going  to  change  it. 
Jimmy  Carter — he  wants  to  increase  Federal  taxes  for  all  people  from  medium 
income  on  up.  That  means  that  50  percent  of  the  taxpayers  of  this  country 
would  get  a  tax  increase  under  Jimmy  Carter.  Do  you  want  that  ? 
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Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  spend  more  Federal  money,  your  taxes  that  you've 
worked  hard  [for],  earned.  Jimmy  Carter  embraces  the  Democratic  platform 
which  calls  for  60-some  new  programs  that  would  add  $100  billion  minimum 
per  year  to  expenditures  by  the  Federal  Government.  Do  you  want  that  ? 

Jimmy  Carter  says  he's  going  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Government.  Well, 
let's  look  at  his  record  in  Georgia.  After  4  years  in  Georgia,  he  increased  State 
employees  by  over  25  percent,  he  increased  spending  in  the  State  of  Georgia 
by  over  50  percent,  and  he  added  $200  million  to  their  State  indebtedness.  With 
that  kind  of  a  record,  can  you  imagine  what  he  would  do  to  your  Federal 
Government  ? 

All  I  can  say  is,  if  you  like  Jimmy  Carter,  you  like  to  pay  taxes.  I  don't  think 
you  want  Jimmy  Carter  as  your  next  President  of  the  United  States. 

You  all  recognize  that  we  have  the  peace.  We  have  a  strong  Army,  Navy,  Air 
Force,  and  Marines.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  cut  the  Federal  budget  for  the  De- 
fense Department  by  $15  billion.  I  don't  think  that's  the  way  to  keep  America 
number  one.  I  think  that  would  weaken  America  in  our  efforts  to  maintain  the 
peace. 

Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  slash  the  programs  that  have  kept  the  peace  for  us 
and  will  keep  it  in  the  future.  With  that  kind  of  a  reduction  of  spending  for 
the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines — it  reminds  me  of  a  state- 
ment once  made  by  a  great  American  President,  Teddy  Roosevelt,  who  said, 
"Speak  sofdy  and  carry  a  big  stick."  Jimmy  Carter,  with  that  kind  of  a  reduc- 
tion for  our  military  establishment,  is  speaking  loudly  and  wants  to  carry  a 
flyswatter.  [Laughter] 

Jimmy  Carter  has  said  the  United  States  is  not  respected  anymore.  Heads  of 
government  from  all  over  the  world  believe  that  the  United  States  is  number 
one,  the  United  States  is  the  leader  in  the  world.  When  Jimmy  Carter  says  that 
the  United  States,  your  country  and  my  country,  is  not  respected,  he  is  slander- 
ing America,  and  I  don't  like  it. 

So  Betty  and  I  are  delighted  to  be  with  all  of  you  in  this  great  part  of  the 
United  States.  We  have  worked  hard.  We  think  we  have  a  record  of  perform- 
ance. We  are  here  to  ask  for  your  help  and  to  ask  for  your  vote  on  November  2. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Let  me  5ay,  before  I  have  an  opportunity  to  come  down  and  shake  hands 
with  all  you  wonderful  folks  from  Illinois,  that  your  Senator,  Chuck  Percy, 
is  going  to  introduce  some  outstanding  citizens  from  all  over  the  country 
who  have  come  and  joined  us  at  Joliet,  who  are  traveling  with  us  on  this  trip 
from  Joliet  down  south.  So,  while  some  of  us  start  over  here.  Chuck  is  going 
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to  introduce  them.  And  I  thank  them  for  joining  Betty  and  me,  indicating 
their  support  for  what  we've  done  and  what  we  will  do  to  make  a  better  America. 
We  will  be  down  there. 

[4.]    Lincoln  (1:29  p.m.) 

HI,  everybody.  It's  great  to  be  in  Pontiac.  I  have  just  been  corrected — Bloom- 
ington  and  Lincoln.  [Laughter] 

Let  me  say  on  behalf  of  Betty  that  we  have  had  a  delightful  day,  starting 
with  Joliet,  and  we're — great  to  be  here.  It's  just  wonderful  to  see  such  a  tremen- 
dous crowd.  Ed  Madigan,  your  outstanding  Congressman,  tells  me  there  are 
more  people  here  than  in  the  community  itself.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Before  saying  a  word  or  two— Betty  and  I  reiterate  our  appreciation— let 
me  introduce  some  people  who  have  joined  us  in  this  trip  through  the  heart- 
land of  Illinois.  First,  I'd  like  to  introduce  to  you  the  next  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  Jim  Thompson.  Let  me  add  how  grateful  I  am  that  Chuck 
Percy,  your  outstanding  United  States  Senator,  has  been  with  us  all  day  long. 
Thank  you.  Chuck. 

It  would  be  the  best  thing  for  the  State  of  Illinois  to  have  George  Lindberg, 
your  State  comptroller,  for  the  next  2  years— 4  years.  Then  it  is  so  wonderful 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  my  association  with  Ed  Madigan  when 
I  was  in  the  House  and  his  support  for  me  while  I've  been  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  appreciate.  He's  good  for  you,  he's  good  for  Illinois,  and  he's 
great  for  the  United  States. 

Let  me  take  just  a  minute  to  let  you  in  on  some  inside  information.  This 
morning  I  got  a  telegram  from  Governor  Carter,  who  is  attempting  to  clarify 
his  position  on  a  number  of  important  issues.  Specifically,  there  seems  to  be 
some  confusion  over  exactly  where  Jimmy  Carter  does  stand  on  a  number  of 
issues. 

I  sent  him  a  telegram  indicating  that  I'm  delighted  to  help  him  clarify  his 
position  on  such  important  issues  as  income  taxes,  the  deductibility  of  mortgage 
interest  payments.  Federal  spending  programs,  and  the  defense  budget.'  The 
Governor  denies  that  he  is  for  increasing  taxes  on  middle-income  families.  I 
pointed  out  to  him  that  in  an  interview  with  the  Associated  Press  he  specifically 
stated  that  he  wanted  to  increase  income  taxes  on  those  families  whose  income 
level  is  above  the  medium,  which  is  approximately  $14,000  per  year. 

I'm  against  increasing  anybody's  taxes;  I  think  we  should  cut  taxes  for  the 
American  people.  The  Governor  denied  that  he  had  advocated  eliminating  the 


^  See  Item  908. 
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deduction  for  homeowners'  interest  payments.  I  pointed  out  to  the  Governor  in 
my  telegram  that  last  February — last  February,  1976 — in  a  debate  sponsored  by 
the  League  of  Women  Voters,  he  stated  that  he  would  advocate  eliminating  the 
tax  deduction  for  interest  paid  on  home  mortgages.  President  Ford  is  against 
the  elimination  of  that  deduction  for  homeowners  on  their  mortgage  payments. 

Governor  Carter  denied  that  his  new  spending  program  would  cost  $100  bil- 
lion annually.  I  pointed  out  to  him  in  my  telegram  that  the  spending  programs 
proposed  in  the  Democratic  platform  that  Governor  Carter  helped  to  write 
would  probably  cost  close  to  $200  billion  annually.  Specifically,  such  proposals  as 
the  Humphrey-Hawkins  bill,  the  national  health  insurance  proposal,  the  Perkins 
education  bill,  a  negative  income  tax,  would  cost  approximately  $100  billion 
annually. 

I  firmly  believe  that  we  should  keep  a  lid  on  Federal  spending.  The  only  way 
to  hold  down  the  cost  of  living  is  to  hold  down  the  cost  of  Government.  I  would 
much  rather  give  tax  cuts  to  the  American  people  than  to  think  up  new  ways  to 
have  the  Federal  Government  spend  your  hard-earned  tax  dollars. 

Governor  Carter,  in  the  telegram  to  me,  stated  that  he  had  not  called  for  a 
$15  billion  reduction  in  the  defense  budget.  I  pointed  out  in  my  telegram  to  him 
that  in  March  of  1975,  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  again  in  a  press  conference  in 
Los  Angeles,  California,  he  called  for  a  $15  billion  reduction  in  the  defense 
budget. 

I  firmly  believe  that  it's  in  our  national  interest,  I  strongly  believe  that  in 
order  to  keep  peace  throughout  the  world,  the  United  States  must  remain  num- 
ber one.  And  you  can't  stay  number  one  with  a  $15  billion  reduction  in  the 
defense  budget. 

We  cannot  preserve  our  independence  and  provide  help  and  assistance  for 
freedom  around  the  world,  defend  our  own  national  interest,  unless  we  are 
willing  to  have  the  finest  military  capability  tJiat  the  American  people  can  buy. 
And  under  President  Ford,  we  are  number  one,  and  under  President  Ford  for 
the  next  4  years,  we  are  going  to  stay  number  one. 

I  also  suggested  to  Governor  Carter  that  he  might  want  to  clarify  his  position 
on  a  number  of  other  issues  that  are  of  interest  to  the  American  people.  First, 
does  he  really  believe,  as  he  said  in  an  interview  with  Liberty  Magazine,  that 
church  property  should  be  taxed  ?  Number  two,  does  he  agree  with  his  own 
economic  adviser  that  his  economic  programs  would  lead  to  additional  inflation  ? 
Does  he  really  believe  that  our  Nation  is  not  strong  enough?  Does  he  really 
believe,  as  he  stated  in  San  Francisco,  that  America  is  no  longer  respected  ?  And 
I  closed,  in  my  telegram  to  Governor  Carter,  by  saying  that  I  eagerly  await  his 
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response  to  these  questions,  and  I  look  forward  to  our  next  debate  in  Williams- 
burg, Virginia. 

Betty  and  I  have  loved  the  opportunity  to  be  in  Illinois.  We  are  here  because 
w^e  want  your  help.  We  are  here  because  we  want  to  carry  Illinois.  We  believe 
with  the  warm  and  friendly  receptions  that  we  have  gotten  in  Illinois  that  we're 
going  to  carry  Illinois,  and  we're  going  to  win  on  November  2. 

For  the  last  2  years,  since  I've  had  the  honor  of  being  President  of  the  United 
States,  we  have  restored  trust — ^we  have  restored  trust  in  the  White  House — we 
have  turned  the  economy  around,  and  we  are  on  the  way  to  real  prosperity  in 
America.  We  have  peace,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  not  a  single  young  Ameri- 
can is  fighting  and  dying  on  foreign  soil  today.  That's  a  record  of  performance, 
and  I  ask  you  to  match  that  against  the  promises  of  Jinimy  Carter. 

Jimmy  Carter — when  he  goes  to  California,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Cesar  Chavez. 
When  Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  Chicago,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Mayor  Daley.  When 
Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  New  York,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Bella  Abzug.  When  he 
comes  to  Illinois,  he  tries  to  sound  just  like  a  little  old  peanut  farmer.  [Laugh- 
ter] Jimmy  Carter  wavers  and  wanders,  he  wiggles  and  he  waffles. 

Let  me  say  the  issues  that  we  face  today  are  taxes.  The  best  tax  reform  I  know 
is  tax  reduction.  As  I  said  in  that  telegram,  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  increase 
taxes  for  all  above  the  medium  income,  which  means  that  50  percent  of  the  tax- 
payers of  this  country  will  have  a  tax  increase. 

The  issue  of  spending  is  a  very  pertinent  one  because  that's  your  hard-earned 
tax  dollar.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  increase  spending.  President  Ford  wants  to 
keep  a  lid  on  Federal  spending. 

Jimmy  Carter  says  he  wants  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Government.  Well,  let's 
look  at  how  he  did  it  in  Georgia.  In  Georgia,  after  4  years,  he  increased  the 
number  of  State  employees  by  25  percent  or  more.  He  increased  the  spending 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  by  50  percent  or  more.  He  increased  the  indebtedness  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  by  over  $200  million.  With  that  kind  of  a  record,  do  you 
want  to  trust  him  to  reorganize  your  Federal  Government  ? 

If  you  like  Jimmy  Carter,  you  like  more  taxes.  I  don't  think  the  American 
people  want  more  taxes.  They  want  reduced  taxes,  and  they  will  get,  as  they 
have  gotten,  under  President  Ford. 

Let  me  just  conclude  by  saying  that  Betty  and  I  love  being  here.  We  love  our 
country,  as  all  of  you  do. 

When  Jimmy  Carter  says  that  the  United  States,  our  country,  is  not  respected 
anymore,  that's  not  true,  because  leaders  of  the  free  world,  the  people  of  the  free 
world  do  respect  the  United  States.  And  when  Jimmy  Carter  says  our  country 
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is  not  respected,  he  is  slandering  America.  I  don't  like  it,  and  you  don't  like  it, 
and  he  is  not  going  to  be  President  for  the  next  4  years. 

I  am  going  to  come  down  and  have  the  privilege  and  honor  of  shaking  hands 
w^ith  as  many  of  you  as  I  possibly  can.  But  v^hile  ^t  are  doing  that,  v^hile  I  am 
trying  to  do  that,  vjt  have  some  very  honored  and  very  prominent  and  special 
guests  on  board  this  train  vi^ho  have  come  from  faraw^ay  places  in  our  country 
to  shov^  their  support  for  me.  I  am  going  to  ask  your  outstanding  United  States 
Senator,  Chuck  Percy,  to  introduce  them  to  you,  and  then  they  v^ill  come  and 
join  me  in  extending  the  v^arm  hand  of  friendship  to  all  of  you — Chuck. 

[After  greeting  members  of  the  community  welcoming  committee  and  members  of 
the  audience,  the  President  departed  Lincoln  Station  for  the  Hotel  Lincoln,  where  he 
participated  in  an  informal  luncheon  meeting  with  Illinois  newspaper  publishers,  executive 
editors,  and  State  media  executive s.\ 

[5.]  Springfield  (4:03  p.m.) 

LET  ME  introduce  a  few  of  my  very,  very  good  friends,  and  a  special  one.  We 
celebrated  our  28th  anniversary  last  night  in  the  great  State  of  Illinois.  I  want 
you  to  know  my  bride,  Betty  Ford. 

This  is  my  third  visit  to  Springfield  in  the  time  that  I've  been  President.  But 
before  making  a  few  observations  and  comments,  let  me  introduce  some  people 
that  you  know,  that  I  know  you  want  to  support;  first,  my  good  friend,  your 
Senator,  Chuck  Percy.  And  let  me  introduce  to  you — I  shouldn't  have  to— but 
I  want  you  to  know  that  it's  important  for  this  district,  for  the  State  of  Illinois, 
and  for  the  United  States  that  you  reelect  your  Congressman,  Paul  Findley.  And 
can  I  give  you  some  good,  sound,  friendly  advice  ?  I  think  you  ought  to  elect  an 
outstanding  candidate  who  will  be  a  great  Governor— Jim  Thompson.  And  then 
I  think  it  would  be  great  if  you  also  did  the  same  thing  for  George  Lindberg, 
as  State  comptroller. 

As  I  said  at  the  outset,  it's  great  to  be  in  Springfield  and  in  Illinois.  We  have 
had  a  wonderful  day  coming  from  Joliet.  Betty  and  I  are  here  because  we  want 
your  help.  We  think  we  have  a  record  of  performance,  a  record  that  shows  that 
we  have  restored  confidence  and  trust  in  the  White  House.  We  have  turned 
the  economy  around  from  the  worst  recession  in  the  last  40  years.  And  right 
today,  we  are  on  the  road  and  a  path  toward  real  prosperity  not  only  for  1977 
but  the  kind  of  prosperity  that  will  be  good  for  America  for  a  long,  long  time. 
And  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  every  American  who  wants  to  work  has  a  job. 

But  also  we  have  peace,  and  we  have  the  military  capability  and  the  diplomatic 
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skill  to  keep  the  peace.  And  I  am  very  proud  that  not  a  single  young  American 
is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  today.  That's  a  good  record. 

So,  in  the  last  2  years  plus,  we  have  restored  trust  in  the  White  House.  We 
are  on  the  road  to  real  prosperity,  and  w^e  have  peace.  That's  a  record  of  per- 
formance. I  lay  that  alongside  of  the  promises  made  by  Jimmy  Carter.  It  seems 
to  me  that  Jimmy  Carter  will  say  anything,  anywhere  to  get  to  be  President  of 
the  United  States.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  California,  he  sounds  like  he  is  try- 
ing to  be  Cesar  Chavez.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  Chicago,  he  tries  to  sound  like 
Mayor  Daley.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  New  York,  he  tries  to  sound  like  Bella 
Abzug.  But  when  Jimmy  Carter  comes  down  to  Illinois,  downstate,  Jimmy 
Carter  tries  to  tell  you  he  is  just  a  little  old  peanut  farmer.  [Laughter] 

Jimmy  Carter— he  wanders,  he  wavers,  he  wiggles,  and  he  wafHes.  [Laughter] 
I  think  you  deserve  a  better  candidate  for  the  Presidency  than  Jimmy  Carter, 
and  Jerry  Ford  is  the  candidate  that  I  want  you  to  support  on  November  2. 

I  believe  that  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction,  and  Jerry  Ford  tried  to 
get  it  for  you  with  an  increase  in  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 
That  would  be  good,  sound  tax  relief,  tax  reduction,  for  the  middle-income 
taxpayer  who  has  been  shortchanged  by  the  Democratic  Congress.  Jimmy 
Carter — he  wants  to  increase  taxes  for  the  individuals  who  will  go  from  the 
median  income  on  up.  That  means  that  under  Jimmy  Carter's  platform,  Jimmy 
Carter  will  increase  the  taxes  of  50  percent  of  the  Federal  taxpayers  in  America. 

Let  me  tell  you,  if  you  like  Jimmy  Carter,  you  like  taxes.  I  think  you  prefer 
Jerry  Ford,  who  wants  to  reduce  your  middle-income  taxes.  A  big  issue,  a 
major  difference  between  Jimmy  Carter  and  myself — I  think  we've  got  to  keep 
a  lid  on  Federal  spending.  I  think  the  Federal  Government  has  to  pull  in  its 
belt  and  stop  spending  your  money  as  recklessly  as  we  have. 

Jimmy  Carter  embraces  the  Democratic  platform,  which  calls  for  60  new 
programs  that  will  spend  a  minimum  of  $100  billion  more  each  year.  And  if  you 
cost  them  all  out,  it  will  probably  cost  you  $200  billion  more  a  year.  I  don't  think 
the  American  people  want  that  kind  of  spending,  which  means  more  inflation 
and  more  taxes. 

But  Jimmy  says,  well,  he's  going  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Government. 
Jimmy  Carter,  when  he  was  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  told  the  people 
of  Georgia  the  same  thing.  What  happened  ?  Well,  in  4  years,  he  increased  the 
number  of  State  employees  by  over  25  percent,  he  increased  the  spending  by 
over  50  percent,  and  he  added  to  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  Georgia  by  $200 
million. 
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Well,  with  that  kind  of  record  in  Georgia,  I  think  it  would  be  catastrophic 
if  he  tried  to  do  the  same  thing  with  the  Federal  Government.  I  don't  think 
you  want  that  kind  of  reorganization.  I  think  you  want  a  Federal  Government 
that  is  responsive  and  responsible  to  the  American  people.  And  under  the  Ford 
administration  we  are  going  to  give  you  that. 

Now,  Jimmy  Carter  on  two  occasions — once  in  Savannah,  Georgia  and  once 
in  Los  Angeles — said  that  the  Defense  Department  ought  to  be  cut  by  $15  billion. 
He  denied  it,  but  the  facts  are  that's  what  he  said.  On  the  other  hand,  Jimmy 
Carter  says  America  isn't  strong  enough.  Now,  you  can't  cut  the  defense  budget 
by  $15  billion  and  keep  the  United  States  number  one.  We  are  number  one 
under  President  Ford,  and  we're  going  to  keep  you  number  one  for  the  next  4 
years  under  President  Ford. 

But  as  we  have  traveled  from  Joliet  down  here  to  Springfield,  we've  gone 
through  the  heart  of  the  agricultural  area  of  this  country.  And  it's  been  a  great 
privilege  and  honor  for  us  to  see  so  many  people  who  produce  the  food  and  the 
fiber  that  makes  America  really  run.  Five  percent  of  the  people  produce  more 
than  enough  for  us  to  eat  and  wear  and,  at  the  same  time,  produce  enough  for  us 
to  sell  overseas. 

Every  one  of  us  ought  to  be  thankful  that  we  are  blessed  with  the  farmers  of 
America,  who  through  their  hard  work  do  that  job  for  us.  And  I  thank  each  and 
every  one  of  them  for  making  America  strong  with  their  efforts. 

A  few  days  ago  many  of  you  probably  heard  Jimmy  Carter  say  that  America 
is  not  respected  anymore.  That  isn't  true.  The  leaders  of  the  world,  whether  they 
are  the  leaders  of  the  free  world  or  the  leaders  behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  respect 
the  United  States  of  America.  And  when  Jimmy  Carter  says  that  America  isn't 
respected,  I  think  he  is  slandering  our  country,  slandering  the  efforts,  the  be- 
liefs, the  convictions  of  215  million  Americans. 

Jerry  Ford  has  faith  and  trust  and  confidence  in  the  American  people  and  in 
our  great  country.  I  am  proud  of  America.  And  with  me  as  President  for  the 
next  4  years,  we  will  keep  America  number  one. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

And  while  I  go  down  and  shake  hands  with  as  many  of  you  as  I  can,  I  want 
my  friend.  Chuck  Percy,  to  introduce  some  very  special  guests  who  have  come 
from  many  parts  of  this  country  to  indicate  their  support  for  Betty  and  for  my- 
self. They  are  great  citizens.  They  believe  in  what  we've  done.  And  I  want  you  to 
meet  them  and  Chuck  will  introduce  them.  In  the  meantime,  I  will  come  down 
and  say  hello  to  as  many  as  I  possibly  can. 

Thank  you. 
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[6.]  Carlinville  (5:30  p.m.) 

WHILE  we  are  waiting  for  the  news  media  to  come  up  and  some  of  the  spe- 
cial guests  that  have  been  riding  with  Betty  and  me  on  the  train  all  day  long,  let 
me  say  it's  great  to  be  in  Carlinville.  It's  wonderful  to  be  in  Illinois.  We've  had 
a  great  day,  and  I  thank  all  of  you  very,  very  much. 

I  like  that  sign,  "Carlinville  welcomes  President  Ford,"  and  I  like  that  sign 
there,  "The  Findley  Trailriders  like  President  Ford." 

It's  wonderful  to  be  here  in  the  company  with  your  great  Senator,  Chuck 
Percy.  It's  wonderful  to  be  in  the  district  so  ably  represented  by  Congressman 
Paul  Findley.  Send  him  back  for  your  good,  for  Illinois'  good,  and  for  the  good 
of  the  United  States.  And  we  have  had  Jim  Thompson  with  us.  Jim  Thompson 
will  be  a  great  Governor  on  November  2.  Make  darned  sure  you  elect  him  as 
your  next  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Now  let  me  make  a  comment  or  two.  Betty  and  I  have  had  a  great  day,  start- 
ing with  Joliet,  coming  here,  ending  in  Alton.  We  are  here  in  Illinois  because 
IlUnois  is  a  very  important  State  in  this  election  November  2.  We  want  your 
help.  With  your  help,  we  can  carry  Illinois.  With  Illinois  we  can  win  the  elec- 
tion on  November  2,  and  you  will  have  Jerry  Ford  as  your  President  for  the  first 
4  years  of  our  third  century. 

In  the  last  2  years  as  your  President,  we  have  done  three  things  that  are  good 
for  America.  We  have  restored  the  trust  that's  necessary  in  the  White  House.  The 
American  people  know  that  we  are  open,  we  are  candid,  we  are  straightforward. 
The  American  people  know  that  they  can  trust  the  White  House  under 
President  Ford. 

Number  two,  in  the  last  18  months,  we  have  turned  the  economy  around  from 
the  worst  recession  in  the  last  40  years  so  that  we  are  now  on  the  rise.  And  I  won't 
be  satisfied  until  everybody  who  wants  a  job  has  a  job.  We  will  get  it  under  our 
program  for  prosperity  in  America. 

Number  three,  I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  are  at  peace  and.  that  not  a  single 
young  American  is  fighting  and  dying  anyplace  on  this  Earth  today.  And  we 
are  going  to  keep  it  that  way  under  President  Ford. 

I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  I  have  a  record  of  performance,  and  I  ask  you,  as 
voters,  to  lay  that  record  of  performance  alongside  the  promises  made  by  Jimmy 
Carter.  Jimmy  Carter  will  tell  anybody  anything,  anywhere,  just  to  get  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States.  Let  me  illustrate.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  Cali- 
fornia, he  tries  to  sound  like  Cesar  Chavez.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  Chicago, 
he  tries  to  sound  like  Mayor  Daley.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  New  York,  he  tries 
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to  sound  like  Bella  Abzug.  And  when  Jimmy  Carter  comes  down  to  this  great 
farmland  in  the  area  of  Carlinville,  he  tries  to  make  you  believe  that  he  is  just 
a  little  old  peanut  farmer  from  Georgia.  [Laughter]  Jimmy  Carter  wanders,  he 
wavers,  he  wiggles,  and  he  wafHes.  I  think  the  voters  of  Illinois  will  take  my 
record  of  performance  over  Jimmy  Carter's  promises  any  day. 

Let's  take  the  issue  of  taxes.  I  believe  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  I 
submitted  to  the  Congress  a  recommendation  to  increase  the  personal  exemption 
from  $750  to  $1,000.  The  middle-income  taxpayers  of  this  country  have  been 
shortchanged,  and  the  Ford  program  will  restore  equity  to  those  middle-income 
taxpayers  who  have  gotten  short  shrift. 

Jimmy  Carter,  he  said — quoted  by  the  Associated  Press — that  he  would  in- 
crease the  taxes  for  all  people  in  the  medium-income  tax  brackets.  Jimmy  Carter 
is  saying  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  that  he  would  raise  the  taxes  of  50 
percent  of  the  American  people.  Who  do  you  want,  a  President  who  promises  to 
give  the  middle-income  taxpayers  a  break  or  do  you  want  Jimmy  Carter,  who 
is  going  to  add  to  the  tax  burden  of  the  middle-income  taxpayers  ?  I  think  you 
will  take  Jerry  Ford.  Anybody  that  likes  Jimmy  Carter  likes  taxes.  Don't  buy  it. 

Let's  talk  about  spending.  In  the  2  years  that  I've  been  President,  I  have  tried 
to  put  the  lid  on  Federal  spending  because  when  you  have  more  and  more  Fed- 
eral spending,  it  will  mean  more  and  more  inflation.  Jimmy  Carter  has  em- 
braced the  platform  that  he  helped  to  write,  which  calls  for  60-some  new  pro- 
grams. And  if  those  programs  become  law,  it  will  add  anywhere  from  $100 
billion  a  year  to  $200  billion  more  in  Federal  spending.  I  think  the  American 
people  want  the  Federal  Government  to  spend  less,  not  to  spend  more. 

And  Jimmy  Carter  has  said  that  he  is  going  to  reorganize  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. Let  me  tell  you  what  Jimmy  Carter  did  when  he  reorganized  the  gov- 
ernment of  Georgia.  In  the  4  years  that  Jimmy  Carter  was  President— I  mean 
Governor  of  Georgia— Jimmy  Carter  increased  the  number  of  State  employees 
by  more  than  12  [25]  percent.  In  the  4  years  that  Jimmy  Carter  was  Governor 
of  Georgia,  he  increased  the  spending  of  the  State  of  Georgia  by  more  than  50 
percent.  And,  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  he  increased  the  bonded  in- 
debtedness of  that  State  by  over  $200  million. 

Now  if  you  take  that  record  and  he  became  President,  I  don't  think  you  would 
want  him  reorganizing  the  Federal  Government.  I  believe  you  will  vote  for 
President  Ford  because  he  is  making  the  Federal  Government  more  responsible 
and  more  responsive,  and  he  is  going  to  keep  the  lid  on  Federal  spending. 

Then  let  me  take  a  minute  to  talk  about  agriculture.  I  know  in  this  area— 
this  is  part  of  that  great  breadbasket  of  America.  I  know  that  you  have  produced 
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corn  and  soybeans  and  wheat.  I  know  that  you  are  a  great  contributor  to  the 
bounty  of  America.  If  you  look  at  the  farm  pohcy  of  this  administration  against 
the  promised  farm  poHcies  of  Jimmy  Carter— I  beUeve  in  expanded  production, 
record  exports,  the  use  of  the  free  market.  I  beUeve  that  under  our  poUcies  we 
have  expanded  agriculture,  and  we  are  going  to  continue  to  keep  the  farmer 
making  the  decisions  and  keep  the  Government  out  of  your  pocket  and  off  your 
farm.  And  that's  what  I  think  you  want. 

Now  let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute  about  national  security.  We  have  a  wonder- 
ful country.  This  country  is  strong  internally,  and  America  is  strong;  we  are 
number  one.  Jimmy  Carter,  on  two  occasions,  has  said  if  he  became  President 
he  would  cut  the  defense  badget  by  $15  billion.  Let  me  tell  you  what  that  will 
do.  Sounds  good — of  course,  he  doesn't  know  where  he'd  do  it,  but  it  sounds 
good.  If  we  were  to  cut  the  defense  budget,  we  would  strip  the  Army,  the  Navy, 
the  Air  Force,  and  Marines  of  the  necessary  weapons  that  they  need  to  keep 
America  number  one. 

America  is  at  peace  because  America  is  strong.  Jimmy  Carter  would  under- 
cut the  strength  of  our  military  and  make  this  country  weak  defensively.  I  think 
America  wants  a  strong  defense.  America  wants  peace.  You  want  Jerry  Ford  to 
be  your  President  so  we  will  stay  number  one  in  the  next  4  years. 

Last  week  Jimmy  Carter  said  America  is  not  respected  anymore.  If  you  look 
around  the  world,  if  you  talk  to  the  leaders,  whether  they  are  in  the  free  world 
or  whether  they  are  on  the  other  side,  they  respect  America.  They  know 
America  is  good.  They  know  America  is  strong.  And  when  Jimmy  Carter  says 
America  is  no  longer  respected,  he  is  slandering  America.  I  am  proud  of  America 
like  you  are,  and  let's  keep  America  strong  so  we  can  continue  to  be  proud 
of  it  and  be  respected  around  the  world. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

I  am  going  to  come  down  and  try  to  shake  hands  with  as  many  of  you  as 
I  possibly  can.  But  we  have  some  wonderful  guests  who  have  come  from  many 
parts  of  the  country,  leaders  in  their  own  ifield,  who  have  come  to  show  their 
support  for  my  candidacy.  I  want  your  great  Senator,  Chuck  Percy,  to  introduce 
them  as  I  go  along  and  shake  hands.  You  will  Hke  them.  They  are  great  people, 
and  I  appreciate  their  support. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

[7.]  Alton    (6:50  p.m.) 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much.  Betty  and  I  have  had  a  wonderful  day  in 
Illinois,  starting  in  Joliet  this  morning,  ending  here  in  Alton  this  evening. 
We've  had  a  wonderfully  warm  reception. 
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Betty  and  I  love  Illinois.  We  are  here  to  ask  for  your  help.  We  are  here  to 
ask  for  your  vote.  And  w^ith  your  vote  wt  can  carry  Illinois,  and  we  v^ill  v^in 
the  election  November  2. 

We  have  some  w^onderful  friends  who  have  been  with  us  on  this  trip.  First, 
I  want  to  introduce  to  all  of  you  a  good  friend  of  yours,  an  outstanding  United 
States  Senator,  Chuck  Percy.  We  also  have  your  fine  Congressman,  Paul  Find- 
ley.  He  is  good  for  you,  he  is  good  for  Illinois,  he  is  good  for  the  country.  We've 
also  had  on  the  trip,  most  of  the  way,  one  of  the  finest  candidates  for  Governor 
that  Fve  ever  met,  who  is  going  to  be  your  next  Governor,  Jim  Thompson. 

In  the  2  years  that  Fve  been  your  President,  I  believe  we've  made  a  record— 
we've  restored  confidence  and  trust  in  the  White  House;  we  have  turned  the 
economy  around  from  the  worst  recession  in  the  last  40  years.  I  won't  be  satis- 
fied until  everybody  who  wants  to  work  has  a  job,  and  that's  what  we  will  do 
in  the  next  4  years. 

In  the  last  2  years,  we  have  achieved  a  peace.  We  have  the  military  strength 
and  the  diplomatic  skills  to  keep  the  peace.  And  I  am  proud  to  say  here  tonight 
that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  battle- 
field. We  will  keep  the  peace  through  our  policies.  And  I  am  proud  of  what 
we've  done,  and  I  commit  we  will  keep  it  that  way  in  the  future. 

I've  summarized  the  record  of  the  last  2  years  under  my  Presidency.  Lay 
that  alongside,  if  you  will,  the  promises  of  Jimmy  Carter. 

Jimmy  Carter  will  go  anyplace,  say  anything  to  anybody  to  get  to  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  When  Jimmy  Carter  is  in  California,  he  sounds  like 
Cesar  Chavez.  When  Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  Chicago,  he  tries  to  sound  like 
Mayor  Daley.  When  Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  New  York,  he  tries  to  sound  like 
Bella  Abzug.  When  Jimmy  Carter  comes  to  this  great  part  of  Illinois,  the 
breadbasket  of  America,  Jimmy  Carter  says,  "I  am  just  a  little  old  peanut  farmer." 
Jimmy  Carter  wavers,  he  wanders,  he  wiggles,  and  he  wafHes.  That's  not  the 
kind  of  a  person  you  want  as  President  of  the  United  States.  You  want  a  Presi- 
dent that's  got  a  record,  a  record  of  progress  in  the  last  2  years. 

Let  me  talk  about  three  subjects.  One,  taxes.  I  believe  that  the  best  tax  reform 
is  tax  reduction,  particularly  for  the  middle-income  taxpayers  who  have  been 
shortchanged  in  the  last  10  years.  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  a  proposal  to 
increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's  the  best  way  to  give 
relief;  that's  the  best  way  to  give  equity  to  the  middle-income  taxpayers.  Con- 
gress didn't  do  it,  but  I  pledge  to  you  that  I  will  keep  the  pressure  on  Congress 
in  the  next  session,  in  the  next  session,  in  the  next  session,  and  in  the  next  session 
until  they  do  it,  because  it's  right. 
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Now,  in  contrast,  Jimmy  Carter,  in  an  interview  with  the  Associated  Press, 
said  that  he  would  increase  taxes  for  all  medium-income  earners.  And  what 
does  that  mean?  That  means  that  all  income  earners  of  over  $14,000  under 
Jimmy  Carter  will  have  a  tax  increase.  That's  50  percent  of  the  taxpayers  in 
this  country. 

Let  me  say  this:  If  you  like  Jimmy  Carter,  you  sure  like  taxes.  If  you  like 
Jerry  Ford,  you  will  get  a  tax  reduction. 

President  Ford,  in  the  last  2  years,  has  tried  to  keep  the  lid  on  Federal  spend- 
ing. We've  been  partially  successful,  but  in  the  next  4  years  we  will  keep  the 
pressure  on  because  if  you  have  more  and  more  spending,  you  will  have  more 
and  more  inflation  and  more  and  more  taxes. 

Now,  Jimmy  Carter — ^he  embraces  the  platform  that  came  from  that  Con- 
vention in  New  York  City.  In  fact,  he  wrote  it.  And  that  platform  calls  for 
60-some  new  programs,  programs  that  if  they  become  law — and  he  has  promised 
that  they  will — will  add  $100  billion  a  year  at  a  minimum  and  probably  close 
to  $200  billion. 

I  don't  think  the  American  people  want  more  spending.  I  think  the  Ameri- 
can people  want  the  kind  of  a  record  that  I  have  achieved  of  keeping  the  lid 
on  Federal  spending. 

Jimmy  Carter  talks  about  reorganizing  the  Federal  Government.  Let's  look 
at  his  record  in  Georgia.  In  the  4  years  that  Jimmy  Carter  was  Governor  of 
Georgia,  he  increased  the  number  of  State  employees  by  over  25  percent,  he 
increased  the  expenditures  in  the  State  of  Georgia  by  over  50  percent,  and  he 
increased  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State  of  Georgia  by  over  $200  million. 

Now  can  you  imagine,  with  that  record,  what  he  would  do  to  your  Federal 
Government  if  he  ever  had  the  opportunity  to  reorganize  it  ?  Is  that  what  you 
want  for  the  next  4  years  ? 

Jimmy  Carter  on  two  occasions  has  said  he  wanted  to  cut  the  defense  budget 
by  $15  billion.  At  the  same  time,  he  talks  about  making  America  stronger. 
Now,  he  can't  have  it  both  ways.  But  anyhow,  he  has  said  that  he  wants  to 
reduce  the  funds  for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines  by  $15 
billion.  I  don't  believe  that's  the  way  to  keep  America  number  one.  America 
is  number  one  today,  and  we  want  America  to  stay  number  one. 

All  of  you  remember  that  great  President  of  the  United  States,  Teddy 
Roosevelt.  Teddy  Roosevelt  once  said,  "Speak  softly  and  carry  a  big  stick." 
Jimmy  Carter,  with  his  $15  billion  reduction  in  expenditures  for  the  Army, 
the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines — ^what  Jimmy  Carter  says  is  speak  loudly 
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and  carry  a  flyspotter — flyspot — flyswatter.  [Laughter]  It  has  been  a  long  day. 
[Laughter] 

One  final  point:  Last  week  Jimmy  Carter  said  that  America  is  not  respected 
anymore.  That  is  not  right.  The  United  States  of  America  is  respected,  respected 
by  our  allies  and  respected  by  our  adversaries.  And  when  Jimmy  Carter  says 
that  our  country — yours  and  mine,  the  Nation  of  215  million  wonderful 
people — ^when  he  says  we  are  not  respected,  he  is  slandering  America.  I  don't 
like  it,  you  don't  like  it  because  America  is  a  good  country,  with  good  people. 
And  we  love  it,  and  we  are  proud  of  it,  and  we  are  going  to  stay  proud  of  it  4 
years  under  Jerry  Ford. 

So,  Betty  and  I  are  delighted  here  to  be  in  Alton.  Mayor  Lenz  and  the  wonder- 
ful people  of  this  community — it's  a  pleasure  and  honor  to  be  your  President. 
And  we  ask  you  between  now  and  November  2  to  not  only  go  to  the  polls  your- 
self but  to  get  your  neighbor,  your  friend,  your  business  associate,  and  get  them 
to  the  polls  because  this  is  a  crucial,  critical  election. 

We  can  win  in  Illinois  with  your  help.  We  can  win  this  election.  And  it  will 
be  good  for  America,  and  we  promise  not  to  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Let  me  ask  you  one  more  thing.  Wait  just  a  minute.  We  have  had  some  won- 
derful friends,  outstanding  people  in  their  various  professions,  who  have  been 
with  us  from  Joliet  to  Alton.  I  am  going  to  ask  that  Chuck  Percy  take  just  a 
minute  or  two  to  introduce  them.  I  want  to  thank  all  of  them  personally  for  their 
contributions  to  this  good  day.  And  you  will  love  them.  They  are  wonderful 
people.  Betty  and  I  are  most  grateful  for  their  support. 

I  want  to  come  out  and  shake  hands  with  as  many  of  you  as  I  can. 

note:  The  President  spoke  from  the  Observation  each  stop,  he  left  the  train  to  greet  the  community 
Car  of  the  "Honest  Abe"  Amtrak  train  at  the  welcoming  committee  and  members  of  the  audience. 
Amtrak  Station  in  each  community  on  the  tour.  At 
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Telegram  to  Jimmy  Carter  on  Clarification  of  Campaign 
Positions.     October  16,   1976 

Dear  jimmy: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  October  15,  1976,  and  appreciate  your  de- 
sire to  clarify  your  positions  on  the  issues.  I  think  it  is  vitally  important  that  the 
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American  people  understand  exactly  what  you  do  stand  for,  and  I  am  delighted 
to  assist  in  that  effort. 

Your  telegram  to  me  this  morning  unfortunately  leaves  unclear  whether 
you  are  repudiating  positions  that  you  have  taken  on  these  important  issues,  or 
whether  you  are  persisting  in  denying  that  you  took  these  positions  in  the  first 
place. 

Frankly,  you  have  changed  your  positions  on  these  and  other  important  issues 
so  often  that  it  is  difficult  for  me  and  the  American  people  to  understand  who 
you  are  and  what  you  really  represent. 

Let  me  take  up  the  specific  issues  that  you  mention,  one  by  one. 

First,  you  claim  that  I  misrepresented  your  position  in  saying  that  you  have 
called  for  a  $15  billion  cut  in  defense  spending. 

The  fact  is  that  the  Savannah  Morning  News  for  March  18, 1975,  quotes  you 
as  telling  the  Savannah  Rotary  Club  that  "$15  billion  could  be  cut  from  the 
defense  budget  and  not  weaken  this  nation's  military  capability." 

Again,  on  March  20,  1975,  the  Los  Angeles  Times  reported  that  you  told  a 
Beverly  Hills  News  Conference  that  "The  Ford  defense  budget  for  this  year 
could  be  cut  by  about  $15  billion  without  sacrificing  national  security." 

I  recognize  and  have  stated  that  at  other  times  you  have  promised  defense 
cuts  of  varying  sizes— always  in  the  multi-billion  dollar  category.  The  point  is 
that  you  would  make  huge  cuts  in  America's  defense  preparedness — ^just  how 
huge  you  evidently  are  not  sure.  If  you  have  changed  your  position  on  this  issue 
once  again,  I  and  the  public  would  appreciate  clarification.  Second,  you  say  that 
I  have  incorrectly  charged  you  with  advocating  "tax  increases  for  low  and  mod- 
erate income  wage  earner." 

With  regard  to  "moderate  income  wage  earners,"  on  September  18,  1976,  you 
answered  a  question  from  the  Associated  Press  on  how  you  would  change  the 
tax  burden  by  saying,  "I  would  take  the  mean  or  median  level  of  income  and 
anything  above  that  would  be  higher  and  anything  below  that  would  be  lower." 

The  interviewer  pointed  out  that  the  median  is  "somewhere  around  $12,000" 
and  you  agreed.  There  is  no  public  record  that  you  have  ever  repudiated  that 
statement.  Your  specific  reference  to  raising  taxes  for  everybody  above  the  mean 
or  median  income— actually  now  around  $14,000  still  stands.  Third,  you  deny 
having  proposed  "elimination  of  the  mortgage  interest  tax  deduction." 

Actually,  you  made  this  promise  at  the  League  of  Women  Voters  candidate 
forum  in  Boston  on  the  night  of  February  23,  1976,  before  a  national  television 
audience.  You  have  since  been  more  general  in  your  promises  to  close  "tax  loop- 
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holes."  But  this  is  the  one  loophole  that  you  are  specifically  on  record  with  a 
promise  to  repeal. 

Finally,  you  say  that  I  have  unfairly  accused  you  of  favoring  "spending  pro- 
grams that  w^ould  total  over  $100  billion." 

Actually,  the  total  cost  of  the  Democratic  platform,  w^hich  you  have  endorsed, 
v^ould  be  far  more  than  $100  billion — ^probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  $200 
billion. 

The  $100  billion  figure,  to  which  I  have  referred,  is  the  cost  of  only  four  spe- 
cific programs  that  are  provided  in  the  Democratic  platform.  These  are:  The 
Humphrey-Hawkins  Job  Bill,  costing  $10.3  billion  in  the  first  year;  the  Ken- 
nedy-Corman  National  Health  Insurance  Program,  costing  $70  billion  in  the 
first  year;  the  Griffith  Negative  Income  Tax,  costing  $9.9  billion  the  first  year; 
and  the  Perkins  Federal  Education  Bill,  costing  $12  billion  the  first — a  total  cost 
of  just  over  $102  billion  in  the  first  year.  Costs  in  subsequent  years  would  be 
sure  to  rise  rapidly,  requiring  higher  taxes,  higher  inflation,  or  both. 

It  is,  of  course,  your  right  to  change  your  position  on  any  or  all  of  these  issues. 
What  you  have  done  instead  is  to  claim  that  you  never  took  the  positions  in  the 
first  place. 

The  facts,  however,  are  part  of  the  documented  record. 

So  long  as  you  do  not  acknowledge  these  views  and  publicly  reverse  them,  it 
must  be  assumed  that  these  are  still  positions  which  you  stand  behind. 

While  your  current  eflFort  to  clarify  your  positions  on  the  issues  appears  to  be 
hmited  to  the  above  items,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  the  need  for  further  clarifica- 
tion on  many  additional  issues.  I  would  also  like  to  assist  your  clarification  effort 
in  a  few  additional  areas: 

1.  Do  you  really  believe,  as  you  stated  in  San  Francisco,  that  America  is  no 
longer  respected  ? 

2.  Do  you  really  believe,  as  you  stated  in  San  Francisco,  that  our  country  is 
not  strong  any  more  ? 

3.  Do  you  really  believe,  as  you  stated  in  an  interview  with  Liberty  Magazine, 
that  church  property,  other  than  the  church  building  itself,  should  be 
taxed  ? 

4.  Do  you  really  believe  we  can  defend  freedom  and  avoid  Communist  dom- 
ination of  our  allies  by  withdrawing  our  troops  from  Korea  and  reducing 
other  commitments  overseas  ? 

5.  Do  you  agree  with  your  chief  economic  adviser  who,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times  of  Monday,  said  that  your  economic  policies  will  increase 
inflation  ? 
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6.  Do  you  agree  with  your  chief  economic  adviser  who,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times  of  Monday,  said  that  a  Carter  administration  would  not  cut 
taxes  ? 

I,  and  the  American  people,  look  forward  to  your  answers  and  clarifications. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

{Mr.  James  Earl  Carter,  Jr.,  Plains,  Georgia] 

note:  The  text  of  the  telegram  was  released  at  Lincoln,  111. 
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Remarks  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.     October  16,  1976 

Governor  Bond,  Lieutenant  Governor  Phelps,  Gene  McNary,  distinguished 
guests,  all  of  you  wonderful  people  from  Missouri: 

I  love  you,  and  I  won't  let  you  down. 

This  is  a  tremendous  gathering,  and  it's  a  wonderful  experience  to  come  to 
Missouri  after  a  super  day.  We  started  early,  and  to  have  this  kind  of  a  turnout 
in  this  great  State  really  gives  us  the  kind  of  a  lift  and  will  continue  the  kind 
of  momentum  that  will  give  us  the  victory  in  Missouri  and  in  the  United  States 
on  November  2. 

You  have  been  introduced  to  all  of  these  real  superstars  on  the  platform  with 
me.  They  have  been  out  working  just  as  I  have  from  Joliet  to  Alton  to  St.  Louis, 
and  let  me  express  to  each  and  every  one  of  them  my  deep  gratitude  and  great 
appreciation.  It's  the  kind  of  inspiration  to  me  that  makes  this  job  ever  so  much 
easier.  They  are  wonderful  people,  and  I  thank  them  very,  very  much. 

You  know,  it's  great  to  be  in  St.  Louis,  the  "Show  Me  State"  of  Missouri.  In 
case  you  hadn't  noticed,  this  is  what  my  opponent  calls  "hiding  out  in  the 
White  House."  [Laughter]  In  the  last  10  days,  I  have  "hidden  out"  in  Cali- 
fornia, in  Oklahoma,  in  Texas,  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Iowa,  Illinois,  and 
now  to  come  to  Missouri.  It's  a  great,  great  week,  and  I  love  you. 

We  are  not  only  going  to  win  in  Missouri,  we  are  going  to  win  that  election 
November  2.  But  that  not  only  goes  for  the  Ford-Dole  ticket  but  also  for  your 
great  Governor,  Kit  Bond.  Kit  Bond  is  the  kind  of  a  Governor  that  you  should 
be  very,  very  proud  of. 

What  has  he  done  for  the  State  of  Missouri?  He's  restored  honesty  and 
integrity,  he  has  balanced  your  budget  without  any  new  taxes,  and  he  has 
increased  jobs  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  Boy,  if  I  was  in  Missouri,  I'd  be  proud 
of  him,  and  I'd  want  him  to  be  your  Governor  again,  and  so  should  you. 
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And  let  me  say  we  can't  wait  to  get  Jack  Danforth  down  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  so  send  him  there  November  2. 

But  the  State  of  Missouri  also  has  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  send  some 
additional,  strengthening  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives — Bob 
Snyder,  Joe  Frappier,  Joe  Badaracco,  Bob  Witherspoon — send  them  down,  give 
us  some  help.  They  need  your  support,  and  we  need  them  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

As  I  said,  we  started  in  Joliet  awfully  early  this  morning.  Betty  and  I  have 
had  a  wonderful  welcome  every  place  we've  been,  and  the  culmination  here 
just  is  an  inspiration.  I've  come  here  to  ask  for  your  support,  your  vote  on 
November  2,  so  we  can  carry  Missouri.  Can  I  have  that  support  ? 

In  the  last  2  years  that  I've  had  the  honor  and  the  privilege  to  be  your  Presi- 
dent, we've  had  a  record  that  I  think  is  one  of  performance.  It's  a  record  of 
restoring  honesty  and  confidence  and  trustworthiness  in  the  White  House.  It's 
a  record  of  turning  the  economy  around  from  the  worst  recession  in  the  last 
40  years  to  an  economy  that's  moving  forward.  And  with  the  kind  of  pro- 
grams that  we  believe  in,  we  are  implementing,  we  are  going  to  have  a  solid, 
prosperous  economy  for  the  next  4  years,  kicking  off  the  next  century  of 
America's  progress  and  pride. 

But  then  in  the  last  2  years  we've  established  peace.  Because  we  are  mili- 
tarily strong,  because  we  are  diplomatically  skillful,  America  is  at  peace.  And 
I  can  say  with  great  pride  that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  and 
dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight,  and  that's  good  for  America. 

So  on  the  basis  of  2  years  of  trust,  prosperity,  peace,  a  record  of  performance, 
let's  take  a  look  at  what  Mr.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  offer.  [Crowd  response] 
Right  on ;  right  on.  [Laughter] 

Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  be  President  so  badly  that  he  will  say  anything  to  any- 
body anywhere,  and  that's  not  the  kind  of  a  President  we  want  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  When  Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  California,  he  tries  to  sound 
like  Cesar  Chavez.  When  Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  Chicago,  he  tries  to  sound 
like  Mayor  Daley.  When  Jimmy  Carter  goes  to  New  York,  he  tries  to  sound 
like  Bella  Abzug.  But  when  he  goes  to  Illinois  or  Missouri,  he  just  says,  "I  am 
a  little  old  peanut  farmer."  [Laughter]  But  the  truth  is  that  Jimmy  Carter 
wavers,  Jimmy  Carter  wanders,  Jimmy  Carter  wiggles  a  little  bit,  Jimmy 
Carter  waffles  an  awful  lot.  [Laughter] 

I  think  you  want  the  record  of  performance  of  Jerry  Ford  against  those  prom- 
ises of  Jimmy  Carter. 

Let's  talk  about  taxes.  I'm  real  happy  to  be  in  a  State  that's  so  ably  governed 
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as  the  State  of  Missouri  under  Kit  Bond.  Kit  Bond,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  has 
balanced  your  budget  without  any  increase  in  taxes. 

But  let's  talk  about  Federal  taxes.  The  best  tax  reform  that  I  know  is  tax  re- 
duction. The  record  shows  that  the  middle-income  taxpayers  have  gotten  short- 
changed in  the  last  10  years.  I  recommended  to  the  Congress  in  January  of  this 
year  that  we  give  a  tax  reduction  to  the  middle-income  taxpayers  by  increasing 
the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's  the  way  to  give  relief  to 
those  hard-working,  law-abiding,  fine,  decent  people  who  are  in  the  middle- 
income  brackets,  and  I  am  going  to  pressure  the  Congress  to  give  that  tax  re- 
lief. If  they  don't  do  it  next  year,  we  will  do  it  the  next  year.  That's  what  we've 
got  to  give  to  those  taxpayers  who  work  hard,  obey  the  laws,  and  do  what  is  right 
for  this  great  country.  That's  my  record. 

Now,  what  does  Jimmy  Carter  want  to  do  ?  A  few  weeks  ago  he  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  Associated  Press — I  almost  said  another  interview — [laughler] — 
but  he  had  this  interview  with  the  Associated  Press,  and  he  said  that  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  increasing  taxes  for  all  people  of  medium  income  or  above.  That 
means  that  50  percent  of  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  would  get  a  tax  increase. 
{Crowd  response]  Boy,  I  like  that  reaction.  Jerry  Ford  wants  to  give  you  tax  re- 
lief. Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  increase  your  taxes.  Who  do  you  want  for  President  ? 
[  Crowd  response]  Keep  it  going.  Keep  it  going. 

All  right.  Let's  talk  about  another  subject.  I  have  tried  to  keep  the  lid  on  Fed- 
eral spending  so  that  we  could  get  our  house  in  order.  Jimmy  Carter  embraces— 
in  fact,  he  wrote  the  Democratic  Party  platform  that  calls  for  60  new  programs, 
a  minimum  annual  additional  cost  of  $100  billion,  maybe  as  high  as  $200  billion 
more.  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  spend  and  spend  and  tax  and  tax,  and  add  to  those 
inflationary  costs  every  day. 

Now,  Jimmy  Carter  says  he  is  going  to  do  something  about  reorganizing  the 
Federal  Government.  Well,  you  know  you  have  to  look  at  what  somebody  has 
done  to  see  what  they  might  do.  So,  let's  look  at  Jimmy  Carter's  record.  Old 
Al  Smith  used  to  say,  "Let's  look  at  the  record."  So,  we  take  a  look  at  Jimmy 
Carter's  Governorship  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  When  he  was  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia, he  increased  the  number  of  employees  by  over  25  percent;  he  increased  the 
spending  in  the  State  of  Georgia  by  more  than  50  percent;  he  added  to  the 
bonded  indebtedness  by  over  $200  million. 

I  will  just  say  this:  If  that's  an  example  of  how  he  is  going  to  run  your  Fed- 
eral Government,  I  don't  think  you  want  Jimmy  Carter  for  the  next  4  years. 

We  all  know  that  the  United  States  is  strong  militarily.  We  have  an  Army,  a 
Navy,  an  Air  Force,  Marine  Corps,  number  one,  and  because  they  are,  they  keep 
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the  peace  for  the  United  States.  They  keep  the  peace,  and  we're  respected  by 
our  adversaries  as  well  as  our  allies. 

What  does  Jimmy  Carter  want  to  do  about  the  Defense  Department?  He 
wants  to  gut  it.  He  wants  to  cut  it  by  $15  bilHon  a  year.  Jimmy  Carter  talks  about 
being  strong,  and  then  wants  to  destroy  the  capability  of  our  military  forces  to 
meet  the  challenge,  to  keep  the  peace,  to  deter  aggression. 

There  is  a  great,  great  American  President,  Teddy  Roosevelt.  You  know 
what  Teddy  Roosevelt  one  time  said:  "Speak  sofdy  and  carry  a  big  stick." 
Jimmy  Carter,  who  wants  to  gut  the  Defense  Department,  he  talks  loudly  and 
carries  a  flyswatter.  [Laughter] 

Last  week,  Jimmy  Carter  said  that  America  is  not  respected  any  more.  In  the 
first  place,  it's  not  true.  The  United  States  of  America,  your  country  and  my 
country,  we  are  respected;  we  are  loved  by  people  all  over  this  world.  The 
leaders  of  one  country  after  another  say  that  the  United  States  today  is  the  most 
trusted  ally  and  the  most  respected  adversary.  I  don't  like  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  saying  that  your  country  and  my  country  is  not  respected.  That's 
slander  as  far  as  the  United  States  of  America  is  concerned. 

And  so  I  say  to  you,  we  should  be  proud  of  America.  We  should  look  with 
faith  and  trust  in  a  government  that's  given  freedom  to  so  many  people  for 
so  long  a  time,  a  country  that  has  given  so  much  opportunity,  a  country  we  love, 
we  respect  and  admire. 

And  I  would  love  the  opportunity  to  be  your  President  for  the  next  4  years. 
We  want  to  carry  Missouri.  We  are  going  to  win  the  election. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President   spoke   at   8:06   p.m.   at  the       McNary,  chairman  of  the  Missouri  President  Ford 
Northwest  Plaza.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred        Committee, 
to  Lt.  Gov.  William  C.  Phelps  of  Missouri  and  Gene 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Whale  Conservation  and 
Protection  Study  Act.     October  18,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  sign  H.R.  15445,  the  Whale  Conservation  and  Protection  Study 
Act. 

This  bill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  conduct  comprehensive 
studies  of  all  v^hales  found  in  waters  subject  to  United  States  jurisdiction,  and 
to  report  to  Congress  the  results  of  these  studies  by  January  1,  1980.  The  bill 
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also  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will  initiate  negotiations  with  Mexico 
and  Canada  to  develop  appropriate  bilateral  agreements  for  the  protection  and 
conservation  of  whales. 

Although  much  is  known  of  the  habits  of  whales,  the  vastness  of  the  oceans 
and  the  mobility  of  these  mammals  make  it  very  difficult  to  monitor  adequately 
their  many  species.  This  legislation  will  allow  the  collection  of  scientific  informa- 
tion that  will  permit  us  to  determine  the  most  appropriate  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  exploitation  of  whales  and  thus  avoid  their  extinction. 

The  United  States  has  placed  great  emphasis  on  multilateral  efforts  with  other 
nations  through  the  International  Whaling  Commission  to  achieve  effective 
conservation  of  whales  throughout  the  world.  The  negotiations  with  Mexico 
and  Canada  directed  by  this  bill  will  reinforce  the  efforts  of  our  three  nations 
within  the  Commission. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  15445,  approved  October  17,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-532  (90  Stat.  2491). 

911 

Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  Bill  Providing  for 
Mandatory  Inspection  of  Rabbit  Meat.     October  18,  1976 

[Dated  October  17,  1976.     Released  October  18,  1976] 

I  AM  withholding  my  approval  from  H.R.  10073,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
mandatory  inspection  of  domesticated  rabbits  slaughtered  for  human  food,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

This  bill  would  make  applicable  to  domesticated  rabbits,  with  minor  excep- 
tions, the  provisions  of  the  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act.  It  would  require 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  implement  a  mandatory  inspection  program  for 
all  domesticated  rabbit  meat  sold  in  commerce,  with  certain  exemptions  related 
to  type  and  volume  of  operations. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  now  inspects 
rabbit  meat  to  ensure  that  it  complies  with  Federal  pure  food  laws.  Thus,  there 
is  no  health  protection  reason  for  requiring  mandatory  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment inspection  of  rabbit  meat. 

The  effect  of  this  Act  would  be  to  substitute  a  mandatory  taxpayer-financed 
Agriculture  Department  inspection  program  for  a  voluntary  one  that  is  now 
provided  under  another  law  and  paid  for  by  the  processors  and  consumers  of 
rabbit  meat.  Since  the  voluntary  program  already  provides  a  means  for  certify- 
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ing  wholesomeness  to  those  consumers  who  demand  such  protection  for  this 
specialty  food  and  are  wiUing  to  pay  for  the  protection,  I  do  not  beheve  that  a 
mandatory  program  is  wise  pubUc  poHcy. 

In  addition,  it  is  estimated  that  the  cost  to  the  taxpayer  of  government 
inspection  provided  by  this  Act  could  be  more  than  10  cents  per  pound. 

The  limited  benefit  to  be  derived  by  a  relative  few  consumers  of  rabbit  meat 
cannot  be  justified  in  terms  of  the  cost  to  the  taxpayer.  I  am  therefore  not 
approving  H.R.  10073. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  17,  1976. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Exempting  the  Delta  Queen 
From  Certain  Safety  Laws.     October  18,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  H.R.  13326,  which  w^ill  extend  until  November  1,  1983,  the 
existing  exemption  of  the  steamboat  Delta  Queen  from  the  requirements  of 
PubUc  Law^  89-777,  regarding  safety  law^s  appUcable  to  ships.  This  exemption  is 
needed  to  permit  the  Delta  Queen  to  operate  on  overnight  cruises  after 
November  1,  1978. 

The  Delta  Queen,  a  historic  paddle  v^heel  riverboat,  v^as  built  in  1928  and 
has  been  operating  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  since  that  time.  It  w^as 
entered  on  the  National  Register  of  historic  vessels  in  1970.  Its  preservation  as 
a  symbol  of  Americana  is  important  to  the  people  of  this  Nation  to  v^hom  our 
national  heritage  means  so  much.  This  legislation  w^ill  preserve  a  splendid 
reminder  of  America's  past. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  13326,  approved  October  17,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-535  (90  Stat.  2496). 

913 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Providing  for  a  Mid-Decade 
Census  of  Population.     October  18,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  H.R.  11337,  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  mid-decade  census  of 
population.  The  first  such  census  will  be  in  1985;  subsequent  ones  will  follow 
every  10  years. 
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Passage  of  this  bill  provides  us  with  a  major  opportunity  to  improve  the  statis- 
tical information  w^hich  is  often  the  basis  for  decisions  on  major  issues  of  public 
policy.  With  better  information  available  at  5-year  intervals,  v^e  w^ill  no  longer 
need  to  rely  on  data  w^hich  are  often  obsolete.  The  historic  method  of  counting 
the  population  every  10  years  simply  does  not  meet  the  Nation's  current  needs. 

This  legislation  v^ill  also  make  it  possible  for  us  to  update  Federal  statistical 
programs  dealing  with  social  statistics,  since  the  mid-decade  effort  will  provide 
for  a  periodic  updating  of  significant  national,  social,  and  demographic  char- 
acteristics. This  is  important  because 

•  $39  billion  are  distributed  annually  using  formulae  which  use  population 
data. 

•  Federal,  State,  and  local  planners  depend  heavily  on  current  population 
data. 

•  The  need  for  a  variety  of  expensive  "ad  hoc"  surveys  between  censuses  will 
be  reduced. 

•  We  will  be  able  to  identify  the  needs  of  various  groups  in  the  American 
public. 

By  authorizing  the  use  of  sampling  techniques  to  collect  mid-decade  census 
data,  the  bill  will  reduce  the  burden  on  respondents.  It  also  allows  considerable 
flexibility  in  the  design  of  the  effort,  making  possible  major  cost  savings  in  spe- 
cial purpose  statistical  programs  now  conducted  between  decennial  census 
dates. 

The  bill  also  strengthens  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  the  confidentiality 
of  census  information,  and  thus  helps  to  assure  that  the  privacy  of  the  individual 
is  preserved. 

I  commend  the  Congress  for  passing  this  legislation.  It  will  provide  us  with 
better  data,  of  greater  consistency,  at  a  reduced  cost. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  11337,  approved  October  17,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-521  (90  Stat.  2459). 

914 

Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  National  Medal  of 
Science  Awards  for  1975.     October  18,  1976 

Distinguished  medd  recipients,  members  of  the  Cabinet,  Dr.  Stever,  distin- 
guished guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

This  afternoon,  I  have  the  high  honor  and  the  very  rare  privilege  of  sharing 
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in  two  events  that  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  United  States  in  this  Bicentennial 
Year.  The  first  involves  the  latest  announcements  by  the  Nobel  Prize  Selection 
Committee. 

Some  have  recently  raised  some  doubts  about  America's  continuing  leadership 
in  the  family  of  nations.  These  doubts  w^ere  surely  put  to  rest  this  morning  by 
this  announcement. 

Three  more  Americans  today  were  named  recipients  of  the  1976  Nobel  prizes. 
Americans  have  now  swept  the  1976  prizes  in  economics,  medicine,  physics, 
chemistry,  marking  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  single  country  has  been  the 
home  of  all  of  these  winners.  We  should  be  very,  very  proud. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  a  proud  and  very  grateful  Nation,  I  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  salute  these  six  outstanding  Americans  who  have  earned  this 
magnificent  distinction.  They  have  contributed  immensely  to  their  profession, 
to  their  country,  and  to  all  of  mankind. 

Now  let  me  turn,  if  I  might,  to  the  matter  at  hand.  One  of  the  privileges  of 
an  American  President  is  to  personally  present  the  National  Medal  of  Science, 
the  Nation's  highest  achievement  in  the  science  and  engineering  fields. 

This  afternoon,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present  this  award  to  15  distinguished 
Americans.  They  are  joining  a  very  select  group  of  Medal  of  Science  award 
winners  who  have  achieved  recognition  since  1962  for  their  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  knowledge  in  the  physical,  biological,  mathematical,  and  engineer- 
ing sciences. 

The  recipients  we  honor  today  have  added  to  our  understanding  of  the  natural 
environment;  they  have  increased  productivity  in  agriculture;  they  have  im- 
proved our  Nation's  health;  they  have  helped  bring  new  energy  sources  within 
our  reach;  and  they  have  made  contributions  in  mathematics  and  its  appUcation 
that  will  permit  further  progress  in  computer  technology  and  systems  research. 

Their  accomplishments  underscore  the  importance  of  scientific  research  itself. 
The  freedom  and  the  means  to  question  and  explore  are  not  just  branches  of 
the  American  experience,  they  lie  at  its  very  roots.  The  discovery  of  this  Conti- 
nent, the  birth  of  this  Nation,  were  the  results  of  experimentation  and 
exploration. 

For  200  years,  this  Nation's  strength  has  been  in  its  economic  health,  its  mili- 
tary security,  and  the  general  well-being  of  its  people,  and  these,  in  turn,  have 
depended  on  the  intellect  and  creativity  of  America's  inventors,  scientists,  and 
engineers. 

Our  founders  believed  that  the  ideas  of  such  searching  inquiry— men  and 
women  encouraged  and  protected  by  a  free  society— would  produce  benefits  ex- 
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tending  to  all  of  its  people.  Throughout  our  history,  this  belief  has  been  totally 
justified.  Time  and  time  again,  the  results  of  scientific  research  have  captured 
our  imagination,  bettered  our  condition,  and  raised  our  expectations  for  the 
future.  Today,  more  than  ever,  a  strong  national  effort  in  research  and  develop- 
ment is  critically  important  to  strengthen  our  economy  and  our  defense  and  to 
improve  the  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans. 

While  in  Congress,  as  v^ell  as  President,  I  have  v^orked  to  bolster  our  research 
and  development  programs  in  order  to  achieve  our  national  goals.  Just  about  a 
year  ago,  I  w^as  struggling  with  the  various  Cabinet  officers  and  heads  of  other 
departments  and  w^ith  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  as  to  how  we 
could  meet  a  temporary  fiscal  problem  within  the  Government.  But  despite  the 
fiscal  constraints  imposed  upon  most  departments,  the  fiscal  year  1977  budget 
included  requests  for  an  11-percent  increase  in  Federal  funding  for  research 
and  development,  one  of  the  few  areas  within  our  Government  that  got  an 
increase  during  this  temporary  fiscal  problem  that  the  Nation  faces. 

Included  within  were  increases  for  the  support  of  basic  research  to  enlarge 
the  fund  of  basic  knowledge  so  necessary  for  the  scientific  and  engineering  prog- 
ress. With  the  strong  and  very  effective  support  of  Vice  President  Rockefeller, 
we  now  have  established  a  new  Office  of  Science  and  Technology  Policy  in  the 
White  House,  designed  to  bring  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  timely 
advice  on  how  science  and  technology  can  help  us  deal  with  our  national  prob- 
lems. And  I  am  personally  delighted— and  I  think  the  country  is  fortunate— to 
have  Guy  Stever  in  that  new  position  of  responsibility. 

The  men  and  women  devoting  themselves  to  science  and  technology  in  our 
universities,  in  our  industrial  laboratories,  our  private  and  public  research 
centers,  continue  to  deserve  America's  support  and  encouragement.  Therefore, 
I  am  extremely  proud  and  consider  it  a  rare  privilege  to  award  these  15  National 
Medals  of  Science  today,  and  I  extend  my  gratitude  and  my  congratulations  to 
the  award  winners  and  to  their  families. 

Dr.  Stever,  would  you  please  read  the  names  as  I  present  the  awards. 

note:    The   President   spoke   at    12:15   p.m.   at   a  mechanisms  of  hearing  that  have  formed  the 

ceremony  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House.  basis   for   advances   in   neurophysiology,   neu- 

The  awards  were  based  on  recommendations  of  rology,  otolaryngology,  audiology,  acoustics,  oc- 

the  President's  Committee  on  the  National  Medal  of  cupational  health  safety,  and  pediatrics. 

,,     *     ,    .        ^  ..  -     ,  ,  ,  Paul  Gyorgy  (Deceased,  February  29,  1976) — For 

Margaret  Ann   Gyorgy  accepted   the   medal   on  ,  •     ,.  r  .u  •.      •  j      i      j 

behalf  of  her  late  husband.  ^''  1^'"°^  ^  u         "^  ^'T'"^'  ^""^  'f^?"^  '" 

The  texts  of  the  citations  follow:  ''^''^.    "^"^    ^"^'    ^'^"'^^    "^^'^^^^    ^""^^^ 

nutrition. 

Biological  Sciences  Sterling  Brown  Hendricks— For  the  initiation  of 

Hallowell   Davis— For  fundamental   research   on  basic  research  in  the  physical  and  chemical  prop- 

nerve   potentials,    electroencephalography,    and  erties  of  soils  and  proteins  that  have  profoundly 
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influenced  agricultural  practices  and  the  produc- 
tion of  food  plants. 

Orville  Alvin  Vogel — For  outstanding  contribu- 
tions to  agronomic  research  including  the  de- 
velopment of  radically  new  and  improved  semi- 
dwarf  varieties  of  wheat  that  now  grow  on  five 
continents  and  have  made  the  green  revolution 
a  reality. 

Engineering  Sciences 

Manson  Benedict — For  inspired  and  ingenious 
leadership  in  the  development  of  gaseous  dif- 
fusion plants  for  uranium  isotope  separation, 
and  for  his  role  in  creating  the  discipline  of 
nuclear  engineering. 

William  H.  Pickering — For  his  leadership  of  the 
exploration  of  the  planets  of  the  solar  system 
and  his  personal  contributions  to  the  theory  and 
practice  of  soft  planetary  landings  and  collec- 
tion of  data  from  deep  space. 

Frederick  E.  Terman — For  his  principal  role  in 
creating  modern  electronics  and  his  ability  to 
document  his  knowledge,  so  that  it  could  be 
effectively  communicated  to  his  many  students 
who  now  populate  the  worlds  of  industry, 
academia,  and  public  service. 

Mathematical  Sciences 
foHN  Backus — For  his  pioneering  contributions  to 
computer  programming  languages,  especially 
development  of  the  FORTRAN  language  which 
made  the  modern  digital  computer  direcriy 
available  to  countless  scientists  and  engineers. 


Shiing-Shen  Chern — For  developing  and  extending 
techniques  that  led  to  profound  discoveries  in 
geometry  and  topology. 

George  B.  Dantzig — For  inventing  linear  program- 
ming and  discovering  methods  that  led  to  wide- 
scale  scientific  and  technical  applications  to 
important  problems  in  logistics,  scheduling,  and 
network  optimization,  and  to  the  use  of  com- 
puters in  making  efficient  use  of  the  mathe- 
matical theory. 

Physical  Sciences 

Hans  A.  Bethe — For  his  explanation  of  the  origin 
of  the  sun's  heat,  his  many  contributions  to  our 
understanding  of  the  atomic  nucleus  and  his 
counsel  in  matters  involving  atomic  energy. 

Joseph  O.  Hirschfelder — For  his  fundamental  con- 
tribution to  atomic  and  molecular  quantum 
mechanics,  the  theory  of  the  rates  of  chemical 
reactions,  and  the  structure  and  properties  of 
gases  and  liquids. 

Lewis  H.  Sarett — For  his  pioneering  contributions 
to  the  chemicalsynthesis  of  cortisone,  steroidal 
hormones,  and  other  chemotherapeutic  agents 
which  have  contributed  to  the  benefit  of 
mankind. 

E.  Bright  Wilson — In  recognition  of  his  funda- 
mental theoretical  and  experimental  contribu- 
tion to  our  understanding  of  the  structure  of 
molecules. 

Chien-Shiung  Wu — For  her  ingenious  experiments 
that  led  to  new  and  surprising  understanding  of 
the  decay  of  the  radio-active  nucleus. 


915 

Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Edward  Aguirre  as 
Commissioner  of  Education,  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare.     October  18,  1976 

Justice  Stewart,  Dr.  Aguirre,  and  Mrs.  Aguirre: 

I  am  highly  honored  and  consider  it  a  great  personal  privilege  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  participating  in  this  ceremony  where  Dr,  Aguirre  will  become 
the  Commissioner  of  Education.  Dr.  Aguirre  brings  a  very  useful  background 
to  this  very  important  job  and  responsibility  in  the  Federal  Government. 

As  an  expert  on  manpower  programs,  he  understands  the  relationship  be- 
tween education  and  jobs  for  our  youth.  As  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Hispanic  community,  he  is  sensitive  to  the  very  special  educational  needs  of 
America's  minorities.  As  an  able  administrator,  and  especially  as  a  former 
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classroom  teacher,  he  is  well  qualified  to  advise  me  on  Federal  programs  and 
policies  for  education.  In  particular,  he  will  help  us  identify  and  answer  the 
concerns  of  America's  teachers. 

Dr.  Aguirre  believes,  as  I  do,  that  teachers  are  the  single  most  important  valu- 
able resource  of  our  educational  system.  Dr.  Aguirre  believes,  as  I  do,  that  by 
helping  teachers,  we  are  helping  ensure  the  success  of  America's  educational 
system.  Our  efforts  in  education  are  aimed  not  only  at  providing  high  quality 
education  but  at  making  that  education  equally  available  to  all  of  our  Nation's 
students. 

As  head  of  tiie  Office  of  Education,  Dr.  Aguirre  will  continue  our  policy  of 
focusing  Federal  aid  on  those  students  who  need  this  kind  of  education  the 
most— the  handicapped,  the  educationally  disadvantaged,  and  children  with 
a  limited  English-speaking  capability. 

Dr.  Aguirre  and  I  will  also  continue  my  administration's  important  effort  to 
make  Federal  aid  to  education  more  effective  than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  Too 
often  the  result  of  Federal  programs  has  been  to  reduce  local  control  over 
education  while  creating  a  heavy  burden  of  varying  regulations,  differing  stand- 
ards, and  overlapping  responsibilities.  Too  often  we  ask  whether  forms  have 
been  properly  filled  out,  not  whether  children  have  been  properly  educated. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  proposed  a  block  grant  program  designed  to  cut  redtape 
and  to  give  State  and  local  authorities  and  teachers  greater  flexibility  in  utilizing 
Federal  aid.  I  have  emphasized  recently  my  hope  that  America's  third  century 
will  be  known  as  the  century  of  the  individual. 

Next  to  the  family,  the  best  place  to  start  cultivating  individuality  is  in  the 
classroom  by  individualizing  instruction.  Declining  enrollments,  for  example, 
can  be  viewed  as  an  opportunity  to  reduce  class  size. 

Our  Founding  Fathers  realized  an  educated  citizenry  is  crucial  to  a  free 
society.  Ignorance  and  freedom  cannot  coexist.  This  gives  America's  teachers 
a  special  responsibility,  and  it  gives  America's  Government  a  special  respon- 
sibility to  hear  their  concerns.  We  want  to  know  and  act  upon  the  needs  of 
America's  teachers.  With  Dr.  Aguirre's  help,  we  will  continue  this  effort.  Only 
by  being  sensitive  to  teachers  can  we  achieve  the  educational  excellence  that  is 
crucial  to  our  Nation's  future. 

Now  I  will  ask  Associate  Justice  Potter  Stewart  to  administer  the  oath  of 
office. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2 :32  p.m.  in  the  Rose       is  printed   in   the   Weekly   Compilation    of   Presi- 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  dential  Documents  (vol.  12,  p.  1538). 

Mr.  Aguirre's  response  to  the  President's  remarks 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Designating  Acreage  of 
Point  Reyes  National  Seashore  as  Part  of  the  National 
Wilderness  System.     October  19,  1976 

FOR  MILLIONS  of  Americans  in  California  and  stretching  far  beyond, 
Point  Reyes  represents  a  wonderful  haven  where  one  can  rest  at  peace  with  the 
land  and  the  sea.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  signing  special  legislation  that  desig- 
nates over  25,000  acres  of  Point  Reyes  National  Seashore  as  part  of  the  Nation's 
Wilderness  System.  By  officially  becoming  part  of  the  Wilderness  System,  Point 
Reyes  will  be  preserved  in  its  natural  beauty  not  only  for  this  generation  but  for 
many  generations  to  come. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  8002),  approved  October  18,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-544  (90  Stat.  2515). 


917 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Designating  Eugene  CNeill's 
Home  and  Property  as  a  National  Historic  Site. 
October  19,  1976 

ONE  OF  the  finest  tributes  that  a  country  can  pay  to  its  giants  in  art  and  Htera- 
ture  is  to  erect  Uving  memorials  to  their  names. 

Eugene  O'Neill  will  always  be  a  giant  of  American  literature,  so  I  take  special 
pleasure  in  signing  legislation  establishing  his  home  and  property  near  Oakland, 
California,  as  a  national  historic  site  and  as  a  home  for  the  performing  arts. 

Eugene  O'Neill  was  dedicated  to  the  theater.  This  park  will  remind  Ameri- 
cans for  years  to  come  not  only  of  his  contributions  but  those  of  many  other 
artists  who  have  added  immeasurably  to  the  wisdom  and  pleasure  of  all 
mankind. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (S.  2398),  approved  October  18,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-539  (90  Stat.  2501). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Designating  Forest  Acreage 
of  the  Congaree  Swamp  as  a  National  Monument. 
October  19,  1976 

EARLY  IN  its  history  the  southeastern  United  States  was  covered  with  forests, 
but  the  remarkable  industrial  progress  in  that  area  along  with  many  logging 
operations  has  now  changed  much  of  the  landscape.  The  greatest  remaining  con- 
centration of  virgin  hardwood  forests  in  riverbottom  land  is  now  the  Congaree 
Swamp,  not  far  away  from  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

I  am  pleased  to  sign  into  law  special  legislation  that  will  designate  15,000 
acres  of  the  hardwood  forest  in  Congaree  Swamp  as  a  national  monument.  By 
officially  coming  within  the  National  Park  System,  this  forest  and  its  unique 
ecological  system  will  be  preserved  not  just  for  this  generation  but  for  many  gen- 
erations to  come. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  11891),  approved  October  18,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-545  (90  Stat.  2517). 

919 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Expanding  the  Indiana  Dunes 
National  Seashore.     October  19,  1976 

SINCE  ITS  establishment  almost  a  decade  ago,  the  Indiana  Dunes  National  Sea- 
shore has  provided  a  wide  range  of  recreational  opportunities  for  people  and  an 
excellent  habitat  for  plants  and  wildlife  along  the  southeastern  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan. 

Yet,  the  Indiana  Dunes  has  also  been  a  point  of  controversy,  because  many 
people  recognized  that  in  preserving  the  unique  qualities  of  the  area,  many 
lands  nearby  also  needed  protection. 

I  am  pleased  to  sign  into  law  special  legislation  that  will  expand  the  acreage 
of  Indiana  Dunes  by  over  one-third.  This  is  a  welcome  step  in  our  efforts  to 
increase  the  recreational  opportunities  and  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  the 
American  people. 

note:  As  enacted,  the  bill  (H.R.  11455),  approved  October  18,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-549  (90  Stat.  2529). 
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Remarks  Upon  Receiving  the  Golden  Helmet  Award 
From  the  American  Veterans  of  World  War  11. 
October  19,  1976 

Mr.  Commander,  Doris  Shrake,  Paul  Welch,  distinguished  guests,  previous  com- 
manders and  others: 

As  you  were  speaking  of  the  Hewitt-Madigan  Post,  it  brought  back  many  fine 
memories  of  my  many  opportunities  to  get  together  with  my  former  comrades 
in  that  post  and  my  long  association  with  that  particular  organization  in  the 
AMVETS.  And  I  thank  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  transmit  it  to  them,  my 
appreciation  for  that  opportunity  over  the  years. 

I  am  also,  Mr.  Commander,  deeply  grateful  for  this  honor  this  morning.  As 
a  life  member  of  the  AMVETS,  it's  a  very  special  privilege  and  pleasure  to 
receive  the  Golden  Helmet  Award,  the  finest  tribute  you  can  pay  to  a  President 
of  the  United  States.  I  thought  I  was  very  fortunate  back  in  1971,  Commander, 
to  have  gotten  the  Silver  Helmet  Award.  And  then  to  have  this — it  really  over- 
whelms me,  and  I  can't  express  adequately  my  appreciation. 

I  have  always  held  the  AMVETS  in  the  highest  regard,  because  I  know  from 
personal  experience  that  organization  has  never  faltered — or  wavered,  I  might 
add — in  your  support  for  a  strong,  sturdy  America. 

There  have  been  times  during  our  recent  history — and  I  cite  the  period  of  the 
Vietnam  war  as  an  example — when  many  of  our  fellow  citizens,  I  think,  con- 
scientiously, grew  weary  of  our  leadership  role  and  wanted  to  sharply  reduce 
America's  presence  and  strength  throughout  the  world. 

Fortunately,  these  voices  never  really  prevailed.  The  Congress  regrettably 
listened  too  much,  and  our  defense  budgets  were  cut  too  much,  but  over  the 
years  we  managed  to  maintain  a  military  force  capable  of  meeting  any  threat  to 
our  security,  and  we  continue  to  be  a  forceful  leader  in  international  diplomacy 
today. 

And  today,  the  pendulum  is  swinging  back  the  other  way,  I  am  glad  to 
report.  As  I  travel  about  the  country — and  perhaps  as  you  travel  about  the  coun- 
try— I  find  growing  public  support  for  our  Armed  Forces  and  a  growing  public 
awareness  that  in  order  to  keep  the  peace,  we  must  be  willing  to  invest  in  a  first- 
class  fighting  force.  That  growing  support  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  un- 
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flagging  devotion  of  organizations  such  as  the  AMVETS,  through  lean  years 
as  well  as  good  years,  and  I  am  proud  to  salute  you  and  all  of  those  associated 
with  you. 

But  I  rapidly  say,  we  must  not  be  lulled  into  complacency  so  that  we  make 
wrong  decisions  today  when  the  penalties  will  be  great  tomorrow.  There  still 
remains  an  insistent  cry  that  we  slash  billions  and  billions  of  dollars  from  our 
defense  budget  in  order  to  pay  for  a  galaxy  of  new  social  programs,  that  we  with- 
draw our  forces  from  many  places  in  the  world,  and  that  we  bargain  differently 
with  our  adversaries. 

Let  me  be  very  blunt.  Those  who  preach  to  us  that  we  must  slash  billions 
of  dollars  from  our  military  forces  fail  to  understand  that  our  Armed  Forces 
are  the  bulwark  of  freedom  throughout  the  world.  America  will  be  free  only 
as  long  as  America  is  strong. 

Those  who  preach  to  us  about  withdrawing  our  military  forces  from  around 
the  globe  fail  to  understand  that  America's  presence  and  America's  continuing 
commitment  to  our  allies  is  the  single  greatest  force  in  the  world  today.  Only 
so  long  as  other  nations  can  rely  upon  our  firmness  and  steadiness  will  world 
peace  remain  intact. 

And  finally,  those  who  preach  to  us  that  we  must  be  tougher  with  our  adversar- 
ies while  simultaneously  cutting  our  defense  budget  totally  fail  to  understand 
international  diplomacy.  If  the  day  ever  comes  when  America  goes  back  to 
the  bargaining  table  with  one  hand  tied  behind  her  back,  she  will  return  not 
on  her  feet  but  on  her  knees. 

If  I  may,  I  would  like  to  borrow  a  line  from  Adlai  Stevenson  in  another 
campaign,  24  years  ago.  He  said,  "Let's  talk  sense  to  the  American  people.  Let's 
tell  them  the  truth.  There  are  no  gains  without  pains." 

The  truth  is  that  in  today's  world  we  are  at  peace  only  because  we  are  strong 
and  we  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  of  a  mighty  military  force.  We  are  at  peace 
only  because  we  are  firmly  committed  to  our  friends  and  to  our  allies,  and  we 
are  at  peace  today  only  because  we  are  firm  and  determined  in  dealing  with  our 
adversaries. 

So  long  as  I  am  President,  and  so  long  as  the  AMVETS  and  many  other 
Americans  prevail — and  I  think  we  will — we  will  never  succumb  to  the  voices 
of  those  who  would  reduce  our  capability  to  deter  aggression  and  to  maintain 
the  peace. 

Mr.  Commander,  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  again,  for  your 
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award.  And  I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  and  to  your  associates  and  to 
your  successors  in  the  days  ahead. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Rose  mander,  and  Paul  Welch,  past  national  commander, 
Garden  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  remarks,  AMVETS,  and  Doris  Shrake,  national  president  of 
he  referred  to  Thomas  J.  McDonough,  national  com-       the  AMVETS  Auxiliary. 
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Statement  on  the  State  of  the  Economy.     October  19,  1976 

I  AM  extremely  pleased  by  today's  announcement  that  housing  starts  totaled 
over  1.8  million  units,  at  an  annual  rate,  in  September — up  over  17  percent  from 
August  and  up  almost  40  percent  from  September  of  1975.  Housing  permits  in 
September  and  new  home  sales  in  August  also  show^  healthy  increases. 

This  is  excellent  news  for  the  construction  industry  and  illustrates  the  increas- 
ing confidence  of  builders  and  home  buyers  in  the  strength  of  the  underlying 
economic  recovery. 

The  preUminary  GNP  data  released  today  indicated  that  the  economy  grew 
at  an  annual  rate  of  4.0  percent  in  the  third  quarter.  While  this  indicates  that 
the  pause  in  the  recovery  has  continued  for  two  quarters,  it  should  be  noted 
that  the  figures  on  overall  production  mask  some  promising  news.  The  overall 
growth  rate  was  held  down  by  a  decline  in  inventory  accumulation.  However, 
final  sales  to  consumers,  investors,  and  governments  rose  by  4.4  percent  com- 
pared to  4.2  percent  in  the  second  quarter  and  3.7  percent  in  the  first  quarter. 
These  figures  indicate  a  greater  willingness  to  spend  on  the  part  of  consumers 
and  businessmen  and,  like  the  housing  starts  data,  indicate  growing  confidence 
in  the  durability  of  the  recovery. 

As  I  indicated  last  Thursday — and  today's  news  supports  it — my  advisers 
in  this  area  expect  a  resumption  of  the  rate  of  growth  of  GNP  in  October, 
November,  and  December  of  over  5  percent  and  probably  closer  to  6  percent. 
They  expect  that  same  rate  of  growth  in  1977. 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  Agricultural  Resources 

Conservation  Bill-     October  20,  1976 

[Dated  October  19, 1976.    Released  October  20,  1976] 

I  AM  withholding  my  approval  from  S.  2081,  the  "Agricultural  Resources  Con- 
servation Act  of  1976." 

S.  2081  vv^ould  have  required  the  Federal  Government— the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture — to  appraise  the  land,  w^ater  and 
related  resources  of  the  Nation,  and  to  develop  a  plan  and  administer  a  program 
for  the  use  of  private  and  non-Federal  lands. 

I  have  several  objections  to  S.  2081.  The  bill  would  set  the  stage  for  the  creation 
of  a  large  and  costly  bureaucracy  to  "cooperate"  with  State  and  local  govern- 
ments and  private  landowners  in  an  attempt  to  insure  land  use  in  compliance 
with  the  master  plan.  Too  often  Federal  "cooperation" — when  accompanied  by 
vast  amounts  of  Federal  dollars  and  a  large  bureaucracy — becomes  Federal 
"direction." 

I  am  not  opposed  to  providing  technical  assistance  to  those  who  need  it.  The 
Federal  Government,  including  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  already  does  a 
great  deal  in  the  management  and  protection  of  our  natural  resources.  My 
1977  budget  proposal  called  for  outlays  in  excess  of  $11  billion  for  these  pro- 
grams. Included  in  that  amount  is  over  $400  million  for  the  very  program  ad- 
ministered by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  to  which  this  bill  is  directed. 

In  addition,  the  bill  would  subject  the  President's  statement  of  policy— a  docu- 
ment that  would  be  used  in  framing  Executive  Branch  budget  requests  for  this 
program — to  a  60-day  review  period  during  which  either  House  of  Congress  may 
disapprove  the  statement  of  policy  by  simple  resolution.  This  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  general  principle  of  separation  of  power  whereby  Congress  enacts 
laws  but  the  President  and  the  agencies  of  government  execute  them.  Further- 
more, it  would  violate  Article  I,  section  7  which  requires  that  resolutions  having 
the  force  of  law  be  sent  to  the  President  for  his  signature  or  veto. 

In  summary,  S.  2081  would  violate  the  principles  of  fiscal  responsibility,  mini- 
mum Federal  regulation,  separation  of  powers,  and  constitutional  government, 
and  accordingly,  I  withhold  my  approval. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  19,  1976. 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Bill  Providing  for  Loan 
Guarantees  for  Construction  of  Municipal  Waste  Water 
Treatment  Plants.     October  20,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  S.  3894,  a  bill  to  provide  loan  guarantees  for  construction  of 
municipal  waste  water  treatment  plants. 

Under  my  administration,  we  have  been  pursuing  a  massive  program  to 
clean  up  the  Nation's  waterways,  and  progress  has  been  heartening.  In  the 
municipal  area,  this  administration  obligated  over  $4  billion  for  waste  treat- 
ment plants  last  year  and  expects  to  obligate  from  $5  to  $6  billion  in  the  current 
fiscal  year.  From  these  efforts,  rivers,  lakes,  and  coastal  waters  across  the  country 
are  being  cleaned  up,  and  fishing,  boating,  and  other  recreational  areas  are  being 
opened  up  across  the  country. 

Despite  the  progress  that  is  being  made,  some  communities  face  difficulties  in 
raising  the  local  share  of  funds  for  waste  water  treatment  plant  construction.  I 
believe  strongly  that  local  governments  must  be  a  financial  partner  in  this  pro- 
gram and  strongly  oppose  Federal  financing  of  some  treatment  plant  projects  at 
100  percent,  as  some  have  proposed. 

The  loan  guarantees  authorized  by  this  bill  will  be  available  to  communities 
only  when  they  are  unable  to  obtain  sufficient  credit  on  reasonable  terms  without 
a  guarantee,  and  only  when  EPA  determines  there  is  a  reasonable  assurance  of 
repayment  of  the  loan.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  determine  whether 
financing  is  available  at  reasonable  rates.  The  Federal  Financing  Bank  will  loan 
the  funds  to  a  locality,  and  EPA  will  guarantee  payment  of  that  loan.  EPA  could 
charge  fees  for  its  expenses  in  reviewing  an  application  and  for  the  issuance  of 
a  commitment  to  make  a  guarantee. 

This  legislation  will  assure  that  no  community  is  prevented  from  participating 
in  the  municipal  clean  water  campaign  solely  because  of  short-term  inability  to 
obtain  financing.  This  is  particularly  important  since  communities  must  meet 
regulatory  requirements  under  the  Federal  Water  Pollution  Control  Act.  The 
bill  I  have  signed  will  assure  that  communities  will  be  able  to  finance  projects 
without  increasing  the  proportionate  Federal  share  through  grants. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  3984,  approved  October  19,   1976,  is  Public  Law  94-558   (90  Stat.  2639). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Arthritis,  Diabetes,  and  Digestive 
Disease  Amendments  of  1976.     October  20,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  S.  2910,  the  Arthritis,  Diabetes,  and  Digestive  Disease  Amend- 
ments of  1976.  Arthritis,  diabetes,  and  diseases  of  the  digestive  tract  affect  mil- 
Hons  of  Americans  and  claim  an  inestimable  toll  in  human  suffering  and 
disability  among  our  citizens  and  their  families. 

A  major  purpose  of  S.  2910  is  the  establishment  of  national  advisory  boards 
for  diabetes  and  arthritis,  and  a  National  Commission  on  Digestive  Diseases  to 
develop  a  long-range  plan  for  the  control  of  digestive  diseases. 

Since  S.  2910  w^ill  clearly  provide  appropriate  support  of  our  efforts  to  solve 
the  problems  associated  v^ith  these  diseases,  it  has  my  enthusiastic  endorsement. 
The  state  of  the  art  study  and  development  of  the  long-range  plan  by  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  Digestive  Diseases,  for  example,  v^ill  be  very  helpful  to 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  in  planning  its  programs  in 
this  area. 

The  enactment  of  S.  2910  v^ill  aid  the  Government's  efforts  to  alleviate  the 
problems  of  those  afflicted  w^ith  these  serious  and  disabling  diseases.  I  am  happy 
to  approve  it. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  2910,  approved  October  19,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-562  (90  Stat.  2645). 

925 

The  President's  News  Conference  of 
October  20,  1976 

The  President.  Won't  you  all  sit  dow^n. 

It  is  easier  to  get  in  the  Rose  Garden.  I  guess  v^e  had  better  go  back  to  it  We 
just  had  a  doorknob  break  oflf.  [Laughter'] 

Reporter.  That  is  a  sign  of  the  times. 

The  President.  You  can't  blame  that  on  me. 

Helen  [Helen  Thomas,  United  Press  International]. 

ALLEGATIONS    CONCERNING    PRESIDENT    FORD   AND   WATERGATE    INVESTIGATIONS 

[1.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  regardless  of  the  allegations  of  influences  at  the  time, 
and  in  view  of  the  long  national  nightmare  we  went  through,  do  you  have  any 
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regrets,  any  remorse  for  the  role  that  you  played  in  helping  to  block  the  first 
investigation  of  one  of  the  worst  White  House  scandals  in  history  ?  And  I  have 
a  f ollowup. 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  v^hat  I  did  in  v^orking  with  the  Republican 
members  of  the  House  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency  was  a  blocking 
of  an  investigation  of  Watergate.  I  did  that  because  the  Republican  members  of 
that  committee  specifically  asked  me  to  get  them  together. 

Now,  what  that  committee  would  have  done  was,  as  I  understood  it,  to  in- 
vestigate a  very  limited  part  of  certain  campaign  activities.  It  didn't  have  any 
intention  or  have  any  program  to  do  anything  beyond  that.  So  what  I  did  was  at 
the  request  of  the  responsible  people  on  the  Banking  and  Currency  Committee. 
And  under  the  circumstances,  as  I  knew  it  then,  I  think  I  would  do  exacdy  the 
same  thing. 

POSSIBILITY   OF   PARDON   FOR   CERTAIN   WATERGATE   FIGURES 

[2.]  Q.  Well,  Mr.  President,  there  also  is  a  widespread  speculation  that  you 
may  pardon  Mitchell,  Haldeman,  and  Ehrlichman,  which  is  all  part  of  the  same 
package.  Is  there  any  validity  to  that  ? 

The  President.  There  is  absolutely  no  validity  whatsoever  to  that  rumor.  In 
fact,  you  are  the  first  one  that's  raised  it  with  me.  So  I  want  you  to  know  it  and 
I  want  everybody  else  to  know  it:  There  is  no  credence  whatsoever  to  it. 

Ms.  Lewine  [Frances  Lewine,  Associated  Press]. 

COMMENTS  BY  CLARENCE  KELLEY  AND  GEN.  GEORGE  S.  BROWN 

[3.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  in  the  past  week,  two  top  men  in  your  administration, 
FBI  Chief  Clarence  Brown  and  General  George — I  mean  Clarence  Kelley  and 
General  George  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff — have  come  under 
criticism  for  their  comments  involving  curbs  on  the  press  and  aid  to  Israel. 
And  I  want  to  know — you  haven't  made  any  comment  on  this — what  is  your 
view  of  this  incident  ?  And  if  you  are  elected,  would  you  keep  these  two  men 
in  these  responsible  jobs  ? 

The  President.  I  am  glad  that  the  Counsel  of  the  White  House,  through  the 
Attorney  General,  did  stop  what  I  understood  was  to  be  a  speech  by  Clarence 
Kelley.  From  what  I  know  about  the  speech,  I  think  it  would  have  been  ill- 
advised  and  would  not  reflect  the  views  of  President  Ford  in  his  relationship 
with  the  press. 

Now,  General  Brown  had  an  interview  6  or  8  months  ago.  It  was  released 


2586 


October  20  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [925] 

at  a  time  when  I  am  certain  that  General  Brown  didn't  anticipate  it  would  be 
released,  and  it  was  released  in  part,  not  in  whole. 

General  Brown,  after  consulting  with  Secretary  of  Defense  Rumsfeld,  did 
appear  before  the  press — both  of  them— and  explained  the  entire  context  of 
the  interview.  And  the  total  interview  would  lead  any  reasonable  person  to 
a  different  interpretation  than  the  excerpts  that  were  taken  from  it  and  were 
released  to  the  press. 

Now  I  happen  to  believe  General  Brown,  and  I  have  reviewed  the  whole 
text  of  that  interview  myself.  Some  of  those  statements  were  impudent  (im- 
prudent) and  were  ill-advised,  and  I  certainly  don't  believe  that  General 
Brown,  in  that  position,  ought  to  make  those  kind  of  comments  in  several 
instances.  But  I  also  don't  believe  it  was  fair  in  the  prospective  or  released 
text,  that  certain  excerpts  should  be  taken,  and  several  of  them  taken  out  of 
context. 

Now,  General  Brown  was  just  recommended  by  me,  and  he  was  confirmed 
by  the  Senate  for  a  2-year  term  as  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs.  I  would  expect 
him  to  stay.  He  has  a  superb  military  record — ^35  years  of  devoted  service  in 
wartime— and  I  think  he  has  been  a  fine  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 
But  he  made  one  or  two  ill-advised  statements,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  he 
won't  do  it  again. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  would  keep  both  him  and  Mr.  Kelley  in  their  jobs? 

The  President.  Yes,  because  I  think  Clarence  Kelley  has  taken  a  very  serious 
situation  in  the  FBI — I  think  he  straightened  it  out— and  I  think  he  is  a  person 
that  all  of  us  can  have  trust  in  as  far  as  the  job  as  the  Director  of  the  FBI. 

PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN  THEMES 

[4.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  at  your  last  news  conference  you  said  that  the  cam- 
paign to  date  had  been,  quoting  you,  "mired  in  questions  that  have  little  bearing 
on  [upon]  the  future  of  this  Nation,"  and  that  you  would  try  to  elevate  the  level 
of  the  discourse  from  there  on.  Subsequently,  you  seemed  to  be  preoccupied  with 
suggesting  that  Mr.  Carter  was  a  dissembler  and  again  to  use  your  words,  "an 
individual  who  wavers,  wanders,  wiggles,  and  waffles,"  and  your  campaign 
organization  has  sponsored  reproductions  in  advertisements  of  the  front  cover 
of  Playboy  magazine.  Is  that  what  you  meant  by  elevating  the  level  of  the 
discourse  ? 

The  President.  I  think  it  is  graphic  and  accurate  to  say  that  Mr.  Carter  does 
waver,  wander,  wiggle,  and  waffle.  There  are  plenty  of  illustrations,  as  a  matter 
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of  fact,  that  that's  true.  Now,  the  language  is  a  Httle  graphic,  but  there  is  nothing 
personal  about  it.  I  didn't  attack  his  integrity  or  anything  close  to  that. 

Now,  Mr.  Carter  did  have  an  interview  in  Playboy  magazine.  I  haven't  looked 
at  the  magazine.  I  am  sure  there  are  about  7  million  Americans,  I  understand, 
who  will  look  at  it  and  will  probably  read  the  article.  [Laughter]  But  I  reiterate 
what  I  said  once  before:  I  turned  down  an  invitation  by  Playboy  Magazine  to 
have  an  interview  such  as  Mr.  Carter  did.  These  are  all  factual  statements,  either 
by  myself,  or  a  factual  statement  as  to  an  interview  that  he  had  in  a  certain 
magazine. 

ARAB   BOYCOTT  AGAINST  CERTAIN  AMERICAN   BUSINESSES 

[5.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Carter  yesterday  said  that  if  he  was  elected,  he 
would  end  the  Arab  oil  boycott.  I  wonder  if  you  consider  this  a  legitimate 
matter 

The  President.  You  mean  the  Arab  oil  embargo  or  the  Arab  boycott? 

Q.  The  Arab  boycott  on  Israel — I  misspoke.  I  wonder  if  you  consider  this 
a  legitimate  objective,  and  if  you  would  like  to  do  the  same  thing? 

The  President.  The  Ford  administration  is  the  only  administration  since 
1952,  when  the  Arab  boycott  went  into  effect,  that  has  done  anything  in  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government.  Now,  Mr.  Carter  says  that  he  would 
end  it — ^very  short  sentence.  I  resent  the  inference  of  that.  The  Arab  boycott 
was  initiated  in  1952.  In  effect,  he  is  saying  that  President  Eisenhower  didn't 
do  anything,  that  President  Kennedy  didn't  do  anything  about  it,  that  President 
Johnson  didn't  do  anything  about  it.  President  Nixon  didn't  do  anything  about 
it,  and  he  infers  I  haven't.  Of  course,  he  is  inaccurate  there.  But  I  resent  that 
he  is  challenging  those  other  four  Presidents — Eisenhower,  Kennedy,  Johnson, 
and  Nixon — ^because  I  know  they  opposed  the  Arab  boycott  just  as  much  as  I 
do  and  as  much  as  Mr.  Carter  does.  And  I  wonder  how  anybody  can  be  so  naive 
as  to  say  in  one  sentence  that  he  is  going  to  do  something  that  four  other  out- 
standing individuals  didn't  do,  even  though  they  opposed  the  same  thing. 
And  I  think  it  is  ridiculous  for  him  to  make  that  kind  of  an  allegation. 

vice-presidential    candidate    ROBERT   DOLE 

[6.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  since  your  nomination,  your  decision  to  choose 
Robert  Dole  as  Vice  President  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  ones  you've 
had  to  make.  His  record,  both  during  the  campaign  and  in  Congress,  has  been 
one  of  extreme  partisanship;  for  example,  in  his  support  of  nominations  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Haynsworth  and  Carswell  and  his  actions  on  the  Watergate 
investigation. 
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What  can  you  point  to  in  his  career  that  shows  that  he  has  that  judgment, 
that  initiative,  and  that  leadership  that  Americans  are  looking  for  in  a  Vice 
President  and  a  potential  President  ? 

The  President,  He  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  I  think,  for  16  years.  I  believe  his  record  as  a  Representative  and  as 
a  Senator  is  an  excellent  record.  In  fact,  it's  a  record  of  longer  tenure  than 
Senator  Mondale. 

So  on  that  basis,  he  is  better  qualified  than  Senator  Mondale.  They  have 
different  philosophies.  Mondale  is  a  very  liberal  Senator,  and  Dole  is  a  moderate- 
to-conservative.  But  I  think  Bob  Dole,  on  the  basis  of  his  record  of  service  in 
the  Congress,  is  fully  qualified  to  be  Vice  President. 

JIMMY   carter's   INTERVIEV^   IN  PLAYBOY  MAGAZINE 

[7.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  if  I  could  go  back  to  that  Playboy  interview  for  a 
moment,  sir.  If  you  haven't  read  it  or  seen  Playboy,  why  do  you  think  it  is  fair 
to  criticize  Mr.  Carter  about  it  ? 

The  President.    I  have  read  the  article.  I  haven't  read  it  in  the  magazine. 

Q.  Well,  if  I  could  follow  up  on  that,  when  you  criticize  him,  is  it  because 
you  specifically  disagree  with  some  things  that  he  said  in  that,  or  is  it  because 
of  the  political  benefit  that  a  person  might  be  expected  to  get  in  criticizing 
Playboy  magazine  ? 

The  President.  I  don't  know  why  Mr.  Carter  agreed  to  the  interview.  That 
is  not  for  me  to  judge.  That  was  a  decision  made  by  him.  I  don't  think  a  President 
of  the  United  States  ought  to  have  an  interview  in  a  magazine  that  has  that 
format.  It's  a  personal  conviction. 

ARAB   BOYCOTT   AGAINST  CERTAIN   AMERICAN   BUSINESSES 

[8.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  a  moment  ago,  when  you  were  talking  about  the 
Arab  boycott,  you  were  accusing  Mr.  Carter  of  inferring  that  previous  Presi- 
dents had  done  nothing  about  it,  but  you  prefaced  that  with  a  statement  that 
the  Ford  administration  is  the  only  one  that  had  done  anything  about  it  since 
1952.  Aren't  you  and  Mr.  Carter  making  the  same  accusations  ? 

The  President.  I've  done  it.  He  says  that  he  is  going  to  end  it.  I  think  the 
affirmative  action  that  I've  taken— and  it  has  been  proven,  I  think,  helpful, 
because  of  what  has  transpired  since,  I  think  it  was  October  7,  when  the  actual 
order  was  issued  that  would  force  companies  who  had  participated  to  have  their 
names  revealed— I  think  diis  will  be  a  big  difference.  I  hope  it  will. 

I  am  against  that  Arab  boycott.  But  I  repeat:  I  am  the  first  President  that 
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has  taken  any  affirmative  action.  And  I  think  the  way  that  Mr.  Carter  stated 
it  was  a  reflection  on  previous  Presidents  who  I  know  felt  as  strongly  as  he  does 
that  an  Arab  boycott  is  contrary  to  the  philosophy  that  we  as  Americans  have. 

Q.  If  you  are  saying  that  previous  Presidents  did  nothing  about  it,  aren't 
you,  in  eflfect,  making  the  same  accusation  against  them  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  said  he  said  they  had  not  done  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  have  said  the  Ford  administration  is  the  only  one  that  has  done 
anything. 

The  President.  Anything  that's  required  that  companies  put  their  name  on 
the  line  that  they  participated  or  had  received  information,  that  is  correct. 

ARAB   OIL  EMBARGO 

[9.]  Q.  During  your  last  debate  with  Jimmy  Carter,  Mr.  Carter  stated  that 
if  there  was  another  Arab  oil  boycott,  and  he  was  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  would  break  that  boycott  by  countering  it  with  a  boycott  of  our  own. 

Mr.  President,  do  you  think  this  is  a  realistic  possibility  ?  Could  the  United 
States  break  down  an  Arab  oil  boycott — or  embargo,  by  penalizing  them  by 
refusing  to  sell  materials  to  them  ?  And  secondly,  even  if  it  is  realistic  would  it 
be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  States  ? 

The  President.  My  answer  would  be  that  I  would  not  tolerate  an  Arab  oil 
embargo.  But  I  add  very  quickly,  in  the  current  atmosphere,  because  of  the 
leadership  of  the  Ford  administration,  you  aren't  going  to  have  an  Arab  oil  em- 
bargo. Let  me  tell  you  why. 

In  1973,  we  had  the  Yom  Kippur  war.  That  was  settled.  We  had  the  Sinai  I 
agreement,  followed  by  the  Sinai  II  agreement. 

This  administration,  in  the  Sinai  II  agreement,  was  able  to  expand  the  peace 
effort  in  the  Middle  East  because  the  Arab  nations  on  the  one  hand  and  Israel 
on  the  other  trust  the  Ford  administration. 

You  won't  find  among  Arab  nations  today  the  same  attitude  that  prevailed  at 
the  time  of  the  Yom  Kippur  war,  and  you  won't  find  the  possibilities  of  another 
Middle  East  war  today  that  you  had  in  1973.  So,  the  probabilities  of  an  Arab 
oil  embargo  are  virtually  nil  because  of  the  leadership  of  this  administration. 

Now,  furthermore,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  proposed  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Carter,  if  there  was  one.  He  said  he  would  cut  off  food,  he  would  cut  off  trade, 
he  would  cut  off  military  arms.  I  think  we  can  avoid  any  Arab  oil  embargo  and 
not  have  to  resort  to  cutting  off  food  that  American  farmers  have  produced  and 
sell  abroad  in  order  to  help  our  economy  here  at  home. 
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PRESIDENT    ford's    VISION    FOR    AMERICA 

[10.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  many  people  are  saying  that  the  candidates  are  show- 
ing no  vision.  What  is  your  vision  for  America  ? 

The  President.  My  vision  for  America,  first,  is  that  w^e  shall  be  a  nation  at 
peace,  as  we  are  today.  My  vision  of  the  next  4  years  is  also  that  we  will  have  a 
better  quality  of  life;  that  we  will  have  our  younger  people  having  a  better 
opportunity  for  quality  education;  that  every  person  who  wants  a  job  will  have 
a  job;  that  the  best  health  care  will  be  available  at  prices  people  can  afford;  that 
we  will  have  a  record  of  safety  and  security  in  the  streets  of  America  for  those 
215  million  Americans  who  ought  to  be  able  to  walk  in  their  community  or  any 
other  part  of  the  country  without  the  threat  of  crime.  My  vision  would  also 
include  an  opportunity  for  greater  recreation  capability. 

In  other  words,  peace,  a  job,  better  health,  better  education,  no  crime — or 
control  over  the  criminal  situation — and  a  better  opportunity  for  recreation — 
those  are  the  visions  that  I  have. 

Q.  Many  people,  though,  are  asking  whether  you  truly  have  a  vision  for  the 
underprivileged,  whether  you  really  care. 

The  President.  When  you  say  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  I  think 
that  certainly  indicates  that  you  have  a  deep  concern  for  the  people  who  are 
disadvantaged,  unemployed. 

OUTCOME  OF   NOVEMBER  2  ELECTION 

[11.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  you've  made  any  wagers  with  your  family, 
your  friends,  or  your  staff,  about  what  the  popular  and  electoral  vote  will  be  on 
November  2,  and,  if  so,  could  you  share  them  with  us  ? 

The  President.  I  haven't  made  any  wagers  with  my  family  as  to  the  outcome, 
but  all  of  us — the  four  children,  Betty,  and  myself-^believe  that  when  the  votes 
are  finally  counted,  the  American  people  will  want  4  years  of  the  progress 
we've  made  in  the  last  2,  and  a  better  America  during  that  period.  But  there  are 
no  wagers  as  to  whether  we  are  going  to  win  or  not. 

PROGRAMS   FOR   MINORITY  GROUPS 

[12.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  the  comment  by  Secretary  Butz  that  led  to  his 
resignation  was  made  in  response  to  a  question  about  the  commitment  of  this 
administration  to  blacks  and  other  minorities.  What  is  the  commitment  of  this 
administration  ?  What  plans  do  you  have  to  expand  the  entering  into  the  society 
of  blacks  and  other  minorities  in  the  next  4  years,  if  you  are  elected  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  have  a  number  of  good  programs  at  the  present 
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time.  We  certainly  will  continue  to  enforce  the  Civil  Rights  Act  that  was  passed 
when  I  was  in  Congress,  which  I  supported.  We  will  enforce  it  as  to  the  right 
to  vote,  as  to  housing,  as  to  the  opportunities  for  minority  business.  We  will 
cover  the  spectrum  to  make  sure  that  any  minority,  not  just  blacks  but  any 
minority — ^Mexican  Americans,  Chicanos,  generally,  blacks — all  minorities  in 
this  country  ought  to  be  treated  equitably  and  fairly,  and  they  will  under  the 
existing  laws  as  they  have  been  for  the  last  2-plus  years. 

UNITED  STATES   RELATIONS  WITH   ISRAEL 

[13.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  Barry  Gold  water  has  said  that  he  agrees  with  Gen- 
eral Brown  in  the  sense  that  Israel  is  a  military  burden  of  the  United  States 
and  that  we  may  deplete  our  own  armories  to  supply  Israel  and  that  we  may  give 
Israel  too  many  arms,  too  much  arms.  Is  Israel  a  burden  in  your  opinion,  and 
will  we  deplete  our  own  arms  in  giving  Israel  arms  ? 

The  President.  That  is  a  very  good  question,  and  I  would  like  to  expand  a 
bit  in  my  response,  if  I  might.  The  United  States  is  dedicated  to  the  security  and 
survival  of  Israel.  The  3  million  Israelis — they're  a  democratic  state  in  an  area 
where  democracy  doesn't  flourish.  We  have  many,  many  good,  firm,  fine  ties 
with  the  people  and  with  the  Government  of  Israel.  I  want  that  to  be  understood 
very  clearly. 

Now,  you  have  to  look  at  the  broad  picture  when  you  look  at  the  United 
States  and  Israel's  military  circumstances.  At  the  time  of  the  Yom  Kippur  war, 
the  United  States  came  immediately  to  the  aid  of  Israel  with  substantial  mili- 
tary hardware,  military  equipment.  We  drew  down  from  our  reserves  in  Western 
Europe,  in  the  NATO  forces,  U.S.  hardware  that  was  sent  to  Israel.  Now,  that 
was  not  an  irreparable  situation  in  NATO  because  in  the  interim,  from  1973,  we 
have  virtually  made  up  that  drawdown.  But  for  a  period  of  time,  one  could 
say  that  the  immediate  needs  of  Israel  in  a  crisis  were  a  burden  to  the  United 
States. 

On  the  other  hand,  since  I  have  been  President — August  9, 1974,  to  the  present 
time — in  order  to  make  Israel  strong  militarily,  the  Ford  administration  has 
either  granted  or  sold  about  $2!^  billion  worth  of  military  equipment  to  the 
State  of  Israel.  And  the  net  result  is,  today  Israel  is  stronger  militarily  than  it  was 
prior  to  the  Yom  Kippur  war  because  of  the  support  of  the  Ford  administra- 
tion. So  today  Israel  is  not  a  burden  militarily  to  the  United  States  because  of  the 
forthright  action  of  the  Ford  administration. 

So,  you  have  to  take  the  comments  that  have  been  made  in  the  proper  context. 
Israel  is  a  strong  ally  who  doesn't  want  U.S.  troops  to  be  participants  in  any 
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future  military  engagement  there,  because  Israel  is  strong  and  the  Ford  admin- 
istration has  contributed  significantly  to  making  them  strong.  But  in  the  1973 
Yom  Kippur  war,  some  emergency  actions  had  to  be  taken.  Now  we  have 
overcome  it.  Israel  is  strong;  they  are  a  good  ally,  and  we  are  dedicated  to  their 
security  and  survival. 

PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN  ISSUES;   FEDERAL  ASSISTANCE  TO  CITIES 

[14.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  sir,  and 
concern  that  the  issues  discussed  in  the  campaign  have  been  too  narrow,  and 
you  and  Mr.  Carter  haven't  discussed  a  broad  enough  range  of  issues  and  that, 
frankly,  very  often  during  the  debates,  you  have  been  rattling  off  prerehearsed 
answers  to  questions,  regardless  of  the  questions.  How  about  that  large  ques- 
tion, and  would  you  have  any  particular  initiative  for  America's  troubled  cities 
in  another  term  ? 

The  President.  Let  me  speak  very  forthrightly.  I  can't  speak  for  Mr.  Carter, 
but  we  don't  anticipate  what  those  questions  are  going  to  be  from  the  members 
of  the  press.  We  answer  them  based  on  our  knowledge  or  our  experience.  And 
in  my  case,  they  are  not  prerehearsed,  and  any  allegations  to  that  effect  just 
aren't  accurate. 

Now  let  me  say  this  about  the  Ford  administration  and  its  reference  to  the 
needs  and  requirements  of  our  major  metropolitan  areas.  The  Ford  adminis- 
tration, with  general  revenue  sharing,  with  the  Community  Development  Act, 
Mass  Transit  Act,  with  the  LEAA  program  and  a  number  of  other  programs, 
has  given  more  money  to  major  metropolitan  cities,  to  our  big  cities  in  this 
country,  than  any  previous  administration.  That's  a  fact. 

Now,  the  net  result  is  sometimes  those  programs  have  overlapped.  And  so 
about  5  months  ago,  I  asked  the  Secretary  of  HUD,  Carla  Hills,  to  head  a 
Cabinet-level  committee  called  the  Committee  on  Urban  Development  and 
Neighborhood  Revitalization.  And  some  time — I  hope  maybe  this  week  or 
next — we  will  have  the  Cabinet  committee's  recommendations  so  we  can  better 
utilize  the  vast  amounts  of  money,  the  billions  and  billions  of  dollars  that  have 
gone  from  the  Federal  Treasury  to  our  cities  so  that  they  will  be  better  utilized.^ 
And  I  am  looking  forward  to  that  report.  I  am  looking  forward  to  having  it 
published,  because  I  am  told  that  it  has  some  very  good  recommendations  how 
we  can  better  utilize  what  we  are  making  available. 

ALLEGATIONS  CONCERNING  PRESIDENT  FORD  AND  WATERGATE  INVESTIGATIONS 

[15.]    Q.  Mr.  President,  in  addition  to  doing  what  you  did  in  connection 


^  For  the  President's  statement  on  receiving  the  report,  see  Item  930. 

2593 


[925]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  20 

with  the  proposed  Patman  inquiry  in  1972  at  the  request  of  the  Republican 
members  of  the  Patman  committee,  were  you  also  asked  by  either  Mr.  Nixon 
or  by  anyone  acting  for  him  on  the  White  House  staff  to  do  what  you  did? 
The  President.  As  I  recall  my  testimony,  John  [John  Osborne,  The  New 
Republic],  before  one — maybe  both — committees,  I  said  I  had  never  been  con- 
tacted by  President  Nixon,  by  Mr.  Ehrlichman,  by  Mr.  Haldeman,  or  by  Mr. 
Dean.  And  I  said  that  I  had  virtually  daily  contact  with  Mr.  Timmons,  who 
was  the  head  of  the  legislative  liaison  office,  but,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
neither  he  nor  anybody  in  his  office  asked  me  to  take  a  hand  in  the  Patman 
action  or  the  committee  action.^  That  was  my  testimony  in  1973;  it's  my  testi- 
mony, or  my  answer  to  your  question  today. 

DEFENSE  BUDGET 

[16.]  Q.  Mr.  President,  you  stated  that  Governor  Carter  once  advocated  a 
$15-billion  cut  in  the  defense  budget.  He  said  that's  not  so,  that  he  only  wants 
to  cut  $5  billion  or  $7  billion  out  and  he  wants  to  take  it  all  out  of  waste.  I  would 
like  to  know,  why  don't  you  join  Governor  Carter  in  coming  out  in  favor  of 
cutting  that  much  waste  out  of  the  defense  budget? 

The  President.  First,  the  record  is  clear  that  on  two  occasions.  Governor  Car- 
ter did  say — one  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  one  in  Los  Angeles — and  he  was 
quoted  in  reputable  newspapers — that  he  would  cut  the  defense  budget  $15 
billion. 

Now  it  is  true,  according  to  what  he  says  today,  that  he  has  gone  from  a  $15- 
billion  cut  down  to  a  $5-  to  $7-billion  cut.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  as  he  gets  better 
educated  in  these  matters,  that  he  understands  that  you  can't  do  that  to  the 
Defense  Department  and  be  strong  enough  to  meet  the  challenges  of  the  Soviet 
Union  or  anybody  else. 

All  right.  The  Ford  administration,  in  January  of  this  year,  recommended  to 
the  Congress  a  military  budget  that  called  for  spending— what  we  call  obUga- 
tion  authority— of  about  $112.5  billion.  We  said  that  you  could  keep  the  military 
strong  and  keep  the  peace  as  we  have  it  with  that  kind  of  a  military  budget, 
providing  the  Congress  would  take  certain  other  actions  to  improve  the  efficiency 
and  achieve  economies  in  the  Defense  Department,  and  I  think  those  proposed 
economies  total  about  $4  billion. 

Now,  the  Congress,  when  they  got  all  through,  only  approved  about  a  billion 
and  a  half  to  $2  billion  of  those  economies  that  the  Ford  administration  rec- 
ommended for  the  Department  of  Defense.  So,  we  were  on  record  in  January 

*U.S.  Representative  Wright  Patman  from  Texas  was  Chairman  of  the  House  Banking,  Currency,  and 
Housing  Committee,  which  investigated  the  Watergate  break-in. 
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for  some  very  specific  economies,  improved  efficiency  in  the  Defense  Depart- 
ment. And  the  net  result  is,  Congress  wouldn't  go  along  w^ith  it.  They  wouldn't 
change  the  laws.  But  we  are  going  to  send  up  a  budget  in  January  for  the  Defense 
Department  that  will  provide  for  the  necessary  funding  to  keep  the  peace,  but 
we  will  also  send  up  the  kind  of  economy,  efficiency  recommendations  that  we 
made  last  January. 

Reporter.  Thank  you. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  very  much.  How  do  you  like  the  afternoon 
show?  [Laughter] 

note:  President  Ford's  thirty-ninth  news  conference  began  at  2  p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Statement  on  Signing  Amendments  to  the  Bretton  Woods 
Agreements  Act.     October  21,  1976 

I  HAVE  approved  H.R.  13955,  an  act  "to  provide  for  amendment  of  the  Bretton 
Woods  Agreements  Act,  and  for  other  purposes."  This  legislation  authorizes 
United  States  acceptance  of  amendments  to  the  Articles  of  Agreement  of  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  and  United  States  consent  to  a  proposed  increase 
in  its  quota  in  the  Fund. 

The  reforms  of  the  international  monetary  system  which  the  United  States 
accepts  through  these  amendments  are  the  culmination  of  years  of  debate  and 
negotiation  following  the  breakdown  of  the  Bretton  Woods  par  value  system  in 
1971.  This  new  international  monetary  system  recognizes  that  development  of 
stable  underlying  economic  and  financial  conditions  is  in  essential  prerequisite 
to  the  achievement  of  international  monetary  stability.  At  the  same  time,  the  new 
system  will  provide  the  increased  flexibility,  resilience,  and  reliance  on  market 
mechanisms  which  today's  monetary  relationships  require,  replacing  the  ex- 
change rate  rigidity  and  gold  emphasis  of  the  Bretton  Woods  system. 

In  the  post- World  War  II  era,  we  have  increasingly  recognized  the  importance 
of  a  smoothly  functioning  international  monetary  system  to  American  jobs, 
production,  and  growth  and  to  the  maintenance  of  a  prosperous  and  stable  world 
economy.  The  attainment  of  the  international  economic  as  well  as  political  and 
national  security  objectives  of  the  United  States  depends  in  large  measure  on 
our  success  in  maintaining  a  strong  and  healthy  world  economy,  and  that,  in 
turn,  requires  a  sound,  smoothly  functioning,  and  equitable  international  mone- 
tary system. 
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For  all  these  reasons,  I  am  especially  pleased  to  sign  into  law  this  act  to  provide 
for  amendment  of  the  Bretton  Woods  Agreements  Act. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  13955,  approved  October  19,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-564  (90  Stat.  2661). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Immigration  and  Nationality 
Act  Amendments  of  1976.     October  21,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  H.R.  14535,  the  Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  Amendments 
of  1976.  This  legislation  brings  our  immigration  procedures  for  the  Western 
Hemisphere  into  line  with  those  for  the  Eastern  Hemisphere.  Among  other 
things  the  enrolled  bill  would: 

•  apply  the  preference  system  currently  applicable  to  Eastern  Hemisphere 
immigrants  to  natives  of  countries  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  (with  minor 
modifications) ; 

•  apply  the  20,000-per-country  limit  to  countries  of  the  Western  Hemisphere; 

•  make  Western  Hemisphere  immigrants  eligible  for  adjustment  of  status 
to  that  of  lawful  permanent  residents  on  an  equal  basis  with  Eastern  Hemis- 
phere immigrants; 

•  apply  the  labor  certification  requirements  equally  to  immigrants  native  to 
both  hemispheres;  and 

•  provide  that  Cuban  refugees  covered  under  the  Cuban  Refugee  Act  of  1966 
will  not  be  charged  to  the  Western  Hemisphere  quota  (of  120,000  per  year). 

This  legislation  will  also  facilitate  the  reunification  of  Mexican-American 
families  by  giving  preference  to  Mexican  nationals  who  are  close  relatives  of 
United  States  citizens  or  lawful  permanent  residents,  or  who  have  needed  job 
skills.  I  am  concerned,  however,  about  one  aspect  of  the  legislation  which  has 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  legal  immigration  into  this  country  from  Mexico.  Cur- 
rently about  40,000  natives  of  Mexico  legally  immigrate  to  the  United  States 
each  year.  This  legislation  would  cut  that  number  in  half. 

The  United  States  has  a  very  special  and  historic  relationship  with  our  neigh- 
bor to  the  south.  In  view  of  this  special  status  we  have  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment and  the  Mexican  people,  I  will  submit  legislation  to  the  Congress  in  January 
to  increase  the  immigration  quotas  for  Mexicans  desiring  to  come  to  the  United 
States. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  14535,  approved  October  20,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-571  (90  Stat.  2703). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
Technical  Amendments  Act  of  1976.     October  21,  1976 

THE  Rural  Electrification  Administration  (REA)  was  established  41  years  ago. 
At  that  time,  only  10  percent  of  the  farms  had  electricity.  Now  99  percent  of 
America's  farms  enjoy  the  convenience  and  use  of  many  electric,  laborsaving 
devices  in  the  production  of  food  and  fiber  for  all  our  citizens.  Productivity  in- 
creases in  American  agriculture,  and  the  reversal  of  the  rural  to  urban  migra- 
tion are  testimony  to  the  beneficial  change  that  rural  America  has  experienced— 
which  to  a  large  extent  is  attributable  to  the  improved  availability  of  electricity. 

In  helping  to  electrify  rural  America  since  1935,  REA  has  made  and  guaran- 
teed $18  billion  in  loans.  Significantly,  during  this  current  fiscal  year,  REA  ex- 
pects to  make  $3.5  billion  in  electric  loan  guarantees.  The  fact  that  only  $44,000 
has  been  written  off  over  these  four  decades  is  indicative  of  the  conscientious 
effort  not  only  to  administer  the  program  soundly  but  to  assure  that  the  tax- 
payer's money  is  secure. 

The  REA  revolving  fund  and  guaranteed  loan  program,  established  in  1973, 
is  also  being  used  effectively  to  help  alleviate  the  energy  shortage  through  the 
participation  of  REA  borrowers,  along  with  the  investor-owned  utilities,  in  the 
construction  of  new  electric  generation  plants. 

I  have  signed  H.R.  12207,  the  rural  electrification  act  amendments.  This  act 
corrects  some  inequities  that  crept  into  the  comprehensive  1973  changes  in  the 
Rural  Electrification  Act.  The  combined  efforts  of  my  administration,  the  na- 
tional associations  of  electric  and  telephone  borrowers,  and  the  Congress,  in 
developing  badly  needed  corrective  legislation,  is  a  demonstration  of  the  kind 
of  cooperation  and  leadership  that  can  make  a  program  responsive  to  the  needs 
of  our  people  and  the  Nation. 

The  bill  I  have  signed  will  save  the  U.S.  Treasury  $42  million  in  unnecessary 
interest  subsidies  in  the  5-year,  fiscal  1977-1981  period  by  changing  the  criteria 
establishing  eligibility  for  2-percent  electric  and  telephone  loans.  The  act  also 
transfers  some  $456  million  of  unobligated  funds  from  the  1973  appropriation 
into  the  Rural  Electrification  and  Telephone  Revolving  Fund  where  it  can  be 
used  for  insured  loans,  subject  to  limitations  established  by  the  Congress. 

These  amendments  to  the  REA  legislation  will  help  make  a  good  program 
even  more  effective. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  12207,  approved  October  20,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-570  (90  Stat.  2701). 
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929 

Statement  on  Visual  Television  Aids  for  Americans 
With  Hearing  Impairments.     October  21,  1976 

MILLIONS  of  Americans  suffer  from  hearing  defects,  a  disability  which  affects 
more  persons  than  visual  impairment,  heart  disease,  or  any  other  chronic  physi- 
cal ailment. 

A  substantial  percentage  of  the  over  13  million  Americans  who  suffer  hearing 
impairment  are  unable  to  fully  enjoy  television  as  an  entertainment  and  infor- 
mation medium  due  to  their  disability.  And  yet  television  is  a  primary  source  of 
entertainment  in  our  Nation. 

The  Public  Broadcasting  System  has  pioneered  the  development  of  a  system  to 
subtitle  commercial  television  entertainment  programs,  so  that  persons  who 
have  decoders  can  see  printed  words  on  their  television  screens.  Those  viewers 
without  decoders  would  have  no  disruption  of  their  television  pictures  in  any 
way. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  Nation's  television  broadcasters,  the  producers 
of  entertainment  programs,  the  advertising  community,  equipment  manufac- 
turers, and  others,  I  believe  we  can  bring  about  the  voluntary  implementation  of 
a  closed-captioning  system.  To  that  end,  I  have  asked  the  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Telecommunications  Policy  to  meet  at  the  earliest  opportunity  with  appropri- 
ate persons  in  the  public  and  private  sector  to  encourage  the  voluntary  imple- 
mentation of  a  closed-captioning  system. 

It  is  my  strong  conviction  that  every  American  should  have  the  opportunity 
to  participate  fully  in  and  enjoy  the  entertainment  and  information  sources 
we  as  a  nation  have  to  offer. 

930 

Statement  on  the  Interim  Report  of  the  President's  Committee  on 
Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood  Revitalization. 
October  21,  1976 

I  WELCOME  the  interim  report  from  Secretary  Hills  and  the  President's  Com- 
mittee on  Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood  Revitalization.  This  report 
reflects  a  realistic,  commonsense,  practical  assessment  of  the  urban  condition.  It 
is  straight  talk — not  vague  or  empty  political  promises. 
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This  report  clearly  shows  that  the  plight  of  many  older  cities  results  from  a 
combination  of  complex  and  interrelated  forces:  not  enough  jobs,  too  many 
needy  and  poor,  crime  and  the  fear  of  crime,  and  deteriorating  housing  and 
property  values.  These  basic  problems,  in  turn,  have  brought  about  declines  in 
the  tax  base  and  higher  costs  of  public  services,  which  result  in  inadequate 
schools,  less  police  and  fire  protection,  and  overcrowded  mass  transportation.  In 
many  cases,  conflicting  Federal  and  State  programs  and  redtape  have  contrib- 
uted to  the  plight  of  cities  by  undermining  effective  local  political  leadership. 

But  the  conclusion  of  the  report  is  optimistic.  Secretary  Hills  and  her  colleagues 
found  that  there  is  a  dynamic  spirit  of  self-help  at  work  in  practically  all  Ameri- 
can cities.  The  people  of  the  cities  are  self-reliant  and  eager  to  come  to  grips  with 
their  own  problems.  Their  leaders,  for  the  most  part,  are  looking  for  help  in 
developing  local  solutions — not  for  political  promises  of  magic  remedies  from 
Washington.  The  people  of  urban  neighborhoods  are  taking  the  initiative  in 
solving  their  own  problems  under  their  own  control. 

Secretary  Hills'  report  recommends  ways  we  can  better  utilize  the  billions 
of  dollars  the  Federal  Government  invests  in  the  cities  each  year.  We  will 
carefully  study  these  proposals  for  inclusion  in  my  legislative  proposals  to  the 
new  Congress. 

Since  I  took  office  2  years  ago,  my^  administration  has  followed  a  clear 
urban  policy:  to  provide  the  cities  and  their  neighborhoods  a  fair  share  of 
Federal  resources  and  the  opportunity  and  flexibility  to  solve  their  own  problems 
and  manage  their  own  growth  and  progress.  To  carry  out  this  policy,  here  are 
some  of  the  things  this  administration  has  done  and  will  continue  to  do: 

1.  General  Revenue  Sharing.  This  is  the  most  important  program  of  Fed- 
eral assistance  to  local  governments  in  American  history.  Since  1972,  we  have 
returned  to  cities,  counties,  towns,  communities,  and  States  $30.2  billion  to 
assist  the  people  in  meeting  public  needs.  This  program  has  already  helped 
our  cities  immensely,  and  the  general  revenue  sharing  extension,  which  I  signed 
last  week,  will  provide  $25.6  billion  more  for  these  purposes  over  the  next  3% 
years. 

2.  Community  Development.  Less  than  2  weeks  after  I  became  President,  I  was 
proud  to  sign  the  landmark  Housing  and  Community  Development  Act  of 
1974.  Through  this  act  we  have  provided  $8.6  billion  in  block  grants  to  American 
communities  for  use  as  they  see  fit  in  meeting  their  local  community 
development  needs. 

3.  Housing.  My  goal  is  a  home  for  every  American  family  in  a  safe  and  clean 
environment.  To  reach  that  goal,  I  will  continue  economic  policies  to  hold  down 
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inflation,  allow  interest  rates  to  drop,  and  restrain  pressures  for  increases  in 
housing  costs.  Further  evidence  that  these  policies  are  succeeding  is  provided  by 
the  recently  announced  reduction  in  the  interest  rate  on  mortgage  loans  in- 
sured or  guaranteed  by  the  Federal  Government.  This  rate  is  now  lower  than 
it  has  been  since  April  1975,  making  it  easier  for  middle-income  families  to 
become  homeowners.  I  have  also  recommended  reductions  in  downpayment 
requirements  on  FHA-insured  loans. 

4.  Transportation.  There  must  be  swift  and  convenient  transportation  within 
and  into  our  cities  and  communities.  We  have  provided  several  billion  dollars 
in  Federal  funds  as  our  part  in  the  working  partnership  with  State  and  local 
governments  to  provide  urban  transportation. 

5.  Crime.  I  am  determined  to  lead  a  Federal,  State,  local,  and  community 
effort  to  make  the  streets  and  homes  of  America  safe  for  every  man,  woman, 
and  child.  We  must  get  the  career  criminals  off  the  streets  and  into  jails.  We  can 
do  this  with  the  certain  sentences  for  Federal  crimes  I  have  proposed  to  Congress 
as  a  model  for  State  and  local  governments.  One  of  my  top  priorities  in  the  first 
100  days  of  the  new  term  will  be  to  rally  all  America  behind  Federal  anticrime 
legislation. 

6.  ]obs.  I  am  dedicated  to  the  principle  that  every  American  who  wants  a  job 
can  find  a  job.  Millions  of  Americans  have  been  trained  through  the  CETA  pro- 
gram and  other  Federal  programs,  but  we  need  to  do  more.  Last  January,  I 
proposed  a  job  creation  program  in  high  unemployment  areas,  but  Congress 
failed  to  act.  We  must  also  find  a  way  to  provide  for  young  Americans  the 
training  and  experience  they  need  to  practice  a  trade  or  a  craft  or  a  practical 
business  skill.  We  must  put  all  of  America  to  work. 

7.  Education.  The  goal  of  my  administration  is  a  quality  education  for  every 
young  American.  We  need  reforms  in  Federal  and  State  education  procedures 
to  make  certain  that  teachers  can  spend  more  time  teaching  instead  of  filling 
out  government  forms.  We  need  diversity  and  competition  in  education.  We 
need  to  preserve  our  nonpublic  schools  and  to  make  our  public  schools  better. 

8.  Neighborhoods.  My  policy  toward  the  cities  recognizes  and  will  build 
upon  a  great  source  of  strength:  the  rich  variety  of  urban  neighborhoods — 
neighborhoods  where  Americans  have  built  family,  personal,  cultural,  eco- 
nomic, religious,  and  political  relationships  that  form  true  communities.  This 
is  the  American  tradition  at  its  best.  And  we  will  work  with  citizen  groups 
throughout  the  country  to  preserve  and  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  these 
neighborhoods. 

9.  Vigorous  Economy.  Most  of  all,  our  cities  and  neighborhoods  need  a 
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strong  and  growing  economy,  a  healthy  growth  in  useful,  productive  jobs  in 
private  industry,  and  control  of  inflation.  I  will  continue  my  commitment  to 
combat  inflation,  to  restore  an  orderly,  steady  growth  to  the  American  economy. 
Finally,  our  cities  and  their  neighborhoods  will  not  flourish  nor  fail  because 
of  what  is  done  by  Washington.  Their  success  depends  on  what  the  people 
in  the  cities,  and  their  leaders,  do  for  themselves.  They  are  succeeding  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  honest  and  realistic  solutions  are  arrived  at  locally 
and  supported  nationally.  I  intend  to  see  that  this  support  is  applied  with  wis- 
dom, imagination,  and  prudence,  but,  above  all,  with  a  conviction  that  our  cities 
are  irreplaceable  resources  which  shall  never  be  abandoned. 

note:  The  50-page  report  is  entitled  "Interim  Re-       ment  and  Neighborhood  Revitalization,"  dated  Oc-' 
port  of  the  President's  Committee  on  Urban  Develop-       tober  1976. 

931 

Remarks  Concerning  the  Interim  Report  of  the  President's 
Committee  on  Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood 
Revitalization.     October  21,  1976 

Secretary  Hills: 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  today  that  I  have  received  from  Secretary  Hills 
the  interim  report  of  the  President's  Committee  on  Urban  Development  and 
Neighborhood  Revitalization.  The  report  deals  forthrightly  with  the  problems 
of  our  cities  and  the  strengths  of  their  neighborhoods. 

It  is  a  direct  result  of  a  White  House  meeting  held  last  May,  which  included 
city  officials  and  neighborhood  and  community  leaders  who  have  been  con- 
cerned with  the  revitalization  of  our  cities  and  their  neighborhoods.  Secretary 
Hills  and  her  colleagues  recommend  positive  steps  toward  consolidating  and 
improving  Federal  programs  and  involving  citizens  in  local  decisionmaking. 

The  people  of  many  of  our  Nation's  urban  neighborhoods  and  their  elected 
officials  have  taken  the  initiative  in  solving  the  problems  of  neighborhood 
revitalization.  Our  best  course  of  action — certainly  our  best  course  of  action  in 
the  future — is  to  provide  as  much  support  as  possible  for  responsible  community 
and  neighborhood  leaders  to  preserve  and  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  our 
Nation's  neighborhoods. 

I  want  to  compliment  and  congratulate  Secretary  Hills  for  being  Chairman 
of  this  group  and  congratulate  her  on  the  fine  job  that  she  and  her  associates 
have  done  in  this  report. 
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I'd  like  Secretary  Hills  now,  if  she  would,  to  please  brief  you  on  the  report. 

Secretary  Hills. 

Secretary  Hills.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you  very  much,  Carla. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:32  a.m.  to  reporters  Following  the  President's  remarks,  Carla  A.  Hills, 

assembled    in    the    Briefing    Room    at    the    White       Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  held 
House.  a  news  briefing  on  the  report  for  reporters. 


932 

Remarks  at  the  Swearing  In  of  Five  Members  of  the 
Federal  Council  on  Aging.     October  21,   1976 

Secretary  Lynch,  Dr.  Flemming,  members  of  the  Federal  Council  on  Aging, 
and  a  very  special  and  distinguished  guest: 

I  would  particularly  like  to  welcome  Mr.  Blackistone,  who  is  105  years  old. 
We  hope  you  have  many  more  opportunities  and  occasions  to  join  us  here  at 
the  White  House. 

Let  me  welcome  to  the  White  House  this  morning  for  this  swearing  in  the 
five  members  of  the  Federal  Council  on  the  Aging.  The  sixth  member,  the 
honorable  Bertha  Adkins,  who  is  the  Chairperson  of  the  Council,  is  being  sworn 
in  at  this  time  in  Augusta,  Maine,  where  she  is  addressing  Governor  Jim  Long- 
ley's  Conference  on  Aging.  And  I  just  learned  that  she  had  a  problem  with  some 
inclement  weather,  and  she  had  to  drive  several  hundred  miles  to  make  it. 
So,  Bertha  hasn't  changed.  She  is  a  driver  and  a  goer. 

In  the  2  years  since  its  foundation,  the  Council  has  made  very  substantial  con- 
tributions to  the  well-being  of  our  older  Americans,  particularly  in  making 
recommendations  designed  to  improve  tax  poUcy  and  coordinate  benefit 
programs  for  our  older  citizens. 

Earlier  this  year  I  had  the  opportunity  to  call  to  the  attention  of  all  Americans 
one  of  the  Council's  most  significant  achievements,  the  Bicentennial  Charter  for 
Older  Americans.  The  charter  is  a  bill  of  rights  for  America's  senior  citizens,  a 
testament  of  our  Nation's  heartfelt  concern  for  our  older  citizens. 

It  has  been  said  that  history  judges  a  society  on  how  well  it  cares  for  its  older 
citizens.  In  America  in  recent  years,  the  Federal  Council  on  Aging  has  led  the 
way  to  a  record  of  solid  progress  in  helping  many  of  our  older  citizens  lead 
independent,  satisfying,  and  healthy  lives. 

Since  the  1971  White  House  Conference  on  Aging  first  focused  national 
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attention  on  the  problems  and  the  concerns  of  older  citizens,  social  security 
benefits  have  risen  by  50  percent,  a  new  national  network  of  State  and  area 
agencies  on  the  aging  has  been  established,  nutrition  projects  for  the  elderly 
have  been  established  and  are  now  serving  over  300,000  hot  meals  each  day, 
special  housing  programs  for  older  Americans  have  also  been  set  up  around  the 
country. 

This  is  a  good  start,  but  our  efforts  on  behalf  of  older  Americans  have  only 
begun.  Our  first  priority  must  be  to  protect  the  retirement  income  of  older 
Americans.  Inflation,  which  hits  those  on  fixed  incomes  the  hardest,  is  the 
foremost  threat  to  the  stability  and  the  value  of  retirement  income.  We  have  cut 
inflation  in  half,  but  if  our  older  citizens  are  to  fully  enjoy  their  later  years,  it 
must  be  cut  further,  and  it  will. 

We  must,  of  course,  strengthen  the  financial  underpinnings  of  the  social 
security  system.  Congress  adjourned  without  acting  on  proposals  I  submitted, 
which  would  have  ensured  the  fiscal  integrity  of  the  system.  I  will  urge  the 
Congress  to  make  this  a  first  order  of  business  in  January  1977. 1  will  also  urge 
the  new  Congress  to  enact  proposals  that  I  submitted  early  this  year  to  provide 
older  Americans  with  protection  against  the  devastating  financial  aspects  of 
extended  illness. 

Another  area  of  great  concern  to  older  Americans  is  the  special  threat  to  their 
well-being  posed  by  crime.  Our  older  citizens  have  earned  the  right  to  live 
securely  and  to  walk  the  streets  without  fear.  That  is  why  I  was  particularly 
gratified  by  a  provision  in  the  Crime  Control  Act,  which  I  recendy  signed.  This 
new  provision  requires  that  State  crime  control  plans  deal  specifically  and  very 
firmly  with  the  criminal  attacks  which  are  made  against  our  senior  citizens. 

All  Americans  can  count  on  the  administration  and  the  Federal  Council  on 
Aging  to  continue  to  see  that  these  and  many  other  issues  which  particularly 
concern  our  older  citizens  are  met  head-on. 

I  look  forward  with  great  confidence  to  the  leadership  of  Ms.  Adkins,  Mr. 
Martin,  Monsignor  Fahey,  Mr.  Winston,  Mrs.  Devereux,  and  Mr.  Holland. 
They  will  provide  outstanding  leadership  in  the  months  and  years  ahead. 

And  now,  Justice  Stevens,  will  you  please  swear  in  these  distinguished 
members  of  the  Federal  Council  on  Aging. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at   11:18  a.m.  in  the  Education,  and  Welfare. 

East  Room  at  the  White  House.  In  his  opening  re-  John  Paul  Stevens,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

marks,  he  referred  to  Marjorie  Lynch,  Under  Secre-  Court,  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  Mrs.  John 

tary,  and  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  Commissioner  of  the  William  Devereux,  Msgr.  Charles  J.  Fahey,  John  B. 

Administration  on  Aging,  Department  of  Health,  Martin,  Harry  Holland,  and  Nat  T.  Winston,  Jr. 
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933 

Statement  on  the  1976  Nobel  Prize  Winners. 
October  21,  1976 

I  KNOW  that  all  Americans  are  truly  proud  today  knowing  that  our  fellow 
countrymen  have  won  every  Nobel  Prize  for  1976. 

If  there  is  a  world  Olympics  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  it  is  the  Nobel  Prize.  In 
competitive  sports  terms  it  might  be  said  that  in  1976  Americans  have  swept 
the  field  in  a  way  no  other  country  has  ever  done  before. 

The  credit  belongs,  of  course,  to  the  individuals  whose  talents  and  dedication 
have  won  this  magnificent  distinction.  But  let  us  never  forget  our  belief- 
expressed  so  well  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence — that  only  in  a  free  society 
could  the  God-endowed  talents  of  individuals  find  complete  fulfillment. 

How  happy  our  Founding  Fathers  would  be  at  these  achievements.  How 
elated  Benjamin  Franklin  would  have  been  with  the  scientific  awards.  How 
grateful  John  Adams  would  have  been  with  the  awards  in  economics  and  in 
literature. 

And  finally,  how  pleased  Thomas  Jefferson  would  have  been  with  this  finest 
possible  Bicentennial  birthday  gift  for  a  land  devoted  to  freedom  and 
opportunity. 

934 

Remarks  on  Arrival  at  New  York  City  on  Noise 
Standards  for  Commercial  Aircraft.     October  21,   1976 

I  DO  have  a  short  statement  that  I  would  like  to  read. 

I  am  delighted  to  be  here  with  Senator  Buckley,  and  Congressman  Wydler, 
and  Congressman  Lent. 

Let  me  proceed. 

As  you  can  see,  Kennedy  International  Airport  is  one  of  the  Nation's  finest 
airports.  As  you  can  hear,  Kennedy  is  also  one  of  the  Nation's  noisiest  airports. 
It  is  one  of  the  26  major  U.S.  airports  that  have  serious  noise  pollution  problems. 

Seven  years  ago,  the  Nation  decided  to  cut  in  half  the  decided  noise  of  jet 
aircraft.  For  the  last  2  years,  all  new  jet  planes  have  met  these  standards.  The 
biggest  part  of  the  airport  noise  problem,  here  at  Kennedy  and  elsewhere,  is 


2604 


October  21  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [934] 

caused  by  1,550  older  planes  which  fail  to  meet — and  are  not  now  required  to 
meet — ^proper  noise  standards. 

Therefore,  today,  I  am  instructing  the  Administrator  of  the  Federal  Aviation 
Administration,  in  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  to  extend 
current  noise  standards  to  all  domestic  U.S.  commercial  aircraft.^  These  standards 
will  become  effective  January  1,  1977,  and  will  be  phased  in  over  the  next  8 
years. 

We  will  also  begin  immediately  the  necessary  steps  to  make  certain  that  all 
international  airlines  flying  into  the  United  States  meet  these  standards. 

You  understand  what  I  mean. 

One  reason  U.S.  commercial  airlines  have  been  unable  to  meet  FA  A  noise 
standards  is  that  some  airlines  could  not  afford  to,  because  of  the  outmoded 
regulatory  approach  of  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board. 

A  year  ago,  I  proposed  aviation  regulatory  reform  to  make  airline  service 
more  competitive  and  thereby  improve  service  to  passengers,  reduce  fares,  and 
strengthen  the  financial  condition  of  the  airlines.  Congress  refused  to  pass  that 
legislation,  which  would  have  made  it  possible  for  the  airlines  to  modify  or  to 
replace  their  noisy  jet  aircraft. 

I  am  now  putting  Congress  on  notice  that  I  will  not  accept  its  failure  to  act.  I 
want  the  Members  of  Congress  to  know  that  aviation  regulatory  reform  will 
be  on  their  doorstep  when  they  convene  in  January  1977. 

In  the  interest  of  the  airline  passenger  and  the  airline  industry,  it  is  imperative 
that  Congress  act  on  this  reform  within  90  days  after  the  opening  of  the  next 
session  of  the  Congress. 

I  am  also  directing  Secretary  of  Transportation  Coleman  to  begin  public 
hearings  promptly  to  consider  whether  further  financing  arrangements  may  be 
necessary  to  ensure  that  all  U.S.  air  carriers  can  meet  the  noise  standards  on 
time. 

Solving  the  airport  noise  problem  is  an  environmental  imperative  for  the 
millions  of  Americans,  estimated  at  about  6  million  throughout  the  country, 
who  live  in  the  neighborhoods  around  our  major  airports. 

With  the  steps  I  am  announcing  today,  we  will  be  able  to  quiet  our  Nation's 
skies,  conserve  vast  amounts  of  energy,  and  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  many 
millions  of  Americans. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  does  this  mean  the  SST  would  be  in  any  way  ex- 
cluded, if  it  is  not  now,  from  flying  into  this  airport  ? 

^See  Item  941. 
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The  President.  All  airports  where  an  SST  would  land  will  have  to  meet  the 
noise  standards  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  and  by  the  FAA. 

Q.  You  said  they  would  be  phased  in  over  a  period  of  8  years,  sir.  What  does 
that  mean  ?  Let's  say  in  January,  will  any  of  these  old  planes  be  able  to  meet  these 
standards  by  January  or  would  the  SST  conceivably  be  ? 

The  President.  We  put  the  noise  standards  in  as  of  January  1,  and  there  is  a 
mandatory  requirement  that  all  new  commercial  aircraft  must  meet  the  stand- 
ards as  they  are  now.  But  in  addition,  we  will  provide  through  regulatory 
reform  the  financing  necessary  so  that  the  airlines  will  be  able  to  procure  more 
new  aircraft  faster  that  meet  the  newly  imposed  noise  standards. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:31  p.m.  at  Kennedy       tives  John  W.  Wydler  and  Norman  F.  Lent  of  New 
International  Airport.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he       York, 
referred  to  Senator  James  L.  Buckley  and  Representa- 

935 

Remarks  at  the  Annual  Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial 
Dinner  in  New  York  City.     October  21,  1976 

Your  Eminence,  I  than\  you  very,  very  I{indly  for  your  very  warm  and  exceed- 
ingly \ind  introduction.  Members  of  the  Smith  family,  Governor  Carey,  Sena- 
tor favits.  Senator  Buckley,  Mayor  Beame,  Mr.  Silver,  Dr.  Rus\,  distinguished 
officials,  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  say  first  how  busy  it  is,  keeping  running  the  country  and  the  campaign 
at  the  same  time.  We  seem  to  go  from  one  place  to  another  without  pausing. 
Sometimes  it  gets  confusing,  but  it  is  always  nice  to  come  back  here  to  Philadel- 
phia. [Laughter]  I  should  say  thank  you  and  good  night — [laughter] — ^but  you 
are  not  going  to  get  off  that  easy. 

You  know,  one  of  the  first  speeches  I  made  when  I  became  Vice  President- 
designate,  in  1973,  was  here  at  the  Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  Dinner.  I  got  out 
a  copy  of  that  speech  and  read  it.  It  was  very  short.  I  have  in  mind  Al  Smith's 
famous  political  maxim,  "Don't  speak  until  you  have  something  to  say."  He 
also  had  a  favorite  line  with  a  surprisingly  modern  ring,  "Never  promise  any- 
thing you  are  not  perfectly  sure  you  can  deliver." 

It  is  no  wonder  that  so  many  politicians  of  both  parties  come  here  every  year 
to  pay  tribute  to  Governor  Al  Smith's  memory.  But  the  dinner  also  gives  oppos- 
ing candidates  a  chance  to  meet  in  good  fellowship  for  a  brief  respite  from  the 
ardors  of  their  campaign,  and  I  sincerely  regret  that  Governor  Carter  is  not  here 
yet.  [Laughter] 
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We  are  coming  into  the  homestretch  of  this  great  campaign,  and  tomorrow  is 
our  last  debate — only  this  one  is  going  to  be  a  little  different  from  the  others — 
Governor  Carter  is  going  to  answer  his  questions,  and  I  am  going  to  question 
my  answers.  [Laughter] 

I  do  have  a  message  for  Governor  Carter.  It  is  about  some  new  security 
measures  we  have  taken.  We  just  installed  a  special  lock  on  the  front  door  of  the 
White  House.  It  is  "Jii^^iy-proof ."  [Laughter] 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  mention  all  of  the  distinguished  Americans  who  are  here 
this  evening.  Looking  around  this  head  table,  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  is  Octo- 
ber at  the  Waldorf  or  Thanksgiving  at  Hugh  Carey's.  [Laughter] 

Let  me  just  say  a  word  about  your  exciting  senatorial  race  right  here  in  the 
great  Empire  State.  Before  the  program,  I  asked  Cardinal  Cooke  what  signifi- 
cance he  would  attach  to  the  fact  that  this  year  Jim  Buckley  and  Pat  Moyni- 
han — two  good  Irish  Catholics — are  running  for  the  United  States  Senate. 
Cardinal  Cooke  said  it  meant  only  one  thing— God  answers  prayers.  [Laughter] 

Tonight,  rather  than  talking  about  what  divides  us,  I  would  rather  focus  on 
what  unites  us:  a  deep  belief  in  the  Almighty,  a  deep  belief  in  the  dignity  of 
human  life,  a  deep  belief  in  the  morality  of  American  leadership. 

Earlier  this  week.  Cardinal  Cooke  dedicated  a  church  on  Staten  Island 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  only  a  few  years  ago.  The  people  of  that 
church  had  rallied  and  worked  together  to  restore  what  they  had  originally 
created  and  so  deeply  believed  in. 

Similarly,  in  the  last  2  years,  the  American  people  have  rallied.  We  have 
restored  our  belief  in  ourselves  and  in  our  system  of  government.  During  our 
great  Bicentennial  celebration  this  past  July,  we  felt  that  renewed  spirit.  The 
sight  of  those  tall  ships  from  all  over  the  world  made  every  American  stand 
taller. 

It  is  one  thing  to  cite  the  problems  that  we  have  in  America,  to  list  our 
complaints  and  to  note  the  frustration  over  things  that  don't  work,  the  dis- 
illusionment with  government  that  has  grown  so  widespread.  But  we  should 
do  more.  Our  politics  ought  to  mean  more  than  noting  a  negative  tone  or  nega- 
tive mood  in  America  and  becoming  its  champion.  Our  politics  ought  to  be 
able  to  capture  the  hope  that  there  is  in  America  and  to  find  out  how  to 
nourish  it  in  specific  ways. 

There  is  a  wide  range  of  institutions  in  between,  which  can  bridge  the  gulf 
between  the  person  and  the  huge,  impersonal  institutions  of  modern  life.  These 
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same  institutions  can  solve  problems  which  are  beyond  the  power  of  men  and 
women  to  meet  as  individuals  and  beyond  the  power  of  government  to  even 
understand.  They  are  the  communities  which  a  free  people  freely  formed — 
the  communities  of  families,  of  neighborhoods,  of  friends;  the  communities  of 
faith  and  charity. 

The  Jewish-Christian  tradition  from  which  this  great  country  emerged  en- 
couraged people  to  help  other  people  in  need,  especially  the  stranger,  the  new- 
comer. Those  of  us  who  were  called  upon  to  serve  a  people  born  into  that  tradi- 
tion do  well  to  recognize  the  abundance  of  good  will  and  neighborliness  that 
characterizes  such  people. 

If  we  ask  everything  of  government,  as  powerful  as  government  in  America 
is  today,  we  soon  may  end  up  looking  to  government  to  set  the  standards  for 
compassion  and  for  care.  We  may  soon  forget  that  the  highest  standards  were 
already  set  for  us — not  on  Capitol  Hill,  but  long  ago  on  two  loftier  peaks:  on 
Sinai  and  the  Mount  of  Olives. 

So,  it  has  been  a  great  honor.  Your  Eminence,  to  take  part  in  this  evening's 
demonstration  of  how  good  and  how  great  is  the  heart  of  this  great  city  and 
how  strong  are  the  bonds  of  compassion  and  concern  that  unite  us  as  Americans. 

Before  I  go,  I  note  that  among  those  absent  tonight  is  one  distinguished  Ameri- 
can who  has  brought  his  infectious  good  humor  to  many  gatherings  just  like 
this  one,  one  we  can  justly  call  the  rightful  heir  in  our  time  of  Al  Smith's  nick- 
name, "The  Happy  Warrior."  My  good  friend  and  the  good  friend  of  many 
people  here,  Hubert  Humphrey,  is  fighting  another  battle  just  tonight  in  Sloan- 
Kettering  Hospital.  He  should  know  that  he  has  our  heartfelt  prayers  for  a  very 
speedy  and  complete  recovery.  We  look  forward  to  having  him  with  us  again 
next  year,  and  I  may  dare  say,  that  vote  among  us  all  is  unanimous. 

Many  years  ago,  I  shared  a  banquet  podium  just  like  this  with  the  then  Vice 
President,  Hubert  Humphrey.  What  I  said  then  I  say  again  to  you,  to  all  my  sup- 
porters and  to  all  Governor  Carter's  supporters,  and  to  Governor  Carter  him- 
self: As  we  head  into  the  final  days  of  this  great  campaign,  the  things  that  unite 
us  as  Americans  are  far  more  enduring  than  the  things  that  divide  us.  Let's  all 
remember  that  both  Democrats  and  Republicans  are  striving  together  to  create 
a  more  perfect  Union  with  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 

Our  unwritten  compact  of  respect  for  the  convictions  of  others  and  faith  in 
the  tendency  of  others  allows  Americans  the  luxury  of  rugged  political  compe- 
tition. Let's  all  work  to  banish  war  from  our  shrinking  world  and  hate  from  our 
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expanding  hearts,  to  make  this  whole  planet  as  full  of  friendship  and  felicity  as 
this  room  tonight. 
Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at   7:37   p.m.   in   the  James  L.  Buckley  of  New  York,  Mayor  Abraham 

Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel.  In  Beame  of  New  York  City,  Charles  H.  Silver,  chair- 

his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Terence  Cardi-  man  of  the  dinner,  and  Dr.  Howard  Rusk,  chair- 

nal  Cook,  archbishop  of  New  York,  Governor  Hugh  man  of  the  Alfred  E.  Smith  Committee. 
L.  Carey  of  New  York,  Senators  Jacob  K.  Javits  and 
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Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Sovereign  Immunities  Bill.     October  22,  1976 

[Dated  October   21,  1976.    Released  October  22,  1976] 

I  AM  withholding  my  approval  from  S.  3553,  the  Foreign  Sovereign  Immuni- 
ties Act  of  1976,  for  technical  reasons. 

In  its  haste  to  adjourn,  the  Congress  passed  identical  Senate  and  House  bills 
on  this  subject.  At  the  time  the  Senate  passed  the  House  bill,  H.R.  11315,  it  at- 
tempted to  vacate  its  earlier  passage  of  S.  3553  but  w^as  unable  to  do  so  because 
it  had  left  the  Senate's  jurisdiction.  The  House,  unaware  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  the  House  bill,  also  passed  the  Senate  bill. 

In  view  of  the  Senate's  action  in  attempting  to  vacate  its  passage  of  S.  3553, 
there  is  doubt  that  S.  3553  has  been  properly  enrolled,  and  therefore  I  am  sepa- 
rately approving  H.R.  11315  and  must  withhold  my  approval  from  S.  3553. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

October  21,  1976. 

937 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities 
Act  of  1976.     October  22,  1976 

IT  IS  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  announce  that  I  have  signed  H.R.  11315, 
the  Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities  Act  of  1976.  This  legislation,  proposed  by 
my  administration,  continues  the  longstanding  commitment  of  the  United 
States  to  seek  a  stable  international  order  under  the  law. 
It  has  often  been  said  that  the  development  of  an  international  legal  order 
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CKcurs  only  through  small  but  carefully  considered  steps.  The  Foreign  Sovereign 
Immunities  Act  of  1976,  which  I  sign  today,  is  such  a  step. 

This  legislation  will  enable  American  citizens  and  foreign  governments  alike 
to  ascertain  when  a  foreign  state  can  be  sued  in  our  courts.  In  this  modern  world, 
where  private  citizens  increasingly  come  into  contact  with  foreign  government 
activities,  it  is  important  to  know  when  the  courts  are  available  to  redress  legal 
grievances. 

This  statute  will  also  make  it  easier  for  our  citizens  and  foreign  govern- 
ments to  turn  to  the  courts  to  resolve  ordinary  legal  disputes.  In  this  respect, 
the  Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities  Act  carries  forward  a  modern  and  enlight- 
ened trend  in  international  law.  And  it  makes  this  development  in  the  law 
available  to  all  American  citizens. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  11315,  approved  October  21,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-583  (90  Stat.  2891). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  Resource  Conservation  and 
Recovery  Act  of  1976.     October  22,  1976 

I  HAVE  approved  S.  2150,  the  Resource  Conservation  and  Recovery  Act  of 
1976. 

I  believe  this  bill  provides  a  w^orkable  program  aimed  at  solving  one  of  the 
highest  priority  environmental  problems  confronting  the  Nation,  the  disposal 
of  hazardous  w^astes.  This  legislation  provides  for  State  responsibility  for  the 
control  of  hazardous  wastes  while  at  the  same  time  assuring  uniform  national 
standards  for  the  protection  of  public  health  and  welfare.  The  legislation  also 
provides  sound  State  and  local  programs  to  deal  with  ever  increasing  amounts 
of  municipal  solid  wastes  generated  in  this  country. 

These  new  controls  over  hazardous  wastes  will  assure  that  such  wastes  are  dis- 
posed of  in  a  manner  which  is  protective  of  public  health  and  environmentally 
sound.  The  act  directs  the  Federal  Government  through  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  (EPA)  to  establish  criteria  for  identifying  and  listing  of 
hazardous  wastes;  to  promulgate  standards  for  generators  and  transporters  of 
hazardous  wastes;  and  to  establish  permit  requirements  for  the  owners  and 
operators  of  sites  disposing  such  wastes.  States  are  encouraged  to  issue  these 
permits  in  lieu  of  the  Federal  Government.  Civil  and  criminal  penalties  are 
provided  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  act. 
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The  legislation  also  provides  for  State  and  local  development  of  methods  for 
solid  waste  management  which  are  environmentally  sound  and  which  will  en- 
courage the  utilization  of  valuable  resources  and  resource  conservation.  This  will 
be  accomplished  through  Federal  financial  and  technical  assistance  to  State  and 
local  communities  for  planning  and  implementing  alternatives  that  address  the 
management,  intergovernmental,  financial,  and  technical  problems  associated 
with  the  disposal  of  solid  wastes.  Federal  guidelines  for  State  and  regional  plan- 
ning will  include  information  on  solid  waste  management  practices,  resource  re- 
covery measures,  and  guidance  for  the  gradual  elimination  of  open  dumps.  This 
latter  provision  is  aimed  at  ensuring  the  protection  of  the  quality  of  ground  and 
surface  waters  from  leachate  and  surface  runoff  contamination,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  ambient  air  quality. 

Provision  is  also  made  in  the  act  for  EPA  to  conduct  and  encourage  studies 
of  resource  recovery  systems,  fuel  recovery  from  solid  wastes,  and  solid  waste 
reduction.  The  Administrator  of  EPA  will  serve  as  Chairman  of  a  Resource 
Conservation  Committee,  which  will  study  economic  incentives  and  product 
charges,  and  EPA  could  enter  into  contracts  with  and  provide  financial  assist- 
ance for  full-scale  demonstration  facilities. 

Finally,  the  legislation  recognizes  that  the  real  impediments  to  local  develop- 
ment of  resource  recovery  facilities  are  not  financial,  but  institutional  and  tech- 
nical in  nature.  Its  enactment  will  thus  lead  to  greater  encouragement  of  the  mar- 
ket forces  capable  of  generating  demand  for  recovered  materials. 

I  believe  this  legislation  is  another  step  forward  in  improving  the  quality  of 
the  environment. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  2150,  approved  October  21,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-580  (90  Stat.  2795). 
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Statement  on  Signing  the  United  States  Grain  Standards 
Act  of  1976.     October  22,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  into  law  H.R.  12572,  the  United  States  Grain  Standards  Act  of 
1976.  This  legislation  fills  a  real  need — a  need  to  guarantee  the  integrity  of  our 
national  grain  inspection  and  weighing  system  so  that  both  domestic  and  foreign 
buyers  of  United  States  grain  can  be  assured  of  the  quality  and  quantity  of  grain 
they  purchase. 

Investigations  conducted  over  the  past  2  years  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  FBI,  the  Justice  Department,  and  by  several  committees  of  the  Con- 
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gress,  have  identified  numerous  irregularities  and  instances  of  malfeasance  in 
our  grain  inspection  and  weighing  system. 

I  have  indicated  on  a  number  of  occasions  that  we  must  not  permit  this  in- 
tolerable behavior  in  the  grain  inspection  and  weighing  system  to  continue.  An 
open,  honest,  vigorous  international  export  market  for  our  American  grain  is 
vitally  important  to  the  Nation  and  our  farmers.  I  have  been  committed  to  doing 
all  that  is  necessary  to  ensure  the  confidence  of  our  grain  export  customers  in  the 
American  grain  trading  system. 

During  the  past  2  years  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  taken  a  number 
of  administrative  steps  to  strengthen  its  supervision  of  the  grain  inspection  sys- 
tem, but  it  has  been  clear  that  legislative  improvements  are  also  needed.  Conse- 
quently, my  administration  proposed  legislative  changes  last  year.  This  proposal 
and  others  have  been  carefully  considered  by  Congress.  The  bill  which  I  am 
signing  today  is  the  result  of  that  deliberation. 

The  permanent  legislative  reforms  provided  in  H.R.  12572,  coupled  with  the 
administrative  actions  already  undertaken  by  the  Agriculture  Department,  will 
provide  our  Nation  with  an  effective  and  honest  system  of  grain  inspection  and 
weighing — one  that  is  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  both  buyers  and  sellers 
of  U.S.  grain. 

Specifically,  H.R.  12572  provides  for  (1)  a  system  of  Federal/State  grain 
inspection  at  export  locations,  with  provision  for  "grandfathering  in"  qualified 
State  agencies  in  existence  as  of  July  1, 1976;  (2)  a  system  of  State/private  grain 
inspection  at  inland  locations  under  strengthened  Federal  supervision,  with 
authority  for  the  Department  to  perform  original  inspections  as  needed;  (3)  a 
system  of  Federal/State  official  weighing  and  certification  of  weights  of  grain 
at  export  points — here  again  with  authority  to  "grandfather  in"  those  qualified 
State  agencies  in  existence  as  of  July  1,  1976.  There  would  be  Federal  supervi- 
sion of  weighing  at  export,  but  the  extent  of  supervision  at  inland  locations 
would  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

This  new  law  provides  for  a  cooperative  approach  between  Federal,  State, 
and  private  inspection  and  weighing  agencies.  Such  an  approach  is  far  superior 
to  earlier  congressional  proposals  for  total  federalization  of  inspection  and  weigh- 
ing. It  will  provide  more  thorough  inspection  at  a  lower  cost  to  taxpayers. 

Other  provisions  of  the  bill  I  am  signing — such  as  increased  civil  and  criminal 
penalties,  improved  investigatory  powers,  and  expanded  overseas  grain  ship- 
ment monitoring — will  help  the  Department  of  Agriculture  prevent  grain  in- 
spection and  weighing  irregularities  in  the  future. 
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H.R.  12572  has  one  undesirable  provision.  To  administer  the  national  grain 
inspection  and  weighing  program,  the  bill  provides  for  the  creation  of  a  sep- 
arate service,  the  Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service,  v^ithin  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  I  consider  this  addition  to  be  unnecessary.  Nevertheless,  the  critical 
need  for  this  legislative  improvement  outweighs  my  strong  objections  to  this 
one  provision.  Without  the  strong  grain  inspection  and  weighing  reform  meas- 
ures included  in  this  bill,  our  whole  international  grain  trade  is  jeopardized. 

I  have  with  pleasure  signed  the  grain  standards  act,  thus  ensuring  continued 
confidence  in  our  international  grain  trade  system. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  12572,  approved  October  21,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-582  (90  Stat.  2867). 

940 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Veterans  Omnibus  Health 
Care  Act  of  1976.     October  22,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  sign  into  law  H.R.  2735,  the  Veterans  Omnibus  Health  Care  Act 
of  1976. 

H.R.  2735  significantly  improves  the  scope  of  medical  care  services  available  to 
our  Nation's  disabled  veterans  and  their  famiHes.  It  expands  the  medical  care 
available  to  veterans  with  50  percent  or  more  service-connected  disabilities.  It 
also  makes  available  to  the  families  of  service-connected  veterans  a  new  program 
of  mental  health  services  in  order  to  assure  that  the  disabled  veteran  and  his 
family  can  work  as  a  group  toward  the  veteran's  rehabilitation  and  successful 
recovery.  Other  provisions  of  this  bill  will  aid  our  aging  veterans  and  the  vet- 
eran population  as  a  whole. 

The  bill  includes  an  important  administration-sponsored  proposal — the  1- 
year  extension  of  the  physician  and  dentist  pay  bonus  to  aid  VA  in  the  recruit- 
ment and  retention  of  skilled  medical  personnel.  Also  included  are  a  number 
of  provisions  which  will  assist  VA  in  strengthening  and  improving  the  adminis- 
tration of  its  medical  care  system. 

H.R.  2735  represents  a  constructive  effort  by  the  Congress  and  the  adminis- 
tration to  improve  care  for  disabled  veterans  within  the  context  of  a  responsive 
and  a  responsible  medical  program.  It  focuses  on  those  veterans  who  are  our 
top  priority — the  veterans  with  service-connected  disabilities — and  for  whom  the 
VA  medical  system  was  developed. 

I  believe  H.R.  2735  can  aid  the  administration  in  continuing  to  provide  high 
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quality  medical  care  for  our  Nation's  veterans,  and  I  am  proud,  therefore,  to 
approve  this  bill. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  2735,  approved  October  21,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-581  (90  Stat.  2843). 

941 

Memorandum  to  Federal  Aviation  Administrator  McLucas  on 
Noise  Standards  for  Commercial  Aircraft.     October  22,  1976 

[Dated  October  21, 1976.    Released  October  22,  1976] 

Memorandum  for  Administrator,  Federal  Aviation  Administration 

During  the  past  six  weeks  I  have  reviewed  extensively  the  aircraft  noise 
problem.  I  have  considered  your  recommendations  as  well  as  those  of  Secretary 
of  Transportation  William  T.  Coleman,  Jr.,  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Administrator  Russell  E.  Train  and  many  other  Federal,  State  and  local  officials 
concerned  with  the  effect  of  aircraft  noise  on  the  people  in  areas  surrounding 
our  major  airports. 

I  am  acutely  aware  of  the  seriousness  of  this  problem  for  the  six  to  seven 
million  Americans  living  near  our  nation's  major  airports.  We  must  take  action 
to  quiet  the  noisy  aircraft  which  fail  to  meet  and  are  not  now  required  to  meet 
proper  noise  standards. 

I  hereby  instruct  you,  consistent  with  applicable  laws  and  regulations,  and 
in  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  to  promulgate,  by  Janu- 
ary 1,  1977,  a  regulation  that  will  require  domestic  commercial  aircraft  to  meet 
present  Federal  noise  standards  in  accordance  with  a  phased-in  time  schedule, 
not  to  exceed  eight  years. 

You  and  the  entire  Federal  Aviation  Administration  are  to  be  commended 
for  your  dedicated  service  on  the  aircraft  noise  problem.  It  is  only  through  the 
joint  working  efforts  of  government,  airport  operators  and  industry  working 
together  cooperatively,  that  we  will  be  able  to  quiet  our  nation's  skies  and 
improve  the  quality  of  life  for  millions  of  Americans. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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942 

Remarks  Upon  Departure  for  the  Presidential  Campaign 
Debate  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia.     October  22,  1976 

LET  ME  thank  the  Suitland  and  St.  John's  bands.  I  think  they  have  done  a  great, 
great  job.  I  Hke  the  way  they  play  that  last  song.  It's  the  Michigan  Victor's  Song, 
and  that's  what  is  going  to  happen  November  2. 

Obviously,  I  am  overwhelmed  by  the  wonderful  turnout  here  this  morning. 
I  thank  you  all  for  coming.  I'm  deeply  grateful  for  your  support.  And  let  me 
say  without  any  hesitation  or  reservation,  we're  going  to  win  November  2,  and 
we  won't  let  you  down. 

This  has  been  a  long  campaign.  But  political  campaigns — and  I  have  been 
through  14  of  them — are  very,  very  similar  to  athletic  contests.  You  will  often 
find  in  football  or  baseball  that  one  team  will  appear  to  be  outclassed,  will  start 
from  behind,  but  because  they  work  together,  because  they  feel  they  have  the 
right  approach,  the  right  plans,  the  right  programs,  and  because  they  never 
give  up,  they  win  in  the  last  quarter  or  the  ninth  inning. 

Which  reminds  me  that  out  in  Kansas  City,  all  of  the  polls  indicated  we  were 
some  33  points  behind.  That  would  seem  to  be  almost  an  insurmountable  lead 
to  overcome.  We  figured  it  out  mathematically,  and  between  that  date  and 
November  2,  it  meant  we  had  to  change  approximately  150,000  to  200,000 
people  as  to  how  they  were  going  to  vote  between  that  date  and  Election  Day. 
But  a  certain  phenomena  took  place.  The  American  people  decided  we  had  a 
good  convention,  we  had  a  good  platform,  we  were  pulling  together,  and  we 
had  the  right  vision  and  the  right  programs  for  the  American  people.  The  net 
result  was  the  polls  began  to  show  very,  very  quickly  that  we  were  gaining  in 
a  phenomenal  way,  and  right  today  the  polls  are  so  close  that  I  think  we  have 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  pull  the  political  surprise  of  the  century  and  to  come 
back  and  win. 

As  I  look  at  the  next  12  or  13  days — and  that's  all  that's  left — ^what  we  do 
between  now  and  then  will  make  the  difference  in  the  direction  this  country 
is  going  to  go  in  the  next  4  years,  building  a  foundation  for  the  next  century  of 
American  history. 

If  we  go  the  way  that  our  platform  calls  for,  the  way  I  believe  and  Bob  Dole  be- 
lieves, we  can  keep  the  peace  that  has  been  achieved  through  the  strength  of 
our  military  capability  and  our  diplomatic  skill.  We  can  enlarge  the  opportu- 
nities for  economic  progress  so  that  we  can  honestly  say  that  there  will  be  a  job 
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for  every  American  who  wants  a  job.  There  will  be  a  home  in  a  decent  neigh- 
borhood for  every  person  or  couple  that  wants  to  work  and  save  and  buy  a 
home.  It's  the  direction  of  security  on  the  streets  for  our  young  as  well  as  our 
old,  against  crime  in  America.  It  means  giving  to  the  American  people  the  best 
medical  care  available  at  affordable  prices.  It  means  greater  opportunities  for 
recreation  in  the  wonderful,  scenic  places  we  have  all  over  America.  It 
means  that  the  American  people  can  live  in  a  society  where  there  has  been  heal- 
ing, not  division;  where  we  can  disagree  without  being  disagreeable;  where  we 
can  look  forward  in  the  next  4  years  and  far  beyond  to  a  quality  of  life,  peace 
abroad  and  peace  at  home,  with  prosperity  for  all.  That's  the  direction  we  want 
to  go,  and  that's  what  is  going  to  win  November  2. 

So,  I  thank  you  all  for  being  here.  We  will  be  out  there  working  every  day 
from  now  until  November  2.  And  when  the  polls  close  on  that  fateful  day,  I 
want  to  be  able  to  say,  and  I  know  each  one  of  you  wish  to  be  able  to  say,  that 
you  made  a  maximum  effort  to  see  to  it  that  the  direction  of  America  is  the 
right  direction  for  the  next  4  years. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:02  p.m.  on  the  South  Lawn  at  the  White  House. 

943 

Statement  on  Signing  the   Food  Stamp  and  Supplemental 
Security  Income  Amendments  Bill.     October  22,  1976 

I  HAVE  signed  H.R.  13500,  amendments  to  the  Food  Stamp  and  Supple- 
mental Security  Income  (SSI)  programs. 

This  Food  Stamp  amendment  gives  to  the  States  needed  flexibility  in  decid- 
ing how  to  manage  their  food  stamp  programs.  It  makes  optional  a  previous 
legislative  requirement  vv^hich  v^as  often  inappropriate  because  of  its  com- 
plexity, cost,  and  the  occasional  unintended  hardships  it  created. 

The  bill  also  has  a  provision  w^hich  guarantees  that  the  aged,  blind,  and  dis- 
abled recipients  of  Supplemental  Security  Income  benefits  will  receive  annual 
cost-of-living  increases  from  the  Federal  Government.  Under  current  law, 
these  increases  do  not  always  get  passed  on  to  the  recipient.  However,  I  think 
it  is  important  that  this  guarantee  be  available.  SSI  recipients  are  particularly 
vulnerable  to  the  ravaging  effects  of  inflation.  This  bill  will  at  least  provide 
this  deserving  group  a  minimum  level  of  protection. 

note:  As  enacted,  H.R.  13500,  approved  October  21,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-585  (90  Stat.  2901). 
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944 

Memorandum  of  Disapproval  of  the  Federal  Grant  and 
Cooperative  Agreement  Bill.     October  22,  1976 

I  AM  withholding  my  approval  of  S.  1437,  the  Federal  Grant  and  Cooperative 
Agreement  Act  of  1976. 

This  legislation  has  a  laudable  goal — to  clarify  and  rationalize  the  legal  in- 
struments through  w^hich  the  Federal  Government  acquires  property  and  serv- 
ices and  furnishes  assistance  to  State  and  local  governments  and  other 
recipients.  The  bill  v^ould  establish  three  categories  of  legal  instruments  v^hich 
Federal  agencies  w^ould  be  required  to  use:  procurement  contracts,  grant  agree- 
ments, and  cooperative  agreements.  These  categories  would  be  defined  accord- 
ing to  their  different  purposes. 

S.  1437  would  also  require  the  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  to  undertake  a  study  which  would  (1)  "develop  a  better  understanding 
of  alternative  means  of  implementing  Federal  assistance  programs  .  .  .",  and 
(2)  ".  .  .  determine  the  feasibility  of  developing  a  comprehensive  system  of 
guidance  for  Federal  assistance  programs." 

The  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  completed  a  study,  almost  a  year  ago, 
of  the  definitions  of  "grant",  "contract"  and  "cooperative  agreement."  That 
study,  which  has  been  reviewed  by  other  Federal  agencies,  public  interest 
groups,  and  other  interested  associations  and  groups,  confirmed  support  for 
the  objectives  of  this  legislation  but  led  to  serious  questions  as  to  whether  at 
this  point  legislation  is  necessary  or  desirable. 

No  matter  how  careful  the  drafting,  a  bill  which  requires  thousands  of  trans- 
actions to  be  placed  into  one  of  three  categories  will  probably  result,  in  many 
cases,  in  limiting  the  flexibility  of  Federal  agencies  in  administering  their  pro- 
grams and  creating  a  large  number  of  technical  difficulties  for  them.  Federally 
supported  basic  research  programs  would  be  particularly  difficult  to  classify  in 
terms  of  the  definitions  in  this  bill. 

The  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  is  continuing  to  work  in  this  area 
with  the  cooperation  of  other  Federal  agencies.  It  plans  to  issue  policy  guidance 
to  Federal  agencies  that  would  more  clearly  distinguish  between  procurement 
and  assistance  transactions  and  to  better  define  patterns  of  assistance  relation- 
ships between  Federal  agencies  and  funding  recipients. 

In  addition,  OMB  has  been  developing  more  comprehensive  guidance  for 
assistance  programs,  as  indicated  by  the  recent  circulars  issued  by  the  agency 
establishing  uniform  administrative  requirements  for  hospitals,  universities, 
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and  nonprofit  grantees.  I  am  directing  OMB  to  continue  to  emphasize  such 
activities. 

Subsequent  modifications  and  refinements  can  be  made  in  these  directives 
when  further  operating  experience  and  evaluation  suggest  they  are  needed. 
Such  an  evolving  set  of  activities  in  the  Executive  branch,  a  step-by-step  process 
which  learns  from  experience,  is  preferable  to  another  lengthy  study  as  re- 
quired by  this  bill. 

In  view  of  the  extremely  complex  and  changing  nature  of  Federal  assistance 
programs,  I  believe  that  Congress  should  not  legislate  categories  of  Federal  as- 
sistance relationships,  but  leave  the  number  and  nature  of  such  classifications 
to  the  Executive  branch  to  determine  and  implement.  If  experience  from  the 
studies  and  evaluations  now  underway  demonstrates  that  legislation  is  re- 
quired, that  experience  would  also  provide  a  better  foundation  for  formulating 
legislation  than  we  have  now. 

Accordingly,  I  must  withhold  my  approval  of  S.  1437. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
October  22, 1976. 

945 

Statement  on  Signing  the  Alaska  Natural  Gas 
Transportation  Act  of  1976.     October  22,  1976 

LAST  MARCH,  my  administration  proposed  legislation  to  the  Congress  to 
speed  the  flow  of  natural  gas  from  our  vast  reserves  in  Alaska  to  consumers  in 
the  lower  48  States.  I  am  pleased  today  to  sign  S.  3521,  the  Alaska  Natural  Gas 
Transportation  Act  of  1976,  which  meets  the  essential  objective  of  that  proposal. 

Our  Nation  must  develop  and  produce  new  sources  of  this  vital  fuel.  The 
North  Slope  of  Alaska,  with  the  largest  known  U.S.  gas  reserves,  can  supply 
over  1  trillion  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  year  by  1985.  This  represents  reducing  U.S. 
oil  import  needs  by  about  one-half  million  barrels  per  day.  This  will  be  a  signifi- 
cant step  towards  energy  independence.  If  the  next  Congress  acts  on  my  proposal 
for  deregulation  of  new  natural  gas  policies,  long-term  relief  from  natural  gas 
shortages  can  be  achieved. 

Three  proposals  for  transporting  Alaskan  gas  to  the  lower  48  States  have  been 
filed  officially  with  the  Federal  Power  Commission.  This  bill  establishes  an  ex- 


2618 


October  22  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [946] 

pedited  process  so  diat  the  President  and  the  Congress  can  make  a  decision  on  a 
route  expeditiously. 

The  bill  will  mandate  the  prompt  issuance  of  all  necessary  certificates,  permits, 
leases,  rights-of-way,  and  other  authorizations  to  expedite  the  initial  construction 
of  the  route  chosen.  To  ensure  adequate  environmental  safeguards,  no  final  deci- 
sion will  be  made  unless  all  appropriate  Environmental  Impact  Statements  have 
been  completed.  The  bill  also  limits  to  some  degree  the  scope  and  timing  of 
judicial  review,  consistent  with  constitutional  safeguards,  so  that  the  gas  will  flow 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Alaska  Natural  Gas  Transportation  Act  of  1976  contains  several  proce- 
dural sections  which  are  significantly  different  from  those  proposed  by  the 
administration.  If  it  appears  that  these  provisions  will  hinder  the  purposes  of 
the  bill,  I  will  seek  legislative  remedies. 

The  passage  of  this  act  is  one  of  the  early  steps  ultimately  leading  to  the  build- 
ing of  a  natural  gas  pipeline — the  largest  private  construction  project  ever  to  be 
undertaken.  The  building  of  this  pipeline  exemplifies  the  role  that  the  private 
sector  must  take  as  we  continue  our  efforts  to  increase  our  energy  supplies.  The 
role  of  the  Federal  Government  in  this  case  is  to  ensure  an  expeditious  decision  so 
that  construction  delays  will  be  avoided. 

In  my  1975  State  of  the  Union  Message,  I  set  forth  this  Nation's  first  energy 
goals  and  comprehensive  program  for  achieving  energy  independence.  Since 
that  time,  I  have  proposed  over  20  specific  measures  to  promote  energy  conserva- 
tion and  develop  our  domestic  energy  resources. 

With  the  signing  of  this  piece  of  legislation,  nine  of  my  energy  proposals  are 
now  law.  While  there  is  still  much  to  be  done,  we  have  made  substantial  prog- 
ress— and  we  will  build  upon  it. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  3521,  approved  October  22,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-586  (90  Stat.  2903). 

946 

Statement  on  Signing  the  National  Forest  Management 

Act  of  1976.     October  22,  1976 

TODAY,  I  am  pleased  to  sign  S.  3091 — the  National  Forest  Management  Act  of 
1976— zn  act  of  great  significance  to  the  conservation  and  management  of  this 
Nation's  natural  resources. 

This  act  is  another  important  milestone  in  the  evolution  of  forest  policy  and 
conservation  law  governing  our  stewardship  of  a  major  part  of  this  Nation's 
great  natural  heritage,  the  National  Forest  System. 
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In  America's  first  century,  our  forests  and  their  vast  resources  seemed  to  our 
forefathers  inexhaustible.  By  the  late  19th  century,  however,  the  spirit  of  expan- 
sion and  development  had  led  to  much  abuse  of  our  forest  lands.  Fires  frequendy 
raged  out  of  control  over  millions  of  acres,  devastating  floods  w^ere  increasing 
and  our  v^ildlif  e  vv^as  being  depleted. 

With  v^isdom  and  timeliness,  this  Nation  began  to  establish  Federal  forest 
reserves  to  protect  our  forest  lands  and  to  guarantee  that  future  generations  v^ould 
enjoy  their  benefits.  Although  the  first  Federal  forester  had  been  hired  just  100 
years  ago  in  1876,  it  w^as  the  establishment  of  the  forest  reserves  in  1891  w^hich 
sped  the  development  and  practice  of  professional  scientific  forestry  on  Federal 
lands. 

Today,  the  National  Forest  System  comprises  187  million  acres  of  forest  and 
rangelands  in  44  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  provides  millions  of  Americans 
outstanding  outdoor  recreation  and  w^ilderness  experiences  as  v^ell  as  many  v^ood 
products,  substantial  mineral  and  energy  resources,  clean  and  plentiful  w^ater, 
forage  for  domestic  livestock,  and  homes  for  many  species  of  fish,  v^ildlife,  and 
plants. 

From  its  inception,  the  National  Forest  System  w^as  administered  not  only  to 
protect  forest  lands  but  also  to  restore  their  productivity.  After  an  early  period  of 
basic  custodial  protection,  a  philosophy  evolved  to  manage  the  National  Forests 
in  such  a  vs^ay  that  they  provided  a  variety  of  uses  and  benefits  for  present  and 
future  generations.  This  concept  of  managing  lands  on  a  multiple-use,  sus- 
tained-yield basis,  which  was  confirmed  by  law  in  1960,  has  always  been  a  chal- 
lenge. It  has  led  to  continuous  discussion  and  debate  over  the  proper  mix  of 
resource  uses. 

In  the  past  decade,  the  use  and  management  of  the  timber  resources  of  the 
national  forests  culminated  in  a  court  suit  challenging  the  manner  in  which 
national  forest  timber  is  harvested.  The  decision  in  the  Monongahela  National 
Forest  case  had  the  initial  effect  of  severely  reducing  timber  sales  on  all  the 
national  forests  in  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia, 
causing  hardships  for  the  forest  products  industry  and  its  many  employees. 
Applied  nationwide,  the  court's  decision  would  severely  restrict  the  timber  sup- 
ply from  all  the  national  forests — led  to  the  act  before  me  today. 

While  the  National  Forest  Management  Act  of  1976  evolved  from  a  timber 
management  controversy,  the  act  goes  far  beyond  a  simple  remedy  of  the  court's 
decision.  Basically,  the  act  expands  and  refines  the  forest  resource  assessment 
and  planning  requirements  of  the  Forest  and  Rangeland  Renewable  Resources 
Planning  Act  of  1974 — one  of  the  first  acts  I  signed  upon  taking  office.  This  act 
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reaffirms  and  further  defines  the  concept  of  multiple-use,  sustained-yield  man- 
agement and  outlines  policies  and  procedures  for  land  management  planning 
in  the  National  Forest  System.  Emphasis  throughout  the  act  is  on  a  balanced 
consideration  of  all  resources  in  the  land  management  process. 

Of  equal  importance,  this  act  guarantees  the  public  full  opportunity  to  par- 
ticipate in  national  forest  land  and  resource  planning.  Finally,  it  recognizes  the 
importance  of  scientific  research  and  cooperation  with  State  and  local  govern- 
ments and  private  landov^ners  in  achieving  wise  use  and  management  of  the 
Nation's  forest  resources. 

In  my  consideration  of  this  legislation,  a  statement  made  in  1907  by  Gifford 
Pinchot,  the  first  Chief  Forester  of  the  Forest  Service,  was  brought  to  my 
attention.  Mr.  Pinchot  said: 

There  are  many  great  interests  in  the  National  forests  which  sometimes 
conflict  a  litde.  They  must  all  be  fit  into  one  another  so  that  the  machine  runs 
smoothly  as  a  whole.  It  is  often  necessary  for  one  man  to  give  way  a  little 
here,  another  a  little  there.  But  by  giving  way  a  litde  at  the  present,  they 
both  profit  by  it  a  great  deal  in  the  end. 
This  National  Forest  Management  Act  of  1976  is  the  product  of  diverse  and 
often  conflicting  interests.  Officials  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  its 
Forest  Service,  conservation  organizations,  the  timber  industry,  labor,  profes- 
sional foresters,  and  Members  of  Congress  have  worked  for  months  to  develop 
sound  legislation.  The  Nation  has  profited  as  a  result  of  their  efforts.  On 
balance,  I  find  this  act  to  be  a  reasonable  compromise  of  the  many  competing 
interests  which  affect  the  National  Forest  System. 

Therefore,  in  this  Bicentennial  Year  of  our  Nation  and  in  this  centennial 
year  of  Federal  forestry,  I  am  very  pleased  to  sign  into  law  S.  3091,  the  National 
Forest  Management  Act  of  1976. 

note:  As  enacted,  S.  3091,  approved  October  22,  1976,  is  Public  Law  94-588  (90  Stat.  2949). 

947 

Presidential  Campaign  Debate  of 
October  22,  1976 

The  Moderator.  Good  evening,  I  am  Barbara  Walters,  moderator  of  the  last 
of  the  debates  of  1976  between  Gerald  R.  Ford,  Republican  candidate  for 
President,  and  Jimmy  Carter,  Democratic  candidate  for  President. 

Welcome,  President  Ford,  welcome.  Governor  Carter,  and  thank  you  for 
joining  us  this  evening. 
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This  debate  takes  place  before  an  audience  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Memorial  Hall 
on  the  campus  of  the  College  of  William  and  Mary  in  historic  Williamsburg, 
Virginia.  It  is  particularly  appropriate  in  this  Bicentennial  Year  that  we  meet  on 
these  grounds  to  hear  this  debate.  Two  hundred  years  ago,  five  William  and 
Mary  students  met  at  nearby  Raleigh  Tavern  to  form  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  a 
fraternity  designed,  they  wrote,  "to  search  out  and  dispel  the  clouds  of  false- 
hood by  debating  without  reserve  the  issues  of  the  day." 

In  that  spirit  of  debate— "without  reserve,"  "to  dispel  the  clouds  of  false- 
hood"— gentlemen,  let  us  proceed. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  debate  is  open,  covering  all  issues  and  topics.  Our 
questioners  tonight  are  Joseph  Kraft,  syndicated  columnist,  Robert  Maynard, 
editorial  writer  for  the  Washington  Post,  and  Jack  Nelson,  Washington  bureau 
chief  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

The  ground  rules  tonight  are  as  follows:  Questioners  will  alternate  questions 
between  the  candidates.  The  candidate  has  up  to  lYi  minutes  to  answer  the 
question.  The  other  candidate  then  has  up  to  2  minutes  to  respond.  If  necessary, 
a  questioner  may  ask  a  foUowup  question  for  further  clarification,  and  in  that 
case  the  candidate  has  up  to  2  minutes  to  respond.  As  was  initially  agreed  to 
by  both  candidates,  the  answers  should  be  responsive  to  the  particular  questions. 
Finally,  each  candidate  has  up  to  3  minutes  for  a  closing  statement. 

President  Ford  and  Governor  Carter  do  not  have  prepared  notes  or  com- 
ments with  them  this  evening,  but  they  may  make  notes  and  refer  to  them  during 
the  debate. 

It  has  been  determined  that  President  Ford  would  take  the  first  question  in 
this  last  debate,  and,  Mr.  Kraft,  you  have  that  first  question  for  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Mr.  President,  I  assume  that  the  Americans  all  know  that  these 
are  difficult  times  and  that  there  is  no  pie  in  the  sky  and  that  they  don't  expect 
something  for  nothing.  So  I'd  like  to  ask  you,  as  a  first  question,  as  you  look 
ahead  in  the  next  4  years,  what  sacrifices  are  you  going  to  call  on  the  American 
people  to  make  ?  What  price  are  you  going  to  ask  them  to  pay  to  realize  your 
objectives  ? 

Let  me  add.  Governor  Carter,  that  if  you  felt  that  it  was  appropriate  to  answer 
that  question  in  your  comments,  as  to  what  price  it  would  be  appropriate  for 
the  American  people  to  pay  for  a  Carter  administration,  I  think  that  would  be 
proper,  too. 

Mr.  President? 

The  President.  Mr.  Kraft,  I  believe  that  the  American  people  in  the  next  4 
years,  under  a  Ford  administration,  will  be  called  upon  to  make  those  necessary 
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sacrifices  to  preserve  the  peace — which  we  have — ^which  means,  of  course,  that 
we  will  have  to  maintain  an  adequate  military  capability;  which  means,  of 
course,  that  we  will  have  to  add,  I  think,  a  few  billion  dollars  to  our  defense 
appropriations  to  make  certain  that  we  have  adequate  strategic  forces,  adequate 
conventional  forces. 

I  think  the  American  people  will  be  called  upon  to  be  in  the  forefront  in  giv- 
ing leadership  to  the  solution  of  those  problems  that  must  be  solved  in  the  Mid- 
dle East,  in  southern  Africa,  and  any  problems  that  might  arise  in  the  Pacific. 

The  American  people  will  be  called  upon  to  tighten  their  belts  a  bit  in  meet- 
ing some  of  the  problems  that  we  face  domestically.  I  don't  think  that  America 
can  go  on  a  big  spending  spree  with  a  whole  lot  of  new  programs  that  would 
add  significantly  to  the  Federal  budget. 

I  believe  that  the  American  people,  if  given  the  leadership  that  I  would  ex- 
pect to  give,  would  be  willing  to  give  this  thrust  to  preserve  the  peace  and  the 
necessary  restraint  at  home  to  hold  the  lid  on  spending  so  that  we  could,  I  think, 
have  a  long  overdue  and  totally  justified  tax  decrease  for  the  middle-income 
people.  And  then — with  the  economy  that  would  be  generated  from  a  restraint 
on  spending  and  a  tax  reduction  primarily  for  the  middle-income  people — then 
I  think  the  American  people  would  be  willing  to  make  those  sacrifices  for  peace 
and  prosperity  in  the  next  4  years. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Could  I  be  a  little  bit  more  specific,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  Sure,  sure. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Doesn't  your  policy  really  imply  that  we  are  going  to  have  to  have 
a  pretty  high  rate  of  unemployment  over  a  fairly  long  time,  that  growth  is  going 
to  be  fairly  slow,  and  that  we  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  do  very  much  in  the  next 
4  or  5  years  to  meet  the  basic  agenda  of  our  national  needs  in  the  cities,  in  health, 
in  transit,  and  a  whole  lot  of  other  things  like  that  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Aren't  those  the  real  costs  ? 

The  President.  No,  Mr.  Kraft.  We're  spending  very  significant  amounts  of 
money  now,  some  |200  billion  a  year,  almost  50  percent  of  our  total  Federal 
expenditure  by  the  Federal  Government  at  the  present  time,  for  human  needs. 
Now,  we  will  probably  have  to  increase  that  to  some  extent,  but  we  don't  have 
to  have  growth  in  spending  that  will  blow  the  lid  off  and  add  to  the  problems  of 
inflation. 

I  believe  we  can  meet  the  problems  within  the  cities  of  this  country  and  still 
give  a  tax  reduction.  I  proposed,  as  you  know,  a  reduction  to  increase  the  per- 
sonal exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000,  with  the  fiscal  program  that  I  have.  And 
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if  you  look  at  the  projections,  it  shows  that  we  will  reduce  unemployment,  that 
we  will  continue  to  win  the  battle  against  inflation  and,  at  the  same  time,  give 
the  kind  of  quahty  of  life  that  I  believe  is  possible  in  America:  a  job,  a  home  for 
all  those  that  will  work  and  save  for  it,  safety  in  the  streets,  health  care  that  is 
affordable.  These  things  can  be  done  if  we  have  the  right  vision  and  the  right 
restraint  and  the  right  leadership. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you.  Governor  Carter,  your  response,  please. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I  might  say  first  of  all,  that  I  think  in  case  of  a  Carter  ad- 
ministration, the  sacrifices  would  be  much  less.  Mr.  Ford's  own  environmental 
agency  has  projected  a  10-percent  unemployment  rate  by  1978  if  he  is  President. 
The  American  people  are  ready  to  make  sacrifices  if  they  are  part  of  the  process, 
if  they  know  that  they  will  be  helping  to  make  decisions  and  won't  be  excluded 
from  being  an  involved  party  to  the  national  purpose. 

The  major  effort  that  we  must  put  forward  is  to  put  our  people  back  to  work. 
And  I  think  that  this  is  one  example  where  a  lot  of  people  have  selfish,  grasping 
ideas  now.  I  remember  in  1973,  in  the  depth  of  the  energy  crisis,  when  President 
Nixon  called  on  the  American  people  to  make  a  sacrifice  to  cut  down  on  the 
waste  of  gasoline,  to  cut  down  on  the  speed  of  automobiles.  It  was  a  tremendous 
surge  of  patriotism.  "I  want  to  make  a  sacrifice  for  my  country." 

I  think  we  could  call  together — with  strong  leadership  in  the  White  House — 
business,  industry,  and  labor,  and  say,  let's  have  voluntary  price  restraints,  let's 
lay  down  some  guidelines  so  we  don't  have  continuing  inflation. 

We  could  also  have  an  end  to  the  extremes.  We  now  have  one  extreme,  for 
instance,  of  some  welfare  recipients  who,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  welfare 
laws,  the  housing  laws,  the  Medicaid  laws,  and  the  food  stamp  laws,  make  over 
$10,000  a  year,  and  they  don't  have  to  pay  any  taxes  on  it.  At  the  other  extreme 
just  1  percent  of  the  richest  people  in  our  country  derive  25  percent  of  all  the  tax 
benefits.  So  both  those  extremes  grasp  for  advantage,  and  the  person  who  has 
to  pay  that  expense  is  the  middle-income  family  who  is  still  working  for  a  living. 
And  they  have  to  pay  for  the  rich  who  have  the  privilege  and  for  the  poor  who 
are  not  working. 

But  I  think  that  a  balanced  approach,  with  everybody  being  part  of  it,  and 
striving  for  unselfishness  could  help,  as  it  did  in  1973,  to  let  people  sacrifice  for 
their  own  country.  I  know  I'm  ready  for  it;  I  think  the  American  people  are,  too. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you.  Mr.  Maynard,  your  question  to  Governor 
Carter. 

Mr.  Maynard.  Governor,  by  all  indications,  the  voters  are  so  turned  off  by 
this  election  campaign  so  far  that  only  half  intend  to  vote.  One  major  reason 
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for  this  apathetic  electorate  appears  to  be  the  low  level  at  which  this  campaign 
has  been  conducted.  It  has  digressed  frequently  from  important  issues  into 
allegations  of  blunders  and  brainwashing  and  fixations  on  lust  in  Playboy. 
What  responsibility  do  you  accept  for  the  low  level  of  this  campaign  for  the 
Nation's  highest  office? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  think  the  major  reason  for  a  decrease  in  participation  that 
we've  experienced  ever  since  1960  has  been  the  deep  discouragement  of  the 
American  people  about  the  performance  of  public  officials.  When  you've  got 
71/2?  8  million  people  out  of  work,  when  you've  got  three  times  as  much  infla- 
tion as  you  had  during  the  last  8-year  Democratic  administration,  when  you 
have  the  highest  deficits  in  history,  when  you  have  it  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  for  a  family  to  put  a  child  through  college  or  to  own  a  home,  there 
is  a  natural  inclination  to  be  turned  off.  Also,  in  the  aftermath  of  Vietnam 
and  Cambodia  and  Watergate  and  the  CIA  revelations,  people  have  felt  that 
they've  been  betrayed  by  public  officials. 

I  have  to  admit  that  in  the  heat  of  the  campaign— I've  been  in  30  primaries 
during  the  springtime;  I've  been  campaigning  for  22  months— I've  made  some 
mistakes.  And  I  think  this  is  part  of  just  being  a  human  being.  I  have  to  say 
that  my  campaign  has  been  an  open  one.  The  Playboy  thing  has  been  of  very 
great  concern  to  me.  I  don't  know  how  to  deal  with  it  exactly.  I  agreed  to  give 
the  interview  to  Playboy.  Other  people  have  done  it  who  are  notable— Governor 
Jerry  Brown,  Walter  Cronkite,  Albert  Schweitzer,  Mr.  Ford's  own  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  Mr.  Simon,  William  Buckley,  many  other  people.  But  they  weren't 
running  for  President.  And  in  retrospect,  from  hindsight,  I  would  not  have  given 
that  interview  had  I  to  do  it  over  again.  If  I  should  ever  decide  in  the  future 
to  discuss  my  deep  Christian  beliefs  and  condemnation  and  sinfulness,  I  would 
use  another  forum  besides  Playboy. 

But  I  can  say  this:  I'm  doing  the  best  I  can  to  get  away  from  that.  And  during 
the  next  10  days,  the  American  people  will  not  see  the  Carter  campaign  running 
television  advertisements  or  newspaper  advertisements  based  on  a  personal 
attack  on  President  Ford's  character.  I  believe  that  the  opposite  is  true  with 
President  Ford's  campaign.  And  I  hope  that  we  can  leave  those  issues,  in  the 
next  10  days,  about  personalities  and  mistakes  of  the  past— we've  both  made 
some  mistakes— and  talk  about  unemployment,  inflation,  housing,  education, 
taxation,  government  organization,  stripping  away  of  secrecy,  and  the  things 
that  are  crucial  to  the  American  people. 

I  regret  the  things  in  my  own  long  campaign  that  have  been  mistaken,  but 
I'm  trying  to  do  away  with  those  the  last  10  days. 
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The  Moderator.  Thank  you,  Governor  Carter.  President  Ford,  your 
response  ? 

The  President.  I  believe  that  the  American  people  have  been  turned  off 
in  this  election,  Mr.  Maynard,  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  We  have  seen  on  Capitol 
Hill,  in  the  Congress,  a  great  many  allegations  of  v^rongdoing,  of  alleged 
immorality.  Those  are  very  disturbing  to  the  American  people.  They  wonder 
hov^  an  elected  representative  can  serve  them  and  participate  in  such  activities, 
serving  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Yes,  and  Tm  certain  many,  many 
Americans  were  turned  off  by  the  revelations  of  Watergate,  a  very,  very  bad 
period  of  time  in  American  political  history.  Yes,  and  thousands,  maybe  millions 
of  Americans  were  turned  off  because  of  the  problems  that  came  out  of  our 
involvement  in  Vietnam. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  I  found  on  July  4  of  this  year  a  new  spirit  born 
in  America.  We  were  celebrating  our  Bicentennial.  And  I  find  that  there  is  a 
movement — as  I  traveled  around  the  country — of  greater  interest  in  this  cam- 
paign. Now,  like  any  hard-working  person  seeking  public  office,  in  the  cam- 
paign, inevitably,  sometimes  you  will  use  rather  graphic  language.  And  I  am 
guilty  of  that  just  like,  I  think,  most  others  in  the  political  arena.  But  I  do 
make  a  pledge  that  in  the  next  10  days  when  we  are  asking  the  American 
people  to  make  one  of  the  most  important  decisions  in  their  lifetime,  because 
I  think  this  election  is  one  of  the  most  vital  in  the  history  of  America,  that 
we  do  together  what  we  can  to  stimulate  voter  participation. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you.  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Nelson,  your  question  to  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Nelson.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  Watergate,  and  you  became 
President  because  of  Watergate,  so  don't  you  owe  the  American  people  a  special 
obligation  to  explain  in  detail  your  role  of  limiting  one  of  the  original  inves- 
tigations of  a  Watergate — that  was  the  one  by  the  House  Banking  Committee  ? 
And  I  know  you've  answered  questions  on  this  before,  but  there  are  questions 
that  still  remain,  and  I  think  people  want  to  know  what  your  role  was. 

Will  you  name  the  persons  you  talked  to  in  connection  with  that  investigation, 
and  since  you  say  you  have  no  recollection  of  talking  to  anyone  from  the  White 
House,  would  you  be  willing  to  open  for  examination  the  White  House  tapes 
of  conversations  during  that  period } 

The  President.  Mr.  Nelson,  I  testified  before  two  committees,  House  and 
Senate,  on  precisely  the  questions  that  you  have  asked.  And  the  testimony,  under 
oath,  was  to  the  effect  that  I  did  not  talk  to  Mr.  Nixon,  to  Mr.  Haldeman,  to 
Mr.  Ehrlichman,  or  to  any  of  the  people  at  the  White  House.   I  said  I 
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had  no  recollection  whatsoever  of  talking  with  any  of  the  White  House  legis- 
lative liaison  people. 

I  indicated  under  oath  that  the  initiative  that  I  took  was  at  the  request  of 
the  ranking  members  of  the  House  Banking  and  Currency  Committee  on  the 
Republican  side,  which  was  a  legitimate  request  and  a  proper  response  by  me. 

Now,  that  was  gone  into  by  two  congressional  committees,  and  following 
that  investigation  both  committees  overwhelmingly  approved  me,  and  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate  did  likewise. 

Now,  in  the  meantime  the  Special  Prosecutor— within  the  last  few  days  after 
an  investigation  himself— said  there  was  no  reason  for  him  to  get  involved, 
because  he  found  nothing  that  would  justify  it.  And  then,  just  a  day  or  two  ago, 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  made  a  further  investigation  and  came 
to  precisely  the  same  conclusion. 

Now,  after  all  of  those  investigations  by  objective,  responsible  people,  I  think 
the  matter  is  closed  once  and  for  all.  But  to  add  one  other  feature:  I  don't  control 
any  of  the  tapes.  Those  tapes  are  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  and  I  have 
no  right  to  say  yes  or  no.  But  all  the  committees,  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Special  Prosecutor — all  of  them  have  given  me  a  clean  bill  of  health.  I  think 
the  matter  is  settled  once  and  for  all. 

Mr.  Nelson.  Well,  Mr.  President,  if  I  do  say  so,  though,  the  question  is  that 
I  think  you  still  have  not  gone  into  details  about  what  your  role  in  it  was.  And 
I  don't  think  there  was  any  question  about  whether  or  not  there  was  a  criminal 
prosecution,  but  whether  you  have  told  the  American  people  your  entire 
involvement  in  it  and  whether  you  would  be  willing — even  though  you  don't 
control  the  tapes — whether  you  would  be  willing  to  ask  that  the  tapes  be  released 
for  examination? 

The  President.  That's  for  the  proper  authorities  who  have  control  over  those 
tapes  to  make  that  decision.  I  have  given  every  bit  of  evidence,  answered  every 
question  that's  been  asked  me  by  any  Senator  or  any  Member  of  the  House, 
plus  the  fact  that  the  Special  Prosecutor,  on  his  own  initiation,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  on  his  initiation — the  highest  law  enforcement  official  in  this  country — 
all  of  them  have  given  me  a  clean  bill  of  health.  And  I've  told  everything  I 
know  about  it.  I  think  the  matter  is  settled  once  and  for  all. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter,  your  response. 

Mr.  Carter.  I  don't  have  any  response. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you. 

Then  we  will  have  the  next  question  from  Mr.  Kraft  to  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Governor  Carter,  the  next  big  crisis  spot  in  the  world  may  be 
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Yugoslavia.  President  Tito  is  old  and  sick,  and  there  are  divisions  in  his  country. 
It's  pretty  certain  that  the  Russians  are  going  to  do  everything  they  possibly 
can  after  Tito  dies  to  force  Yugoslavia  back  into  the  Soviet  camp. 

But  last  Saturday,  you  said — and  this  is  a  quote — "I  w^ould  not  go  to  war  in 
Yugoslavia  even  if  the  Soviet  Union  sent  in  troops."  Doesn't  that  statement  prac- 
tically invite  the  Russians  to  intervene  in  Yugoslavia?  Doesn't  it  discourage 
Yugoslavs  v^ho  might  be  tempted  to  resist?  And  wouldn't  it  have  been  wiser 
on  your  part  to  say  nothing  and  to  keep  the  Russians  in  the  dark,  as  President 
Ford  did  and  as,  I  think,  every  President  has  done  since  President  Truman? 

Mr.  Carter.  In  the  last  2  weeks  I've  had  a  chance  to  talk  to  two  men  who  have 
visited  the  Soviet  Union,  Yugoslavia,  and  China.  One  is  Governor  Averell  Harri- 
man,^  who  visited  the  Soviet  Union  and  Yugoslavia,  and  the  other  one  is  James 
Schlesinger,^  whom  I  think  you  accompanied  to  China.  I  got  a  complete  report 
back  from  those  countries  from  these  two  distinguished  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Harriman  talked  to  the  leaders  in  Yugoslavia,  and  I  think  it's  accurate  to 
say  that  there  is  no  prospect,  in  their  opinion,  of  the  Soviet  Union  invading 
Yugoslavia  should  Mr.  Tito  pass  away.  The  present  leadership  there  is  fairly 
uniform  in  their  purpose.  I  think  it's  a  close-knit  group,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  for  us  to  say  that  we  will  go  to  war  in  Yugoslavia  if  the  Soviets 
should  invade,  which  I  think  would  be  an  extremely  unlikely  thing. 

I  have  maintained  from  the  very  beginning  of  my  campaign — and  this  was  a 
standard  answer  that  I  made  in  response  to  the  Yugoslavian  question — that  I 
would  never  go  to  war,  become  militarily  involved  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
another  country,  unless  our  own  security  was  directly  threatened.  And  I  don't 
believe  that  our  security  would  be  directly  threatened  if  the  Soviet  Union  went 
into  Yugoslavia.  I  don't  believe  it  will  happen.  I  certainly  hope  it  won't.  I 
would  take  the  strongest  possible  measures  short  of  actual  military  action 
there  by  our  own  troops,  but  I  doubt  that  that  would  be  an  eventuality. 

Mr.  Kraft.  One  quick  followup.  Did  you  clear  the  response  you  made  with 
Secretary  Schlesinger  and  Governor  Harriman  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  No,  I  did  not. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  your  response. 

The  President.  Well,  I  firmly  believe,  Mr.  Kraft,  that  it's  unwise  for  a 
President  to  signal  in  advance  what  options  he  might  exercise  if  any  international 
problem  arose. 

I  think  we  all  recall  with  some  sadness  that  at  the  period  of  the  late  1940's, 


^Governor  of  New  York  1954-58  and  Ambassador  at  Large  1961,  1965-68. 
^  Secretary  of  Defense  1973-75. 
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early  1950's,  there  were  some  indications  that  the  United  States  would  not  in- 
clude South  Korea  in  an  area  of  defense.  There  are  some  who  allege — I  can't 
prove  it  true  or  untrue — that  such  a  statement,  in  effect,  invited  the  North 
Koreans  to  invade  South  Korea.  It's  a  fact  they  did. 

But  no  President  of  the  United  States,  in  my  opinion,  should  signal  in  ad- 
vance to  a  prospective  enemy  what  his  decision  might  be  or  what  option  he 
might  exercise.  It's  far  better  for  a  person  sitting  in  the  White  House,  who  has  a 
number  of  options,  to  make  certain  that  the  other  side,  so  to  speak,  doesn't 
know  precisely  what  you're  going  to  do.  And  therefore,  that  was  the  reason 
that  I  would  not  identify  any  particular  course  of  action  when  I  responded  to  a 
question  a  week  or  so  ago. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you. 

Mr.  Maynard,  your  question  to  President  Ford,  please. 

Mr.  Maynard.  Sir,  this  question  concerns  your  administrative  performance 
as  President.  The  other  day.  General  George  Brown,  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  delivered  his  views  on  several  sensitive  subjects,  among  them 
Great  Britain,  one  of  this  country's  oldest  allies.  He  said,  and  I  quote  him  now, 
"Great  Britain — it's  a  pathetic  thing,  it  just  makes  you  cry.  They  are  no  longer 
a  world  power.  All  they  have  are  generals,  admirals,  and  bands."  Since  General 
Brown's  comments  have  caused  this  country  embarrassment  in  the  past,  why  is 
he  still  this  Nation's  leading  military  officer  ? 

The  President.  I  have  indicated  to  General  Brown  that  the  words  that  he 
used  in  that  interview,  in  that  particular  case,  and  in  several  others  were  very 
ill-advised.  And  General  Brown  has  indicated  his  apology,  his  regrets,  and  I 
think  that  will,  in  this  situation,  settle  the  matter. 

It  is  tragic  that  the  full  transcript  of  that  interview  was  not  released,  and  that 
there  were  excerpts,  some  of  the  excerpts,  taken  out  of  context — not  this  one, 
however — that  you  bring  up. 

General  Brown  has  an  exemplary  record  of  military  performance.  He  served 
this  Nation  with  great,  great  skill  and  courage  and  bravery  for  35  years.  And  I 
think  it's  the  consensus  of  the  people  who  are  knowledgeable  in  the  military 
field  that  he  is  probably  the  outstanding  military  leader  and  strategist  that  we 
have  in  America  today. 

Now,  he  did  use  ill-advised  words.  But  I  think  in  the  fact  that  he  apologized, 
that  he  was  reprimanded,  does  permit  him  to  stay  on  and  continue  that  kind  of 
leadership  that  we  so  badly  need  as  we  enter  into  negotiations  under  the  SALT 
II  agreement,  or  if  we  have  operations  that  might  be  developing  in  the  Middle 
East  or  in  southern  Africa  or  in  the  Pacific — ^we  need  a  man  with  that  experi- 
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ence,  that  knowledge,  that  know-how.  And  I  think  in  light  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  apologized,  would  not  have  justified  my  asking  for  his  resignation. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you. 

Governor  Carter,  your  response. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  just  briefly,  I  think  this  is  the  second  time  that  General 
Brown  has  made  a  statement  for  which  he  did  have  to  apologize — and  I  know 
that  everybody  makes  mistakes.  I  think  the  first  one  was  related  to  the  unwar- 
ranted influence  of  American  Jews  on  the  media  and  in  the  Congress.  This  one 
concerned  Great  Britain.  I  think  he  said  Israel  was  a  military  burden  on  us  and 
that  Iran  hoped  to  reestablish  the  Persian  Empire. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  remembered  earlier  that  President  Ford  had  expressed  his 
concern  about  the  statement  or  apologized  for  it.  This  is  something,  though,  that 
I  think  is  indicative  of  a  need  among  the  American  people  to  know  how  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  the  President,  feels.  And  I  think  the  only  criticism  that 
I  would  have  of  Mr.  Ford  is  that  immediately  when  the  statement  was  revealed, 
perhaps  a  statement  from  the  President  would  have  been  a  clarifying  and  a  very 
beneficial  thing. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Nelson,  your  question  now  to  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Nelson.  Governor,  despite  the  fact  that  you've  been  running  for  Presi- 
dent a  long  time  now,  many  Americans  still  seem  to  be  uneasy  about  you.  They 
don't  feel  that  they  know  you  or  the  people  around  you.  And  one  problem  seems 
to  be  that  you  haven't  reached  out  to  bring  people  with  broad  background  or 
national  experience  into  your  campaign  or  your  Presidential  plans.  Most  of  the 
people  around  you  on  a  day-to-day  basis  are  the  people  you've  known  in  Georgia. 
Many  of  them  are  young  and  relatively  inexperienced  in  national  affairs.  Doesn't 
this  raise  a  serious  question  as  to  whether  you  would  bring  into  a  Carter  admin- 
istration people  with  the  necessary  background  to  run  the  Federal  Government  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  don't  believe  it  does.  I  began  campaigning  22  months  ago.  At 
that  time  nobody  thought  I  had  a  chance  to  win.  Very  few  people  knew  who  I 
was.  I  came  from  a  tiny  town,  as  you  know — Plains — and  didn't  hold  public 
office,  didn't  have  very  much  money.  And  my  first  organization  was  just  four 
or  five  people  plus  my  wife  and  my  children,  my  three  sons  and  their  wives. 

And  we  won  the  nomination  by  going  out  into  the  streets,  barbershops, 
beauty  parlors,  restaurants,  stores,  in  factory  shift  lines,  also  in  farmers'  markets 
and  livestock  sale  barns,  and  we  talked  a  lot  and  we  listened  a  lot,  and  we 
learned  from  the  American  people.  We  built  up  an  awareness  among  the  voters 
of  this  country,  particularly  those  in  whose  primaries  I  entered — ^30  of  them, 
nobody  has  ever  done  that  before — about  who  I  was  and  what  I  stood  for. 
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Now  we  have  a  very  wide-ranging  group  of  advisers  who  help  me  prepare  for 
these  debates  and  who  teach  me  about  international  economics  and  foreign 
affairs,  defense  matters,  health,  education,  welfare,  government  reorganization — 
I'd  say  several  hundred  of  them,  and  they  are  very  fine  and  very  highly  qualified. 

The  one  major  decision  that  I  have  made  since  acquiring  the  nomination — 
and  I  share  this  with  President  Ford— is  the  choice  of  the  Vice  President.  I  think 
this  would  be  indicative  of  the  kind  of  leaders  that  I  would  choose  to  help  me  if 
I  am  elected. 

I  chose  Senator  Walter  Mondale.  And  the  only  criterion  that  I  have  put  for- 
ward in  my  own  mind  was,  who  among  the  several  million  people  in  this  coun- 
try would  be  the  best  person  qualified  to  be  President  if  something  should  hap- 
pen to  me  and  to  join  me  in  being  Vice  President  if  I  should  serve  out  my  term  ? 
And  I'm  convinced  now,  more  than  I  was  when  I  got  the  nomination,  that 
Walter  Mondale  was  the  right  choice.  And  I  believe  this  is  a  good  indication  of 
the  kind  of  people  that  I  would  choose  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Ford  has  had  that  same  choice  to  make.  I  don't  want  to  say  anything 
critical  of  Senator  Dole,  but  I  have  never  heard  Mr.  Ford  say  that  that  was  his 
primary  consideration — who  is  the  best  person  I  could  choose  in  this  country  to 
be  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  feel  completely  at  ease  knowing  that  some  day  Senator  Mondale  might  very 
well  be  President.  In  the  last  five  Vice-Presidential  nominees,  incumbents,  three 
of  them  have  become  President.  But  I  think  this  is  indicative  of  what  I  would  do. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  your  response  please. 

The  President.  The  Governor  may  not  have  heard  my  established  criteria  for 
the  selection  of  a  Vice  President,  but  it  was  a  well-established  criteria  that  the 
person  I  selected  would  be  fully  qualified  to  be  President  of  the  United  States, 
And  Senator  Bob  Dole  is  so  qualified — 16  years  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  in  the  Senate,  very  high  responsibilities  on  important  committees. 

I  don't  mean  to  be  critical  of  Senator  Mondale,  but  I  was  very,  very  surprised 
when  I  read  that  Senator  Mondale  made  a  very  derogatory,  very  personal  com- 
ment about  General  Brown  after  the  news  story  that  broke  about  General 
Brown.  If  my  recollection  is  correct,  he  indicated  that  General  Brown  was  not 
qualified  to  be  a  sewer  commissioner.  I  don't  think  that's  a  proper  way  to  describe 
a  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  who  has  fought  for  his  country  for  35 
years.  And  I'm  sure  the  Governor  would  agree  with  me  on  that.  I  think  Senator 
Dole  would  show  more  good  judgment  and  discretion  than  to  so  describe  a 
heroic  and  brave  and  very  outstanding  leader  of  the  military. 

So,  I  think  our  selection  of  Bob  Dole  as  Vice  President  is  based  on  merit.  And 
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if  he  should  ever  become  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  his  vast  experi- 
ence as  a  Member  of  the  House  and  a  Member  of  the  Senate,  as  v^ell  as  a  Vice 
President,  I  think  he  would  do  an  outstanding  job  as  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Kraft,  your  question  to  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Mr.  President,  let  me  assure  you  and  maybe  some  of  the  viewing 
audience  that  being  on  this  panel  hasn't  been,  as  it  may  seem,  all  torture  and 
agony.  One  of  the  heartening  things  is  that  I  and  my  colleagues  have  received 
literally  hundreds  and  maybe  even  thousands  of  suggested  questions  from 
ordinary  citizens  all  across  the  country  who  want  answers. 

The  President.  That's  a  tribute  to  their  interest  in  this  election. 

Mr.  Kraft.  I  will  give  you  that.  But  let  me  go  on,  because  one  main  subject 
on  the  minds  of  all  of  them  has  been  the  environment,  particularly  curious 
about  your  record.  People  really  want  to  know  why  you  vetoed  the  strip  mining 
bill.  They  want  to  know  why  you  worked  against  strong  controls  on  auto  emis- 
sions. They  want  to  know  why  you  aren't  doing  anything  about  pollution  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  They  want  to  know  why  a  bipartisan  organization  such  as  the 
National  League  of  Conservation  Voters  says  that  when  it  comes  to  environ- 
mental issues,  you  are — and  I  am  quoting— "hopeless." 

The  President.  First,  let  me  set  the  record  straight.  I  vetoed  the  strip  mining 
bill,  Mr.  Kraft,  because  it  was  the  overwhelming  consensus  of  knowledgeable 
people  that  that  strip  mining  bill  would  have  meant  the  loss  of  literally  thou- 
sands of  jobs,  something  around  140,000  jobs.  Number  two,  that  strip  mining  bill 
would  have  severely  set  back  our  need  for  more  coal,  and  Governor  Carter  has 
said  repeatedly  that  coal  is  the  resource  that  we  need  to  use  more  in  the  effort 
to  become  independent  of  the  Arab  oil  supplies.  So,  I  vetoed  it  because  of  a  loss 
of  jobs  and  because  it  would  have  interfered  with  our  energy  independence 
program. 

The  auto  emissions — it  was  agreed  by  Leonard  Woodcock,  the  head  of  the 
UAW,  and  by  the  heads  of  all  of  the  automobile  industry— we  had  labor  and 
management  together  saying  that  those  auto  emission  standards  had  to  be 
modified. 

But  let's  talk  about  what  the  Ford  administration  has  done  in  the  field  of  en- 
vironment. I  have  increased,  as  President,  by  over  60  percent,  the  funding  for 
water  treatment  plants  in  the  United  States,  the  Federal  contribution.  I  have 
fully  funded  the  land  and  water  conservation  program;  in  fact,  have  recom- 
mended, and  the  Congress  approved,  a  substantially  increased  land  and  water 
conservation  program. 
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I  have  added  in  the  current  year  budget,  the  funds  for  the  National  Park 
Service.  For  example,  we  proposed  about  $12  million  to  add  between  400  and 
500  more  employees  for  the  National  Park  Service. 

And  a  month  or  so  ago,  I  did  likewise  say  over  the  next  10  years  we  should 
expand — double — the  national  parks,  the  wilderness  areas,  the  scenic  river  areas. 
And  then,  of  course,  the  final  thing  is  that  I  have  signed  and  approved  of  more 
scenic  rivers,  more  wilderness  areas  since  I've  been  President  than  any  other 
President  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  I  might  say  I  think  the  League  of  Conservation  Voters  is 
absolutely  right.  This  administration's  record  of  environment  is  very  bad. 

I  think  it's  accurate  to  say  that  the  strip  mining  law,  which  was  passed  twice 
by  the  Congress  and  only  lacked  two  votes,  I  believe,  of  being  overriden,  would 
have  been  good  for  the  country.  The  claim  that  it  would  have  put  140,000  miners 
out  of  work  is  hard  to  believe  when  at  the  time  Mr.  Ford  vetoed  it,  the  United 
Mine  Workers  was  supporting  the  bill.  And  I  don't  think  they  would  have  sup- 
ported the  bill  had  they  known  that  they  would  lose  140,000  jobs. 

There  has  been  a  consistent  policy  on  the  part  of  this  administration  to  lower 
or  to  delay  enforcement  of  air  pollution  standards  and  water  pollution  stand- 
ards. And  under  both  Presidents  Nixon  and  Ford,  moneys  have  been  impounded 
that  would  have  gone  to  cities  and  others  to  control  water  pollution. 

We  have  no  energy  policy.  We,  I  think,  are  the  only  developed  nation  in  the 
world  that  has  no  comprehensive  energy  policy  to  permit  us  to  plan,  in  an  or- 
derly way,  how  to  shift  from  increasing  the  scarce  energy  forms — oil — and  have 
research  and  development  concentrated  on  the  increased  use  of  coal,  which  I 
strongly  favor — the  research  and  development  to  be  used  primarily  to  make  the 
coal  burning  be  clean. 

We  need  a  heritage  trust  program,  similar  to  the  one  we  had  in  Georgia,  to 
set  aside  additional  lands  that  have  geological  and  archeological  importance, 
natural  areas  for  enjoyment.  The  lands  that  Mr.  Ford  brags  about  having  ap- 
proved are  in  Alaska,  and  they  are  enormous  in  size,  but  as  far  as  the  accessibility 
of  them  by  the  American  people,  is  very  far  in  the  future. 

We  have  taken  no  strong  position  in  the  control  of  pollution  of  our  oceans. 
And  I  would  say  the  worst  threat  to  the  environment  of  all  is  nuclear  prolifera- 
tion. And  this  administration,  having  been  in  office  now  for  2  years  or  more, 
has  still  not  taken  a  strong  and  bold  action  to  stop  the  proliferation  of  nuclear 
waste  around  the  world,  particularly  plutonium. 
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Those  are  some  brief  remarks  about  the  failures  of  this  administration.  I 
would  do  the  opposite  in  every  respect. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Maynard  to  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Maynard.  Governor,  Federal  policy  in  this  country  since  World  War  II 
has  tended  to  favor  the  development  of  suburbs  at  the  great  expense  of  central 
cities.  Does  not  the  Federal  Government  now  have  an  affirmative  obligation  to 
revitalize  the  American  city  ?  We  have  heard  little  in  this  campaign  suggesting 
that  you  have  an  urban  reconstruction  program.  Could  you  please  outline  your 
urban  intentions  for  us  tonight? 

Mr.  Carter.  Yes,  I  would  be  glad  to.  In  the  first  place,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
environmental  policy  and  energy  poUcy  that  I  just  described,  and  the  policy  for 
nonproliferation  of  nuclear  waste,  this  administration  has  no  urban  policy.  It's 
impossible  for  mayors  or  Governors  to  cooperate  with  the  President,  because 
they  can't  anticipate  what  is  going  to  happen  next. 

A  mayor  of  a  city  like  New  York,  for  example,  needs  to  know  18  months  or 
2  years  ahead  of  time  what  responsibility  the  city  will  have  in  administration 
and  in  financing,  in  things  like  housing,  pollution  control,  crime  control,  edu- 
cation, welfare  and  health.  This  has  not  been  done,  unfortunately.  I  remember 
the  headline  in  the  Daily  News  that  said,  "Ford  To  New  York — Drop  Dead." 

I  think  it's  very  important  that  our  cities  know  that  they  have  a  partner  in 
the  Federal  Government.  Quite  often,  Congress  has  passed  laws  in  the  past 
designed  to  help  people  with  the  ownership  of  homes  and  with  the  control  of 
crime  and  with  adequate  health  care  and  better  education  programs  and  so 
forth.  Those  programs  were  designed  to  help  those  who  need  it  most,  and  quite 
often  this  has  been  in  the  very  poor  people  and  neighborhoods  in  the  down- 
town urban  centers.  Because  of  the  greatly  advantaged  persons  who  live  in  the 
suburbs — ^better  education,  better  organization,  more  articulate,  more  aware  of 
what  the  laws  are — quite  often  this  money  has  been  channeled  out  of  the  down- 
town centers  where  it's  needed. 

Also,  I  favor  all  revenue  sharing  money  being  used  for  local  governments 
and  also  to  remove  the  prohibitions  in  the  use  of  revenue  sharing  money,  so 
that  it  can  be  used  to  improve  education  and  health  care.  We  have  now,  for  in- 
stance, only  7  percent  of  the  total  education  costs  being  financed  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  When  the  Nixon-Ford  administration  started,  this  was  10 
percent.  That's  a  30-percent  reduction  in  the  portion  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment contributes  to  education  in  just  8  years  and,  as  you  know,  the  education 
costs  have  gone  up  tremendously. 

The  last  point  is  that  the  major  thrust  has  got  to  be  to  put  people  back  to 
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work.  WeVe  got  an  extraordinarily  high  unemployment  rate  among  down- 
town, urban  ghetto  areas;  particularly  among  the  very  poor  and  particularly 
among  minority  groups,  sometimes  50  or  60  percent. 

And  the  concentration  of  employment  opportunities  in  those  areas  would 
help  greatly  not  only  to  reestablish  the  tax  base,  but  also  to  help  reduce  the  ex- 
traordinary welfare  costs.  One  of  the  major  responsibilities  on  the  shoulders  of 
New  York  City  is  to  finance  welfare.  And  I  favor  the  shifting  of  the  welfare 
cost  away  from  the  local  governments  altogether  and,  over  a  longer  period  of 
time,  let  the  Federal  Government  begin  to  absorb  part  of  it  that  is  now  paid 
by  the  State  government.  Those  things  would  help  a  great  deal  with  the  cities, 
but  we  still  have  a  very  serious  problem  there. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  Let  me  speak  out  very  strongly.  The  Ford  administration 
does  have  a  very  comprehensive  program  to  help  our  major  metropolitan  areas. 
I  fought  for,  and  the  Congress  finally  went  along  with,  a  general  revenue  shar- 
ing program  whereby  cities  and  States — the  cities,  two-thirds,  and  the  States, 
one-third — get  over  $6  billion  a  year,  in  cash,  with  which  they  can  provide 
many,  many  services,  whatever  they  really  want. 

In  addition,  we  in  the  Federal  Government  make  available  to  cities  about 
$3,300  million  in  what  we  call  community  developments.  In  addition,  as  a 
result  of  my  pressure  on  the  Congress,  we  got  a  major  mass  transit  program 
over  a  4-year  period — $11,800  million.  We  have  a  good  housing  program  that 
will  result  in  cutting  the  downpayments  by  50  percent  and  having  mortgage 
payments  lower  at  the  beginning  of  any  mortgage  period.  We  are  expanding 
our  homestead  housing  program. 

The  net  result  is,  we  think,  under  Carla  Hills,  who  is  the  Chairman  of  my 
Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood  RevitaHzation  program,  we  will 
really  do  a  first-class  job  in  helping  the  communities  throughout  the  country. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  that  committee,  under  Secretary  Hills,  released  about  a  75- 
page  report  with  specific  recommendations,  so  we  can  do  a  better  job  in  the 
weeks  ahead. 

And  in  addition,  the  tax  program  of  the  Ford  administration,  which  pro- 
vides an  incentive  for  industry  to  move  into  our  major  metropolitan  areas,  into 
the  inner  cities,  will  bring  jobs  where  people  are  and  help  to  revitalize  those 
cities  as  they  can  be. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Nelson,  your  question  next  to  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Nelson.  Mr.  President,  your  campaign  has  run  ads  in  black  news- 
papers saying  that  "for  black  Americans,  President  Ford  is  quietly  getting  the 
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job  done."  Yet,  study  after  study  has  shown  Httle  progress  in  desegregation  and, 
in  fact,  actual  increases  in  segregated  schools  and  housing  in  the  Northeast. 

Now,  civil  rights  groups  have  complained  repeatedly  that  there  has  been 
lack  of  progress  in  commitment  to  an  integrated  society  during  your  adminis- 
tration. So,  how  are  you  getting  the  job  done  for  blacks  and  other  minorities, 
and  what  programs  do  you  have  in  mind  for  the  next  4  years } 

The  President.  Well,  let  me  say  at  the  outset,  I  am  very  proud  of  the  record 
of  this  administration.  In  the  Cabinet  I  have  one  of  the  outstanding,  I  think, 
administrators  as  the  Secretary  of  Transportation — Bill  Coleman.  You  are 
familiar,  I  am  sure,  with  the  recognition  given  in  the  Air  Force  to  General 
James.  And  there  was  just  approved  a  three-star  admiral,  the  first  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  United  States  Navy.  So,  we  are  giving  full  recognition  to  individuals, 
of  quality  in  the  Ford  administration  in  positions  of  great  responsibiUty. 

In  addition,  the  Department  of  Justice  is  fully  enforcing,  and  enforcing 
effectively,  the  Voting  Rights  Act — the  legislation  that  involves  jobs,  housing 
for  minorities,  not  only  blacks  but  all  others. 

The  Department  of  HUD  is  enforcing  the  new  legislation  that  takes  care  of 
redlining.  What  we  are  doing  is  saying  that  there  are  opportunities — business 
opportunities,  educational  opportunities,  responsibilities — where  people  with 
talent — blacks  or  any  other  minority — can  fully  qualify. 

The  office  of  minority  business  in  the  Department  of  Commerce  has  made 
available  more  money  in  trying  to  help  black  businessmen,  or  other  minority 
businessmen,  than  any  other  administration  since  the  office  was  established. 

The  office  of  small  business,  under  Mr.  Kobelinski,  has  a  very  massive  program 
trying  to  help  the  black  community.  The  individual  who  wants  to  start  a  business 
or  expand  his  business  as  a  black  businessman  is  able  to  borrow  either  directly 
or  with  guaranteed  loans. 

I  believe  on  the  record  that  this  administration  has  been  responsive  and  we 
have  carried  out  the  law  to  the  letter,  and  I  am  proud  of  the  record. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter,  your  response,  please. 

Mr.  Carter.  The  description  just  made  of  this  administration's  record  is 
hard  to  recognize.  I  think  it  is  accurate  to  say  that  Mr.  Ford  voted  against  the 
voting  rights  acts  and  against  the  civil  rights  acts  in  their  debative  stage.  I  think 
once  it  was  assured  they  were  going  to  pass,  he  finally  voted  for  it 

This  country  changed  drastically  in  1969  when  the  terms  of  John  Kennedy 
and  Lyndon  Johnson  were  over,  and  Richard  Nixon  and  Gerald  Ford  became 
the  Presidents.  There  was  a  time  when  there  was  hope  for  those  who  were  poor 
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and  downtrodden  and  who  were  elderly  or  who  were  ill  or  who  were  in  minor- 
ity groups.  That  time  has  been  gone. 

I  think  the  greatest  thing  that  ever  happened  to  the  South  was  the  passage 
of  the  civil  rights  acts  and  the  opening  up  of  opportunities  to  black  people,  to 
have  a  chance  to  vote,  to  hold  a  job,  to  buy  a  house,  to  go  to  school,  and  to  partici- 
pate in  public  affairs.  It  not  only  liberated  black  people  but  it  also  liberated  the 
whites. 

We  have  seen  in  many  instances  in  recent  years  a  minority  affairs  section  of 
a  small  loan  administration.  Small  Business  Administration,  lend  a  black  entre- 
preneur just  enough  money  to  get  started,  and  then  to  go  bankrupt.  The  bank- 
ruptcies have  gone  up  an  extraordinary  degree. 

The  FHA  [Federal  Housing  Administration],  which  used  to  be  a  very  re- 
sponsible agency  that  everyone  looked  to  to  help  own  a  home,  lost  $600  million 
last  year.  There  have  been  over  1,300  indictments  in  HUD,  over  800  convictions 
relating  just  to  home  loans.  And  now  the  Federal  Government  has  become  the 
world's  greatest  slum  landlord. 

We've  got  a  30-percent  or  40-percent  unemployment  rate  among  minority 
young  people.  And  there  has  been  no  concerted  effort  given  to  the  needs  of  those 
who  are  both  poor  and  black,  or  poor  and  who  speak  a  foreign  language.  And 
that's  where  there  has  been  a  great  generation  of  despair  and  ill-health  and  lack 
of  education  and  lack  of  purposefulness  and  a  lack  of  hope  for  the  future. 

But  it  doesn't  take  just  a  quiet,  dormant,  minimum  enforcement  of  the  law. 
It  requires  an  aggressive  searching  out  and  reaching  out  to  help  people  who 
especially  need  it.  And  that's  been  lacking  in  the  last  8  years. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Kraft,  to  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Governor  Carter,  in  the  nearly  200-year  history  of  the  Constitution, 
there  have  been  only,  I  think  it  is,  25  amendments,  most  of  them  on  issues  of  the 
very  broadest  principle.  Now  we  have  proposed  amendments  in  many  highly 
specialized  causes  like  gun  control,  school  busing,  balanced  budget,  school 
prayer,  abortion,  things  like  that.  Do  you  think  it's  appropriate  to  the  dignity 
of  the  Constitution  to  tack  on  amendments  in  a  wholesale  fashion,  and  which 
of  the  ones  I  listed — that  is,  balanced  budget,  school  busing,  school  prayer, 
abortion,  gun  control — which  of  those  would  you  really  work  hard  to  support 
if  you  were  President  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  I  would  not  work  hard  to  support  any  of  those.  We  have  always 
had,  I  think,  a  lot  of  constitutional  amendments  proposed  but  the  passage  of 
them  has  been  fairly  slow  and  few  and  far  between.  In  the  200-year  history, 
there  has  been  a  very  cautious  approach  to  this.  Quite  often  we  have  a  transient 
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problem.  I  am  strongly  against  abortion.  I  think  abortion  is  wrong.  I  don't  think 
the  Government  ought  to  do  anything  to  encourage  abortion,  but  I  don't  favor 
a  constitutional  amendment  on  the  subject.  But  short  of  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment, and  within  the  confines  of  a  Supreme  Court  ruling,  I  will  do  everything  I 
can  to  minimize  the  need  for  abortions  with  better  sex  education,  family  plan- 
ning, with  better  adoptive  procedures.  I  personally  don't  believe  that  the  Federal 
Government  ought  to  finance  abortions,  but  I  draw  the  line  and  don't  support 
a  constitutional  amendment.  However,  I  honor  the  right  of  people  to  seek  the 
constitutional  amendments  on  school  busing,  on  prayer  in  the  schools,  and  on 
abortion,  but  among  those  you  named,  I  won't  actively  work  for  the  passage  of 
any  of  them. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  your  response,  please. 

The  President.  I  support  the  Republican  platform  which  calls  for  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  that  would  outlaw  abortions.  I  favor  the  particular  constitu- 
tional amendment  that  would  turn  over  to  the  States  the  individual  right  of  the 
voters  in  those  States  the  chance  to  make  a  decision  by  public  referendum.  I 
call  that  the  peoples'  amendment.  I  think  if  you  really  believe  that  the  people  of 
a  State  ought  to  make  a  decision  on  a  matter  of  this  kind,  that  we  ought  to 
have  a  Federal  constitutional  amendment  that  would  permit  each  one  of  the  50 
States  to  make  the  choice. 

I  think  this  is  a  reasonable  and  proper  way  to  proceed.  I  believe  also  that 
there  is  some  merit  to  an  amendment  that  Senator  Everett  Dirksen  proposed  very 
frequently,  an  amendment  that  would  change  the  Court  decision  as  far  as  vol- 
untary prayer  in  public  schools.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  should  be  an  oppor- 
tunity, as  long  as  it's  voluntary,  as  long  as  there  is  no  compulsion  whatsoever, 
that  an  individual  ought  to  have  that  right. 

So,  in  those  two  cases  I  think  such  a  constitutional  amendment  would  be 
proper.  And  I  really  don't  think  in  either  case  they  are  trivial  matters.  I  think 
they  are  matters  of  very  deep  conviction  as  far  as  many,  many  people  in  this 
country  believe,  and  therefore  they  shouldn't  be  treated  lightly,  but  they  are 
matters  that  are  important.  And  in  those  two  cases  I  would  favor  them. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Maynard,  to  President  Ford. 

Mr.  Maynard.  Mr.  President,  twice  you  have  been  the  intended  victim  of 
would-be  assassins  using  handguns,  yet  you  remain  a  steadfast  opponent  of 
substantive  handgun  control.  There  are  now  some  40  million  handguns  in  this 
country,  going  up  at  the  rate  of  2.5  million  a  year,  and  tragically  those  hand- 
guns are  frequently  purchased  for  self-protection  and  wind  up  being  used  against 
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a  relative  or  a  friend.  In  light  of  that,  why  do  you  remain  so  adamant  in  your 
opposition  to  substantive  gun  control  in  this  country  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Maynard,  the  record  of  gun  control,  whether  it's  in  one 
city  or  another  or  in  some  States  does  not  show  that  the  registration  of  a  gun, 
handgun,  or  the  registration  of  the  gun  owner  has  in  any  way  whatsoever  de- 
creased the  crime  rate  or  the  use  of  that  gun  in  the  committing  of  a  crime.  The 
record  just  doesn't  prove  that  such  legislation  or  action  by  a  local  city  council 
is  effective. 

What  we  have  to  do — and  this  is  the  crux  of  the  matter — is  to  make  it  very, 
very  difficult  for  a  person  who  uses  a  gun  in  the  commission  of  a  crime  to  stay 
out  of  jail.  If  we  make  the  use  of  a  gun  in  the  commission  of  a  crime  a  serious 
criminal  offense  and  that  person  is  prosecuted,  then  in  my  opinion  we  are  going 
after  the  person  who  uses  the  gun  for  the  wrong  reason.  I  don't  believe  in  the 
registration  of  handguns  or  the  registration  of  the  handgun  owner.  That  has 
not  proven  to  be  effective.  And,  therefore,  I  think  the  better  way  is  to  go  after 
the  criminal,  the  individual  who  commits  a  crime  in  the  possession  of  a  gun 
and  uses  that  gun  for  a  part  of  his  criminal  activity. 

Those  are  the  people  who  ought  to  be  in  jail.  And  the  only  way  to  do  it  is 
to  pass  strong  legislation  so  that  once  apprehended,  indicted,  convicted,  they 
will  be  in  jail  and  off  the  streets  and  not  using  guns  in  the  commission  of  a 
crime. 

Mr.  Maynard.  But,  Mr.  President,  don't  you  think  that  the  proliferation  of 
the  availability  of  handguns  contributes  to  the  possibility  of  those  crimes  being 
committed  ?  And  there  is  a  second  part  to  my  followup.  Very  quickly,  there 
are,  as  you  know  and  as  you've  said,  jurisdictions  around  the  country  with 
strong  gun  control  laws.  The  police  officials  in  those  cities  contend  that  if  there 
were  a  national  law  to  prevent  other  jurisdictions  from  providing  the  weapons 
that  then  come  into  places  like  New  York,  that  they  might  have  a  better 
handle  on  the  problem.  Have  you  considered  that  in  your  analysis  of  the  hand- 
gun proliferation  problem  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  I  have,  and  the  individuals  with  whom  I  have  consulted 
have  not  convinced  me  that  a  national  registration  of  handguns  or  handgun 
owners  will  solve  the  problem  you  are  talking  about.  The  person  who  wants  to 
use  a  gun  for  an  illegal  purpose  can  get  it  whether  it's  registered  or  outlawed — 
they  will  be  obtained — and  they  are  the  people  who  ought  to  go  behind  bars. 
You  should  not,  in  the  process,  penalize  the  legitimate  handgun  owner.  And 
when  you  go  through  the  process  of  registration,  you,  in  effect,  are  penalizing 
that  individual  who  uses  his  gun  for  a  very  legitimate  purpose. 
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The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  I  think  it's  accurate  to  say  that  Mr.  Ford's  position  on  gun  con- 
trol has  changed.  Earlier,  Mr.  Levi,  his  Attorney  General,  put  forward  a  gun 
control  proposal  v^hich  Mr.  Ford  later,  I  believe,  espoused  that  called  for  the  pro- 
hibition against  the  sale  of  the  so-called  "Saturday  night  specials."  It  w^ould 
have  put  very  strict  control  over  who  owned  a  handgun. 

I  have  been  a  hunter  all  my  life  and  happen  to  own  both  shotguns,  rifles,  and 
a  handgun.  And  the  only  purpose  that  I  would  see  in  registering  handguns  and 
not  long  guns  of  any  kind  would  be  to  prohibit  the  ownership  of  those  guns  by 
those  who  have  used  them  in  the  commission  of  a  crime  or  who  have  been 
proven  to  be  mentally  incompetent  to  own  a  gun.  I  believe  that  limited  approach 
to  the  question  would  be  advisable,  and  I  think  adequate,  but  that's  as  far  as  I 
would  go  with  it. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Nelson,  to  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Nelson.  Governor,  you've  said  the  Supreme  Court  today  is,  as  you  put  it, 
moving  back  in  the  proper  direction  in  rulings  that  have  limited  the  rights  of 
criminal  defendants,  and  you've  compared  the  present  Supreme  Court  under 
Chief  Justice  Burger  very  favorably  with  the  more  liberal  Court  that  we  had 
under  Chief  Justice  Warren.  So,  exactly  what  are  you  getting  at,  and  can  you 
elaborate  on  the  kind  of  Court  you  think  this  country  should  have?  And  can 
you  tell  us  the  kind  of  qualifications  and  philosophy  you  would  look  for  as 
President  in  making  Supreme  Court  appointments  ? 

Mr.  Carter.  While  I  was  Governor  of  Georgia,  although  I  am  not  a  lawyer, 
we  had  complete  reform  of  the  Georgia  court  system.  We  streamlined  the  struc- 
ture of  the  courts,  put  in  administrative  offices,  put  a  unified  court  system  in, 
and  required  that  all  severe  sentences  be  reviewed  for  uniformity;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  put  forward  a  proposal  that  was  adopted  and  used  throughout  my 
own  term  of  office — selection  of  all  judges  and  district  attorneys,  prosecuting 
attorneys,  on  the  basis  of  merit. 

Every  time  I  had  a  vacancy  on  the  Georgia  Supreme  Court— and  I  filled  five 
of  those  vacancies  out  of  seven  total,  and  about  half  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
judges,  about  35  percent  of  the  trial  judges — I  was  given  from  an  objective  panel 
the  five  most  highly  qualified  persons  in  Georgia,  and  from  those  five  I  always 
chose  the  first  or  second  one.  So,  merit  selection  of  judges  is  the  most  important 
single  criterion.  And  I  would  institute  the  same  kind  of  procedure  as  President, 
not  only  in  judicial  appointments  but  also  in  diplomatic  appointments. 

Secondly,  I  think  that  the  Burger  Court  has  fairly  well  confirmed  the  major 
and  most  far-reaching  and  most  controversial  decisions  of  the  Warren  Court. 
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tivil  rights  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Burger  Court.  It  hasn't  been  reversed. 
And  I  don't  think  there  is  any  incHnation  to  reverse  those  basic  decisions — of 
the  one  inan-one  vote  rule,  w^hich  is  a  very  important  one  that  struck  down  the 
unv^arranted  influence  in  the  legislature  of  sparsely  populated  areas  of  the  States. 
The  right  of  indigent  or  very  poor  accused  persons  to  legal  counsel — I  think  the 
Burger  Court  has  confirmed  that  basic  and  very  controversial  decision  of  the 
Warren  Court.  Also,  the  protection  of  an  arrested  person  against  uhv^arranted 
persecution  in  trying  to  get  a  false  confession. 

But  now,  I  think  there  have  been  a  couple  of  instances  w^here  the  Burger  Court 
has  made  technical  rulings  w^here  an  obviously  guilty  person  was  later  found  to 
be  guilty.  And  I  think  that  in  that  case  some  of  the  more  liberal  members  of  the 
so-called  Warren  Court  agreed  with  those  decisions. 

But  the  only  thing  that  I  have  pointed  out  was  what  I've  just  said,  and  that 
there  was  a  need  to  clarify  the  technicalities  so  that  you  couldn't  be  forced  to 
release  a  person  who  is  obviously  guilty  just  because  of  a  small  technicality  in  the 
law.  And  that's  a  reversal  of  position  by  the  Burger  Court  with  which  1  do  agree. 

Mr.  Nelson.  Governor,  I  don't  JDelieve  you  answered  my  question,  though, 
about  the  kinds  of  people  you  would  be  looking  for  for  the  Court,  the  type  of 
philosophy  you  would  be  looking  for  if  you  were  making  appointments  to  the 
Supreme  Court  as  President. 

Mr.  Carter.  Okay,  I  thought  I  answered  it  by  saying  that  it  would  be  on  the 
basis  of  merit.  Once  the  search  and  analysis  procedure  had  been  completed,  and 
once  I  am  given  a  list  of  the  5  or  7  or  10  best  qualified  persons  in  the  country, 
I  would  make  a  selection  from  among  those  persons.  If  the  list  was  in  my  opin- 
ion fairly  uniform,  if  there  was  no  outstanding  person,  then  I  would  undoubt- 
edly choose  someone  who  would  most  accurately  reflect  my  own  basic  political 
philosophy,  as  best  as  I  could  determine  it,  which  would  be  to  continue  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  under  the  last  two  Courts — the  Warren  Court  and 
the  Burger  Court. 

I  would  also  like  to  completely  revise  our  criminal  justice  system  to  do  some 
of  the  things  at  the  Federal  level  and  court  reform  that  I  just  described,  as  has 
been  done  in  Georgia  and  other  States.  And  I  would  like  to  appoint  people  who 
would  be  interested  in  helping  with  that.  I  know  Chief  Justice  Burger  is.  He 
hasn't  had  help  yet  from  the  administration  and  from  the  Congress  to  carry 
this  out. 

The  emphasis,  I  think,  of  the  court  system  should  be  to  interpret  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws  equally  between  property  protection  and  personal  protec- 
tion. But  when  there  is  a  very  narrow  decision — which  quite  often  is  one  that 
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reaches  the  Supreme  Court— I  think  the  choice  should  be  with  human  rights, 
and  that  would  be  another  factor  that  I  would  follow. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford. 

The  President.  I  think  the  answer  as  to  the  kind  of  person  that  I  would  select 
is  obvious.  I  had  one  opportunity  to  nominate  an  individual  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  I  selected  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  judge  from  Illinois,  John 
Paul  Stevens.  I  selected  him  because  of  his  outstanding  record  as  a  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  judge.  And  I  was  very  pleased  that  an  overwhelmingly  Democratic 
United  States  Senate,  after  going  into  his  background,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  was  fit  and  should  serve,  and  the  vote  in  his  behalf  was  overwhelming. 

So,  I  would  say  somebody  in  the  format  of  Justice  Stevens  would  be  the  kind 
of  an  individual  that  I  would  select  in  the  future,  as  I  did  him  in  the  past. 

I  believe,  however,  a  comment  ought  to  be  made  about  the  direction  of  the 
Burger  Court  vis-a-vis  the  Court  that  preceded  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Mi- 
randa case  was  a  case  that  really  made  it  very,  very  difficult  for  the  police,  the 
law  enforcement  people  in  this  country,  to  do  what  they  could  to  make  certain 
that  the  victim  of  a  crime  was  protected  and  that  those  that  commit  crimes  were 
properly  handled  and  sent  to  jail.  The  Miranda  case,  the  Burger  Court  is 
gradually  changing.  And  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  there  are  some  steps  being 
made  by  the  Burger  Court  to  modify  the  so-called  Miranda  decision. 

I  might  make  a  correction  of  what  Governor  Carter  said,  speaking  of  gun 
control.  Yes,  it  is  true,  I  believe  that  the  sale  of  Saturday  night  specials  should  be 
cut  out,  but  he  wants  the  registration  of  handguns. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Kraft. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Mr.  President,  the  country  is  now  in  something  that  your  advisers 
call  an  economic  pause.  I  think  to  most  Americans  that  sounds  like  an  antiseptic 
term  for  low  growth,  unemployment,  standstill  at  a  high,  high  level,  decline  in 
take-home  pay,  lower  factory  earnings,  more  layoffs.  Isn't  that  really  a  rotten 
record,  and  doesn't  your  administration  bear  most  of  the  blame  for  it  ? 

The  President.  Well,  Mr.  Kraft,  I  violently  disagree  with  your  assessment, 
and  I  don't  think  the  record  justifies  the  conclusion  that  you  come  to.  Let  me 
talk  about  the  economic  announcements  that  were  made  just  this  past  week. 

Yes,  it  was  announced  that  the  GNP  real  growth  in  the  third  quarter  was 
at  4  percent.  But  do  you  realize  that  over  the  last  10  years  that's  a  higher  figure 
than  the  average  growth  during  the  10-year  period.  Now,  it's  lower  than  the 
9.2-percent  growth  in  the  first  quarter  and  it's  lower  than  the  5-percent  growth 
in  the  second  quarter.  But,  every  economist— liberal,  conservative— that  I  am 
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familiar  with,  recognizes  that  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  this  year  and  in  the 
first  quarter  of  next  year  that  we  will  have  an  increase  in  real  GNP. 

But  now  let's  talk  about  the  pluses  that  came  out  this  week.  We  had  an  18- 
percent  increase  in  housing  starts.  We  had  a  substantial  increase  in  new  permits 
for  housing.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  based  on  the  announcement  this  week,  there 
will  be  at  an  annual  rate,  1  million  800-some  thousand  new  houses  built,  which 
is  a  tremendous  increase  over  last  year  and  a  substantial  increase  over  the  earlier 
part  of  this  year. 

Now,  in  addition,  we  had  some  very  good  news  in  the  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  inflation,  and  inflation  hits  everybody — those  who  are  working  and  those 
who  are  on  welfare.  The  rate  of  inflation,  as  announced  just  the  other  day,  is 
under  5  percent,  and  the  4.4  percent  that  was  indicated  at  the  time  of  the  4 
percent  GNP,  was  less  than  the  5.4  percent.  It  means  that  the  American  buyer 
is  getting  a  better  bargain  today  because  inflation  is  less. 

Mr.  Kraft.  Mr.  President,  let  me  ask  you  this:  There  has  been  an  increase 
in  layoffs,  and  that's  something  that  bothers  everybody  because  even  people 
that  have  a  job  are  afraid  they  are  going  to  be  fired.  Did  you  predict  that 
increase  in  layoffs  ?  Didn't  that  take  you  by  surprise  ?  Hasn't  your  administra- 
tion been  surprised  by  this  pause?  In  fact,  haven't  you  been  so  obsessed  with 
saving  money  that  you  didn't  even  push  the  Government  to  spend  funds  that 
were  allocated? 

The  President.  Mr.  Kraft,  I  think  the  record  can  be  put  in  this  way,  which 
is  the  way  that  I  think  satisfies  most  Americans:  Since  the  depths  of  the  recession, 
we  have  added  4  million  jobs.  Most  importantly,  consumer  confidence,  as  sur- 
veyed by  the  reputable  organization  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  is  at  the 
highest  since  1972. 

In  other  words,  there  is  a  growing  public  confidence  in  the  strength  of  this 
economy.  And  that  means  that  there  will  be  more  industrial  activity;  it  means 
that  there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  unemployment;  it  means  that  there 
will  be  increased  hires;  it  means  that  there  will  be  increased  employment. 

Now,  we've  had  this  pause  but  most  economists,  regardless  of  their  political 
philosophy,  indicate  that  this  pause  for  a  month  or  two  was  healthy  because 
we  could  not  have  honestly  sustained  a  9.2  percent  rate  of  growth,  which  we 
had  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year. 

Now,  I'd  like  to  point  out  as  well  that  the  United  States  economic  recovery 
from  the  recession  of  a  year  ago,  is  well  ahead  of  the  economic  recovery  of  any 
major  free  industrial  nation  in  the  world  today.  We  are  ahead  of  all  of  the 
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Western  European  countries.  We  are  ahead  of  Japan.  The  United  States  is 
leading  the  free  world  out  of  the  recession  that  was  serious  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

We  are  going  to  see  unemployment  going  down^  more  jobs  available,  and 
the  rate  of  inflation  going  down.  And  I  think  this  is  a  record  that  the  American 
people  understand  and  will  appreciate. 

The  Moderator.  Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  with  all  due  respect  to  President  Ford,  I  think  he  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of  making  that  statement  because  we  have  the  highest  unemploy- 
ment rate  now  than  we  had  at  any  time  between  the  Great  Depression,  caused 
by  Herbert  Hoover,  and  the  time  President  Ford  took  office.  We  have  got  7^/2 
million  people  out  of  jobs.  Since  he  has  been  in  office,  lYi  million  more  Ameri- 
can people  have  lost  their  jobs.  In  the  last  4  months  alone,  500,000  Americans 
have  gone  on  the  unemployment  rolls.  In  the  last  month,  we've  had  a  net  loss 
of  163,000  jobs. 

Anybody  who  says  that  the  inflation  rate  is  in  good  shape  now  ought  to  talk 
to  the  housewives.  One  of  the  overwhelming  results  that  I  have  seen  in  places 
is  people  feel  that  you  can't  plan  any  more,  there  is  no  way  to  make  a  prediction 
that  my  family  might  be  able  to  own  a  home  or  to  put  my  kids  through  college. 
Saving  accounts  are  losing  money  instead  of  gaining  money.  Inflation  is 
robbing  us. 

Under  the  present  administrations— Nixon's  and  Ford's— we  have  had  three 
times  the  inflation  rate  that  we  experienced  under  President  Johnson  and 
President  Kennedy.  The  economic  growth  is  less  than  half  today  what  it  was 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  And  housing  starts— he  compares  the  housing 
starts  with  last  year,  I  don't  blame  him  because  in  1975  we  had  fewer  housing 
starts  in  this  country,  fewer  homes  built  than  any  year  since  1940.  That's  35 
years.  And  we've  got  a  35-percent  unemployment  rate  in  many  areas  of  this 
country  among  construction  workers.  And  Mr.  Ford  hasn't  done  anything 
about  it.  And  I  think  this  shows  a  callous  indifference  to  the  families  that  have 
suffered  so  much.  He  has  vetoed  bills  passed  by  Congress  within  the  congres- 
sional budget  guidelines— job  opportunities  for  2  million  Americans.  We  will 
never  have  a  balanced  budget,  we  will  never  meet  the  needs  of  our  people, 
we  will  never  control  the  inflationary  spiral  as  long  as  we  have  7!/^  or  8  million 
people  out  of  work  who  are  looking  for  jobs.  And  we  have  probably  got  2/2 
more  million  people  who  are  not  looking  for  jobs  any  more  because  they've 
given  up  hope.  That  is  a  very  serious  indictment  of  this  administration.  It's 
probably  the  worst  one  of  all. 

The  Moderator.  Mr.  Maynard. 
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Mr.  Maynard.  Governor  Carter,  you  entered  this  race  against  President 
Ford  with  a  20-point  lead  or  better  in  the  polls  and  now  it  appears  that  this 
campaign  is  headed  for  a  photo  finish.  You  have  said  how  difficult  it  is  to  run 
against  a  sitting  President,  but  Mr.  Ford  was  just  as  much  an  incumbent  in 
July  when  you  were  20  points  ahead  as  he  is  now.  Can  you  tell  us  what  caused 
the  evaporation  of  that  lead,  in  your  opinion? 

Mr.  Carter.  Well,  that's  not  exactly  an  accurate  description  of  what  happened. 
When  I  was  that  far  ahead  it  was  immediately  following  the  Democratic  Con- 
vention and  before  the  Republican  Convention.  At  that  time  25  or  30  percent  of 
the  Reagan  supporters  said  that  they  would  not  support  President  Ford,  but  as 
occurred  at  the  end  of  the  Democratic  Convention,  the  Republican  Party  unified 
itself,  and  I  think  immediately  following  the  Republican  Convention  there  was 
about  a  10-point  spread.  I  believe  that  to  be  accurate.  I  had  49  percent;  President 
Ford  had  39  percent. 

The  polls  are  good  indications  of  fluctuations,  but  they  vary  widely  one  from 
another,  and  the  only  poll  Fve  ever  followed  is  the  one  that,  you  know,  is  taken 
on  Election  Day.  I  was  in  30  primaries  in  the  spring  and  at  first  it  was  obvious 
that  I  didn't  have  any  standing  in  the  polls.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  when 
Gallup  ran  their  first  poll  in  December  1975,  they  didn't  even  put  my  name  on 
the  list.  They  had  35  people  on  the  list— my  name  wasn't  even  there.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  I  had  about  2  percent.  So  the  polls,  to  me,  are  interesting, 
but  they  don't  determine  my  hopes  or  my  despair. 

I  campaign  among  people.  I  have  never  depended  on  powerful  political  fig- 
ures to  put  me  in  office.  I  have  a  direct  relationship  with  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  around  the  country  who  actively  campaign  for  me.  In  Georgia  alone, 
for  instance,  I  got  84  percent  of  the  vote,  and  I  think  there  were  14  people  in  addi- 
tion to  myself  on  the  ballot,  and  Governor  Wallace  had  been  very  strong  in 
Georgia.  That  is  an  overwhelming  support  from  my  own  people  who  know  me 
best.  And  today  we  have  about  500  Georgians  at  their  own  expense,  just  working 
people  who  believe  in  me,  spread  around  the  country  involved  in  the  political 
campaign. 

So  the  polls  are  interesting,  but  I  don't  know  how  to  explain  the  fluctuations. 
I  think  a  lot  of  it  depends  on  current  events — sometimes  foreign  affairs,  some- 
times domestic  affairs.  But  I  think  our  core  of  support  among  those  who  are 
crucial  to  the  election  has  been  fairly  steady.  And  my  success  in  the  primary 
season  was,  I  think,  notable  for  a  newcomer,  from  someone  who's  outside  of 
Washington,  who  never  has  been  a  part  of  the  Washington  establishment.  And 
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I  think  that  we  will  have  a  good  result  on  November  2  for  myself  and  I  hope 
for  the  country. 

The  Moderator.  President  Ford,  your  response. 

The  President.  I  think  the  increase  in  the  prospects  as  far  as  I  am  concerned 
and  the  less  favorable  prospects  for  Governor  Carter  reflect  that  Governor 
Carter  is  inconsistent  in  many  of  the  positions  that  he  takes.  He  tends  to  distort 
on  a  number  of  occasions.  Just  a  moment  ago,  for  example,  he  was  indicating 
that  in  the  1950's,  for  example,  unemployment  was  very  low.  He  fails  to  point 
out  that  in  the  1950's  we  were  engaged  in  the  war  in  Vietnam — I  mean  in  Korea. 
We  had  3,500,000  young  men  in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines.  That's 
not  the  way  to  end  unemployment  or  to  reduce  unemployment 

At  the  present  time,  we  are  at  peace.  We  have  reduced  the  number  of  people  in 
the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  from  3,500,000  to  2,100,000.  We  are  not 
at  war.  We  have  reduced  the  military  manpower  by  1,400,000.  If  we  had  that 
many  more  people  in  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines,  our  unem- 
ployment figure  would  be  considerably  less. 

But  this  administration  doesn't  believe  the  way  to  reduce  unemployment  is  to 
go  to  war  or  to  increase  the  number  of  people  in  the  military.  So,  you  cannot 
compare  unemployment,  as  you  sought  to,  at  the  present  time,  with  the  1950's, 
because  the  then  administration  had  people  in  the  military.  They  were  at  war. 
They  were  fighting  overseas.  And  this  administration  has  reduced  the  size  of 
the  military  by  1,400,000.  They  are  in  the  civilian  labor  market,  and  they  are  not 
fighting  anywhere  around  the  world  today. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you,  gentlemen. 

This  will  complete  our  questioning  for  this  debate.  We  don't  have  time  for 
more  questions  and  full  answers.  So,  now  each  candidate  will  be  allowed  up  to  4 
minutes  for  a  closing  statement.  And,  at  the  original  coin  toss  in  Philadelphia 
a  month  ago,  it  was  determined  that  President  Ford  would  make  the  first  closing 
statement  tonight. 

President  Ford. 

The  President.  For  25  years,  I  served  in  the  Congress  under  five  Presidents. 
I  saw  them  work,  I  saw  them  make  very  hard  decisions.  I  didn't  always  agree 
with  their  decisions,  whether  they  were  Democratic  or  Republican  Presidents. 
For  the  last  2  years,  I've  been  the  President,  and  I  have  found  from  experience 
that  it's  much  more  difficult  to  make  those  decisions  than  it  is  to  second  guess 
them. 

I  became  President  at  the  time  that  the  United  States  was  in  a  very  troubled 
time.  We  had  inflation  of  over  12  percent;  we  were  on  the  brink  of  the  worst 
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recession  in  the  last  40  years;  we  were  still  deeply  involved  in  the  problems  of 
Vietnam;  the  American  people  had  lost  faith  and  trust  and  confidence  in  the 
Presidency  itself.  That  situation  called  for  me  to  first  put  the  United  States  on  a 
steady  course  and  to  keep  our  keel  well-balanced,  because  we  had  to  face  the  diffi- 
cult problems  that  had  all  of  a  sudden  hit  America. 

I  think  most  people  know  that  I  did  not  seek  the  Presidency,  but  I  am  asking 
for  your  help  and  assistance  to  be  President  for  the  next  4  years.  During  this 
campaign,  we've  seen  a  lot  of  television  shows,  a  lot  of  bumper  stickers,  and  a 
great  many  slogans  of  one  kind  or  another,  but  those  are  not  the  things  that 
count.  What  counts  is  that  the  United  States  celebrated  its  200th  birthday  on 
July  4.  As  a  result  of  that  wonderful  experience  all  over  the  United  States,  there  is 
a  new  spirit  in  America.  The  American  people  are  healed,  are  working  together. 
The  American  people  are  moving  again  and  moving  in  the  right  direction. 

We  have  cut  inflation  by  better  than  half.  We  have  come  out  of  the  reces- 
sion, and  we  are  well  on  the  road  to  real  prosperity  in  this  country  again.  There 
has  been  a  restoration  of  faith  and  confidence  and  trust  in  the  Presidency  be- 
cause I've  been  open,  candid,  and  forthright.  I  have  never  promised  more  than 
I  could  produce  and  I  have  produced  everything  that  I  promised.  We  are  at 
peace — not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil 
tonight.  We  have  peace  with  freedom. 

I've  been  proud  to  be  President  of  the  United  States  during  these  very 
troubled  times.  I  love  America  just  as  all  of  you  love  America.  It  would  be  the 
highest  honor  for  me  to  have  your  support  on  November  2  and  for  you  to  say, 
"Jerry  Ford,  you've  done  a  good  job;  keep  on  doing  it." 

Thank  you,  and  good  night. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you,  President  Ford. 

Governor  Carter. 

Mr.  Carter.  The  major  purpose  of  an  election  for  President  is  to  choose  a 
leader,  someone  who  can  analyze  the  depths  of  feeling  in  our  country,  to  set  a 
standard  for  our  people  to  follow,  to  inspire  people  to  reach  for  greatness,  to 
correct  our  defects,  to  answer  difficulties,  to  bind  ourselves  together  in  a  spirit 
of  unity. 

I  don't  believe  the  present  administration  has  done  that.  We  have  been  dis- 
couraged and  we've  been  alienated,  sometimes  we've  been  embarrassed,  some- 
times we've  been  ashamed.  Our  people  are  out  of  work,  and  there  is  a  sense  of 
withdrawal. 

But  our  country  is  innately  very  strong.  Mr.  Ford  is  a  good  and  decent  man, 
but  he  has  been  in  office  now  more  than  800  days,  approaching  almost  as  long 
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as  John  Kennedy  was  in  office.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  American  people  what 
has  been  accomplished.  A  lot  remains  to  be  done. 

My  own  background  is  different  from  his.  I  was  a  school  board  member  and 
a  library  board  rnember,  I  served  on  a  hospital  authority,  and  I  was  in  the  State 
senate,  and  I  was  Governor  and  I  am  an  engineer,  a  naval  officer,  a  farmer,  a 
businessman.  I  believe  we  require  someone  who  can  work  harmoniously  with 
the  Congress  and  can  work  closely  with  the  people  of  this  country,  and  who 
can  bring  a  new  image  and  a  new  spirit  to  Washington. 

Our  tax  structure  is  a  disgrace  and  needs  to  be  reformed.  I  was  Governor  of 
Georgia  for  4  years.  We  never  increased  sales  taxes  or  income  tax  or  property 
taxes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  year  before  we  went  out  of  office  we  gave  a  $50 
million  refund  to  the  property  taxpayers  of  Georgia. 

We  spend  $600  per  person  in  this  country — every  man,  woman,  and  child — 
for  health  care.  We  still  rank  15th  among  all  of  the  nations  in  the  world  in  in- 
fant mortality,  and  our  cancer  rate  is  higher  than  any  country  in  the  world.  We 
don't  have  good  health  care.  We  could  have  it. 

Employment  ought  to  be  restored  to  our  people.  We  have  become  almost  a 
welfare  state.  We  spend  now  700  percent  more  on  unemployment  compensa- 
tion than  we  did  8  years  ago  when  the  Republicans  took  over  the  White  House. 
Our  people  want  to  go  back  to  work.  Our  education  system  can  be  improved. 
Secrecy  ought  to  be  stripped  away  from  government,  and  a  maximum  of  per- 
sonal privacy  ought  to  be  maintained.  Our  housing  programs  have  gone  bad. 
It  used  to  be  that  the  average  family  could  own  a  house,  but  now  less  than  a 
third  of  our  people  can  afford  to  buy  their  own  homes, 

The  budget  was  more  grossly  out  of  balance  last  year  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  our  country — $65  billion — primarily  because  our  people  are  not  at 
work.  Inflation  is  robbing  us,  as  we've  already  discussed,  and  the  Government 
bureaucracy  is  just  a  horrible  mess. 

This  doesn't  have  to  be.  I  don't  know  all  of  the  answers.  Nobody  could.  But 
I  do  know  that  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  said,  "I  believe  our  Nation  is 
greater  than  what  we  are  now,"  I  believe  that  if  we  are  inspired,  if  we  can 
achieve  a  degree  of  unity,  if  we  can  set  our  goals  high  enough  and  work  toward 
recognized  goals  with  industry  and  labor  and  agriculture  along  with  Govern- 
ment at  all  levels,  we  can  achieve  great  things. 

We  might  have  to  do  it  slowly.  There  are  no  magic  answers  to  it,  but  I  be- 
lieve together  we  can  make  great  progress,  we  can  correct  our  difficult  mis- 
takes and  answer  those  very  tough  questions. 
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I  believe  in  the  greatness  of  our  country,  and  I  believe  the  American  people 
are  ready  for  a  change  in  Washington.  We  have  been  drifting  too  long.  We 
have  been  dorniant  too  long.  We  have  been  discouraged  too  long.  And  v^e  have 
not  set  an  example  for  our  ow^n  people,  but  I  believe  that  w^e  can  nov^  establish 
in  the  White  House  a  good  relationship  with  Congress,  a  good  relationship  With. 
our  people,  set  very  high  goals  for  our  country,  and  with  inspiration  and  hard 
work  we  can  achieve  great  things  and  let  the  world  know — that's  very  im- 
portant, but  more  importantly,  let  the  people  in  our  own  country  realize — that 
we  still  live  in  the  greatest  Nation  on  Earth. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

The  Moderator.  Thank  you.  Governor  Carter,  and  thank  you,  President 
Ford.  I  also  would  like  to  thank  the  audience  and  my  three  colleagues — Mr. 
Kraft,  Mr.  Maynard,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  who  have  been  our  questioners. 

This  debate  has,  of  course,  been  seen  by  millions  of  Americans,  and  in  addi- 
tion tonight  is  being  broadcast  to  113  nations  throughout  the  world. 

This  concludes  the  1976  Presidential  debates,  a  truly  remarkable  exercise  in 
democracy,  for  this  is  the  first  time  in  16  years  that  the  Presidential  candidates 
have  debated.  It  is  the  first  time  ever  that  an  incumbent  President  has  debated  his 
challenger,  and  the  debate  included  the  first  between  the  two  Vice-Presidential 
candidates. 

President  Ford  and  Governor  Carter,  we  not  only  want  to  thank  you  but  we 
commend  you  for  agreeing  to  come  together  to  discuss  the  issues  before  the 
American  people. 

And  our  special  thanks  to  the  League  of  Women  Voters  for  making  these 
events  possible.  In  sponsoring  these  events,  the  League  of  Women  Voters  Educa- 
tion Fund  has  tried  to  provide  you  with  the  information  that  you  will  need 
to  choose  wisely. 

The  election  is  now  only  ll  days  off.  The  candidates  have  participated  in  pre- 
senting their  views  in  three  90-minute  debates,  and  now  it's  up  to  the  voters,  and 
now  it  is  up  to  you  to  participate.  The  League  urges  all  registered  voters  to  vote 
on  November  2  for  the  candidate  of  your  choice. 

And  now,  from  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Memorial  Hall  on  the  campus  of  the  College 
of  William  and  Mary,  this  is  Barbara  Walters  wishing  you  all  a  good  evening. 

note:  The  debate  began  at  9:30  p.m.  at  the  Phi  Beta       of  William  and  Mary  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia.  It 
Kappa  Memorial  Hall  on  the  campus  of  the  College       was  broadcast  live  on  radio  and  television. 
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Remarks  in  Richmond,  Virginia.     October  23,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Governor  Godv^in.  It  is  a  very  high  honor  and 
a  very  great  privilege  for  me  to  be  in  this  great  State  capital  and  have  the  kind 
and  very  generous  observations  and  compliments  by  your  great  Governor, 
Mills  Godwin. 

May  I  say  it's  a  pleasure,  also,  to  be  on  the  platform  v^ith  Congressman  Ken 
Robinson,  Lieutenant  Governor  Dalton,  and  my  old  and  very  dear  friend — v^ho 
I  served  v^ith  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  many,  many  years — ^former 
Governor  Tuck. 

Distinguished  officials,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  At  Kansas  City,  I  said  that  I 
w^ould  not  concede  a  single  State,  I  v^ould  not  concede  a  single  vote;  that  I  would 
campaign  from  the  snowy  banks  of  Minnesota  to  the  sandy  plains  of  Georgia. 
I've  kept  that  pledge — just  today,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
ending  up  in  California.  So,  let  me  say  without  any  hesitation  or  reservation,  we 
are  going  to  see  as  many  people  as  we  can  to  keep  that  pledge  that  I  would  not 
concede  a  single  vote  or  a  single  State. 

I  had,  last  night,  one  of  the  greatest  honors — to  spend  the  night  with  Gover- 
nor Mills  Godwin  and  his  lovely  wife,  Catherine.  Back  in  the  days  when  Gov- 
ernor Godwin  was  a  Democratic  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
I  envied  him,  I  respected  him,  and  I  had  a  long  hope  that  some  day  we  could 
be  together.  And  let  me  say  very,  very  strongly  that  Governor  Mills  Godwin 
is  one  of  the  giants  of  American  politics,  and  we  are  proud  of  him. 

But  I'm  also  proud  to  say  that  Virginia  is  the  second  home  of  the  Ford 
family.  We  lived  in  Alexandria  for  some  25  years  before  we  moved  into  the 
White  House.  In  fact,  for  the  first  few  days  after  taking  the  oath  of  office  on 
August  9, 1974,  we  lived  in  our  home  in  Alexandria  and  actually  commuted  to 
the  White  House  and  to  the  Oval  Office.  So  one  could  honestly  say,  for  a 
limited  period  of  time,  Virginia  was  the  White  House  for  the  United  States. 

Our  four  children  went  to  the  public  schools  in  Alexandria.  I  paid  taxes  in 
the  State  of  Virginia.  I  even  belong  to  the  Friendship  Veterans  Fire  Engine 
Company  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  thanks  to  my  good  friend  Marshall  Beverley 
of  Alexandria.  [Laughter] 

Yes,  the  Commonwealth  is  widely  known,  and  properly  so,  as  the  Mother  of 
Presidents,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  an  adopted  son.  Our  Bicentennial  celebra- 
tion vividly  reminds  us  of  the  native  sons  and  daughters  of  Virginia  who  have 
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written  glorious  chapters  in  the  history  of  this  great  country.  Their  names  are 
American  legends — George  and  Martha  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  Patrick  Henry,  George  Mason,  William  Henry  Harrison,  Zachary 
Taylor,  John  Tyler,  Woodrow  Wilson,  John  Marshall,  Robert  E.  Lee,  Harry 
Byrd,  Senior,  and  now  Harry  Byrd,  Junior. 

In  this  campaign,  you  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited 
government,  for  fiscal  responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for 
military  strength,  and  for  peace  in  the  world.  I  stand  for  your  principles.  Can 
I  count  on  your  support  November  2  ? 

After  so  many  years  of  war,  America  is  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace  with 
freedom.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  and  dying  today  on  any 
foreign  battlefield,  and  I  intend  to  keep  it  that  way.  Not  a  single  American 
wife  or  sweetheart,  mother  or  father,  is  wondering  whether  their  loved  ones 
will  be  a  wartime  casualty  tomorrow,  and  I  intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many  years  in  which  America's  defensive  needs  were  shortchanged, 
I  proposed  in  1975  and  again  in  1976,  the  two  largest  defense  outlays  in 
America's  history  and  convinced  the  Congress  to  stop  slashing  away  at  our 
military  spending  and  our  defense  capability. 

After  many,  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  the  Federal  budget,  I  sub- 
mitted a  budget  for  fiscal  year  1977  which  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal 
spending  in  half.  I  have  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  64  vetoes 
and  saved  the  hard-pressed  taxpayers  $9  billion.  Because  I  have  not  been  afraid 
to  say  no  to  excessive  spending,  vv^e  will  submit  a  balanced  Federal  budget  by 
1978,  and  we'll  have  another  tax  cut  in  the  meantime  for  the  hard-pressed 
American  taxpayer. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  has  a  well-deserved  reputation  for  financial 
integrity,  and  I  will  do  my  very  best  in  the  next  4  years  to  see  that  your  Federal 
Government  matches  that  reputation  you've  so  well  earned  under  Governor 
Mills  Godwin. 

After  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  we've  cut  inflation  in  half, 
and  we'll  do  even  better  in  the  future,  because  you  know,  as  I  know,  that  infla- 
tion is  the  crudest  tax  of  all.  It  hits  all  segments  of  our  population,  but  particu- 
larly those  who  live  on  fixed  incomes. 

Now,  after  the  worst  recession  in  this  country  in  the  last  40  years,  we  have 
added  4  million  new  jobs  to  the  American  economy — not  by  creating  dead- 
end jobs  at  the  taxpayer's  expense,  but  by  stimulating  jobs  with  a  future  in  the 
private  economy,  where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  in  America  exist  today.  Still,  too 
many  people  are  out  of  work;  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  progress  that  we 
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have  made.  But  more  Americans  were  working  in  1976  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  nearly  88  milHon,  and  that's  a  tremendous  comeback 
from  where  we  were  just  18  months  ago. 

After  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had 
its  faith  restored  in  the  White  House.  My  administration  has  been  open,  candid, 
forthright,  and  we  will  keep  it  that  way  during  the  next  4  years.  As  I  told  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Norfolk  earlier  this  year,  I  firmly  believe  that 
private  morality  and  public  service  can  and  must  go  hand-in-hand,  and  it  will 
under  a  Ford  administration. 

This  is  only  a  part  of  my  administration's  record  over  the  past  2  years.  We 
inherited  a  great  many  difficulties,  as  I  said  in  the  debate  last  night.  But  I  was 
honored  to  come  and  to  try  and  serve  you  during  this  very  troublesome  period 
in  American  history. 

I  have  outlined  some  of  the  things  we've  done,  but  let  me  quickly  tick  off 
some  of  the  other  things  I  think  are  accomplishments.  Farm  exports  and  farm 
income  are  at  an  alltime  high.  A  major  effort  is  already  underway  to  cut  redtape 
in  the  Federal  bureaucracy.  We  are  working  for  peace  and  justice  in  the  Middle 
East  and  throughout  the  world. 

In  every  field,  America  is  on  the  move.  We've  made  an  incredible  come- 
back in  the  past  2  years,  and  I  promise  you,  we're  not  through  yet. 

You  can  believe  me  when  I  say  America  is  strong,  and  we'll  keep  it  strong, 
because  the  American  people  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  for  that  kind  of  na- 
tional security.  You  can  believe  me  when  I  say  this  Nation  is  sound,  this  Nation 
is  secure,  this  Nation  is  on  the  way  to  a  better  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans. 

And  this  administration  has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people.  My 
record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises.  It's  a 
record  I'm  proud  to  run  on,  a  record  the  people  of  Virginia  and  the  concerned 
citizens  throughout  this  country — Democrats,  Independents,  and  Republicans — 
will  support  on  November  2. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  reduce  the  growth  of  government  still 
more. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social  security 
system.  We  will  improve  Medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the  health 
and  happiness  that  they  have  earned.  There  is  no  reason  they  should  go  broke 
just  to  get  well. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  make  sure  that  this  rich  Nation  does  not 
neglect  its  citizens  who  are  less  fortunate  than  we,  but  provides  for  their  needs 
with  compassion  and  with  dignity. 
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Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all,  that 
will  preserve  the  family  home,  the  family  business,  the  family  farm,  and  give 
our  industry  an  opportunity  through  tax  incentives  to  provide  jobs  by  mod- 
ernization, building  new  factories,  competing  abroad,  so  that  America's  economy 
will  be  healthy  and  strong  for  the  betterment  of  all. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  expand  the  recreational  opportunities 
and  restore  the  healthy  environment  of  this  great  country  as  our  legacy  to  future 
generations. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on  the  path  of  peace 
through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  America.  The  future  to  all  of  us  is  a 
friend.  And  as  we  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more  what  I  promised 
you  before — to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me  to  see 
the  right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America. 

God  helping  me,  I  will  not  let  you  down. 

note:  The  President  spoke   at  9:40   a.m,   on  the       WilUam  M.  Tuck,  Governor  of  Virginia   1946-50 
State  Capitol  grounds.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he       and  U.S.  Representative  from  Virginia  1953-69. 
referred  to  Lt.  Gov.  John  N.  Dalton  of  Virginia  and 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Holshouser,  Liddy  Dole,  Dave  Flaherty, 
distinguished  officials,  and  guests: 

It's  great  to  get  together  with  one  of  my  family  again,  our  third  son,  Steve 
Ford. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  fact  that  an  old  and  very 
dear  friend  of  mine.  Congressman  Jim  Broyhill,  is  here.  Jim. 

For  many,  many  reasons,  it's  a  great  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  be 
back  here  in  the  Tarheel  State.  And  I  thank  you  for  the  wonderfully  warm  and 
hospitable  welcome. 

In  Kansas  City,  I  promised  not  to  concede  a  single  vote  or  a  single  State,  I 
meant  it.  And  let  me  give  you  where  I've  been  to  prove  the  point.  Some  people 
have  said,  well,  I've  been  spending  my  time  in  the  Rose  Garden.  Some  people 
have  been  saying  I've  been  hiding  out.  Well,  here  is  the  itinerary. 

Today,  I  was  in  Virginia,  now  in  North  Carolina,  later  in  South  Caro- 
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lina;  last  week,  in  Oklahoma,  Texas;  the  week  before,  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  and  Florida.  I  don't  think  that's  hiding  out  in  Washington,  D.C. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  opened  the  State  Fair  in  Texas,  but  Jim  Holshouser 
told  me  if  I  wanted  to  see  a  really  big  fair,  I'd  have  to  come  to  North  Carolina. 
I'm  here,  and  I  love  it.  Thank  you. 

While  I  am  here,  let  me  extend  a  very  special  invitation  to  come  to  Wash- 
ington next  January  for  the  inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole;  or  to  put 
it  another  way,  y'all  come.  [Laughter^ 

In  Kansas  City,  I  knew  I  had  picked  an  outstanding  teammate  or  running 
mate.  Bob  Dole  has  a  superb  record,  not  only  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
but  in  the  United  States  Senate.  But  I  didn't  really  understand  that  I  got  such 
a  big  dividend  when  we  got  Liddy  Dole  with  Bob  Dole,  and  thank  you  very 
much. 

Let  me  express  my  deepest  appreciation  to  your  outstanding  United  States 
Senator  Jesse  Helms,  and  the  two  fine  Congressmen  that  I  know  so  well,  Jim 
Broyhill  and  Jim  Martin.  Lets  add  a  few  more  just  like  them  on  Election  Day. 

Over  the  years,  I've  developed  a  very  close  and  warm  friendship  with  the 
people  of  this  State,  dating  back — I  went  to  law  school  here  one  summer  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  I  spent  a  few  months  in  Chapel  Hill — assigned 
there  by  the  Navy  in  World  War  II.  [Laughter']  My  oldest  son,  Mike,  and  his 
wonderful  wife,  Gayle,  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  and,  of  course,  as  I 
mentioned  earlier,  were  delighted  to  have  that  wonderful  Southern  accent,  that 
beautiful  gal,  Elizabeth  Hanford  Dole,  from  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

But  let  me  talk  very  straight  to  you  for  a  few  minutes.  You  know  where  I 
stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government,  for  fiscal  responsibility,  for 
rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  miUtary  strength,  and  for  peace  in  the 
world.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil 
today,  and  I  intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many  years  in  which  America's  defensive  needs  were  shortchanged, 
I  proposed  the  two  largest  military  budgets  in  America's  history,  and  I  was  able 
to  convince  the  Congress  to  stop  slashing  away  at  military  spending. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  the  Federal  budget,  I  submitted 
a  budget  for  this  fiscal  year  which  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  in 
half.  I  have  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  64  vetoes  and  saved  you, 
the  hard-pressed  taxpayers,  $9  billion.  Because  I've  not  been  afraid  to  say  no 
to  excessive  spending,  we  will  be  able  to  submit  a  balanced  Federal  budget  by 
1978;  and,  in  addition,  we'll  have  another  tax  reduction  for  the  American 
taxpayer,  particularly  the  middle-income  taxpayers  of  this  country. 
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My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  Tm  sure  you  recall  that  I  submitted 
to  the  Congress  a  proposal  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to 
$1,000.  That  is  meaningful  tax  reduction  to  the  long  shortchanged  middle- 
income  taxpayers.  Congress  didn't  pass  it,  but  I  make  a  pledge  to  you:  Fm 
going  to  keep  the  pressure  on  the  next  Congress  until  they  do,  and  if  they  don't, 
they'll  hear  about  it  in  the  next  election. 

After  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  we  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation 
by  better  than  50  percent.  We'll  do  even  better  in  the  future.  After  the  v^orst 
economic  recession  in  40  years,  v^e  have  added  40  million  jobs  to  the  American 
economy  in  the  last  18  months,  not  by  creating  dead  end  jobs  at  the  taxpayer's 
expense;  wt\t  added  these  4  million  jobs  by  stimulating  the  private  econo- 
my, w^here  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  are  in  America  today. 

Too  many  people  are  still  out  of  w^ork.  We  are  not  satisfied  v^ith  the  progress 
v^e've  made,  but  more  Americans  v^ere  on  the  job  in  1976  than  ever  before  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States,  nearly  88  million.  And  that's  a  tremendous 
comeback  from  v^here  we  were  just  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

After  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has 
had  its  faith  restored  in  the  White  House.  My  administration  has  been  open, 
candid,  straightforward,  and  we'll  keep  it  that  way  for  the  next  4  years.  As  I 
told  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Norfolk  earlier  this  year,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  private  morality  and  public  service  can  and  must  go  hand  in  hand. 

I  mentioned  only  a  part  of  the  Ford  administration's  record  in  the  past  2  years, 
but  let  me  add  just  a  few  more.  Farm  exports  and  farm  income  are  at  an  alltime 
high.  A  major  effort  is  already  underway  to  cut  redtape  in  the  Federal  bureauc- 
racy. We  are  working  for  peace  and  justice  in  the  Middle  East  and  throughout 
the  world.  In  every  field,  America  is  on  the  move,  on  the  march. 

We  made  an  incredible  comeback  in  the  past  2  years,  and  we're  not  through 
yet.  You  can  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  that  America  is  strong  and  will  be  kept 
strong,  because  the  American  people  are  willing  to  pay  for  that  kind  of  national 
security. 

You  can  believe  me  when  I  say  this  Nation  is  sound,  this  Nation  is  secure,  this 
Nation  is  on  the  way  to  a  better  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans,  and  this  admin- 
istration has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people  for  the  next  4  years. 

My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises. 
We  don't  need  government  to  do  everything  for  us  or  to  tell  us  everything  we 
can  or  cannot  do. 

We  have  a  great  reservoir  oi  talented  industry  in  this  country,  and  it's  not  all 
concentrated  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  River.  You've  got  it  here  in  North 
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Carolina;  it  exists  all  over  America.  That's  where  the  progress  will  come  as 
we  move  ahead  in  our  third  century  in  the  United  States.  More  often  you  will 
find  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Neuse  River  here  in  Raleigh  or  on  the  beautiful  New 
River  we  helped  to  save  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  western  North 
Carolina,  or  on  the  Outer  Banks  down  east. 

Let  me  say  I  was  deeply  grateful  to  your  great  Governor,  Jim  Holshouser,  for 
listing  some  of  the  things  that  this  administration  has  done  in  working  with  his 
administration.  The  relationship  between  your  Governor  and  myself  is  a  close 
one,  and  I  can  say — ^because  I  know  a  few  Governors  around  the  country — in 
Jim  Holshouser  you've  got  one  of  the  best,  and  you  should  be  proud  of  him. 

Having  spent  as  much  time  as  I  have  during  my  life  in  the  great  Tarheel 
State,  I  think  I  know  something  about  the  way  the  people  in  North  Carolina 
feel.  I  don't  think  you  here  in  North  Carolina  are  ready  to  see  our  free  economy 
bogged  down  with  even  more  rules,  regulations,  redtape,  and  red  ink.  And  I 
hope  you  will  register  your  opinion  loud  and  clear  on  November  2. 

This  great  State  Fair  is  a  good  example  of  what  people  can  do  by  themselves. 
We  have  the  most  productive  farmers  in  the  history  of  mankind.  One  American 
farmer  today  feeds  56  other  people.  The  farmers  of  North  Carolina,  as  Jim 
Holshouser  said,  will  bring  in  their  highest  income  from  their  tobacco  crop  in 
1976.  I  compliment  you  for  it.  We  are  proud  of  that  productivity. 

I  want  to  preserve  the  family  farm  in  North  Carolina,  and  throughout  Amer- 
ica. I've  been  fighting  all  year  to  revise  the  estate  tax  laws  to  ensure  that  you 
won't  have  to  sacrifice  your  farms  just  to  pay  the  Federal  tax  collector. 

I  recommended  this  increase  in  the  personal  exemption  in  the  estate  tax  from 
$60,000  to  a  higher  figure.  The  Congress  finally  passed  it,  and  I  was  pleased  thai 
they  raised,  on  my  recommendation,  the  tax  exemption  from  $60,000  to  some- 
thing like  $175,000  and  stretched  out  the  payments  on  those  estate  taxes.  This 
is  constructive  legislation,  because  the  farnily  farm  means  so  much  to  the  people 
of  North  Carolina  as  well  as  in  the  other  49  States. 

For  those  who  want  to  own  a  home  in  rural  America,  I  am  announcing  today 
that  I  have  directed  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  raise  the  moderate  income 
limit  for  rural  housing  loans  from  $12,900  to  $15,600.  This  change,  coupled  with 
the  recent  increase  in  the  low-income  limit  from  $8,500  to  $10,000,  and  lowering 
the  interest  rate  to  8  percent,  will  greatly  increase  our  ability  to  help  rural  fami- 
lies buy  a  home  of  their  own,  and  a  home  is  the  most  important  factor  in 
building  a  strong  America. 

But  rural  vitality  is  not  all  that  North  Carolina  has  going  for  it.  The  North 
Carolina  Research  Triangle  and  the  other  fine  colleges  and  universities  in  this 
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wonderful  State  have  helped  make  America  the  most  advanced  technological 
and  educational  society  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

Just  this  w^eek,  America  naade  a  clean  sweep  in  the  Nobel  Prizes  for  eco- 
nomics, chemistry,  physics,  medicine,  and  literature.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
history  that  a  single  country  has  been  the  home  of  all  of  these  winners.  I  am 
proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  great  United  States  of  America,  and  you  and  I  can  be 
proud  of  what  has  been  done,  and  we  can  be  proud  of  the  progress  we  are  going 
to  make  in  the  future. 

We  have  our  problems,  but  in  the  last  2  troubled  years  we've  come  a  long, 
long  way.  Our  long  national  nightmare  is  over;  4  million  new  jobs  have  been 
created  in  less  than  2  years;  inflation  cut  more  than  half;  trust  has  been  restored 
ix\  the  White  House;  America  is  at  peace  at  home  as  well  as  abroad;  we  are 
putting  our  old  angers  aside;  we  are  putting  our  old  problems  behind  us  and 
healing  our  wounds. 

It  is  a  record  I  am  proud  to  run  on,  a  record  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
and  concerned  citizens — Democrats,  Independents,  and  Republicans — through- 
out America  will  support  on  November  2.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will 
reduce  the  growth  of  government  still  more.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will 
ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social  security  system.  We  will  improve  Medicare  so 
that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the  health  and  happiness  that  they  have  so 
richly  earned.  There  is  no  reason  that  they  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get 
well. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  make  sure  that  this  rich  and  wonderful 
Nation  does  not  neglect  Its  citizens  who  are  less  fortunate  than  ourselves,  but 
provides  for  their  needs  with  compassion  and  with  dignity.  Give  me  your  man- 
date, and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all,  that  will  preserve  the 
family  home,  the  family  business,  the  family  farm,  and  give  industry  in  Amer- 
ica the  opportunity  to  modernize,  to  expand,  so  that  we  can  create  more  jobs  for 
the  young  who  are  coming  into  the  labor  market. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  expand  the  recreational  opportunities  and 
restore  the  healthy  environment  of  this  great  countty  so  that  we  can  leave  a 
legacy  to  future  generations  of  America.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  I  will  lead 
this  Nation  on  the  paths  of  peace  through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and 
freedom  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  America.  Tha  future  is  our  friend,  and  as  we 
go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more — as  I  have  promised  you  before — 
to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me  to  see  the  right, 
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and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America.  God  helping  me,  I  will  not  let 
you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:17  p.m.  at  the  to  David  T.  Flaherty,  Republican  gubernatorial 
Dorton  Arena.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred       candidate  of  North  Carolina. 
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Remarks  at  the  South  Carolina  State  Fair  in  Columbia. 
October  23,  1976 

LET  ME  thank  all  of  you  for  the  opportunity  to  come  to  Columbia,  to  South 
Carolina  to  this  great  State  Fair. 

I  would  just  like  to  introduce  a  member  of  our  family  who  went  to  the  fair 
while  I  went  to  the  football  game.  Fd  like  to  introduce  our  son,  Steve  Ford. 

Two  weeks  ago,  I  went  to  the  Texas  State  Fair.  This  morning  I  stopped  at  the 
North  Carolina  State  Fair.  Here  I  am  at  the  South  Carolina  State  Fair.  I  love 
fairs.  [Applause]  Thank  you  very,  very  much.  But  what  I  like  best  is  those 
figures  up  there. 

But  let  me  be  serious,  if  I  might.  We  have  a  great  campaign  that's  about  to 
come  to  its  conclusion  on  November  2.  The  issues  are  very  important.  We  keep 
hearing  that  only  about  50  percent  of  the  people  are  going  to  vote.  I  hope 
that's  not  true,  because  the  course  or  the  direction  of  this  Nation  could  well  be 
decided  on  November  2,  and  that  course  and  that  direction  for  the  next  4  years 
and  perhaps  for  the  next  century 

Let  me  tell  you  where  I  stand.  I  stand  for  a  strong  national  defense.  America 
must  be  number  one  and  will  be  number  one.  We  have  the  best  Army,  the  best 
Navy,  the  best  Marine  Corps,  the  best  Air  Force,  and,  under  President  Ford, 
we're  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

But  we  also  have  to  have  a  strong  economy,  and  that  means  not  only  an  indus- 
trial economy  but  it  means  a  strong  agricultural  economy.  We  believe  very 
strongly  that  American  agriculture  is  probably  one  of  the  most  important  seg- 
ments of  our  society,  and  we're  going  to  keep  agriculture  in  America  strong 
under  President  Ford  for  the  next  4  years. 

I  think  a  few  of  you  may  have  heard  the  debate  last  night.  I'm  not  going  to 
ask  you  who  won,  but  I  do  want  to  repeat  one  or  two  things  that  I  believe  are 
very  important  for  us  to  remember. 

Two  years  ago,  in  August,  this  country  was  in  serious  trouble.  Today,  we 
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have  made  a  substantial  amount  of  progress.  We  have  gone  from  a  lack  of  trust 
in  the  White  House  to  confidence  and  trust  in  the  White  House  under 
President  Ford.  We  have  gone  from  inflation  of  over  12  percent  2  years  ago, 
to  a  rate  of  inflation  under  6  percent,  and  it's  going  dow^n.  We  have  made  a 
lot  of  progress  in  w^inning  the  battle  against  inflation,  and  we're  going  to  make  a 
lot  more  between  now  and  the  end  of  the  next  4  years. 

But  then,  let  me  make  one  other  observation.  America  is  at  peace.  We're  at 
peace  because  we're  strong.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying 
on  any  foreign  battlefield  tonight.  But  we're  able  to  do  that  because  the  United 
States  has  the  miUtary  capability  and  the  diplomatic  skill  to  strengthen  our 
allies  and  to  get  respect  from  our  adversaries. 

But  the  most  fundamental  thing  that's  important  in  America  is  our  moral 
and  spiritual  strengths.  The  United  States  is  a  nation  where  each  and  every  one 
of  us  has  an  opportunity  to  participate — to  participate  in  government,  to  pray  to 
God,  to  have  our  own  convictions,  and  strengthen  the  character  of  America.  And 
I  think  by  any  standard,  we  can  say  we  are  proud  of  America,  and  we  are  proud 
to  be  Americans. 
Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:20  p.m.  Prior  to  his       football   game   at  William   Brice   Stadium   on   the 
arrival  at  the  State  Fair,  he  attended  the  second  half       campus  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina, 
of  the  Notre  Dame-University  of  South  Carolina 
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Remarks  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina.     October  23,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Governor  Jim  Edwards,  Senator  Strom  Thurmond, 
Congressman  Floyd  Spence: 

I  can't  express  deeply  enough  my  appreciation  for  the  hospitaUty  of  Jim 
and  Ann  and  this  w^onderful  turnout  here  in  this  just  gorgeous  mansion  and 
the  grounds.  I  thank  you  all  for  your  very  w^arm  and  generous  hospitality. 
It's  great  to  be  in  South  Carolina. 

I  enjoyed  the  second  half  of  the  football  game.^  I  can  claim  some  credit— 
you  scored  more  points  than  your  opponents  v^hile  I  w^as  there.  [Laughterl 

As  I  said  in  Kansas  City,  I'm  not  going  to  concede  a  single  State  or  a 
single  vote.  While  I'm  here,  let  me  extend  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  a 
special  invitation  to  come  to  Washington  next  January,  v^hen  w^e  have  the 

^  The  President  was  referring  to  the  Notre  Dame -University  of  South  Carolina  football  game  he  attended 
earlier  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina  campus. 
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inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole.  Or  to  put  it  another  way,  y'all 
come,  and  we'll  have  a  great  party.  [Laughter] 

I  think  all  of  you  know  where  I  stand — for  limited  government,  for  fiscal 
responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  greater  military  strength, 
for  peace  in  the  world  with  freedom.  Not  a  single  young  American  today  is 
fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  battlefield,  and  that's  because  America  is  strong. 

After  so  many  years — the  last  10  years  in  which  America's  defensive  needs 
have  been  shortchanged — I  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  budgets  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States.  And  this  year,  with  the  help  of  Strom  Thurmond, 
we  were  able  to  convince  the  Congress  to  give  us  virtually  all  that  we  asked  for. 
And  the  net  result  is  we  can  look  forward  to  real  progress  in  maintaining  our 
strategic  capability,  our  conventional  capability.  We  have  the  will.  And  let 
me  say,  as  long  as  Tm  President  of  the  United  States,  we're  going  to  stay 
number  one. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  Federal  spending,  I  submitted 
last  January  a  budget  which  for  the  first  time  put  a  cap  on  the  growth  in 
Federal  spending.  I  have  held  the  line  on  Federal  spending  with  66  vetoes, 
which  saved  the  hard-pressed  taxpayer  something  like  $9  billion.  I've  not  been 
afraid  to  say  no  to  the  excessive  spending  of  a  liberal  Congress,  and  let  me  say 
we'll  keep  the  pressure  on  in  the  next  Congress. 

But  speaking  of  the  Congress,  you  have  here  in  this  congressional  district 
one  of  the  strongest,  one  of  the  best  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  Floyd  Spence.  You  need  him,  and  I  need  him. 

I  think  it  goes  without  saying  that  you're  proud  of  the  wonderful  job  that 
Strom  Thurmond  does  for  you.  And  let  me  say  without  any  hesitation  or 
qualification,  believe  me,  I  know  Strom  Thurmond  is  up  there  fighting  for  a 
strong  national  defense,  fighting  for  restraint  on  spending,  fighting  for  your 
lowering  of  taxes.  Strom,  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 

We've  heard  a  great  deal  about  tax  reform.  The  best  tax  reform  that  I 
know  is  tax  reduction.  And  the  best  tax  reduction  that  I  know  is  the  kind  of 
tax  reduction  that  goes  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer  who,  in  the  process  of 
legislation  in  the  last  10  or  15  years,  has  been  shortchanged.  And  therefore,  I 
think  if  we're  going  to  get  equity  in  our  Federal  tax  laws,  we  have  to  increase 
the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That  gives  that  great,  vast  middle- 
income  taxpayer  the  kind  of  fairness,  the  kind  of  equity  that  he  deserves. 

Congress  didn't  pass  what  I  recommended  this  year,  but  let  me  look  them 
right  in  the  eye*  We're  going  to  keep  the  pressure  on  them  next  year;  if  they 
don't  pass  itj  the  next  year.  We're  going  to  get  that  kind  of  tax  relief,  and  the 
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Congress  is  going  to  do  it,  because  the  American  people  know  it's  right. 

I  tried  to  mention  in  the  debate  last  night  the  kind  of  progress  that  we Ve 
made  in  America  since  I've  been  President  And  believe  me,  that  day  of  August  9, 
1974,  was  not  a  very  happy  day.  America  was  in  trouble.  We  had  inflation  over 
12  percent.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  a  serious  recession.  The  American  people 
had  tragically  lost  faith  and  confidence  in  the  White  House,  and  we  were  still 
involved  in  Vietnam. 

But  with  the  strength  of  the  American  people  and  with  the  kind  of  govern- 
ment that  we  have  in  this  country,  we  were  able  to  set  the  ship  of  state  on  an 
even  keel  and  to  set  a  steady  course.  And  we've  gone  through  some  tough 
times  for  the  last  26  months,  but  the  thing  that  gave  Betty  and  me  the  kind 
of  satisfaction,  the  kind  of  propping  that  we  needed  when  times  looked  tough, 
was  the  faith  that  we  had  in  215  million  Americans. 

And  let  me  say,  having  gotten  through  the  storm  of  those  26  months,  I  think 
with  the  progress  we've  made,  with  the  foundation  that  we've  laid,  we  can  have 
the  most  glorious  4  years  to  begin  the  third  century  of  American  freedom  and 
progress. 

And  so  I  come  before  you  all  here  in  this  great  State  of  South  Carolina  and 
ask  for  your  help,  ask  for  your  assistance.  I  think  we  can  carry  South  Carolina. 
It  would  be  a  great,  great  honor — Jim,  it  would  be  a  great  honor  to  come  back 
here  to  this  mansion  after  November  2  sometime  and  really  relax  and  enjoy 
being  with  you  and  Ann  and  meeting  all  of  these  wonderful  people  from  South 
Carolina. 

But  as  I  close,  let  me  reemphasize,  we  have  a  chance  to  go  forward  together. 
And  I  promise  you  once  more,  as  I  promised  you  before,  to  uphold  the 
Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me  the  right — or  to  see  the 
right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America.  God  helping  me,  I 
won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  kindly. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:38  p.m.  at  the  Governor's  Mansion. 
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Remarks  at  a  Golden  Circle  Reception  in  Pasadena, 
California.     October  24,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very  much,  Paul.  I  can't  express  adequately  my  deep  apprecia- 
tion to  all  of  you  who  have  supported  the  party  and  supported  our  efforts  with 
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your  Golden  Circle  participation.  It's  wonderful  to  be  in  California  after  a  hard 
day  yesterday  in  Virginia,  where  we  got  a  wonderful  reception;  in  North 
Carolina,  where  the  enthusiasm  was  really  spectacular;  and  where  the  results  in 
South  Carolina  were  far  beyond  our  expectations. 

I  might  just  give  you  one  poll  that  is  somewhat  indicative.  I  went  to  the 
Notre  Dame-South  Carolina  football  game,  the  last  half  of  it.  And  I  went  to 
the  right  half  because  in  that  half.  South  Carolina  outscored  Notre  Dame — 
{laughter^ — even  though  they  didn't  win  the  ball  game.  But  anyhow,  we  went  to 
the  State  Fair,  and  they  have  a  big  poll  like  you  see  for  the  community  chest  and 
the  like.  And  10  days  ago,  we  were  behind  on  a  ratio  of  3  to  2.  Yesterday,  we  had 
roughly  10,500  votes  and  my  opponent  had  7,300. 

What  I'm  really  saying  is  that  we're  making  substantial  inroads  in  those 
areas  where  my  opponent  thought  he  had  a  free  ride.  He  doesn't,  and  the  net 
result  is  we're  going  to  do  very  well  in  many  parts  of  the  country  where  a 
month  ago  it  didn't  look  very  optimistic.  But  when  you  get  to  the  bottom  line, 
for  us  to  win  this  election  and  to  keep  the  direction  that  this  country  is  on — 
which  I  think  is  a  solid,  a  very  optimistic  future — it's  critical  that  we  win 
California. 

California  is  a  State  that  we  must  win.  And  all  of  you  coming  here  early 
on  a  Sunday  morning,  and  your  long  support  for  the  party  and  the  principles  that 
we  stand  for,  is  indicative  of  the  concern  you  have.  So,  if  you  can  just  double, 
redouble,  quadruple  your  efforts  between  now  and  November  2  and  we  win 
California,  we'll  keep  America  going  in  the  right  direction. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9  a.m.  in  the  Georgian        ing  remarks,  he  referred  to  Paul  Haerle,  chairman  of 
Room  at  the  Huntington-Sheraton  Hotel.  In  his  open-       the  California  State  Republican  Central  Committee. 
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Remarks  at  a  President  Ford  Committee  Reception  in 

Pasadena.     October  24,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  John  Rousselot,  Carlos  Moorhead: 
Let  me  say  this  a  great,  great  thrill  for  me  to  be  in  California,  to  see  all  of  you 

wonderful  volunteers  v^ho  vs^ill,  on  November  2,  give  us  a  victory  in  California, 

which  means  a  victory  for  the  United  States  that  day. 

In  Kansas  City,  I  said  we  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  we  would  not  con- 
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cede  a  single  State.  And  let  me  say,  as  I  travel  across  this  great  country — and  this 
is  my  second  visit  to  California  since  Kansas  City — I  feel  a  great  momentum 
building,  which  means  that  I  can  honestly  invite  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  an 
inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  in  January  1977. 

But  let  me  tell  you  that  the  thing  that's  so  impressive  as  I  travel  around  the 
country — ^v^e  found  volunteers  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
yesterday.  We  found  them  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma;  v^e  find  them  in  New^ 
Jersey  and  New^  York;  wt  find  them  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio;  we  find  them  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  States.  There  is  this  ground  swell  of  deep  public  concern 
not  only  on  the  part  of  Republicans  but  on  the  part  of  Independents  and 
Democrats  who  know  that  this  election  could  be  the  deciding  point  as  to  the 
direction  of  this  country  for  the  next  4  years,  but,  more  importantly,  the  direction 
of  this  country  for  the  next  century. 

We  celebrated  a  tremendous  birthday  on  July  4.  It  brought  forth  all  the  good 
things  in  America.  But  we  have  a  new  spirit,  a  new  healing  among  people.  And 
the  American  people,  as  a  result,  are  concerned  that  they  want  their  country  to 
be  strong  at  home  and  to  be  strong  abroad,  so  that  we  can  have  the  kind  of 
quality  of  life  that  is  so  essential  not  only  for  ourselves  but  our  children  and 
our  grandchildren.  And  under  a  Ford-Dole  administration,  that's  what  we'll 
have,  and  I  pledge  that  to  you. 

But  it's  vitally  important  that  you  not  only  give  the  support  that  I  know 
you're  going  to  give  as  great  volunteers  to  Bob  Dole  and  to  myself,  but  we  must 
have  men  like  John  Rousselot  and  Carlos  Moorhead  and  Dr.  Hayakawa  back 
in  Washington,  or  with  us  in  Washington. 

But  let  me  tell  you  where  I  stand  so  there  is  no  question,  there  is  no  doubt 
whatsoever.  I  stand  for  limited  government;  I  stand  for  restraint  on  Federal 
spending;  I  stand  for  tax  reduction;  I  stand  for  the  free  enterprise  giving  to  us 
the  kind  of  prosperity  that's  needed  and  necessary;  I  stand  for  a  strong  America 
that  will  keep  the  peace.  And  I  remind  you  today,  as  I  have  on  other  occasions, 
because  we  are  strong,  there  isn't  a  single  American  fighting  or  dying  on  any 
foreign  soil  today. 

We're  strong  today  because  of  the  defense  budgets  that  I  have  submitted 
to  the  Congress  that  will  keep  our  strategic  forces  alert  24  hours  a  day  against 
any  strikes  or  aggression,  because  the  kind  of  defense  appropriations  that  I've 
recommended  will  keep  our  conventional  forces  strong  to  meet  any  attack  or 
any  aggression. 

Now,  there  are  some  in  this  political  campaign  who  wish  to  cut^  to  slash,  to 
make  our  military  forces  weaker  in  the  future.  That  would  be  a  dangerous  gam- 
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ble.  It  would  be  a  gamble  because  it  would,  for  example,  send  our  young  pilots 
out  flying  aircraft  that  are  older  than  themselves.  That's  why  we  need  the  B-1 
now,  and  we'll  need  it  in  the  future. 

When  people  talk  about  reducing  the  military  budgets,  what  they're  doing  is 
stretching  out  the  modernization  of  our  Navy.  When  they  talk  about  the  re- 
duction in  our  military  forces,  they're  talking  abbut  a  slowdown  in  the  pro- 
curement of  the  necessary  aircraft  that  are  essential  both  in  strategic  and  in  con- 
ventional forces.  The  American  people  are  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  to  keep 
America  strong,  and  that's  what  the  Ford-Dole  ticket  stands  for,  and  we  will 
not  let  you  down. 

But  if  we  are  to  keep  our  economy  moving  in  the  direction  that  it  is — toward 
increased  prosperity — we  have  to  keep  a  restraint  on  the  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Government.  In  the  budget  that  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  last  year, 
I  called  for  a  50-percent  cutback  in  the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  I  called  for 
a  $28  billion  tax  reduction. 

The  Congress  disappointed  me  in  both  cases,  but  let  me  say— and  look  each  and 
every  one  of  you  right  in  the  eye — on  January  20,  when  I  take  the  oath  of  office 
as  die  next  President  of  the  United  States,  I'm  going  to  call  for  additional  re- 
straints in  Federal  spending,  for  additional  tax  cuts,  particularly  for  the  middle- 
income  people  who  have  been  shortchanged. 

But  let  me  say  in  addition,  as  we  move  forward  to  strengthen  our  econ- 
omy, we're  going  to  continue  the  battle,  the  successful  batde  we've  made  in 
reducing  the  rate  of  inflation.  Take  yourself  back  to  1974— inflation  of  over  12 
percent.  Today  it's  under  6  percent.  You're  not  satisfied,  and  I'm  not  satisfied, 
but  with  the  right  kinds  of  economic  program— reduce  Federal  expenditures, 
with  the  kind  of  tax  incentives  that  will  increase  our  productivity— we'll  win 
that  battle  against  inflation  under  a  Ford-Dole  administration. 

Yes,  November  2  is  a  crucial  date.  It's  a  crucial  date  because  it  will  determine 
the  direction  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  White  House,  the  Chief  Executive. 
But  I  repeat  again,  it  would  be  a  disaster  for  us  to  have  the  wrong  kind  of  a 
Congress,  the  kind  of  a  Congress  that  you've  had  for  the  last  2  years.  We  need 
to  strengthen  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  we  do  need  Dr.  Hayakawa  in 
Washington. 

But  now  let  me  just  conclude  witfi  tiiis:  We  can't  do  it  alone.  We  can  cam- 
paign as  hard  as  we  are— and,  as  I  said,  I  have  been  back  to  diis  great  State  twice 
since  Kansas  City;  my  wife,  Betty,  has  been  out  here  working;  three  of  our  four 
children  have  been  out  here  trying  to  contribute  and  make  a  contribution  to 
this  campaign;  Bob  Dole  has  been  out  here  and  done  a  superb  job— but  the  way 
we're  going  to  get  results  is  for  wonderful  people  like  you,  who  are  dedicated, 
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to  multiply  your  efforts  with  your  neighbors,  with  your  friends,  your  business 
associates,  and  with  others. 

This  is  a  crusade— a  crusade  for  the  kind  of  government  that  our  forefathers 
gave  us  some  200  years  ago.  We  must  work  extra  hours,  make  an  even  greater 
effort,  because  the  future  of  America  could  well  depend  on  what  happens  on 
November  2. 

I  pledge  to  you,  as  I  pledged  before,  I  will  uphold  the  Constitution,  and  I  will 
do  as  I  see  in  the  future  as  God  gives  me  the  light  to  see  and  to  never  let  ypu 
down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:24  a.m.  in  the       H.  Rousselot  and  Carlos  J.  Moorhead  and  Repub- 
Viennese  Room  at  the  Huntington-Sheraton  Hotel.       Ucan  senatorial  candidate  S.  I.  Hayakawa. 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Representatives  John 
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Remarks  in  Fountain  Valley,  California.     October  24,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Duke,  or  John  Wayne— we  love  you  how- 
ever we  use  the  name.  Thank  you  very,  very  much,  Congressman  Chuck  Wig- 
gins, our  fine  congressional  candidates.  Bob  Badham,  Jim  Combes,  Dan  Lun- 
gren;  Glenn  Ford,  Ed  Nelson,  this  wonderful  group  of  singers,  we  really  ap- 
preciate the  talent  and  the  contribution.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

And  then  it  is  a  great  privilege  for  an  old  "has-been"  athlete  to  have  on  the 
platform  here  with  us  Steve  Garvey,  Andy  Etchebarren,  Don  Sutton.  I  thank  you 
all  very,  very  much. 

I  am  especially  honored — ^it  is  really  a  rare  privilege  to  come  to  the  great 
State  of  California  and  to  see  such  a  tremendous  turnout.  And  one  of  the  high- 
lights of  this  campaign — and  I  can  say  it  without  any  hesitation  or  qualifica- 
tion— ^is  to  have  Duke  do  the  honors  of  introducing  me  and  giving  me  an  op- 
portunity to  say  to  all  of  you  and  to  the  many,  many  millions  of  people  here  in 
California  what  I  believe  in  and  where  I  stand. 

It  has  been  wonderful  to  come  back  to  California.  As  I  said  in  Kansas  City, 
I  do  not  concede  a  single  State  or  a  single  vote*  I  believe  that  the  American 
people  in  all  50  States  want  straight  talk.  They  don't  want  their  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  to  promise  more  than  he  can  deliver,  but  they  want  him  to  de- 
liver everything  that  he  promises. 

Since  Kansas  City,  I  have  come  to  this  great  State  on  two  occasions.  Betty  has 
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been  here  several  times,  and  three  of  our  children  have  visited  various  parts  of 
this  State.  You  have  given  us,  as  a  family,  a  v^arm  and  enthusiastic  reception. 
But  let  me  reciprocate  by  saying  we  admire  you,  v^e  love  you,  and  we  thank 
you. 

I  have  a  feeling,  after  being  here,  that  the  Ford-Dole  ticket  will  carry  Cali- 
fornia, November  2.  And  while  I  am  here,  let  me  extend  to  all  of  you  a  very 
special  invitation:  Come  to  Washington  next  January  20  and  help  us  inaugu- 
rate the  Jerry  Ford-Bob  Dole  ticket  for  the  next  4  years. 

You  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  for  limited  government,  for  fiscal  responsi- 
bility, for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  military  strength,  and  peace 
throughout  the  world.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  and  dying  on 
foreign  soil  today,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many,  many  years  in  which  America's  defensive  needs  were  short- 
changed by  the  Congress,  I  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  outlays  in 
America's  history.  And  I  convinced  the  Congress  during  this  last  session  that 
they  have  been  playing  with  fire  and  that  if  we  were  going  to  keep  the  peace 
that  we  had,  that  they  could  not  go  through  the  routine  that  they  followed  in 
the  past.  And  they  went  along  with  the  kind  of  defense  spending  that  I  pro- 
posed, the  kind  that  means  we  not  only  have  security  today  but  we  will  have 
it  in  the  years  ahead.  And  let  me  say,  the  next  Congress,  under  the  Ford-Dole 
administration,  will  have  to  keep  the  same  commitment  to  the  American 
people. 

Let  me  add  parenthetically,  my  opponent  in  this  campaign — and  I  say  this 
with  some  sadness — ^has  proposed  a  defense  cut  of  at  least  $5  to  $7  billion.  That 
kind  of  defense  cut  would  require  troop  withdrawals  from  strategic  outposts 
overseas,  delay  or  cancel  many  of  our  new,  advanced  weapons  systems,  such  as 
the  B-1  bomber,  a  slowdown  in  our  ship  construction  program,  or  some  degree 
of  damage  in  all  of  these  areas  which  means  closing  defense  plants  and  military 
bases  right  here  in  the  United  States  and  quite  possibly  in  this  great  State  of 
California. 

You  don't  want  that,  neither  do  I,  because  America  must  be  strong  if  we  are 
to  be  the  leader,  if  we  are  to  maintain  the  peace,  if  we  are  to  repel  aggression, 
if  we  are  to  deter  those  who  would  destroy  our  kind  of  society. 

I  pledge  to  you  that  in  the  next  4  years  we  will  keep  our  defenses  strong  and 
we  will  keep  the  peace  and  freedom  that  is  so  dear  to  all  of  us. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  Federal  spending,  with  the  Fed- 
eral budget  escalating  much  too  rapidly,  I  submitted  a  budget  for  this  current 
fiscal  year  which  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  by  50  percent.  I 
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have  held  the  Hne  on  Government  spending  with  66  vetoes  and  saved  the  hard- 
pressed  American  taxpayers  more  than  $9  billion. 

And  let  me  look  each  of  you,  as  a  family,  right  in  the  eye — those  66  vetoes 
have  saved  each  family  approximately  $200.  That  is  progress,  and  we  will  con- 
tinue that  progress  in  the  future. 

Because  I  have  had  the  will  and  the  courage  and  sometimes  a  little  tough- 
ness, because  I  have  been  able  to  say  no  to  excessive  spending,  we  will  have  a 
balanced  budget  submitted  in  1978.  But  more  importantly,  as  we  cut  the  rate 
of  growth  of  Federal  spending,  as  we  restrain  the  kind  of  spending  that  is  un- 
economical, nonproductive,  as  we  accomplish  that,  I  promise  to  you  that  we 
will  have  another  tax  reduction  at  the  Federal  level. 

But  let  me  tell  you  where  we  are  going  to  have  that  tax  reduction.  We  are 
going  to  give  that  tax  reduction  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer  who  over  the 
years  has  been  shortchanged  by  the  Congress.  The  middle-income  taxpayer 
deserves  a  break  and  Jerry  Ford  will  see  to  it  that  you  get  it.  And  the  way  to  do  it 
was  the  way  I  proposed  in  January — to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from 
$750  to  $1,000  per  person. 

Let  me  illustrate  what  that  means  to  the  head  of  the  household  who  next 
January  makes  out  his  income  tax  return.  If  he  has  got  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren, himself  and  his  wife,  that  means  that  that  taxpayer  will  get  an  additional 
$1,250  in  exemption.  That  is  meaningful.  The  Congress  didn't  do  it  this  year, 
but  next  year  I  am  going  to  keep  the  pressure  on  that  Congress.  If  they  don't 
do  it  next  year,  we  will  keep  the  pressure  on  them  the  next  year,  and  if  they 
don't  do  it  then,  you  take  them  and  you  lick  them  in  the  polls  in  1978. 

Now,  after  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  we  have  cut  inflation  by 
half  in  the  past  2  years,  and  I  pledge  to  you  that  we  will  do  even  better  under 
the  Ford-Dole  administration.  Now,  after  the  worst  recession  in  40  years,  it 
wasn't  pleasant;  you  know  we  were  in  troubled  times.  We  have  added  4  mil- 
lion jobs  to  the  American  economy  in  the  last  2  years — not  by  creating  dead- 
end jobs  at  the  taxpayers'  expense,  but  by  stimulating  jobs  with  a  future  in  a 
private  economy  where  five  out  of  those  six  jobs  exist  in  our  society. 

Too  many  people  are  out  of  work,  I  admit.  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
progress  that  we  have  made,  but  more  Americans  were  working,  were  on  the 
job  in  1976  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  That  is  a  tre- 
mendous comeback  from  where  we  were  just  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  That  is 
progress. 

America  has  made  incredible  progress  in  the  last  2  years,  and  you  and  you 
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and  millions  like  you— wonderful  Americans— ought  to  be  proud  of  what  we 
have  done.  I  am  and  you  are,  but  we  are  going  to  do  better. 

After  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had 
faith  restored  in  the  White  House.  My  administration  has  been  open,  candid, 
straightforward.  We  have  talked  straight  from  the  shoulder,  and  we  will  keep 
it  that  way  for  the  next  4  years. 

As  I  told  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Norfolk,  Virginia  earUer  this 
ye^r,  I  firmly  believe  that  private  morality  and  public  service  can  and  must  go 
hand  in  hand.  And  this  is  what  we  have  done,  and  this  is  what  we  will  do. 

But  what  I  have  mentioned  so  far  is  only  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  Ford  ad- 
ministration in  the  past  2  years.  Farm  exports  and  farm  income  are  at  an  all- 
time  high.  A  major  effort  is  already  underway  to  cut  and  slash  the  redtape  in 
Federal  bureaucracy.  We  are  working  for  peace  and  justice  in  the  Middle  East, 
and  throughout  the  world,  and  America  is  respected  and  trusted. 

In  every  field  America  is  on  the  move,  on  the  march.  We  have  made  a  tre- 
mendous, unbelievable  comeback  in  the  past  2  years.  And  I  pledge  to  you  the 
next  4  will  be  even  better.  You  can  believe  me  when  I  say  with  conviction  that 
America  is  sound,  America  is  secure.  This  Nation  is  on  its  way  to  a  better 
quality  of  life,  and  this  administration  has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American 
people  for  the  next  4  years. 

My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises.  We 
do  not  need  a  government  to  do  everything  for  us  or  to  tell  us  everything  we 
can  or  cannot  do.  America  is  different.  We  should  never  forget  that  a  govern- 
ment big  enough  to  give  us  everything  we  want  is  a  government  big  enough  to 
take  from  us  everything  we  have. 

We  have  a  great  talent,  a  great  reservoir  of  industry  and  ability  in  this  great 
country,  and  it  is  not  all  concentrated  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  Just  this 
^eek— let  me  as  an  illustration  point  out  to  you— that  America  made  a  clean 
sweep  of  the  Nobel  Prizes  for  economics,  chemistry,  physics,  medicine,  and 
literature.  This  is  the  first  time  in  American  history  that  a  single  country  has 
been  the  home  of  all  of  these  great  awards.  We  should  be  proud.  Because  of  these 
accomplishments  of  great  Americans,  I  am  proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  as  I  look  around  this  great  crowd,  I  know  that  each  and  every  one 
of  you  are  just  as  proud  as  I  am  of  America. 

We  have  had  our  problems.  In  the  last  2  years  we  have  come  a  long,  long 
way.  At  home  and  abroad  we  are  putting  away  our  old  differences,  we  are 
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putting  aside  our  old  problems,  we  are  healing  our  wounds.  There  is  an  old 
saying  that  used  to  be  common  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  think  it  is 
apropos:  "We  can  disagree  in  America  without  being  disagreeable."  That  is  the 
kind  of  healing,  that  is  the  kind  of  feeling  that  we  want  in  this  country  so  that 
we  can  march  together  for  a  better  America  for  ourselves  but,  more  importantly, 
for  our  children  and  our  grandchildren. 

This  record  of  2  years  is  a  record  that  I  am  proud  of,  a  record  the  people  of 
California  and  the  concerned  citizens  throughout  America— Democrats, 
Independents,  and  Republicans^will  support  on  November  2. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  reduce  the  growth  of  government  still 
more.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social 
security  system;  we  will  improve  medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy 
the  health  and  happiness  that  they  have  earned.  There  is  no  reason  why  our 
older  citizens  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  make  sure  that  this  rich  Nation  does 
not  neglect  its  citizens  who  are  less  fortunate  than  ourselves  but  provides  for 
their  needs  with  compassion  and  with  dignity.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and 
we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all,  that  will  preserve  the  family,  the 
family  business,  the  family  farm,  that  will  give  business  in  America  the  tax 
incentives  that  build  new  plants,  to  modernize  the  old  ones,  and  to  create 
millions  and  millions  of  more  jobs  for  the  American  working  man. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  expand  the  recreational  opportunities 
and  restore  the  healthy  environment  of  this  country  as  our  legacy  for  those 
generations  to  follow.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on 
the  path  of  peace  through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  in  freedom  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  no  fear  whatsoever  for  this  country,  for  America  the  future  is  a  friend. 
And  as  we  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more — as  I  have  promised 
you  before— to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right,  as  God  gives  me 
to  see  the  right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America.  God  helping 
me,  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The   President   spoke   at   2:20   p.m.   at  the  ers  Steve  Garvey  and  Don  Sutton  of  the  Los  Angeles 

Fountain  Valley  Recreation  Center.  In  his  remarks,  Dodgers  and   Andy  Etchebarren  of  the  California 

he  referred  to  actors  John   (Duke)   Wayne,  Glenn  Angels. 
Ford,  and  Ed  Nelson,  and  professional  baseball  play- 
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Remarks  in  La  Mesa,  California.     October  24,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Congressman  Bob  Wilson,  Mayor  Pete  Wilson,  Congress- 
man Clair  Burgener,  Mayor  Fordem,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Let  me  thank  this  wonderful  group  of  entertainers,  superb  performers,  celeb- 
rities: Peter  Graves,  thank  you  very  much;  Hugh  O'Brian,  thank  you;  Zsa  Zsa, 
vft  love  you;  Lance  Al worth,  thank  you;  Rod  McKuen;  and  those  super 
singers.  Serendipity  Singers;  and  the  chicken,  I  love  it.  [Laughter]  And  then 
we  have  four  wonderful  bands — the  Helix,  Grossmont,  Miguel,  and  El  Cajon. 
Thank  you  all  very  much. 

But  now  I  brought  with  me  two  super  people  who  were  on  a  program  with 
me  this  afternoon,  which  was  shown  all  over  the  State  of  California.  They  are 
known  to  all  of  you.  First,  Joe  Garagiola,  and  then  one  of  the  finest  Members 
of  Congress  that  I  have  ever  known,  a  tough  adversary — ^when  she  was  with  you, 
you  couldn't  lose — supporting  me,  Edith  Green  of  Oregon. 

What  a  treat  to  be  in  San  Diego  and  its  wonderful  surrounding  communities. 
I  love  you,  and  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

As  I  said  in  Kansas  City,  I  won't  concede  a  single  State,  I  won't  concede  a 
single  vote.  The  Ford-Dole  ticket,  as  I  see  California  today,  will  win  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  thank  you  very,  very  much.  Let  me  extend  to  all  of  you  a  wonderful 
invitation,  a  very  special  invitation:  Come  to  Washington  next  January  for  the 
inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

You  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government,  for 
fiscal  responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  military  strength, 
for  peace  in  the  world.  And  I  say  with  pride,  not  a  single  young  American  is 
fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight,  and  we  will  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many  years  in  which  America's  defensive  needs  were  shortchanged, 
I  proposed  the  last  2  years  the  two  biggest  defense  budgets  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  And  I  convinced  the  Congress  in  1976  that  they  should  stop 
slashing,  stop  cutting,  stop  gutting  the  defense  appropriation.  And  the  net 
result  is  America  today  and  America  in  the  future  will  be  number  one,  and  we 
are  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

But  let  me  add  parenthetically,  my  opponent  in  this  campaign  has  promised 
defense  cuts  of  at  least  $5  to  $7  billion.  What  does  that  mean?  That  kind  of 
defense  cut  would  require  troop  withdrawals  from  many  strategic  outposts 
around  the  world.  It  would  delay  or  cancel  our  advance  new  weapons  systems 
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like  the  B-1  bomber.  It  would  slow  down  our  ship  construction  program.  It 
would  do  serious  damage  in  some  of  our  other  research  and  development  pro- 
grams. It  might  be  just  closing  defense  plants  throughout  the  United  States, 
including  some  right  here  in  the  great  State  of  California.  We  aren't  going  to 
let  that  happen.  America  must  stay  number  one. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  inflation,  runaway  growth  in  the  Federal 
budget,  I  submitted  a  budget  for  the  third  fiscal  year  which  will  cut  the  rate  of 
growth  in  Federal  spending  by  50  percent.  I  have  held  the  line  on  Government 
spending  with  66  vetoes  and  saved  you,  the  hard-pressed  American  taxpayer, 
$9  billion.  And  each  family  in  this  country  has  been  saved  $200  by  those  tough 
vetoes,  and  we  are  going  to  have  more  and  more  if  the  next  Congress  is  as  bad 
as  this  Congress.  Because  I  said  no  on  these  66  bills,  we  will  be  able  to  submit  a 
balanced  budget  to  the  American  people  and  to  the  next  Congress  in  1978.  And 
we  will  have  another  tax  reduction,  in  addition. 

My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  I  proposed,  for  example,  raising  your 
personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  The  middle-income  taxpayer  in  this 
country  has  been  shortchanged,  and  we  are  going  to  change  it  in  the  next 
Congress. 

The  other  day  I  was  out  to  a  factory  talking  to  some  hard-working  people  who 
put  in  their  8  hours  a  day,  who  work  hard,  pay  their  taxes,  and  they  asked  me 
about  tax  reduction.  I  said,  "How  many  children  do  you  have  in  your  family?" 
This  man  said  three.  He  has  five  exemptions.  I  said  if  the  tax  reduction  that  I  pro- 
posed goes  through — and  we  are  going  to  get  it  next  time— it  would  mean  that 
you,  when  you  fill  out  your  income  tax  return,  will  be  able  to  take  a  $1,250 
more  tax  exemption  in  your  next  return.  That  helps  the  middle-income  taxpayer, 
and  that  is  what  we  are  going  to  get. 

After  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  we  have 
cut  inflation  by  50  percent  in  the  past  2  years,  and  I  pledge  to  you  we  will  do  bet- 
ter in  the  next  4  years.  After  the  worst  recession  in  40  years,  we  have  added  4 
million  new  jobs  in  the  American  economy,  not  by  creating  dead-end  jobs  for 
those  that  want  to  work,  jobs  created  at  the  taxpayers'  expense,  but  by  stimulating 
jobs  with  a  future  in  the  private  economy  where  five  out  of  those  six  jobs  exist 
today. 

Too  many  people  are  out  of  work.  I  recognize  that.  We  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  progress  we  have  made,  but  more  Americans  were  on  the  job  in  1976  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  this  great  country— nearly  88  million  people— and 
that  is  a  tremendous  comeback  from  where  we  were  just  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

After  suffering— and  I  say  this  with  sadness— after  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal 
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of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had  its  faith  restored  in  the  White  House. 
My  administration  has  been  open,  candid,  straightforward,  and  we  will  keep  it 
that  way  for  the  next  4  years. 

In  every  field  America  is  on  the  move,  on  the  march.  We  have  made  an  incredi- 
ble comeback  in  the  past  2  years,  and  we  are  not  through  yet.  You  can  believe 
me  when  I  say — I  say  it  from  my  heart— America,  this  Nation,  is  sound;  this 
Nation  is  secure;  this  Nation  is  on  the  way  to  a  better  quality  of  Hfe,  and  this 
adniinistration  has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people  for  the  next  4  years. 

My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises.  We 
don't  need  a  government  to  do  everything  for  us  or  tell  us  everything  we  can  or 
cannot  do.  As  I  travel  around  this  great  country,  I  find  we  have  a  great  reservoir 
of  talent  and  industry  in  America,  and  it  is  not  all  concentrated,  believe  me,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  Don't  ever  believe  that. 

Jimmy  Carter  has  indicated — Jimmy  Carter  has  told  the  American  people 
that  the  United  States  is  not  respected  anymore.  This  week  America  made  a 
clean  sweep  of  the  Nobel  Prizes  for  economics,  chemistry,  physics,  medicine,  and 
literature.  This  is  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  single  country  has  brought  home 
all  of  these  winners.  That  doesn't  soiind  like  a  second-rate  nation  to  me. 

As  I  stand  before  this  fantastic  crowd  of  wcfnderful  people  from  this  part  of 
California,  I  say  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  am  proud  to  be  an  American,  I 
am  proud  of  all  of  you,  and  we  are  proud  of  America. 

We  have  our  problems,  but  in  the  jpast  2  years  we  have  come  a  long,  long  way. 
At  home  and  abroad,  we  are  putting  all  of  our  differences  aside.  We  are  putting 
our  old  problems  behind  us,  and  we  are  healing  the  wounds.  There  is  an  old 
saying  among  many  of  us,  "You  can  disagree  without  being  disagreeable."  And 
America  is  united;  we  are  healed ;  we  are  on  our  way.  Let's  keep  going. 

As  I  look  back  over  these  troubled  2  years,  it  is  a  record  that  I  think  all  of  us 
can  share.  It  is  a  record  that  I  am  proud  of,  a  record  for  the  people  of  California 
and  concerned  citizens  throughout  America — Democrats,  Independents,  Repub- 
Ucans.  I  think  it  is  a  record  you  will  support  and  the  people  in  49  other  States 
will  support  November  2. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  reduce  the  growth  of  government  in  the 
next  4  years.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  the 
social  security  system;  we  will  improve  Medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can 
enjoy  the  health  and  the  happiness  that  they  have  worked  so  hard  and  so  richly 
earned.  There  is  no  reason  that  they  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 
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Give  me  yoiir  mandate,  and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all, 
that  will  preserve  the  family  home,  the  family  business,  the  family  farm,  that 
will  give  us  business  tax  incentives  to  build  new  plants,  to  modernize  old  ones, 
and  to  create  more  jobs. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on  a  path  of  peace  thrdugh 
strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 

I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  this  cdUntry.  For  America,  the  future  is  a 
friend.  And  as  we  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more — as  I  promised 
you  before — to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me 
to  see  the  rights  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  our  beloved  America.  God 
helping  me,  I  will  not  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The   President   spoke  at   8:17   p.m.   at  the  commentator,   and   Representative   Edith   Green   of 

Grossmont   Shopping    Center.   In   his   remarks,   he  Oregon    1955-75,   cochairman   of  the   Citizens   for 

referred  to  Mayors  Pete  Wilson  of  San  Diego  and  Ford  Committee. 
Paul  Fordem  of  La  Mesa,  Joe  Garagiola,  NBC  sports 

956 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  San  Diego,  California. 
October  24,  1976 

Reporter.  How  do  you  feel  about  your  San  Diego  reception  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  the  reception  here  tonight  is  one  of  the  finest,  if 
not  the  best.  And  I  want  to  thaiik  everybody  tonight  that  is  here — 35,000  to  40,- 
000  people  on  a  Sunday  night,  and  the  warmth  and  the  friendliness  and  the 
enthusiasm — well,  I  will  sleep  better.  It  convinces  me  we  are  going  to  carry 
California. 

Q.  How  do  you  feel  about  the  race  now  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  will  surprise  some  people.  I  am  confident.  I  think 
we  vs^ill  come  out  on  top  on  November  2. 

Q.  What  do  you  intend  to  emphasize  in  this  final  week  of  blitz  ? 

The  President.  Trust,  peace,  and  prosperity. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much. 

note:  *rhe  President  spoke  at  9  p.m.  at  the  Westgate  Plaza  Hotel. 
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Radio  Address  on  Inflation.     October  23,  1976 

TODAY  Fd  like  to  talk  a  little  commonsense  on  inflation. 

Inflation  should  really  be  seen  as  a  tax.  It  cuts  into  your  paycheck  or  your 
savings  just  as  surely  as  writing  out  your  income  tax  check.  And  make  no 
mistake  about  it,  inflation  is  caused  by  government. 

Two  years  ago  when  I  became  President,  the  inflation  rate  was  12  percent— 
the  cost  of  everything  was  going  up  12  cents  on  the  dollar  each  year.  Today  the 
rate  of  inflation  is  down  to  less  than  6  percent— that's  a  lot  better.  But  obviously 
we  must  keep  right  on  working  at  it. 

What's  important  in  this  election  is  to  understand  what  we've  been  doing 
right  to  bring  inflation  down — and  what  we  must  avoid  if  we  are  to  continue 
making  progress. 

In  the  past  2  years,  our  policies  have  worked  to  bring  inflation  down  for  three 
reasons: 

First,  excess  Government  spending  had  to  be  brought  under  control.  So  I 
have  vetoed  congressional  bills  66  times.  An  argument  could  have  been  made 
for  signing  every  one  of  those  bills.  But  if  inflation  was  going  to  be  licked,  we 
had  to  have  the  courage  to  draw  the  line  on  spending.  I  did  it.  And  I'm  going  to 
keep  on  doing  it,  because  I  don't  believe  the  American  people  should  be  taxed 
anymore — and  inflation  is  just  another  high  tax. 

Second,  while  fighting  inflation  we  had  to  do  everything  we  could  to  reduce 
unemployment.  So  while  inflation  has  been  cut  in  half,  we've  also  helped  create 
4  million  new  jobs  in  America  in  17  months — and  that's  a  peacetime  record. 
And  we've  maintained  essential  Government  services  in  our  cities,  and  for  our 
schools — and,  most  important,  for  our  national  defense.  We've  even  had  some 
tax  cuts,  and  we  can  have  more  if  we  stick  to  the  course  we're  on. 

Finally,  we've  recognized  the  reality  that  inflation  cannot  be  ended  overnight. 
For  a  decade  in  America  we've  had  a  series  of  sudden  changes  in  our  economic 
policy.  And  every  time  there  was  not  immediate  success,  we've  rushed  to  a  new 
approach.  Well,  we've  been  on  a  steady  and  stable  course  for  2  years  now— 
and  it's  working.  I  think  it  would  be  a  serious  mistake  to  change  that  course. 
America  will  lose  the  battle  if  spending  goes  up  too  fast  or  if  inexperienced 
hands  take  over  our  economic  policy  and  send  us  charging  off  in  a  whole  new 
direction. 
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America  is  back  at  peace  again.  There's  honor  in  your  White  House  again. 
Four  milUon  new  jobs  in  17  months,  and  inflation  cut  in  half. 

Things  are  getting  better.  That's  why  we're  feeHng  good  about  America.  We 
know  we  still  have  a  lot  of  work  in  front  of  us.  But  we  remember  where  we've 
been,  and  we  know  how  far  we've  come. 

We've  all  fought  the  battle  against  inflation.  We  know  that  the  enemies  are 
Government  spending  and  drastic  changes  in  policy.  Let's  stay  on  our  steady 
course. 

With  it  we  can  welcome  America's  third  century  with  a  new  generation  of 
freedom  in  which  Government  controls  its  excesses,  its  taxes,  its  spending  to 
let  you  enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  own  hard  work.  I  think  that  is  what  freedom  is 
all  about. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  broadcast  over  The   text   of   the   address   was    released    at   San 

the  Mutual  Radio  Network.  Diego,  Calif. 
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Remarks  in  San  Diego  Announcing  the  Establishment  of  the 
Southwest  Border  Economic  Development  Region. 
October  25,  1976 

I  HAVE  an  announcement  this  morning  before  taking  off  for  Washington 
and  Oregon. 

I'm  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  will  designate  36 
counties  along  our  border  with  Mexico — in  California,  Arizona,  New  Mexico, 
and  Texas— as  the  Southwest  Border  Economic  Development  Region.  This 
region  is  being  established  in  response  to  a  request  by  Governor  Brown,  together 
with  the  Governors  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  Texas. 

The  request  has  been  analyzed  by  the  Department  of  Commerce,  which  has 
recommended  establishment  of  this  development  region  to  me.  I'm  convinced 
that  organization  of  a  regional  commission,  as  authorized  by  an  amendment  to 
the  Public  Works  and  Economic  Development  Act,  passed  in  1975,  will  make  a 
major  contribution  to  promoting  economic  development  in  the  border  counties. 

California  counties  to  be  included  in  the  development  region  are  San  Diego, 
Riverside,  and  Imperial.  As  an  economic  development  region,  the  Southwest 
border  area  will  become  eligible  for  Federal  assistance  in  organizing  projects 
to  develop  local  economic  resources.  This  ties  in  with  my  personal  philosophy 
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that  the  proper  role  of  the  Federal  Government  is  to  help  regions  and  com- 
munities work  out  solutions  on  their  own  problems. 

Thank  you  very  much.  We've  enjoyed  it  here — ^wonderful  part  of  California — 
and,  of  course,  we  love  California. 

Thank  you  very  much.  Nice  to  see  you  all. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:32  a.m.  prior  to  his  departure  from  Lindbergh  Field. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Seattle,  Washington. 
October  25,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Dan.  It's  wonderful  to  be  in  Seattle,  the  great 
State  of  Washington,  and  we're  delighted  to  come  in  on  one  of  those  great 
planes  made  right  here  in  the  Boeing  plant.  It's  good,  safe,  very  comfortable; 
we  thank  you  for  it  very,  very  much. 

But  I'd  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  Joel  Pritchard  being  here  and 
the  other  fine  State  officials  who  have  participated  in  this  warm  welcome.  And 
I,  of  course,  am  deeply  grateful  for  Mr.  Wilson  being  here  and  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  see  so  many  of  the  Boeing  employees. 

I  can  recall  vividly,  on  several  occasions  in  past  years,  I  came  out  and  had 
a  chance  to  go  through  your  plant,  meet  many  of  your  fellow  employees  per- 
sonally. You  should  be  proud  of  what  you  do.  We're  very  proud  of  your 
contributions. 

I  have  a  couple  of  special  guests  that  I  would  like  to  introduce  to  you.  First, 
former  Congresswoman  Edith  Green,  who  is  well-known  all  throughout  the 
Northwest,  formerly  from  Oregon  as  an  outstanding  representative  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Edith.  Edith  and  I  served  together  for  19  years  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  She  was,  I  think,  the  most  knowledgeable  person  in 
education  and  labor  management  legislation.  She  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
aisle.  She's  heading  up  the  Citizens  for  Ford  Committee  as  a  loyal  Democrat.  Let 
me  say  without  hesitation,  when  she  was  on  your  side,  we  usually  won.  When 
she  was  against  you,  it  was  tough.  But  thank  you  very  much  for  being  with  us. 
And  then  there's  somebody  else  I  think  all  of  you  know,  my  good  friend  Joe 
Garagiola.  Joe  is  working  with  us  to  do  a  few  good  television  programs  around 
the  country.  We  did  one  in  California  last  night.  He's  terrific,  not  only  in 
those  sporting  events  but  he  does  a  great  job  helping  our  cause.  Then  another 
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person  you've  seen  a  good  many  times — Betty  and  IVe  watched  "Mission:  Im- 
possible" more  times  than  I  can  count — it's  a  pleasure  for  me  to  introduce 
Peter  Graves.  Peter. 

Fm  especially  pleased  to  be  here  in  Boeing  country  and  to  thank  you  for  the 
very  warm  welcome.  This  city  and,  of  course,  this  State  have  long  demonstrated 
a  very  special  active  interest  in  protecting  your  environment. 

One  of  the  major  threats  to  our  environment  is  noise  pollution.  We  must  re- 
duce the  noise  pollution  around  American  airports  and  bring  quiet  back  to  the 
skies  throughout  our  country.  We  must  free  aviation  from  arbitrary  and  unneces- 
sary restrictions  and  regulations  so  that  the  airlines  themselves  can  pay  the  cost  of 
quieting  aircraft  noise. 

We  should  create  an  economic  climate  which  will  stimulate  valuable  and 
lasting  jobs  in  our  aircraft  industry.  I  know  how  important  this  is  to  the  city 
of  Seattle,  which  has  long  been  a  leader  in  military  and  commercial  aircraft. 

I've  directed  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  to  instruct  the  Administrator 
of  FAA  to  extend  its  noise  standards  to  all  domestic  U.S.  commercial  aircraft  to 
become  effective  January  1, 1977,  and  to  be  phased  in  over  an  8-year  period.  I'm 
also  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  initiate  negotiations  with  the  Interna- 
tional Civil  Aviation  Conference  to  reach  agreement  on  noise  standards  for  all 
international  aircraft  flying  into  the  United  States.  And  I'm  putting  the  Con- 
gress on  notice  that  I  will  not  accept  its  failure  to  act  on  aviation  regulatory 
reform.  Congress  must  adopt  the  airline  regulatory  measure  that  I  proposed  in 
1975.  Passage  of  this  legislation  will  mean  lower  air  fares,  a  stronger  aviation 
industry,  which  is  more  able  to  pay  for  new,  quieter  aircraft,  and  jobs  for  our 
aerospace  workers — and  we  didn't  plan  that  plane  flying  over.  [Laughter] 

I  want  the  Members  of  Congress  on  both  sides  of  the  political  aisle  to  know  that 
aviation  regulatory  reform  will  be  on  their  doorstep  when  they  come  back  in 
January.  Congress  must  act  within  90  days  after  the  new  session  opens  on  Janu- 
ary 3,  1977.  With  congressional  action,  we  can  make  certain  that  U.S.  airlines 
will  meet  noise  standards  and,  at  the  same  time,  continue  to  be  a  healthy  and 
competitive  industry  serving  some  200  million  Americans. 

I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  to  schedule  open  public  hear- 
ings before  the  end  of  this  year,  to  consider  whether  financing  provisions  may  be 
necessary  to  ensure  that  the  air  carriers  can  meet  those  noise  requirements.  The 
Secretary  will  consider  and  will  evaluate  the  financial  condition  as  well  as  the 
needs  of  the  airline  industry,  the  costs  of  meeting  the  new  noise  standards,  and 
alternative  sources  of  funds  to  pay  these  costs.  And  I'm  directing  the  Secretary 
of  Transportation  to  report  his  findings  to  me  by  March  3, 1977. 
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Solving  the  airport  noise  problem — ^and  it's  a  serious  problem  in  26  airports 
throughout  the  United  States,  affecting  some  6  million  people  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  airports — ^it's  an  environmental  imperative  that  w^e  make  prog- 
ress in  this  area.  In  solving  this  problem,  -wt  W\\\  bring  into  service  a  fleet  of  quiet, 
new  aircraft  that  will  result  in  up  to  a  30-percent  saving  in  fuel,  lower  operating 
costs,  lower  fares,  and  less  air  pollution  from  older  aircraft. 

Replacing  the  older  planes  will  also  strengthen  our  aircraft  industry,  which  is 
absolutely  vital  to  our  world  leadership  in  economic  trade  and  our  national 
defense.  And  in  building  these  new  aircraft,  we  will  create  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  useful,  productive  jobs  for  Americans. 

The  best  way  to  make  sure  that  our  aerospace  workers  have  lasting  jobs  and 
create  new,  permanent  jobs  in  the  aircraft  and  related  industries  is  to  give  the 
free  enterprise  system  its  best  chance  to  operate.  We'll  do  it. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  a.m.  at  the  Daniel  J.  Evans  of  Washington,  Representative  Joel 
Boeing  Field  at  the  King  County  International  Air-  Pritchard,  and  T.  Wilson,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
port.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Governor       the  Boeing  Company. 
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Remarks  in  Seattle,  Washington.     October  23,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Dan,  Joel  Pritchard.  And  may  I  at  the  very 
outset  introduce  a  very  good  friend  of  mine.  He's  a  good  friend  of  yours.  You've 
seen  a  lot  of  him  lately,  but  you'd  Hke  to  see  him  in  person^ — Joe  Garagiola.  Joe. 
He  can  run  as  v^ell  as  talk.  [Laughter] 

Mr.  Garagiola.  I'm  not  very  good  at  making  political  speeches.  I  just  believe 
in  people;  I  believe  in  President  Ford,  and  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  think 
I've  booked  a  v^inner. 

The  President.  I  v^ould  also  like  to  express  my  deep,  personal  appreciation 
to  the  master  of  ceremonies,  Peter  Graves,  w^ho  w^ent  with  us  in  Illinois,  w^ho  was 
v^ith  us  in  California.  Thank  you  very,  very  much,  Peter. 

In  this  process,  you  get  some  experience  on  bands.  Well,  let  me  say  that  the 
Bellevue  Band,  the  Queen  Anne  Band,  and  the  Everett  Band — they're  all  first- 
class. 

I  can't  express  deeply  enough  my  appreciation  to  Dan  Evans.  And  when  people 
say  he's  a  Governor's  Governor,  beUeve  me,  that  means  something  to  me.  I 
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respect  his  tremendous  job  for  you,  and  I'm  deeply  appreciative  of  his  personal 
friendship.  Thank  you  very,  very  much,  Dan. 

I  said  in  Kansas  City,  in  August,  just  a  few  months  ago,  that  we  wouldn't 
concede  a  single  State  and  we  wouldn't  concede  a  single  vote.  We  haven't,  and  we 
won't,  and  that's  why  we're  going  to  win  on  November  2. 

When  I  see  such  a  tremendous  crowd  here  on  the  waterfront  of  Seattle,  I'm 
absolutely  confident  with  the  enthusiasm  that  you  have  that  we're  going  to 
carry  the  State  of  Washington  on  November  2,  and  we'll  win  in  this  election 
across  the  country.  And  while  I  am  here  in  Seattle,  let  me  extend  a  very  special 
invitation  for  all  of  you  to  come  to  Washington,  D.C.,  on  January  20, 1977,  to  be 
a  part  of  the  inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

You  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government,  for 
fiscal  responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  military  strength, 
for  peace  in  the  world.  And  I'm  proud  to  stand  here  in  Seattle  and  say  not  a 
single  young  American  is  fighting  and  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  today,  and  we'll 
keep  it  that  way.  After  so  many  years  in  which  America's  defensive  needs 
were  short-changed,  I  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  outlays  in  America's  his- 
tory. And  that  was  tough  to  convince  the  Congress  to  stop  slashing  away — in 
effect,  cutting  away — our  military  capability. 

The  people  of  Seattle  not  only  understand  the  importance  of  a  strong  national 
defense,  you've  been  doing  something  about  it.  The  Nation  is  proud  of  the 
vital  role  which  Seattle  and  the  Boeing  Company  have  played  in  making 
America  the  leader  in  aviation,  both  civilian  as  well  as  military.  Congratulations. 
At  this  moment,  the  Boeing  B-52  is  the  backbone  of  our  strategic  bomber  force, 
an  absolutely  indispensable  element  in  preserving  peace  through  strength. 

Let  me  add  that  my  opponent  in  this  campaign,  I  think  mistakenly  so,  has 
promised  a  defense  cut  of  at  least  $5  to  $6  billion.  That  kind  of  defense  cut 
would  require  troop  withdrawals  from  strategic  bases  overseas;  delay  or  cancel 
advanced  weapons  systems  like  the  B-1  bomber;  a  slowdown  in  our  ship 
construction  program,  which  helps  to  keep  the  peace  throughout  the  world.  It 
would  mean  closing  defense  plants  and  military  bases  right  here,  possibly — not 
only  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole  but  the  State  of  Washington  as  well. 

You  don't  want  that,  either.  I  don't  want  it.  And  we'll  keep  our  defenses 
strong  in  the  next  4  years  of  a  Ford  administration,  so  we  can  maintain  the 
peace,  deter  aggression,  and  stand  tall  and  strong  with  our  allies  as  well  as 
facing  up  to  any  challenges  of  our  adversaries.  That's  my  pledge  to  you  for  the 
next  4  years. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  the  Federal  budget,  I  submitted 
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a  budget  for  this  fiscal  year  which  cut  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending 
by  one-half.  I've  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  66  vetoes  and 
saved  you,  the  hard-pressed  taxpayers,  more  than  $9  billion.  And  let  me  tell  you 
what  that  means  to  an  individual  tax-paying  family.  Nine  billion  dollars  saved 
in  the  Federal  Treasury — those  vetoes  saved  each  American  family  about  $200 
in  Federal  spending  in  the  last  12  to  18  months. 

Because  Fve  not  been  afraid  to  say  no  to  excessive  spending,  we  will  sub-, 
mit  a  balanced  budget  for  the  Federal  Government  in  1978,  and  we'll  have 
another  tax  reduction  for  the  American  taxpayer  in  the  meantime*  Listen  care- 
fully. My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  ta^f  reduction.  I  propose  raising  your  personal 
income  tax  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  Congress  didn't  act  on  that  pro- 
posal. I  can't  understand  why. 

What  would  it  mean  to  an  individual  tax-paying  family  ?  I  was  in  a  plant 
the  other  day.  One  of  the  workers  asked  me,  "What  are  you  doing  about  tax 
reduction?"  And  I  told  him  how  we  wanted  to  raise  the  personal  incotne  tax 
reduction  by  $250  per  dependent  or  taxpayer.  I  said,  "How  many  children  do 
you  have?"  And  he  said,  ^'Three."  A  wife,  three  children,  himself— under  my 
proposal,  that  would  mean  that  that  taxpayer,  when  he  fills  out  that  tax  return 
in  1977  or  1978,  that  he  would  get  $1,250  more  in  a  personal  exemption.  I  think 
that's  good  tax  reform. 

We  all  know  that  the  middle-income  taxpayer  has  been  shortchanged  in 
America,  and  so  the  Ford  proposal  for  tax  reform,  which  is  tax  reduction,  will 
give  the  kind  of  tax  relief  that  the  middle-income  taxpayer  needs  and  wants. 
And  if  the  next  Congress  won't  do  it  in  1977  or  1978,  we'll  go  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  we'll  beat  those  that  keep  on  shortchanging  the  middle-income 
taxpayer. 

Now,  after  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  as  Dan  Evans  said,  we've 
cut  inflation  in  half  in  the  past  2  years,  and  I  pledge  to  you  we'll  do  even  better 
in  the  next  4. 

Now,  after  the  worst  recession  in  40  years— I  didn't  like  it;  you  didn't  like 
it— we've  added  4  million  new  jobs  in  the  American  economy  in  the  past  2  years, 
not  by  creating  dead  end,  unproductive  jobs  at  the  taxpayers'  expense,  but  by 
stimulating  jobs  with  a  future  in  the  private  economy  where  five  out  of  the 
six  jobs  in  America  exist  today. 

Too  many  people  are  out  of  work.  We're  not  satisfied  with  the  progress 
we've  made,  but  I  say  with  some  pride,  more  Americans  were  on  the  job  in 
1976  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  nearly  88  million,  and 
that's  a  tremendous  comeback  from  where  we  were  just  18  months  ago. 


2680 


October  25  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [960] 

After  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had 
its  faith  restored  in  the  White  House  itself.  My  administration  has  been  open, 
candid,  straightforward.  We  caU'em  as  we  see'em.  We  talk  straight  from  the 
shoulder,  and  we'll  keep  it  that  way  for  the  next  4  years. 

In  every  field,  America  is  on  the  move,  on  the  march.  We've  made  an  in- 
credible comeback  in  the  past  2  years,  and  we're  not  through  yet.  You  can  believe 
me  when  I  say  this  Nation  is  sound,  this  Nation  is  secure,  this  Nation  is  oil  the 
way  to  a  better  quality  of  life. 

And  this  administration  has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people  for 
the  next  4  years.  My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not 
promises.  We  don't  need  a  Government  in  Washington  to  do  everything  for  us 
or  to  tell  Us  everything  we  can  or  cannot  do.  As  I  travel  the  length  and  the 
breadth  of  America,  I  find  that  we  have  a  great  reservoir  of  talent  and  industry 
in  America^  and  it's  not  all  concentrated  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  You've  got 
it  here  in  Washington  and,  believe  me,  we've  got  it  in  49  other  States. 

Jimmy  Carter  says  we're  not  respected  anymore.  This  week,  America  made 
a  clean  sweep  of  the  Nobel  Prizes  for  economics,  chemistry,  physics,  medicine, 
and  literature.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  awarding  of  those 
prestigious  awards  that  a  single  country  has  been  the  home  of  all  these  winners. 
That  doesn't  sOlind  like  a  second-rate  operation  to  me. 

I'm  proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  this  great  country,  just  like  you  are.  We've 
had  our  problems,  but  in  the  past  2  years  we've  come  a  long,  long  way.  At 
home  and  abroad  we're  putting  our  old  differences  aside;  we're  putting  old 
problems  behind  us,  healing  the  wounds,  the  angers  that  existed  some  2  years 
ago.  It's  a  record  that  I'm  proud  to  run  on,  a  record  the  people  of  Washing- 
ton and  concerned  citizens  throughout  the  whole  United  States — Democrats, 
Independents,  and  Republicans — ^who  can  and  will  support  this  ticket  of  Jerry 
Ford  and  Bob  Dole  on  November  2. 

Give  me  your  mandate^  and  we'll  reduce  the  growth  of  government  even  more. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we'll  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social  security 
system.  We'll  improve  Medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the  health 
and  happiness  that  they  have  so  richly  earned.  There  is  no  reason  that  our  older 
citizens  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we'll  create  a  tax  system  that  is  fair  to  all,  that 
will  preserve  the  family,  the  family  home,  the  family  business,  the  family 
farm,  that  will  give  to  business  the  tax  incentives  to  build  new  plants,  modernize 
old  ones,  and  create  more  and  more  jobs  throughout  America. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on  the  paths  of  peace 

2681 


[960]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  25 

through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  this  great  country.  The  future  for  America  is 
a  friend.  And  as  we  go  forward,  I  promise  you  once  more,  as  I  promised  you 
before,  to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me 
to  see  the  right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America.  God  helping 
me,  I  will  not  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:46  p.m.  at  Pier  57.  tive  Joel  Pritchard  and  Joe  Garagiola,  NBC  sports 
In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Representa-       commentator. 
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Remarks  at  the  Veterans  Administration  Hospital  in  Seattle. 
October  25,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Dan  Evans,  Congressman  Joel  Pritchard, 
Mr.  Dolezal,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

There  is  no  greater  privilege  than  to  honor  America's  Medal  of  Honor 
recipients  on  Veterans  Day  by  planting  of  this  symbolic  tree,  planted  here 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  where  your  forests  are  our  national  pride.  This  tree 
is  symbolic  of  an  America  that  stands  tall  for  freedom.  I'm  determined  to  keep 
faith  with  our  veterans.  The  planting  of  trees  will  mean  little  if  we  do  not 
preserve  the  values  that  our  heroes  have  saved. 

One  of  my  last  official  duties  as  Vice  President,  perhaps  the  hardest  of  all, 
was  to  present  posthumously  14  Congressional  Medals  of  Honor  to  the  parents, 
the  widows,  and  the  children  of  America's  fighting  men  who  gave  their  lives 
in  Southeast  Asia.  It  made  me  even  more  determined  when  I  became  President 
to  build  the  kind  of  an  America  they  would  have  wanted  for  their  families. 
With  their  valor,  they  paid  the  highest  price  for  their  Nation's  freedom.  We 
pledge  to  them,  each  in  our  own  way,  our  resolve  to  preserve  the  freedom  that 
they  made  secure. 

I  intend  to  preserve  peace  through  military  strength  and  effective  negotiation. 
America's  good  will  must  never  be  misconstrued  as  a  lack  of  will.  Peace  and 
security  require  preparedness  as  well  as  dedication. 

As  President  and  as  a  veteran  of  wartime  service,  I  am  determined  that 
America  recognize  the  veteran  as  a  human  being  and  not  just  a  C  number  to  be 
processed  by  computers. 


2682 


October  25  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [962] 

Our  great  veterans  hospitals  must  be  the  finest  that  medical  skill,  compassion, 
and  dedication  can  create.  The  VA  medical  and  nursing  care  system  for  the 
older  veteran  must  become  a  showcase  for  the  entire  Nation.  We  must  render 
the  best  possible  service  to  all  veterans,  regardless  of  age  or  the  wars  in  which 
they  served. 

To  meaningfully  commemorate  Veterans  Day  and  to  pay  tribute  to  our 
Medal  of  Honor  winners,  those  great  heroes,  we  must  keep  America  strong  in 
willpower,  strong  in  character,  strong  in  spiritual  values  as  well  as  strong  in 
national  defense. 

The  trees  we  plant  here  and  all  across  America  today  show  our  dedication 
to  the  values  personified  by  the  American  veteran.  I  salute  all  those  who  we 
honor  here  today  and  ask  God's  blessing  for  them,  those  who  gave  so  much. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:45  p.m.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Jerome  R.  Dolezal,  director 
of  the  hospital. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Portland,  Oregon. 
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Than\  you  very  much,  Bob  Packwood: 

Really,  I  feel  very  humble  coming  to  the  great  State  of  Oregon  and  to  have 
the  endorsement  of  Edith  Green,  the  endorsement  of  Mrs.  Tom  McCall,  and 
the  endorsement  of  such  a  prestigious  group  as  you  see  on  my  right. 

I  think  Oregon  is  extremely  well-served  by  the  two  fine  Senators  that  it  has 
in  Mark  Hatfield  and  Bob  Packwood.  Of  course,  it  was  great  to  see  my  good 
friend,  Wendell  Wyatt. 

Fm  delighted  to  be  here  and  have  an  opportunity  to  come  back  and  renew 
acquaintances  in  the  State  of  Oregon.  And  I  can  assure  you  that  in  the  remain- 
ing days  of  this  campaign,  I  will  try,  in  a  very  constructive  way,  to  point  out  the 
significance  of  this  election,  the  fundamental  differences  that  exist,  and  why, 
in  my  judgment,  there  ought  to  be  a  selection  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  as 
our  leaders  for  the  next  4  years.  I  can  assure  you  that  what  we've  done  in  the 
past  2  years  will  simply  be  a  forerunner  of  the  kind  of  progress  that  I  think 
America  can  make  and  will  make  in  the  first  4  years  of  our  third  century. 

Nothing  was  more  inspirational  to  me  than  that  wonderful  Fourth  of  July, 
when  America  celebrated  its  Bicentennial.  I  found  all  over  America— and  it 
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was  reported  by  the  news  media,  I  think,  with  great  enthusiasm  because  it 
showed  a  change — America  was  healed,  America  was  on  the  move,  and  we  all 
look  forward  to  a  great  opportunity  to  do  the  things  in  the  next  4  and  the  next 
100  years  that  must  be  done  to  make  that  vision  of  our  forefathers  a  reaUty. 

So,  I  thank  Edith.  She  has  taken  on  the  leadership  with  two  others,  George 
Feldman  and  Dom  DiMaggio,  to  get  all  the  Independents  and  Democrats  who 
feel,  as  I  do,  that  this  country  does  have  an  opportunity  to  do  those  wonderful 
things  that  our  forefathers  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  do.  I  just  couldn't  come 
to  Oregon  and  get  a  finer  display  of  the  kind  of  support  that  I  want,  and  I  thank 
each  and  every  one  of  them  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The   President    spoke    at   3:21    p.m.    at   the  cochairmen  of  the  Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  and 

Portland  International  Airport.  In  his  remarks,  he  Mrs.  Tom  McCall,  wife  of  Governor  Tom  McCall  of 

referred   to  Representative  Edith  Green  of  Oregon  Oregon  1967-75,  and  Representative  Wendell  Wyatt 

1955-75,  George  J.  Feldman  and  Dominic  DiMaggio,  of  Oregon   1965-75. 
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Remarks  in  Portland,  Oregon.     October  25,  1976 

THANK  YOU  all  very,  very  much  for  coming  out  here.  I  knovi^  that  this  is 
a  special  effort  on  your  part,  but  it  is  a  wonderful  welcome  for  me  to  come  to 
Oregon,  to  Portland,  and  to  have  the  fine  support  of  people  like  Bob  Packwood, 
Mark  Hatfield,  and  of  course,  my  very  good  friend,  Edith  Green,  and  Mrs.  Tom 
McCall,  and  to  have  the  demonstration  of  friendship  and  support  from  so  many 
of  you. 

Let  me  say  that  in  the  remaining  8  days  between  now  and  November  2,  I 
will  be  campaigning  on  the  programs  that  have  been  successful.  In  the  last 
2  years — you  know  how  tough  it  was  2  years  ago  when  I  became  the  President 
on  August  9, 1974.  We  had  lost  trust  in  the  White  House;  we  were  on  the  brink 
of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years;  inflation  was  over  12  percent;  and  we  were 
still  involved  in  the  war  in  Vietnam. 

The  American  people,  working  with  me,  have  been  able  to  turn  this  situa- 
tion around,  and  we  have  made  incredible  progress.  We  are  on  the  way  to  a 
healthy  economy.  Inflation  is  less  than  6  percent;  we  have  4  million  new  jobs; 
88  million  people  are  working  in  America — the  highest  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States. 

We  are  out  of  the  war  in  Vietnam,  and  we  have  the  capability  to  stay  at  peace. 
And  I  am  proud  to  say  to  you,  as  I  say  to  your  fellow  Americans,  not  a  single 
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young  American  is  fighting  and  dying  on  foreign  soil  today,  and  we  are  going 
to  keep  it  that  way. 

But  the  progress  we  have  made  in  the  last  2  years  is  not  what  we  need  or  want, 
but  it  is  the  foundation  from  which  we  can  build.  And  in  the  next  4  years,  with 
your  support,  we  can  build  those  things  that  will  give  to  all  of  us — you  in 
Oregon  and  all  of  the  215  million  Americans  in  40  other  States — the  quality  of 
life  that  is  so  essential,  not  only  for  us  but  those  to  follow.  And  I  pledge  to 
you  that  in  the  next  4  years,  we  will  do  better  than  we  have  done,  and  you  will 
be  proud  of  America,  as  I  am. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke   at  3:50   p.m.   in   the  Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  and  Mrs.  Tom  McCall, 

Parkman  Room  at  the  Sheraton -Portland  Hotel.  In  wife  of  Governor  Tom  McCall  of  Oregon  1967-75. 

his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Senators  Bob  As  printed  above,  this  item  follovi^s  the  text  of 

Pack  wood    and    Mark    O.    Hatfield,    Representative  the  White  House  press  release. 
Edith  Green  of  Oregon  1955-75,  cochairman  of  the 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and-Answer  Session  in  Portland 
With  Members  of  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters. 
October  25,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very  much,  Vince  Wasilewski.  I've  learned  a  little  Polish  in  the 
last  itw  days.  \Laughter'\ 

Well,  it's  great  to  be  back  in  Oregon  with  so  many  good  friends,  and  I 
feel  very  self-conscious  after  hearing  the  wonderful  observations  and  comments 
and  endorsement  by  Edith  and  the  humor  of  your  former  Governor  Tom  McCall 
and  the  fine  comments  made  by  Bob  Packwood. 

I  just  want  to  say  to  you  that  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  be  here  in  Oregon.  And 
Edith  hasn't  asked  me  for  any  comments  I  might  make  about  the  debates,  but 
I  have  made  the  observation  that  I  think  they  would  be  better  if  Jimmy  Carter 
answered  the  questions  and  I  questioned  my  answers.  [Laughter'] 

Well,  thank  you  for  the  invitation  to  be  here  and  participate  in  this  regional 
conference.  I  would  greatly  prefer  the  opportunity  to  just  respond  to  your 
questions. 

I  have  a  very  brief  statement. 

Just  one  week  from  tomorrow  about  215  million  Americans,  and  roughly  150 
out  of  that  215  have  an  opportunity  to  vote — tragically,  it's  indicated  that  no  more 
than  50  percent  of  those  eligible  will  vote.  But  I  hope  and  trust  in  the  remaining 
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8  days  that,  through  your  ejfforts  and  the  efforts  of  my  opponent  and  myself,  we 
can  stimulate  a  greater  participation. 

I  think  it's  one  of  the  most  crucial  campaigns  in  at  least  my  lifetime.  The 
impact  that  all  of  you  can  have  in  stimulating  participation  can  be  very  sig- 
nificant. Your  coverage,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe,  w^hether  it's  locally 
or  by  the  netvs^orks,  has  been  fair,  evenhanded. 

It's  also  true  that  there's  an  abnormal  number  of  undecideds.  It's  my  job 
and  that  of  my  opponent  to  try  and  persuade  that  very  significant  element  to 
participate  and  to  make  a  decision. 

I'm  a  little  prejudiced  as  to  w^here  I  hope  they  cast  their  final  ballot,  but  it's 
my  job  and  that  of  my  opponent  to  point  out  the  very  fundamental  differences 
that  I  think  exist  betv^een  v^hat  he  intends  to  do  if  he  w^ere  President — both 
domestically  and  internationally— and  v^hat  I  will  do  following  the  2  years  that 
I've  had  the  privilege  of  being  your  President. 

The  American  people  really  in  the  past,  I  think,  have  used  exceptionally  good 
judgment,  and  I  have  great  faith  that  in  the  next  8  days  there  will  be  decisions 
made  by  them  that  will  point  the  direction  in  which  this  country  goes. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  I  can  be  persuasive  in  giving  them  the  option  that  I 
offer  of  the  kind  of  programs  we've  had  as  a  foundation  for  a  better  America 
in  the  next  4  years,  leading  into  our  third  century  of  America's  great  history. 

With  that,  I'll  be  very  glad  to  respond  to  any  questions. 

Q.  My  question  for  you  today,  sir,  is,  how  do  you  feel  the  broadcasters  have 
treated  you  during  the  election  campaign? 

The  President.  I  say  with  great  sincerity  that  I  feel  the  broadcasters  have  been 
fair,  evenhanded.  I  might  have  changed  a  little  story  here  and  there.  [Laughter] 
As  I've  said,  I've  made  a  mistake  or  two,  but  overall  I  think  the  electronic 
news  media  has  handled  this  election  with  great  fairness,  great  equity,  and  in  the 
highest  tradition  of  your  profession. 

Q.  Washington,  Oregon,  and  Montana  are  three  States — among  about  19,  I 
believe — that  have  initiated  ballot  measures  regarding  nuclear  energy.  The  pro- 
ponents believe  we  need  more  rigid  controls  on  nuclear  powerplants,  and  the 
opponents  believe  the  measures  will  stop  further  growth  of  nuclear  power. 

What  is  your  recommendation  to  the  voters  of  these  States  regarding  nuclear 
power  as  a  future  source  of  energy  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I'm  not  a  voter  in  Oregon  or  any  of  the  other  States 
where  that  issue  is  on  the  agenda,  but  let  me  give  you  my  personal  feelings  con- 
cerning the  role  of  nuclear  energy. 

As  this  country  faces  the  tremendous  task  of  trying  to  meet  certain  goals  by 
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1985 — where  we  must  have  a  much  higher  degree  of  energy  independence  than 
we  have  today — as  you  look  at  the  potential  sources  of  energy  that  we  have  in 
the  United  States,  if  we're  going  to  make  ourselves  more  invulnerable  between 
now  and  1985  against  any  Arab  oil  boycott,  nuclear  energy  has  to  play  a  sig- 
nificant part.  But  I,  at  this  point,  like  to  emphasize  that  nuclear  energy  utiliza- 
tion must  have  the  highest  safety  standards  possible  that  our  scientific  genius 
can  give  us. 

Now,  since  I've  been  President,  we  have  significantly  increased  our  research 
and  development  funds  in  the  energy  resource  and  development  agency  so  that 
by  whatever  means  we  can  scientifically,  we  can  increase  that  safety  factor. 

But  I  would  like  to  add  this  parenthetically:  The  statement  I  make  on  nuclear 
energy  I  make  in  Washington,  D.C.,  I  made  it  in  California  in  May,  and  I 
make  it  in  Oregon  today.  It  doesn't  change.  Nuclear  energy  is  an  important,  sig- 
nificant part  of  our  overall  energy  program  and,  therefore,  with  adequate  safety 
and  adequate  safeguards,  I  think  that  we  must  have  in  Oregon  and  the  other 
49  States  a  nuclear  energy  program. 

Q.  First,  I  commend  you  on  being  able  to  pronounce  the  name  Oregon  prop- 
erly. [Laughter]  We  are  very  proud  as  broadcasters  for  having  been  able  to  bring 
debates  to  the  public  and  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  public  to  see  both  you 
and  your  opponent.  We  would  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  would  support  the 
permanent  or  regular  removal  of  the  problems  of  315  ^  on  Presidential  debates 
in  the  future  in  order  that  they  can  be  held  without  the  exigencies  and  the  burden 
that  was  previously  employed  by  that  act. 

Secondly,  would  you  also  suggest  removal  of  315  for  other  debates  at  other 
levels  so  that  we  could  take  another  step  forward  on  the  first  amendment  rights  ? 

The  President.  This  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  give  any  pat  answer  to,  and 
I  think  you  and  this  industry  recognize  it  probably  better  than  1. 1  believe  in  free 
debate  among  political  candidates  at  all  levels. 

When  I  was  a  candidate  on  13  occasions  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  I 
either  challenged  my  opponent,  when  I  first  ran  against  an  incumbent,  or  I 
accepted  a  challenge  whenever  an  opponent  challenged  me  in  the  succeeding 
12  elections.  And  as  you  know,  I  challenged  Mr.  Carter  to  the  debates  that  we've 
had  this  year. 

I  think  they  should  be  institutionalized  in  our  American  political  system.  Now, 
how  you  can  do  it  in  a  legislative  way  without  precluding  candidates  who  might 
have  a  legitimate  reason  to  be  a  participant,  that's  one  problem;  the  other,  I 


^  Section  3 1 5  of  Title  47  of  the  United  States  Code  requires  that  legally  qualified  candidates  for  public 
office  be  afforded  equal  opportunities  in  the  use  of  a  broadcasting  station. 
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understand  in  some  States  there  are  as  many  as  19  Presidential  candidates  who 
are  legitimately  on  the  ballot  in  some  States. 

So,  the  conflicts  that  you  run  into  are  almost  insoluble.  I  think  if  I  had  a 
choice,  I  would  leave  it  up  to  the  good  judgment  of  those  that  h^ve  the  respon- 
sibility in  the  electronic  media  to  use  how  they  think  the  airways  ought  to  be 
used.  I've  never  seen  that  abused  where  it  has  been  given  some  flexibility.  So 
if  315  has  to  amended  to  put  more  burden  on  you,  more  responsibility  on  you— 
a  responsibility  that  I  think  youVe  handled  well — I  would  favor  it. 

Q.  If  we  call  have  the  burden,  we'll  take  the  responsibiUty. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  have  an  easy  question  for  you,  I  believe.  Of  our  two  indus- 
tries, radio  and  television,  television  gets  much  of  the  glamour,  but  as  a  radio 
broadcaster  I  know  most  people  in  my  town  start  their  day  with  their  radio. 
Sir,  I  would  like  to  know,  on  an  average  day^and  I  realize  the  past  few  have  not 
been  average  for  you — ^how  do  you  start  your  day?  How  much  tinie  do  you 
spend  with  radio,  sir  ?  [Laughter] 

The  President.  What  was  the  last  ?  I  didn't  hear  that. 

Q.  How  much  time  do  you  spend  with  radio?  Is  radio  important  in  your 
day? 

The  President.  Well,  I  usually  get  up  about  5:15  in  the  morning.  I  spend  a 
couple  of  hours  reading  the  Washington  Post  and  the  New  York  Times  and  a 
daily  news  summary  and  my  intelligence  briefing.  And  I  usually  do  a  little 
exercising  to  try  and  keep  in  reasonable  shape. 

I  get  to  the  office  roughly  7:30,  quarter  of  8.  While  I  am  reading  in  the 
morning  before  breakfast,  I  either  have  the  radio  on,  if  television  isn't  on,  or  I 
have  the  television  on  while  Vvn.— [laughter] — I  have  the  television  on  while  I'm 
eating  breakfast.  But  I  think  it's  a  very  important  part  of  the  first  2, 2^  hours  of 
the  day:  one,  to  get  the  news  as  it  comes  in  two  of  the  major  newspapers  in  the 
East  and  the  news  summary  that  I  get,  plus  the  up-to-date  news  that  comes  early 
in  the  morning  with  radio  first  and  television  second.  I  wouldn't  try  to  balance 
them  in  minutes,  but  I'm  the  beneficiary  of  both. 

Q.  This  may  seem  like  a  broadcaster  question,  but  it's  really  a  public  interest 
one  in  a  way,  and  I  know  you're  a  sports  fan.  We've  had  a  recent  example  here  of 
where  Home  Box  Office,  a  pay  cable  organization,  was  able  to  outbid  local 
stations  or  an  interested  network  in  the  NIT  tournaments.  And  in  a  very  short 
period  of  time  it's  estimated — perhaps  in  2  or  3  years— pay  cable  is  going  to 
be  able,  due  to  its  affluence  and  income,  to  outbid  networks  and  local  stations 
for  much  of  the  top  and  choice  programing,  including  sports.  And  I'd  like  to 
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ask  you  what  your  view  is  on  the  siphoning  of  free  broadcast  programing  to 
pay  cable? 

The  President,  Well,  it's  my  recollection  that  I  just  signed  a  bill  within  the 
last  week  that  in  effect  had  an  agreed  solution  as  far  as  cable  television  taking 
some  of  the  programs  from  some  of  the  networks  that  are  now  handling  our 
sports  programs.  The  copyright  legislation  which  Edith  and  I,  along  with 
Wendell  Wyatt — who  I  think  is  here — Vm  sure  can  remember  the  debate  that 
Dick  Poff  and  Manny  Celler  ^  and  others  had  about  7  or  8  years  ago.  But  it's  my 
understanding  in  the  bill  that  I  signed  there  is  an  agreed  resolution  of  how  that 
problem  between  regular  broadcasters  and  cable  people  will  handle  the  picking 
up  of  programs.  Am  I  wrong  in  that  ? 

Mr.  Wasilewski.  Unfortunately,  sir,  it  does  not  apply. 

Q.  I  guess  perhaps  your  general  view  about  pay  cable,  highest  price  to  the 
smallest  market,  you  know,  the  philosophy  of  it. 

The  President.  Well,  I  love  sports  broadcasts,  and  anything  that  takes  that 
away  from  me  as  a  viewer  or  listener,  I'm  going  to  raise  the  devil  about  it. 
[Laughter] 

Q.  Broadcasters  have  been  working  for  an  increase  from  3  years  to  5  years  for 
license  renewal  periods.  I  wonder  if  you  would  comment  on  this  longer  license 
renewal  period. 

The  President.  As  I  recall,  Congressman  Jim  Broyhill  of  North  Carolina 
has  been  sponsoring  the  extension  from  3  to  5  years.  I  have  supported  that 
proposal.  I  think  it's  in  the  interest  of  the  industry  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  as  a  whole. 

Q.  Many  of  us  have  applauded  your  efforts  and  your  speeches  on  the  general 
area  of  deregulation.  When  you  are  elected  President,  will  you  support  the 
proposals  to  deregulate  the  radio  and  television  stations  in  this  industry  ? 

The  President.  I  did  not  submit  to  the  Congress  any  deregulation  legislation 
in  this  area.  I  did  submit  to  the  Congress  regulatory  reform  in  the  trucking, 
the  airline,  and  the  railroads.  I  am  not  familiar  with  any  specific  legislation — at 
least  none  has  come  to  my  attention  from  my  staff — for  any  deregulation  of  this 
industry  by  the  Federal  Communications  Commission. 

Until  I  see  what  such  proposals  might  be,  what  impact  such  proposals  might 
have,  I  think  the  current  circumstance,  with  the  exception  of  going  from  a  3- 
to  a  5-year  license  period,  I  think  the  situation  has  been  reasonably  well 


*U.S.  Representatives  Edith  Green  of  Oregon  1955-75,  Wendell  Wyatt  of  Oregon  1965-75,  Richard  H. 
Poff  of  Virginia  1953-73,  and  Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York  1922-73. 
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handled.  So,  witfiout  having  more  information,  I  think  it  would  be  premature 
and  unwise  for  me  to  make  an  off-the-cuff  comment. 

I  would  welcome  recommendations  from  your  industry,  and  I'm  sure  that 
Vince  and  all  of  you  will  see  to  it  that  I  hear  about  it.  [Laughter^ 

Q.  As  a  past  member  of  the  NAB  Television  Board,  I  would  like  to  ask  you, 
do  you  think  the  family  viewing  hour  concept  has  been  good  for  national 
television,  and  do  you  favor  more  industry  self-regulation  as  opposed  to  Govern- 
ment regulation  ? 

The  President.  To  answer  the  last  question  first,  I  strongly  feel  that  self- 
regulation  is  infinitely  preferable  to  Government  regulation,  period. 

Since  our  children  are  now  grown  up,  and  we  don't  have  any  grandchildren 
yet,  and  since  I  seldom  get  back  to  the  residence  to  watch  any  programs  imtil 
about  8,  8:30,  I'm  really  not  the  best  judge  of  how  the  programs  have  been 
going.  But,  believe  me,  the  impression  I  get  is  that  the  honest,  bona  fide  efforts 
to  take  this  period  of  time  and  focus  it  in  a  wholesome  direction,  in  a  self- 
regulatory  way,  I  wholly  applaud.  And  I've  heard  minimal  complaints  about  the 
way  it  has  been  done. 

Q.  It  has  been  reported  recently  that  Mr.  Carter  would  make  his  first  appoint- 
ment to  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  from  the  ranks  of  the  Ralph 
Nader  ^  group.  Do  you  have  some  feelings  along  those  lines?  [Laughter'] 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  we  could  find  a  more  objective  person — 
[laughter] — than  somebody  that  comes  from  that  organization.  I'm  proud  of 
the  appointments  that  I've  made  to  the  various  regulatory  agencies.  I'm  proud  of 
the  person  that  I  selected  to  be  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court.  We  picked  in 
that  case — and  I  use  it  as  an  illustration — a  person  who  was  fully  qualified  legally, 
who  was  overwhelmingly  approved  by  a  potentially  very  critical  United  States 
Senate,  dominated  by  individuals  who  are  perhaps  much  more  liberal  than  I. 

But  Circuit  Court  [Judge]  John  Paul  Stevens  was  an  outstanding  jurist,  and 
he  was  overwhelmingly  approved.  And  for  the  first  vacancy  in  the  FCC,  I  would 
seek  to  appoint  somebody  of  that  same  caliber  in  this  particular  field.  I  don't 
think  we  ought  to  pull  somebody  out  of  a  certain  segment  of  our  society  just  to 
perhaps  show  off  a  bit. 

Q.  Several  months  ago  a  member  of  your  staff,  Mr.  Paul  MacAvoy,^  issued  a 
proposal  which  was  so  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  cable  television  that  it  has 
caused  serious  concern  among  broadcasters.  May  I  ask  whether  you  endorse  Mr. 


®  Consumer  activist  and  a  trustee  of  Public  Citizens,  Inc. 
*  Member,  Council  of  Economic  Advisers. 
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MacAvoy's  proposal  and  whether  its  goals  will  receive  your  active  support  if 
you  are  elected  ? 

The  President.  Well,  that  report  came  to  me  roughly  3  or  4  months  ago,  as  I 
recollect.  I  was  not  satisfied  with  that  report.  I  told  the  group  to  go  back  and  to 
reevaluate  the  overall  situation  and  to  report  back  to  me  when  they  had,  in  my 
opinion,  made  recommendations  that  I  felt  were  more  in  line  with  my  own 
views.  That  group  has  not  yet  reported  back  to  me— and  I  can't  tell  you  when 
they  will— but  I  did  not  approve  of  the  one  that  was  submitted  to  me. 

Q.  What  future  role  do  you  see  for  the  Office  of  Telecommunications  Policy 
under  your  continuing  leadership? 

The  President.  The  Office  of  Telecommunications  is  currently  more  or  less 
the  telecommunication  adviser  to  the  President  himself.  There  is  a  division  of 
opinion  in  die  administration.  One  group  advises  me  that  it  ought  to  be  folded 
into  a  reasonably  comparable  unit  within  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the 
feeling  being  that  those  two  were  duplicating  one  another.  Others  feel  that  the 
Office  of  Telecommunications  ought  to  be  maintained  as  the  communications 
adviser  to  the  President,  and  probably  expanded' in  some  respects. 

I  anticipate  that  between  now  and  January  I  will  make  a  decision,  and  I  ex- 
pect to  have  an  option  paper  from  the  two  differing  views  within  the  adminis- 
tration. I  don't  think  it's  proper  for  me  to  make  that  judgment  today,  pre- 
empting the  hard  work  that  I  know  both  are  doing.  But  I  will  make  a  judg- 
ment before  January  and  make  that  recommendation  to  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Wasilewski.  Mr.  President,  I  think  your  schedule  is 

The  President.  Let  me  take  three  more.  I'm  enjoying  this. 

Q.  Past  administrations  have  been  highly  critical  of  our  free  enterprise  broad- 
cast system.  And  since  you've  had  the  opportunity  in  your  world  travels  to  see 
how  other  countries  operate  theirs,  how  would  you  compare  our  system  to  theirs  ? 

The  President.  Well,  my  observations  in  the  numerous  foreign  countries 
that  I  have  visited — it's  my  strong  conviction  that  our  radio-television  system 
here  is  far  preferable  to  what  I've  seen  overseas.  On  the  other  hand,  I  think  it's 
proper  for  me  to  say  that  I  have  given  more  support,  financially  and  other- 
wise, to  public  broadcasting  than  any  other  President.  I  think  public  broad- 
casting plays  a  very  important  role  in  our  society,  and  I  am  pleased  with  the 
management  and  the  content  that  I've  personally  observed. 

But  I  think  we  basically  want  the  free  enterprise  part  of  broadcasting  to  con- 
tinue its  very  vital  role,  and  I  would  vigorously  oppose  any  nationalization  of  the 
electronic  media  in  this  country.  Competition  from  public  broadcasting  is 
healthy,  and  it  performs  a  certain  function.  But  to  have  a  totally  monopolistic 


2691 


[964]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  25 

electronic  situation  in  this  country  would  be  an  anathema  to  me,  and  I  would 
vigorously  oppose  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  broadcasters  might  gain  equal  status  with  the  print 
media  as  far  as  the  fairness  doctrine  is  concerned,  at  least  some  time  in  the 
near  future? 

The  President.  Will  you  repeat  that  again,  please?  You're  getting  me  in  the 
midst  here.  I  like  them  all.  [Laughter] 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  broadcasters  might  gain  equal  status  with  the  print 
media  as  far  as  the  fairness  doctrine  is  concerned,  at  least  some  time  in  the  near 
future? 

The  President.  Well,  in  all  honesty,  when  I  say  I  feel  friendly  toward  the 
news  media,  period — and  that's  all-encompassing— I  do.  I  don't  always  like  every 
story  I  hear  or  every  comment  made  on  radio  or  television,  but  I've  always 
adopted  the  feeling  that  I  had  a  job  to  do  in  the  Congress  as  minority  leader  or  as 
President,  and  I  hope  they  understood  my  responsibilities. 

In  turn,  I  understand  that  they  have  a  responsibility — a  responsibility  to  the 
public,  a  responsibility  to  their  employer — and  I've  always  felt  that  they 
performed  very  admirably.  Don't  get  me  in-between  who  is  the  best  or  the 
worst  between  the  electronic  and  the  writing  press.  I  got  enough  troubles 
without  that.  [Laughter'] 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:24  p.m.  in  the  West  chairman  of  the  Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  and 

Ballroom  at  the  Sheraton-Portland  Hotel  at  the  asso-  Senator  Bob  Packwood. 

ciation's  Northwest  regional  meeting.  In  his  opening  Following  the   question-and-answer  session,   the 

remarks,  he  referred  to  Vincent  Wasilewski,  presi-  President  met  privately  in   the  Washington  Room 

dent  of  the  National   Association  of  Broadcasters,  with  Oregon  labor  leaders. 

Representative  Edith  Green  of  Oregon  1955--75,  co- 

965 

Exchange  With  Reporters   on  Departure  From   Portland, 
Oregon.     October  25,  1976 

I  JUST  thought  we  might  take  a  minute  to  answer  some  of  your  questions  be- 
fore we  take  oS  for  Pittsburgh.  We  have  had  a  wonderful  2  days  in  CaUfornia, 
Washington,  and  now  in  Oregon.  We  are  very  optimistic.  We  think  the  mo- 
mentum is  going  with  us.  We  are  going  to  surprise  some  people.  And  to  stop 
here  in  Oregon,  with  Edith  and  all  the  others  who  came  forward  and  indicated 
their  support,  just  makes  this  stop  a  wonderful  one  and  a  very  fine  last  few  days. 

So,  if  you  have  any  questions,  go  ahead. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  are  you  surprised  to  be  finding  yourself  running 
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literally  neck-and-neck  with  Jimmy  Carter  at  this  late  stage  in  the  campaign,  and 
are  you  confident  of  turning  it  around  in  1  week  ? 

The  President.  When  you  look  back  before  our  convention  in  Kansas  City, 
where  we  were  33  points  behind  nationally,  and  now  we  are  virtually  neck-and- 
neck.  I  think  we  are  going  to  win  because  we  have  the  momentum  going  with 
us.  I  think  it  proves  the  American  people  support  what  we  have  done  in  the 
last  2  years  and  know  that  from  that  foundation  we  can  build  a  better  America 
in  the  next  4.  So,  I  am  just  very,  very  thankful  for  the  support  we  are  getting 
from  people  all  over  the  country. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  our  Senator  was  warned  that  if  the  nuclear  initiative  should 
pass  this  State  or  other  ones,  that  the  Federal  Government  might  intervene, 
we  might  see  the  Congress  stepping  in  to  tell  the  States  to  build  nuclear 
plants  anyway.  Do  you  foresee  that  happening? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  pass  judgment  on  anything  of  that  kind* 
I  expressed  myself  this  afternoon  that  I  believe  nuclear  energy  is  a  very  important 
ingredient  in  our  effort  to  become  energy  independent  by  1985.  At  the  same 
time,  I  fully  recognize  that  we  must  and  we  will  maximize  our  efforts  to  achieve 
safety  in  the  development  and  the  implementation  of  a  nuclear  energy  program. 

Our  scientific  efforts  are  superb  in  this  country.  The  best  recognition,  I  think, 
is  the  fact  that  we  won  seven  of  the  Nobel  prizes,  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
those  prizes  that  one  nation  had  a  sweep.  As  I  recall,  three  or  four  of  those  peo- 
ple were  nuclear  experts.  So,  we  are  going  to  get  safety,  we  are  going  to  have 
adequate  safeguards,  and  we  are  going  to  get  nuclear  power.  I  think  it  will  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  young  lady  back  there. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  a  comprehensive  health  care  program  is  imminent,  and 
if  you  do,  can  you  talk  about  what  form  you  think  it  will  take  ? 

The  President.  Mr.  Carter  has  embraced  comprehensive  mandatory  national 
health  insurance.  I  think  there  is  a  better  answer.  I  feel  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, with  the  kind  of  recommendation  that  I  have  made  for  catastrophic  health 
insurance  for  the  individuals  in  our  senior  citizen  area — they  need  catastrophic 
health  insurance,  and  I  am  going  to  get  the  Congress  to  do  something  about  it 
in  the  next  session. 

But  I  don't  think  we  should  federalize  health  care,  as  Mr.  Carter  proposes 
to  do.  I  don't  think  that  is  the  right  answer.  It  hasn't  worked  in  the  countries 
around  the  world  where  they  have  tried  it  on  a  mandatory  basis.  I  think  there 
is  a  better  answer,  and  the  one  I  propose  is  the  best  one. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  could  I  ask  you  again  the  question  that  I  asked  you  earlier 
in  the  day  ? 

The  President.  Of  course,  Phil  [Philip  H.  Jones,  CBS  News]. 

Q.  Why  have  you  stopped  attacking  Jimmy  Carter  by  name,  as  you  were  doing 
just  a  few  days  ago,  or  before  the  last  debate  ?  Have  you  stopped  because  you 
found  it  was  backfiring  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all.  We  found  that  his  programs  were  not  catching 
on.  We  found  that  our  affirmative  approach  was  making  significant  headway, 
and  when  you  are  doing  the  right  thing  by  talking  about  programs  that  the 
public  supports — peace,  restoration  of  trust,  and  a  healthier  economy — the  people 
support  it.  Why  should  I  bother  about  the  programs  the  public  is  apparently 
turning  down  that  he  recommends  ? 

Q.  So,  from  now  on  you  are  not  going  to  attack  Jimmy  Carter  by  name  in  the 
rest  of  the  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  am  not  going  to  go  that  far.  There  may  be  some  slip  or  some 
mistake  that  he  is  prone  to  make,  and  if  he  does,  I  will  remind  the  American 
people  of  it  so  I  can  get  the  press  to  do  the  same. 

Q.  But  no  more  of  this  waffler  and  all  this  other  business  that  you  were  calling 
him  just  a  few  days  ago  ? 

The  President.  I  said  we  were  going  to  be  very  affirmative,  Phil,  and  I  hope 
that  the  American  people  will  do  as  I  think  they  are  doing — they  are  going  to 
accept  and  endorse  and  embrace  the  affirmative  Ford  programs,  and  the  polls 
show  we  are  doing  real  well. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  on  your  schedule,  I  believe  you  were  to  meet  with  a  bunch 
of  labor  leaders  from  Oregon  here  at  5  o'clock.  Did  you,  in  fact,  meet  with  them  ? 
There  were  some  reports  that  none  of  them  showed  up. 

The  President.  It  is  my  understanding  that  for  various  reasons  which  you 
ought  to  ask  them,  they  were  not  available. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  with  any  labor  leaders  while  you  were  here  ? 

The  President.  You  would  be  very  pleased  to  know,  I  am  sure,  that  Tom 
Murphy,  the  head  of  the  Bricklayers  [International  Union  of  Bricklayers  and 
Allied  Craftsmen],  a  week  or  so  ago,  endorsed  the  Ford  candidacy.  He  is  the 
head  of  the  international  group. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  meet  with  any  of  the  important  leaders  ? 

The  President.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  the  last-minute  saturation  campaign  on  TV  and  on  radio 
that  you  are  conducting,  do  you  think  this  is  a  last-ditch  attempt  to  gain  the 
momentum  that  you  need,  or  was  this  planned  all  along  ? 
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The  President.  This  was  a  well-planned  campaign,  and  we  followed  the  pro- 
gram that  we  outlined  after  Kansas  City  almost  precisely.  And  we  are  now  uti- 
lizing the  legal  resources  the  way  we  thought  they  could  best  be  utilized.  And 
I  think  they  are  going  to  be  effective,  because  we  have  good  television  advertise- 
ments, they  are  all  affirmative. 

Our  campaign  strategy  was  decided  right  after  Kansas  City.  It  is  working,  as 
we  have  gone  from  a  deficit  of  33  points  around  the  country.  So,  we  are  neck- 
and-neck,  and  we  have  the  momentum,  and  I  would  rather  win  in  the  fourth 
quarter  than  be  ahead  in  the  first. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  appear  with  Ronald  Reagan  at  any  time  during  this  Far 
West  campaign  ? 

The  President.  Because  he  had  other  commitments,  I  think  there  was  a 
telegram  which  I  understand 

Q.  Some  of  your  aides  said  they  didn't  believe  that  excuse,  that  they  felt  that 
he  was  up  at  his  ranch  forming  another  party  so  if  you  lose  on  November  2, 
he  can  come  out. 

The  President.  Oh,  you  are  in  a  very  disagreeable  mood  today.  [Laughter] 
And  you  are  such  a  nice  guy.  Why  are  you  so  disagreeable  today? 

Q.  You  don't  have  any  suspicions  ? 

The  President.  Not  at  all,  because  I  called  him  and  talked  to  him  the  day 
before,  and  he  had  a  longstanding  commitment  and  he  made  the  suggestion 
himself — 

Q.  That  he  not  be  on  the  show  with  you  ? 

The  President.  That  he  could  not  break  these  irrevocable  commitments.  And 
he  made  the  suggestion  that  he  would  send  a  telegram,  which  he  did  which  was 
circulated  with  the  press.  And  I  talked  to  him  personally.  So,  I  know  precisely 
what  his  plans  were,  how  firm  those  commitments  were,  and  he  made  the 
suggestion  to  send  the  telegram. 

Gosh,  Phil. 

Q.  You  believe  him  ? 

The  President.  Oh,  don't  be  so  disagreeable. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  be  inclined  to  go  to  Texas  if  you  had  a  choice  ? 

The  President.  We  hope  to  go  to  Texas  before  November  2. 

Q.  Would  you  invite  Governor  Connally  to  share  the  trip  with  you  ? 

The  President.  I  would  certainly  hope  that  he  would.  And  I  know  from  the 
last  trip  to  Texas  that  John  Connally  is  doing  110  percent  on  behalf  of  President 
Ford  and  Bob  Dole,  so  I  am  confident  that  unless  he  has  some  other  commit- 
ments that  make  it  impossible,  that  John  Connally  will  be  on  the  program. 


2695 


[965]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  25 

Can  you  imagine  a  better  team — Garagiola,  Connally,  and  Green  ?  ^  Man, 
that  will  be  something. 

Yes,  Dick  ?  [Richard  Growald,  United  Press  International.] 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  Jimmy  Carter  was  hiding  out  down  in  Plains  this 
weekend  ? 

The  Pr£sident.  Well,  if  he  was  hiding  in  Plains,  I  understand  that  Helen 
Thomas  [United  Press  International]  found  him.  [Laughter]  I  understand  she 
asked  him  a  few  very  pertinent  questions,  which  I  know  Helen  can  be  real 
tough.  I  am  glad  she  is  down  there  helping  his  cause. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:20  p.m.  at  the  Port-  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

land  International  Airport.  the  White  House  press  release. 
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Radio  Address  on  Taxes.     October  26,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING.  I  would  like  to  talk  with  you  this  morning,  as  this  year's 
campaign  nears  its  end,  about  a  subject  that  is  very  much  on  the  minds  of  most 
American  families — taxes.  As  I  have  traveled  around  our  country  in  recent 
weeks,  people  have  told  me,  Mr.  President,  things  are  going  well.  America  is 
going  back  to  work.  There  is  a  new  spirit  of  confidence  in  our  land.  But  there 
is  one  problem  that  is  bothering  us  very  much — the  heavy  burden  of  taxes. 

I  completely  sympathize  with  this  feeling.  And  I  have  tried  to  do  something 
about  it.  I  asked  Congress  to  cut  taxes  this  year  at  a  rate  that  would  have  put  an 
extra  $200  in  the  pocket  of  the  average  American  family.  But  Congress  turned 
me  down.  Next  year,  with  the  mandate  of  your  votes  behind  me,  I  will  go  back 
after  them  again — arid  this  time  we  will  succeed. 

I  want  to  cut  taxes,  not  simply  because  I  want  American  taxpayers  to  be  able 
to  keep  more  of  their  hard-earned  dollars  but  also  because  more  mOhey  for  the 
American  consumer  means  more  growth  for  the  American  economy — which  in 
turn  means  more  jobs,  higher  return  on  investments,  and  greater  prosperity  for 
all  of  us. 

Federal  income  tax  payments  per  capita  have  gone  up  more  than  five  times 
since  1950 — more  than  twice  the  rate  of  inflation.  This  means  that  we  taxpayers 
are  giving  more  and  more  of  our  dollars  to  the  Federal  treasury — dollars  that  we 
could  otherwise  be  using  for  ourselves  and  our  families. 


^Joe  Garagiola,  NBC  sports  commentator;  John  B.  Connally,  Governor  of  Texas  1963-69  and  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  1971-72;  and  Edith  Green,  Representative  from  Oregon  1955-75  and  cochairman  of  the 


Citizens  for  Ford  Committee. 
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Of  course,  when  I  asked  Congress  to  cut  taxes,  I  linked  that  request  to  a  match- 
ing cut  in  Federal  spending.  Reducing  taxes  while  continuing  to  increase 
spending  is  nothing  but  a  cruel  illusion.  Money  for  that  added  spending  must 
conie  from  somewhere.  If  it  does  not  come  from  taxes,  then  it  must  come  from 
inflation — the  harshest  and  most  unfair  tax  of  all.  By  standing  up  to  Congress 
against  increased  Federal  spending,  I  have  at  least  been  able  to  preserve  the 
tax  reduction  that  we  put  through  last  year.  The  opposition  party,  in  contrast, 
has  promised  new  programs  calling  for  huge  increases  in  Federal  spending 
during  the  next  4  years. 

The  total  cost  of  these  programs  would  be  about  $200  billion — requiring  a 
50-percent  increase  in  Federal  taxes.  Just  four  key  programs  promised  in  the 
Democratic  platform,  including  the  Humphrey-Hawkins  Federal  jobs  bill, 
would  cost  just  over  $100  billion. 

A  tax  increase  of  this  kind  would  not  only  place  an  unfair  burden  on  Ameri- 
can taxpayers,  it  would  wreck  our  economy — raking  off  funds  needed  for  in- 
vestment, driving  up  inflation,  causing  a  new  and  deeper  recession.  We  have 
seen  in  Britain  the  result  of  excessive  taxation  and  unwise  government  spend- 
ing— inflation,  recession,  economic  stagnation.  I  am  determined  to  prevent 
any  similar  fate  from  overtaking  our  own  country. 

We  Americans  have  always  been  prepared  to  pay  our  fair  share  of  the  costs 
of  maintaining  a  free  society.  We  know  that  taxes  are  not  going  to  go  away. 
But  we  also  know  that  taxes  pushed  too  high  become  a  threat  to  freedom  itself. 
The  time  has  come  to  take  a  stand.  Next  Tuesday,  with  your  help,  we  will  check 
the  growth  in  Government  spending,  and  pave  the  way  for  a  new  cut  in  Federal 
taxes. 

note:  The  President's  Remarks  were  recorded  for  The  text  of  the  address  was  released  at  Porriand, 

broadcast  over  the  Mutual  Radio  Network.  Oreg. 

967 

Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  With  Members  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Economic  Club  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 
October  26,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  Mr.  Burnham,  Mayor  Flaherty: 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  this  morning  to 
say  a  few  words  and  answer  a  few  questions  before  the  Pittsburgh  Economic 
Club.  Some  20  years  ago,  speaking  before  the  League  of  Women  Voters,  Presi- 
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dent  Eisenhower  was  asked  about  the  goals  of  the  United  States  foreign  policy. 
He  said,  and  I  quote,  "The  foreign  policy  of  our  Nation  is  not  difficult  to  state. 
We  are  for  peace — ^peace  first,  last  and  always." 

Today,  that  remains  the  central  purpose  of  every  American  foreign  policy. 
It  has  been  the  purpose  of  every  administration  since  I  went  to  Washington 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  In  fact,  looking  back  over  those  years 
through  the  terms  of  six  Presidents — three  Democrats  and  three  Republicans — 
you  will  find  that  while  the  emphasis  may  have  changed  from  one  adminis- 
tration to  another,  the  foundations  of  American  foreign  policy  have  remained 
essentially  the  same. 

There  have  been  some  misjudgments.  Sometimes  we  have  made  commit- 
ments that  exceeded  our  capabilities.  Sometimes  we  have  been  heavy-handed. 
But  the  record  of  achievement  far,  far  exceeds  that  of  failure. 

Throughout  my  time  as  President,  I  have  shaped  our  foreign  policy  accord- 
ing to  these  four  basic  principles:  First,  we  have  sought  to  maintain  America's 
unquestioned  military  strength.  Second,  we  have  tried  to  maintain  and  strength- 
en our  friendship  with  our  allies.  Third,  working  from  a  position  of  strength, 
we  have  sought  to  reduce  tensions  in  the  world  and  to  avert  the  threat  of  nuclear 
holocaust.  Finally,  we  have  tried  to  act  as  a  leader  and  as  a  peacemaker  in 
resolving  the  many  difficult  problems  that  have  arisen  within  a  community  of 
nations  that  has  been  constantly  expanding. 

There  is  no  better  testimony  of  the  wisdom  of  our  policies  than  the  fact  that 
today  America  is  at  peace.  Not  a  single  one  of  our  young  men  is  fighting  or  dy- 
ing on  any  foreign  battlefield.  The  draft  no  longer  hangs  over  the  head  of  our 
younger  generation. 

Today,  America  is  strong,  ready  to  meet  any  challenge  to  our  national 
security.  Our  relationsips  with  our  allies  have  never  been  better,  a  point  that  has 
been  echoed  repeatedly  as  leaders  of  other  nations  have  streamed  to  our  shores 
in  our  Bicentennial  celebration.  And  our  adversaries  respect  us,  they  respect 
our  commitment  to  freedom,  and  they  respect  the  strength  and  the  will  to 
protect  it. 

The  peace  that  exists  today  is  directly  related  to  our  collective  hard  work  and 
skillful  diplomacy,  and  I  am  very,  very  proud  of  what  we  have  accomplished. 
I  am  very  proud  to  be  the  first  President  since  Dwight  Eisenhower  to  seek  elec- 
tion with  America  at  peace. 

What  concerns  me  is  that  during  the  closing  weeks  of  this  Presidential  cam- 
paign, it  has  become  apparent  that  America  is  now  being  asked  by  my  opponent 
to  make  a  fundamental  change  in  the  direction  and  the  conduct  of  U.S.  foreign 


2698 


October  26  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [967] 

policy.  As  citizens  and  as  voters,  you  are  being  asked  to  decide  whether  you  wish 
to  build  on  the  great  traditions  of  American  foreign  policy,  the  policies  that  kept 
us  strong  and  at  peace,  or  whether  you  wish  to  break  from  these  traditions, 
venturing  into  the  unknown  with  a  doctrine  that  is  untested,  untried  and,  in 
my  view,  potentially  dangerous. 

This  doctrine  deviates — deviates  substantially — from  the  solid  principles  of 
bipartisan  foreign  and  defense  policies  of  the  last  30  years.  It  has  a  strong  flavor 
of  isolationism.  If  it  is  applied  in  practice  the  same  way  that  it  is  described  in 
campaign  oratory,  there  is  a  significant  risk  it  could  lead  to  major  international 
crises. 

Let  us  look  for  a  few  minutes  at  the  most  significant  differences  between  the 
policies  of  my  administration  and  those  that  are  offered  as  an  alternative.  During 
the  lYi  years  of  my  Presidency,  I  have  fought  hard  to  strengthen  our  national 
defense.  When  I  took  office  defense  spending  was  a  smaller  share  of  the  national 
budget  than  at  any  time  since  before  the  Korean  war.  We  were  at  the  razor's 
edge  in  defense  strength.  If  the  Congress  had  continued  cutting  our  defense 
budget,  we  would  assuredly  have  drifted  into  a  position  of  military  inferiority. 

One  of  the  most  significant  achievements  of  this  administration  is  that  we 
have  now  reversed  that  slide.  And  as  long  as  I  am  President  we  are  going  to 
have  an  Army,  a  Navy,  an  Air  Force,  and  a  Marine  Corps  that  are  unsurpassed 
in  military  capabiUty. 

I  know  it  is  very  costly.  As  President  Eisenhower  once  said,  and  I  quote,  "A 
good  defense  is  never  a  cheap  defense,"  end  quote.  But  for  the  sake  of  peace  and 
freedom  we  must  be  willing  to  make  the  sacrifices  that  maintain  America's 
military  might. 

Now  consider  the  alternative  that  is  being  offered  to  the  American  people  in 
this  election.  Instead  of  maintaining  our  military  strength,  the  alternative 
proposed  is  to  slash  billions  from  our  defense  budget,  stripping  us  not  of  waste 
but  of  military  muscle.  The  B-1  bomber  is  a  prime  example.  I  believe  it  is 
essential  to  our  security  to  go  forward  with  the  production  of  this  new  aircraft, 
which  has  met  and  surpassed  every  test  to  date.  It  would  replace  the  aging  B-52 
so  that  our  pilots  can  defend  America  in  an  aircraft  that  gives  us  a  reliable  capa- 
bility for  penetrating  improved  air  defense  systems  of  our  potential  adversaries. 

So,  the  differences  in  defense  spending  are  clear.  I  want  to  continue  a  course 
which  I  believe  will  keep  us  strong  and  free.  The  alternative  is  to  head  down  a 
road  which  could  raise  doubts  about  our  strength,  our  determination,  on  the 
part  of  our  friends  as  well  as  potential  adversaries. 

A  second  basic  principle  of  America's  policy  is  to  maintain  strong,  durable 
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relationships  with  our  alUes.  When  I  took  office,  America  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
constitutional  crisis.  We  were  still  suffering  from  the  bitterness  of  Vietnam,  and 
we  were  faced  with  a  deteriorating  economy.  The  world  was  watching  to  see  if 
we  could  recover.  They  knew  it  was  critical  to  their  own  future,  because  if 
America  became  mired  in  self-doubt,  then  the  peace  of  the  world  would  be 
jeopardized. 

And  I  am  very  proud  of  our  record  during  this  period  of  severe  testing.  We 
have  led  the  world  out  of  the  most  dangerous  recession  since  the  1930's,  and 
launched  our  economic  recovery  without  producing  another  round  of  devastat- 
ing inflation. 

The  economic  comeback  of  the  industrial  democracies  is  being  accomplished 
not  with  the  "beggar  thy  neighbor"  policies  of  the  1930's,  but  with  an  unprece- 
dented degree  of  cooperation,  as  witoessed  by  the  summit  meetings  in  France 
and  Puerto  Rico  of  the  leading  industrial  nations. 

In  Europe,  we  have  injected  new  vigor  into  the  Atlantic  Alliance.  We  have 
successfully  resisted  congressional  pressures  to  reduce  our  NATO  troop  com- 
mitments. We  have  worked  closely  with  our  allies  on  the  energy  crisis,  on  the 
nonproliferation  of  nuclear  weapons,  on  economic  policies,  and  on  coordinat- 
ing our  approaches  to  East-West  diplomacy.  The  alliance  in  Europe  has  never 
been  stronger. 

We  have  also  made  significant  progress  in  the  Middle  East.  The  United  States 
stands  staunchly  by  Israel,  supplying  in  just  2  years  over  40  percent  of  all  U.S. 
aid  to  that  country  since  its  founding  in  1948.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  earned 
the  respect  and  the  confidence  of  the  Arab  nations.  Today,  the  United  States 
is  the  only  major  leader  trusted  by  both  sides  in  the  Middle  East.  They  want 
our  leadership,  and  we  will  continue  to  provide  it. 

We  can  also  look  to  Asia  with  new  confidence  today.  We  now  enjoy  the 
strongest  links  ever  with  Japan.  This  was  symbolized  by  the  first  visit — the 
first  visit  ever — of  the  Emperor  to  the  United  States,  and  my  own  visit  to  his 
homeland,  the  first  visit  to  Japan  by  any  American  President. 

We  have  remained  steadfast  in  the  Korean  peninsula.  We  have  put  the  Viet- 
nam war  behind  us  in  a  way  which  has  protected  our  essential  interest  and  main- 
tained America's  respect  in  that  part  of  the  world.  We  have  opened  the  door  to 
better  relations  with  China. 

Now  let's  look  at  the  alternative  that  is  being  offered  in  this  election.  Instead 
of  holding  firm  in  Asia,  we  are  told  that  we  should  pull  our  troops  and  major 
weapons  systems  out  of  Korea — an  invitation  to  disaster,  not  only  there  but  in 
Japan  as  well. 
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In  Europe,  we  are  told  that  we  should  not  close  the  door  to  consultation  and 
friendship  with  the  Communist  leaders  of  Italy,  France,  and  Portugal.  I  am 
deeply  concerned  over  the  impact  that  such  an  approach  would  have  upon  the 
democratic  parties  that  have  for  decades  waged  a  struggle  to  preserve  freedom 
against  Communist  tyranny. 

In  the  Middle  East  the  alternative  appears  distinctly  hostile  to  our  friendship 
with  moderate  Arab  nations.  I  can  tell  you  from  experience  that  such  a  total 
departure  from  current  policies  could  drive  these  countries  into  the  arms  of 
the  Soviets,  threatening  the  stabiUty  of  the  area  and  eventually  inflicting 
enormous  harm  upon  the  very  country  that  it  purports  to  help — the  State  of 
Israel. 

Let  us  look  now  at  still  another  basic  principle  of  our  foreign  policy:  to  reduce 
tensions  with  our  adversaries  and  reduce  the  threat  of  nuclear  war.  Over  the  past 
2  years,  we  have  taken  significant  strides  down  the  path  toward  halting  and 
reversing  the  strategic  arms  spiral.  Early  in  my  administration  I  met  with  Gen- 
eral Secretary  Brezhnev  in  Vladivostok,  where  we  pledged  our  mutual  efforts 
to  reach  a  new  agreement  limiting  nuclear  armaments.  Today,  an  agreement 
embodying  the  Vladivostok  accords  is  90  percent  complete.  I  am  optimistic  that 
it  can  be  successfully  concluded  in  the  near  future  and  that  we  can  work  even 
further  for  reductions  in  nuclear  weapons.  When  that  agreement  is  reached,  the 
prospects  for  reducing  the  dangers  of  a  nuclear  holocaust  will  brighten  around 
the  world. 

But  let  us  never  forget,  American  Presidents  have  learned  that  tough  talk  by 
itself  is  insufficient.  It  is  too  easily  dismissed  as  bombast.  Our  rhetoric  must  be 
backed  by  substance,  a  strong  national  defense,  strong  alliances,  and  strong 
diplomacy. 

In  place  of  a  strong  defense,  the  alternative  called  for  in  this  election  is  a 
weakened  defense.  In  place  of  strong  alliances,  we  are  offered  troop  pullbacks 
and  sweeping  reviews  of  America's  commitments  to  its  allies.  In  place  of  the 
strategic  arms  agreement  at  Vladivostok— which  provides  for  equal  numbers  at 
a  level  requiring  Soviet  reduction— approximately  200— the  alternative  proposed 
is  a  freeze  at  current  levels.  This  major  step  backward  would  lock  us  into  force 
levels,  which  for  the  Soviet  Union  would  be  higher  than  agreed  to  at  Vladivostok 
and  for  the  United  States  significantly  lower. 

In  the  past,  American  Presidents  have  always  known  they  should  never  say  in 
advance  precisely  what  course  of  action  this  country  would  take  in  the  event 
of  an  international  crisis.  The  reason  for  such  an  approach  ought  to  be  very 
obvious.  When  a  potential  adversary  knows  what  you  will  and  won't  do  in 
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advance,  your  flexibility  is  limited  and  his  is  increased.  He  can  probe  with 
impunity  or  redirect  his  efforts  at  more  tempting  targets.  The  acquisition  of 
knowledge  about  such  intentions  in  advance  is  one  of  the  major  reasons  why 
countries  spend  vast  sums  of  money  for  intelligence  activities. 

Thus,  it  was  with  some  surprise  that  I  heard  a  specific  proposal  for  total 
economic  warfare  against  the  Arabs  in  the  event  of  another  embargo.  I  thought 
such  a  statement  of  a  specific  course  of  action  in  advance  was  a  singular  mistake 
which  once  made  would  not  be  repeated.  I  was,  therefore,  surprised  to  hear  him 
make  the  same  mistake  at  Williamsburg  in  an  ill-advised  comment  concerning 
what  he  might  or  might  not  do  if  the  future  security  of  Yugoslavia  was  threat- 
ened. Statements  of  this  kind — as  we  learned  over  25  years  ago — instead  of  serv- 
ing the  cause  of  peace  invite  conflict.  I  have  assumed  that  this  statement — and  I 
say  this  with  some  sorrow — simply  reflects  inexperience. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  even  though  America  is  at  peace  today,  we  must  rec- 
ognize that  we  continue  to  live  in  a  very  dangerous  world,  a  world  hostile  to 
freedom. 

Unrest  is  still  seething  in  many  parts  of  the  globe.  The  challenge  to  American 
diplomacy  during  the  next  4  years  will  be  equal  to  any  other  period  in  our  life- 
time. We  must  complete  negotiations  on  a  SALT  agreement  to  replace  the  cur- 
rent treaty,  which  expires  in  October  1977.  We  must  continue  our  efforts  to 
defuse  the  powder  keg  in  southern  Africa.  We  must  work  to  achieve  a  just,  stable 
peace  in  the  Middle  East.  We  must  restore  economic  prosperity.  We  must  deal 
intelligently  and  compassionately  with  the  new  agenda  of  world  issues,  such 
as  nuclear  proliferation,  economic  interdependence,  food,  energy,  pollution, 
and  growing  populations. 

We  can  succeed  in  these  tasks  only  if  we  remain  true  to  the  great  principles 
that  have  guided  United  States  foreign  policy  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century. 

This  is  not  a  time  to  weaken  our  defense,  to  refuse  to  equip  our  troops  with 
essential  new  weapons,  to  undermine  democratic  leaders  by  hinting  at  new 
relationships  with  Communist  leaders  in  Western  Europe,  to  withdraw  our 
troops  from  South  Korea,  to  upset  the  balance  in  the  Middle  East,  or  to  concede 
such  nations  as  Yugoslavia  to  the  Soviet  sphere.  This  is  a  time  to  benefit  from 
and  build  upon  the  wisdom  that  we  have  inherited. 

The  peace  that  we  enjoy  today  is  not  an  accident.  The  peace  we  have  today 
is  a  product  of  the  patient  diplomacy  and  the  determination  of  the  past. 

To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  willing  to  pay  the  price  for  a  mighty  force. 
To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  willing  to  shoulder  the  burdens  of  our  alli- 
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ances  and  our  friendships.  To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  tough-minded  and 
persistent  in  our  deaUngs  with  our  adversaries.  Never — not  once — can  we  drop 
our  guard.  To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  apply  the  enormous  talents  and 
technology  in  this  great  country  to  advancing  gains  made  in  farflung  corners 
of  the  world,  stretching  from  the  Middle  East  to  southern  Africa. 

To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  generous  and  compassionate  toward 
others  less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 

Finally,  to  preserve  the  peace  we  must  be  true  to  the  ideals  of  America,  to 
our  love  of  freedom  and  dignity  and  justice  for  all  mankind. 

These  are  my  goals  as  your  President.  They  are  the  goals  of  a  great  nation. 
With  your  help,  with  your  prayers,  I  will  continue  to  pursue  during  the  next 
4  years  these  policies.  And  I  pledge  to  you  today  that  as  long  as  I  am  your 
President  I  will  never  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much.  I  would  be  delighted  to  respond  to  questions. 

I  can't  see  through  the  lights,  but  go  ahead. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Vm  J.  R.  Ferguson,  executive  vice  president  of  U.S.  Steel. 
I  would  like  to  turn  perhaps  to  an  economic  rather  than  a  foreign  policy  ques- 
tion. Will  you  outline  specific  programs  you  will  recommend  to  Congress 
which  will  stimulate  capital  formation  and  thereby  the  creation  of  jobs  for  our 
growing  working  forces  ? 

The  President.  I  will  submit  in  January  a  tax  reduction  program  that  will 
have  two  major  prongs.  Number  one,  I  firmly  believe  that  the  middle-income 
taxpayers  in  this  country  over  the  last  decade  has  been  shortchanged.  And  our 
analysis  indicates  that  the  best  way  to  help  and  assist  that  wide  range  of  tax- 
payers in  this  country  is  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 
That  will  be  the  fundamental. 

I  should  add  that  I  recommended  that  to  the  Congress  in  January  of  last 
year.  After  fooling  around  with  the  tax  problem  for  almost  10  months,  they 
ignored  it.  But  they  are  going  to  get  it  right  back  on  their  desk  in  January.  And 
if  they  don't  pass  it  then,  we  are  going  to  go  after  them  next  year,  and  if  they 
don't  pass  it  then,  we  are  going  to  go  after  them  in  the  next  election  in  1978. 

But  that  would  help,  as  I  have  indicated,  in  the  consumer  area.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  feel  that  we  have  to  make  some  reductions  in  our  corporate  in- 
come tax  rates;  that  you  cannot,  under  the  present  circumstances,  finance  the 
expansion,  the  modernization,  and  all  the  other  things  that  are  essential  at  the 
present  Federal  income  tax  burdens  that  business  bears. 

So,  we  are  going  to  approach  the  problem  on  the  one  hand  to  increase  con- 
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sumer  purchasing  power  at  the  Federal  level  and,  at  the  same  tinie,  create  tax 
incentives  for  business  to  provide  more  jobs. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Henry  Gailliot;  I'm  an  economist  for  Fed- 
erated Research  Corp.  Governor  Carter  has  stated  that  a  philosophical  goal  of 
his  administration  would  be  to  keep  the  Federal  Government's  share  of  our 
gross  national  product  in  1981  at  a  level  that  approximates  that  of  today,  that 
is,  the  Federal  Government's  share  of  our  total  economic  pie  would  stay  con- 
stant after  decades  of  growth. 

Do  you  subscribe  to  this  goal  or  would  you  promote  the  perhaps  more  am- 
bitious goal  of  a  slight  reduction  in  the  Federal  Government's  share  of  our 
total  economic  pie  by  the  end  of  your  next  administration  ? 

The  President.  I  do,  and  I  think  we  can  do  it  in  several  ways.  Number  one, 
I  believe  that  we  can  continue  sufficient  pressure  on  the  Congress  to  restrain  the 
rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending.  The  figures  indicate  that  for  the  past  10 
years  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  expenditures  has  been  about  11  percent. 
And  if  you  project  that  into  the  next  quarter  of  a  century,  the  problem  you,  I 
think,  are  concerned  about  multiplies. 

So,  in  the  budget  that  I  submitted  last  January  for  congressional  considera- 
tion reduced  that  rate  of  growth  by  50  percent  or  a  rate  of  growth  of  5^/4  per- 
cent. We  made  some  headway.  The  Congress  added  about  $18  billion  over  the 
actual  dollars  that  I  recommended  for  the  budget  for  the  current  fiscal  year, 
but  that  is  better  than  they  have  been  doing  over  the  last  10  years. 

So,  what  we  hope  to  do  in  the  future  is  to  continue  that  pressure  so  the  rate 
of  growth  of  Federal  expenditures  keeps  going  down.  I  concede  you  will  have 
to  have  some  increase  just  because  of  inflationary  pressures.  But  if  we  can  make 
it  not  a  5  J/2  percent  rate  of  growth  but  2  or  3  percent  or  4  percent,  we  achieve 
part  of  the  answer  that  I  think  you  are  concerned  about. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  can  expand  our  total  GNP  in  this  country  by  a 
healthier  economy  through  tax  reductions  so  that  we  can  expand  our  industrial 
capacity,  expand,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  the  consumer  capability  to  partici- 
pate by  spending  his  money  rather  than  having  the  Federal  Government  spend 
it,  we  increase  the  pie  in  size.  And  we  reduce  at  the  same  time,  as  I  said  a  mo- 
ment ago,  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending. 

So,  I  am  not  going  to  be  ssitisfied  with  what  my  opponent  says  is  apparently 
a  satisfactory  division.  I  think  it  is  wrongs  and  we  ought  to  change  it,  and  my 
programs  will. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  my  name  is  Leonard  Swanson;  I'm  vice  president  of  Cox 
Broadcasting  and  general  manager  of  WIIC  television,  the  NBC  station  here 
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in  Pittsburgh.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  of  a  somewhat  different  nature, 
with  the  debates  so  fresh  in  our  minds. 

As  a  representative  of  the  television  media,  my  station  contributed  6  hours 
of  prime  time  as  a  public  service  for  the  Presidential  and  Vice-Presidential  de- 
bates which,  incidentally,  as  we  all  know,  were  carried  by  all  three  TV  networks, 
really  leaving  the  television  viewer  with  very  little  alternative.  Also,  many  think 
that  these  debates  have  even  set  a  precedent  that  all  future  Presidential  candidates 
will  feel  obliged  to  follow. 

Do  you  really  think  the  debates  are  worth  all  this  either  to  you  as  a  candidate 
or  to  the  American  public?  And,  in  retrospect,  would  you  have  preferred  a 
different  format  allowing  more  direct  confrontation  with  Governor  Carter? 

The  President.  Number  one,  I  think  the  debates  should  be  institutionalized 
in  our  Presidential  campaigns.  I  think  they  could  be  improved,  and  I  made  a 
comment  the  other  day  after  the— I  guess  it  was  the  second  debate,  that  they 
would  be  improved  if  Mr.  Carter  would  answer  the  questions  and  I  would 
question  my  answers. 

But  to  be  serious,  I  do  feel  that  we  now  have  another  4-year  period,  and 
experts  in  the  media,  experts  in  the  academic  world,  experts  from  other  areas 
of  our  society  ought  to  sit  down  and  maybe  consult  with  my  advisers,  Mr.  Car- 
ter's adviser's  and  maybe  get  a  thought  or  two  from  either  one  of  us.  And  I 
think  they  should  be  a  part  of  the  political  system  every  4  years. 

But  I  am  confident  there  can  be  improvement  in  the  mechanics  and  some 
of  the  other  aspects  that  I  think  would  help  to  educate  and  stimulate  the 
American  voter. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  Gene  Cookson,  senior  vice  president,  C.  S.  McKee  and 
Company.  Many  people  in  our  country,  including  myself,  are  somewhat  con- 
fused as  to  the  exact  state  of  unemployment  in  this  country.  Governor  Carter  has 
stressed  repeatedly  that  the  unemployment  is  the  highest  in  the  Nation's 
history,  while  you  have  stated  more  people  are  employed  today  than  ever  before. 
Could  you  clarify  these  seemingly  contradictory  statements  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  are  both  probably  right.  But  I  think  in  order 
to  understand  what  appears  to  be  a  conflict,  people  must  recognize  diat  we  have 
the  largest  work  force  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  So,  when  I  say  we  have 
88  million  people  gainfully  employed,  an  alltime  high  in  the  United  States, 
that  is  accurate  because  we  have  more  potential  people  in  our  work  force  dian 
we  have  ever  had  before. 

And  when  Mr.  Carter  says  the  unemployment  numerically  is  the  highest,  he 
is  quoting  a  statistic,  which  is  likewise  accurate,  but  only  because  we,  again, 
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have  more  people  working — I  mean,  more  people  who  are  eligible  or  desire 
work  in  this  country. 

Now,  there's  one  point  that  bothered  me— and  I  cite  this  as  a  historical  fact, 
not  making  any  comment  as  to  who  was  right  or  who  was  wrong,  or  whether 
there  was  any  political  blame  assessed — but  when  Mr.  Carter  says  that  the  unem- 
ployment in  the  early  fifties  was  far,  far  lower  than  it  is  today — and  it  was — 
I  think  it  is  also  very  legitimate  for  me  to  say  because  it  is  historically  accurate, 
that  we  had  3,500,000  young  men  and  women  in  the  military  engaged  in  a 
military  conflict  and  today  we  have  2,100,000  young  men  and  women  in  the 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines. 

It  is  1,400,000  fewer  than  we  had  2  years  ago.  It  is  the  smallest  active  duty 
military  force  since  Korea,  and  if  we  had  another  1,400,000  on  active  duty,  which 
we  don't  have,  we  could  significantly  claim  that  our  unemployment  figure  was 
quite  a  bit  less. 

But  I  don't  think  that  is  the  way  to  achieve  unemployment  or  to  improve  the 
statistics.  We  have  enough  men  in  the  four  services — ^men  and  women — to  do 
the  job  to  keep  the  peace.  And  I  want  that  1,400,000  out  in  the  labor  market 
trying  to  get  a  job  or  working  at  a  job  in  our  civilian  economy.  And  we  are 
still  going  to  take  care  of  the  job  opportunities  of  about  2  to  lYz  million  new 
ones  every  year  because  we  are  going  to  have  an  expanding  economy,  primarily 
in  the  private  sector. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I'm  Glen  Beeson,  professor  of  economics,  Duquesne  Uni- 
versity. Most  economists  recognize  that  plans  such  as  the  Humphrey-Hawkins 
bill,  some  forms  of  national  economic  planning,  will  necessitate  wage-price 
controls.  Would  you  advocate  under  any  circumstances  wage-price  controls 
and,  if  so,  what  would  be  sufficient  cause  ? 

The  President.  Early  in  my  administration,  I  took  a  firm  stand — ^which  has 
not  changed,  which  will  not  change — against  wage  and  price  controls,  including 
standby  wage  and  price  controls.  I  don't  think  they  work.  Our  neighbor  to 
the  north,  Canada,  has  had  them  now  for  what — 18  to  24  months?  Their  eco- 
nomic recovery  has  been  slower  than  ours  with  many  more  dislocations  than  we 
have  had  as  we  have  come  out  of  the  recession. 

Some  of  our  Western  European  countries  to  one  degree  or  another  have  tried 
them  in  recent  months  and  their  recovery  in  each  case  is  slower  than  ours, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  West  Germany.  So,  I  strongly  disapprove  of  wage 
and  price  controls,  even  on  a  standby  basis. 

Our  true  competitive  economic  system  is  the  best  way,  in  my  judgment,  to 
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solve  our  economics  problems  and  to  ensure  the  kind  of  economic  prosperity 
that  we  want. 

Moderator.  Mr.  President,  I  am  afraid  our  time  is  running  short.  The  city 
of  Pittsburgh  must  get  to  work,  and  I  understand  you  have  a  steel  mill  to  visit. 

On  behalf  of  our  members,  guests,  officers,  and  directors,  I  would  like  to 
thank  you  very  much  for  attending  this  meeting  with  us  this  morning. 

The  President.  Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:57  a.m.  Ballroom  I       Pittsburgh  Economic  Club,  and  Mayor  Peter  Flaherty 
at  the  Pittsburgh  Hilton  Hotel.  In  his  opening  re-       of  Pittsburgh, 
marks,  he  referred  to  Jim  Burnham,  president  of  the 
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Than\  you  very  much,  Chuc\  Percy,  Ron  Bu\ema,  Governor  Ogilvie,  Edith 
Green,  Joe  Garagiola,  Senator  Carl  Curtis: 

It  is  great  for  President  Ford  to  be  in  Ford  City.  Thank  you.  Let's  make  all 
of  Illinois  Ford  country  November  2. 

With  this  kind  of  enthusiasm  and  the  wonderful  welcome  that  we  had  a 
week  ago  Saturday  in  downstate  Illinois,  I  can  say  with  confidence  that  we  are 
going  to  carry  the  State  of  Illinois  November  2.  Are  we  ? 

While  I  am  here  in  Ford  City,  let  me  extend  to  all  of  you  a  very  special  invi- 
tation next  January  to  come  to  the  inauguration  in  Washington,  D.C.,  of  Jerry 
Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

Let  me  say  you  are  here  because  you  want  to  know  where  I  stand  on  the  issues. 
I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government,  for  fiscal  responsibility,  for  rising 
prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  military  strength,  and  peace  throughout  the 
world.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  today, 
and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many  years  in  which  America's  defense  needs  were  shortchanged, 
I  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  budgets  in  the  history  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  was  able  to  convince  the  Congress  to  stop  slashing  away  at  military 
spending. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  inflation  and  runaway  growth  in  the  Federal 
budget,  I  submitted  a  budget  to  the  Congress  last  January  that  cut  the  rate  of 
growth  in  Federal  spending  by  over  half. 

I  have  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  66  vetoes  and  saved  you — 
and  I  emphasize  "you" — the  hard-pressed  taxpayers  more  than  $9  billion. 
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Those  vetoes  saved  each  American  family  about  $200  in  Federal  spending,  and 
that  is  progress.  Because  I  have  not  been  afraid  to  say  no,  to  say  no  to  excessive 
spending,  we  will  submit  a  balanced  budget  by  1978  and  we  will  have  another 
tax  reduction  for  the  American  taxpayer  in  the  meantime. 

My  idea — and  listen  very  carefully — ^my  idea  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction — 
tax  reduction  for  the  shortchanged,  middle-income  taxpayer.  Therefore,  I  rec- 
ommended that  you  have  your  personal  income  tax  exemption  increased  from 
$750  to  $1,000.  That  is  the  kind  of  tax  reform  that  we  want. 

After  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  we  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation 
in  half  in  the  past  2  years.  I  commit,  I  promise,  we  will  do  better  each  year  in 
the  next  4  years. 

After  the  worst  economic  recession  in  40  years,  we  have  added  4  million  jobs 
to  the  American  economy  in  the  past  2  years,  not  by  creating  dead-end  jobs  at  a 
taxpayer's  expense,  but  by  stimulating  jobs  with  a  future  in  the  private  economy 
where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  exist  anyhow. 

I  admit  too  many  people  are  still  out  of  work.  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
progress  that  we  have  made,  but  more  Americans  were  on  the  job  in  1976  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  this  country — 88  million — and  that  is  a  tremendous 
comeback  from  where  we  were  18  months  ago. 

After  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had 
its  faith  restored  in  the  White  House  itself.  My  administration  has  been  open, 
candid,  frank,  forthright,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way  for  the  next 
4  years. 

In  every  field  America  is  on  the  move.  We  are  on  the  march.  We  made  an 
incredible  comeback  in  the  past  2  years  and  we  are  not  through  yet.  You  can 
believe  me  when  I  say  this  Nation  is  sound,  this  Nation  is  secure.  This  Nation 
is  on  the  way  to  a  better  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans,  and  this  administration 
has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people  for  the  next  4  years. 

My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises.  We 
do  not  need  a  government  to  do  everything  for  us  or  to  tell  us  everything  we  can 
or  cannot  do.  This  is  a  pledge  of  the  Ford  administration. 

We  have  a  great  reservoir  of  talent  in  industry  throughout  all  50  of  our  States. 
It  is  not  all  concentrated  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac. 

Jimmy  Carter  says  we  are  not  respected  any  more.  This  week  America  made  a 
clean  sweep  of  the  Nobel  Prizes  for  economics,  chemistry,  medicine,  and  litera- 
ture. This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  these  awards  that  a  single  country,  the 
United  States,  has  come  home  with  every  winner.  We  should  be  very  proud.  I 
might  add,  that  record  doesn't  sound  like  a  second-rate  operation  to  me. 
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As  I  look  around  this  great  crowd  and  thank  you  all  for  coming,  I  am  proud 
to  be  an  American  and  I  know  that  you  are.  And  although  we  have  had  our 
problems  in  the  past  2  years,  we  have  come  a  long,  long  way.  At  home  and 
abroad,  we  are  putting  aside  old  differences,  we  are  putting  old  problems  behind 
us  and  healing  our  wounds.  It  is  a  record  I  am  proud  to  run  on,  a  record  the 
people  of  Illinois  and  concerned  citizens  throughout  America— Democrats,  Inde- 
pendents, and  Republicans — will  support  on  November  2. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  reduce  the  growth  of  government. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social  security 
system;  we  will  improve  medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the  health 
and  the  happiness  that  they  have  earned— there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  go 
broke  just  to  get  well. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all,  that 
will  preserve  the  family  home,  the  family  business,  the  family  farm;  that  will 
give  business  the  tax  incentives  to  build  new  plants,  to  modernize  old  ones,  and 
to  create  more  jobs. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on  the  path  of  peace 
through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the  United  States. 

I  find  or  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  this  great  country.  The  future  for 
America  is  a  friend,  and  as  we  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more,  as 
I  promised  you  before,  to  uphold  the  Constitution  and  to  do  what  is  right  as 
God  gives  me  to  see  the  right,  and  to  do  the  very,  very  best  I  can  for  America. 
God  helping  me,  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1:14  p.m.  at  the  Ford  the  Illinois  President  Ford  Committee;  Representative 

City   Shopping   Mall.   In   his  opening  remarks,   he  Edith  Green  of  Oregon  1955-75,  cochairman  of  the 

referred  to  Senator  Charles  H.  Percy;  Ron  Bukema,  Citizens   for   Ford   Committee;   and   Joe  Garagiola, 

Republican      congressional      candidate;      Governor  NBC  sports  commentator. 
Richard  B.  Ogilvie  of  Illinois  1969-73,  chairman  of 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Chuc\,  President  Boe,  my  former  colleagues  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Bob  McClory,  Phil  Crane,  Sam  Young,  and,  of 
course,  my  dear  friend  and  wonderful  supporter,  your  former  fine  Governor, 
Governor  Ogilvie: 
It  is  just  nice  to  be  out  here  with  the  Allstate  family,  and  I  thank  you  for  the 


2709 


[969]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  26 

very,  very  v^arm  welcome.  This  stop  this  afternoon  is  another  milestone  in  a 
great  day.  We  started  in  Pittsburgh  this  morning,  going  to  the  Jones  &  Laugh- 
lin  field  steel  plant.  We  first  made  a  speech  before  the  Economic  Club  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  then  we  flew  to  the  Chicago  area  and  had  a  wonderful  greeting  out 
at  Ford  City.  {Laughter'] 

I  was  delighted — and  now  to  come  to  Allstate,  it  really  is  tremendous.  But 
let  me  say  one  thing,  that  if  you  have  time  tonight,  I  would  hope  that  you 
would  take  30  minutes  and  watch  a  program  we  are  putting  on  Channel  7.  The 
master  of  ceremonies  is  going  to  be  somebody  you  have  heard  of,  particularly 
if  you  are  interested  in  sports.  Joe  Garagiola  is  going  to  be  the  master  of  cere- 
monies. Joe  is  one  of  the  individuals  who  volunteered  to  come  out  and  be  an  ac- 
tive supporter  and  campaigner  with  me;  in  addition,  a  former  colleague  of 
ours,  a  good  Democrat  from  the  State  of  Oregon,  former  Congresswoman 
Edith  Green,  and  I  think  we  are  going  to  have  Chuck  and  maybe  some  others 
on  the  program.  It  will  give  you,  I  think,  a  new  flavor. 

I  should  have  added — and  I  apologize — I  think  Betty  is  going  to  be  on  it, 
too.  [Laughter]  But  I  keep  going  around  the  country  trying  to  get  my  votes  up 
to  her  polls. 

But  it  is  wonderful  to  be  here.  And  let  me  take  just  a  few  minutes  to  outline 
for  you  some  points  that  I  think  are  worthy  of  your  attention  and,  hopefully, 
will  be  persuasive  to  you  when  you  make  that  very  vital  decision  a  week  from 
today.  It  is  just  7  days  from  now. 

Naturally,  I  can  recall  very,  very  vividly  August  9, 1974.  It  was  the  day  that  I 
took  the  oath  of  office  and  walked  from  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House  to 
the  Oval  Office.  It  was  a  period  of  great  trouble  in  America.  We  had  gone 
through  the  trauma  of  Vietnam.  There  was  anger,  bitterness,  divisiveness.  We 
were  on  the  brink  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years,  and  we  had  had  inflation 
of  12  percent  or  more.  There  was  still  the  problem  in  Vietnam,  with  some 
50,000  Americans  being  withdrawn  and  the  circumstances  that  brought  back 
bad  memories.  And  then,  of  course,  there  was  the  lack  of  trust  and  confidence 
in  the  White  House  itself. 

It  was  not  a  very  opportune  time  for  a  new  person  to  become  President  of  the 
United  States.  But,  it  was  my  decision  that  we  had  to  meet  first  things  first,  and 
one  of  those  was  to  restore,  without  any  hesitation  or  qualification,  the  restora- 
tion of  trust  and  confidence  in  the  White  House  itself. 

I  think  my  being  open,  by  being  candid,  by  being  straightforward,  the 
American  people — whether  they  agree  or  disagree  with  whatever  policies — 
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know  that  their  President  is  a  person  that  they  can  trust  and  a  person  who 
will,  in  his  own  way,  seek  to  do  what  is  right  for  America  above  all  else. 

Then  we  had  the  very  difficult  problem  of  how  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the 
worst  recession  in  40  years  and,  at  the  same  time,  make  a  tremendous  effort  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  inflation  which,  as  I  said,  was  12  percent  or  more. 

But  by  being  firm  in  the  restraint  on  Federal  spending,  by  not  succumbing 
to  quick  fixes — and  many  of  them  emanatedfrom  the  Congress — we  were  able 
to  gradually  and,  I  think,  positively  reduce  the  rate  of  inflation,  so  that  as  of 
today  the  annual  rate  of  inflation  is  somewhere  between  SYi  percent  and  6 
percent. 

Now,  that  is  still  too  high,  but  I  can  assure  you  the  poUcies  this  country  is 
following  today  are  policies  that  will  keep  the  pressure  on,  and  we  will  win 
that  battle  and  get  the  rate  of  inflation  down  so  that  we  can  have  a  healthy,  sus- 
tained economy,  and  the  kind  of  prosperity  that  all  of  us  know  is  possible  in  this 
great,  great  country. 

Early  in  1975, 1  am  sure  some  of  you  can  recall — I  can — unemployment  began 
to  soar  and  employment  started  to  plummet.  The  net  result  was  we  had  a  real 
trauma  in  America,  the  worst  recession  since  the  depression  days  of  the  1930's, 
and  a  few  of  us  here  can  remember  the  hardships  that  many,  many  families  went 
through  in  those  days. 

But  instead  of  losing  our  cool  and  trying  to  do  some  things  that  might  have 
been  appealing  on  the  surface  but  fundamentally  wrong  in  an  economic  sense, 
we  did  the  things  that  were  compassionate  to  help  those  that  were  tragically 
unemployed.  But  at  the  same  time,  we  initiated  programs  and  restored  the  con- 
fidence of  the  American  people  in  their  economic  system.  And  the  net  result 
was  we  have  come  out  of  this  recession. 

You  may  have  heard  me  say  that  we  have  regained  4  million  jobs  in  the  last 
18  months.  That  is  true.  You  have  heard  me  say  perhaps  that  we  have  88  million 
people  working  today — an  alltime  high — and  that  is  true. 

You  may  have  heard  Mr.  Carter  say  the  other  day  in  the  debate  that  we  had 
more  people  unemployed  than  any  day  since  the  Depression  of  the  1930's. 
That  is  true. 

But  there  is  one  point  I  think  we  have  to  make  in  all  honesty;  it  is  historically 
accurate.  As  he  alleged,  or  said,  in  the  1950's,  the  early  1950's,  we  had  a  low 
unemployment  rate.  That  is  accurate.  But  let  me  point  out,  at  that  time  we  had 
3,500,000  young  men  and  women  in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines, 
and  a  good  share  of  them  were  overseas.  At  the  present  time,  we  have  2,100,000 
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young  men  and  women  in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines.  That  is 
1,400,000  less  than  we  had  18  to  20  months  ago. 

I  think  we  can  whip  the  problem  of  unemployment.  We  can  have  a  healthy 
economy.  We  can  still  have  an  all-volunteer  military  force,  and  we  don't  have  to 
be  engaged  in  a  military  conflict.  The  way  to  solve  unempolyment  is  by  stimulat- 
ing the  free  enterprise  system  with  tax  incentives,  tax  reduction.  We  don't  have 
to  put  young  men  in  uniform  to  solve  the  problem  of  unemployment  in  America. 

As  I  said,  we  have  an  all-volunteer  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines,  and 
they  are  good,  they  are  career  people.  And  we  are  strong  because  we  have  the 
right  weapons  systems,  good  leadership,  outstanding  young  people,  and  they 
are  voluntary  recruits.  And  I  can  say  with  great  pride  that  the  United  States 
is  at  peace.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign 
battlefield  tonight,  and  they  won't. 

But  now  that  we  have  turned  things  around — and  I  happen  to  think  the 
American  people  in  this  great  country  have  made  incredible  progress  in  the  last 
2  years — but  now  we  have  got  new  opportunities. 

Here  is  where  I  think  we  ought  to  focus  in  the  next  2  years,  the  next  4  years. 
We  ought  to  focus  on  trying  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  our  215  million 
Americans.  What  does  that  mean?  It  means  first  that  we  want  an  economic 
environment  so  that  people  who  want  to  work  will  have  a  job.  I  am  not  going 
to  argue  about  statistics.  The  only  criteria  by  which  I  judge  whether  we  are 
doing  a  good  job  or  not  is  that  the  time  must  come  where  every  young  American 
who  wants  to  work  will  have  a  job  in  America. 

One  of  the  things  that  makes  America  great  is  the  capability  and  the  fact  that 
so  many  Americans  own  their  own  home.  I  saw  some  figures  just  the  other  day 
that  some  60  to  65  percent  of  the  people  in  America  own  their  own  home  or  are 
in  the  process  of  buying  it.  But  let  me  say,  having  said  that,  I  am  not  going  to  take 
away  the  deductibility  of  interest  payments  on  your  income  tax  returns. 

But  how  do  we  stimulate  the  capability,  particularly  for  the  young,  to  get  a 
new  home  ?  Just  the  other  day  the  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment, Carla  Hills,  announced  a  50-percent  reduction  in  down  payments.  That 
is  vital  for  the  young  people  who  are  trying  to  make  their  first  investment. 

Many  of  the  loaning  institutions  are  beginning  to  undertake  the  kind  of 
mortgages,  so  that  in  the  early  days  of  a  mortgage  the  monthly  payments  are 
less  when  the  earning  capacity  is  smaller,  and  the  monthly  payments  increase 
as  one's  earning  capacity  increases.  I  think  that  is  an  imaginative  approach. 

But  the  best  thing  we  can  do  for  those  that  want  to  buy  a  house  is  to  see  to 
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it  that  we  win  the  battle  against  inflation,  and  we  can  do  that  by  cutting  the 
rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending,  as  we  tried  to. 

In  January,  I  submitted  a  budget  to  the  Congress  where  instead  of  having 
an  11  percent  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending,  as  we  had  had  for  the  last  10 
years,  we  tried  to  cut  it  in  half  to  5^^  percent.  We  were  quite  successful.  We 
should  have  been  more  so. 

I  vetoed  66  bills  in  my  best  effort  to  put  a  little  pressure  on  that  big-spending 
Congress  up  there.  I  might  say  parenthetically,  that  saved  the  taxpayers  about 
$9  billion  or,  if  you  average  it  out,  about  $200  per  family  in  the  United  States. 

But  the  main  point  is,  jobs,  housing,  health  care — I  don't  believe  you  have  to 
federalize  health  care  in  the  United  States  to  maintain  or  to  improve  the  health 
care  of  the  American  people  in  this  society  in  which  we  live. 

The  problem  of  crime — ^when  I  became  President  in  1974,  the  rate  of  crime  in 
America  was  at  18  percent— unbelievable.  In  1975,  it  was  cut  back  50  percent  to 
9  percent.  That  is  still  too  high.  But  the  encouraging  news  is  that  in  the  first  6 
months  of  1976,  the  rate  of  increase  is  3  percent,  and  we  have  had  significant  re- 
duction in  some  of  the  more  serious  areas  of  crime. 

Let  me  tell  you  one  way  in  which  we  have  tried  to  solve  the  problem.  All  the 
experts  tell  us  there  is  a  group  in  our  society — ^hardened  criminals,  professional 
criminals — they  impose  upon  all  of  us  law-abiding  people  a  very  high  percent- 
age of  the  crime  committed  in  America.  And  so,  we  have  in  the  last  12  months 
had  a  career  criminal  program.  It  has  resulted  in  a  significant  number  of  hard- 
ened career  criminals  being  apprehended,  convicted — ^95  percent  of  them  have 
gone  to  jail,  and  that  is  where  they  belong,  and  that  is  where  they  better  stay. 

One  further  comment  that  I  think  is  something  all  of  us  ought  to  really  think 
about.  Statements  have  been  made  that  America  is  not  respected  anymore, 
America's  role  in  the  world  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  that  our  leadership  is  less 
than  it  should  be.  Let  me  take  one  or  two  examples. 

Do  you  realize  that  in  the  last  2  weeks  all  seven  Nobel  Prizes  for  physics, 
chemistry,  economics,  et  cetera— every  one  of  them  went  to  an  American  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Nobel  Prizes  being  awarded.  I  think  that  is  a 
pretty  good  record. 

And  let  me  add,  in  the  opportunities  that  I  have  had  to  negotiate  with  adver- 
saries and  to  work  with  allies,  the  allies  are  honored  to  be  associated  with  us,  and 
adversaries  respect  us.  They  respect  the  215  million  Americans.  They  respect  the 
kind  of  government,  the  kind  of  freedom  that  we  have  in  America,  and  they 
know  that  the  American  people,  when  the  chips  are  down,  are  united  in  the 
feeling  that  we  have  for  the  blessings  of  America.  They  know  that  America  is 
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strong  militarily,  economically,  industrially,  but  most  important,  morally  and 
spiritually. 

So,  whether  it  is  allies  wanting  to  be  associated  with  us  or  adversaries  who  re- 
spect us  and  will  not  challenge  us,  every  American  in  this  country  can  be  proud 
of  our  history  and  can  be  proud  of  the  things  that  we  are  going  to  do  to  make 
that  vision  of  our  forefathers  a  reality  in  the  third  century  of  America's  great 
history. 

Thank  you,  very  much. 

note:  The   President   spoke   at   2:45   p.m.   at   the  board  of  Allstate  Insurance  Corporation,  and  Gover- 

corporate   headquarters   of   the   Allstate   Insurance  nor  Richard  B.  Ogilvie  of  Illinois  1969-73,  chairman 

Company.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  of  the  Illinois  President  Ford  Committee. 
Senator  Charles  H.  Percy,  Arch  Boe,  chairman  of  the 
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Remarks  in  Schaumberg,  Illinois.     October  26,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Jim  Thompson,  the  next  Governor  of  the  great 
State  of  Illinois: 

It  is  great  to  be  here  in  this  wonderful  plaza  and  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
being  on  the  platform  not  only  w^ith  Jim  Thompson  but  my  good  friend  and 
your  firstclass,  outstanding  United  States  Senator,  Chuck  Percy. 

But  let  me  add,  wt  have  here  two  former  colleagues  of  mine  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  who  I  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  strongly  support,  Phil  Crane 
and  Sam  Young. 

And  let  me  add  one  other  point:  Jim  Thompson  can't  do  the  job  alone  in  run- 
ning the  State  of  Illinois  the  way  you  want  it  run.  He  has  an  outstanding  State 
ticket,  and  I  hope  you  will  pull  that  lever  and  go  right  down  the  line  for  that 
State  ticket  to  help  Jim  Thompson  do  the  job. 

I  can't  imagine  a  more  wonderful  way  to  end  a  beautiful  day  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  than  to  come  to  this  plaza  and  see  so  many  wonderful  people  who  are 
going  to  support  Jerry  Ford  for  President.  Let  me  extend  to  every  one  of  you  a 
special  invitation  to  come  to  Washington,  D.C.,  next  January  20  to  participate  in 
the  inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  as  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States. 

As  we  come  to  the  final  countdown  in  this  great  election  that  will  determine 
the  direction  of  this  country  for  the  next  4  years  and  will  determine  the  direc- 
tion perhaps  of  the  next  century  in  America,  I  want  each  and  every  one  of  you 
to  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government,  for  fiscal 
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responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  military  strength,  for 
peace  in  the  world.  And  may  I  say,  aren't  we  proud  that  not  a  single  young 
American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  tonight.  As  your  President,  we  will 
keep  it  that  way  for  the  next  4  years. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  Federal  spending,  I  submitted  a 
budget  last  January  in  which  I  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  by 
over  half.  I  have  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  66  vetoes  and 
saved  you,  the  hard-pressed  American  taxpayers,  more  than  $9  billion.  Those 
66  vetoes  saved  each  American  family  $200  in  Federal  spending,  and  that  is 
progress  by  any  standard.  Because  I  have  not  been  afraid  to  say  no  to  excessive 
spending,  we  will  submit  a  balanced  budget  for  the  Federal  Government  in 
1978,  and  we  will  have  another  tax  reduction  for  the  American  taxpayer  in  the 
meantime. 

My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  I  proposed  raising  your  personal  income 
exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  What  does  that  mean  to  a  family  of  five— three 
children,  a  husband,  and  a  wife?  Let's  bring  it  right  down  to  practicality.  That 
means  if  Congress  had  done  its  job,  next  April  when  the  head  of  the  family 
would  have  made  out  that  return,  that  taxpayer  could  have  taken  $1,250  more  in 
personal  exemptions.  Congress  didn't  do  it.  We  are  going  to  get  them  next  year. 
If  they  don't  do  it  next  year,  we  will  go  after  them  the  next  year,  and  if  they  don't 
do  it  then,  we  will  go  after  them  in  the  next  election  in  1978. 

After  so  many  years  of  uncontrolled  inflation,  we  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation 
in  half  in  the  past  2  years  and  we  will  do  even  better  in  the  next  2  years,  in  the 
next  4  years. 

After  the  worst  economic  recession  in  40  years,  we  have  added  4  million  jobs 
to  the  American  economy  in  the  last  18  months  not  by  creating  dead-end  jobs  at 
the  taxpayer's  expense,  but  by  stimulating  jobs  with  a  future  in  the  private  econ- 
omy where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  exist  today. 

Too  many  people  are  still  out  of  work.  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the  progress 
that  we  have  made.  But  more  Americans  were  working  in  1976  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  this  great  country — nearly  88  million  people  gainfully 
employed,  and  we  should  be  proud  of  it.  That  is  a  tremendous  improvement 
over  where  we  were,  and  we  are  going  to  do  better  in  the  future. 

After  suffering  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had  its 
faith  restored  in  the  White  House  itself.  My  administration  has  been  open, 
candid,  forthright,  straightforward,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way  in 
the  next  4  years. 

In  every  field,  America  is  on  the  move,  on  the  march.  We  have  made  an  incred- 
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ible  comeback  in  the  past  2  years,  and  we  are  not  through  yet.  You  can  believe  me 
when  I  say  this  Nation  is  sound,  this  Nation  is  secure,  this  Nation  is  on  the  way 
to  a  better  quaUty  of  life  for  all  Americans,  and  this  administration  has  earned 
the  trust  of  the  American  people  for  the  next  4  years,  and  we  won't  let  you  down. 

My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises.  Listen 
to  this  very  carefully.  We  do  not  need  government  to  do  everything  for  us  or  to 
tell  us  everything  we  can  or  cannot  do.  We  have  a  great  reservoir  of  talent  and 
industry  in  this  country,  and  it  is  not  all  concentrated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac.  It  is  right  here  in  Illinois,  in  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
other  45  or  46  States. 

Jimmy  Carter  says  that  the  United  States  of  America  is  not  respected  anymore. 
This  week  America  made  a  clean  sweep  of  Nobel  peace  prizes  for  economics, 
chemistry^  physics,  medicine,  and  literature.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  Nobel  prizes  that  a  single  country  has  been  the  home  of  all  of  these  winners. 
That  doesn't  sound  like  a  second-rate  operation  to  me.  Does  it  to  you  ? 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  this  great  country  and  I  kind  of  gather  you  are, 
too.  We  have  our  problems,  but  in  the  past  2  years,  we  have  come  a  long,  long 
way.  At  home  and  abroad  we  are  putting  our  old  differences  aside.  We  are  put- 
ting our  old  problems  behind  us  and  healing  our  wounds.  It  is  a  record  that  I  am 
proud  to  run  on,  a  record  the  people  of  Illinois  and  concerned  citizens  throughout 
America— Democrats,  Independents,  Republicans — ^will  support  on  Novem- 
ber 2,  and  we  are  going  to  win. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  reduce  the  growth  of  government  still 
more. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  social  security 
system.  We  will  improve  Medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the 
health  and  the  happiness  that  they  have  so  richly  earned.  There  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all, 
that  will  preserve  the  family  home,  the  family  farm,  the  family  business;  that 
will  give  business  tax  incentives  to  build  new  plants,  to  modernize  old  ones,  and 
to  create  more  jobs. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  with  pride  on  the  path  of 
peace  through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  for  America.  The  future  is  our  friend,  and  as  we 
go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more — as  I  promised  you  before — to 
uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me  to  see  the  right,  and 
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to  do  the  very  best  I  can  for  America.  God  helping  me,  I  will  not  let  you  down, 
and  let  me  conclude  by  saying  I  love  you. 
Thank  you.  Good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:11  p.m.  on  the  Grand  Concourse  of  the  Woodfield  Shopping  Mall. 
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Radio  Address  on  America's  Senior  Citizens.     October  27,  1976 

I  WANT  to  talk  to  you  today  about  some  of  the  most  remarkable  people  in  this 
country.  These  people  brought  us  from  the  horse  and  buggy  era  to  the  space 
age,  from  widespread  illiteracy  to  the  finest  educational  system  in  the  world, 
from  the  threat  of  many  crippling  and  killing  diseases  to  the  cure  for  those 
diseases,  from  the  early  days  of  the  telegraph  to  instant  global  communication, 
from  a  largely  rural  Nation  to  the  greatest  industrial  power  in  the  history  of 
mankind. 

These  remarkable  people,  who  have  done  so  much  for  our  country,  are  now 
America's  senior  citizens.  I  believe  that  advancing  years  should  not  mean  retreat- 
ing from  an  active,  enjoyable,  productive  life — a  life  of  security  and  dignity. 
Older  Americans  have  some  special  problems  which  concern  us  all. 

First,  let's  talk  about  inflation.  Many  of  our  older  citizens  live  on  retirement 
income.  Inflation  is  the  deadliest  enemy  of  those  fixed  incomes.  When  inflation 
goes  up,  our  retired  workers  suffer  the  most.  That  is  one  important  reason  I 
am  absolutely  determined  to  win  the  fight  against  inflation.  That  is  why  I  have 
vetoed  66  extravagant  bills  sent  to  the  Oval  Office  by  a  reckless  Congress,  and  why 

1  am  proud  to  say  we  cut  inflation  from  12  percent  to  less  than  5  percent  in  the  last 

2  years. 

Second,  older  Americans  are  concerned  about  the  integrity  of  the  social  secu- 
rity system.  Social  security  benefits  are  funds  that  have  been  earned  by  retired 
workers.  The  Federal  Government  is  legally  and  morally  bound  to  make  sure 
that  the  fund  is  secure.  The  Social  Security  Fund  is  now  paying  out  more  than 
it  takes  in.  As  long  as  that  condition  exists,  the  integrity  of  social  security  is 
endangered.  We  must  take  firm  steps  to  erase  this  danger,  steps  which  I  proposed 
last  January  but  which  Congress  has  refused  to  follow.  With  your  help  and  your 
support,  we  can  make  the  next  Congress  see  the  light. 

Third,  older  Americans  are  concerned  about  rising  medical  and  hospital 
costs.  I  have  proposed  a  health  insurance  program  to  cover  all  but  the  first 
$750  of  the  cost  of  treatment  for  a  catastrophic  or  prolonged  illness.  There  is  no 
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reason  a  lifetime  of  savings  should  be  lost  to  pay  medical  bills.  There  is  no  rea- 
son older  Americans  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  v^ell. 

Fourth,  older  Americans  are  concerned  about  crime.  I  believe  greater  em- 
phasis should  be  placed  on  protecting  the  potential  victim  of  crime.  The  career 
criminal  program,  v^hich  I  initiated  in  several  key  cities  last  year,  identifies 
habitual  criminals,  sets  up  special  prosecution  procedures,  and  in  95  percent 
of  the  cases,  results  in  the  conviction  of  those  brought  to  trial  With  prison 
sentences  that  average  more  than  20  years. 

Finally,  older  Americans  are  concerned  with  the  moral  direction  of  our 
country.  They  believe,  as  I  do,  that  v^e  are  only  as  strong  as  the  moral  founda- 
tions on  v^hich  v^e  stand.  They  believe,  as  I  do,  that  private  morality  and  pub- 
lic service  can — and  must — go  hand  in  hand.  Older  Americans  have  given  us 
everything  v^e  have.  They  have  made  this  country  w^hat  it  is  today.  I  invite 
them,  and  all  Americans,  to  join  me  on  November  2,  as  we  begin  a  new 
generation  of  freedom  for  America. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  recorded  for  The  text  of  the  address  was  released  at  Arlington 

broadcast  over  the  Mutual  Radio  Network.  Heights,  111. 
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Remarks  and  a  Question-and- Answer  Session  With  Reporters  in 
Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey.      October  27,  1976 

IT  IS  great  to  be  in  sunny  New  Jersey.  We  left  the  snowy  banks  of  Illinois  this 
morning,  so  it  is  nice  to  be  here. 

It  is  always  a  great  pleasure  for  somebody  in  politics  to  be  able  to  correct  the 
record.  I  understand  one  of  the  members  of  the  opposition  ticket  was  in  New 
Jersey,  maybe  in  this  area,  a  few  days  ago,  and  made  some  inaccurate  state- 
ments about  the  National  Aviation  Facilities  Experimental  Center.  I  know  a 
little  bit  about  that. 

I  was  here  in  March  of  1974,  and  at  that  time.  Senator  Case  and  the  then 
Congressman  Charlie  Sandman  had  briefed  me  very  fully  about  the  deep  con- 
cern of  the  people  of  this  area  for  the  possibility  of  a  movement,  or  closing  of 
this  famous  facility  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

I  went  back  to  Washington,  looked  into  it,  and  we  started  the  action  which 
culminated  in  my  decision,  as  President,  to  keep  the  facility  here.  And  it  had 
been  contemplated,  or  at  least  talked  about,  being  transferred  from  here  to 
Oklahoma.  It  is  here  because  I  made  the  decision  to  keep  it  here.  And  I  am 
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glad  to  report  that  as  a  result  of  Secretary  of  Transportation  Coleman's  analysis, 
he  has  recommended,  and  the  Ford  administration  has  decided,  to  put  $50  mil- 
lion into  this  facility  here  in  this  area. 

So,  any  allegations  by  anybody— for  political  benefit— to  the  contrary  is  just 
inaccurate.  The  facts  are  the  Ford  administration  is  keeping  it  here,  a  $50 
million  decision  which  will  lead  to  about  1,800  construction  jobs  and  it  will  also 
lead  to  about  2,000  more  jobs  in  the  facility  itself  as  it  expands.  So,  I  want  that 
record  clear  and  very  well  understood.  The  Ford  administration  did  it. 

Now  I  would  be  glad  to  answer  a  few  questions.  May  I  first  get  some  questions 
from  the  local  press  ?  Any  questions  ? 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  Jimmy  Carter  says  that  your  political  organization 
is  slandering  he  and  his  family  by  publishing  a  cartoon  in  die  Heardand  PFC 
publication  in  the  Midwest,  showing  him  holding  a  Bible  in  one  hand  and  a 
Playboy  magazine  in  the  other.  Is  that  the  kind  of  advertising  you  would 
sanction  ? 

The  President.  It  is  my  understanding  that  everything  in  that  pamphlet  was 
in  the  public  domain.  It  was  nothing  that  was  generated  by  the  President  Ford 
Committee.  It  was  material  that  was  already  published  by  other  sources  in 
the  public  domain. 

Q.  Including  the  cartoon? 

The  President.  Yes,  it  is.  That  is  true. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  a  town  that  is  a  week  away  from  a  statewide  referendum 
on  gambling,  just  for  Atlantic  City — this  is  strictly  for  Atlantic  City — do  you 
have  anything  to  say  on  that  ? 

The  President.  That  is  a  decision,  of  course,  for  the  voters  of  this  area  or  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  Although  I  have  reservations  about  legalized  gambling,  I 
would  not  want  to  interject  myself  into  a  strictly  local  issue. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  how  would  you  assess  your  chances  now,  sir?  Do  you 
think  you  have  it  locked  up  ? 

The  President.  I  think  we  have  lots  of  momentum.  The  traveling  press 
that  have  seen  the  wonderful  crowds  we  have  had  in  California,  in  Oregon,  in 
Washington,  culminating  in  an  unbelieveable,  fantastic  crowd  in  Chicago  last 
night  of  about  40,000  to  50,000,  can't  help  but  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
we  have  the  momentum. 

It  reminds  me  just  a  bit  of  the  kind  of  momentum  that  one  of  my  idols,  a 
Democrat,  Harry  Truman,  experienced  in  the  final  days  of  his  campaign.  We 
have  the  momentum  going,  the  people  are  interested,  and  I  think  we  are 
going  to  surprise  some  folks. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  why  is  it  that  you  only  made  a  strong  statement  about  the 
Nixon  administration  in  response  to  a  question — you  never  made  that  on  your 
own — about  the  imperial  White  House? 

The  President.  Well,  I  was  asked  last  night  the  difference  between  the 
Ford  administration  and  the  Nixon  administration,  and  I  made  the  very 
accurate  comment  that  the  Ford  administration  is  not  an  imperial  Presidency. 
We  don't  have  the  ceremony  and  the  pomp  and  the  dictatorial  attitude.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  have  significantly  reduced  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
White  House  staff,  and  we  have  turned  decisionmaking  over  to  responsible 
people  like  the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  Bill  Coleman,  to  the  Attorney 
General,  to  the  Secretary  of  HUD. 

The  White  House  performs  the  function  that  was  set  up  in  the  Constitution. 
And  we  believe  that  an  imperial  Presidency  is  not  in  conformity  with  my  own 
personal  ideas,  nor  is  it  in  conformity  with  what  I  think  our  Founding  Fathers 
believed. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  in  your  last  comment  on  the  question  of  the  Patman 
investigation,^  you  said  that  you  had  been  cleared  by  the  committees  and 
the  Attorney  General.  Now,  it  turns  out  that  the  Attorney  General  made  the 
most  cursory  examination — he  didn't  even  talk  to  Mr.  Timmons.^  Can  you 
comment  on  that? 

The  President.  I  have  full  faith  in  the  total  integrity  of  the  Attorney  General, 
Mr.  Edward  Levi,  and  his  decision,  I  think,  fully  and  completely  ends  that 
matter. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  case  is  closed  on  that,  Mr.  President  ? 

The  President.  I  have  full  confidence  in  the  Attorney  General.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  integrity.  I  think  he  has  done  a  good  job,  and  I  am  sure  the  decision  he 
made  is  the  right  one. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  as  it  stands  right  now,  Eugene  McCarthy  will  be  on  the 
New  York  State  ballot  next  Tuesday.  If  this  decision  is  made  final,  how  will 
this  affect  the  fight  for  New  York  State's  41  electoral  votes  ? 

The  President.  I  am  really  not  the  best  judge  of  that.  Eugene  McCarthy  is  a 
very  fine  person.  I  have  known  him  ever  since  both  he  and  I  took  the  oath  of 
office  on  January  3,  1949.  We  came  to  the  Congress  simultaneously.  Gene  Mc- 
Carthy has  made  a  very  excellent  record  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in 
the  Senate.  He  ought  to  be  on  the  ballot  under  State  law  where  it  is  permitted, 


^U.S.  Representative  Wright  Patman  of  Texas  was  Chairman  of  the  House  Banking,  Currency,  and 
Housing  Committee,  which  investigated  the  Watergate  break-in. 
*  William  E.  Timmons,  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Legislative  Affairs  1973-74. 
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and  I  think  the  people  of  New  York  or  elsewhere  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  vote 
for  him  if  they  feel  it  is  the  right  decision. 
Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:   The  President  spoke  at    11:18   a.m.  at  the  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

National  Aviation  Facilities  Experimental  Center.  the  White  House  press  release. 
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Remarks  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey.     October  27,  1976 

Fritz  Haneman,  Senator  Case,  Mayor  Lazarow: 

May  I  say  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  Dorothy  and  her  v^arm  w^elcome.  She  comes 
from  Minnesota;  that  is  Gopher  country.  I  come  from  Michigan,  and  that  is 
Wolverine  country.  And  when  a  Gopher  and  a  Wolverine  get  together,  boy,  you 
can't  beat  'em. 

But  I  do  vv^ant  to  recognize  Charlie  Sandman,  Tom  Kane,  Web  Todd.  And  I 
have  tw^o  very  close  and  very  dear  friends  v^ho  have  been  traveling  v^ith  me  for 
the  last  several  days,  people  you  know^,  people  you  respect,  and  people  that  I  ad- 
mire, respect,  and  appreciate.  First,  I  want  to  introduce  to  you  Joe  Garagiola. 

I  was  going  to  introduce  former  Democratic  Congresswoman  Edith  Green, 
who  was,  I  think,  one  of  the  outstanding  Members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  19  years.  While  we  were  in  the  Congress  together,  she  was  on  the 
Democratic  side  and  I  was  on  the  Republican  side.  But  I  understand  that  some- 
where between  the  plane  and  here,  Edith  didn't  quite  make  it.  I  understand  that 
she  is  not  feeling  well.  But  she  has  been  campaigning  with  us  and,  believe  me,  to 
have  that  kind  of  superb  support  from  a  really  outstanding  Member  of  the  Con- 
gress on  the  Democratic  side,  I  am  deeply  grateful  and  very  appreciative. 

Now  let  me  say  it  is  great  to  be  back  in  New  Jersey.  I  was  here  a  week  or  10 
days  ago.  When  I  was  here  several  weeks  ago,  I  saw  a  sign  that  said  '']tTsty  loves 
Jerry."  It  has  gotten  bigger  since  I  was  here  before — {laughter'] — ^but  let  me  say 
that  Jerry  loves  Jersey,  and  I  mean  it  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 

It  seems  that  the  enthusiasm  in  New  Jersey  has  gotten  even  greater  than  it 
was  when  I  was  here  a  few  weeks  ago.  But  let  me  give  you  all  a  special  invita- 
tion, because  I  know  that  we  are  going  to  carry  New  Jersey,  we  are  going  to  win 
the  election.  But  I  invite  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  come  to  Washington  on 
January  20, 1977,  to  be  there  for  the  inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

As  we  come  to  the  final  days,  really,  of  this  great  campaign,  I  want  to  reiterate 
where  I  stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government,  for  fiscal  respon- 
sibility, for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower  taxes,  for  military  strength  that  will  keep 
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the  peace  in  the  world.  And  may  I  say  with  great  emphasis,  not  a  single  young 
American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  today,  and  we  are  proud  of  it. 

After  so  many  years  where  the  defense  of  this  country  was  shortchanged  by  the 
Congress,  I  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  appropriations  in  the  history  of 
the  United  States.  And  I  convinced  the  Congress  in  this  last  year  that  it  was 
good  policy,  that  it  was  necessary,  so  that  when  the  United  States  meets  any 
challenge  in  negotiation  or  otherwise,  we  have  the  capability,  we  have  the 
wherewithal  so  that  the  United  States  is  number  one.  It  is  today,  and  we  are 
going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  inflation,  let  me  say  that  we  have  made  sig- 
nificant progress.  We  have  reduced  the  rate  of  inflation  from  over  12  percent  to 
less  than  6  percent.  And  I  pledge  to  you  in  the  next  4  years,  we  are  going  to  do 
better  and  we  are  really  going  to  win  the  battle  against  inflation  in  this 
government. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  Federal  spending,  I  submitted 
a  budget  last  January  that  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  by  over 
50  percent.  I  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  66  vetoes  and  saved 
you,  the  hard-pressed  taxpayers  of  this  country,  about  $9  billion-plus,  which 
means  for  each  family,  a  $200  saving  in  Federal  spending.  And  that  is  progress. 

Because  I  haven't  been  afraid  to  say  no  to  those  who  want  to  spend  and 
spend,  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  submit  in  1978  a  balanced  Federal  budget. 
And  we  will  have  another  tax  reduction  at  the  same  time. 

I  think  you  in  the  great  State  of  New  Jersey  know  how  risky  it  is  when  a 
candidate  says  one  thing  on  the  campaign  trail  and  then  does  something  else 
when  he  gets  in  public  office  in  reference  to  taxes.  You  learned  what  is  is  like 
when  a  candidate  faces  the  voters  with  a  promise  and  then  turns  his  back  on 
them  after  the  election  and  after  the  inauguration.  You  will  learn  with  every 
dollar  that  you  pay  for  your  State  income  tax  here  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

There's  a  good  alternative  to  that  kind  of  political  acrobatics.  You  know  where 
I  stand.  I  am  for  the  little  taxpayer  and  I  am  against  the  big  tax  spender. 

My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  I  proposed  last  year,  an  increase  in 
the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  What  does  that  mean  for  a  family 
of  five— three  children,  husband,  and  wife  ?  If  Congress  had  had  the  wisdom  to 
go  along  with  it,  you,  as  taxpayers  next  April,  would  have  been  able  to  sit  down 
when  you  make  out  that  return,  and  the  family  of  five  would  have  been  able  to 
have  a  $1,250  increase  in  your  personal  exemption. 

Now,  Congress  wasn't  smart  enough  to  do  anything  about  it.  But  let  me  tell 
you,  I  am  going  to  submit  that  to  the  Congress  next  year.  And  if  they  don't  do  it 
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next  year,  we  will  go  back  at  them  again.  And  if  they  don't  do  it  in  1978,  we 
will  go  to  the  voters  of  America,  and  we  will  beat  those  people  who  won't  give 
you  that  kind  of  a  tax  reduction.  The  middle-income  taxpayer  in  this  country, 
for  too  long  a  time,  has  been  shortchanged,  and  we  are  going  to  change  that 
in  the  Congress,  beginning  in  January  of  1977. 

Now,  let  me  say,  we  have  faced  the  worst  recession  in  the  last  40  years  in  the 
last  18  months.  We  have  had  unemployment  that  was  far  too  high.  But,  at 
the  same  time  let  me  say  on  the  affirmative  side  we  have  created  4  million  more 
jobs  and  we  have  88  million  American  people  working  today — an  alltime  high — 
and  we  have  achieved  this  not  by  dead-end  taxpayer-paid  jobs,  but  by  jobs  pri- 
marily in  the  private  sector  where  five  out  of  the  six  jobs  are  today.  And  as  we 
move  ahead  in  the  next  few  months  under  the  Ford  administration,  we  are 
going  to  have  more  jobs.  We  are  going  to  have  more  jobs  in  the  private  sector, 
because  we  are  going  to  stimulate  the  economy  with  tax  reductions  for  you  and 
for  business.  And  that  is  the  way  we  are  going  to  make  America  prosperous, 
the  way  you  want  it. 

Two  years  ago,  the  American  people  suffered  a  tragic  betrayal  of  public 
trust.  America,  I  think  we  can  say,  with  full  confidence,  has  had  its  faith 
restored  in  the  White  House.  My  administration  has  been  open,  candid,  forth- 
right, speaking  right  straight  from  the  shoulder,  and  I  promise  you,  I  pledge  to 
you,  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way  in  the  next  4  years. 

In  every  field,  America  is  on  the  move,  on  the  march.  This  Nation  is  sound, 
this  Nation  is  secure,  this  Nation  has  an  opportunity  for  a  better  quality  of  life. 
And  this  administration  has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people  for  the 
next  4  years.  I  can  say  with  a  clear  conscience,  my  record  is  one  of  promise — 
progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises. 

Yes,  we  have  had  our  problems,  but  in  the  last  2  years  we  have  come  a  long, 
long  way.  At  home  as  well  as  abroad  we  are  putting  our  old  differences  aside, 
we  are  putting  our  old  problems  behind  us,  healing  our  wounds,  and  I  am  proud 
to  be  a  citizen  of  this  great  country.  And  I  look  around  this  wonderful  audience, 
and  I  think  every  one  of  you  are  proud  to  be  an  American  right  now. 

So,  as  we  come  to  the  final  countdown,  give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will 
reduce  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  ensure  the  integrity  of  our  social  security 
system.  We  will  improve  Medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can  enjoy  the  health 
and  the  happiness  that  they  have  so  richly  earned.  There  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well,  and  they  won't  under  the  Ford 
administration. 
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Give  me  your  mandate  and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all,  that 
will  preserve  the  family  home,  the  family  business,  the  family  farm;  that  will 
give  business  the  tax  incentives  to  build  new  plants,  to  modernize,  to  create  more 
jobs  for  America. 

Give  me  your  mandate  on  November  2  and  we  will  lead  this  country  on  the 
paths  of  peace  through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the 
United  States  of  America  in  the  first  4  years  of  our  third  century. 

I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  the  United  States.  For  America  the  future  is 
a  friend.  And  as  we  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more,  as  I  promised 
you  before,  to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me  the 
right  to  see  the  right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America.  God  help- 
ing me,  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The   President   spoke   at    12    noon   on    the  Kane,  New  Jersey  campaign  manager  for  President 

Boardwalk  in  front  of  the  Haddon  Hall  Hotel.  In  Ford,  Webster  B.  Todd,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  New 

his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Howard  F.  Haneman,  Jersey     Republican     State     Committee,     and     Joe 

chairman  of  the  Atlantic  County  Republican  Party,  Garagiola,  NBC  sports  commentator. 

Senator  Clifford  P.  Case,  Mayor  Joseph  Lazarow  of  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

Atlantic    City,    Dorothy    Benham,    Miss    America,  the  White  House  press  release. 

Representative   Charles  W.   Sandman,   Thomas   H. 
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Remarks  at  the  State  Meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  School  Boards 
Association  in  Atlantic  City.     October  27,  1976 

Mr.  Schwartz,  Senator  Cliff  Case,  distinguished  members  and  guests  of  the  New 
Jersey  School  Board  Association: 

First,  let  me  express  my  deep  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  Cliff  Case,  a  long 
and  close  friend  of  mine,  for  joining  me  here  on  this  occasion.  I  had  hoped  to 
bring  a  longstanding  friend  of  education  with  me  this  morning.  She  was  on  the 
plane,  but  didn't  feel — ^we  have  been  working  her  pretty  hard — that  she  could 
get  here.  But  I  am  sure  many  of  you  know  former  Congresswoman  Edith  Green 
of  Oregon.  She  wanted  me  to  express  to  all  of  you  her  best  wishes  to  you  and  to 
the  educational  system  in  this  great  State  of  New  Jersey. 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  join  you,  the  largest  school  board  associa- 
tion in  the  whole  United  States,  as  you  consider  some  of  the  very  serious  chal- 
lenges that  face  you  in  your  responsibilities.  Our  Nation  has,  as  I  understand 
it,  about  105,000  school  board  members,  the  largest  group  of  elected  officials  in 
this  whole  country. 

You  are,  because  of  your  responsibilities,  a  tremendous,  creative  force  in  our 
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society,  and  I  congratulate  you.  You  serve  without  pay,  but  you  carry  tremen- 
dous responsibilities  for  the  betterment  of  America.  I  think  you  do  a  great  job. 
Congratulations. 

You  and  all  the  school  board  members  represent  really  the  essence  of  democ- 
racy. For  young  Americans,  you  represent  the  first  contact  that  they  have  with 
formal  government.  School  board  members,  elected  or  chosen  under  the  system 
in  each  community  responsible  for  the  education  of  young  people  within  that 
community,  are  fundamental  and  unique  to  our  country's  system  of  education. 
The  local  control  that  you  represent  is  not  only  an  American  tradition,  it  makes 
av^uUy  good  sense. 

Educational  problems,  as  well  as  educational  priorities,  are  different  not  only 
between  States  but  within  individual  States.  Firsthand  experience  gives  you 
the  special  sensitivity  to  understand  the  concerns  of  the  people  that  you  represent 
and  to  respond  to  them  in  an  affirmative  way. 

You  may  remember  how  I  dealt  with  a  recent  Federal  ruling  that  would 
have  prohibited  father  and  son,  mother  and  daughter  school  events.  Let  me 
assure  you,  I  will  stay  on  guard  against  such  unwarranted  Federal  instrusion 
into  community  affairs.  I  am  a  firm  believer— and  have  been  all  of  my  political 
life — in  local  control  of  community  schools.  The  course  of  American  education 
must  be  chartered  in  our  Nation's  communities,  not  in  Washington,  D.C. 

In  the  past  decade,  America  has  responded  to  the  problems  of  education 
with  a  wide  variety  of  Federal  programs  designed  to  meet  special  and  specific 
needs  through  assistance  to  State  and  local  school  agencies.  Each  new  program 
was  aimed  at  educational  problems  of  particular  segments  of  our  population. 
As  a  result,  the  proliferation  of  narrow,  categorical  programs  has  caused  con- 
fusion, duplication,  as  well  as  waste.  Local  citizens  and  administrators  are 
buried  under  an  avalanche  of  forms,  applications,  and  reports,  generated  by  no 
less  than  110  separate  and  frequently  overlapping  Federal  aid  to  education 
programs. 

I  think  it  is  unbelievable — and  I  certainly  understand  those  hard-working 
administrators — ^but  it  must  seem  to  them  as  if  the  explosion  of  knowledge  is 
only  exceeded  by  the  explosion  of  paperwork.  [Laughter] 

As  President,  the  first  piece  of  major  legislation  that  I  signed,  shortly  over 
2  years  ago,  was  the  Omnibus  Education  Act.  It  improved  the  distribution  of 
Federal  education  funds.  It  unclogged  the  administration  of  Federal  education 
programs. 

Earlier  this  month,  I  was  very  pleased  to  sign  the  Education  Amendments 
of  1976.  These  amendments  will  make  it  possible  for  State  and  local  school 
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officials  to  participate  more  actively  in  the  planning  of  federally  supported 
education  programs,  especially  in  the  field  of  vocational  education. 

These  have  been  moves  in  the  right  direction.  But  in  a  major  proposal  I  sent 
to  the  Congress  in  March  of  1976, 1  urged  the  further  consolidation  of  Federal 
education  programs  in  the  interest  of  service  to  local  schools,  effective  adminis- 
tration, as  well  as  economy.  Under  this  proposal — and  it  was  encouraging  that 
most  State  school  administrators  with  whom  I  talked  personally  strongly 
favored  it,  and  many  local  school  officials  with  whom  I  met  and  discussed  it 
with  personally  favored  it— it  would  have  consolidated  24  categorical  grants 
into  a  single  block  grant. 

The  States,  the  communities — not  some  well-intentioned  but  not  locally 
oriented  bureaucrat  in  Washington — would  decide  how  this  money  would 
best  help  their  schools.  That  is  what  we  really  want — the  money  to  go  to  your 
school  districts  directly  with  a  minimum  of  redtape  as  far  as  Washington, 
D.C.,  is  concerned. 

This  proposal,  which  I  have  tried  to  describe  in  very  general  terms,  recognizes 
and  enhances  the  important  role  of  school  board  members  like  yourself.  Within 
certain,  very  broad  guidelines,  each  State  would  establish  its  own  plan  for 
spending  Federal  education  funds.  It  would  be  required  to  take  your  views 
into  account  in  establishing  the  structures  and  the  procedures  for  drawing  up 
that  plan.  Furthermore,  each  State  plan  for  spending  Federal  funds  would  have 
to  provide  that  at  least  75  percent  of  the  funds  supplied  are  passed  through  to 
local  education  agencies. 

Since  I  made  this  block  grant  proposal,  some  positive  suggestions  have  come 
forward  from  the  working  people  in  the  educational  system  of  this  country  that 
I  think  will  improve  it.  And  I  firmly  suggest  to  you  that  in  January  of  this 
year,  we  will  submit  it  again  with  those  improvements,  and  I  hope  the  Congress 
responds. 

But  whatever  the  final  form — and  I  am  sure  witii  the  reaction  from  the  educa- 
tional organizations  and  educational  leaders — I  am  certain  that  it  will  be  a 
great  improvement  in  the  delivery  of  Federal  aid  to  education  and  to  community 
control  of  community  schools. 

So,  I  urge  the  kind  of  cooperation  that  I  know  I  can  get,  the  Congress  can 
get,  so  that  we  can  all  work  together,  because  each  and  every  one  of  us  is  totally 
dedicated  to  a  better  and  better  educational  opportunity  for  all  of  our  children. 

In  spite  of  my  conviction  that  Federal  spending  must  be  held  in  check — and 
I  hold  that  very  deeply — I  have,  because  of  my  strong  personal  dedication  to 
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American  schools,  urged  that  Federal  aid  to  education  actually  be  increased.  My 
block  grant  program,  which  I  described  just  a  moment  ago,  did  call  for  increased 
spending  in  each  of  the  3  fiscal  years  after  its  enactment. 

But  let  me  point  out  another  area  of  deep  mutual  concern.  At  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity 2  years  ago — and  every  time  somebody  from  Michigan  mentions  Ohio 
State  we  have  to  be  a  little  careful — [laughter] — he  [I]  urged  that  transition 
from  the  world  of  education  to  the  world  of  work,  a  crucial  juncture  in  the  life 
of  every  single  individual,  and  [had]  to  be  explored.  I  said  at  that  time,  at  a 
commencement  address  at  Columbus,  that  the  Nation  needs  new  ways  to  bring 
the  world  of  work  and  the  world  of  institutions  of  education  together.  The 
United  States  Office  of  Education  and  the  Departments  of  Commerce  and  Labor, 
private  industry  and  private  business,  have  responded  to  my  challenge  in  a  very 
encouraging  way. 

In  the  past  2  years,  scores  of  programs  have  been  developed  to  help  high 
school  students  prepare  for  very  worthwhile  occupations  while  completing  their 
education.  These  developments  are  new,  they  are  existing,  they  are  inviting,  and 
they  are  a  fine,  fine  example  of  how  government  as  a  helpful  servant,  rather 
than  a  meddling  master  in  the  area  of  education,  can  be  constructive. 

This  is  the  sort  of  cooperative  new  effort  that  is  needed  across  the  whole  edu- 
cation spectrum.  School  board  members,  parents,  teachers,  religious  leaders, 
government  officials,  businessmen— we  all  have  to  work  together  to  meet  the 
educational  challenges  of  America's  third  century. 

We  had  a  wonderful  celebration  on  July  4,  and  a  new  spirit  seemed  to  be 
generated  or  exposed  in  America  on  that  great  day.  I  hope  and  trust,  and  I 
firmly  believe,  that  that  spirit  will  continue  in  our  third  century  to  give  to  all 
of  us  and  those  that  follow,  not  only  the  vision  of  what  we  want — ^freedom, 
liberty,  responsibility — but  will  give  us  the  opportunity  to  make  that  dream  a 
reality. 

As  I  close,  I  pledge  my  cooperation  and  my  continuing  effort  on  behalf  of 
American  education.  With  your  support,  I  will  keep  working  to  untie  the  red- 
tape  that  binds  you,  to  continue  our  American  tradition  of  local  education  con- 
trol, to  see  that  Americans  are  well-educated  and  that  America  is  well-prepared 
for  this  exciting  future  that  I  foresee. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of  join- 
ing you  this  morning,  and  I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:28  p.m.  at  the       New  Jersey  School  Boards  Association. 

Haddon  Hall  Hotel.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

referred  to  Lawrence  J.  Schwartz,  president  of  the       the  White  House  press  release. 
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Remarks  at  Villanova  University  in  Villanova,  Pennsylvania. 
October  27,  1976 

Jim  Nolan,  Father  Driscoll,  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  congressional  delega- 
tion, students,  faculty  and  guests: 

May  I  express  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  the  poHtical  union  and  particularly  you,  Jim.  I  understand  that  this  organiza- 
tion has  a  background  as  a  political  debating  society.  Well,  following  the  three 
debates  I  had  with  my  opponent,  I  was  asked  on  several  occasions,  would  I  make 
suggestions  for  the  future  or  comments  on  the  past.  I  said,  "Well,  I  hope  they 
do  become  institutionalized  in  our  political  future,"  and  then  I  said — as  I  re- 
flected on  the  debates — that  I  would  make  two  observations.  One,  I  hope  that 
Jimmy  Carter  would  answer  his  questions — {laughter^ — but  I  also  said  I  thought 
I  ought  to  question  my  answers.  [Laughter'] 

But  as  you  have  noticed,  I  have  three  very  special  guests  here  today  that  are 
close  to  me  and  have  been  very  helpful.  One  you  have  met,  our  son  Jack.  Then  I 
also  have  another  special  guest  who  has  been  working  with  me  and  traveling  to 
help  the  cause,  and  I  think  it  is  especially  appropriate  in  an  educational  institu- 
tion with  the  great  reputation  that  you  have  here  at  Villanova.  One  of  the  out- 
standing Members  of  the  House  or  the  Senate  for  19  years  was  a  Democratic 
Member  of  the  Congress,  Representative  Edith  Green.  Edith  Green,  I  can  tell 
you,  was  a  formidable  opponent  and  a  welcome  ally.  We  worked  together  on 
many,  many  programs.  We  seemed  to  understand  and  try  to  do  things  in  con- 
junction on  educational  matters.  But  Edith  Green  of  the  great  State  of  Oregon, 
who  retired  2  years  ago,  has  been  helping  me.  I  just  want  you  to  know  Edith 
Green  is  with  me  and  helping  in  my  ideas  and  recommendations  concerning 
education.  Edith,  will  you  please  stand  up. 

But  there  is  another  guest  that  has  been  going  with  us.  You  recognized  him 
when  he  walked  in.  But  let  me  tell  you,  when  I  was  very  young,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  part  of  my  ambition  to  be  a  baseball  player.  Obviously,  I  didn't  suc- 
ceed. [Laughter]  But  then  after  I  came  back  from  World  War  II,  I  was  trying 
to  practice  a  little  law,  and  I  was  doing  a  little  high  school  football  broadcasting. 
Obviously,  I  didn't  succeed.  [Laughter] 

But  we  have  here  Joe  Garagiola.^  Maybe  I  shouldn't  say  this  about  Joe's  career, 
but  I  think  Joe  feels  it  is  good  to  be  on  a  winning  team  for  a  change.  [Laughter] 


^  NBC  sports  commentator. 
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It  is  great  to  be  here  at  Villanova,  and  I  am  deeply  appreciative  of  the  warm 
welcome.  As  we  come  into  the  home  stretch  of  this  great  campaign,  I  can't 
think  of  a  better  place  to  be  than  at  this  great  university.  I  can't  think  of  a  better 
place  to  be  at  this  great  university  that  has  been  the  alma  mater  of  so  many 
fast  runners.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  only  thing  that  would  make  me  worry 
about  running  against  Jimmy  Carter  would  be  if  he  had  Jumbo  Elliott  ^  as  his 
coach.  [Laughter]  But  let  me  tell  you  something  else.  This  one  long-distance 
run  is  one  race  I  am  going  to  win. 

Villanova  University  is  truly  an  outstanding  example  of  those  privately  sup- 
ported institutions  which  have  contributed  so  much  to  America's  greatness  and 
to  our  country's  progress.  You  share  in  America's  distinguished  tradition  of 
private  higher  education,  a  tradition  that  is  a  century  older  than  our  country 
itself. 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  a  suggestion  made  by  my  opponent  in  this  campaign 
that  the  Government  tax  all  church-supported  properties  other  than  the  church 
building  itself.  This  would  have  serious  implications,  as  I  have  analyzed  the 
the  problem,  not  only  for  church-supported  schools  but  for  church-supported 
hospitals,  orphanages,  and  retirement  homes. 

As  far  as  our  Government  is  concerned,  those  activities  are  as  much  a  part 
of  the  church's  mission  as  the  church's  place  of  worship.  There  is  a  constitu- 
tional separation  of  church  and  state  in  this  country,  and  I  will  not  see  that 
separation  sacrificed  for  a  few  more  dollars  in  Federal  tax  revenues. 

Americans  must  never  forget  that  privately  endowed  colleges  and  universi- 
ties like  Villanova  serve  important  public  functions.  Today,  as  in  the  past,  they 
help  prepare  our  national  leadership  in  arts,  the  sciences,  law,  medicine,  religion, 
and  in  business,  as  well  as  in  government. 

The  strength,  the  vitality  of  America's  privately  endowed  colleges  and  uni- 
versities are  essential  to  our  educational  system  in  America.  If  these  private 
institutions  should  close,  shifting  the  burden  from  private  donors  to  public 
taxpayers,  the  tax  load  would  be  infinitely  heavier.  We  must  not  let  this  happen, 
and  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  we  will  not. 

Let  me  repeat  with  emphasis  what  I  have  said  many,  many  times  before.  I 
approve,  support,  and  encourage  the  principle  of  volunteer  giving  to  help 
finance  higher  education,  and  I  will  continue  to  strongly  oppose  any  legislative 
proposals  which  discourage  such  support,  including  those  which  would  limit 
charitable  tax  deductions,  disallow  the  full  value  of  appreciated  assets,  or  exclude 
the  State  tax  deductions. 


^  Chalmers   (Jumbo)  Elliott,  head  coach  of  the  University  of  Michigan  football  team  1959-68. 
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We  must  also  find,  and  find  as  quickly  and  effectively  as  possible,  ways 
through  the  tax  system  of  actually  easing  the  burden  of  families  whose  sons 
and  daughters  attend  nonpublic  schools  and  to  help  families  cope  with  the 
expenses  of  a  college  education. 

Although  I  am  a  product  of  public  education  through  the  University  of 
Michigan,  I  was  the  beneficiary  of  a  law  school  education  at  Yale  Law  School. 

But  I  believe  very  deeply  that  the  competition  of  nonpublic  schools  to  the 
public  school  system  is  helpful  in  upgrading  and  maintaining  the  level  of  the 
public  schools.  Competition  in  education  is  just  as  important  as  competition 
on  the  athletic  field,  in  business,  or  elsewhere,  and  we  must  maintain  our  non- 
public school  systems  throughout  the  United  States. 

Let  me  tell  you  something  else  that  I  haven't  forgotten.  Two  years  ago,  in 
October  of  1974,  when  I  visited  Philadelphia,  some  of  your  fellow  students 
thoughtfully  gave  me  a  Villanova  football  jersey.  [Laughter']  After  a  year 
or  about  a  year  after  that,  I  understand  that  some  of  you  saw  photographs  of 
my  daughter,  Susan,  wearing  it.  [Laughter]  Well,  Susan  couldn't  be  here  today, 
but  I  think  you  will  recognize  this  jersey. 

As  you  obviously  saw,  that  jersey  had  number  76  on  it,  and  it  is  on  there,  as 
I  understood  it,  because  some  of  you  were  encouraging  me  to  run  in  1976.  I 
took  your  advice.  [Laughter]  And  with  your  help,  we  are  going  to  win 
November  2. 

I  have  come  to  this  great  university  to  share  with  you  some  views  that  I  have 
of  America  in  1976  and  my  hopes  for  America  in  the  next  4  years  and  beyond. 

During  the  last  2  years,  in  the  aftermath  of  a  very  difficult  war  and  a  painful 
ordeal  of  economic  adversity  and  political  crisis,  we  reached  a  very  critical 
turning  point  in  America's  history. 

Throughout  most  of  your  lives,  as  I  look  around  this  wonderful  audience, 
America  has  been  in  turmoil.  Some  of  our  most  beloved  leaders  have  been  as- 
sassinated; there  was  a  war  that  seemed  to  have  no  end;  there  were  destructive 
riots  on  our  streets  and  on  some  of  our  college  campuses;  we  suffered  runaway 
inflation  and  the  worst  recession  in  40  years;  we  were  betrayed  by  corruption  at 
the  highest  levels  of  our  Government.  Fortunately,  the  skies  are  much  brighter 
this  October.  And  I  think  we  can  say  that  the  administration  has  had  something 
to  do  in  turning  the  economy  around. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  growing  prosperity.  More  Americans  were  on  the  job 
in  1976  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  some  88  million 
people  gainfully  employed.  Many,  or  I  should  say  too  many  people  are  still  out 
of  work,  but  we  are  on  the  move,  and  I  will  not  be  satisfied  until  every  Ameri- 
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can  who  wants  a  job  has  a  job.  We  have  cut  inflation  in  half,  and  we  are  making 
continuous  headway  in  that  regard. 

America  is  at  peace.  There  are  no  young  Americans  fighting  or  dying  on  any 
foreign  soil  today,  and  I  say  with  emphasis,  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

Perhaps  most  important  of  all,  America's  trust  in  the  White  House  has  been 
restored.  As  I  said  on  taking  the  oath  of  office  as  President  on  August  9, 1974,  our 
long  national  nightmare  is  over.  In  the  last  2  years  the  United  States  of  America 
has  made  an  incredible  comeback,  and  we  are  not  through  yet. 

In  200  years  as  a  free  people  much  has  changed  in  our  Nation,  but  America's 
basic  goals  remain  the  same.  Americans  want  a  job  with  a  good  future;  Ameri- 
cans want  homes  in  decent  neighborhoods  and  schools  with  quality  education; 
Americans  want  physical  security,  safety  against  war,  and  safety  against  crime; 
safety  against  pollution  in  the  water  we  drink  and  in  the  air  that  we  breathe; 
we  want  medical  and  hospital  care  when  we  are  sick  and  costs  that  will  not  wipe 
out  our  savings;  we  want  the  time  and  the  opportunity  to  enlarge  our  experi- 
ence through  recreation  and  through  travel,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

These  are  the  goals  which  every  politician  and  every  citizen,  I  think,  truly  has 
for  America.  They  are  not  some  mystic  vision  out  of  the  future.  They  are  the 
continuing  agenda  for  action  in  this  great  country. 

So,  the  question  in  this  campaign  of  1976  is  not  who  has  the  better  vision  of 
America.  The  question  is  who  can  best  make  that  vision  a  reality. 

The  American  people  are  ready  for  the  truth,  simply  spoken,  about  what  gov- 
ernment can  do  for  them  and  what  government  cannot  and  what  it  should  not 
do.  They  will  demand  performance,  not  promises. 

There  are  some  in  this  political  year  who  claim  that  more  government,  more 
spending,  more  taxes  and  more  control  over  our  lives  will  solve  our  problems. 
More  government  is  not  the  solution;  better  government  is  the  solution. 

It  is  time  that  we  thought  of  new  ways  to  make  government  a  capable  serv- 
ant rather  than  a  meddling  master.  It  is  time  we  trusted  the  American  people 
with  the  truth,  that  a  government  big  enough  to  give  us  everything  we  want  is 
a  government  big  enough  to  take  from  us  everything  we  have. 

It  is  not  enough  for  anyone  to  say,  trust  me.  Trust  must  be  earned.  Trust  is 
not  having  to  guess  what  a  candidate  means.  Trust  is  leveling  with  the  people 
before  the  election  about  what  you  are  going  to  do  after  the  election.  Trust  is  not 
being  all  things  to  all  people,  but  being  the  same  thing  to  all  people.  Trust  is  not 
cleverly  shading  words  so  that  each  separate  audience  can  hear  what  it  wants  to 
hear,  but  saying  plainly  and  very  simply  what  you  mean  and  meaning  what  you 
say. 
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I  am  proud  of  the  maturity  of  the  American  people  who  demand  more  hon- 
esty, truthfulness,  and  candor  of  their  elected  representatives.  The  American 
people,  particularly  young  people,  cannot  be  expected  to  take  pride  or  even  par- 
ticipate in  a  system  of  government  that  is  defiled  and  dishonored,  v^hether  in 
the  White  House  or  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  Personal  integrity  is  not  too  much 
to  ask  of  public  servants.  We  should  accept  nothing  less,  and  the  American 
people  will  not  do  so. 

On  November  2,  the  thoughts,  the  feelings  of  our  Bicentennial  will  be  ex- 
pressed in  a  specific  choice:  What  will  we  take  with  us  into  our  third  century? 
What  will  we  leave  behind  ?  What  sort  of  government  will  help  us  reach  our 
goals,  not  burden  us  with  excess  baggage  ? 

Our  Nation's  founders  did  not  seek  to  guarantee  our  happiness,  only  our  free- 
dom to  pursue  happiness  in  our  own  way.  The  government  alone  cannot  make 
life  meaningful.  It  can  protect  your  freedom  to  pursue  happiness,  but  it  cannot 
make  you  happy.  It  can  protect  your  freedom  to  worship,  but  it  cannot  give  you 
faith  in  God.  It  can  help  you  to  be  healthy  and  well  educated,  but  it  cannot  plant 
purpose  in  your  mind  or  in  your  body. 

Only  you,  the  individual,  with  the  help  of  family,  church,  and  community — 
only  you  can  do  just  that. 

Recently  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  apathy  and  the  frustration  of 
American  voters  in  this  election.  But  I  see  hopeful  signs  in  this  Bicentennial 
election  and  every  day  that  passes — particularly  in  the  last  week — I  have  become 
more  and  more  encouraged.  I  see  not  sterile  cynicism  and  skepticism,  but  the 
signs  of  an  new  realism  emerging  all  over  this  great  country.  Americans  are  real- 
izing that  there  is  only  so  much  the  government  can  do  for  you,  and  that  every 
promise  has  to  have  its  price. 

We  have  been  laying  the  foundations  for  a  great  third  century  in  America,  not 
on  false  promises  or  empty  optimism  but  on  a  sound  and  realistic  attitude  towards 
ourselves  and  towards  our  system. 

For  the  past  2  years,  I  have  done  my  best  to  put  this  Nation  back  on  an  even 
keel,  to  chart  a  steady  course  for  our  country's  future.  We  have  come  a  long,  long 
way.  We  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  do  all  the  things  that  this  country  has  the 
potential  to  do. 

We  can  build  an  America  that  not  only  celebrates  history  but  makes  it,  that 
offers  limited  government  and  unlimited  opportunity  that  concerns  itself  with 
the  quality  of  life,  that  proves  individual  liberty  is  still  the  key  to  common 
progress. 

I  have  been  very  proud  to  serve  as  your  President.  I  love  this  country  just  as  all 
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of  you  do.  It  would  be  tiie  highest  honor  of  my  Ufe  for  you  and  your  fellow 
Americans  to  say  to  me  November  2,  Jerry  Ford,  you  have  done  a  good  job. 
Keep  right  on  doing  it. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President   spoke  at  2:48   p.m.   at  the  dent,  Villanova  University. 

Villanova    University    Fieldhouse.    In    his   opening  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

remarks,  he  referred  to  James  M.  Nolan,  president  of  the  White  House  press  release. 

the  Political  Union,  and  Rev.  John  M.  Driscoll,  presi- 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party   Fundraising  Dinner  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.     October  27,  1976 

Bill  Simon,  the  great  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  my  good  friend  and  your  great 
Senator,  Senator  Hugh  Scott;  my  good  friend,  and  again  your  great  Senator, 
Dic\  Schweiker;  your  next  Senator,  John  Heinz;  a  very  fine  former  colleague  of 
mine  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Larry  Coughlin: 

I  am  here  to  first  express  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  w^onderful  job  that  all 
of  you  did  under  the  leadership  of  Drew  Lew^is  at  the  time  of  the  convention  in 
Kansas  City.  I  want  to  thank  Drew.  I  want  to  thank  Dr.  Ethel  Allen.  I  want  to 
thank  all  of  you  who  did  such  a  wonderful  job.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

But  I  add  very  quickly,  it  has  been  wonderful  to  come  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, or  the  Commonwealth,  I  should  say.  Like  yesterday,  I  was  in  Pittsburgh 
early  in  the  morning,  and  who  was  right  at  my  side.f^  Dick  Schweiker.  I  appreci- 
ate that  kind  of  loyalty,  that  kind  of  cooperation.  That's  what  we  are  getting 
in  Pennsylvania. 

In  Kansas  City,  I  said  that  we  were  not  going  to  concede  a  single  State,  we 
would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  and  we  haven't.  We  have  campaigned  the 
length  and  the  breadth  of  this  country,  and  the  net  result  is  we  have  the 
momentum  going.  We  have  the  momentum  going  because  we  have  the  right 
programs,  because  we  are  appealing  to  the  patriotic  spirit,  the  faith  that  people 
in  this  great  country  have  in  their  Nation,  the  kind  of  government  that  we  have. 

And  let  me  give  you  one  or  two  things  that  I  would  like  to  use,  or  have  you 
use,  in  the  remaining  days  of  this  very  critical  campaign.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  we  can  appeal  to  Independents,  Democrats,  RepubUcans.  But  there  are  two 
things  that  I  think  are  almost  overriding.  Peace — one  of  the  greatest  achieve- 
ments of  this  administration  is  the  fact  that  we  have  peace  and  not  a  single  young 
American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight.  And  we  have  the  mili- 
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tary  strength  and  the  diplomatic  skill  to  keep  it  that  way  in  the  next  4  years,  and 
we  will. 

It  would  be  tragic  if  the  military  strength  that  we  have  was  in  any  way  eroded 
by  suggestions  by  some  that  we  should  slash  $5  to  $7  billion  away  from  those 
necessary  funds  from  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines,  because  I  can  tell 
you,  as  one  who  has  negotiated  with  our  allies  to  strengthen  our  relationship,  as 
one  who  has  sat  across  the  table  negotiating  with  the  leaders  of  adversary  nations, 
it  is  so  reassuring  to  know  that  when  I  say  America  is  strong,  America  is  united, 
we  have  the  United  States  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  standing  ready 
to  do  a  job.  We  can  depend  on  them,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  them  number 
one. 

As  I  travel  in  many,  many  States,  another  overriding  concern  of  the  American 
people  is  that  their  tax  burden  is  rising,  locally  and  statewide.  I  can  say — and  look 
them  right  in  the  eye — and  say  to  taxpayers  in  Oregon  or  California,  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania,  that  President  Ford  recommended  in  January  of  last  year  a 
$28  billion  tax  reduction  with  a  $28  billion  restraint  on  Federal  spending. 

Congress  gave  us  half  of  both.  They  didn't  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal 
spending  as  much  as  they  should  have,  as  much  as  I  proposed.  They  only  gave 
the  American  people  half  of  the  tax  reduction  that  I  recommended. 

But  let  me  say  this:  We  laid  it  on  the  line.  We  recommended  the  best  way  to 
help  the  shortchanged  middle-income  taxpayer — and  he  has  been  given  short 
shrift  in  the  last  10  years — ^we  recommended — and  Bill  Simon,  I  can  recall  very 
vividly  saying,  "Mr.  President,  this  is  the  way  to  do  it" — we  proposed  that  we 
increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  Congress  didn't  respond. 
I  can't  understand  it,  but  nevertheless  they  didn't. 

But  let's  take  an  example.  This  is  what  you  can  tell  people  as  you  campaign 
in  Philadelphia  or  the  surrounding  suburbs  or  anyplace  else — that  if  Congress 
had  done  its  job,  a  man  who  has  a  wife  and  three  children,  when  he  would  make 
out  his  income  tax  returns  next  April,  under  President  Ford's  plan  he  could  have 
had  for  his  five  that  he  is  accountable  for— he  would  have  had  $1,250  more  in 
personal  exemption.  And  that  would  have  made  a  difference  to  that  taxpayer. 

Now  I  make  a  pledge  to  you.  Congress  didn't  do  the  job.  It  is  going  to  be  on 
their  shelf  next  January.  When  I  submit  the  budget,  the  economic  plan,  we  are 
going  to  recommend  the  same  thing.  And  if  they  fail  the  American  people 
again,  we  will  put  it  on  their  platter  in  January  of  1978.  And  if  they  fail  again 
in  the  Congress,  then  we  are  going  to  the  American  people  in  that  next  election 
in  1978,  and  we  are  going  to  beat  those  individuals  in  the  Congress  that  don't 
respond  with  the  right  kind  of  tax  reduction. 
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Well,  those  are  the  things — ^peace  and  a  tax  reduction. 

But  now  let's  talk  about  the  new  spirit  I  find  in  America,  whether  it  is  on  the 
west  coast  or  the  east  coast.  The  spark  was  really  lighted  here  in  Philadelphia 
on  July  4. 1  am  sure  many  of  you  attended  the  great  ceremonies  that  we  held  in 
the  city  right  here. 

The  American  people  have  been  disillusioned.  They  lost  faith  and  trust  in 
their  country,  maybe  in  themselves.  But  we  turned  things  around.  We  restored 
trust  in  the  White  House;  we  ended  the  war  in  Vietnam;  we  have  been  quite 
successful  in  battling  inflation,  from  over  12  percent  to  under  6  percent;  we  have 
added  4  million  jobs. 

But  the  main  thing  that  happened  on  July  4  was  there  was  a  rebirth  of  spirit. 
The  American  people  got  that  old  patriotism  back.  Instead  of  fighting  with  one 
another,  they  got  together.  There  is  a  new  belief,  not  only  in  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment but  in  each  other,  and  in  themselves. 

And  so  America  has  made  an  incredible  comeback.  We  have  the  momentum 
going,  and  I  happen  to  believe  that  when  the  people  go  to  those  polls  on  Novem- 
ber 2,  they  are  going  to  say, "  J^rry  Ford,  you  did  a  good  job.  We  want  you  to  do  it 
for  the  next  4  years." 

So,  I  thank  you  all.  I  thank  Billy  Meehan,  Bill  Devlin,  your  two  great  Sen- 
ators, your  next  Senator,  Larry  Coughlin,  all  of  you.  We  have  5|/^  days  to  go.  We 
can  do  it.  Pennsylvania  is  crucial.  Let's  make  certain  that  the  great  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  leads  the  pack  so  that  we  will  have  4  good  years  under 
Jerry  Ford. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The   President   spoke   at   7:52    p.m.   at   the  can   leader   of   Philadelphia,   and   William   Devlin, 

Philadelphia  Civic  Auditorium.  In  his  remarks,  he  Republican    chairman    for   Philadelphia    County, 

referred  to  Drew  Levi^is,  chairman  of  the  Pennsyl-  As  printed  above,  this  item  follow^s  the  text  of 

vania  President  Ford  Committee,  Ethel  Allen,  Phila-  the  White  House  press  release, 
delphia  councilwoman,  William  Meehan,  Republi- 
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Remarks  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.     October  27,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Congressman  Larry  Coughlin,  Senator  Dic\ 
Schwei\er,  Congressman  Bud  Shuster,  your  good  friend  Bob  Butera,  and  all  of 
the  other  dignitaries  here  on  the  podium: 

It's  wonderful  to  be  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  I  love  you, 
and  we're  going  to  win. 

As  I  travel  around  the  country  and  the  crowds  get  bigger,  the  enthusiasm 
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becomes  even  greater,  but  there's  one  thing  I  am  an  authority  on,  that's  the 
quality  of  the  bands.  Inside,  you  have  the  wonderful  Durning  String  Band,  the 
Plymouth-White  Marsh  Band,  and  as  I  came  in  I  couldn't  help  but  notice  the 
fine  music  and  the  wonderful  appearance  of  the  Central  Bucks  Marching  Band, 
the  Norristown  South  Marching  Eagles,  and  the  Sun  Valley  High  School  Band. 
Thank  you  all.  They're  the  best.  Congratulations.  I  deeply  appreciate  them  all 
being  here. 

Let  me  be  very  straightforward  with  you  tonight.  It's  great  to  be  back  in 
Pennsylvania.  You've  given  me  a  wonderful  welcome  here.  We  had  a  wonder- 
ful welcome  in  Pittsburgh  yesterday,  and  I  thank  all  the  wonderful  people  from 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  support  that  we're  going  to  get 
on  November  2,  and  we're  going  to  carry  the  Keystone  State. 

I'm  going  to  extend  to  you  a  special  invitation  from  Betty  and  myself.  Come 
on  down  to  Washington,  D.C.  January  20  and  see  the  Ford-Dole  ticket  sworn 
in  on  Inauguration  Day. 

As  we  come  to  the  final  countdown  days — and  we  have  just  6  days  left — I 
want  you  to  know  where  I  stand.  I  stand  on  your  side  for  limited  government, 
for  fiscal  responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  military  strength,  for  peace 
in  the  world.  And  I  remind  each  and  every  one  of  you  that  not  a  single  young 
American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  battlefield  tonight,  and  we're 
going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

After  so  many,  many  years  in  which  America's  defenses  were  shortchanged, 
I  proposed  the  two  largest  defense  outlays  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  convince  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  not  to 
slash  and  cut  our  defense  appropriations  in  1976. 

After  so  many  years  of  runaway  growth  in  the  Federal  budget,  I  submitted 
a  budget  for  this  fiscal  year  which  cut  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending  by 
one-half.  I  have  held  the  line  on  Government  spending  with  66  vetoes  and 
saved  you,  the  hard-pressed  American  taxpayer,  $9  billion  and  each  family  in 
this  country  $200  in  Federal  spending.  And  we're  going  to  do  better  next  year. 
And  because,  as  your  President,  I  have  not  been  afraid  to  say  no  to  the  big 
spenders  in  the  Congress,  we  will  submit  a  balanced  budget  in  1978,  and  we'll 
have  another  tax  reduction  for  the  American  people  in  addition. 

My  idea  of  tax  reform  is  very  simple — it's  tax  reduction.  I  proposed  last 
year,  in  January  of  1976,  that  the  Congress  increase  your  personal  exemption 
from  $750  to  $1,000.  Let  me  be  very  specific.  I'm  sure  in  this  great  group  here 
tonight  there  are  families  where  there  are  three  children,  a  husband  and  a  wife. 
If  Congress  had  done  its  job,  if  Congress  had  done  as  I  recommended,  that  fam- 
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ily,  next  April,  in  making  out  their  income  tax  return,  would  have  had  $1,250 
more  of  tax  exemption.  Congress  failed  you.  We're  going  to  put  it  on  their 
doorstep  next  January.  If  they  don't  do  it  in  1977,  we're  going  to  submit  it  in 
1978,  and  if  they  don't  do  it  then,  we  will  beat  'em  in  the  next  election. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  middle-income  taxpayer — ^which  is  about  50  percent 
of  the  American  taxpayers — they've  been  shortchanged.  Jerry  Ford  is  on  their 
side,  and  we're  going  to  get  that  kind  of  tax  reduction  out  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, I  pledge  to  you. 

Since  I've  been  your  President,  in  August  of  1974,  we  have  cut  the  cost  of 
inflation  by  one-half,  and  I  pledge  to  you  we'll  do  even  better  in  the  next 
4  years. 

After  the  worst  recession  in  40  years,  we  have  added  4  million  jobs  to  the 
American  economy  in  the  last  2  years,  not  by  creating  dead-end  taxpayers'  jobs, 
but  stimulating  jobs  with  a  future  in  the  private  economy.  That's  where  we  can 
make  this  country  prosperous  again.  We'll  get  tax  reduction  to  get  jobs,  and 
we  will  get  tax  reduction  so  you  will  have  more  of  your  own  money  to  spend 
for  yourself  and  your  family,  and  that's  another  pledge. 

We  still  have  too  many  people  out  of  work.  We're  not  satisfied  with  the  prog- 
ress we've  made,  but  more  Americans  were  on  the  job  in  1976  than  ever  before 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States — nearly  88  million— and  that's  a  tremendous 
comeback  from  where  we  were  just  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

After  the  tragic  betrayal  of  public  trust  2  years  ago,  America  has  had  its  faith 
restored  in  the  White  House  itself.  My  administration  has  been  open,  candid, 
forthright,  and  straightforward,  and  we're  going  to  keep  it  that  way  in  the  next 
4  years  under  Jerry  Ford. 

I  can  stand  before  this  wonderful  group  in  Plymouth  Mall  and  say  America 
is  on  the  move,  America  is  on  the  march,  the  Nation  is  sound,  the  Nation  is  se- 
cure, this  Nation  is  on  the  way  to  a  better  quality  of  life  for  all  Americans,  and 
this  administration  has  earned  the  trust  of  the  American  people  for  the  next  4 
years. 

My  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not  promises.  Yes, 
we  have  our  troubles,  but  in  the  last  2  years,  we've  come  a  long,  long  way.  We've 
made  incredible  progress,  and  we're  going  to  make  more  in  the  next  4  years. 

Here  at  home  we're  putting  our  old  differences  aside,  we're  putting  old  prob- 
lems behind  us,  and  we're  healing  the  wounds.  I'm  proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
great  United  States  of  America.  I  look  out  here,  and  I  know  that  every  one  of  you 
are  just  as  proud  to  be  an  American  as  I  am. 

Since  August  of  1974,  America  has  had  a  restoration  of  trust.  We've  ended  the 
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war  in  Vietnam.  We're  making  headway  out  of  the  recession.  It's  a  record  that 
Fm  proud  to  run  on,  a  record  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  concerned  citizens 
all  across  this  land — Independents,  Democrats,  Republicans — ^will  support  this 
record  on  November  2. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we'll  reduce  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we'll  ensure  the  integrity  of  the 
social  security  system;  we  will  improve  medicare  so  that  our  older  citizens  can 
enjoy  the  health  and  happiness  that  they  have  so  richly  earned.  There  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  have  to  go  broke  just  to  get  well.  And  they  won't  under  a  Ford 
administration. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  we  will  create  a  tax  structure  that  is  fair  to  all, 
that  will  preserve  the  family  in  America,  the  family  business,  the  family  farm, 
that  will  give  business  the  tax  incentives  to  build  new  plants,  to  modernize  old 
ones,  and  to  create  more  jobs  in  America. 

Give  me  your  mandate,  and  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on  the  path  of  peace 
through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace,  in  freedom  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  no  fear  for  the  future  of  America.  The  future  is  a  friend  of  America. 
And  as  you  and  I  go  forward  together,  I  promise  you  once  more — as  I  promised 
you  before— to  uphold  the  Constitution,  to  do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me  to 
see  the  right,  and  to  do  the  very  best  that  I  can  for  America.  God  helping  me,  I 
won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9  p.m.  at  Plymouth  Robert  Butera,  Pennsylvania  State  House  Minority 
Meeting  Mall.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to       Leader. 
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THANK  YOU  very  much,  Faidi.  Thank  all  of  you  wonderful,  dedicated,  loyal 
Delaware  County  Republican  workers  and  the  tremendous  senior  citizens  from 
this  area. 

It's  a  high  honor  and  a  very  rare  privilege  for  me  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  say  a  few  words  tonight.  Of  course,  I'm  here  to  urge  all  of  you  to  elect  John 
Heinz  your  next  United  States  Senator.  And  of  course,  I  strongly  urge  you 
to  make  darn  sure  that  John  Kenney  goes  down  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
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tives.  Of  course,  Dick  Schulze  and  Bud  Shuster — they  did  a  great  job,  so  make 
sure  you  send  them  back. 

IVe  never  been  to  a  poHtical  meeting  where  I  occupied  this  kind  of  podium 
before.  [Laughter]  The  last  time  I  had  spectators  or  participants  or  the  pubHc 
all  around  me  was  back  when  I  was  playing  football  at  the  University  of 
Michigan.  That  was  so  long  ago  it  was  back  when  the  ball  was  round.  [Laughter] 

But  let  me  say  something,  or  make  a  suggestion.  I've  been  in  Pittsburgh 
yesterday,  and  I  had  the  privilege  and  honor  of  being  there  with  Dick  Schweiker,^ 
who  was  with  me  at  the  J  &  L  [Jones  and  Laughlin  steel]  plant  and  who  was 
with  me  as  I  spoke  to  the  Pittsburgh  Economic  Club.  Dick  has  been  traveling 
with  me,  and  I  want  to  express  to  him — and  he's  with  me  here  tonight — 
my  deep  appreciation  for  your  loyal  and  dedicated  support. 

But  as  I  started  to  say,  I'd  like  to  experiment  tonight.  As  I  said,  this  is  a  new 
format.  For  the  next  15  minutes,  I'd  like  to  hear  a  pin  drop.  I  don't  want  you  to 
cheer  if  I  say  something  that  might  inspire  you.  I  hope  you  won't  moan  or  groan, 
and  please  don't  fall  asleep.  [Laughter] 

But  I  would  like  to  talk  very  seriously  and  very  straight  from  the  shoulder,  and 
let  you  refresh  your  memory,  if  you  would  for  just  a  moment.  Go  back  to 
August  of  1974.  Naturally,  I'll  never  forget  that  occasion  because  on  August  9 
of  that  month,  I  was  sworn  in  as  President  of  the  United  States. 

America  was  in  very  deep  trouble.  Faith  and  confidence  in  the  White  House 
had  been  lost,  and  I  think  there  was  an  undercurrent  of  lack  of  faith,  really, 
among  215  million  Americans,  in  our  government  and  our  future.  We  certainly 
were  suffering  the  worst  inflation  since  the  turn  of  the  century— over  12  percent. 
We  were  on  the  brink  of  the  worst  economic  recession  in  40  years,  and  we  were 
still  involved  very  substantially  in  Vietnam. 

I  can  recall  very  vividly  after  taking  the  oath  of  office  in  the  East  Room  of 
the  White  House,  and  going  with  Betty  to  the  Oval  Office  and  saying  to  her 
that  we  had  to  stand  tall  and  strong  because  we  loved  America,  as  all  Americans 
do.  But  we  had  to  find  a  way  to  put  the  ship  on  an  even  keel  and  to  set  a  steady 
course. 

And  slowly  but  surely— because  the  American  people  felt  that  they  had  a 
new  trust  in  the  White  House  itself  and  that  we  weren't  going  to  panic  and  we 
weren't  going  to  try  any  quick  fixes  that  sounded  good  but  didn't  have  any 
substance— and  so  slowly  but  surely  there  was  this  restoration  of  confidence  in 
America,  its  Government,  its  people,  its  principles,  its  aims,  its  objectives. 

People  could  begin  to  see  that  because  we  were  doing  the  right  thing  in  the 

^  Richard  S.  Schweiker,  U.S.  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

2739 


[978]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  27 

economy,  that  the  rate  of  growth  of  inflation  was  beginning  to  dampen  down, 
that  the  dollar  was  not  eroding  as  rapidly  as  it  had  in  1973  and  1974.  And 
although  we  were  in  a  recession — unemployment  was  going  up  and  employment 
was  going  down — they  saw  that  we  were  doing  fundamentally  the  right  thing 
to  get  us  out  of  the  problems  we  were  in.  Then,  of  course,  we  left  Vietnam,  and 
our  allies  were  reassured  by  the  strength  that  we  had  in  America,  and  our 
adversaries  saw  that  we  meant  business,  and  we  were  going  to  be  respected. 

So  then,  we  started  to  move.  And  you  could  feel  this  new  spirit  that  was 
generating  in  America.  And  you,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
probably  participated  more  directly  because  of  the  Bicentennial  affairs  that  took 
place  in  Philadelphia. 

But  wasn't  that  a  wonderful  experience  for  all  Americans  that  we  could 
celebrate  our  2(X)th  birthday  with  a  rejuvenation,  a  rebirth  of  the  spirit  that  our 
forefathers  developed  when  they  put  this  country  together  200  years  ago — 13 
colonies,  less  than  3  million  people. 

But  they  faced  adversity  and  they  came  out  of  it  and  gave  us  this  blessing. 
But  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  after  all  our  troubles,  America  seemed  to  be  on  the 
move  again.  There  had  been  this  incredible  feeling  that  faith  had  been  restored 
and  that  progress  was  on  its  way;  and  we  could  look  down  the  road  with  real 
vision,  a  vision  of  achievement,  that  we  could  not  only  read  about  history  but 
we  could  make  history  in  our  third  century. 

And  now  we've  got  a  great  election,  a  great  election  that  is  just  5}4  days  away, 
really.  It's  the  first  election  of  a  President  in  our  third  century,  and  it's  an  election 
that  will  undoubtedly  make  a  difference  in  the  course  that  America  takes  not 
only  for  the  next  4  years  but  for  the  next  century. 

You  know  what  the  differences  are,  but  let  me  talk  about  what  I  foresee  as 
what  will  be  done  in  the  next  4  years  if  I  have  the  opportunity  to  be  your  Presi- 
dent.  We've  gotten  most  of  our  past  troubles  out  of  the  way,  so  we  can  begin 
to  have  some  things  done  that  will  be  an  added  element  to  the  quality  of  life  that 
we  have  here  in  America. 

What  do  we  want?  We  certainly  want  a  job  for  every  American  who  wants 
to  work.  We  aren't  going  to  argue  about  statistics.  I  want  the  kind  of  a  society 
where  the  free  enterprise  system  makes  it  possible  for  any  American  who  wants 
to  work  to  get  a  job,  and  we're  going  to  achieve  that  objective  in  the  next  4 
years. 

But  the  quality  of  life  not  only  depends  on  the  job  but  it  depends  on  the 
home,  the  family.  The  housing  industry  has  been  in  some  trouble  during  our 
economic  recession.  But  I  was  so  encouraged  the  last  2  months — the  statistics 


2740 


October  27  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [978] 

indicated  that  we  were  really  on  the  upswing.  And  what  does  that  mean? 
It  means  that  people  are  willing  to  invest,  they  have  a  little  extra  money  for 
that  down  payment,  they  can  gamble  on  those  monthly  mortgage  payments. 

So  we're  going  to  try  and  help  them,  my  administration.  We're  going  to  cut 
the  down  payments  by  50  percent.  We're  going  to  make  sure  that  if  a  person 
has  a  20-  or  30-year  mortgage,  that  the  monthly  payments  are  less  when  a  young 
couple  is  earning  less.  And  the  monthly  payments  will  be  higher  when  a  person 
has  more  money  as  he  advances  up  the  salary  scale.  But  the  strength  of  this 
country  is  the  home  and  the  family,  and  we  want  those  neighborhoods  preserved. 

And  then,  of  course,  we  want  good  health  care.  I  think  the  American  people 
do  get  good  health  care,  but  we  have  to  make  positive  that  it  is  health  care 
they  can  afford.  And  we  owe  a  very  special  obligation  to  the  older  citizens  of 
this  country — some  33  million,  as  I  recall  the  figure — ^people  who  have  worked 
hard,  saved,  mainly  living  on  retirement  incomes.  We  owe  them  an  obliga- 
tion. That  obligation,  I  think,  is  to  make  certain  that  if  any  one  of  them  has 
an  extended,  prolonged,  expensive  illness,  that  instead  of  having  their  savings 
depleted  by  the  kind  of  costs  that  to  occur — and  I  venture  to  say  in  this  room 
tonight,  everybody  here  knows  of  that  kind  of  a  serious  tragedy  in  any  family. 

So,  that's  why  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  last  year  what  is  called  catastrophic 
health  insurance,  so  that  any  one  of  our  older  citizens,  senior  citizens,  cannot 
have  any  more  than  a  $750-a-year  bill  for  hospital  or  medical  expenses.  That 
relieves  them  and  gives  them  the  kind  of  security  that  I  think  would  be  better  for 
their  frame  of  mind  and,  certainly,  for  their  savings  that  they're  earned  over 
the  years. 

But  speaking  of  the  senior  citizens — and  I  know  there  are  some  here — there 
are  other  things  that  we  must  do:  cut  the  rate  of  inflation.  We've  done  quite 
well,  but  we're  going  to  do  better — ^from  over  12  percent  to  under  6  percent. 
That's  better  than  a  50-percent  rate  of  progress.  But  we  have  to  get  it  down,  and 
we  will. 

Then  we  have  to  make  sure  that  the  cost-of-living  escalator  for  social  security 
payments  are  there  for  them  to  count  on.  But  I  have  to  say  that  we  owe  an  obliga- 
tion, likewise,  to  make  sure  that  that  Social  Security  Trust  Fund  is  sound 
financially.  I  proposed  a  method  that  I  think  was  fair  to  achieve  that.  Congress 
didn't  respond.  But  we  have  an  obligation  to  those  who  are  retired  and  those 
who  will  shortly  be  retired  so  that  trust  fund  is  available  and  they  don't  have 
to  worry  about  it. 

And  then,  of  course,  of  all  the  people  in  this  great  country  who  need  most 
the  protection  from  crime — it's  our  older  senior  citizens.  So,  we've  got  to  do 
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something  in  the  quaUty  of  Ufe  area  to  make  certain,  to  make  positive,  that 
those  who  commit  a  crime  are  convicted  and  go  to  jail. 

My  administration  has  alv^ays  felt  that  the  emphasis  should  be  on  the  victims 
of  crime,  not  the  people  that  commit  the  crimes.  Let  me  tell  you  what  we're 
trying  to  do.  There  are,  unfortunately,  in  our  society,  some  who  are  what  we 
call  hardened  criminals,  career  criminals.  Starting  better  than  a  year  ago,  we 
tried  in  12  cities,  a  program  of  helping  State  and  local  law  enforcement  officers, 
the  courts,  with  a  career  criminal  program.  They  went  in  there  and  they  identi- 
fied two  or  three  or  five  career  criminals,  and  they  went  after  them  with  an 
amazing  rate  of  success. 

I  think  they,  in  the  12  cities,  have  a  record  of  conviction  of  about  90  to  95  per- 
cent, and  the  average  sentence  is  20  years  in  jail.  That's  what  ought  to  happen 
to  them.  But  then,  now  that  it  has  been  successful,  we  are  going  to  expand  it,  I 
think,  to  24  or  36  cities  in  the  next  12  months.  But  it's  an  obligation  of  every 
one  of  us  to  our  senior  citizens  that  they  can  walk  to  the  store,  go  to  church,  visit 
their  friends  in  safety  on  the  streets  of  wherever  they  may  live. 

But  also,  we  need  to  make  certain  that  our  younger  generation  has  a  quality 
education.  The  Federal  Government  does  contribute  to  local  and  State  educa- 
tional programs.  But  I  was  dumbfounded  just  the  other  day  to  find  that  there 
are  110  different  Federal  educational  programs.  If  you  can,  imagine  how  many 
bureaucrats  in  Washington  are  managing  110  educational  programs. 

But  anyhow,  what  we've  tried  to  do  and  what  we  are  going  to  do  is  to  sim- 
plify it.  Instead  of  having  110  individual  programs,  we  are  going  to  try  and  have 
a  single  block  grant  program  in  the  major  areas,  the  major  25  programs.  We'll 
increase  the  money  and,  at  the  same  time,  we'll  diminish  the  number  of  forms. 
We'll  get  the  money  for  the  teachers  and  for  the  students.  Doesn't  that  make 
a  lot  of  sense  to  you  ?  Sure  does  to  me. 

And  then,  I  think  we  have  to  see  how  we  can  finance  some  of  these  programs. 
Last  January,  as  the  Members  of  the  House  and  Senate  know,  I  presented  a 
budget  to  them  that  was  different  than  budgets  had  been  in  recent  years.  We 
found  that  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending  over  the  last  10  years  had 
been  going  up  at  a  rate  of  11  percent  per  year.  Unbelievable.  And  if  you  projected 
that  for  the  next  25  years,  this  country  would  have  been  in  dire  fiscal  circum- 
stances. So  we  decided  that  we  were  going  to  put  a  lid  on  the  rate  of  growth  of 
Federal  spending,  and  we  did.  We  cut  it  in  half. 

Now,  the  Congress  didn't  respond  as  well  as  they  should;  they  did  a  little 
better  than  they  had  been  doing.  But  at  the  same  time  that  I  recommended 
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that  we  cut  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending,  I  said  for  every  dollar  we  save 
in  Federal  spending,  I  recommend  a  dollar  in  tax  reduction. 

I  put  two  main  points  in  that  tax  reduction  program.  I  said,  number  one,  the 
middle-income  people  in  this  country  have  been  shortchanged.  These  middle- 
income  people — who  really  are  50  percent  of  the  taxpayers  in  America — could 
get  the  best  tax  relief  by  a  suggestion  of  increasing  the  personal  exemption,  which 
is  now  $750  a  year,  to  $1,000  a  year. 

The  other  day  I  was  visiting  a  factory  and  talking  to  some  workers,  and  one 
of  the  men  said,  "Well,  Mr.  President,  what  will  you  do  for  my  family  under  your 
tax  proposal  or  tax  reduction  recommendation?"  I  said,  "Well,  how  many  chil- 
dren do  you  have?"  He  said,  "I  have  three,  and  a  wonderful  wife."  I  said,  "All 
right,  if  Congress  had  done  the  job  instead  of  going  off  in  the  wrong  direction  in 
tax  reduction,"  I  said,  "next  April  when  you  figured  out  your  income  tax  return, 
you  could  have  had,  with  three  children,  a  wife,  and  yourself,  $1,250  more  in 
personal  exemption."  He  said,  "Gosh,  how  could  the  Congress  be  so  stupid  not 
to  do  that?" 

Well,  anyhow,  let  me  say  this:  We're  going  to  submit  it  to  them  in  January. 
Well  give  them  another  crack  at  it,  because  the  middle-income  taxpayers  need 
that  relief. 

But  in  order  to  create  the  jobs  that  are  essential  and  necessary  in  America — 
and  we  have  about  2,000,000,  2,500,000  that  are  coming  into  the  labor  market 
from  our  younger  people  that  are  finishing  school — industry  has  to  have  an 
incentive  to  expand  in  their  locations  where  they  may  be,  or  to  build  a  new  plant, 
to  buy  better  equipment.  So,  I  think  the  business  community  ought  to  get  some 
tax  relief  so  they  can  create  the  jobs  that  are  so  important  if  we  are  going  to  give 
job  opportunities  in  the  private  sector.  Oh,  I  know  some  people  in  Congress 
advocate  putting  everybody  on  the  Federal  payroll.  That  is  a  dead-end,  no- 
advancement  area.  What  we  need  is  a  job  in  the  private  sector,  where  people  can 
work  with  certainty  and  with  an  opportunity  for  advancement. 

Now  one  final  point:  Nothing  pleases  me  more  that  we  can  say,  and  say  with 
honesty:  There's  not  a  single  young  American  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign 
battlefield  tonight.  But  to  maintain  that,  we  have  to  be  strong  enough  to  convince 
our  allies  that  we  are  prepared  to  work  with  them  to  preserve  the  peace  in  the 
free  world.  We  have  to  be  strong  enough  so  when  the  President  sits  down  and 
looks  the  head  of  government  of  an  adversary  nation  straight  in  the  eye,  he 
has  to  know  that  America  is  strong  and  that  America  has  the  will,  America  has 
the  courage  and  fortitude  to  do  what's  right.  The  only  way  you  can  have  that 
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is  to  have  an  Army,  a  Navy,  an  Air  Force,  and  Marine  Corps  that  are  number 
one. 

I  don't  think  that  you  can  cut  the  Defense  Department,  as  some  suggest,  and 
have  our  miUtary  capabiUty  unsurpassed.  To  deter  aggression,  to  meet  any 
challenge,  to  protect  our  national  security,  I  believe  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  an  obligation  to  see  to  it  that  the  necessary  funds  are  there  to 
buy  the  best  w^eapons,  to  have  the  best  leadership,  to  have  the  best  training,  to 
have  the  strength  that  adversaries -respect  and  allies  appreciate.  Then  America 
can  keep  the  peace  that  we  have  and  be  the  leader  in  the  world,  and  we  will  under 
this  administration. 

One  final  thought.  Faith  tells  me  that  the  party  workers  in  Delaware  County 
are  the  best  not  only  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  but  in  the  whole 
United  States.  Pennsylvania  is  a  key  State  in  this  election.  We  can  win  or  lose. 
We  can  have  the  direction  of  America  going  one  way  if  Pennsylvania  is  on  our 
side,  and  the  country  can  go  another  way  if  Pennsylvania  is  on  the  other  side. 
It's  that  very  practical  result. 

So  Delaware  County  is  the  county  that  can  make  the  difference.  So  all  3,000  of 
you  here,  I  hope,  will  maximize  your  efforts  and  turn  in  the  biggest  vote,  a  vote 
for  America,  a  vote  for  America's  future.  We're  on  the  march;  we're  on  the 
way.  There's  a  new  faith ;  there's  a  new  spirit. 

What  you  do  between  now  and  November  2  when  the  polls  close  will  make  a 
significant  difference  in  the  third  century  of  America's  future.  I  know  you  won't 
let  America  down  and,  as  the  next  President,  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:58  p.m.  at  the  he  referred  to  Faith  Whittlesey,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Valley  Forge  Music  Fair.  In  his  opening  remarks,       Delaware  County  Council. 

979 

Remarks  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.     October  28,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Governor  Otis  Bowen.  It  has  just  been  wonder- 
ful to  have  worked  with  you,  and  those  words  were,  I  hope,  deserved.  They 
certainly  were  appreciated. 

But  it's  great  to  see  so  many  old  friends  here:  Congressman  John  Myers,  Bud 
Hillis,  Bill  Hudnut,  your  fine  mayor  and,  of  course,  your  next  United  States 
Senator,  Dick  Lugar.  Then  I  understand  somewhere  in  the  audience  is  an  old 
and  very  dear  friend  of  mine.  Bill  Bray.  Bill,  thank  you. 
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But  equally  important,  I  understand  you  have  some  topnotch  congressional 
candidates,  Larry  Buell,  David  Crane.  Elect  them.  I  need  them.  You  need  them 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

I'm  deeply  grateful  to  Mr.  McAlister  for  heading  up  this  v^onderful  affair, 
and,  of  course,  Fm  extremely  grateful  to  Forrest  Tucker  for  being  a  great  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  so  early  in  the  morning. 

There  are  two  friends,  I  understand,  Forrest  introduced,  but  I  w^ould  like 
to  express  my  deep  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  both  of  them.  They're  making 
an  extraordinary  effort  to  be  helpful.  First,  a  fellow^  you've  heard  about,  Joe 
Garagiola.^  Joe,  where  are  you  ? 

I  am  extremely  indebted  to  one  of  the  outstanding  Members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives — I  should  say  really  in  the  Congress — and  I  think  Bill  Bray  and 
Bud  Hillis  and  John  Myers  would  verify  this— one  of  the  outstanding  Members 
of  the  United  States  Congress  during  my  many  years  there.  She  and  I  served 
together,  she  on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  aisle  and  I  on  the  Republican.  But 
there  was  no  person  in  the  Congress  who  was  more  knowledgeable  and  more 
f arsighted,  more  helpful  to  education  in  the  Congress  on  either  side  of  the  aisle, 
than  former  Congresswoman  Edith  Green,  and  I  want  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion for  her  loyal  and  wonderful  support.  Thank  you  very,  very  much  Edith. 

Obviously,  it's  wonderful  to  be  here  in  Indianapolis,  a  city  growing  stronger 
under  good  Republican  management  and  Hoosier  pride,  a  city  with  a  tradition 
of  outstanding  leaders  from  such  men  as  Dick  Lugar  and  Bill  Hudnut. 

Before  Bill  became  your  mayor,  he  was  a  colleague  of  mine  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  This  year  it's  Dick  Lugar's  turn  to  go  to  Washington,  and  on 
November  2  you're  going  to  send  him  there. 

Bill  Hudnut  and  Dick  Lugar  are  both  so  talented  I  think  we  ought  to 
agree  to  share  them.  You  can  keep  one  here  to  keep  Indianapolis  on  the  right 
track,  as  long  as  we  can  have  the  other  one  in  Washington  to  get  Congress  back 
on  the  right  track. 

Let  me  say  a  word  or  two  about  your  great  Governor.  When  Doc  Bowen  came 
to  Indiana,  to  its  State  House,  4  years  ago,  that  was  one  house  call  that  helped 
over  5  million  people.  His  wisdom  and  his  experience  have  served  you  so  well 
in  the  past  4  years,  and  I  just  am  so  encouraged  to  see  that  the  voters  of  the  great 
State  of  Indiana  are  apparently  going  to  give  him  an  overwhelming  victory. 
And  that's  a  great,  great  tribute  to  you  Doc,  for  the  superb  job  that  you've  done. 

Now  we  have  less  than  a  week  to  go  before  Election  Day.  One  of  the  major 
issues  in  this  Presidential  campaign  has  been  the  state  of  our  national  economy. 

^  NBC  sports  commentator. 
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Of  all  the  differences  between  Mr.  Carter  and  me,  none  is  more  important  than 
our  differences  over  economic  policy.  These  differences  have  a  lot  to  do  v^ith  our 
contrasting  views  of  what  the  fundamental  role  of  our  government  should  be 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  was  interested  to  read  a  recent  summary  by  the  National  Association  of  Busi- 
ness Economists— -60  percent  of  those  professional  economists  replied  that  a  Ford 
administration  would  be  far  more  likely  to  pursue  economic  policies  in  the  na- 
tional interest.  Only  14  percent  gave  such  a  vote  of  confidence  to  Mr.  Carter. 

The  Ford  administration  in  the  2  years-plus  has  earned  the  confidence  of  the 
American  people  by  addressing  our  immediate  problems  while  maintaining 
a  long-term  view  of  economic  policy. 

When  I  came  to  office  2  years  ago,  the  economy  was  suffering  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences  of  many  years  of  short-term  and  shortsighted  policies.  We 
had  experienced  budget  deficits  in  14  of  the  last  15  years.  Wage  and  price  con- 
trols— they  burdened  us  with  a  tax  structure  which  did  not  encourage  sufficient 
capital  formation.  We  all  remember  what  the  consequences  were.  Inflation  was 
growing,  confidence  was  shrinking  among  consumers  and  among  businessmen, 
and  our  economy  was  in  the  early  stages  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years. 

I  don't  mind  admitting  I  faced  considerable  pressure  from  the  Congress  and 
elsewhere  to  try  the  same  old  short-term  solutions.  They  sounded  good  on  paper 
but,  believe  me,  in  the  25  years  that  I  have  been  in  Congress  and  seen  us-gor 
through  the  same  experiences,  I  knew  deep  in  my  heart  that  that  was  not  the 
road  to  travel. 

The  economic  downturn,  as  you  will  recall,  set  off  a  clamor  for  huge  emer- 
gency Federal  subsidies  for  more  and  bigger  Federal  programs  and  higher  deficit 
spending.  I  rejected  this  policy  of  panic  and,  I  think,  we  were  right. 

Instead,  I  chose  policies  designed  to  build  long-term,  sustained  economic 
growth  without  inflation.  Instead  of  trying  to  buy  our  way  out  of  the  recession 
by  throwing  open  the  doors  of  the  Federal  Treasury,  we  took  steps  to  revitalize 
American  business  and  American  industry.  The  result  has  been  a  recovery  built 
on  a  very  solid  base.  We've  cut  inflation  by  more  than  half.  From  the  frightening 
annual  rate  of  over  12  percent,  our  latest  monthly  figures  show  it  running  at  4.8 
percent.  That's  real  progress. 

Equally  important,  my  administration  is  putting  America  back  to  work.  Since 
the  recession  low  of  March  1975,  total  employment  has  increased  by  nearly  4 
million  people.  We  have  more  Americans  working  today  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States,  nearly  88  million. 

Unemployment  is  still  too  high.  Let  me  point  out,  however,  that  its  failure  to 
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drop  more  sharply  this  year  is  the  result  of  an  unprecedented  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  American  labor  force.  That  great  increase  in  the  size  of  the  labor  force  is 
a  sign  of  renewed  confidence  in  the  health  of  our  economy  and  the  dramatic 
increase  in  job  opportunities. 

Let  me  say  very  strongly,  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  every  American  who 
wants  a  job  has  a  job.  But  those  jobs  won't  be  secure,  those  pay  checks  won't  be 
protected  unless  we  keep  inflation  under  control.  Inflation  hurts  all  of  us,  espe- 
cially our  older  citizens  on  fixed  incomes.  It  robs  their  savings,  their  purchasing 
power,  and  everybody  else's. 

Inflation  not  only  cuts  our  purchasing  power,  it  ultimately  cuts  confidence  and 
it  is  the  most  basic  element  in  a  sustained  recovery.  Consumers,  fearful  of  infla- 
tion, hold  back  on  purchases.  We  vividly  recall  that  in  late  1974.  Inventories 
accumulate,  production  slows  down,  businessmen  defer  investment  in  plants  and 
equipment,  and  jobs  are  lost.  We  know  this  scenario  much  too  well.  We've  seen  it 
happen  before  in  our  history.  We  must  not  let  it  happen  again,  and  this  admin- 
istration will  not  permit  it  in  the  next  4  years. 

America's  confidence  in  its  economy  has  been  restored.  We've  shown  that 
inflation  can  be  driven  down,  can  be  cured.  Now  we  must  keep  America's  con- 
fidence by  continuing  to  hold  the  line.  We  must  keep  raising  America's  high 
standard  of  living.  Our  economic  progress  depends,  as  always,  on  our  ability  as  a 
nation  to  foster  capital  investment  and  increase  the  productivity  of  our  workers. 

I  have  proposed  reforms  to  the  Congress  to  stimulate  what  some  call  capital 
formation  through  tax  incentives.  That's  a  big  mouthful,  but  I  prefer  to  use  the 
term — and  it's  much  more  meaningful — ^job  creation,  because  that's  what  the 
proposals  would  do  as  a  practical  matter. 

To  meet  our  employment  goals,  to  create  10  million  jobs  over  the  next  4  years, 
2,500,000  each  year  for  the  next  4  years,  will  require  a  substantial  increase  in 
the  share  of  our  gross  national  product  committed  to  the  private  sector. 

Some  of  the  so-called  tax  loopholes  condemned  by  my  opponent  are  in  fact 
important  tools  to  encourage  capital  formation.  They  are  incentives  for  busi- 
ness expansion,  for  business  investment,  so  our  economy  can  employ  more  people 
and  produce  more  goods  and  more  services.  America's  government  must  make 
it  easier,  not  harder,  for  American  business  to  find  the  capital  that  makes  the 
whole  system  work. 

In  our  third  debate,  last  Friday — and  I  might  make  a  comment  about  that — 
I  was  asked  if  I  had  any  suggestions  about  the  debates.  I  said  number  one,  they 
ought  to  be  institutionalized — and  I  hope  they  will  in  future  campaigns— 
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but  I  had  a  personal  observation.  I  hoped  that  Mr.  Carter  would  answer  his 
questions  and  that  I  would  question  my  answers.  [Laughter] 

As  I  was  saying,  I  was  asked  in  the  debate  last  Friday — or  my  opponent  was 
asked — what  were  the  reasons  behind  his  rather  drastic  slippage  in  the  polls. 
In  my  view,  one  very  important  reason  for  his  precipitous  decline  in  popularity 
is  that  since  his  party's  convention  he  has  relied  very,  very  heavily  on  the  dis- 
credited old  forrnula  of  more  promises,  more  programs,  and  more  spending. 

The  American  people  today  are  in  a  very  realistic  frame  of  mind.  They  know 
that  every  promise  has  its  price.  The  price  in  Governor  Carter's  case  would  be 
a  minimum  of  $100  billion  up  to  maybe  $200  billion  every  year  out  of  the 
Federal  Treasury.  That's  the  price  of  the  new  spending  programs  that  he 
endorses. 

You  and  I  know  that  there  are  only  two,  only  two  alternatives:  The  Federal 
Government  can  pay  for  those  programs  by  increasing  taxes  or  it  can  borrow  the 
money  to  pay  for  them,  putting  more  pressure  on  the  credit  markets,  making  it 
harder  for  business  and  industry  to  find  the  money  that  they  need,  adding  to  the 
deficit,  and  fueling  the  fires  of  inflation.  That,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  wrong 
approach  altogether,  and  I  will  vigorously  disapprove  of  it  in  the  next  4  years. 

We  need  to  hold  down  the  rate  of  growth  in  Federal  spending,  and  as  the 
Members  of  Congress  who  are  here  know,  when  I  submitted  the  budget  in 
January  of  last  year,  I  said  we  could  not  afford  the  11-percent  increase  in 
Federal  spending  that  had  been  the  trend  for  the  last  10  years.  So,  I  submitted 
a  budget  that  would  reduce  that  rate  of  growth  by  50  percent  to  an  increase  of 
5^2  percent. 

Congress  didn't  respond.  They  did  a  little  better  than  they  had  been  doing, 
but  they've  got  a  long  way  to  go.  Let  me  say  to  every  Member  of  Congress, 
Democrat  or  Republican,  we're  going  to  submit  a  budget  in  January  next  year 
that  will  have  the  same  pressure  on  Federal  spending,  and  I  want  their  support 
to  keep  the  lid  on  that  spending. 

Well,  I  've  been  trying  to  keep  that  lid  on,  and  we've  done  that  with  some  66 
vetoes,  saved  the  American  taxpayer— or  saved  the  American  Treasury— about 
$9  billion,  averaging  approximately  $200  per  family  in  Federal  spending. 

In  addition,  let  me  say,  we  can  reduce  taxes  if  we  act  responsibly  in  restrain- 
ing the  growth  of  Federal  spending.  We  can  reduce  taxes  for  private  individuals 
and  corporations  as  well. 

I  have  proposed— and  I  reiterate  here— the  increase  in  the  personal  exemp- 
tion by  one-third,  from  $750  to  $1,000,  and  trimming  the  corporate  income  tax 
rate  at  the  same  time.  The  most  necessary  tax  reform  today  is  tax  relief  for  the 


2748 


October  28  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [979] 

middle-income  taxpayer.  I  submitted  a  tax  reduction  bill  to  the  Congress  last 
year  that  called  for  the  increase  in  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 

Congress  didn't  respond.  I  don't  understand  why  because  I  was  talking  to 
some  workers  out  in  the  factory  the  other  day  and  one  of  the  men  legitimately 
asked  me,  "What  are  you  doing  about  my  tax  burden  ?  They're  going  up  locally. 
They're  going  up  statewide."  I  said,  "Well,  I  proposed  that  Congress  give  to  you 
this  increase  in  the  personal  exemption."  I  said,  "How  many  children  do  you 
have?"  He  said,  "I  have  three."  It  turned  out  he  had  a  wife  and  three  children. 
I  said,  "If  Congress  had  been  smart,  they  would  have  given  you  that  kind  of  tax 
relief,  which  would  have  given  you  the  opportunity  next  April  when  you 
make  out  your  1040  return,  you  would  have  $1,250  more  in  personal  income 
tax  exemption."  I  said,  "How  could  Congress  be  so  stupid  not  to  do  it  ?" 

We're  going  to  submit  it  to  them  in  January.  We're  going  to  submit  the 
same  proposal  to  them  in  January,  and  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1977,  we'll 
resubmit  it  in  1978.  And  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1978,  I'm  going  out  and  try  to 
beat  them  all  in  the  election  in  1978. 

Well,  I've  indicated  to  you  that  I  intend  to  propose  as  the  first  order  of  business 
in  Washington  next  January  an  additional  tax  cut  of  $10  billion.  And  as  soon  as 
the  Congress  is  organized,  I  intend  to  meet  with  its  leadership — Democrat  and 
Republican — so  that  we  can  put  a  tax  cut  at  the  top  of  the  legislative  agenda 
for  1977. 

In  the  meantime,  I  believe  that  every  candidate  for  Federal  office,  from  the 
White  House  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  an  obligation  in  the  closing 
days  of  this  campaign  to  say  precisely  where  he  stands  on  tax  cuts.  Specifically, 
I  call  upon  all  candidates  for  the  Congress  to  tell  their  prospective  constituents 
before  the  election,  not  after  the  election,  whether  they  will  support  the  kind 
of  additional  tax  cuts  that  I  have  proposed. 

I  pledge  to  the  American  people  that  I  will  seek  tax  cuts  as  the  number 
one  priority  in  the  next  Ford  administration,  and  I  ask  for  the  help  of  voters 
in  electing  a  Congress  that  will  work  with  me  toward  that  end. 

My  view  is  that  our  Government  should  return  more  money  and  more  power 
to  the  American  people  and  to  the  State  and  local  authorities  closest  to  tlie 
American  people.  In  recent  years,  we've  seen  a  trend  toward  greater  centraliza- 
tion, greater  power  in  Washington,  and  less  State  and  local  authority  in  your 
respective  communities  and  States.  This  trend  has  not  only  hurt  the  American 
economy,  it  has  sapped  the  American  spirit. 

The  continuing  economic  crisis  in  Great  Britain— you  may  have  read  yester- 
day, it  was  worse  yesterday  than  it  has  been  before— tells  us  all  we  need 
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to  know  about  the  dangers  of  too  much  government,  too  much  spending  on 
borrowed  money.  Just  a  few  days  ago,  the  value  of  the  British  pound  dropped  to 
a  new  alltime  low.  Inflation  has  been  running  at  approximately  25  percent. 
Government  spending  in  Great  Britain  now  accounts  for  60  percent  of  the  entire 
British  economy. 

The  courageous — and  I  emphasize  courageous — British  Prime  Minister  of 
that  troubled  nation  has  gone  to  the  very  heart  of  the  problem.  Listen  to  what 
he  said  just  a  few  weeks  ago  to  his  own  Labor  Party,  the  party  that  played  an 
important  role  in  helping  to  create  the  crisis  that  they  face.  Prime  Minister  Jim 
Callaghan  said,  and  I  quote,  "We  used  to  think  that  you  could  spend  your  way 
out  of  a  recession  and  increase  employment  by  cutting  taxes  and  boosting  gov- 
ernment spending."  He  went  on  to  say,  "I  will  tell  you  in  all  candor,  that  option 
no  longer  exists  and  that  insofar  as  it  ever  did  exist,  it  worked  by  injecting  infla- 
tion into  the  economy.  And  each  time  that  has  happened,  the  average  level  of 
unemployment  has  risen."  He  went  on  to  say,  "Higher  inflation  followed  by 
higher  unemployment,  that's  the  history  of  the  last  20  years  in  Great  Britain." 
We  must  not  let  that  happen  in  the  United  States.  We  can  avoid  it,  and  as  long 
as  I  am  President  of  the  United  States  we  will  avoid  it. 

That  is  but  one  of  the  many  important  reasons  I  am  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  in  1976.  I  need  your  help.  I  need  your  support.  I  need  your  vote 
on  November  2. 

You  know  where  I  stand.  You  know  what  I've  done.  You  know  what 
we  can  do.  Under  my  Presidency  in  the  next  4  years — and  with  your  support 
and  our  victory  here  in  Indiana  and  nationwide  next  November  2 — I  will  never 
let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The   President   spoke   at   9:05    a.m.   at   the  Ham  G.  Bray,  of  Indiana   1951-75,  Frank  C.  Mc- 

Scottish  Rite   Cathedral.  Prior  to  his   remarks,   he  Alister,  director  of  personnel  and  labor  relations  for 

attended  a  private  President  Ford  Committee  recep-  the  Indiana  State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  actor 

tion  at  the  cathedral.  Forrest  Tucker. 
In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Representative  Wil- 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Covington,  Kentucky. 
October  28,  1976 

Well,  than\  you  very  much,  Governor,  Bob  Taft,  the  Members  of  the  congres- 
sional delegations  from  both  Ohio  and  Kentucky: 
It's  great  to  be  in  the  southern  Ohio  area.  But  I  did  w^ant  to  make  a  very 
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special  announcement  here.  I  am  releasing  a  comprehensive  statement  on  nuclear 
policy,  calling  upon  all  nations  of  the  world  to  join  in  a  cooperative  effort  to 
expand  the  benefits  of  peaceful  uses  of  nuclear  energy  vi^hile  preventing  nuclear 
proliferation. 

The  actions  that  I'm  announcing  today  are  designed  to  strengthen  the 
commitment  of  all  nations  to  the  goal  of  nonproliferation,  change  as  w^ell  as 
strengthen  U.S.  domestic  policy  and  programs  to  support  our  nonproliferation 
goals,  and  to  establish  a  very  strong  foundation  for  increasing  the  use  of  nuclear 
energy  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 

The  State  of  Ohio  w^ill  have  an  important  role  to  play  in  meeting  these  nevi^ 
objectives.  We  must  have  new^  capacity  to  provide  fuel  for  nuclear  pow^erplants 
here  as  v^ell  as  abroad.  The  additional  uranium  enrichment  plant  that  we  are 
going  to  build  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  is  critical  to  that  capacity.  Construction  of 
the  Portsmouth  plant  is  now  expected  to  cost  $4,400  million  and  will  mean  6,000 
new  jobs  for  southern  Ohio. 

The  Administrator  of  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration 
has  assured  me  that  construction  of  that  plant  can  begin  early  next  year,  which 
means  early  1977.  Construction  of  that  plant  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  will  assure 
a  central  role  for  Ohio  for  years  to  come  in  providing  fuel  needed  for  nuclear 
powerplants  in  the  United  States  and  around  the  world. 

And  I  thank  the  members  of  the  Ohio  delegation  for  the  strong  support  that 
they  have  given  me  in  making  this  announcement  possible.  And  I  particularly 
point  out  Bob  Taft,  Bill  Harsha,  and  the  rest  of  the  southern  Ohio  delegation 
that  has  done  so  much  to  make  this  announcement  possible. 

I  thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:    The    President    spoke    at    12    noon    at    the       Robert   Taft,    Jr.,    and    Representative   WiUiam   H. 
Greater  Cincinnati  Airport.  In  his  remarks,  he  re-       Harsha  of  Ohio, 
ferred  to  Governor  James  A.  Rhodes  of  Ohio,  Senator 
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Thankj  very,  very  much,  Governor  ]im  Rhodes,  Senator  Bob  Taft: 
I  am  certainly  looking  forv^ard  to  having  Bob  Taft  down  there  to  help  me 

in  the  next  4  years,  so  he  can  help  Ohio  in  the  next  6  years.  Send  him  back.  We 

need  him,  and  so  do  you. 
But  it  is  also  great  to  see  so  many  of  my  old  and  very  dear  friends  from 

the  House  of  Representatives:  Bill  Gradison,  Don  Clancy,  Tom  Kindness, 
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Bud  Brown,  Bill  Harsha,  Gene  Snyder,  Doc  Carter.  Well,  there  is  one  special 
person,  too,  a  former  Senator,  just  resigned  as  our  Ambassador  to  East  Germany, 
John  Sherman  Cooper. 

Well,  it  is  just  great  to  be  here  in  Cincinnati,  the  home  of  the  Big  Red 
Machine.  You  didn't  concede  a  single  game  in  the  World  Series,  and  we  won't 
concede  a  single  State  or  a  single  vote  on  November  2. 

A  few  days  ago,  I  understand  you  had  a  pretty  big  celebration  here  on 
behalf  of  the  Reds,^  and  I  would,  too — back-to-back  world  champions.  Boy, 
what  a  record. 

And  I  am  very,  very  proud  to  have  some  of  the  men  here  who  made  that 
championship  possible.  We  have  Ted  Kluszewski.  You  know,  I  know  something 
about  Ted.  He  not  only  helped  the  big  bats  break  loose  in  that  World  Series 
but  what  a  hitter  Ted  was  in  his  own  day.  And  then  Ken  Griffey.  I  have  been 
trying  to  run  as  fast  as  Ken  does  when  he  goes  for  first  base.  Then,  Pete  Rose. 
Pete,  who  plays  baseball  like  that  great  American  spirit:  Give  us  a  chance  and 
we  will  get  there  ahead  of  everybody,  period. 

But  there  is  another  baseball  friend  of  all  of  yours  and  a  great  friend  of  mine 
who  is  here.  He  had  a  little  color  that  he  added  to  the  World  Series,  a  great 
friend  of  mine  who  has  been  campaigning  with  me,  Joe  Garagiola. 

But,  you  know,  it  is  also  a  great  honor  and  privilege  for  me  to  be  here  on  this 
platform  with  some  of  the  great  athletes  that  represent  Cincinnati  so  well,  the 
champions  of  some  of  the  sports  in  our  Olympics,  the  Bengals,  the  Cincinnati 
Stingers.  I  thank  them  all  for  being  here  and  wish  them  all  the  very,  very  best. 

But  let  me  extend  to  all  of  you  a  special  invitation.  On  January  20,  a  pretty 
significant  day,  I  invite  every  single  one  of  you  to  come  to  Washington  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  Jerry  Ford-Bob  Dole  inauguration. 

Johnny  Grant  came  in  from  California.  He  handled  a  great  rally  like  this  in 
Orange  County,  and  thank  you,  Johnny,  very  much. 

As  I  said,  Jim  Rhodes  has  been  a  loyal  friend,  a  great  Governor,  and  I  want 
to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  him  for  the  job  he  has  done  for  you,  but  also 
for  the  help  and  assistance  that  he  has  given  me.  Thanks  very  much,  Jim. 

We  are  at  the  countdown,  fellows.  We  are  at  the  countdown  where  it  makes 
a  difference  for  all  the  men  and  women,  the  young  and  the  old.  On  Novem- 
ber 2,  some  big  decisions  are  going  to  be  made. 

But  let  me  point  out  to  you,  today  America  is  at  peace.  No  American  is  fight- 
ing or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way.  Your 
lives  are  not  being  threatened  by  war  or  interrupted  by  the  draft.  I  have  spent 

^  Cincinnati  Reds  professional  baseball  team. 
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most  of  my  time  in  the  last  2  years  working  for  peace,  and  I  am  determined  to 
keep  America  out  of  war  in  the  next  4  years. 

And  what  does  that  mean  ?  That  means  that  America's  young  people,  like  the 
many  young  people  I  see  in  this  great  audience  here  today,  can  go  to  school  and 
get  a  good  education.  That  means  they  can  plan  their  careers  confidently,  buy 
a  home,  raise  a  family,  and  look  forward  to  a  great  life. 

I  pledge,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  that  in  the  next  4  years,  because  we  are 
strong  militarily,  because  we  are  skillful  diplomatically,  that  America  will  be  at 
peace,  and  we  will  keep  it  that  way.  Thank  you  for  that  support  on  that  key 
issue. 

But  here  in  this  great  part  of  southern  Ohio,  you  make  a  substantial  contribu- 
tion to  our  military  weaponry  that  is  so  essential.  I  refer  here  to  the  contribution 
to  the  B-1  bomber  program  where  GE  puts  those  engines  together  so  we  can 
have  replacements  for  our  aging  B-52's.  We  need  the  B-1.  There  is  no  right — it 
would  not  be  fair  to  send  our  young  pilots  in  the  years  ahead  to  do  a  job  for  you 
and  for  me  in  an  aircraft,  a  weapons  system  that  is  older  than  they  are,  and  that 
won't  be  the  case  under  President  Ford. 

We  not  only  have  to  keep  ourselves  strong  militarily  and  skillful  diplomat- 
ically, we  have  to  keep  our  economy  strong.  I  know  Ohio  believes,  as  I  do,  in 
growth  and  in  progress.  I  announced  this  morning  at  the  airport  a  very  impor- 
tant decision,  which  is  particularly  important  to  southern  Ohio.  My  new  policy 
is  designed  to  keep  America  number  one  in  the  nuclear  energy  field  in  order  to 
maintain  our  world  leadership  in  that  area.  We  must  maintain  our  position  as 
a  major  reliable  supplier  of  fuel  for  nuclear  power,  not  only  in  the  United  States 
but  around  the  world. 

The  difJusion  plant  near  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  has  played  a  leading  role  in  sup- 
plying enriched  uranium  for  electric  powerplants  in  the  United  States  and  for 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Last  May,  I  announced  that  we  will  build  an  add-on  plant 
in  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  The  Energy  Research  and  Development  Agency  [Admin- 
istration] is  now  asking  for  bids  for  further  design  work  on  this  add-on  plant. 
The  construction — listen  to  this — the  construction  on  this  important  addition 
at  Portsmouth  is  to  begin  next  year,  early  1977.  This  is  a  $4,400  million  con- 
struction project,  and  it  means  6,000  construction  jobs  right  here  in  southern 
Ohio. 

America  needs  more  good  productive  jobs  like  that  created  by  a  healthy,  grow- 
ing economy.  My  policies  have  brought  up  America  from  the  depths  of  its 
worst  recession  in  40  years,  and  with  your  support  we  can  continue  the  march  to 
a  sound  and  sustainable  prosperity.  With  your  support,  I  will  continue  the 
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sensible,  commonsense  approach  that  we  have  to  your  Government  by  keeping 
the  Hd  on  Federal  spending,  by  doing  an  even  better  job  in  cutting  the  rate  of 
inflation. 

You  know  when  I  became  President  a  little  over  2  years  ago,  the  cost  of  living 
was  increasing  at  the  rate  of  over  12  percent.  By  doing  the  right  thing,  keeping 
a  lid  on  Federal  spending,  by  having  tax  reduction,  stimulating  the  economy 
in  the  right  way,  we  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation  under  6  percent,  and  we  are 
going  to  do  better  in  the  next  4  years. 

But  if  we  are  going  to  have  the  kind  of  an  economy  that  is  one  that  will  make 
jobs  available  in  the  private  sector,  we  have  to  have  additional  tax  reductions. 
There  is  an  old  saying  that  I  firmly  believe  in — the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduc- 
tion. As  I  look  across  this  group  here  this  morning  on  Fountain  Square,  I  know 
that  most  of  you  are  in  the  middle-income  taxpaying  brackets.  The  record  shows 
that  the  middle-income  taxpayers  have  been  shortchanged,  and  we  are  going 
to  change  that  in  the  next  Congress. 

I  recommended  to  the  Congress  last  January  that  the  personal  exemption 
ought  to  be  increased  from  $750  to  $1,000.  That  is  a  one-third  increase  in  the 
tax  exemption  you  would  be  getting.  But  I  was  out  to  a  plant  the  other  day 
and  I  asked  the  man,  I  said,  "How  big  a  family  do  you  have  ?"  He  said,  "I  have 
three  kids  and  a  wife."  I  said,  "If  the  Congress  had  acted  responsibly  in  this  last 
session,  they  would  have  done  what  I  proposed  be  done  last  January,  which 
would  have  been  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000  and  you, 
Mr.  Taxpayer,  with  three  kids  and  a  wife  and  yourself,  when  you  make  out  that 
income  tax  return  next  April,  you  would  have  had  $1,250  more  of  personal 
exemption." 

Now,  Congress  didn't  do  what  I  proposed.  But  Congress  is  going  to  have  it 
on  their  doorstep  when  they  come  back,  and  they  better  pass  it.  If  they  don't 
pass  it  in  1977,  we  are  going  to  go  after  them  in  1978,  and  if  they  don't  do  it  in 
1978,  we  are  going  to  beat  them  in  the  election  in  1978. 

Now  let  me  tell  you  something  else  that  I  support.  I  mentioned  it  in  the  last 
debate.  In  my  view,  we  lost  a  great,  great  American  tradition  when  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  out  voluntary  prayer  in  public  schools.  Every  child  should  have 
the  opportunity  for  voluntary  prayer  in  school,  and  I  strongly  support  a  consti- 
tutional amendment  that  would  permit  voluntary  prayer  in  public  schools. 

We  have  much  to  do.  We  have  to  keep  strong  so  we  can  keep  the  peace,  so 
that  when  I  negotiate  with  an  adversary,  whether  it  is  from  the  Soviet  Union 
or  any  other  country,  or  when  I  negotiate  with  our  allies,  they  know  America  is 
number  one. 
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We  have  much  to  do  to  keep  the  economy  strong  so  we  have  prosperity  for 
our  people.  We  must  do  w^hat  is  right  so  that  our  older  people  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  enjoy  the  quality  of  life  that  they  have  so  richly  earned.  But  let's  do 
all  these  things  together.  I  ask  for  your  vote  so  wt  can  keep  America  strong, 
peaceful,  prosperous,  and  free. 

It  v^ould  be  the  highest  honor  of  my  life  for  you  to  say  to  me  here  in  southern 
Ohio  and  all  over  this  country,  "J^^^y  Ford,  you  have  done  a  good  job.  Keep 
right  on  doing  it  for  the  next  4  years." 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:40  p.m.  at  Foun-  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

tain  Square.  the  White  House  press  release. 
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Remarks  at  a  Parade  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.     October  28,  1976 

WELL,  let  me  express  to  the  three  v^onderful  young  ladies  here  my  apprecia- 
tion for  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  this  w^onderful  occasion.  I  knov^  that 
the  bread  comes  from  the  fruits  of  your  labor  and  that  the  salt  comes  from  the 
sweat  of  your  brow,  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  this  expression  of  your  friend- 
ship and  your  hospitality.  And  may  I  express  to  all  of  you,  the  three  of  you  and 
the  others,  my  deep,  deep  gratitude  for  this  opportunity  to  have  this  honor.  I 
thank  you  very,  very  much. 

Let  me  add  a  few  words  to  what  I  have  said.  As  I  had  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing the  bread  and  the  salt,  and  as  I  said  to  the  three  fine  women  that  made  it 
opportune  for  me  to  do  so,  I  know  the  significance — that  the  bread  is  the  fruit 
of  your  labor  and  the  salt  is  the  sweat  of  your  brow,  and  the  participation  in  it 
is  an  indication  of  your  friendship  and  your  hospitality. 

Well,  I  am  delighted  to  be  here  in  the  Karlin  Hall  area,  and  I  thank  you  very, 
very  much.  As  we  came  down  that  Fleet  Street  highway,  the  opportunity  to  see 
so  many  wonderful  people,  something  that  I  was  taught  in  Sunday  school  at  a 
very  early  age  came  to  my  mind.  A  Sunday  school  teacher  told  me  that  the 
beauty  of  Joseph's  coat  is  its  many  colors.  All  of  us  who  make  up  America  today, 
215  million  of  us,  come  from  all  kinds  of  backgrounds,  but  we  are  all  Americans, 
and  the  fact  that  we  are  makes  America  great. 

America  stands  for  freedom  here  in  the  United  States.  Our  Constitution  pro- 
tects our  freedom.  Our  Government  has  an  obligation  to  make  certain  that  we 
have  freedom,  liberty  in  America.  But  in  addition,  America  is  the  symbol  of 
freedom  for  people  all  over  the  world,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way.  But 
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in  order  for  America  to  be  not  only  the  symbol  but  the  hope  for  freedom  and 
liberty  around  the  world,  America  must  remain  strong  militarily,  we  must  stay 
number  one,  and  we  will  under  a  Ford  administration. 

I  think  all  of  you  know  that  it  costs  money  for  us  to  have  the  best  Army,  the 
best  Navy,  the  best  Air  Force,  and  the  best  Marine  Corps.  But  let  me  say,  the  fact 
that  we  are  number  one  encourages  our  allies  to  stand  tall  and  strong  with  us 
and,  at  the  same  time,  is  a  warning  to  our  adversaries  they  hadn't  better  try  to 
fool  around  with  America.  America  will  meet  any  challenge  anywhere,  any 
place,  any  time,  because  we  are  strong,  and  we  are  going  to  stay  strong. 

But  in  order  for  us  to  do  this,  we  have  to  have  a  strong  economy  at  home.  A 
little  over  2  years  ago,  I  was  privileged  to  become  your  President.  We  had  tough 
times.  Inflation  was  over  12  percent;  we  were  on  the  brink  of  a  recession;  there 
had  been  a  loss  of  faith  and  trust  in  the  White  House;  and  we  were  still  involved 
in  Vietnam. 

But  we  kept  the  Ship  of  State  on  an  even  keel.  We  set  a  steady  course.  And  the 
net  result  is  there  has  been  a  restoration  of  faith  and  trust  in  the  White  House. 
I  have  been  open,  candid,  frank;  I  shoot  straight  from  the  shoulder,  and  the 
consequence  is  the  American  people  trust  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  reduced  inflation  from  12  percent  to  under  6  percent.  We  are  getting 
more  jobs  in  America.  But  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  everybody  who  wants  a  job, 
who  wants  to  work,  has  a  job  in  the  United  States. 

But  now  let  us  think  about  the  future  security  of  this  country — strong  econ- 
omy at  home,  peace  in  the  world,  peace  through  strength,  and  hope  and  vision 
and  expectation  for  those  people  around  the  world  who  look  at  America.  So  our 
job  is  to  make  sure  that  America  is  there  for  their  hopes,  for  their  vision,  for  free- 
dom and  liberty. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:14  p.m.  at  the  Fleet  Avenue  Parade  Site. 

983 

Remarks  at  a  Fundraising  Reception  for  Senator 
Robert  Taft,  Jr.,  in  Cleveland.     October  28,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Bob  Taft: 

You  can't  imagine  the  thrill  it  is,  how  really  humble  I  feel  to  be  on  this  platform 
in  this  great  Karlin  Hall  v^ith  the  two  greatest  Governors  in  the  history  of  Ohio, 
as  well  as  the  finest  mayor  of  a  great  city;  and  then  a  person  who  is  going  to 
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follow  in  the  great  tradition  that  he  has  built  on  his  own  record  and  the  great 
tradition  of  his  father,  your  Senator,  Bob  Taf t. 

If  I  might  take  just  a  minute  to  introduce  a  member  of  my  family — we  have 
three  boys  and  a  daughter,  Susan — and  our  son,  Mike  Ford,  has  been  here  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  all  day;  he's  going  to  be  with  me  tonight.  He's  a  divinity  student  up 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He's  out  campaigning  for  his  old  man.  I  would  like  to 
introduce  to  you  our  son,  Mike  Ford. 

Let  me  reemphasize  right  here  in  Karlin  Hall  how  proud  I  was  to  have  shared 
with  you  your  bread  and  salt,  and  I  am  equally  proud  to  be  your  President  and 
your  friend.  It  is  great  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of  going  down  Fleet  Street. 
The  good  mayor  has  told  me  on  many  occasions  about  his  home,  his  neighbor- 
hood, his  friends.  Well,  I  saw  it  firsthand.  And  to  be  here  in  Karlin  Hall  really 
gives  me  a  great,  great  thrill. 

If  I  might  add  a  special  observation  and  comment— us  Michiganders  look  at 
people  from  Ohio  and,  you  know,  we  have  nothing  but  great,  great  respect  for 
you.  And  when  I  was  first  getting  started  in  politics  Frank  Lausche  was  your 
Governor.  I  never  thought  when  I  took  that  step  to  run  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives that  I  would  ever  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  and  work  with  Frank 
Lausche,  but  fate  made  it  such  that  Frank  went  to  the  United  States  Senate  and 
I  stayed  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  And  over  the  years  we  not  only  became 
good  friends  but  we  recognized  that  our  philosophies — even  though  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  I  was  a  Republican — were  virtually  identical. 

We  beUeve  in  the  same  basic  sound  principles  that  had  made  America  great, 
and  to  have  a  statesman  of  his  stature — and  he  mentioned  his  age,  I  didn't— 
make  the  effort  to  come  and  to  speak  as  he  did  about  his  friend,  Jerry  Ford,  I  will 
never  forget  it.  It  will  be  a  high  moment  in  my  political  career. 

The  thing  that  impresses  me  about  the  many  people  I  see  here  and  what  I  saw 
on  each  side  of  the  street  is  that  you  have  so  many  wonderful  traditions,  such  dis- 
tinctive and  delicious  food,  a  uniquely  spirited  way  of  life,  a  very  special  place 
in  this  great  American  family.  Through  your  support  for  people  Frank  Lausche, 
Jim  Rhodes,^  Bob  Taft,  myself,  we  want  to  make  certain  that  what  we  do  politi- 
cally preserves  these  unique  things  that  each  and  every  one  of  you  represent. 

We  think  those  different  heritages  must  be  kept  alive,  and  I  can  assure  you,  as 
your  President  for  the  next  4  years,  I  will  be  listening,  I  will  be  responding  to 
your  concerns,  individually  and  collectively. 

Each  of  your  group  is  unique  and,  as  I  said  out  on  the  street,  I  was  taught 


^  Governor  of  Ohio. 
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early  in  my  life  by  a  wonderful  Sunday  school  teacher  that  the  beauty  of  Joseph's 
coat  is  its  many  colors.  The  strength  of  our  great  country  is  the  fact  that  we  are 
all  different,  that  we  share  that  same  great  hope  for  freedom  and  liberty  not  only 
for  ourselves  but  for  mankind. 

You  share  a  deep,  deep  devotion  to  your  family  and  your  churches  and  your 
neighborhood.  These  are  the  best  American  values.  They  are  the  values  that  really 
keep  America  united.  They  are  my  values.  You  are  my  concern,  and  I  know  that 
America  is  your  concern. 

My  administration  has  been  working  to  ensure  that  what  you  have  earned, 
what  you  have  built  for  yourself — your  homes,  your  churches,  your  local  groups, 
your  social  club — will  be  here  tomorrow  for  them,  your  children,  to  enjoy. 

We  must  ensure  that  your  families  will  have  the  healthy  neighborhoods  like 
this  one.  Ralph  Perk  ^  told  me  that  he  was  born  a  house  or  two  away  from  where 
he  now  lives  and  the  neighborhood  has  retained  its  great  strength  and  character. 
We  must  keep,  across  this  Nation,  not  just  in  Cleveland,  this  kind  of  a  neigh- 
borhood so  that  people  can  build  a  decent  and  better  life  for  themselves. 

A  family  needs  a  neighborhood  that  is  safe.  A  family  needs  a  neighborhood 
that  is  stable.  A  family  needs  a  neighborhood  of  local  churches,  local  shops,  and 
local  schools.  The  first  day  of  this  year,  January  1, 1  signed  into  law — some  of  you 
may  remember — the  Mortgage  Disclosure  Act  to  prevent  redlining  and  neigh- 
borhood decline.  Two  months  ago,  I  met  with  ethnic  leaders  to  see  what  more 
we  could  do  and,  as  a  result  of  that  meeting — and  Ralph  Perk,  as  I  recall,  was 
there — I  created  a  President  Ford  committee  of  urban  development  and  neigh- 
borhood revitalization. 

I  charged  that  committee  with  developing  a  sound  fiscal  policy,  a  sound  Fed- 
eral policy  to  help  preserve  our  neighborhoods.  That  policy  will  be  based  on 
local  initiative  and  local  control,  and  I  will  see  that  that  policy  is  carried  out  over 
the  next  4  years. 

I  am  deeply  aware  of  another  issue  that  troubles  many  of  you,  especially  those 
of  you  from  Eastern  Europe.  This  Bicentennial  Year,  as  you  celebrate,  as  we  all 
celebrate  American  liberty,  you  are  concerned  to  see  that  your  friends  and  rela- 
tives abroad  who  do  not  share  all  of  your  freedoms,  your  friends  and  relatives 
are  not  forgotten. 

America  cares  today  as  it  has  always  cared.  We  stand  for  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence in  1976  as  we  stood  for  freedom  and  independence  in  1776.  My  posi- 
tion during  my  total  political  career  in  the  Congress,  as  Vice  President,  and  now 


^  Mayor  of  Cleveland. 
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as  President  has  remained  the  same;  that  is,  the  spirit  of  the  peoples  of  Eastern 
Europe  has  never  been  broken  and  never  vs^ill  be. 

The  United  States,  as  a  matter  of  fundamental  principle,  supports  the  aspira- 
tions for  freedom  and  national  independence  of  the  peoples  of  Eastern  Europe. 
And  as  long  as  I  am  President  of  the  United  States,  our  great  country  v^ill  never 
recognize  or  acquiesce  in  the  Soviet  domination  of  Eastern  Europe. 

As  we  celebrate  our  Bicentennial — and  wasn't  that  a  wonderful  day  on  July  4 
of  1976 — we  must  make  certain  that  the  whole  wide  world  knows  the  torch  of 
freedom  in  the  Statue  of  Liberty  still  burns  brightly  and  always  will. 

What  a  great  day  this  has  been  in  Cincinnati,  here  in  Cleveland,  culminating 
in  this  great  occasion  in  Karlin  Hall.  But  let's  make  November  2  an  even  greater 
day  with  its  victory  for  all  215  million  Americans. 

I  ask  for  your  help,  I  ask  for  your  support,  I  ask  for  your  vote  so  we  can  con- 
tinue to  keep  America  strong,  proud,  and  free.  With  your  help,  we  will  do  it,  and 
I  will  never  let  you  down. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  6:41  p.m.  at  Karlin  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

Hall.  the  White  House  press  release. 
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Banquet  in  ClevelandT    October  28,  1976 

Than\  you  very  much,  David,  Governor  Rhodes,  Mayor  Per^,  distinguished 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It  really  is  a  great  honor  and  a  very  high  privilege  to  congratulate  the  Good 
Neighbors  selected  in  46  suburban  neighborhoods  in  the  greater  Cleveland  area, 
to  congratulate  not  only  the  winners  but  the  families  as  well,  and  your  dis- 
tinguished mayors  and  your  community  leaders. 

I  commend,  David,  the  12  Sun  newspapers,  as  very  good  neighbors  for  provid- 
ing this  recognition  to  all  of  you  for  bringing  a  ray  of  sunshine  into  the  lives 
of  others.  It  is  a  wonderful  occasion,  and  I  am  honored  to  be  here. 

My  understanding  is  that  none  of  the  winners  of  the  Good  Neighbor  Awards 
sought  the  nomination.  [Laughter]  In  politics  you  have  to  do  that.  But  no 
politics  were  involved  in  your  selection.  Nevertheless,  you  won  the  popular 
vote  and  all  of  the  electoral  votes  in  each  and  every  one  of  your  communities. 
Believe  me,  as  I  understand  it,  there  was  no  apathy  on  behalf  of  each  and  every 
one  of  you. 
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I  recall  the  many  good  neighbors  that  Betty  and  I  had  in  communities  where 
we  lived.  Of  course,  our  home  is  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  but  our  four  children 
were  brought  up  in  Alexandria,  Virginia.  And  believe  me,  good  neighbors  in 
both  places  were  essential  and  just  wonderful,  as  far  as  our  young  family  was 
concerned  in  Betty's  and  my  married  life.  The  spirit  in  both  of  those  commu- 
nities, I  know  firsthand,  is  still  alive,  but  it  is  also  alive  here  in  Ohio.  But  more 
importantly,  it  is  alive  throughout  the  United  States. 

Our  traditional  values  in  this  great  country  just  haven't  gone  out  of  style. 
As  individuals,  I  understand  you  noticed  that  snow  needed  to  be  shoveled  oflE 
the  sidewalks  of  some  elderly  neighbors,  that  hot  meals  were  required  by  people 
stricken  by  illness,  that  a  blind  person  needed  a  ride  to  a  shopping  center,  that 
neighborhood  teenagers  needed  help  with  their  school  work,  if  someone  was 
away  and  their  pets  needed  some  food,  that  a  disabled  veteran  and  a  new 
neighbor  needed  friendship. 

You  didn't  refer  them  to  some  government  ofl&ce  or  agency — whether  it  was 
local.  State,  or  Federal — for  assistance.  You  responded  as  a  human  being  to  other 
human  beings.  And  I  think  that  is  what  makes  America  work;  it  always  has. 
It  is  what  America  really  is  all  about — neighborliness,  kindness,  homes,  families, 
religious  values — all  adding  up  to  that  special  quality  of  what  we  proudly  call 
Americanism. 

And  as  I  look  around  this  room  tonight,  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  Americanism 
has  not  died.  Americanism  is  alive;  it  is  well.  It  is  living  from  Cleveland  to 
Rocky  River,  to  Parma  and  North  Royalton,  to  Richmond  Heights,  to  Shaker 
Heights,  to  Garfield  Heights.  Gosh,  I  can't  think  of  all  the  other  communities. 
[Laughter]  But  they  are  all  wonderful  communities  in  this  great  State  of 
Ohio,  and  it  is  similar,  I  am  sure,  in  all  the  communities  throughout  the  United 
States.  And  I  am  proud  to  say  that  as  long  as  I  am  President,  I  will  do  all  that  I 
possibly  can  to  keep  that  wonderful  spirit  alive. 

[At  this  point,  David  S\ylar,  president,  Communications-Corporation  Papers,  presented 
the  President  with  the  National  Good  Neighbor  Award.] 

Thank  you  very  much,  David. 

I  could  make  quite  a  speech  about  John  Collins — even  before  he  nominated 
me.  [Laughter]  You  might  be  curious,  he  is  90-something  now.  He  was  the 
mayor  of  East  Grand  Rapids — I  don't  know,  countless  years — and  he  was  a 
very  hard-working,  dedicated,  religious  man.  He  worked  for— some  of  you  may 
have  used  their  products— the  Bissell  Carpet  Sweeper  Company  for  years  and 
and  years  and  years  and  years — I  mean  years. 
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But  John  Collins  lived  out  in  East  Grand  Rapids,  which  is  a  suburb  like 
Shaker  Heights  in  Cleveland.  John  Collins,  every  day  that  he  was  employed, 
walked  from  East  Grand  Rapids,  rain  or  snow  or  sleet,  down  to  his  factory 
where  he  was  employed.  You  would  drive  down  and  you  would  say,  jump  in. 
Oh,  no,  John  walked  that  route  for  about  50  years  every  day,  about  5  or  6  miles, 
home  and  back.  But  he  was  a  super  mayor  because  he  was  interested  and  con- 
cerned with  people.  And  he  finally,  on  the  orders  of  his  family  and  his  doctor, 
was  convinced  that  he  ought  not  to  seek  continued  public  service. 

But  John  is  the  kind  of  a  person  that  really  ought  to  get  that  award,  and  I  feel 
honored  that  he  would  think  that  highly  of  me.  But  I  really  accept  that  award — 
and  I  say  this  sincerely — on  behalf  of  all  of  the  American  people  because  I  find 
as  I  travel  around  this  wonderful,  wonderful  country  where  we  live,  that  we  are 
all  good  neighbors  with  one  another.  We  can  disagree  without  being  disagree- 
able. We  can  work  to  keep  America  moving. 

Probably  the  most  inspirational  day  that  I  ever  spent  in  my  life,  certainly  as 
President,  was  the  Fourth  of  July  last  year — this  year,  I  should  say — ^when  we 
celebrated  our  200th  birthday.  I  had  the  privilege  of  making  a  few  remarks  at 
Valley  Forge  and  reminding  the  people  there  of  the  sacrifices  that  were  made  on 
our  behalf  by  George  Washington  and  that  cold  and  scraggly  army,  and  then 
in  Philadelphia  where  it  all  kind  of  began,  culminating  in  New  York  City  and 
seeing  those  tall  ships  from  all  over  the  world. 

But  those  three  affairs  were  not  the  only  ones  that  were  held  in  America  to  show 
the  rebirth  of  our  spirit  and  the  rekindling  of  our  faith  and  the  rejuvenation  of 
what  America  stands  for.  We  have  a  new  direction.  We  are  in  motion.  We  are 
moving  forward.  All  of  the  anger  and  divisiveness  of  a  few  years  ago  has 
disappeared. 

We  are  all  together,  and  I  know  that  as  we  enter  our  third  century,  we  have 
an  opportunity  through  good  neighborliness,  through  dedication  to  our^rin- 
ciples  as  a  country,  not  only  to  read  history  as  we  can — and  it  is  the  history  of 
200  years — but  to  make  history  in  our  third  century,  to  make  the  history  that  our 
forefathers  gave  to  us  as  their  vision,  to  make  it  a  reality  for  us  but,  more  impor- 
tantly, for  our  children  and  our  grandchildren. 

That  is  the  mission  that  we  have.  That  is  the  responsibility  that  we  bear.  But 
we  do  it  because  we  are  proud  of  America  and  proud  of  what  it  stands  for  and 
honored  to  have,  each  and  every  one  of  us,  the  opportunity  to  do  for  America 
what  we  feel  so  deeply — to  make  it  the  reality  of  the  dreams  of  our  forefathers. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  7:45  p.m.  in  the  Orleans  Ballroom  at  the  Marriott  Hotel. 
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Radio  Address  on  Peace.     October  28,  1976 

MY  SUBJECT  today  is  peace.  When  President  Eisenhower  was  asked  20  years 
ago  about  the  goals  of  his  foreign  policy,  he  said,  "We  are  for  peace — peace 
first,  last,  and  always."  Today,  that  remains  the  central  purpose  of  American 
foreign  policy. 

Throughout  my  time  as  President,  I  have  shaped  our  foreign  policy  accord- 
ing to  four  basic  principles : 

First,  we  have  sought  to  maintain  America's  unquestioned  military  strength. 
One  of  the  most  significant  achievements  of  this  administration  is  that,  after 
a  decade  in  which  Congress  slashed  a  total  of  $50  billion  from  defense  budgets, 
we  reversed  that  downward  trend.  And  we  have  finally  convinced  the  Congress 
to  stop  shortchanging  America's  defense.  As  long  as  I  am  President,  we  will 
have  an  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marine  Corps  unsurpassed  in  military 
capability. 

Second,  we  have  tried  to  maintain  and  strengthen  our  friendship  with  our 
allies.  Those  relationships  have  never  been  better — a  point  that  was  echoed 
repeatedly  as  world  leaders  came  to  America  to  share  in  our  Bicentennial 
celebration. 

Third,  working  from  a  position  of  strength,  we  have  sought  to  reduce 
tensions  in  the  world  and  to  avert  the  threat  of  nuclear  holocaust.  Early  in  my 
administration,  I  met  with  Secretary  Brezhnev  in  Vladivostok  to  begin  negotia- 
tions to  limit  nuclear  armaments.  Today  those  negotiations  are  90  percent 
complete. 

Finally,  we  have  tried  to  act  as  leader  and  as  peacemaker  in  such  troubled 
regions  as  the  Middle  East  and  southern  Africa. 

The  peace  that  exists  today  is  directly  related  to  our  hard  work,  our  strength, 
and  our  skillful  diplomacy.  I  am  very  proud  of  what  we  have  accomplished. 
I  am  very  proud  to  be  the  first  President  since  Dwight  Eisenhower  to  seek 
election  with  America  at  peace. 

This  is  not  a  time  to  weaken  our  defense,  to  deny  our  troops  essential  new 
weapons,  to  undermine  European  democracies  by  hinting  at  new  relationships 
with  Communist  leaders  in  Western  Europe,  to  withdraw  our  troops  from  South 
Korea,  to  upset  the  balance  in  the  Middle  East,  or  to  concede  such  nations  as 
Yugoslavia  to  the  Soviet  sphere. 

To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  willing  to  pay  the  price  for  a  mighty  military 
force. 
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To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  willing  to  shoulder  the  burdens  of  our 
alliances  and  friendships. 

To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  tough-minded  and  persistent  in  dealing 
with  our  adversaries. 

To  preserve  the  peace,  we  must  be  true  to  the  ideals  of  America — to  our  love 
of  freedom  and  dignity  and  justice  for  all  mankind. 

These  are  my  goals  as  your  President.  With  your  help,  I  will  continue  to  pursue 
those  goals  for  the  next  4  years.  I  will  lead  this  Nation  on  the  path  of  peace 
through  strength,  and  we  will  live  in  peace  and  freedom  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  recorded  for  The  text  of  the  address  was  released  at  Phila- 

later  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  Radio  Network.  delphia,  Pa. 

986 

Statement  on  the  Economic  Situation  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
October  28,  1976 

THE  UNITED  States  has  the  highest  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  overcome  its  present  economic  difficulties.  The  British  Government 
has  taken  a  number  of  positive  steps.  We  are  further  encouraged  by  Britain's 
decision  to  seek  a  standby  agreement  v^ith  the  International  Monetary  Fund. 
As  I  have  already  stated  publicly,  the  United  States  v^ill  fully  support  an  agree- 
ment reached  between  Britain  and  the  IMF.  As  a  matter  of  general  policy,  it  is 
the  abiding  purpose  of  the  United  States  to  see  the  United  Kingdom  as  a 
vigorous  member  of  the  European  Community,  the  North  Atlantic  Alliance, 
and  other  international  institutions  whose  goal  it  is  to  build  a  better  and  safer 
world. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

987 

Statement  on  Nuclear  Policy.     October  28,  1976 

WE  HAVE  known  since  the  age  of  nuclear  energy  began  more  than  30  years 
ago  that  this  source  of  energy  had  the  potential  for  tremendous  benefits  for  man- 
kind and  the  potential  for  unparalleled  destruction. 
On  the  one  hand,  there  is  no  doubt  that  nuclear  energy  represents  one  of  the 
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best  hopes  for  satisfying  the  rising  world  demand  for  energy  with  minimum 
environmental  impact  and  with  the  potential  for  reducing  dependence  on  un- 
certain and  diminishing  world  suppUes  of  oil. 

On  the  other  hand,  nuclear  fuel,  as  it  produces  power  also  produces  pluto- 
nium,  which  can  be  chemically  separated  from  the  spent  fuel.  The  plutonium  can 
be  recycled  and  used  to  generate  additional  nuclear  power,  thereby  partially  off- 
setting the  need  for  additional  energy  resources.  Unfortunately — and  this  is  the 
root  of  the  problem — the  same  plutonium  produced  in  nuclear  powerplants  can, 
when  chemically  separated,  also  be  used  to  make  nuclear  explosives. 

The  world  community  cannot  afford  to  let  potential  nuclear  weapons  mate- 
rial or  the  technology  to  produce  it  proliferate  uncontrolled  over  the  globe.  The 
world  community  must  ensure  that  production  and  utilization  of  such  material 
by  any  nation  is  carried  out  under  the  most  stringent  security  conditions  and 
arrangements. 

Developing  the  enormous  benefits  of  nuclear  energy  while  simultaneously 
developing  the  means  to  prevent  proliferation  is  one  of  the  major  challenges 
facing  all  nations  of  the  world  today. 

The  standards  we  apply  in  judging  most  domestic  and  international  activities 
are  not  sufficiently  rigorous  to  deal  with  this  extraordinarily  complex  problem. 
Our  answers  cannot  be  partially  successful.  They  will  either  work,  in  which 
case  we  shall  stop  proliferation,  or  they  will  fail  and  nuclear  proliferation  will 
accelerate  as  nations  initially  having  no  intention  of  acquiring  nuclear  weapons 
conclude  that  they  are  forced  to  do  so  by  the  actions  of  others.  Should  this  hap- 
pen, we  would  face  a  world  in  which  the  security  of  all  is  critically  imperiled. 
Maintaining  international  stability  in  such  an  environment  would  be  incalcu- 
lably difficult  and  dangerous.  In  times  of  regional  or  global  crisis,  risks  of  nuclear 
devastation  would  be  immeasurably  increased — if  not  through  direct  attack, 
then  through  a  process  of  ever-expanding  escalation.  The  problem  can  be 
handled  as  long  as  we  understand  it  clearly  and  act  wisely  in  concert  with  other 
nations.  But  we  are  faced  with  a  threat  of  tragedy  if  we  fail  to  comprehend  it  or 
to  take  effective  measures. 

Thus  the  seriousness  and  complexity  of  the  problem  place  a  special  burden 
on  those  who  propose  ways  to  control  proliferation.  They  must  avoid  the  temp- 
tation for  rhetorical  gestures,  empty  threats,  or  righteous  posturing.  They  must 
offer  policies  and  programs  which  deal  with  the  world  as  it  is,  not  as  we  might 
wish  it  to  be.  The  goal  is  to  prevent  proliferation,  not  simply  to  deplore  it. 
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The  first  task  in  dealing  with  the  problem  of  proliferation  is  to  understand  the 
world  nuclear  situation. 

More  than  30  nations  have  or  plan  to  build  nuclear  powerplants  to  reap  the 
benefits  of  nuclear  energy.  The  1973  energy  crisis  dramatically  demonstrated  to 
all  nations  not  only  the  dangers  of  excessive  reliance  on  oil  imports  but  also  the 
reality  that  the  world's  supply  of  fossil  fuels  is  running  out.  As  a  result,  nuclear 
energy  is  now  properly  seen  by  many  nations  as  an  indispensable  way  to  satisfy 
rising  energy  demand  without  prematurely  depleting  finite  fossil  fuel  resources. 
We  must  understand  the  motives  which  are  leading  these  nations,  developed  and 
developing,  to  place  even  greater  emphasis  than  we  do  on  nuclear  power 
development.  For  unless  we  comprehend  their  real  needs,  we  cannot  expect  to 
find  ways  of  working  with  them  to  ensure  satisfaction  of  both  our  and  their 
legitimate  concerns.  Moreover,  several  nations  besides  the  United  States  have 
the  technology  needed  to  produce  both  the  benefits  and  the  destructive  potential 
of  nuclear  energy.  Nations  with  such  capabilities  are  able  to  export  their  technol- 
ogy and  facilities. 

Thus,  no  single  nation,  not  even  the  United  States,  can  realistically  hope — by 
itself — to  control  effectively  the  spread  of  reprocessing  technology  and  the  result- 
ing availability  of  plutonium. 

The  United  States  once  was  the  dominant  world  supplier  of  nuclear  material 
equipment  and  technology.  While  we  remain  a  leader  in  this  field,  other  sup- 
pliers have  come  to  share  the  international  market — with  the  U.S.  now  supplying 
less  than  half  of  nuclear  reactor  exports.  In  short,  for  nearly  a  decade  the  U.S.  has 
not  had  a  monopoly  on  nuclear  technology.  Although  our  role  is  large,  we  are 
not  able  to  control  worldwide  nuclear  development. 

For  these  reasons,  action  to  control  proliferation  must  be  an  international  coop- 
erative effort  involving  many  nations,  including  both  nuclear  suppliers  and  cus- 
tomers. Common  standards  must  be  developed  and  accepted  by  all  parties.  If  this 
is  not  done,  unrestrained  trade  in  sensitive  nuclear  technology  and  materials  will 
develop — ^with  no  one  in  a  position  to  stop  it. 

We  in  the  United  States  must  recognize  that  interests  in  nuclear  energy  vary 
widely  among  nations.  We  must  recognize  that  some  nations  look  to  nuclear 
energy  because  they  have  no  acceptable  energy  alternative.  We  must  be  sure  that 
our  efforts  to  control  proliferation  are  not  viewed  by  such  nations  as  an  act  to 
prevent  them  from  enjoying  the  benefits  of  nuclear  energy.  We  must  be  sure  that 
all  nations  recognize  that  the  U.S.  believes  that  nonproUferation  objectives  must 
take  precedence  over  economic  and  energy  benefits  if  a  choice  must  be  made. 
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Previous  Action 

During  the  past  30  years,  the  U.S.  has  been  the  unquestioned  leader  in  world- 
wide ejfiforts  to  assure  that  the  benefits  of  nuclear  energy  are  made  available 
widely  while  its  destructive  uses  are  prevented.  I  have  given  special  attention  to 
these  objectives  during  the  past  2  years,  and  we  have  made  important  new 
progress,  particularly  in  efforts  to  control  the  proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons 
capability  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

In  1974,  soon  after  I  assumed  office,  I  became  concerned  that  some  nuclear 
supplier  countries,  in  order  to  achieve  competitive  advantage,  were  prepared  to 
offer  nuclear  exports  under  conditions  less  rigorous  than  we  believe  prudent. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year,  at  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly,  the  United 
States  proposed  that  nonproliferation  measures  be  strengthened  materially.  I 
also  expressed  my  concern  directly  to  my  counterparts  in  key  supplier  and 
recipient  nations.  I  directed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  emphasize  multilateral 
action  to  limit  this  dangerous  form  of  competition. 

At  U.S.  initiative,  the  first  meeting  of  major  nuclear  suppliers  was  convened  in 
London  in  April  1975.  A  series  of  meetings  and  intensive  bilateral  consultations 
followed.  As  a  result  of  these  meetings,  we  have  significantly  raised  international 
standards  through  progressive  new  guidelines  to  govern  nuclear  exports.  These 
involve  both  improved  safeguards  and  controls  to  prevent  diversion  of  nuclear 
materials  and  to  guard  against  the  misuse  of  nuclear  technology  and  physical 
protection  against  theft  and  sabotage.  The  United  States  has  adopted  these  guide- 
lines as  policy  for  nuclear  exports. 

In  addition,  we  have  acted  to  deal  with  the  special  dangers  associated  with 
plutoniimi. 

— ^We  have  prohibited  export  of  reprocessing  and  other  nuclear  technologies 
that  could  contribute  to  proliferation.   . 

— ^We  have  firmly  opposed  reprocessing  in  Korea  and  Taiwan.  We  welcome 
the  decisions  of  those  nations  to  forego  such  activities.  We  will  continue  to  dis- 
courage national  reprocessing  in  other  locations  of  particular  concern. 

— ^We  negotiated  agreements  for  cooperation  with  Egypt  and  Israel  which 
contain  the  strictest  reprocessing  provisions  and  other  nuclear  controls  ever  in- 
cluded in  the  20-year  history  of  our  nuclear  cooperation  program. 

— In  addition,  the  United  States  recendy  completed  negotiations  to  place  its 
civil  nuclear  facilities  under  the  safeguards  of  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency — and  the  IAEA  has  approved  a  proposed  agreement  for  this  purpose. 
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New  Initiatives 

Last  summer,  I  directed  that  a  thorough  review  be  undertaken  of  all  our 
nuclear  policies  and  options  to  determine  what  further  steps  were  needed.  I  have 
considered  carefully  the  results  of  that  review,  held  discussions  with  congres- 
sional leaders,  and  benefited  from  consultations  with  leaders  of  other  nations. 

1  have  decided  that  new  steps  are  needed,  building  upon  the  progress  of  the  past 

2  years.  Today,  I  am  announcing  a  number  of  actions  and  proposals  aimed  at: 
—strengthening  the  commitment  of  the  nations  of  the  world  to  the  goal 

of  nonproliferation  and  building  an  effective  system  of  international  controls 
to  prevent  proliferation; 

— changing  and  strengthening  U.S.  domestic  nuclear  policies  and  programs 
to  support  our  nonproliferation  goals;  and 

—establishing,  by  these  actions,  a  sound  foundation  for  the  continued  and 
increased  use  of  nuclear  energy  in  the  U.S.  and  in  the  world  in  a  safe  and 
economic  manner. 

The  task  we  face  calls  for  an  international  cooperative  venture  of  imprec- 
edented  dimensions.  The  U.S.  is  prepared  to  work  with  all  other  nations. 


Principal  Policy  Decisions 

I  have  concluded  that  the  reprocessing  and  recycling  of  plutonium  should^ 
not  proceed  unless  there  is  sound  reason  to  conclude  that  the  world  community 
can  effectively  overcome  the  associated  risks  of  proliferation.  I  believe  that 
avoidance  of  proliferation  must  take  precedence  over  economic  interests.  I  have 
also  concluded  that  the  United  States  and  other  nations  can  and  should  increase 
their  use  of  nuclear  power  for  peaceful  purposes  even  if  reprocessing  and 
recycling  of  plutonium  are  found  to  be  unacceptable. 

Vigorous  action  is  required  domestically  and  internationally  to  make  these 
judgments  effective. 

— I  have  decided  that  the  United  States  should  greatly  accelerate  its  diplomatic 
initiatives  in  conjunction  with  nuclear  supplier  and  consumer  nations  to  control 
the  spread  of  plutonium  and  technologies  for  separating  plutonium. 

Effective  nonproliferation  measures  will  require  the  participation  and  support 
of  nuclear  suppliers  and  consumers.  There  must  be  coordination  in  restraints 
so  that  an  effective  nonproliferation  system  is  achieved,  and  there  must  be 
cooperation  in  assuring  reliable  fuel  supplies  so  that  peaceful  energy  needs 
are  met. 

—I  have  decided  that  the  United  States  should  no  longer  regard  reprocessing 
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of  used  nuclear  fuel  to  produce  plutonium  as  a  necessary  and  inevitable  step 
in  the  nuclear  fuel  cycle,  and  that  we  should  pursue  reprocessing  and  recycling 
in  the  future  only  if  they  are  found  to  be  consistent  with  our  international 
objectives. 

We  must  ensure  that  our  domestic  policies  and  programs  are  compatible  with 
our  international  position  on  reprocessing  and  that  we  work  closely  with  other 
nations  in  evaluating  nuclear  fuel  reprocessing. 

— The  steps  I  am  announcing  today  will  assure  that  the  necessity  increase 
in  our  use  of  nuclear  energy  will  be  carried  on  with  safety  and  without 
aggravating  the  danger  of  proliferation. 

Even  with  strong  efforts  to  conserve,  we  will  have  increasing  demands  for 
energy  for  a  growing  American  economy.  To  satisfy  these  needs,  we  must  rely 
on  increased  use  of  both  nuclear  energy  and  coal  until  more  acceptable  alterna- 
tives are  developed.  We  will  continue  pushing  ahead  with  work  on  all  promising 
alternatives  such  as  solar  energy  but  now  we  must  count  on  the  technology  that 
works.  We  cannot  expect  a  major  contribution  to  our  energy  supply  from  alterna- 
tive technologies  until  late  in  this  century. 

To  implement  my  overall  policy  decisions,  I  have  decided  on  a  number  of 
policies  that  are  necessary  and  appropriate  to  meet  our  nonproliferation  and 
energy  objectives. 

— First,  our  domestic  policies  must  be  changed  to  conform  to  my  decision  on 
deferral  of  the  commercialization  of  chemical  reprocessing  of  nuclear  fuel 
which  results  in  the  separation  of  plutonium. 

— Second,  I  call  upon  all  nations  to  join  us  in  exercising  maximum  restraint 
in  the  transfer  of  reprocessing  and  enrichment  technology  and  facilities  by 
avoiding  such  sensitive  exports  or  commitments  for  a  period  of  at  least  3  years. 

— ^Third,  new  cooperative  steps  are  needed  to  help  assure  that  all  nations 
have  an  adequate  and  reliable  supply  of  energy  for  their  needs.  I  believe,  most 
importantly,  that  nuclear  supplier  nations  have  a  special  obligation  to  assure  that 
customer  nations  have  an  adequate  supply  of  fuel  for  their  nuclear  powerplants, 
if  those  customer  nations  forego  the  acquisition  of  reprocessing  and  uranium 
enrichment  capabilities  and  accept  effective  proliferation  controls. 

— Fourth,  the  U.S.  must  maintain  its  role  as  a  major  and  reliable  world  sup- 
plier of  nuclear  reactors  and  fuel  for  peaceful  purposes.  Our  strong  position  as  a 
supplier  has  provided  the  principal  basis  for  our  influence  and  leadership  in 
worldwide  nonproliferation  efforts.  A  strong  position  will  be  equally  important 
in  the  future.  While  reaffirming  this  Nation's  intent  to  be  a  reliable  supplier. 
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the  U.S.  seeks  no  competitive  advantage  by  virtue  of  the  v^orldv^ide  system  of 
effective  nonproHferation  controls  that  I  am  calHng  for  today. 

— Fifth,  ntv/  efforts  must  be  made  to  urge  all  nations  to  join  in  a  full-scale 
international  cooperative  effort — w^hich  I  shall  outline  in  detail — to  develop  a 
system  of  effective  controls  to  prevent  proliferation. 

— Sixth,  the  U.S.  must  take  new^  steps  w^ith  respect  to  its  own  exports  to  control 
proliferation,  while  seeking  to  improve  multilateral  guidelines. 

— Seventh,  the  U.S.  must  undertake  a  program  to  evaluate  reprocessing  in 
support  of  the  international  policies  I  have  adopted. 

— ^Finally,  I  have  concluded  that  new  steps  are  needed  to  assure  that  we  have 
in  place  when  needed,  both  in  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world,  the  facilities  for 
the  long-term  storage  or  disposal  of  nuclear  wastes. 

Actions  To  Implement  Our  Nuclear  Policies 

In  order  to  implement  the  nuclear  policies  that  I  have  outlined,  major  efforts 
will  be  required  within  the  United  States  and  by  the  many  nations  around  the 
world  with  an  interest  in  nuclear  energy.  To  move  forward  with  these  efforts, 
I  am  today  taking  a  number  of  actions  and  making  a  number  of  proposals  to 
other  nations. 

I.  Change  in  US.  Policy  on  Nuclear  Fuel  Reprocessing 

With  respect  to  nuclear  fuel  reprocessing,  I  am  directing  agencies  of  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  to  implement  my  decision  to  delay  commercialization  of  repro- 
cessing activities  in  the  United  States  until  uncertainties  are  resolved.  Specifi- 
cally, I  am: 

— Directing  the  Administrator  of  the  Energy  Research  and  Development 
Administration  (ERDA)  to: 

•  change  ERDA  policies  and  programs  which  heretofore  have  been  based  on 
the  assumption  that  reprocessing  would  proceed; 

•  encourage  prompt  action  to  expand  spent  fuel  storage  facilities,  thus 
assuring  utilities  that  they  need  not  be  concerned  about  shutdown  of  nuclear 
reactors  because  of  delays;  and 

•  identify  the  research  and  development  efforts  needed  to  investigate  the 
feasibility  of  recovering  the  energy  value  from  used  nuclear  fuel  without 
separating  plutonium. 

II.  Restraint  in  the  Transfer  of  Sensitive  Nuclear  Technology  and  Facilities 
Despite  the  gains  in  controlling  proliferation  that  have  been  made,  the  dangers 

posed  by  reprocessing  and  the  prospect  of  uncontrolled  availability  of  plutonium 
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require  further,  decisive  international  action.  Effective  control  of  the  parallel 
risk  of  spreading  uranium  enrichment  technology  is  also  necessary.  To  meet 
these  dangers: 

— I  call  upon  all  nations  to  join  with  us  in  exercising  maximum  restraint  in 
the  transfer  of  reprocessing  and  enrichment  technology  and  facilities  by  avoid- 
ing such  sensitive  exports  or  commitments  for  a  period  of  at  least  3  years. 

This  w^ill  allows  suppliers  and  consumers  to  work  together  to  establish  reliable 
means  for  meeting  nuclear  needs  with  minimum  risk,  as  we  assess  carefully 
the  wisdom  of  plutonium  use.  As  we  proceed  in  these  efforts,  we  must  not  be 
influenced  by  pressures  to  approve  the  export  of  these  sensitive  facilities. 

III.  Assuring  an  Adequate  Energy  Supply  for  Customer  Nations 

— I  urge  nuclear  suppliers  to  provide  nuclear  consumers  with  fuel  services, 
instead  of  sensitive  technology  or  facilities. 

Nations  accepting  effective  nonproliferation  restraints  have  a  right  to  expect 
reliable  and  economic  supply  of  nuclear  reactors  and  associated,  nonsensitive 
fuel.  All  such  nations  would  share  in  the  benefits  of  an  assured  supply  of  nuclear 
fuel,  even  though  the  number  and  location  of  sensitive  facilities  to  generate  this 
fuel  is  limited  to  meet  nonproliferation  goals.  The  availability  of  fuel-cycle 
services  in  several  different  nations  can  provide  ample  assurance  to  consumers 
of  a  continuing  and  stable  source  of  supply. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  continue  studying  the  idea  of  a  few  suitably-sited  multi- 
national fuel-cycle  centers  to  serve  regional  needs,  when  effectively  safeguarded 
and  economically  warranted.  Through  these  and  related  means,  we  can  mini- 
mize incentives  for  the  spread  of  dangerous  fuel-cycle  capabilities. 

The  United  States  stands  ready  to  take  action,  in  cooperation  with  other 
concerned  nations,  to  assure  reliable  supplies  of  nuclear  fuel  at  equitable  prices 
to  any  country  accepting  responsible  restraints  on  its  nuclear  power  program 
with  regard  to  reprocessing,  plutonium  disposition,  and  enrichment  technology. 

— I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  initiate  consultations  to  explore  with 
other  nations  arrangements  for  coordinating  fuel  services  and  for  developing 
other  means  of  ensuring  that  suppliers  will  be  able  to  offer,  and  consumers  will 
be  able  to  receive,  an  uninterrupted  and  economical  supply  of  low-enriched 
uranium  fuel  and  fuel  services. 

These  discussions  will  address  ways  to  ensure  against  economic  disadvantage 
to  cooperating  nations  and  to  remove  any  sources  of  competition  which  could 
undermine  our  common  nonproliferation  efforts. 

To  contribute  to  this  initiative,  the  United  States  will  offer  binding  letters  of 
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intent  for  the  supply  of  nuclear  fuel  to  current  and  prospective  customers  will- 
ing to  accept  such  responsible  restraints. 

— In  addition,  I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  enter  into  negotiations 
or  arrangements  for  mutual  agreement  on  disposition  of  spent  fuel  with  con- 
sumer nations  that  adopt  responsible  restraints. 

Where  appropriate,  the  United  States  will  provide  consumer  nations  with 
either  fresh,  low-enriched  uranium  fuel  or  make  other  equitable  arrangements 
in  return  for  mutual  agreement  on  the  disposition  of  spent  fuel  where  such 
disposition  demonstrably  fosters  our  common  and  cooperative  nonprolifera- 
tion  objectives.  The  United  States  seeks  no  commercial  advantage  in  pursuing 
options  for  fuel  disposition  and  assured  fuel  supplies. 

Finally,  the  United  States  will  continue  to  expand  cooperative  efforts  with 
other  countries  in  developing  their  indigenous  nonnuclear  energy  resources. 

The  United  States  has  proposed  and  continues  to  advocate  the  establishment 
of  an  International  Energy  Institute,  specifically  designed  to  help  developing 
countries  match  the  most  economic  and  readily  available  sources  of  energy  to 
their  power  needs.  Through  this  Institute  and  other  appropriate  means,  we  will 
offer  technological  assistance  in  the  development  of  indigenous  energy  resources. 

IV.  Strengthening  the  U.S.  Role  as  a  Reliable  Supplier 

If  the  United  States  is  to  continue  its  leadership  role  in  worldwide  nonprolif- 
eration  efforts,  it  must  be  a  reliable  supplier  of  nuclear  reactors  and  fuel  for 
peaceful  purposes.  There  are  two  principal  actions  we  can  take  to  contribute  to 
this  objective: 

— I  will  submit  to  the  new  Congress  proposed  legislation  that  will  permit 
the  expansion  of  capacity  in  the  United  States  to  produce  enriched  uranium, 
including  the  authority  needed  for  expansion  of  the  Government-owned  plant 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  I  will  also  work  with  Congress  to  establish  a  framework 
for  a  private,  competitive  industry  to  finance,  build,  own,  and  operate  enrich- 
ment plants. 

U.S.  capacity  has  been  fully  committed  since  mid-1974  with  the  result  that  no 
new  orders  could  be  signed.  The  Congress  did  not  act  on  my  full  proposal  and 
provided  only  limited  and  temporary  authority  for  proceeding  with  the  Ports- 
mouth plant.  We  must  have  additional  authority  to  proceed  with  the  expansion 
of  capacity  without  further  delay. 

—I  will  work  closely  with  the  Congress  to  ensure  that  legislation  for  improv- 
ing our  export  controls  results  in  a  system  that  provides  maximum  assurance 
that  the  United  States  will  be  a  reliable  supplier  to  other  nations  for  the  full 
period  of  agreements. 
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One  of  the  principal  concerns  with  export  legislation  proposed  in  the  last 
Congress  was  the  fear  that  foreign  customers  could  be  subjected  to  arbitrary  new 
controls  imposed  well  after  a  long-term  agreement  and  specific  contracts  for 
nuclear  powerplants  and  fuel  had  been  signed.  In  the  case  of  nuclear  plants  and 
fuel,  reliable  long-term  agreements  are  essential,  and  we  must  adopt  export  con- 
trols that  provide  reliability  while  meeting  nonprolif eration  objectives. 

V.  International  Controls  Against  Proliferation 

To  reinforce  the  foregoing  policies,  we  must  develop  means  to  establish  in- 
ternational restraints  over  the  accumulation  of  plutonium  itself,  whether  in 
separated  form  or  in  unprocessed  spent  fuel.  The  accumulation  of  plutonium 
under  national  control,  especially  in  a  separated  form,  is  a  primary  proliferation 
risk. 

— I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  pursue  vigorously  discussions  aimed 
at  the  establishment  of  a  new  international  regime  to  provide  for  storage  of  civil 
plutonium  and  spent  reactor  fuel. 

The  United  States  made  this  proposal  to  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency  and  other  interested  nations  last  spring. 

Creation  of  such  a  regime  will  greatly  strengthen  world  confidence  that  the 
growing  accumulation  of  excess  plutonium  and  spent  fuel  can  be  stored  safely, 
pending  reentry  into  the  nuclear  fuel  cycle  or  other  safe  disposition.  I  urge  the 
IAEA,  which  is  empowered  to  establish  plutonium  depositories,  to  give  prompt 
implementation  to  this  concept. 

Once  a  broadly  representative  IAEA  storage  regime  is  in  operation,  we  are 
prepared  to  place  our  own  excess  civil  plutonium  and  spent  fuel  under  its  con- 
trol. Moreover,  we  are  prepared  to  consider  providing  a  site  for  international 
storage  under  IAEA  auspices. 

The  inspection  system  of  the  IAEA  remains  a  key  element  in  our  entire  non- 
proliferation  strategy.  The  world  community  must  make  sure  that  the  Agency 
has  the  technical  and  human  resources  needed  to  keep  pace  with  its  expanding 
responsibilities.  At  my  direction,  we  have  recently  committed  substantial  addi- 
tional resources  to  help  upgrade  the  IAEA's  technical  safeguards  capabilities, 
and  I  believe  we  must  strengthen  further  the  safeguard  functions  of  the  IAEA. 

— I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Administrator  of  ERDA  to  under- 
take a  major  international  effort  to  ensure  that  adequate  resources  for  this  pur- 
pose are  made  available,  and  that  we  mobilize  our  best  scientific  talent  to  sup- 
port that  Agency.  Our  principal  national  laboratories  with  expertise  in  this  area 
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have  been  directed  to  provide  assistance,  on  a  continuing  basis,  to  the  IAEA 
Secretariat. 

The  terrible  increase  in  violence  and  terrorism  throughout  the  vv^orld  has 
sharpened  our  awareness  of  the  need  to  assure  rigorous  protection  for  sensitive 
nuclear  materials  and  equipment.  Fortunately,  the  need  to  cope  w^ith  this  prob- 
lem is  nov7  broadly  recognized.  Many  nations  have  responded  to  the  initiatives 
which  I  have  taken  in  this  area  by  materially  strengthening  their  physical  secu- 
rity and  by  cooperating  in  the  development  of  international  guidelines  by  the 
IAEA.  As  a  result  of  consultations  among  the  major  suppliers,  provision  for  ade- 
quate physical  security  is  becoming  a  normal  condition  of  supply. 

We  have  an  effective  physical  security  system  in  the  United  States.  But  steps 
are  needed  to  upgrade  physical  security  systems  and  to  assure  timely  inter- 
national collaboration  in  the  recovery  of  lost  or  stolen  materials. 

— I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  address  vigorously  the  problem  of 
physical  security  at  both  bilateral  and  multilateral  levels,  including  exploration 
of  a  possible  international  convention. 

The  United  States  is  committed  to  the  development  of  the  system  of  interna- 
tional controls  that  I  have  here  outlined.  Even  when  complete,  however,  no  sys- 
tem of  controls  is  likely  to  be  effective  if  a  potential  violator  judges  that  his 
acquisition  of  a  nuclear  explosive  will  be  received  with  indifference  by  the  in- 
ternational community. 

Any  material  violation  of  a  nuclear  safeguards  agreement — especially  the  di- 
version of  nuclear  material  for  use  in  making  explosives — must  be  universally 
judged  to  be  an  extremely  serious  affront  to  the  world  community,  calling  for 
the  immediate  imposition  of  drastic  sanctions. 

— I  serve  notice  today  that  the  United  States  will,  at  a  minimum,  respond  to 
violation  by  any  nation  of  any  safeguards  agreement  to  which  we  are  a  party 
with  an  immediate  cutoff  of  our  supply  of  nuclear  fuel  and  cooperation  to  that 
nation. 

We  would  consider  further  steps,  not  necessarily  confined  to  the  area  of  nu- 
clear cooperation,  against  the  violator  nation.  Nor  will  our  actions  be  limited  to 
violations  of  agreements  in  which  we  are  directly  involved.  In  the  event  of  ma- 
terial violation  of  any  safeguards  agreement,  particularly  agreements  with  the 
IAEA,  we  will  initiate  immediate  consultations  with  all  interested  nations  to 
determine  appropriate  action. 

Universal  recognition  of  the  total  unacceptability  of  the  abrogation  or  viola- 
tion of  any  nonproliferation  agreements  is  one  of  the  most  important  steps 
which  can  be  taken  to  prevent  further  proliferation.  We  invite  all  concerned 
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governments  to  affirm  publicly  that  they  will  regard  nuclear  wrongdoing  as  an 
intolerable  violation  of  acceptable  norms  of  international  behavior,  which 
would  set  in  motion  strong  and  immediate  countermeasures. 

VI.  US.  Nuclear  Export  Policies 

During  the  past  2  years,  the  United  States  has  strengthened  its  own  national 
nuclear  export  policies.  Our  interests,  however,  are  not  limited  to  controls  alone. 
The  United  States  has  a  special  responsibility  to  share  the  benefits  of  peaceful 
nuclear  energy  with  other  countries.  We  have  sought  to  serve  other  nations  as 
a  reliable  supplier  of  nuclear  fuel  and  equipment.  Given  the  choice  between 
economic  benefits  and  progress  toward  our  nonproliferation  goals,  we  have 
given,  and  will  continue  to  give  priority  to  nonproliferation.  But  there  should  be 
no  incompatibility  between  nonproliferation  and  assisting  other  nations  in 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  peaceful  nuclear  power  if  all  supplier  countries  pursue 
common  nuclear  export  policies.  There  is  need,  however,  for  even  more  rigorous 
controls  than  those  now  commonly  employed,  and  for  policies  that  favor  nations 
accepting  responsible  nonproliferation  limitations. 

— I  have  decided  that  we  will  henceforth  apply  new  criteria  in  judging  whether 
to  enter  into  new  or  expanded  nuclear  cooperation: 

•  Adherence  to  the  nonproliferation  treaty  will  be  a  strong  positive  factor 
favoring  cooperation  with  a  nonnuclear  weapon  state. 

•  Nonnuclear  weapons  states  that  have  not  yet  adhered  to  the  nonprolifera- 
tion treaty  will  receive  positive  recognition  if  they  are  prepared  to  submit  to  full 
fuel  cycle  safeguards,  pending  adherence. 

•  We  will  favor  recipient  nations  that  are  prepared  to  forego,  or  postpone  for 
a  substantial  period,  the  establishment  of  national  reprocessing  or  enrichment 
activities  or,  in  certain  cases,  prepared  to  shape  and  schedule  their  reprocessing 
and  enriching  facilities  to  foster  nonproliferation  needs. 

•  Positive  recognition  will  also  be  given  to  nations  prepared  to  participate  in 
an  international  storage  regime,  imder  which  spent  fuel  and  any  separated  plu- 
tonium  would  be  placed  pending  use. 

Exceptional  cases  may  occur  in  which  nonproliferation  will  be  served  best  by 
cooperating  with  nations  not  yet  meeting  these  tests.  However,  I  pledge  that 
the  Congress  will  not  be  asked  to  approve  any  new  or  amended  agreement  not 
meeting  these  new  criteria  unless  I  personally  determine  that  the  agreement  is 
fully  supportive  of  our  nonproliferation  goals.  In  case  of  such  a  determination, 
my  reasons  will  be  fully  presented  to  the  Congress. 
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— ^With  respect  to  countries  that  are  current  recipients  of  U.S.  nuclear  supply, 
I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  objective 
of  conforming  these  agreements  to  established  international  guidelines,  and  to 
seek  through  diplomatic  initiatives  and  fuel  supply  incentives  to  obtain  their 
acceptance  of  our  new  criteria. 

We  must  recognize  the  need  for  effective  multilateral  approaches  to  nonpro- 
liferation  and  prevent  nuclear  export  controls  from  becoming  an  element  of 
commercial  competition. 

— I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  intensify  discussions  with  other 
nuclear  suppliers  aimed  at  expanding  common  guidelines  for  peaceful  coopera- 
tive agreements  so  that  they  conform  with  these  criteria. 

In  this  regard,  the  United  States  would  discuss  ways  of  developing  incentives 
that  can  lead  to  acceptance  of  these  criteria,  such  as  assuring  reliable  fuel  supplies 
for  nations  accepting  new  restraints. 

The  reliability  of  American  assurances  to  other  nations  is  an  asset  that  few,  if 
any,  nations  of  the  world  can  match.  It  must  not  be  eroded.  Indeed,  nothing 
could  more  prejudice  our  efforts  to  strengthen  our  existing  nonproliferation 
understandings  than  arbitrary  suspension  or  unwarranted  delays  in  meeting  sup- 
ply commitments  to  countries  which  are  dealing  with  us  in  good  faith  regarding 
effective  safeguards  and  restraints. 

Despite  my  personal  efforts,  the  94th  Congress  adjourned  without  passing 
nuclear  export  legislation  which  would  have  strengthened  our  effectiveness  in 
dealing  with  other  nations  on  nuclear  matters. 

— In  the  absence  of  such  legislation,  I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
work  closely  with  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  to  ensure  proper  empha- 
sis on  nonproliferation  concerns  in  the  nuclear  export  licensing  process. 

I  will  continue  to  work  to  develop  bipartisan  support  in  Congress  for  improve- 
ments in  our  nuclear  export  laws. 

VII ,  Reprocessing  Evaluation  Program 

The  world  community  requires  an  aggressive  program  to  build  the  interna- 
tional controls  and  cooperative  regimes  I  have  just  outlined.  I  am  prepared  to 
mount  such  a  program  in  the  United  States. 

— I  am  directing  the  Administrator  of  ERDA  to: 

•  Begin  immediately  to  define  a  reprocessing  and  recycle  evaluation  program 
consistent  with  meeting  our  international  objectives  outlined  earlier  in  this 
statement.  This  program  should  complement  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Com- 
mission's (NRC)  ongoing  considerations  of  safety  safeguards  and  environ- 
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mental  requirements  for  reprocessing  and  recycling  activities,  particularly  its 
Generic  Environmental  Statement  on  Mixed  Oxide  Fuels. 

•  Investigate  the  feasibility  of  recovering  the  energy  value  from  used  nuclear 
fuel  without  separating  our  plutonium. 

— I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  invite  other  nations  to  participate 
in  designing  and  carrying  out  ERDA's  reprocessing  and  recycle  evaluation 
program,  consistent  with  our  international  energy  cooperation  and  nonpro- 
liferation  objectives.  I  will  direct  that  activities  carried  out  in  the  U.S.  in  connec- 
tion with  this  program  be  subjected  to  full  IAEA  safeguards  and  inspections. 

VIII.  Nuclear  Waste  Management 

The  area  of  our  domestic  nuclear  program  dealing  with  long-term  manage- 
ment of  nuclear  wastes  from  our  commercial  nuclear  powerplants  has  not  in 
the  past  received  sufficient  attention.  In  my  1977  Budget,  I  proposed  a  fourfold 
increase  in  funding  for  this  program,  which  involves  the  activities  of  several 
Federal  agencies.  We  recenriy  completed  a  review  to  determine  what  additional 
actions  are  needed  to  assure  availability  in  the  mid-1980's  of  a  federally-owned 
and  managed  repository  for  long-term  nuclear  wastes,  well  before  significant 
quantities  of  wastes  begin  to  accumulate. 

I  have  been  assured  that  the  technology  for  long-term  management  or  disposal 
of  nuclear  wastes  is  available  but  demonstrations  are  needed. 

— I  have  directed  the  Administrator  of  ERDA  to  take  the  necessary  action 
to  speed  up  this  program  so  as  to  demonstrate  all  components  of  waste  manage- 
ment technology  by  1978  and  to  demonstrate  a  complete  repository  for  such 
wastes  by  1985. 

— I  have  further  directed  that  the  first  demonstration  depository  for  high- 
level  wastes  which  will  be  owned  by  the  Government  be  submitted  for  licensing 
by  the  independent  NRC  to  assure  its  safety  and  acceptability  to  the  public. 

In  view  of  the  decisions  announced  today,  I  have  also  directed  the  Adminis- 
trator of  ERDA  to  assure  that  the  waste  repository  will  be  able  to  handle  spent 
fuel  elements  as  well  as  the  separated  and  solidified  waste  that  would  result  if 
we  proceed  with  nuclear  fuel  reprocessing. 

The  United  States  continues  to  provide  world  leadership  in  nuclear  waste 
management.  I  am  inviting  other  nations  to  participate  in  and  learn  from  our 
programs. 

— I  am  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  discuss  with  other  nations  and 
the  IAEA  the  possibility  of  establishing  centrally  located,  multinationally  con- 
trolled nuclear  waste  repositories  so  that  the  number  of  sites  that  are  needed 
can  be  limited. 


2776 


October  28  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [987] 

Increased  Use  of  Nuclear  Energy  in  the  United  States 

Even  with  strong  conservation  efforts,  energy  demands  in  the  United  States 
will  continue  to  increase  in  response  to  the  needs  of  a  growing  economy.  The 
only  alternative  over  the  next  15  to  20  years  to  increased  use  of  both  nuclear 
energy  and  coal  is  greater  reliance  on  imported  oil  which  will  jeopardize  our 
Nation's  strength  and  welfare. 

We  now  have  in  the  United  States  62  licensed  nuclear  plants,  providing  about 
9  percent  of  our  electrical  energy.  By  1985,  we  will  have  from  145  to  160  plants, 
supplying  20  percent  or  more  of  the  Nation's  electricity. 

In  many  cases,  electricity  from  nuclear  plants  is  markedly  cheaper  than  that 
produced  from  either  oil  or  coal-fired  plants.  Nuclear  energy  is  environmentally 
preferable  in  a  number  of  respects  to  other  principal  ways  of  generating 
electricity. 

Commercial  nuclear  power  has  an  excellent  safety  record,  with  nearly  200 
plant-years  of  experience  (compiled  over  18  chronological  years)  without  a 
single  death  from  a  nuclear  accident.  I  have  acted  to  assure  that  this  record  is 
maintained  in  the  years  ahead.  For  example,  I  have  increased  funds  for  the 
independent  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  and  for  the  Energy  Research 
and  Development  Administration  for  reactor  safety  research  and  development. 

The  decisions  and  actions  I  am  announcing  today  will  help  overcome  the 
uncertainties  that  have  served  to  delay  the  expanded  use  of  nuclear  energy  in 
the  United  States.  While  the  decision  to  delay  reprocessing  is  significant,  it 
will  not  prevent  us  from  increasing  our  use  of  nuclear  energy.  We  are  on  the 
right  course  with  our  nuclear  power  program  in  America.  The  changes  I  am 
announcing  today  will  ensure  that  we  continue. 

My  decisions  today  do  not  affect  the  U.S.  program  of  research  and  develop- 
ment on  the  breeder  reactor.  That  program  assumes  that  no  decision  on  the 
commercial  operations  of  breeder  reactors,  which  require  plutonium  fuel,  will 
be  made  before  1986. 

Conclusion 

I  do  not  underestimate  the  challenge  represented  in  the  creation  of  a  world- 
wide program  that  will  permit  capturing  the  benefits  of  nuclear  energy  while 
maintaining  needed  protection  against  nuclear  proliferation.  The  challenge 
is  one  that  can  be  managed  only  partially  and  temporarily  by  technical  measures. 

It  can  be  managed  fully  if  the  task  is  faced  realistically  by  nations  prepared 
to  forego  perceived  short-term  advantages  in  favor  of  fundamental  long-term 
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gains.  We  call  upon  all  nations  to  recognize  that  their  individual  and  collective 
interests  are  best  served  by  internationally  assured  and  safeguarded  nuclear  fuel 
supply,  services,  and  storage.  We  ask  them  to  turn  aside  from  pursuing  nuclear 
capabilities  which  are  of  doubtful  economic  value  and  have  ominous  implications 
for  nuclear  proliferation  and  instability  in  the  w^orld. 

The  grov^ing  international  consensus  against  the  proliferation  of  nuclear 
weapons  is  a  source  of  encouragement.  But  it  is  certainly  not  a  basis  for 
complacency. 

Success  in  meeting  the  challenge  now  before  us  depends  on  an  extraordinary 
coordination  of  the  policies  of  all  nations  toward  the  common  good.  The  United 
States  is  prepared  to  lead,  but  we  cannot  succeed  alone.  If  nations  can  work 
together  constructively  and  cooperatively  to  manage  our  common  nuclear  prob- 
lems, we  will  enhance  our  collective  security.  And  we  will  be  better  able  to 
concentrate  our  energies  and  our  resources  on  the  great  tasks  of  construction 
rather  than  consume  them  in  increasingly  dangerous  rivalry. 

988 

Radio  Address  on  Crime.     October  29,  1976 

I  WANT  to  talk  with  you  this  morning  about  one  of  the  greatest  concerns  of 
this  campaign.  The  issue  is  crime. 

For  too  long,  the  fear  of  crime  has  cast  its  ominous  shadow  on  the  streets  of 
America.  For  too  long,  the  conscientious  efforts  of  law  enforcement  officers 
throughout  America  have  been  compromised  by  a  system  of  "revolving-door" 
justice  and  by  a  lack  of  adequate  community  involvement  in  crime  prevention. 
For  too  long  the  rights  of  the  victims  of  crime  have  not  had  the  same  protection 
as  the  rights  of  the  criminal  defendants. 

During  the  past  2  years  we  have  begun  to  make  headway  against  crime  in 
America.  In  1974  the  crime  rate  increased  by  18  percent.  Last  year  the  increase 
was  down  to  9  percent.  And  for  the  first  6  months  of  this  year,  the  increase  in 
the  overall  crime  rate  was  only  3  percent.  The  incidence  of  violent  crime — mur- 
der, rape,  robbery,  and  aggravated  assault — actually  went  down. 

This  is  real  progress,  not  just  because  of  the  statistics  but  because  Americans 
are  beginning  to  feel  safer  in  their  own  neighborhoods  and  on  the  streets  of  our 
cities. 

The  role  of  the  Federal  Government  in  law  enforcement  is  limited.  We  do 
not  have  a  national  police  force,  and  we  don't  want  one.  But  the  Federal  Gov- 
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ernment  can  serve  as  a  model  for  law  enforcement  efforts  at  the  State  and  local 
level.  My  administration  is  setting  a  good  example. 

First,  I  have  proposed  a  comprehensive  revision  of  the  Federal  Criminal  Code 
to  replace  the  overlapping,  contradictory,  and  outdated  statutes  now  on  the 
books. 

Second,  I  have  proposed  strict,  automatic  prison  sentences  for  those  convicted 
of  such  Federal  crimes  as  hijacking  and  kidnaping  and  for  those  who  use  a 
gun  or  other  dangerous  weapon  in  the  commission  of  a  crime. 

Third,  I  have  proposed  unprecedented  funding  for  the  Federal  Government's 
Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration,  which  provides  equipment  and 
training  for  local  police  officers. 

Fourth,  I  have  proposed  tougher  laws  against  drug  pushers,  for  example,  per- 
mitting judges  to  deny  bail  for  defendants  with  a  prior  criminal  record  and 
imposing  mandatory  sentences  for  convicted  pushers. 

Fifth,  I  have  proposed  increasing  the  number  of  Federal  judges  to  relieve  the 
crowding  of  court  dockets  and  to  reduce  the  delay  in  bringing  criminal  cases  to 
trial. 

Sixth,  I  have  recommended  four  new  Federal  prisons  to  relieve  overcrowded 
or  inhumane  conditions  in  our  penal  system  and  to  give  judges  no  reason  to 
keep  convicted  criminals  out  of  jail. 

Seventh,  I  have  initiated  a  career  criminal  program  in  12  key  cities  through- 
out America,  and  it  will  be  100  cities  by  1978.  This  program,  which  began  last 
year,  identifies  habitual  criminals,  sets  up  special  prosecution  procedures,  and 
in  95  percent  of  the  cases,  results  in  conviction  and  in  prison  sentences  that 
average  more  than  20  years. 

We  have  also  established  a  Public  Integrity  Section  within  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment to  discover  and  prosecute  official  corruption.  Furthermore,  my  administra- 
tion is  now  devoting  more  resources  to  combat  white  collar  crime  than  any  other 
administration  in  history. 

Most  important,  I  have  asked  for  a  new,  active  spirit  of  cooperation  from  you, 
the  American  people,  to  help  us  defeat  our  common  enemy — crime. 

I  have  promised  America  a  new  generation  of  freedom:  the  freedom  to  walk 
the  streets  in  safety,  to  be  secure  in  our  homes  and  neighborhoods,  to  trust  the 
honesty  and  integrity  of  public  officials. 

On  July  4  we  celebrated  the  first  200  years  of  America's  history.  On  Novem- 
ber 2,  with  your  help,  we  will  begin  a  new  generation  of  freedom  for  all 
Americans. 

note:   The  President's  remarks  were  recorded  for  The  text  of  the  address  was  released  at  Cleveland, 

later  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  Radio  Network.  Ohio. 

2779 


[989]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  29 

989 

Remarks  in  Milwaukee  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wisconsin 
Education  Association.     October  29,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  Paul  duVair.  It's  v^onderful  to  be  back  in 
Wisconsin  to  see  some  of  my  old  very  dear  friends,  Congressman  Bob  Kasten, 
former  Governor  Warren  Knowles,  and  an  old  friend  of  mine  in  my  political 
party,  Ody  Fish. 

But  it's  a  very  special  privilege  and  pleasure  for  me,  if  I  might  have  the 
dispensation,  to  introduce  to  all  of  you  a  very  dear  friend  of  mine  w^ho  is  also 
a  great  and  longstanding  friend  and  supporter  of  education.  I  take  the  pleasure 
of  introducing  her  because  she  served  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives w^ith  me  for  19  years.  She  w2ls  on  the  other  side  of  the  aisle.  She  w^as  a  very 
formidable  person  in  debate.  I  always  did  better  v^hen  she  v^as  on  my  side. 
But  let  me  assure  you  there  v^as  never  a  more  knowledgeable,  more  dedicated 
person  in  the  jfield  of  education  than  the  former  Democratic  Member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Edith  Green.  Edith  is  here  some  place.  Right  here. 

Naturally,  I  am  very  pleased  and  proud  that  she,  having  retired  voluntarily 
from  the  Congress  2  years  ago,  is  now  serving  as  a  valuable  contributor  to  my 
campaign.  But  I  think  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  she  served  on  the  House 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  and  was  chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on 
Postsecondary  Education.  And  it's  also  of  some  consequence  to  note  that  she 
received  both  the  Oregon  and  the  NEA  [National  Education  Association] 
Citizens  Award.  So,  you  know  Edith  is  real  quality. 

But  I  am  honored  to  appear  before  the  Wisconsin  Education  Association 
Council,  a  distinguished  group  of  professional  teachers,  to  discuss  a  subject  of 
vital  importance  to  all  of  us  and  to  the  Nation — America's  schools. 

We  in  America  have,  from  our  very  earliest  days,  developed  an  educational 
system  as  significant  and  as  revolutionary  as  our  pohtical  structure.  Educational 
opportunity  for  all  citizens  was  a  crucial  part  of  the  vision  which  our  Nation's 
founders  had.  They  knew  that  ignorance  and  freedom  could  not  coexist. 

Education  is  now  the  Nation's  number  one  business.  Today,  60  million 
Americans  attend  school:  10  million  in  postsecondary  education  and  50  million 
in  elementary  and  secondary  schools.  Over  2^4  million  Americans  are  school 
teachers  and  school  administrators. 

More  money  is  spent  on  education  in  America  than  any  other  single  govern- 
mental endeavor.  In  all,  America  is  making  a  huge  investment  in  quality 
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education,   and   American   taxpayers  expect  a   substantial  return  for  their 
investment. 

My  administration  shares  their  expectation  and  their  concern  in  America's 
continuing  and  striving  to  be  the  v^orld's  finest.  No  other  sphere  of  activity 
is  so  closely  bound  to  the  lives  of  all  Americans.  The  strength  of  our  political 
system  is  dependent  on  educated,  sovereign  people. 

Early  generations  of  Americans  looked  upon  education  as  a  cherished  privi- 
lege, a  steppingstone  to  a  successful  and  a  happy  life.  Our  schools,  our  colleges 
educated  millions  of  immigrant  children  vv^ho  spoke  no  English  when  they 
arrived  on  our  shores.  These  people  and  their  descendants  valued  education 
above  all.  To  them,  self-discipline  v^as  both  essential  and  natural.  If  self-disci- 
pline was  missing,  then  imposed  discipline  in  the  home  and  the  school  was  ac- 
cepted as  reasonable  and  proper. 

Today,  these  attitudes  have  eroded*  Education,  particularly  in  America's  ur- 
ban centers,  has  been  inundated  by  a  barrage  of  social  problems.  Schools  are 
facing  a  litany  of  ills — drugs,  disruption,  violence  that  victimizes  both  teachers 
and  students,  increased  racial  tensions,  and  the  excessive  demands  for  schools  to 
be  all  things  to  all  people. 

In  the  midst  of  all  of  this,  it  is  not  surprising  that  education  and  our  children 
suffer.  Headlines,  if  not  personal  family  experiences,  tell  us  that  crime  in  the 
schools  is  a  very  serious  problem.  The  National  Education  Association  reports 
that  over  the  past  few  years,  there  has  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  school  crime 
and  school  violence. 

Some  of  today's  parents  say  teachers  must  understand  our  children  better.  I 
say  it  is  hard  for  a  teacher  to  understand  a  student  who  is  threatening  him  or  her 
with  a  knife.  No  teacher  should  be  subject  to  physical  or  verbal  assault  by  stu- 
dents, nor  should  any  teacher  be  fearful  of  physical  abuse  by  undisciplined  stu- 
dents— and  I  add  this  with  emphasis — nor  by  the  undisciplined  parents  of  those 
students. 

We  can,  and  I  honestly  think  that  we  must,  keep  the  schoolrooms  of  America 
places  to  learn,  to  uplift,  to  move  forward.  If  our  schools  fail,  we  fail;  and  if  they 
succeed,  we  succeed. 

The  heart  of  America's  education  system,  the  key  to  success  or  failure  for  the 
millions  of  students  sitting  in  classrooms,  is  not  buildings  or  dollars  spent.  The 
key  is  the  classroom  teacher.  All  of  us,  as  individuals  and  collectively  as  a  nation, 
owe  much,  a  very  great  deal,  to  our  teachers  during  our  lifetime. 

Who  among  us  does  not  recall  the  impact  made  on  his  or  her  life  by  that  very 
special  teacher?  I  could  recite  a  number  in  my  own  lifetime  who  have  con- 
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tributed  very  significantly  to  whatever  circumstances  or  success  that  I  have  had, 
and  I  value  their  contributions  very  deeply. 

Our  teachers,  our  schools  have  made  it  possible  for  the  United  States  to  lead 
the  world  in  science  and  technology,  in  medicine,  in  agricultural  production, 
and  in  space  exploration.  With  all  of  the  problems,  our  teachers  still  have  given 
us  the  best  educated  youngsters  in  the  world  today,  and  I  congratulate  all  of  you 
for  that  accomplishment. 

But  how  can  we  help  our  teachers  meet  the  awesome  demands  of  the  future  ? 
How  can  we  channel  more  of  the  $130  billion  now  spent  on  education  each  year 
into  classrooms  to  benefit  our  children  and  avoid  the  bureaucratic  snarls  that 
somehow  seem  to  plague  too  many  school  systems  ? 

In  the  past  decade,  America  has  responded  to  the  problems  of  education 
with  a  variety  of  Federal  programs  designed  to  meet  specific  needs  through  as- 
sistance to  State  and  local  school  agencies.  Each  new  program  was  aimed  at  edu- 
cational problems  of  particular  segments  of  our  population.  As  a  result,  the  pro- 
liferation of  narrow,  categorical  programs  has  reached  a  point,  really  a  cre- 
scendo, where  it  is  causing  confusion,  duplication  and,  I  think,  unnecessary 
waste. 

Local  citizens  and  administrators  are  buried  under  an  avalanche  of  paper- 
work, generated  by  no  less  than  110  separate  and  frequently  overlapping  Fed- 
eral aid  to  education  programs,  and  we  have  got  to  do  something  about  it. 

My  administration  will  not  try  to  out-promise  or  out-bid  the  opposition.  You 
know  that  every  new  program  has  its  price,  and  every  politician  who  promises 
new  programs  has  an  obligation  to  say  how  much  it  will  cost  and  who  will  pay 
for  it.  You  are  too  sophisticated,  too  experienced,  too  knowledgeable  to  simply 
throw  your  weight  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  owe  you  more  than  an  auction  for 
Federal  education  dollars.  I  am  working  for  meaningful,  much  needed  reform 
in  Government's  whole  approach  to  educational  assistance. 

As  President,  the  first  piece  of  legislation  that  I  signed  back  in  August  of  1974, 
over  2  years  ago,  was  the  Omnibus  Education  Act.  It  improved  the  distribution 
of  Federal  education  funds;  it  unclogged,  to  some  extent,  the  administration  of 
Federal  education  programs.  This  was  a  distinct  move  in  the  right  direction, 
but  in  a  major  proposal  that  I  sent  to  the  Congress  in  March  of  this  year,  I  urged 
the  further  consolidation  of  Federal  educational  programs  in  the  interest  of  serv- 
ice to  local  schools,  effective  administration,  and  bona  fide  economy. 

Under  my  proposal,  24  categorical  grants  would  be  consolidated  into  a  single 
block  grant  program.  The  States  and  the  communities,  not  some  faceless 
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bureaucrat  in  Washington,  would  decide  how  this  money  would  best  be  spent  to 
help  their  students  and  their  teachers  do  a  better  job. 

It  was  interesting  in  this  past  year  since  that  proposal  was  made,  that  all  or 
most  of  the  State  educational  heads,  or  whatever  their  precise  title  might  be, 
agreed  with  the  proposal,  because  they  felt  that  was  a  far  more  effective  way — 
with  infinitely  less  redtape — to  get  that  money  for  elementary  and  secondary 
education  from  the  Federal  Government  right  at  the  local  level. 

I  am  optimistic  that  with  the  year  that  we  will  have  had  to  educate  people 
who  want  the  job  done,  that  we  can  convince  the  next  Congress  that  this  is  the 
way  to  take  whatever  the  funds  are  that  the  Federal  Government  makes  avail- 
able and  get  it  to  the  source  where  we  want  the  job  done  as  quickly,  as  econom- 
ically, and  as  effectively  as  possible. 

Now,  in  spite  of  my  conviction  that  Federal  spending  must  be  held  in  check — 
and  just  about  a  year  ago  that  was  a  tough  decision  that  I  had  to  make — I  have, 
because  of  my  strong  personal  dedication  to  America's  schools,  urged  that  Fed- 
eral assistance  be  increased  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  The  block  grant  program 
that  I  mentioned  a  moment  ago  calls  for  the  increase  in  spending  in  each  of  the 
3  fiscal  years  after  its  enactment. 

As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  I  am  optimistic  that  that  consolidation  program  will 
be  accepted  by  the  Congress  with  the  kind  of  increases  that  I  think  can  be  justi- 
fied, and  will  be  extremely  helpful  in  solving  some  of  the  local  and  even  the 
State  financial  problems  involving  schools. 

When  I  spoke  at  Ohio  State — and  you  know,  somebody  from  Michigan  who 
gets  invited  to  speak  at  a  commencement  at  Ohio  State,  you  never  forget  the  ex- 
perience— [laughter] — and  they  treated  me  better  as  a  commencement  speaker 
than  they  treat  the  Michigan  football  teams  from  time  to  time — [laughter] — but 
when  I  was  at  Ohio  State  2  years  ago,  I  urged  that  the  transition  from  the  world 
of  education  to  the  world  of  work,  a  very  crucial  juncture  in  the  life  of  every 
individual,  be  explored  by  the  most  knowledgeable  people  in  the  field  of 
education. 

I  said  at  that  time,  the  Nation  needs  new  ways  to  bring  the  world  of  work  and 
institutions  of  education  closer  together.  The  response  from  the  education  and 
business  communities  has  been  more  than  heartening.  The  U.S.  Office  of  Educa- 
tion, the  Departments  of  Labor  and  Commerce,  private  business  and  industry 
have  responded  to  my  challenge  in  a  very  encouraging  way.  In  the  past  2  years, 
scores  of  programs  have  been  developed  to  help  high  school  students  prepare  for 
worthwhile  occupations  while  completing  their  education.  These  developments 
are  new  and  really  exciting.  They  are  innovative,  and  they  are  a  fine  example  of 
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Government  as  a  helpful  servant  rather  than  a  meddling  master  in  the  area  of 
education. 

American  schools  have  met  and  overcome  many  challenges  in  our  Nation's 
first  tv^o  centuries.  Today,  w^e  have  a  civilization  w^hich  has  reached  unparalleled 
heights  of  material  w^ell-being,  a  civiUzation  that  has  uncovered  many  of  the 
secrets  of  the  physical  v^orld.  But  even  more  important  are  our  moral  and  intel- 
lectual values — the  elements  that  constitute  the  very  essence  of  civilization. 

A  Gallup  poll  earlier  this  year  reported — and  I  quote:  "The  public  is  over- 
w^helmingly  in  favor  of  instruction  in  morals  and  moral  behavior  in  the  Nation's 
public  schools."  Many  years  ago,  a  great  President,  President  Theodore  Roose- 
velt, put  it  much  more  dramtically.  He  said,  and  I  quote:  "To  educate  a  man  in 
mind  and  not  in  morals  is  to  educate  a  menace  to  society."  I  w^holeheartedly  agree. 

Unfortunately,  too  many  citizens  are  uninformed  or,  w^orse,  unconcerned 
about  the  w^orkings  of  their  government.  Too  many  young  Americans  are 
graduating  from  our  schools  with  a  feeling  that  the  law^  is  a  threat  and  that 
government  is  an  enemy.  Too  many  are  cynical ;  too  many  don't  care. 

We  cannot  uphold  our  society's  system  of  values  by  simply  lecturing  our 
children  that  it  is  good.  We  can  only  assure  its  future  by  educating  our  children 
to  be  avv^are  of  and  to  respect  its  strengths  and,  at  the  same  time,  give  them  the 
know^ledge  and  the  incentive  to  correct  its  faults.  Only  then  w^ill  they  under- 
stand v^hy  America's  moral  values  must  be  preserved,  even  though  our  society 
constantly  changes.  Only  then  w^ill  they  understand  that  truth,  equity,  and 
justice  are  more  than  mere  w^ords,  but  a  vv^ay  of  life. 

Meeting  the  educational  challenges  of  America's  third  century  must  not  be 
the  responsibility  of  educators  and  teachers  alone.  They  cannot  and  must  [not] 
be  called  upon  to  assume  the  burden  of  curing  all  of  society's  ills  singlehandedly. 
It  must  be  a  cooperative  effort  by  parents,  school  board  members,  teachers, 
religious  leaders,  government  officials,  businessmen,  labor  leaders — every  single 
one  of  us. 

We  do  face  great  problems  in  America  today.  Overcoming  them  requires 
more  than  dollars,  more  than  technology,  more  than  programs.  We  need  a  belief 
in  ourselves.  We  need  the  w^ill,  the  education,  the  discipline  to  take  action. 

Let  us  take  a  ntw  look  at  ourselves  in  America.  Let  us  see  a  constructive 
partnership  betv^een  the  education  community  and  the  rest  of  our  society.  Let 
us  seek  the  highest  standards  in  every  aspect  of  American  life. 

As  Daniel  Webster  once  w^rote,  and  I  quote:  "If  "wt  w^ork  upon  marble,  it  v^ill 
perish.  If  w^e  w^ork  upon  brass,  time  w^ill  efface  it.  If  w^e  rear  temples,  they 
will  crumble  to  dust.  But  if  we  work  upon  men's  immortal  minds,  if  we  embue 
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them  with  high  principles,  with  a  just  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our  fellow  men, 
we  engrave  on  those  tablets  something  which  no  time  can  efface  and  which  will 
brighten  and  brighten  to  all  eternity." 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:10  a.m.  at  the  Mecca       duVair,    president   of   the   association,   and    Ody   J. 
Auditorium.  In   his   remarks,   he   referred   to  Paul       Fish,  Wisconsin  Repubhcan  national  committeeman. 
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Remarks  at  a  Ford-Dole  Committee  Reception  in  Milwaukee. 
October  29,  1976 

THANK  YOU.  It's  w^onderful  to  be  in  Milw^aukee.  It's  v^onderful  to  be  w^ith 
all  you  great  Badgers. 

When  I  left  Kansas  City,  I  said  we  would  not  concede  a  single  vote  and  we 
would  not  concede  a  single  State.  We  don't,  and  we  expect  to  win  Wisconsin. 

I  want  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  all  of  the  people,  whether  they 
were  in  one  part  of  the  Republican  Party  or  the  other  part  of  the  Republican 
Party  or  some  other  area.  I  appreciate  very  deeply  the  unification  and  the  joint 
effort  that  is  being  made  in  the  great  State  of  Wisconsin,  so  that  we  can  go 
forward  together  for  a  victory  on  November  2. 

I  was  going  to  tell  Ody  and  Warren  ^  later  today  and  ask  them  to  express  it 
to  you,  but  I  see  so  many  nice  people  here  I'm  going  to  do  it  myself — 
[laughter^ — I'm  going  to  invite  every  one  of  you  to  come  down  January  20  and 
be  there  for  the  inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford. 

I  do  want  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  Bob  Kasten  and 
Bill  Steiger,  who  have  just  been  extremely  helpful.  I  need  them  down  there. 
You  need  them  down  there.  We  just  need  to  add  a  few  more  to  the  Wisconsin 
delegation. 

I  would  like  to  make  one  or  two  comments  that  I  think  might  be  helpful 
to  you  as  you  work  in  the  next  4  days — we  are  in  the  countdown  period — to 
convince  those  Independents  and  those  Democrats  that  they  ought  to  join  with 
us  in  what  really  has  become  a  crusade. 

I  was  so  pleased  at  the  tremendous  outpouring  of  warmth  and  friendship 
of  the  crowd  outside  of  the  hotel  here.  Just  wonderful,  but  it's  indicative  of  what 
we  are  finding  all  over  America. 


^  Ody  J.  Fish,  Wisconsin  Republican  national  committeeman,  and  Warren  P.  Knowles,  Governor  of  Wis- 
consin 1965-71  and  Wisconsin  President  Ford  committee  chairman. 
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More  and  more  Americans  are  realizing  the  great  change  that  has  taken 
place  since  August  of  1974.  We  were  in  troubled  times.  People  were  mad  at 
each  other.  They  were  divided.  They  had  lost  faith  in  America.  There  was  a 
lack  of  faith  in  the  White  House  itself.  Inflation  was  over  12  percent.  We  were 
on  the  brink  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  We  were  still  involved  in 
Vietnam.  It  was  a  troubled  time  for  America.  We  were  in  turmoil. 

But  what  we  tried  to  do  was  to  put  the  ship  on  an  even  keel  and  steer  a  steady 
course.  And  gradually,  we  have  turned  the  economy  around.  Inflation  is  less 
than  6  percent.  We  have  added  4  million  jobs.  Instead  of  a  recession,  we  are 
moving  toward  a  strong,  healthy  economy.  We  are  out  of  Vietnam.  And  I  am 
proud  to  say  to  you — and  you  should  say  it  to  everybody — this  administration 
has  no  young  Americans  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil. 

And  you  can  go  to  the  high  schools  and  colleges  today  and  say  to  every  young 
man,  you  aren't  faced  with  selective  service.  We  have  an  all-volunteer  military 
force,  a  military  force  of  2,100,000  that  is  well-trained,  well-equipped,  well-led, 
a  force  that  is  number  one.  And  under  President  Ford,  we  are  going  to  keep  it 
number  one. 

My  opponent  wants  to  cut  a  minimum  of  $5  to  $7  billion  out  of  the  defense 
program.  You  can't  negotiate  with  our  adversaries,  you  can't  strengthen  our 
allies  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  weaker  U.S.  military  force.  We  have  to  stay 
strong  to  be  at  peace,  and  under  my  administration,  with  strength  and  diplomatic 
skill,  we  are  going  to  stay  at  peace  and  get  our  third  century  kicked  off  in 
the  right  way  for  our  young  people,  for  America,  for  all  mankind. 

One  other  point.  As  I  said,  we  are  moving  so  that  we  are  getting,  I  think,  a 
healthy  and  strong  economy.  It's  not  as  good  as  we  would  like  it,  but  the 
remedies  that  we  recommended  Congress  finally  approved  in  part.  But  the 
remedy  that  we  must  have  for  the  next  4  years  is  a  restraint  on  Federal  spending, 
so  that  we,  in  good  conscience,  can  say  to  the  American  people,  you  can  have 
another  tax  reduction. 

Last  year  I  recommended  to  the  Congress  that  we  increase  the  personal  exemp- 
tion from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's  meaningful.  Let  me  illustrate  it.  I  was  in  a  plant 
the  other  day  and  one  of  the  workers  in  the  plant  said,  "Well,  what  are  you 
doing  about  my  taxes?"  I  said,  "Well,  how  many  children  do  you  have?"  He 
said,  "I  have  three;  a  man  and  wife."  I  said,  "If  Congress  had  been  responsible, 
we  could  have  given  to  you,  when  you  make  out  your  income  tax  return  next 
April — you  would  have  had  a  $1,250  increase  in  your  personal  exemptions." 
But  Congress  didn't  act.  I  think  it  was  wrong.  I  think  it  was  irresponsible.  But 
that  recommendation  from  me  is  going  to  be  on  their  desk  in  January  of  next 
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year.  And  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1977,  it  will  be  on  their  desk  in  1978,  and  if 
they  don't  pass  it  then,  we  will  go  out  and  beat  them  in  1978. 

The  middle-income  taxpayer  has  been  shortchanged  too  long  under  the 
Federal  tax  system.  But  at  the  same  time,  if  we  are  going  to  create  jobs,  we 
have  to  give  industry  an  incentive.  So,  coupled  with  this  increase  in  the  personal 
exemption,  I  think  we  have  to  give  some  tax  relief  in  the  corporate  income  tax 
so  they  will  have  the  wherewithal  to  expand,  to  build  new  plants,  to  provide 
those  jobs — and  we  have  2  to  2^2  million  young  people  coming  into  the  labor 
market  every  year,  and  we  can't  have  a  stagnant  economy  if  we  are  going  to 
provide  those  young  people  with  jobs. 

Now,  my  opponent  wants  to  take  care  of  the  unemployment  by  dead-end, 
taxpayer-financed  jobs.  I  am  against  it.  I  am  for  the  free  enterprise  system. 

Thank  you  all  very,  very  much.  Wisconsin  is  crucial,  Wisconsin  is  critical. 
If  we  carry  Wisconsin,  we  are  in.  So  what  your  job  is,  is  to  maximize  what 
you  have  done.  We  have  been  grateful  for  what  you  have  achieved,  but  boy,  it 
is  like  the  last  quarter  of  the  big  game,  and  this  is  big  because  it  determines 
America's  course,  America's  direction  in  the  next  4  years. 

Thank  you.  I  want  your  help.  Let's  maximize  it,  and  Wisconsin  be  in  favor 
of  a  Wolverine. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:54  a.m.  in  the  Monarch  Room  at  the  Marc  Plaza  Hotel. 
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Exchange  With  Reporters  on  Arrival  at  St.   Louis,  Missouri. 

October  29,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING.  It's  nice  to  be  here  with  Jack  Danforth  and  Gene  McNary. 
And  it's  great  to  be  back  and  have  the  memories  of  that  last  visit  v^ith  the 
tremendous  crowd  we  had.  What  was  it— 35,000,  40,000 }  So  it's  a  pleasure  to  be 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  to  make  certain  that  Missouri  goes  for  Jack — ^which 
there  is  no  question,  I  guess — and  Kit  Bond,  myself,  and  the  rest  of  the  ticket. 

I  would  be  glad  to  answer  a  question  or  two. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  what's  your  reaction  to  the  decline  in  the  leading 
economic  indicators  for  the  second  month  in  a  row? 

The  President.  We  did  expect  some  falling-oflf  because  of  the  pause,  but  on 
the  other  hand,  we  are  very  encouraged  by  the  tremendous  increase  in  housing 
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starts  for  the  second  month  in  a  row.  We  are  very  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
several  surveys  show  that  consumer  confidence  is  in  good  shape. 

We  think  that  as  we  move  ahead  in  the  fourth  quarter— and  we're  in  the 
fourth  quarter  now — there  will  be  good  results  by  the  end  of  this  quarter. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  have  you  approved  the  sale  of  computers  to  China  that 
would  be  useful  in  its  defense — you  or  your  administration? 

The  President.  I  approved  the  sale  of  computers  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Department  of  Defense,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Security 
Council,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  They 
all  approved  them,  and  they  are  not  related  to  any  defense  capability  as  far  as 
the  PRC  [People's  Republic  of  China]  is  concerned. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  make  it  public,  Mr.  President?  Why  did  this  have  to 
be  revealed  by  reporters  ?  You  say  you  have  an  open  administration. 

The  President.  I  can't  give  you  the  answer.  I  signed  it.  I  assumed  that  it 
was  part  of  a  regular  process.  There  was  no  question  about  it.  The  Department 
of  Defense  recommended  it;  the  Department  of  Commerce  recommended  it; 
the  NSC  recommended  it.  These  particular  computers  had  no  relationship  what- 
soever to  our  national  security. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  why  you  called  Senator  Dole  at  5  a.m.,  as 
reported  from  Denver  ? 

The  President.  I  was  going  to  have  a  busy  day,  as  you  knew,  and  I  wanted  to 
make  sure  that  I  said  hello  to  him  and  wished  him  well  and  urged  him  to  keep 
up  the  good  work.  It  was  just  7  o'clock  our  time  and,  as  you  know,  we  were 
about  to  take  off.  That  was  the  most  opportune  moment  for  me  to  give  him  a 
call. 

Q.  How  will  the  drop  in  economic  indicators  affect  the  campaign  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  American  people  know  that  we  made  very  signifi- 
cant progress  in  the  battle  against  inflation.  The  latest  figures  show  that  the 
cost  of  living  has  gone  up  at  the  rate  of  4.4  percent,  which  was  considerably  less 
than  the  12  percent  inflation  that  I  inherited,  so  that  we  have  made  almost  a  two- 
thirds  successful  battle  in  winning  the  war  against  inflation. 

So  as  long  as  we  are  winning  the  battle  against  inflation,  I  think  the  Ameri- 
can people  will  think  that  is  a  significant  gain,  and  it  will  be  reflected  in  the 
campaign. 

Reporter.  Thank  you,  very  much. 

The  President.  Thank  you  all  very  much. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  11 :52  a.m.  at  Lambert  McNary,  chairman  of  the  St.  Louis  County  President 
Field.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  John  C.  Ford  Committee,  and  Governor  Christopher  S.  (Kit) 
Danforth,     attorney    general     of    Missouri,     Gene        Bond  of  Missouri. 
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Statement  on  Proposed  Administration  Program  To  Aid  Older 
Americans.     October  29,  1976 

ONE  OF  the  major  concerns  of  my  administration  during  the  next  4  years  will 
be  to  help  provide  conditions  under  which  older  Americans  can  continue  to  live 
secure  and  fulfilling  lives. 

We  all  owe  a  debt  to  our  older  citizens.  They  are  the  ones  who  built  our  econ- 
omy and  established  the  moral  bases  on  which  our  country  has  grown.  We  must 
not  let  them  down. 

First  of  all  we  must  make  sure  that  they  can  look  forward  to  futures  that  are 
economically  secure.  But  even  more  important  than  that,  we  must  see  to  it  that 
we  continue  to  have  a  society  and  a  country  of  which  our  older  citizens  can  be 
proud.  That,  above  all,  is  the  reward  that  they  ask. 

I  am  proposing  a  specific  program  to  help  provide  the  foundation  on  which 
older  Americans  can  continue  to  build  constructive  lives. 

First,  I  will  work  with  the  next  Congress  to  enact  a  catastrophic  insurance 
plan  for  older  Americans  so  that  never  again  will  the  savings  of  a  lifetime  be 
wiped  out  through  a  single  illness.  Under  this  plan,  medical  and  hospital  costs 
will  never  rise  above  $750  in  a  single  year. 

Second,  I  will  call  on  the  next  Congress  to  assure  the  integrity  of  the  social 
security  system.  Social  security  benefits  are  rights  that  have  been  earned  by  re- 
tired workers  and  their  families.  The  Federal  Government  is  legally  and  mor- 
ally bound  to  make  sure  that  the  fund  is  secure.  But  because  of  the  rise  in  the 
cost  of  living,  the  social  security  fund  is  now  paying  out  more  than  it  takes  in.  It 
is  therefore  essential  to  the  security  of  retired  citizens,  both  now  and  in  the  fu- 
ture, that  we  raise  the  level  of  the  fund  to  the  point  at  which  it  will  meet  pro- 
jected costs. 

Third,  I  will  continue  to  check  the  rise  in  Federal  spending  in  order  to  keep 
the  inflation  rate  going  down.  Inflation  hits  hardest  at  our  older  citizens,  many 
of  whom  are  living  on  retirement  incomes.  If  we  devalue  their  dollars,  we  are 
robbing  them  of  savings  and  pension  benefits  that  they  built  up  through  years 
of  labor. 

Fourth,  I  will  call  on  the  next  Congress  to  enact  my  anticrime  package, 
which  will  help  protect  the  security  of  our  streets  and  homes.  Legislation  that 
I  have  placed  before  Congress  will  provide  tougher  sentencing  procedures 
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for  drugpushers,  hijackers,  kidnapers,  and  lawbreakers  who  use  dangerous 
weapons  in  the  commission  of  their  crimes. 

Fifth,  I  will  continue  to  include  representative  older  Americans  on  advisory 
councils  related  to  Federal  consumer  protection  programs. 

Sixth,  I  will  launch  a  program  for  neighborhood  revitalization,  to  direct 
Federal  urban  programs  to  protect  and  restore  the  quality  of  life  in  the  urban 
neighborhoods  in  which  many  of  our  older  citizens  live. 

Of  course,  in  a  larger  sense,  the  entire  Ford  program  is  a  program  for  older 
Americans — because  its  purpose  is  to  build  a  peaceful,  prosperous,  secure 
America — the  objective  which  older  Americans  share  with  all  other  citizens. 

NOTE :  The  statement  was  released  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Remarks  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.     October  29,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much.  Jack  Danforth.  May  I  say  at  this  point,  nothing 
would  make  me  happier  than  to  have  Jack  Danforth  as  your  next  United 
States  Senator.  You  need  Jack  Danforth,  and  I  need  him,  so  let's  go  work  and 
make  sure  he's  elected  November  2. 

It's  great  to  be  back  in  Missouri,  to  have  the  opportunity  of  being  in  a  State 
so  wonderfully  handled  by  your  fine,  fine  Governor,  Kit  Bond,  and  his  very, 
very  able  Lieutenant  Governor,  Bill  Phelps. 

I  am  indebted,  of  course,  to  your  good  friend  and  mine.  Gene  McNary. 
Gene,  thank  you.  But  there  are  two  wonderful  people  here  who  have  made 
extraordinary  efforts.  Peter  Graves  has  been  your  master  of  ceremonies.  Peter, 
thank  you  very,  very  much;  and  one  of  my  alltime  favorites,  Al  Hirt.  Al,  thank 
you. 

A  very  dear  friend  of  mine  and  a  great  person  who  was  born  and  brought 
up  right  here  in  St.  Louis  has  been  traveling  with  me  for  the  last  10  days.  Un- 
fortunately, he  had  a  prior  commitment  that  prevented  him  from  coming  here 
to  St.  Louis.  But  I  have  gotten  to  know,  I  think,  one  of  the  most  fabulous 
people  in  this  whole  country.  Do  any  of  you  remember  of  the  name  of  Joe 
Garagiola } 

Joe  has  taken  about  10  days  of  his  time  and  is  out  campaigning  on  behalf 
of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole.  The  other  day  we  were  flying  from  someplace  to 
someplace,  and  Joe  and  I  were  sitting  and  I  was  listening  to  those  wonderful 
stories  that  he  tells  about  baseball.  I  was  a  rookie  baseball  player  that  never  made 
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it.  Joe  was  telling  of  not  only  some  baseball  stories,  and  then  we  got  to  talking 
about  St.  Louis,  and  he  was  telling  how  he  was  brought  up  here  in  a  wonder- 
ful ItaUan  neighborhood. 

"Today,"  Joe  said,  "I  can't  be  with  you,  but  will  you  say  hello  to  Father  Saul 
Paulevy  for  me,"  who  did  such  a  wonderful  job  in  retaining  the  character  and 
the  integrity  of  that  neighborhood  where  Joe  was  brought  up.  So,  I  say  to  you 
on  behalf  of  Joe  Garagiola:  "Hi." 

But  we  have  some  awfully  fine  congressional  candidates  here  that  I  would 
like  to  recognize.  We  want  Jack  Danforth  in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  we 
also — and  this  is  very  important — ^want  Joe  Badarocco  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. We  sure  would  like  Joe  Frappier  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Bob  Witherspoon  would  be  very  helpful.  Then  I  know  you  have  a  first-class 
candidate  in  Bob  Snyder.  Let's  make  sure  that  Missouri  makes  that  kind  of  an 
affirmative  contribution  to  a  better  Congress  that  will  be  sworn  in  on  January  3. 

Now,  if  I  could  take  just  a  few  minutes  to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  for 
this  tremendous  gathering  here  in  front  of  the  old  courthouse,  and  to  indicate 
to  you  that  I  have  kept  the  pledge  that  I  made  when  we  left  Kansas  City.  I  said 
I  would  campaign  every  State,  I  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  I  would 
not  concede  a  single  State.  And  the  net  result  is,  we  have  campaigned  the 
length  and  the  breadth  of  this  country.  We  were  33  points  behind  in  August, 
and  right  now  we  have  the  momentum,  and  we  are  going  to  win  on  November  2. 

Let  me  extend  an  invitation  on  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself  to  all  of  you— all 
of  you,  even  some  of  those  good  Carter  people  out  there— [laughter]— I  extend 
an  invitation  to  every  one  of  you  to  come  to  Washington  on  January  20  and 
see  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  inaugurated  President  and  Vice  President. 

Let  me  tell  you  why  we  are  going  to  win.  Take  just  a  minute  to  refresh  your 
memory  back  to  August  of  1974.  We  had  a  troubled  country.  America  was  in 
turmoil.  People  were  mad  and  angry  with  one  another.  They  had  lost  their 
faith  in,  actually,  our  government.  We  were  suffering  inflation  of  over  12 
percent.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  the  worst  economic  recession  in  40  years.  We 
were  still  involved  in  a  tragic  war  in  Vietnam. 

I  became  President  on  August  9.  It  wasn't  a  happy  day,  but  I  had  faith  in  the 
American  people,  I  had  faith  in  our  form  of  government,  and  I  decided  that  we 
had  to  keep  the  ship  of  state  on  an  even  keel,  that  we  had  to  set  a  steady  and 
firm  course.  You  know,  because  our  people  responded — all  of  you  in  St.  Louis 
and  Missouri,  all  over  the  country— you  rejoined  me  in  that  faith,  that  trust,  that 
confidence. 
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Today,  I  think  the  American  people,  whether  they  agree  with  me  on  every 
issue,  beUeve  that  the  man  in  the  White  House  can  be  trusted,  that  confidence 
has  been  restored  in  the  Oval  Office. 

But  we  have  also  made  great  progress.  Instead  of  inflation  at  12  percent,  the 
latest  figures  are  4.4  percent.  That's  headway.  Yes,  we  had  a  recession.  Unem- 
ployment was  too  high;  employment  was  dropping.  But  again,  the  American 
people  recognized  that  quick  fixes  and  phony  programs  are  not  the  solution, 
are  not  the  solution  to  make  America  healthy  and  prosperous.  And  because 
we  moved  steadily  and  progressively  forward,  today  we  have  4  million  more 
people  working  than  we  had  18  months  ago,  and  that  is  progress. 

We  have  88  million  people  working  in  America,  an  alltime  high.  But  I  make 
a  pledge  to  you.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  unemployment  we  still  have,  but  I 
will  promise  you  that  President  Jerry  Ford  will  not  be  satisfied  until  every 
person  who  wants  a  job  has  a  job,  period. 

But  I  am  also  very,  very  proud  to  say — and  look  each  and  every  one  of  you  in 
the  eye  and  say — isn't  this  great  that  there  is  not  a  single  young  American 
fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  today  ?  And  we  are  at  peace  because  America 
is  number  one  militarily,  and  we  are  going  to  stay  that  way  under  President 
Ford.  We  are  not  going  to  cut  and  slash  and  gut  the  Defense  Department.  We 
want  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines  to  have  the  kind  of 
military  hardware  so  that  they  can  deter  aggression,  that  they  can  protect  our 
national  security,  that  they  can  give  to  the  President  the  kind  of  strength  that 
makes  it  possible  for  him  to  negotiate  from  strength  with  our  adversaries,  and 
to  stand  with  our  allies,  and  put  together  this  free  world  so  it  can  stand  against 
aggression  and  stand  for  freedom  and  liberty  for  all  people  throughout  the 
world. 

As  I  look  around  this  great  audience,  there  are  some  wonderful  people  here, 
and  I  suspect  most  of  you  fall  in  what  is  called  the  middle-income  class.  You 
should  be  proud  of  that.  We  are  proud  that  America  has  a  middle-income  class, 
because  they  are  the  strength,  the  real  life-blood  of  American  society.  But  the 
middle-income  people  in  the  last  10  years  have  been  shortchanged  under  Federal 
taxes.  Last  January,  I  made  a  proposal  to  the  Congress  that  would  have  remedied 
that  situation.  I  recommended  that  the  Congress  increase  the  personal  exemption 
from  $750  to  $1,000.  That's  a  one-third  increase. 

And  I  was  out  to  a  factory  the  other  day  talking  to  some  people,  and  one  of 
the  men  said,  "Well,  what  would  that  do  to  me  if  Congress  passed  it?"  I  said, 
"How  many  kids  do  you  have?"  He  said,  "I  have  three."  So,  it  turns  out  to  be  a 
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family  of  five.  I  said,  "If  Congress  had  been  smart  enough  they  would  have 
done  v^hat  President  Ford  recommended,  and  then  next  April  when  you  have 
to  fill  out  your  income  tax  return,  you  would  have  had  $1,250  more  in  personal 
exemption." 

Well,  the  Congress  was  irresponsible,  unresponsive,  and  they  didn't  do  it. 
Next  January,  I  am  going  to  put  that  same  proposal  on  their  desk,  and  if  they 
don't  pass  it,  I  will  put  it  on  their  desk  the  next  January,  in  1978,  and  if  they 
don't  pass  it  then,  will  you  help  me  beat  them  in  the  next  election  in  1978  ? 

The  best  tax  reform  that  I  know  is  tax  reduction,  and  the  kind  of  a  tax  reduc- 
tion program  I  recommended  is  meaningful.  It  will  help  50  percent  of  the 
American  taxpayers  when  they  need  it.  So,  let's  make  sure  that  instead  of  the 
kind  of  talk  that  I  hear  from  my  opponent,  where  one  day  he  says  he  might 
give  a  tax  reduction,  the  next  day  he  says  he  isn't  sure — you  can  count  on 
President  Ford  to  be  on  your  side  to  reduce  taxes  in  1977. 

Let  me  conclude  with  this  observation:  This  election,  in  3  days,  will  determine 
the  direction  of  this  country  not  only  for  the  4  years  but  for  the  next  100  years, 
which  is  our  third  century  of  American  history. 

Our  forefathers,  200  years  ago,  drafted  the  most  wonderful  document  for  the 
governing  of  people  in  the  history  of  mankind,  and  on  July  4  of  this  year,  we 
celebrated  our  200th  birthday.  You  had  celebrations  the  length  and  the  breadth 
of  America.  I  was  privileged  to  go  to  Valley  Forge  and  to  see  where  the  straggling 
army  of  George  Washington  fought  that  battle.  I  was  privileged  to  be  in 
Philadelphia  where  it  all  began.  I  was  privileged  to  be  in  New  York  City  to 
see  those  "Tall  Ships",  where  countries  from  all  over  the  world  came  to  pay 
respect  to  the  greatest  country  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

Out  of  that  wonderful  birthday  celebration,  America  had  a  rebirth  of  spirit, 
a  restoration  of  confidence,  and  a  feeling  that  America  was  on  the  move.  We 
can  keep  it  on  the  move  if  you  do  your  job  on  November  2,  1976. 

I  have  been  honored  to  be  your  President  for  the  last  2  years,  through  the 
tough,  difficult  times  we  have  had.  I  have  nothing  but  the  highest  aspirations 
for  all  of  you  who  kept  your  cool  and  stayed  with  us  during  those  tough  times. 

I  would  be  honored  to  be  your  President  in  the  next  4  years,  and  I  would  be 
so  pleased,  I  would  be  so  proud,  if  you  would  tell  me,  '']tnY^  you  have  done  a 
good  job,  keep  right  on  doing  it." 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:27  p.m.  at  the  Louis  County  President  Ford  Committee. 

Luther  Ely  Smith  Memorial  Park.  In  his  remarks,  he  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

referred  to  John  C.  Danforth,  attorney  general  of  the  White  House  press  release. 

Missouri,  and  Gene  McNary,  chairman  of  the  St. 
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994 

Exchange  With  Reporters   on  Arrival   at  Houston,  Texas. 
October  29,  1976 

I  THINK  the  people  of  the  great  Lone  Star  State  know  of  President  Ford's 
deep  personal  commitment  to  a  strong  national  defense  program.  Everybody 
here  knows  that  I  have  worked  for  2  years  with  the  Congress,  trying  to  get 
the  Congress  to  go  along  with  the  kind  of  a  defense  budget  that's  needed  and 
necessary  now  as  well  as  in  the  future.  We  were  fortunate  in  the  last  Congress 
to  have  made  considerable  success  in  that  regard. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  a  continuation  of  a  strong  national  defense  program. 
That's  the  most  effective  way  to  keep  the  peace  and  the  most  effective  way  to 
ensure  our  domestic  security. 

I  want  everybody  in  Texas  to  know  what  a  great  contribution  they  have  made 
to  the  national  security  of  the  United  States.  Your  military  industry  here  in 
Texas,  not  only  in  the  building  of  aircraft  but  electronic  communications  sys- 
tems, as  well  as  all  the  other  things,  are  very  significant  in  making  our  defense 
program  the  kind  that  will  produce  results  in  deterring  the  enemy,  maintaining 
the  peace,  and  meeting  any  challenge. 

I  also  wish  to  compliment  the  young  men  and  women  who  man  the  military 
installations  from  El  Paso  to  Houston.  They  do  a  tremendous  job  on  behalf  of 
our  national  security. 

So,  it's  great  to  be  in  Texas  with  all  the  fine  people  that  have  contributed  so 
significantly  to  my  campaign.  And  I  might  add  one  footnote:  In  the  last  5 
days,  there  has  been  a  very  noticeable,  very  evident  upturn  in  the  polls,  a  very 
discernible  increase  in  crowds  all  over  the  United  States,  whether  it's  in  the 
Southeast,  the  Middle  West,  the  Northeast,  or  elsewhere.  We  have  the 
momentum  going  and  we  expect  it  to  keep  going,  because  we  have  got  the  right 
programs  and  we  have  got  good  leadership  and  good  organization.  And  with 
that  kind  of  a  momentum,  we're  going  to  surprise  some  people  on  November  2. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  with  the  court  decision  today  in  New  York  regard- 
ing Mr.  McCarthy,  could  you  afford  to  lose  Texas  and  still  win  the  election  on 
Tuesday  ? 

The  President.  We  are  optimistic,  of  course,  about  winning  Texas.  It  is  a 
very  key  State.  On  the  other  hand,  we  don't  write  off  New  York  even  if,  by 
chance,  the  court  does  decide  in  the  final  analysis  that  Senator  McCarthy  will 


2794 


October  30  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [995] 

be  precluded  from  offering  himself  as  a  prospective  candidate  in  New  York 
State. 

Texas  is  crucial.  I  think  we  have  got  some  good  news  that  has  been  coming. 
It's  getting  better.  And  when  you  look  at  how  well  we're  apparently  doing  in 
California,  how  well  we're  doing  in  some  other  States,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago, 
we're  going  to  surprise  some  people. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  this  had  been  a  grueling  campaign  for  you.  Are  you  look- 
ing forward  to  the  end  of  this  on  Tuesday  night  ? 

The  President.  Do  I  look  tired  ?  [Laughter]  I  tell  you,  I  get  stronger  every 
day,  and  for  good  reason. 

Q.  How  far  behind  do  you  see  you  are  at  this  point,  and  is  there  time  left  to 
catch  up.f^ 

The  President.  I  think  we're  neck-and-neck.  And  when  you've  got  momen- 
tum, and  the  opposition  is  trying  to  put  their  finger  in  every  dike  to  try  and 
stop  the  erosion — obviously,  we've  got  the  momentum  going  and  they  are 
frantic  and  frustrated  and  frenzied.  And,  gee,  I  just  feel  good  about  it,  just 
wonderful. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Reporter.  Thank   you,  Mr.  President. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  3:40  p.m.  at  the  William  p.  Hobby  Airport. 

995 

Remarks  at  a  Rally  in  Houston,  Texas.     October  30,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  my  dear  friend,  John  Connally.  May  I  say 
at  the  outset  that  John  and  Nell  Connally  are  the  kind  of  people  that  Betty  and 
Jerry  Ford  like,  because  they  are  great  citizens  of  Texas,  w^onderful  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  v^e  love  them,  and  so  do  you. 

But  it's  a  pleasure  to  be  here  in  Houston  and  the  great  State  of  Texas  and  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  wish  my  very,  very  best  to  Bill  Archer,  to  Ron  Paul,  and 
to  Alan  Steelman  and  to  say  that  with  a  rally  like  this  in  Texas,  I  think  we're 
going  to  win  and  win  overwhelmingly. 

On  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself,  I'm  going  to  issue  a  very  special  invitation 
to  all  of  you  here  to  come  on  down  to  Washington  on  January  20  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  inauguration  of  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

Let  me  reiterate  in  my  own  way  the  working  relationship  that  John  Con- 
nally and  I  have  had  for  20  years.  I  sat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  first  as 
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a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations— the  Defense  Appropriations— 
and  the  most  articulate,  the  most  effective,  the  most  knowledgeable  witness 
before  our  committee  was  John  Connally.  You  should  be  proud  of  him.  I  was 
in  the  Cabinet  Room  the  day  that  the  announcement  was  made  that  John 
Connally  was  going  to  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  President  couldn't 
have  picked  a  finer  man  for  that  fine  job;  we're  lucky. 

But  you  also  have  some  other  great  Texans  who  are  helping  in  this  campaign. 
Ray  Richardson— Ray  Hutchinson/  excuse  me— a  dear  friend  of  mine  at  home  is 
Ray  Hutchinson  [Richardson]— but  Ray,  I  want  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the 
superb  job  you  have  done  in  organizing  the  State  of  Texas.  I  thank  you  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart. 

But  then  at  the  head  of  the  President  Ford  Committee  is  another  great  Texan, 
Jim  Baker,  and  I  thank  Jim  for  the  fine  job  that  he  has  done. 

As  we  near  the  countdown  on  this  great  election,  I  recall  vividly  August  9, 
1974.  When  I  took  the  oath  of  office  as  your  President,  this  country  was  in  deep 
trouble.  People  were  angry  with  one  another.  America  was  divided.  There  was 
a  great  loss  of  confidence  in  ourselves,  in  our  Government,  and  in  our  Nation. 
We  were  suffering  unemployment  that  was  reaching  a  very  high  level.  Inflation 
was  over  12  percent.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  a  recession.  We  were  still  involved 
in  Vietnam. 

Yes,  America  was  having  trouble.  And  as  I  took  the  oath  of  office,  I  said, 
subsequendy,  that  I  had  not  been  elected  by  your  ballots,  but  I  asked  for  your 
prayers.  The  American  people  responded  with  their  prayers,  and  we  put  the 
ship  of  state  on  an  even  keel,  we  set  a  steady,  commonsense  course.  And  the 
net  result  is,  we  have  restored  confidence  in  the  White  House  because  your 
President  has  been  open,  candid,  straightforward,  and  I  will  do  the  same  for 
the  next  4  years. 

We  decided  that  the  way  to  whip  inflation  was  to  reduce  Federal  spending, 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  growth  of  Federal  spending,  and  we  have.  Inflation, 
instead  of  being  12  percent— the  last  figure,  4.4  percent.  That's  progress. 

We  were  able  to  end  our  involvement  in  Vietnam.  And  I  am  proud  to  say 
to  all  of  you  in  Houston  and  the  other  wonderful  Texans,  that  not  a  single 
American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  today.  We  are  strong  and  free 
because  we  have  the  finest  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  in  the  whole 
world,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

Mentioning  our  national  security,  there's  a  distinct  difference,  as  John 
Connally  said,  between  my  position  and  that  of  my  opponent.  I  believe  that  our 

^  Texas  Republican  Party  chairman. 
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defense  must  be  fully  funded  so  we  can  buy  the  most  sophisticated,  the  most 
modern  weapons — number  one,  to  keep  the  peace  through  strength  and,  num- 
ber two,  to  meet  any  challenge  by  any  adversary  from  any  place  in  the  world. 
And  under  my  administration  today — and  in  the  future — America  will  be 
number  one. 

In  contrast,  my  opponent  says  today  he  would  cut  $5  to  $7  billion  out  of  the 
defense  bill.  A  year  ago,  he  said  he  would  reduce  it  by  $15  billion.  In  either 
case,  any  such  reduction  in  national  defense  funding  would  be  gambling  with 
the  security  of  the  United  States  today  and  in  the  future,  and  we  won't  let  that 
happen. 

We're  going  to  keep  our  Nation  strong  to  meet  any  challenge,  to  get  the 
respect  from  our  allies.  But  we  must  also  keep  America  strong  here  at  home. 
Yes,  we  have  gone  through  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  But  because  of  the 
character  of  the  American  people,  because  of  our  dedication  to  the  free  enter- 
prise system,  we  are  on  the  verge  of  the  kind  of  prosperity  that  we'll  have  under 
this  administration  during  the  next  4  years. 

But  this  brings  up  the  distinct  differences  between  President  Ford  on  the 
one  hand  and  my  opponent  on  the  other  hand.  I  believe  the  best  way  to  stimu- 
late our  economy,  to  provide  jobs  for  everybody  who  wants  a  job,  is  to  give  tax 
reductions  to  the  individual,  particularly  the  middle-income  taxpayer,  and  to 
give  a  tax  reduction  to  industries  so  they  can  have  an  incentive  to  expand 
their  plants,  to  build  new  plants,  so  that  jobs  for  more  Americans  will  be  in  the 
private  economy,  not  dead  end  jobs  that  Jimmy  Carter  wants  to  give  them  out 
of  the  Federal  Treasury. 

Over  50  percent  of  the  taxpayers  in  this  country  today  fall  in  what  we  are 
proud  to  say  is  "middle  America."  I  proposed  last  January  a  tax  reduction  that 
would  give  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer  the  kind  of  tax  relief  that  he  deserves. 
The  best  tax  reform  that  I  know  is  tax  reduction.  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  a 
proposal  that  made  a  lot  of  sense  and  would  have  given  the  kind  of  relief  that 
you  would  appreciate.  I  recommended  that  we  increase  the  personal  exemption 
from  $750  to  $1,000. 

Congress,  unfortunately— and  I  think  irresponsibly— rejected  that  proposal. 
I  was  talking  to  a  worker  in  a  plant  just  a  week  or  so  ago,  and  he  said,  "Well, 
what  will  you  do  about  my  taxes?"  I  said  I  had  proposed  a  tax  reduction  that 
would  be  meaningful  to  him.  I  asked  how  many  children  did  he  have.  He  said 
he  has  three.  It  turned  out  he  had  a  wife,  three  children,  and  himself.  I  said, 
"If  Congress  had  done  the  right  thing  by  you  and  millions  like  you,  when  you 
have  the  opportunity  to  fill  out  your  tax  return  next  April,  you  would  have 
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had  $1,250  more  in  personal  exemptions."  He  said,  "Gosh,  how  could  the 
Congress  be  so  irresponsible  ?" 

So,  I  made  a  pledge  to  him,  and  I  will  make  the  same  pledge  to  each  of  you. 
When  Congress  gets  back  next  January,  they  will  have  on  their  desks  a  proposal 
to  increase  that  personal  exemption.  I  hope  they  are  responsible  in  1977  to  give 
that  kind  of  tax  relief,  but  if  they  aren't,  we  will  repeat  it  in  1978  when  they 
reconvene.  But  then,  if  they  don't  pass  it  by  the  next  election,  we  will  go  out 
and  beat  them,  because  the  American  people  need  that  kind  of  tax  relief. 

So,  as  we  look  as  to  what  the  issues  are  between  now  and  November  2,  each 
one  of  you — and  millions  like  you  all  over  the  country — have  a  very  crucial 
decision  to  make.  If  you  believe  in  strength  at  home,  strength  abroad,  if  you 
believe  in  the  kind  of  an  America  that  has  taken  us  from  3  million  people  200 
years  ago  to  a  nation  of  50  States  and  215  million  Americans,  if  you  believe  in 
the  principles  that  have  made  America  so  great  that  we  are  envied  by  adversaries 
and  allies  around  the  world,  you  will  vote  for  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

America  has  made  an  incredible  comeback  in  the  last  26  months.  We  have 
made  it  because  of  the  character  of  people  like  yourselves.  We  have  made  it 
because  we  believe  in  the  free  enterprise  system.  We  have  made  it  because  of 
the  Constitution  that  was  given  to  us  by  our  forefathers,  the  greatest  document 
in  the  history  of  mankind. 

Yes,  as  I  said  on  that  day,  August  9,  1974, 1  had  not  been  confirmed  by  your 
ballots,  but  I  have  since  been  supported  by  your  prayers.  Now  I  can  ask  you  on 
Tuesday,  November  2,  to  not  only  support  me  by  your  prayers  but  to  support 
me  by  your  ballots. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:47  a.m.  at  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  1971-72,  his  wife,  Nell, 
Houston  Music  Theatre.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  and  Representatives  Bill  Archer,  Ron  Paul,  and  Alan 
to  John  Connally,  Governor  of  Texas  1963-69  and       Steelman. 
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THANK  YOU  very,  very  much,  my  very  good  friend  and  former  colleague, 
Ed  Blester.  Ed,  everybody  here  knov^s  that  you've  done  a  superb  job  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  representing  this  area  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
And  I  v^ill  miss  you  in  the  next  4  years,  and  I  thank  you  for  your  support  and 
your  friendship  over  the  years.  Ed,  w^e  v^ill  miss  you  very,  very  much. 
But  let  me  add  very  quickly,  I  have  had  the  privilege  and  the  honor  to  get 
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to  know  Jack  Renninger,  who  is  running  to  succeed  Pete  [Ed].  And  it's  my 
observation,  having  seen  a  good  many  Members  of  Congress  and  candidates 
for  Congress,  that  this  district  should  send  Jack  down  to  Washington  to  rep- 
resent you  and  help  me  in  the  next  4  years. 

But  I  also  want  to  thank  Harry  and  Ruth  for  the  fine  job  they  have  done  in 
this  area. 

But  I  would  also  speak  out  very  strongly  for  another  friend  who  you  need  and 
who  I  need  and  the  country  needs  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  I  speak 
now — strongly,  affirmatively — ^for  John  Heinz,  your  next  United  States  Senator. 

I  brought  along  here,  I  am  sure,  somebody  all  of  you  know.  He  is  a  very 
good  friend  of  mine.  He  has  been  campaigning  with  me  for  the  last  10  days 
and,  believe  me,  he  has  been  extremely  helpful  and  beneficial.  Let  me  introduce 
to  you  a  great  guy,  my  friend,  I  am  sure  your  friend,  Joe  Garagiola.  Thank 
you  very,  very  much,  Joe. 

Now,  for  a  few  minutes  in  this  wonderful  Oxford  Valley  Mall,  in  Bucks 
County,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania — when  I  left  Kansas  City,  I 
made  a  commitment  that  I  wouldn't  concede  a  single  vote  and  that  I  wouldn't 
concede  a  single  State,  and  the  net  result  is  our  campaign  has  gathered  mo- 
mentum every  day. 

And  so  today,  I  can  stand  in  front  of  you,  this  tremendous  crowd,  and  say 
with  conviction  that  I  am  inviting  you,  on  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself,  to  come 
on  down  to  the  inauguration  for  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  January  20,  1977. 
We  will  have  a  real  swinger,  all  for  America. 

In  August  of  1974,  this  country  was  in  deep,  deep  trouble.  That  day  that  I 
became  President — obviously,  I  will  never  forget — but  that  day  we  were  on  the 
brink  of  the  worst  recession.  Inflation  was  over  12  percent.  Americans  had 
lost  faith  in  their  country,  had  lost  faith  in  the  White  House.  We  were  still 
deeply  involved  in  Vietnam.  There  was  anger;  there  was  division  among  the 
American  people. 

And  as  I  took  that  oath  of  office,  standing  in  the  East  Room  with  Betty  at 
my  side,  I  said  I  had  not  been  elected  by  your  ballots;  I  asked  to  be  confirmed 
by  your  prayers.  Because  of  your  prayers  and  because  we  put  the  good  old 
ship  of  state,  the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  even  keel,  because  we  had 
a  firm,  strong,  commonsense  hand  on  the  tiller,  we  began  to  make  the  kind  of 
progress  that  today,  we  can  say  in  real  conviction,  America  is  making  progress, 
America  is  on  its  way,  America  is  safe,  America  is  secure.  We  made  an  in- 
credible comeback,  and  we  aren't  stopping  here. 

We  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation  by  better  than  50  percent,  which  means, 


2799 


[996]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  30 

particularly  to  our  older  people  who  live  on  fixed  incomes,  that  they  are  going 
to  have  more  and  a  better  opportunity  to  live  their  lives  in  retirement.  It  means 
that  people  are  going  to  invest;  that  it  v^ill  be  easier  to  buy  a  home,  particularly 
for  the  young  person.  Yes,  v^e  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation  by  better  than  50 
percent.  But  let  me  make  a  commitment  to  each  and  every  one  of  you.  I  w^on't 
be  satisfied  until  v^e  w^in  the  battle  against  inflation  100  percent,  period. 

Yes,  v^e  have  gone  through  a  serious  recession,  the  w^orst  in  40  years.  But 
in  the  last  18  months  v^e  have  added  4  million  jobs,  primarily  in  the  private 
sector.  We  have  88  million  people  v^orking  today — an  alltime  history,  the  tops. 
I  am  not  satisfied.  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  every  person  who  wants  to  work  has 
a  job.  And  I  pledge  to  you  that  will  be  our  goal  and  we  will  make  it  in  the 
next  4  years. 

I  think  the  record  is  clear  that  we  have  restored  the  trust  of  the  American 
people  in  the  White  House  itself.  I  have  been  open,  I  have  been  candid,  I  have 
been  frank,  I  have  been  forthright.  And  I  again  make  a  solemn  pledge  to  each 
and  every  one  of  you  that  in  the  next  4  years,  you  can  trust  the  President  who 
has  been  open,  frank,  honest  with  you  in  the  last  2  years.  We  will  do  it  in  the 
next  4  years,  as  well. 

Doesn't  it  make  you  feel  good  that  I  can  say— and  you  know  it  is  true- 
that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  and  [or]  dying  on  any  foreign 
soil  tonight,  and  no  young  American  is  facing  the  prospect  of  the  draft  or 
selective  service?  We  have  an  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  that  are 
number  one,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  them  number  one  under  Jerry  Ford. 

I  know  from  my  experience  in  the  White  House  that  to  keep  the  peace  we 
have  we  must  remain  strong.  That  will  encourage  our  allies;  it  will  warn  our 
adversaries.  And  that  peace,  that  came  so  hard,  is  a  peace  we  can  keep  because 
we  are  united  in  America. 

The  Congress  is  now  supporting  the  kind  of  defense  budget  that  will  buy  us 
the  best  weapons,  give  us  the  best  military  personnel.  Because  of  our  military 
strength  and  our  diplomatic  skill,  America  has  the  peace,  and  we  are  going  to 
keep  it  so  that  we  can  live  a  better  quality  of  life  here  at  home,  a  quality  of  life 
with  peace  and  freedom. 

But  what  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that  we  have  to  stimulate  the  economy, 
and  the  best  way  to  do  that  is  by  a  tax  reduction.  The  best  tax  reform  I  know 
is  tax  reduction. 

Last  January,  when  the  Congress  reconvened,  I  submitted  to  them  a  tax 
reduction  program  that  would  have  done  two  things:  One,  it  would  have  in- 
creased your  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 
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The  other  day,  I  was  in  a  factory  talking  to  a  group  of  working  people,  and 
one  of  the  men  said,  "Well,  how  are  you  going  to  reduce  my  taxes?"  I  looked 
him  right  in  the  eye  and  I  said,  "How  many  children  do  you  have?"  He  said, 
"Three."  So,  he  had  himself,  his  wife,  and  three  children.  I  said,  "If  the 
Congress  had  acted  responsibly,  next  April  when  you  were  going  to  make  out 
your  income  tax  return,  you  would  have  had  $1,250  more  in  personal  exemption," 
which,  in  a  family  like  that  gentleman  had,  would  have  permitted  him  to  do  the 
things  to  upgrade  his  living,  improve  his  quality  of  life. 

The  Congress  didn't  do  it.  But  let  me  put  them  on  warning.  I  am  going  to 
have  a  tax  reduction  proposal  on  their  desk  when  they  reconvene  in  January, 
and  if  they  don't  pass  it  next  year,  it  will  be  on  their  desk  the  next  year.  And  if 
they  don't  pass  it  in  1978,  you  and  I  will  go  out  and  lick'em  in  1978  in  the  next 
election. 

But  we  also  have  an  obligation  to  stimulate  the  economy  so  that  business  can 
expand,  so  that  business  can  build  new  factories,  buy  more  equipment.  So  be- 
tween giving  a  tax  reduction  to  the  middle-income  people  who  have  been  short- 
changed by  the  Democratic  Congresses  for  the  last  10  years  and  a  tax  reduction 
to  stimulate  business,  we  are  bound  to  have  a  healthy  economy  under  the  Ford 
administration  for  the  next  4  years.  I  pledge  that  to  you  right  here  in  Orchard 
Valley,  Bucks  County — Oxford.  Let  me  apologize  to  Oxford  Valley.  [Laughter] 
We  were  in  the  right  county,  anyhow.  [Laughter] 

But  one  final  observation:  We  have  an  obligation  to  our  older  people.  We 
have  an  obligation  to  do  better  in  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  crime.  We  have 
an  obligation  to  make  sure  that  our  water  is  clear  and  our  air  is  free.  We  have 
an  obligation  to  make  certain  that  the  quality  of  life,  so  that  an  individual,  a 
family  can  buy  that  home  in  a  decent  neighborhood,  so  that  health  care  is  avail- 
able at  affordable  prices,  so  that  recreational  opportunities  are  available  for 
all  of  you. 

Yes,  now  that  we  are  over  the  hump  of  the  recession  and  on  the  way  to  the 
right  kind  of  prosperity  with  peace  throughout  the  world,  we  can  look  forward 
to  a  new  era,  the  first  4  years  in  America's  third  century,  a  century  that  can  be 
the  brightest  and  the  best  in  the  history  of  this  great  country. 

I  have  been  proud  to  be  your  President  during  the  troubled  times  of  the  last 
2  years.  I  would  be  honored  to  be  your  President  for  the  next  4  years. 

And  so  I  say  to  you  tonight  that  2  years  ago  you  confirmed  me  with  your 
prayers.  Tonight,  I  ask  you  to  not  only  confirm  me  with  your  prayers  but  also 
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to  elect  me  with  your  ballots  on  November  2.  And  I  pledge  to  you  that  Jerry 
Ford  won't  let  you  down  in  the  next  4  years. 
Thank  you  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President  spoke   at   6:38   p.m.   at   the       of  the  Bucks  County  President  Ford  Committee,  and 
Oxford  Valley  Mall.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to       [oe  Garagiola,  NBC  sports  commentator. 
Harry  W.  Fawkes  and  Ruth  Nemetz,  cochairmen 
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THANK  YOU,  Bill  Walsh,  Senator  Jack  Javits.  I  can't  express  adequately  my 
appreciation  to  Jack.  Whether  I'm  in  California  or  St.  Louis,  Missouri  or  Syra- 
cuse, New  York  or  New  York  City,  Jack  Javits  is  out  there  fighting  for  the 
principles  that  we  believe  in.  And  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
Jack. 

It's  great  to  see  Bob  McEwen.  You  know,  long  before  some  of  you  were  born, 
I  used  to  go  up  skiing  in  Lake  Placid,  and  I  look  forward  to  going  to  the 
Winter  Olympics  in  Lake  Placid  as  your  President  in  1980. 1  know  Bob  McEwen 
will  be  your  Congressman  at  that  time,  too.  But  Bill  Walsh,  former  great  mayor 
of  this  city  of  Syracuse,  when  I  was  in  the  House  as  the  minority  leader,  Bill 
did  a  super  job.  And  for  your  benefit,  for  the  country's  benefit,  let  me  say  you 
darn  well  better  send  Bill  Walsh  back  to  Congress. 

Then  I  owe  a  special  debt  of  gratitude  to  Dick  Rosenbaum.  He  did  a  tre- 
mendous job  and  significantly  helped  me  have  the  opportunity  of  representing 
our  party  in  this  great  campaign.  And  I  thank  you  very  much,  Dick.  I  know 
Joe  Garagiola  was  introduced,  but  Joe  has  been  campaigning  with  me  for  the 
last  10  days.  I'll  tell  you,  his  enthusiasm,  his  integrity,  his  support,  his  friendship, 
I  will  never  forget.  Joe,  in  front  of  these  great  people  from  Syracuse  and  upper 
New  York,  I  want  to  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  You  know  we're 
in  the  last  quarter  or  we're  in  the  ninth  inning.  That's  when  you  win.  That's 
when  Dolph  Schayes  ^  used  to  win  for  you  here  in  Syracuse,  that's  when  Joe 
Garagiola  pulled  it  through,  and  that's  when  Jerry  Ford  is  going  to  win  this 
election  on  November  2. 

I  said  in  Kansas  City  that  I  wouldn't  concede  a  single  State,  I  wouldn't  con- 
cede a  single  vote,  and  we  haven't.  Let  me  invite  all  of  you  wonderful  people 
here  in  the  War  Memorial  Stadium— I  want  to  invite  you  to  a  great  party  on 


^  Former  Syracuse  Nationals  basketball  player. 
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January  20,  1977.  Betty  and  Jerry  Ford  invite  you  to  the  inauguration  on  Janu- 
ary 20, 1977. 

You  know,  as  we  come  to  the  final  countdown,  and  that  is  where  we  really 
are,  I  think  you  know  but  I  want  to  reemphasize  it — I  stand  on  your  side  for 
limited  government,  for  fiscal  responsibility,  for  rising  prosperity,  for  lower 
taxes,  for  military  strength,  and  for  peace  in  the  world. 

I  am  the  first  President  to  seek  election  since  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  who  can 
go  to  the  American  people  and  say  America  is  at  peace.  And  I  remind  you  that 
not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  foreign  soil  tonight  and 
they  won't  under  the  Ford  administration. 

But  as  we  talk  about  things  that  are  good,  things  that  we  have  done,  I  can't 
help  but  let  my  mind  drift  back  to  26  months  ago  when  I  became  your  Presi- 
dent and  stood  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House — never  having  sought 
election  as  President — becoming  President  under  the  most  unusual  circum- 
stances, but  I  found  that  this  country  was  in  tough  shape  at  that  time. 

Unemployment  was  beginning  to  rise.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  a  serious 
recession.  Inflation  was  over  12  percent.  The  American  people  had  lost  faith  and 
confidence  and  trust  in  the  White  House  itself.  We  were  still  engaged  in  Viet- 
nam. It  was  a  tough  and  troubled  country. 

But  as  I  stood  there  and  took  the  oath  of  office  and  then  had  a  few  words  to 
say,  I  said,  "Although  you  have  not  selected  me  by  your  ballots,  I  hope  you  will 
confirm  me  with  your  prayers."  And  over  the  long  sweep  of  26  months,  those 
prayers  have  helped.  We  put  the  ship  of  state  on  a  steady  keel.  We  had  a  firm 
and  commonsense  hand  at  the  tiller,  and  the  net  result  is  we  made  substantial 
progress.  We  have  cut  the  rate  of  inflation  by  more  than  half.  We  have  gained 
4  million  jobs  in  the  last  18  months.  We  have  88  million  people  gainfully 
employed  in  this  country,  an  alltime  high.  And  I  think  we  have  restored  honor 
and  trust  and  confidence  in  the  White  House  by  being  frank,  forthright,  talking 
straight  from  the  shoulder.  I  don't  believe  in  promising  more  than  I  can  pro- 
duce, and  I  believe  in  producing  everything  that  I  promise. 

But  we've  got  a  long  way  to  go.  I'm  not  satisfied.  I  won't  be  satisfied  until 
every  American  who  wants  a  job  will  have  a  job.  We  can  do  it  in  the  next 
4  years.  I  won't  be  satisfied  until  every  young  American,  with  his  wonderful 
wife,  can  afford  to  buy  a  house  in  a  decent  neighborhood  because  that's  the 
bulwark  of  our  society — a  home  where  you  raise  fine  children,  where  you  live 
in  security  and  safety.  And  we  are  going  to  make  it  possible  by  lowering  down- 
payments,  by  adjusting  mortgage  payments,  and  by  lowering  the  problems  of 
inflation.  We  are  going  to  give  this  new  spirit  to  the  younger  generation  on  the 


2803 


[997]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  30 

one  hand  and  the  building  industry  on  the  other.  That's  a  goal  of  our  next 
4  years. 

As  I  look  around  this  wonderful  hall  tonight,  I  see  some  of  what  are  some- 
times called  our  senior  citizens.  We  owe  them  a  special  obligation.  They  have 
built  the  America  that  we  live  in  today.  Your  parents  and  my  parents  and  all  of 
our  grandparents,  what  a  great  country  they  have  given  us.  So,  as  they  live  in 
their  retirement,  they  should  have  our  full  and  total  support.  They  shouldn't 
have  to  worry  about  the  problems  of  inflation,  even  though  they  live  mainly 
on  fixed  incomes.  That's  the  principal  reason  we  have  an  obligation  to  put  a 
restraint  on  the  increase  in  Federal  expenditures,  because  the  best  way  to  beat 
inflation  is  to  cut  Federal  expenditures. 

But  we  also  owe  them  the  opportunity  of  the  best  medical  care  that  is 
obtainable  in  America,  and  we  have  the  best.  Everybody  in  this  room  knows  a 
family,  maybe  your  own,  where  somebody  has  had  an  extended  illness  widi 
terrible  medical  and  hospital  costs.  It's  a  catastrophe  for  the  individual  and  for 
the  family.  We  owe  an  obligation  that  no  person  among  our  senior  citizens 
should  go  broke  just  to  get  well. 

Among  the  other  things  that  involve  quality  of  life  in  America  is  the  finest 
education.  We  have  the  teachers  and  the  administrators  and  the  facilities  and, 
believe  me,  under  this  administration,  we  will  make  a  maximum  effort  to  make 
sure  that  quality  education,  with  control  at  the  local  level,  exists  under  the  Ford 
administration. 

Nobody  in  this  country  can  feel  safe  unless  we  do  something  effectively 
about  crime  in  America.  We  have  made  significant  progress  in  the  last  2  years 
in  reducing  the  rate  of  crime,  but  I'm  not  satisfied,  nor  are  you.  There  are  two 
programs  that  must  be  implemented :  The  hardened  career  criminal  who  is  a 
repetitive  individual  in  robbing  or  stealing  must  go  to  jail,  and  that  person  must 
stay  in  jail. 

Then,  let  me  talk  for  just  a  minute  about  taxes.  In  January  of  last  year,  I 
submitted  to  the  Congress  a  sound  tax  reduction  program.  The  best  tax  reform 
that  I  know  is  tax  reduction  for  the  middle-income  taxpayers.  The  middle- 
income  taxpayers  have  been  shortchanged,  and  so  I  recommended  to  the  Con- 
gress last  January  that  we  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 

The  other  day  I  was  out  talking  to  some  workers  in  a  plant  and  one  of  the 
men  said,  "What  have  you  done  to  give  me  some  tax  relief?"  I  said,  "How 
many  children  do  you  have?"  He  said,  "I  have  got  three."  It  ended  up  he  had 
a  wife,  three  children,  and  himself.  I  said,  "If  the  Congress  had  been  responsible. 
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if  the  Congress  had  done  the  right  thing  and  followed  the  recommendations 
that  I  made  to  give  a  fair  break  to  the  middle-income  taxpayers,  they  would 
have  accepted,  approved,  my  increase  of  $750  to  $1,000  for  the  middle-income 
taxpayers  with  a  personal  tax  exemption. 

Now,  what  did  that  mean  to  that  family  of  five — $1,250  more  in  personal 
exemption.  That's  a  lot  of  dough  to  a  family  that's  trying  to  make  it  with  a 
new  house,  send  kids  to  school,  improve  their  own  status  in  society. 

And  that  gentleman  said  to  me,  "Well,  supposing  Congress  doesn't  pass  it 
next  time?"  I  said,  "When  they  get  back  in  January,  they  are  going  to  have  it 
on  their  desk.  And  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1977,  then  we  will  submit  it  in  1978, 
and  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1978  to  give  you  the  kind  of  tax  relief  that  you 
deserve,  we  will  go  out  and  beat  them  in  the  1978  election." 

So,  when  you  come  right  down  to  it,  we've  got  peace,  we're  on  the  move  to 
prosperity,  and  we  have  restored  trust.  So,  in  every  field,  America  is  on  the 
move.  The  Nation  is  sound.  The  Nation  is  secure.  This  Nation  is  on  the  way  to 
a  better  quality  of  life. 

I  say  to  you,  my  record  is  one  of  progress,  not  platitudes;  performance,  not 
promises.  We  have  our  problems,  but  I  think  we  are  making  the  kind  of  head- 
way that  gives  us  pride  in  America. 

So,  I  say  to  you,  on  November  2 — it  has  been  tough  the  last  2  years,  but  I 
have  been  proud  to  be  your  President  in  a  period  when  adversity  almost  over- 
came us,  when  difficulties  were  awesome.  But  because  you  supported  me,  because 
our  form  of  government  worked,  because  America  is  great,  it  was  a  privilege 
to  be  your  President.  But  now,  as  skies  get  brighter,  I  ask  you  to  give  me  an 
opportunity.  I  would  be  highly  honored  to  serve  as  your  President  for  the  next 
4  years. 

We  had  a  magnificent  Bicentennial.  There  was  a  rejuvenation  of  the  American 
spirit.  There  was  a  rebirth  of  our  faith.  So,  I  would  look  forward  to  representing 
you,  to  doing  the  best  I  could,  and  I  pledge  that  to  you.  Therefore,  on  this 
occasion  I  ask  you  not  only  to  confirm  me  with  your  prayers  but  to  support 
me  with  your  ballots.  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:   The   President   spoke  at   9:25   p.m.   at  the       York  State  Republican  chairman,  and  Joe  Garagiola, 
Onondaga  County  War  Memorial  Auditorium.  In       NBC  sports  commentator, 
his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Richard  Rosenbaum,  New 
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Remarks  at  a  Republican  Party  Reception  in  Buffalo,  New 
York.     October  31,  1976 

Than\  you  all  very,  very  much. 

It's  wonderful  being  in  Erie  County,  Buffalo,  in  the  great  State  of  New  York. 
I  am  extremely  proud,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  have  with  me  on  the  platform  this 
morning,  friends  of  mine — one,  a  person  who  is  not  running  for  reelection  in 
1976,  but  he  has  been  a  loyal,  dedicated,  hard-working  Republican  for  the 
ticket,  and  I  am  delighted  that  he  should  be  here  with  me  this  morning,  and 
that  is  my  good  friend.  Senator  Jack  Javits. 

But,  on  my  right  and  your  left  is  an  equally  good  friend  of  mine.  He  served 
with  me  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  6  years  or  thereabouts,  and  I  learned 
that  he's  a  team  player,  he's  a  hard,  tough  kind  of  a  guy  that  goes  after  a  problem 
and  gets  it  solved,  and  I'm  honored  and  privileged  that  Jack  Kemp  is  here,  and 
you  need  him. 

Unfortunately,  your  Senator,  Jim  Buckley,  is  not  here  for  good  reasons.  I  just 
hope  that  all  of  you  work  very,  very  hard  to  make  sure  that  Jim  Buckley  comes 
back  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

I  don't  know  how  many  times  I  have  been  to  Buffalo  in  Erie  County,  but 
it  is  really  countless.  The  welcome  this  morning  was  fantastic.  And  as  I  said 
in  the  other  room,  and  I  will  repeat  it  here,  we  have  the  momentum  going.  They 
are  putting  their  fingers  in  every  hole  in  the  dike  trying  to  stop  the  problems 
that  they  themselves  created.  And  the  net  result  is  with  our  momentum  I  think 
I  can,  with  good  reason,  on  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself,  invite  all  of  you  to  come 
to  Washington  on  January  20.  That  will  be  a  great  inauguration,  and  Senator 
Javits  and  Senator  Buckley  and  Congressman  Kemp,  at  the  White  House — we'll 
try  to  find  you  someplace  to  sleep,  don't  worry  about  it.  [Laughter'] 

Now,  I  know  from  practical  experience  that  those  of  us  who  represent  you 
in  Washington  don't  really  always  do  the  jobs  that  are  important  to  you  or 
to  your  respective  neighbors,  and  so  I  am  delighted,  I  am  pleased,  that  your 
county  executive,  Ed  Reagan,  is  here  with  us  on  the  platform  today. 

The  countdown  is  just  about  50-some  hours  away,  and  what  you  decide  and 
what  you  are  able  to  get  your  neighbors  and  friends  to  decide  could  very  well 
make  the  difference  of  the  direction  of  this  great  country  for  the  next  4  [years]^ 
but  possibly  for  the  next  century. 

We  just  celebrated  a  magnificent  200th  birthday  on  July  4.  We  started  in 
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Valley  Forge,  where  George  Washington  and  that  straggling  army  went 
through  the  most  difHcult  winter  you  can  imagine.  We  then  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  saw  where  it  all  began.  Senator  Javits  was  with  me  when  we  saw 
those  "Tall  Ships"  from  all  over  the  country  (world)  coming  to  the  United 
States  to  pay  respect  to  the  greatest  country  in  the  history  of  mankind. 

That  is  our  history.  We  can  read  it.  But  now  our  job  is  to  make  it  for  the 
next  4  and  the  next  100  years.  We  have  an  obligation  to  do  as  well  for  those 
future  generations  as  our  predecessors  did  for  us.  But  what  does  that  mean? 
It  means  that  we  have  got  to  preserve  our  form  of  government,  our  free  enter- 
prise system.  We  have  to  preserve  the  liberty  and  freedom  that  is  so  priceless. 
We  can't  do  it  by  building  the  government  bigger  and  bigger.  We  can  do  it  by 
stimulating  the  efforts  of  individuals  and  the  efforts  of  business. 

So  I  say  to  you,  as  we  face  our  economic  problems — and  we  have  had  them, 
believe  me — ^when  I  took  that  oath  of  office,  August  of  1974,  America  was  in 
real  trouble.  We  had  unemployment.  We  had  inflation  of  over  12  percent.  We 
were  still  involved  in  Vietnam  and  many,  many,  many  thousands  of  Americans 
had  lost  faith  and  trust  in  the  White  House. 

Some  of  you  may  recall  that  I,  after  taking  the  oath  of  office,  said,  "I  have  not 
been  confirmed  by  your  ballots,  but  I  ask  that  you  confirm  me  by  your  prayers." 
You  did,  and  things  have  been  turning  for  the  better  in  America. 

We  have  gone  through  a  tough  economic  problem,  but  inflation  is  cut  less 
than  half.  We  have  4  million  more  jobs  today  than  we  had  18  months  ago.  We, 
I  think,  have  restored  trust  and  faith  in  the  White  House.  And  I'm  proud  to 
say  that  there's  not  a  single  young  American  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign 
soil  today. 

But  everything  we  have  done  is  only  the  foundation  from  where  we  can  go. 
We  can  go  by  a  tax  reduction  that  gives  to  each  and  every  one  of  you,  and  all  of 
your  fellow  American  taxpayers,  a  kind  of  meaningful  tax  cut  by  increasing  the 
personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000.  Mr.  Carter  says  that  is  going  to  help 
the  rich.  Well,  he  has  been  wrong  so  many  times  that's  just  another  error  on 
his  part.  Wouldn't  that  kind  of  a  tax  reduction  help  every  one  of  you  ? 

That  is  your  tax  reduction  that  you  will  get  under  a  Ford  administration, 
and  Mr.  Carter's  was  one  way  yesterday  and  another  way  the  day  before.  I 
cannot  iortc2ist— [laughter] — I  honestly  can't  tell  what  his  position  will  be  in 
the  next  2  days. 

But  I  want  you  to  know  that  on  this  crucial  countdown  day,  I  stand  for  tax 
reduction,  I  stand  for  fiscal  responsibility,  I  stand  for  a  smaller  government,  I 


2807 


[998]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  October  31 

stand  for  a  strong  nation  to  keep  the  peace.  You  know  where  I  stand.  I  am  not 
all  things  to  all  people.  I  am  the  same  thing  to  all  people. 

But  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  progress  we  have  made.  I  have  been  a  strong 
supporter  as  Senator  Javits  and  Congressman  Jack  Kemp  know  of  our  mass 
transit  program,  which  was  signed  into  law  after  I  worked  on  it  with  the 
Members  of  Congress  in  1974.  And  I  am  real  pleased  of  the  announcement  that 
you  are  going  to  have  a  meaningful  program  right  here  in  Erie  County  and  in 
Buffalo.  That  not  only  will  mean  something  in  the  movement  of  people,  but  it 
will  mean  something  in  the  way  of  jobs.  Can  you  get  jobs?  Yes,  with  this  kind 
of  a  program. 

But  you  also  get  jobs  with  an  incentive  given  to  business  to  expand,  to  mod- 
ernize, to  build  new  plants  and,  therefore,  on  January — whatever  the  day  is  that 
they.  Congress,  convenes — we  are  going  to  have  a  tax  reduction  package  there 
that  will  help  the  middle-income  taxpayer  and  help  business  to  expand  and 
modernize  so  we  will  have  jobs. 

Now,  as  I  leave  this  great  organization  which  you  have  here  in  Erie  County 
and  the  surrounding  areas,  I  want  to  leave  one  thought.  I  have  been  very,  very 
proud  to  be  your  President  during  2  tough  years.  I  would  be  very  honored  to 
be  your  President  during  4  years  where  we  can  make  things  better  because 
America  is  on  the  move. 

In  August  of  1974,  you  couldn't  confirm  me  by  your  ballots,  but  you  did  by 
your  prayers.  And  I  ask  you  between  now  and  November  2  to  not  only  confirm 
me  by  your  prayers  but  to  elect  me  by  your  ballots. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:32  a.m.  in  the  remarks,  he  referred  to  Richard  Rosenbaum,  New 
Golden  Ballroom  at  the  Statler  Hilton  Hotel.  In  his       York  State  Republican  chairman. 

999 

Remarks  on  Departure  From  Rochester,  New  York. 
October  51,  1976 

CAN  I  ask  you,  make  it  so  quiet  temporarily  you  can  hear  a  pin  drop } 

It's  great  to  be  in  Rochester-Monroe  County  and  the  great  State  of  Nevi^ 
York.  Thank  you.  It  is  my  privilege  and  honor  to  be  here  with  some  of  your 
wonderful  local  people,  some  that  represent  the  whole  State.  And  let  me 
express  my  deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  your  senior  Senator,  Jack  Javits, 
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And  then  we  have  got  one  of  your  hometown  boys — he  has  grown  quite  a 
bit — the  former  judge  and  our  State  chairman,  Dick  Rosenbaum. 

Now,  let  me  say  something  about  some  people  that  I  want  to  be  with  me  in 
Washington  for  the  next  4  years.  First,  I  want  you  to  reelect  for  your  benefit, 
for  the  country's  benefit,  for  our  benefit,  Frank  Horton.  And  then  another  one 
of  your  outstanding,  super  guys  that  has  helped  me  so  much,  who  can  help 
you,  help  the  State,  help  the  country.  Barber  Conable.  And  then  I  want  you  to 
send  down  to  Washington — or  to  keep  him  there,  that  is  what  I  really  mean — 
your  good  friend,  your  Senator,  Jim  Buckley. 

Now,  for  just  a  minute  I  would  like  to  first  express  my  deep  appreciation  and 
gratitude  for  the  tremendous  turnout  in  Michigan  weather.  [Laughter] 

Now,  having  said  that,  when  I  became  your  President  26  months  ago,  things 
were  tough.  You  will  recall  inflation  was  over  12  percent.  We  were  on  the  brink 
of  a  recession.  People  had  lost  faith  and  confidence  in  the  White  House.  We  were 
still  involved  in  Vietnam.  And  as  I  stood  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House 
and  took  the  oath  of  office,  it  wasn't  an  easy  time — America  was  in  turmoil.  And 
at  that  time,  I  said  to  all  of  my  fellow  Americans:  You  have  not  confirmed  me 
by  your  ballots.  I  ask  that  you  confirm  me  by  your  prayers.  And  you  did.  And 
the  net  result  is  America  got  our  ship  of  state  on  a  steady  course,  we  put  a 
firm  hand  on  the  tiller.  And  America  has  made  an  incredible  comeback,  and 
you  did  it,  and  I  thank  you. 

We  have  cut  inflation  by  more  than  50  percent,  and  we  are  going  to  do 
better.  We  have  added  4  million  jobs  in  the  last  18  months,  and  we  are  going  to 
do  better.  We  have  restored  trust  and  honesty  in  the  White  House,  and  I  pledge 
that  is  the  way  it  will  be  for  the  next  4  years. 

But  today,  we  can  all  be  proud  and  thankful  that  not  a  single  young  American 
is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  battlefield.  And  because  we  are  strong 
militarily  and  diplomatically  skillful,  we  will  keep  it  that  way  in  the  next 
4  years. 

But  now  that  we  are  over  the  hump,  now  that  we  have  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  kind  of  progress  that  America  is  capable  of,  let  me  just  make  a  passing 
comment.  How  many  of  you  were  proud  of  America  on  its  200th  birthday 
on  July  4  ?  I  was,  too.  I  was  in  New  York  Harbor  and  saw  those  "Tall  Ships" 
from  all  over  the  world  paying  respect  and  tribute  to  the  greatest  country  in  the 
history  of  mankind,  the  United  States  of  America. 

But  now  we  have  progress  to  make  quality  of  life.  I  won't  be  satisfied  until 
every  American  who  wants  to  work  has  a  job,  and  that  is  a  pledge  to  you.  I 
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won't  be  satisfied  until  every  person  who  wants  to  save  and  buy  a  home  in  a 
decent  neighborhood  has  that  home.  And  we  will  do  it  in  the  next  4  years. 

I  want  it  so  that  young  and  old,  that  all  of  our  215  million  Americans,  can 
walk  those  streets  in  Rochester,  New  York,  Detroit,  Grand  Rapids,  in  safety 
and  security.  We  are  going  to  lick  the  problem  of  crime  in  America.  And  we 
want  a  quality  education  for  all  Americans.  We  are  going  to  have  the  best 
health  care.  People  will  be  able  to  afford  it. 

But  let  me  conclude  with  this  pledge:  For  the  last  2  years,  when  things  were 
going  toughest,  I  was  proud  not  only  of  the  character  of  the  American  people, 
the  character  of  our  form  of  government,  but  I  was  proud  to  be  your  President. 
And  now  as  we  move  into  the  third  century  of  America's  history,  I  ask  you  on 
November  2,  to  not  only  confirm  me  with  your  prayers  but  to  confirm  me 
with  your  ballots.  And  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   11:50   a.m.   at   the       Republican    chairman,    and    Representatives    Frank 
Rochester-Monroe  County  Airport.  In  his  remarks,        Horton  and  Barber  B,  Conable,  Jr. 
he  referred  to  Richard  Rosenbaum,  New  York  State 
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Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Dic\  Rosenbaum: 

May  I  ask  a  favor  of  you  for  just  a  few  minutes^  because  this  is  a  very  crucial 
election,  not  only  at  the  local  but  at  the  State  and  at  the  national  level.  I  would 
like  to  reintroduce  maybe  a  person  or  two.  I  would  like  to  introduce  some 
people  who  have  really  been  very  helpful,  and  then  I  would  like  to  talk  to  you 
straight  from  the  shoulder  about  the  differences  between  electing  my  opponent 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  Ford-Dole  ticket  on  the  other. 

First,  I  want  to  thank  Dick  Rosenbaum.  I  want  to  thank  Buzz  Schwenk, 
who  has  done  a  super  job.  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Perry  Duryea. 
And  on  a  very  personal  note,  back  in  1970,  I  had  a  tough  congressional  race, 
after  having  11  relatively  easy  ones,  and  I  asked  a  dear  friend  of  mine,  a  man 
who  would  have  an  impact  in  my  congressional  race,  to  come  out  and  give  a 
Lincoln  Day  speech  in  my  behalf.  And  I  have  never  forgotten  his  loyalty,  his 
help,  and  I  want  to  recognize  it  here  among  all  of  you  in  Suffolk  County  be- 
cause he  is  a  great  statesman,  and  I  say  Senator  Jack  Javits. 

But  there  are  some  other  people  that  have  been  introduced,  but  I  would  like 
to  give  them  some  special  and  very  personal  recognition  from  me — to  have  one 
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of  the  great  musicians  of  all  time,  Lionel  Hampton,  and  a  person  who  repre- 
sents the  best  in  professional  athletics,  Joe  Frazier/  Come  on  up  here,  fellows. 

And  then  there  are  two  candidates,  among  many  others,  but  two  that  can 
make  a  great  contribution  to  not  only  the  best  interests  of  Suflfolk  County  but 
the  best  interests  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  even  more  importantly,  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  I  hope  that  you  will  send  Jim  Buckley  back  to 
the  United  States  Senate. 

And  we  need  a  good  man — Joe,  get  up  here.  Send  Peter  down  to  help  us. 
There's  another  person  who  has  made  a  tremendous  sacrifice.  He  has  helped 
me.  But  he  is  doing  it  because  he  feels  so  strongly  about  what  ought  to  be  done 
in  the  next  4  years  to  make  this  country  a  better  place  for  all  of  us  to  live. 
I  can't  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  deeply  enough,  but  one  of  my 
good  friends  and  one  of  yours,  Joe  Garagiola.  Come  here,  Joe. 

In  the  last  10  days,  I  have  been  in  many,  many  areas  in  this  great  State. 
Let  me  just  run  down  the  list:  Flatbush,  Brooklyn,  Manhattan,  Syracuse, 
Buffalo,  Rochester,  Suffolk,  Nassau  tonight,  and  Westchester  County.  We  are 
on  the  momentum  to  win  this  great  State,  and  we're  going  to. 

Now  I  am  going  to  issue  you  an  invitation.  I  talked  to  Betty  today,  and  Betty 
says,  "Tell  all  those  wonderful  people  from  Suffolk  County  to  come  to  the 
White  House,  come  to  the  inauguration  on  January  20  when  Jerry  Ford  and 
Bob  Dole  are  sworn  in." 

As  I  stand  here  tonight,  inevitably  my  mind  goes  back  to  August  of  1972 
(1974) — and  reflect  for  just  a  minute.  Those  were  tough  times.  We  had  inflation 
of  over  12  percent;  we  were  on  the  brink  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years;  we 
were  still  involved  in  Vietnam;  and  the  American  people  had  lost  faith  and 
trust  in  the  White  House.  And  I  can  recall  that  sad  day,  because  I  had  never 
sought  to  be  your  President,  but  I  took  the  oath  of  office  to  be  the  President 
until  January  20, 1977.  And,  with  some  emotion,  in  the  short  remarks  that  I  made 
after  taking  the  oath,  I  said  to  215  million  Americans:  You  haven't  confirmed 
me  by  your  ballots,  I  ask  that  you  confirm  me  by  your  prayers. 

And  in  the  next  2  years,  which  were  tough,  I  had  the  distinct  feeling  that 
215  million  Americans— Independents,  Democrats,  and  Republicans— were 
standing  with  us  as  we  tried  to  meet  the  terrible  problems  that  faced  this 
country. 

But  because  we  put  the  ship  of  state  on  an  even  keel,  and  we  had  a  firm, 
consistent,  commonsense  hand  on  the  tiller,  we  started  to  make  that  progress 
that  has  culminated  in  today  the  rate  of  inflation  being  less  than  6  percent.  We 

^  Professional  heavyweight  boxer. 
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have  cut  it  by  more  than  50  percent.  And  I  pledge  to  you  we  will  do  better 
in  the  next  4  years. 

In  the  last  18  months,  we  have  added  4  million  jobs  in  America.  We  have 
88  million  people  gainfully  employed,  the  highest  number  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  But  I  won't  be  satisfied  in  the  next  4  years  until  we  find  a  job 
for  everybody  who  wants  to  work,  and  we  re  going  to  do  it. 

I  think  in  the  last  2  years  the  White  House  has  been  open.  I  have  been  candid 
frank,  forthright.  And  the  net  result  is  that  even  people  who  disagree  with  me 
have  faith  and  trust  that  the  White  House  is  their  White  House,  it  is  an  honest, 
frank,  open  White  House,  and  it  will  be  that  way  for  the  next  4  years. 

But  one  of  the  things  that  pleases  me  the  most  is  that  I  can  stand  before  you 
tonight  and  say  I  am  the  first  President  seeking  election  since  Dwight  D.  Eisen- 
hower who  can  say  America  is  at  peace. 

I  thought  I  asked  you  to  be  quiet  so  you  would  hear  a  pin  drop.  But  I  like 
it.  [Laughter'] 

But  let  me  add  on  the  point  I  just  made:  Not  a  single  young  American  is 
fighting  and  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight,  and  they  won't  during  the  next 
4  years.  And  they  won't  because  we  have  the  finest  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force, 
Marines.  They  are  number  one,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  them  number  one. 

I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  given  additional  support  to  our  national 
defense  program  to  make  sure  that  in  the  future,  when  a  President  sits  down 
to  negotiate  with  his  allies,  his  allies  will  understand  that  the  United  States  is 
strong  in  weapons  systems  and  strong  in  will.  I  am  glad  that  the  defense 
program  we  have  today  is  a  strong  one  so  that  when  I  sit  down  to  negotiate 
with  any  adversary,  they  know  we  have  the  strength  and  the  will  to  stand  up 
for  freedom  and  liberty  in  the  United  States. 

But  in  order  to  do  that,  yes,  we  have  to  spend  a  good  bit  of  money.  But  we 
have  to  spend  that  money  for  the  finest  weapons  systems,  not  to  fight  a  war, 
but  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  I  am  proud  of  the  contribution  that  you  in  Suffolk 
County  make  with  the  Grumman  plant  and  the  F-14. 

But  let's  talk  now  about  how  we  can  keep  America  strong  at  home.  There 
are  some  in  this  political  campaign  who  say  the  way  to  increase  employment 
is  to  put  people  on  the  Federal  payroll,  dead  end  jobs,  vast  expenditures  out 
of  the  Federal  budget.  I  don't  think  that  will  work  in  the  United  States.  It 
certainly  hasn't  worked  in  Great  Britain. 

The  better  way,  and  the  Ford  way,  is  to  give  tax  reductions  to  the  middle- 
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income  people  and  to  give  tax  reductions  to  industry  so  they  can  expand,  build 
new  plants  in  Suffolk  County,  expand  the  ones  that  are  here,  and  make  this  a 
healthy  economy  through  the  free  enterprise  system. 

My  opponent,  when  he  talks  about  taxes,  he  sort  of  escalates  one  day,  then  he 
goes  down  the  next,  and  really,  even  the  finest  newspaper  people  in  this 
country — and  they  are  all  over  there — can't  figure  out  where  he  stands  on  taxes. 
But  they  know  where  I  stand.  I  have  told  them  and  the  American  people  I  am 
for  a  tax  reduction.  That  is  the  best  tax  reform  I  know. 

Last  January  I  sent  a  tax  reduction  package  up  to  Capitol  Hill,  and  I  said 
you  ought  to  cut  taxes  $28  billion  and  hold  the  line  on  Federal  spending  by 
$28  billion.  Well,  Congress  gave  us  half  a  loaf,  but  they  didn't  hit  the  tax 
reduction  where  it  should  have  been  applied. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  American  people — 50  percent — are  middle-income  tax- 
payers. They  have  been  short-changed  over  the  last  10  years,  and  President  Ford's 
tax  reduction  proposal  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000 
helps  those  people  who  obey  the  laws,  raise  their  families,  and  make  a  better  life 
for  America. 

The  other  day  I  was  out  in  a  plant  talking  to  a  number  of  people  working  on 
a  production  line,  and  they  stopped  and  I  chatted.  One  of  them  said,  "Well, 
what  are  you  going  to  do  about  my  taxes?"  I  said,  "How  many  children  do 
you  have?"  He  said,  "I  have  three."  It  turns  out  he  had  a  wife,  three  kids,  and 
himself.  I  said,  "If  Congress  had  acted  responsibly  and  done  what  I  suggested 
they  do,  next  April  when  they  go  to  make  out  that  income  tax  return,"  I  said, 
"mister,  you  could  have  taken  $1,250  more  in  personal  exemption."  He  said, 
"Why  didn't  Congress  do  it?"  Well,  you  will  have  to  ask  the  majority  party. 
They  didn't  want  to  give  it  to  you. 

But  the  point  is  they  didn't  do  it.  I  am  going  to  have  a  tax  reduction  package 
right  on  their  doorstep  and  on  their  desk  when  Congress  comes  back  in  January. 
The  American  people  want  tax  relief,  and  President  Ford  has  recommended  it, 
he  is  going  to  fight  for  it,  and  we're  going  to  get  it  for  you. 

But  now  that  we  have  gotten  over  the  hump  where  we  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pull  together  like  we  did— and  wasn't  that  a  magnificent  day  when  we 
celebrated  our  200th  birthday  ?  I  will  never  forget — never  will  I  forget  taking  a 
flight  over  Manhattan  and  seeing  those  beautiful  "Tall  Ships"  from  many, 
many,  many  nations  throughout  the  world  who  came  to  the  United  States  to 
pay  their  respect  to  the  great  and  wonderful  country  in  which  we  live. 
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But  we  still  have  some  things  to  do  despite  our  incredible  comeback,  and  let 
me  just  tick  off  a  few.  I'm  not  going  to  be  satisfied  until  every  American  who 
wants  a  job  has  a  job.  I'm  not  going  to  be  satisfied  until  everybody  who  works 
and  saves  and  wants  to  buy  a  decent  home  in  a  fine  neighborhood.  I'm  not 
going  to  be  satisfied  until  we  give  a  quality  education  to  every  American.  I'm 
not  going  to  be  satisfied  until  we  give  health  care  at  a  cost  that  the  people  can 
afford.  I'm  not  going  to  be  satisfied  until  we  lock  up  the  criminals  and  make  it 
safe  to  be  on  your  streets. 

You  have  wonderful  enthusiasm,  but  as  old  Joe  Garagiola  said — and  he  ain't 
as  old  as  I  am — [laughter] — all  right,  you  know,  this  is  towards  the  last  quar- 
ter— I  will  put  it  in  football  terms — ^we  were  way,  way  behind  in  the  first  quarter 
and,  boy,  they  were  overconfident.  But  we  got  together.  The  Republican  Party 
has  never  been  better  unified.  We  are  out  there  with  the  right  programs,  the 
right  enthusiasm,  and  the  net  result  is  we  have  the  momentum. 

So,  I  happen  to  believe  that  this  State  will  be  on  the  side  of  the  right  direction 
for  the  next  4  years  and  the  first  4  years  of  our  third  century.  I  know  you  can 
do  it  right  here  in  Suffolk  County.  I  know  that  Dick  Rosenbaum  and  all  of  the 
wonderful  workers  in  New  York  State  can  have  the  Empire  State  lead  the  pack 
for  the  right  kind  of  a  program,  for  the  kind  of  an  America  we  believe  in. 

But  let  me  ask  one  final,  final  favor.  I  have  been  very  proud  to  be  your  Presi- 
dent during  a  period  of  2  years  of  adversity  and  difficulty.  You  didn't  lose  faith 
in  your  country,  in  your  government,  or  yourselves,  or  your  neighbors.  You 
were  proud,  as  I  was,  to  be  an  American.  I  would  be  honored  to  serve  as  your 
President  for  the  next  4  years.  And  so  I  ask  you,  on  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself, 
will  you  not  only  confirm  me  on  August — October — November  2 — [laughter] — 
will  you  confirm  me  on  November  2  by  not  only  your  prayers  but  by  your 
ballots? 

And  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very,  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:08  p.m.  in  the  Republican  chairman,  Edwin  M.  Schwenck,  Suffolk 
Grand  Ballroom  at  Colonic  Hill.  In  his  remarks,  he  County  Republican  chairman,  and  Perry  B.  Duryea, 
referred   to   Richard   Rosenbaum,   New  York   State       Jr.,  New  York  State  assemblyman. 
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Remarks  to  Long  Island  Labor  and  Business  Leaders  in 
Hempstead,  New  York.     October  31,  1976 

THANK  YOU  very  much,  Joe,  and  thank  all  of  you  wonderful,  wonderful 
people  from  Nassau  County.  And  what  a  rally  in  the  home  of  the  Islanders 
and  the  Nets/ 

I  want  you  to  listen  very  carefully.  I  would  like  to  hear  a  pin  drop.  You  know, 
this  morning  we  all  set  our  clocks  back.  On  Tuesday,  let's  not  set  America  back. 
On  Tuesday,  vote  for  Jerry  Ford.  This  is  no  time  to  play  trick  and  treat  with 
America. 

But,  thank  you,  Joe.  And  now  I  would  like  to  speak  very  deeply  from  some 
feelings  that  I  have  about  some  of  your  friends.  They  are  dear  friends  of  mine. 

First,  for  the  benefit  of  Nassau  County,  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  State  of 
New  York,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  you  send  Jim  Buckley  back 
to  the  United  States  Senate. 

And  now  I  would  like  to  express  a  very  deep,  personal  appreciation  for  the 
tremendous  effort  that  a  dear  friend  of  mine  and  a  great  United  States  Senator 
from  your  State  has  done.  He's  one  of  the  outstanding  Members  of  the  Con- 
gress. I  want  to  thank  Jack  Javits  for  his  great  support. 

Now  I  asked  you  to  be  so  quiet  that  you  could  hear  a  pin  drop.  You  can 
cheer  a  little  later.  But  there  are  two  old  friends  of  mine  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  who  I  know  were  first-class  Members  of  the  House  who  did  a 
superb  job  for  me,  who  are  working  day  and  night,  day  after  day,  for  you,  and 
I  speak  here  of  two  guys.  You  send  back  to  Washington,  Jack  Wydler  and  Norm 
Lent. 

And  it  goes  without  saying  that  if  I  had  not  had  the  staunch  and  steadfast 
support  of  Dick  Rosenbaum  ^  before  the  Convention,  I  wouldn't  be  here  speak- 
ing to  you,  urging  that  we  win  this  election  on  November  2. 

And  I  want  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  the  reverend  clergy.  But  one 
final  acknowledgment— and  I  can't  think  of  a  more  appropriate  place  to  say 
it  than  right  here  in  Nassau  County— I  have  had  at  my  side  working  with  me 
on  our  major  problems,  domestically  and  internationally,  his  loyalty,  his 
devotion,  his  dedication,  his  vision.  Yes,  I  want  to  thank  the  great  Vice  President, 
Nelson  Rockefeller,  for  his  help. 

^New  York  Islanders,  member  of  the  National  Hockey  League,  and  New  York  Nets,  member  of  the 
National  Basketball  Association. 

^  New  York  State  Republican  Party  chairman. 
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But  I  have  a  dear  friend  of  mine  here  that  has  campaigned  with  me  from 
CaHfornia  to  New  York.  Well,  he  has  been  tremendous,  and  I  would  like  to 
have  him  come  here.  He  is  sort  of  a  stranger.  You  may  not  recognize  him.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  you  might.  He  is  a  great  guy,  a  tremendous  friend  of  mine. 
I  would  like  Joe  Garagiola  to  come  up. 

Let  me  speak  very  seriously  with  you  for  a  few  minutes.  We  are  on  the  final 
moments,  the  countdown  of  probably  the  most  crucial  election  in  the  lifetime 
of  most  of  us  here.  A  very  important  decision  has  to  be  made  between  now 
and  next  Tuesday  when  those  polls  close.  I  happen  to  believe  that  with  the 
momentum  we  have  going,  with  the  performance  that  we  have  had,  with  the 
vision  that  we  see,  with  the  enthusiasm  that  I  find  in  northern  New  York, 
here  in  Long  Island,  or  any  place  else  in  this  country,  I  think  we  are  going  to 
win  that  election  good  on  November  2. 

All  right  now  listen  carefully.  On  behalf  of  Betty  and  myself,  I  invite  you 
all  to  come  on  down  to  that  inauguration  on  January  20. 

All  right,  let  me  tell  you  why  you  can  go  out  and  talk  to  your  friends  between 
now  and  November  2,  and  give  them  a  real  sales  pitch  that  should  convince 
them  that  the  Ford-Dole  ticket  ought  to  win.  Let  me  give  you  a  quick  review 
of  where  we  were  on  August  9,  1974  when  I  took  the  oath  of  office  in  the 
White  House. 

America  was  in  trouble.  Inflation  was  12  percent;  we  were  on  the  brink  of 
a  recession;  we  were  still  involved  in  Vietnam;  the  American  people  had  lost 
faith  and  trust  in  the  White  House  itself.  And  as  I  took  the  oath  of  office  in 
the  East  Room  of  the  White  House  and  Betty  held  the  Bible,  I  pledged  to  you 
that  I  would  uphold  the  Constitution,  that  I  would  do  right  as  God  gave  me 
the  right  to  see  what  we  should  do.  And  then  afterwards,  I  said  I  had  not  been 
elected  by  your  ballots  but  I  had  been  confirmed,  I  hoped,  with  your  prayers. 
And,  believe  me,  as  those  tough  months  went  ahead — and  they  were  difficult — 
I  knew  that  the  American  people  were  praying  for  me  to  give  them  the  leader- 
ship, to  give  them  the  strength  to  come  out  of  the  difficult  times  that  we  went 
through. 

We  put  the  ship  of  state  on  a  steady  course;  we  put  it  on  an  even  keel.  And 
we  have  made  incredible  progress  in  the  last  2  years.  Yes,  we  have  cut  the  rate 
of  inflation  by  more  than  50  percent,  and  I  pledge  to  you  we  will  do  even  better 
in  the  next  4  years. 

We  have  added  4  million  jobs  in  the  last  17  months.  We  have  88  million  people 
gainfully  employed.  But,  I  pledge  to  you  I  will  not  be  satisfied  until  we  have 
a  job  for  every  American  who  wants  a  job  in  the  next  4  years. 
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We  have  restored  confidence  and  trust  in  the  Oval  Office  in  the  White  House. 
I  have  done  it  by  being  open,  candid,  frank,  straightforward,  and  let  me  assure 
you  that  in  the  next  4  years  wt  v^ill  do  just  as  w^ell  because  the  American  people 
want  to  beUeve  their  President.  And  they  can  believe  President  Ford. 

I  am  honored  that  I  am  the  first  President  since  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  who 
can  seek  election  and  say  to  the  American  people,  our  great  country  is  at  peace, 
and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way.  There  isn't  a  single  young  American 
fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight.  And  we  are  at  peace  because 
America  is  strong.  We  are  strong  militarily.  We  have  the  finest  weapons,  the 
best  leadership.  We  have  the  greatest  capability  to  deter  aggression,  to  meet 
any  challenge. 

I  have  been  able  to  turn  the  Congress  around  and  convince  them  that  their 
President,  if  he  is  dealing  with  our  allies  on  the  one  hand,  they  feel  strengthened; 
or  if  he  is  dealing  with  our  adversaries,  they  respect  him.  And  I  pledge  to  you 
that  we  are  going  to  keep  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Air  Force,  and  Marines 
number  one  during  the  next  4  years.  But  that  requires  that  we  buy  the  best 
weapons  systems,  not  for  war  but  to  maintain  peace. 

But  I  want  to  thank  the  people  of  Nassau  County  for  their  contribution. 
You  have  in  the  Grumman  Company  one  of  the  finest  performers  with  the 
F-14  and  other  weapons  systems. 

So,  we  have  trust,  we  have  peace,  we  have  growing  prosperity.  But  now, 
what  other  things  must  we  do?  Number  one,  we  have  to  keep  our  economy 
moving  in  the  right  direction,  and  here  is  an  area  where  there  is  a  difference 
between  myself  on  the  one  hand  and  my  opponent  on  the  other. 

From  the  very  beginning — in  fact,  in  January  of  last  year,  I  recommended 
to  the  Congress  that  we  ought  to  have  a  tax  reduction  primarily  aimed  at 
helping  the  middle-income  taxpayer  who  has  been  given  short  change  in  the  last 
10  years.  I  recommended  that  we  ought  to  increase  the  personal  exemption 
from  $750  to  $1,000. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  going  through  a  plant,  stopped  and  talked  to  some 
of  the  working  people,  and  one  of  the  men  said,  "What  are  you  going  to  do 
about  my  Federal  taxes?"  I  said  to  him,  "Well,  I  recommended  to  the  Congress 
that  they  bump  up  your  personal  exemption."  I  said,  "How  many  kids  do 
you  have?"  "Oh,"  he  said,  "I  have  three."  I  said,  "You  have  your  wife,  three 
children,  and  yourself."  I  said,  "If  the  Congress  had  acted  responsibly,  if  the 
Congress  had  done  what  they  should  have  done,  next  April  when  you  were 
making  out  your  income  tax  return  you  could  have  claimed  $1,250  more  on 
your  income  tax  return." 
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I  said,  "Ask  your  Congressman  is  he  going  to  follow  President  Ford,  or  is 
he  going  the  other  direction  if  Carter  should  happen  to  get  in  the  White  House." 
Because  Jimmy  Carter — and  I  asked  all  these  wonderful  press  people,  can  they 
find  out  where  Jimmy  Carter  stands  on  taxes.  I  bet  there  isn't  one  of  those 
newspaper  or  other  news  media  people  who  could  sit  down  and  give  a  straight 
story  on  where  Jimmy  Carter  stands  on  taxes. 

So,  here  is  a  clear  choice.  You  have  President  Ford,  who  wants  to  reduce  your 
personal  income  taxes,  who  wants  to  give  industry  a  break  so  that  it  can  expand, 
it  can  modernize,  it  can  do  the  things  that  produce  jobs  for  you.  That  is  where  I 
stand.  Well,  Jimmy  Carter,  he's  up  and  down. 

But,  there  are  some  other  things  that  I  think  now  that  we  are  over  the  hump 
after  the  tough  2  years  we  have  had,  I  pledge  to  you  that  in  the  next  2  to  4  years, 
with  the  help  of  the  Congress,  that  I  am  going  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to 
have  a  quality  of  life  in  America  that  we  have  never  had  heretofore.  We  are 
going  to  have  a  job  for  everybody  who  wants  to  work.  We  are  going  to  have  a 
home  for  every  young  couple  that  wants  to  work  and  save  and  buy  a  home  in  a 
decent  neighborhood.  That  is  a  pledge  to  you. 

We  are  going  to  have  quality  education.  We  are  going  to  have  health  care 
that  is  affordable,  the  best  in  the  world.  We  are  going  to  see  to  it  that  the 
criminal  element  in  this  country  goes  into  prison  and  the  victims  of  crime 
are  protected. 

We  are  going  to  improve  the  quality  of  life.  We  are  going  to  make  the 
water  that  you  drink  pure,  the  air  that  you  breathe  clean.  We  are  going  to 
improve  the  environment  of  our  whole  United  States  so  that  we  can  live  in  the 
kind  of  an  atmosphere  that  is  good  for  all  of  us. 

And  so  as  this  great  campaign  nears  its  finish,  I  just  know  that  Nassau 
County  is  going  to  make  a  tremendous  effort  and  produce  results.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  what  Joe  said.  With  those  kind  of  figures  we  will  carry  New  York,  and 
with  this  kind  of  enthusiasm  I  know  we  will  get  those  figures. 

One  final  word:  I  leave  New  York  with  the  kind  of  enthusiasm  that  I  am 
sure  that  other  successful  candidates  for  the  Presidency  have  felt  as  they  have 
been  to  rallies  like  this  one. 

Yes,  I  have  been  proud  to  be  your  President  during  a  period  of  2  tough  years, 
but  with  your  help  and  with  your  faith  and  with  your  determination,  it  will 
be  a  great  honor  for  me  to  serve  as  your  President  for  the  next  4  years.  Our 
forefathers  have  given  us  a  tremendous  history  and  we  should  all  be  deeply 
grateful. 
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But  now  it  is  our  responsibility,  everybody,  to  write  the  history  of  the  third 
century,  and  I  pledge  to  you,  as  the  President  for  the  next  4  years,  that  we  will 
write  that  history  so  historians  can  look  back  and  say  we  did  a  good  job  in  starting 
off  the  first  4  years  of  our  third  century. 

America  is  respected.  All  of  you  here  recall  on  July  4  when  we  celebrated  our 
200th  birthday,  those  "Tall  Ships"  that  came  from  all  over  the  world  to  pay 
respect  to  the  number  one  nation  in  the  history  of  mankind,  the  United  States  of 
America. 

And  now  I  ask  you  on  November  2  not  only  to  confirm  me  with  your  prayers 
but  to  confirm  me  with  your  ballots,  and  I  pledge  to  you  that  I  will  not  let  you 
down. 

Thank  you,  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President   spoke   at   8:40   p.m.   in   the       ferred  to  Joseph  M.  Margiotta,  Nassau  County  Re- 
meeting    room    at    the    Nassau    County    Veterans       publican  Party  chairman. 
Memorial  Coliseum.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  re- 
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Than\  you  very  much,  Joe. 

I  can  just  look  around  this  room  and  see  nothing  but  quality  in  Nassau 
County.  [Laughter]  But  let  me  say  that  I  know  from  a  few  years  in  politics 
that  a  county  organization  with  great  leadership  such  as  you  have  in  Joe  and 
with  the  kind  of  people  that  are  here  as  officeholders  and  those  that  support 
the  party — you  give  the  people  good  government.  And  if  we  can  win  this 
election,  and  I  am  just  as  confident  tonight  as  I  have  ever  been  in  the  old 
enthusiasm  and  momentum,  then  we  hope  to  make  the  effort  to  try  and  build 
the  Republican  Party  in  all  50  States  so  that  we  can  have  a  party  in  every  State 
just  like  the  fine  party  organization  leadership  and  results  that  you  have  in 
Nassau  County. 

We  have  the  right  principles.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  shouldn't  win  the 
control  of  the  Congress,  win  the  control  of  the  House  and  Senate,  because  our 
principles  are  those  that  the  American  people  believe  in.  So,  what  we  have  to 
do  is  win  this  election  and  then  start  building  like  you  have  built  here  in 
Nassau  County. 

And  as  I  leave  for  Canton  and  Akron,  where  we  are  going  to  stay  overnight, 
put  on  a  big  rally  early  in  the  morning,  and  then  go  to  Columbus  where  they're 
going  to  have  a  big,  big  noontime  rally  in  front  of  the  State  Capitol — and  even 
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my  good  friend  Woody  Hayes,  I  think,  will  be  diere  to  give  us  a  litde  boost — 
and  then  we  go  on  to  Detroit  for  a  big  rally  because  we  have  to  win  Michigan. 

And  then  Betty  and  I  are  going  to  land  in  Grand  Rapids  and  they  tell  me 
they  have  a  2-hour  parade  all  squared  away  there.  At  7:30  Tuesday  morning 
we're  going  to  cast  our  ballots,  and  those  are  going  to  be  two  ballots  that  I  will 
be  glad  to  cast,  because  I  think  it  will  reflect  what  we  want  for  America — peace, 
trust,  and  prosperity. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:30  p.m.  at  the  giotta,  Nassau  County  Republican  Party  chairman, 
Nassau  County  Veterans  Memorial  Coliseum  restau-  and  Woody  Hayes,  head  coach  of  the  Ohio  State 
rant.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Joseph  M.  Mar-       University  football  team. 
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Radio  Address  on  Future  Goals  for  America. 
November  1,  1976 

WE  ARE  nearly  at  the  end  of  a  long  campaign.  As  I  have  moved  about  our 
country  during  the  past  few  v^eeks,  many  people  have  told  me,  "Mr.  President, 
we  know  where  you  stand  on  jobs,  and  we  think  you  are  right.  We  know  where 
you  stand  on  inflation,  and  we  agree  with  you.  We  know  where  you  stand  on 
foreign  policy,  and  we  agree  with  you  there,  too.  But  we  are  not  quite  sure 
what  it  all  adds  up  to.  We  are  not  quite  clear  where  you  are  aiming  to  lead 
America." 

So  today,  I  want  to  talk  with  you  about  my  concerns  and  my  hopes  for 
America  as  we  enter  our  third  century. 

My  vision  of  America  is  a  nation  that  is  strong  and  good,  a  nation  that  feels 
the  need  for  constant  improvement,  a  nation  whose  people  care  about  each 
other  and  want  to  retain  their  own  special  sense  of  identity.  Beyond  that — a 
nation  in  which  basic  human  rights  are  respected  and  maintained:  the  right 
to  speak  our  minds;  the  right  to  choose  the  men  and  women  who  enact  and 
enforce  our  laws;  the  right  to  stand  equal  before  the  law,  regardless  of  sex,  race, 
or  religion;  the  right  to  bargain  freely  in  the  economic  marketplace;  the  right 
to  worship  as  we  choose. 

We  have  been  through  a  lot  in  recent  years — a  war,  a  recession,  runaway 
inflation,  riots,  scandals — a  collection  of  troubles  that  shook  America's  con- 
fidence and  left  our  people  exhausted.  In  the  past  2  years,  I  have  done  my  best 
to  put  America  back  on  even  keel,  to  chart  a  steady  course  for  the  future. 
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America  has  had  its  heart  broken  too  many  times  when  grand  promises 
went  unfulfilled.  We  have  learned  through  painful  experience  that  when  those 
frustrations  cannot  be  held  inside  any  more,  our  society  explodes  in  violence 
and  fear.  That  is  why  it  is  so  important  that  those  who  would  lead  this  country 
be  honest  enough  to  promise  only  what  they  know  they  can  deliver,  to  admit 
that  some  problems  can't  be  solved  by  waving  a  magic  wand,  or  creating  still 
another  gQvernment  program,  or  even  by  changing  an  administration.  The 
answer  Ues  not  in  making  government  bigger,  but  in  making  it  serve  us  better 
in  assuming  more  responsibilities  for  ourselves. 

This  Nation  was  not  built  on  comfort,  but  on  sacrifice;  not  on  a  maze  of 
government  programs,  but  on  the  strength  and  vitality  of  a  free,  self-reliant 
people. 

We  can  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  America.  We  can  improve  education 
and  health  care.  We  can  have  comfortable,  affordable  homes  in  safe,  decent 
neighborhoods.  We  can  have  clean  air  and  water.  We  can  create  more  parks 
and  recreational  facilities.  We  can  care  for  those  who  need  our  help.  We  can 
keep  America  strong  and  at  peace. 

These  are  all  worthy  goals,  and  the  government  can  help  reach  them  all.  But 
the  government  can't  do  everything.  If  it  tries  to  do  too  much,  it  ends  up  doing 
nothing  very  well.  If  it  assumes  too  much  power  and  control,  we  will  have 
sown  the  seeds  of  our  own  destruction  as  a  free  people.  I  would  never  let  govern- 
ment grow  so  big  or  so  strong  that  it  can  take  away  our  freedom.  I  would  not 
allow  our  people  to  grow  so  dependent  on  government  that  they  would  lose  the 
incentive  to  develop  their  own  creativity,  generosity,  and  initiative.  When  a 
government  solution  is  needed,  I  would  make  government  respond  at  the  level 
closest  to  the  problem. 

That  is  my  vision  of  America:  a  vision  of  limited  government  and  unlimited 
opportunity;  a  commitment  to  common  sense  and  common  progress. 

On  July  4,  we  celebrated  the  first  200  years  of  America's  history.  On  Novem- 
ber 2,  with  your  help,  we  will  begin  a  new  generation  of  freedom  for  all 
Americans. 

note:  The  address  was  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  The  text  of  the  remarks  was  released  in  the  Akron- 

Radio  Network.  Canton  area  of  Ohio. 
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Remarks  on  Departure  From  Akron,  Ohio. 
November  1,  1976 

LET  ME  ask  you  to  be  very  quiet  for  just  a  few  minutes,  because  the  issues  and 
decisions  you  make  between  now  and  tomorrow  when  the  polls  close  are  very, 
very  crucial  for  America. 

First,  I  want  to  thank  your  great  Governor,  Jim  Rhodes,  who  has  been  with 
President  Ford  from  the  very  beginning.  Jim,  I  can't  express  deeply  enough  my 
gratitude  and  appreciation  for  your  loyalty.  But  let  me  add  this  one  feature. 
We  have  on  the  stage  with  me  today  the  two  greatest  Governors  in  the  history 
of  Ohio. 

But  it  is  great  to  be  in  Akron,  Canton,  Massillon,  and  Alliance.  What  an  area 
in  the  great  State  of  Ohio. 

I  am  honored  to  be  on  the  team  in  Ohio  with  Bob  Taft.  Send  him  back  to 
Washington  for  your  good  and  for  the  country's  good.  Bob,  you  have  got  to 
win.  And  then  you  have  your  own  Congressman  in  this  area.  He  has  done  a 
super  job,  a  fantastic  job  on  your  behalf,  but  a  job  for  America.  Send  Ralph 
Regula  back  to  help  us. 

And  now  let  me  speak  straight  from  the  shoulder.  You  have  a  chance  to 
improve  the  quality  of  Congress  by  sending  one  of  your  own,  Jim  Houston, 
down  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

But  it  is  great  to  be  here  with  Mayor  Ballard,  with  Mayor  Cmich.^  And  then 
I  want  to  thank  somebody  else  who  has  taken  time,  along  with  others  of  equal 
prominence.  Wayne,^  thank  you  very,  very  much.  All  over  the  country  we  have 
had  outstanding  people  like  Wayne  participate  voluntarily.  We  have  had  Peter 
Graves,  Hugh  O'Brien,  Rod  McKuen.  We  have  had  quality  people  who  on 
their  own  have  come  out  and  said  it  is  important  for  America  that  President 
Ford  win.  Wayne,  I  thank  you  very  much. 

Now  there  is  one  fellow  that  came  down  here  along  with  his  beautiful  wife, 
and  I  want  to  thank  Bill  Stanton.  Send  Bill  back  to  Congress. 

But  I  mentioned  a  moment  ago  when  I  was  speaking  about  your  great 
Governor — and  I  said  there  were  two  great  Governors  on  the  platform  this 
morning.  And  now  it  is  my  privilege  to  introduce  to  you  a  man  who  was  a 


^  Mayors  John  Ballard  of  Akron  and  Stan  Cmich  of  Canton,  Ohio. 
*  Wayne  Rogers,  television  and  motion  picture  actor. 
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judge  in  Cleveland,  a  mayor  of  Cleveland,  a  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  an  out- 
standing United  States  Senator,  Frank  Lausche. 

You  knov^  I  come  from  that  State  up  north,  but  since  1963  I  have  been  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  56  times.  That's  not  a  bad  record.  I  have  been  dov^n  to 
Canton  on  three  occasions  to  the  Football  Hall  of  Fame,  the  football  center 
of  the  United  States.  I  never  made  it  as  a  participant,  but  I  respect  and  admire 
those  outstanding  men  w^ho  have  given  us  a  great  American  sport.  Congratula- 
tions, Jim. 

With  the  help  of  Bob  Taft,  Ralph  Regula,  Bill  Stanton,  they  got  through 
the  Cuyahoga  National  Park,  the  first  national  park  in  the  history  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  I  was  honored  and  pleased  to  sign  that  legislation. 

As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  this  is  a  crucial  election.  It  v^ill  determine  the 
course  of  events  of  this  country,  not  only  for  the  next  4  years  but  maybe, 
undoubtedly  as  I  see  it,  the  next  century,  our  third  century  of  American  history. 
You  knov^  v^here  I  stand.  I  stand  for  low^er  taxes,  a  balanced  budget,  lower 
Federal  spending,  beating  inflation,  and  peace  and  liberty  for  the  United 
States  of  America.  And  in  the  last  2  years  America  has  made  incredible  prog- 
ress, and  we  are  on  our  way,  and  we  are  going  to  make  more  in  the  next  4  years 
under  Jerry  Ford. 

In  Kansas  City,  I  said  we  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  we  would  not 
concede  a  single  State.  We  want  Ohio,  and  we  are  going  to  win  Ohio. 

And  now  let  me  extend  a  personal  invitation  from  Betty  and  from  me.  We 
would  love  to  have  every  one  of  you  down  to  Inauguration  Day  on  January  20, 
when  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  are  sworn  in  as  President  and  Vice  President. 

There  are  many  issues  at  stake  in  this  election,  but  let  me  take  two — one 
that  means  whether  we  have  peace  or  a  lack  of  security  in  this  country;  the 
other  involves  the  health  of  our  economy. 

In  the  first  debate,  Mr.  Carter  said  he  would  anticipate  a  $60  billion  surplus 
in  the  Federal  Treasury.  He  said  that  he  would  spend  that  $60  billion  for  a 
whole  raft  of  new  Federal  programs.  In  that  same  debate,  I  said  if  there  is 
a  $60  billion  surplus,  I  want  a  tax  reduction  for  the  American  people. 

President  Ford  is  for  the  little  taxpayer  and  President  Ford  is  against  the 
big  tax  spender.  I  have  been  firm;  I  have  been  consistent.  The  best  tax  reform 
is  tax  reduction.  The  middle-income  taxpayer  in  this  country — over  50  percent 
of  us — have  been  shortchanged  in  the  last  10  years  by  the  actions  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  we  are  going  to  change  it  in  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Carter,  in  the  last  2  or  3  days,  in  discussing  tax  reduction,  has  said: 
Perhaps  we  will  have  a  tax  reduction — if  we  have  a  tax  reduction.  It  is  a  clear 
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distinction  between  him  and  President  Ford.  I  have  consistently,  firmly,  said 
the  American  people  should  and  will  have  a  tax  reduction  so  we  can  stimulate 
the  economy,  so  we  can  give  you  a  better  chance  to  spend  that  hard-earned 
cash  that  you  deserve  in  your  pocket  and  not  in  the  Federal  Treasury. 

In  January  of  this  year,  1976,  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  a  $28  billion  tax 
reduction  package.  I  said  in  order  to  do  it  honestly  and  conscientiously,  the 
Congress  had  to  go  along  with  a  $28  billion  restraint  in  Federal  spending. 
Included  in  my  tax  reduction  proposal  is  the  kind  of  tax  reduction  that  is 
meaningful  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer.  I  recommended  that  we  increase 
the  personal  exemption  from  $750 — which  it  is  today — to  $1,000. 

Let  me  tell  you  what  that  means.  The  other  day  I  went  through  a  plant  and 
I  was  talking  to  some  working  men  on  a  production  line.  And  one  of  them 
said,  "President  Ford,  what  does  your  tax  reduction  proposal  mean  to  me  and 
my  family?"  I  said,  "How  many  children  do  you  have?"  He  said,  "I  have  got 
three  kids."  It  turned  out  that  he  had  himself,  a  wife,  and  three  children.  I  said, 
"Get  out  your  pencil."  It  means  that  if  Congress  had  acted  responsibly,  we 
would  have  had  for  that  man  and  millions  and  millions  and  millions  of  other 
taxpayers  the  opportunity  next  April  to  sit  down  and  figure  out  in  his  case 
that  he  would  have  gotten  $1,250  more  in  personal  exemption,  money  that 
he  could  have  spent  for  himself  and  his  lovely  family. 

That's  our  tax  proposal — tax  reduction.  And  on  January  3,  when  Congress 
reconvenes,  they  are  going  to  have  that  tax  reduction  proposal  on  their  desk,  and 
if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1977,  we  will  send  it  right  back  up  in  1978.  And  if  that 
Congress  doesn't  pass  it  in  1978,  you  and  I  will  go  out  and  beat  them  in  the  next 
election  in  1978. 

But,  there  is  another  big  difference.  I  am  proud  to  stand  before  you  and  say 
that  I  am  the  first  President  since  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  who  can  go  to  the 
American  people  to  seek  their  support  and  say  America  is  at  peace.  Under  our 
administration — yours  and  mine — we  have  the  finest  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force, 
and  Marines,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  them  number  one. 

Mr.  Carter  wants  to  cut  the  defense  budget  by  $5  to  $15  billion.  That  is  too 
big  a  gamble  for  America's  security.  And  I  want  to  pledge  to  you  that  in  the 
next  4  years  we  are  going  to  keep  America  number  one  so  we  can  preserve 
the  peace,  deter  aggression,  meet  any  challenge.  That  is  the  kind  of  defense 
program  I  stand  for  and  you  stand  for  and  America  stands  for. 

On  August  9,  1974,  I  stood  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House  and  took 
an  oath  of  office  to  be  your  President.  I  had  not  sought  this  high  office.  Betty 
held  the  Bible,  and  I  placed  my  hand  on  it  and  I  said  afterwards — because 


2824 


November  1  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [1005] 

America  was  troubled,  we  were  divided,  there  was  anger,  there  was  division — 
after  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  I  said,  "I  know  that  you  have  not  elected 
me  by  your  ballots.  I  ask  you  that  you  confirm  me  with  your  prayers." 

And  with  the  help  of  your  prayers  in  the  last  2  years,  we  have  gone  from 
inflation  of  over  12  percent  to  under  6  percent.  With  your  help  and  support, 
we  have  come  out  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  With  your  help,  we  have 
restored  trust  and  confidence  in  the  White  House,  because  I  can  look  each  and 
every  one  of  you  in  the  eye  and  say  I  have  been  candid,  straightforward. 

But  most  of  all,  I  can  stand  here  with  pride  and  say  with  your  help  and,  yes, 
your  prayers,  America  is  at  peace,  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or 
dying  on  any  foreign  soil  today,  and  we  will  keep  it  that  way  for  the  next  4 
years. 

But  now  we  come  to  the  crucial  24  hours.  How  many  of  you  can  remember, 
Vm  sure,  in  either  Canton  or  Akron  or  Alliance  or  Massillon  that  on  July  4  you 
had  a  wonderful  celebration  in  honor  of  our  200th  birthday  ?  Our  forefathers 
gave  us  the  greatest  document  for  the  governing  of  people  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  Our  forefathers  have  given  us  the  kind  of  a  government  that  is  good 
for  freedom  and  liberty. 

We  celebrated  what  they  gave  to  us,  but  now — beginning  tomorrow — we 
have  an  opportunity  not  only  to  read  history  but  to  make  history.  So,  we  come 
down  to  the  bottom  line.  I  know  America  is  on  the  move.  America  has  a  new 
fresh  look.  We  are  together.  We  are  united.  So  tomorrow,  when  you  make  that 
fateful  decision,  I  ask  you  not  only  to  confirm  me  with  your  prayers  but  I  ask 
you  to  confirm  me  with  your  ballots.  I  won't  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:25  a.m.  at  the  Firestone  Hangar,  Akron-Canton  Airport. 

1005 

Remarks  at  the  Ohio  State  Capitol  in  Columbus. 
November  1,  1976 

Thank,  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Jim  Rhodes,  Mayor  Moody. 

Let  me  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  Congressman  Sam  Devine,  Congress- 
man Chalmers  Wylie,  Congressmen  Clarence  Brown,  John  Ashbrook,  and 
Bill  Harsha.  I  want  you  to  make  sure  you  elect  them  and  reelect  them  for  the 
benefit  of  Ohio  and  the  United  States. 

But  I  want  also,  for  the  benefit  of  this  great  Buckeye  State  and  for  the  benefit 
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of  our  great  country — you  send  Bob  Taft  back  to  Washington  as  your  next 
United  States  Senator. 

You  know  this  all  began  right  here,  right  in  front  of  the  Capitol,  and  local 
and  State  government  is  vital,  and  so  I  urge  you — elect  Bill  Brov^nfield  to  the 
State  senate. 

It  is  great  to  be  in  Columbus,  the  home  of  two  of  my  good  friends  who  repre- 
sent excellence.  First,  Jack  Nicklaus,  a  great  supporter  of  mine — I  thank  him 
for  that  help  and  assistance.  And  then,  also,  one  of  my  best  friends,  the  kind 
of  a  person  who  represents  excellence  not  only  in  coaching  but  excellence  in 
character.  He  believes  in  winning,  and  that  is  what  we  are  going  to  do.  Thank 
you  very  much.  Woody  Hayes.^ 

You  know,  I  come  from  that  State  up  north.  [Laughter']  But  since  1963  I 
have  visited  the  Buckeye  State  56  times,  and  I  love  you.  I  had  the  honor  and 
the  great  privilege  of  speaking  at  a  commencement  at  Ohio  State  in  the  fall  of 
1974 — ^it  was  a  great  experience — but  I  have  also  come  to  Columbus  and  all  of 
the  other  places.  And  you  know  what  ?  Columbus  likes  to  be,  along  with  the 
great  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  side  of  a  winner.  So  let's  make  it  a  homerun,  a 
touchdown  tomorrow  for  the  winning  team,  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole. 

But  there  are  several  other  people  that  I  would  like  to  recognize  and  indicate 
to  them  and  to  all  of  you  my  appreciation.  First,  we  have  on  this  platform  one 
of  the  three  greatest  Governors  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  John  Bricker. 

And  may  I  say,  incidentally,  from  the  appearance  here  of  this  great  crowd 
and  from  the  wonderful  rally  that  we  had  in  the  Akron,  Canton,  Alliance, 
Massillon  area  earlier  this  morning,  I  am  going  to  issue  all  of  you  an  invitation. 
Betty  and  I  want  all  of  you  to  come  down  to  that  inauguration  on  January  20 
when  Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  are  sworn  in  as  President  and  Vice  President. 

Now  let  me  introduce  to  you,  for  some  remarks,  a  person  well  known  to  you, 
who  was  a  judge  here  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Cleveland,  who  was  your  Gover- 
nor— and  one  of  the  three  greatest  Governors  in  the  history  of  Ohio — ^who  was  a 
United  States  Senator.  And  now  it  is  my  privilege  to  introduce  a  close,  personal 
friend  whose  support  I  really  appreciate — your  former  Senator,  your  former 
Governor,  Frank  Lausche. 

[At  this  point,  Fran\  Lausche  announced  his  support  of  President  Ford.  The  President  then 
resumed  speaking.] 

An  endosement  like  that  from  one  of  Ohio's  great,  great  citizens  means  a 
great  deal  to  Jerry  Ford,  and  I  promise  you,  Frank,  I  won't  let  you  down. 
As  we  enter  this  critical  last  24  hours — and  this  is  one  of  the  most  critical 


^  Jack  Nicklaus,  professional  golfer,  and  Woody  Hayes,  head  coach  of  the  Ohio  State  University  football 
team. 
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elections  in  the  history  of  the  United  States;  it  is  the  election  that  will  set  our 
course  for  the  first  4  years  of  our  third  century — I  want  you  to  know  where  I 
stand.  I  stand  for  lower  taxes,  more  jobs,  a  balanced  budget,  lower  Federal 
spending,  beating  inflation,  a  clean  environment,  peace  and  liberty  for  the 
United  States  of  America.  From  your  ranks  I  come,  and  with  you  I  stand. 

In  the  last  2  years  our  great  country,  faced  with  adversity,  has  made  an 
incredible  comeback.  When  I  spoke  to  you  and  to  the  American  people  in 
Kansas  City,  I  said  I  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  I  would  not  concede  a 
single  State. 

Ohio  is  going  to  be  on  the  right  side.  We  are  counting  on  that  Buckeye  State 
to  be  with  us  tomorrow.  With  our  momentum,  let's  do  it,  a  homerun. 

I  love  that  enthusiasm  and  applause,  but  take  just  a  minute — let's  hear  a 
pin  drop — because  I  want  to  talk  about  some  of  these,  or  at  least  two  of  the 
critical  issues  where  I  strongly  differ  with  my  opponent. 

First,  taxes.  In  the  first  debate  my  opponent  said  that  we  could  anticipate 
a  $60  billion  surplus  in  the  Federal  Treasury.  He  said  in  that  debate  that  he 
would  spend  that  $60  billion  for  more  programs,  piling  one  on  top  of  another. 
In  that  debate  I  said  if  there  is  a  $60  billion  surplus,  I  think  it  ought  to  go  for  a 
tax  reduction  to  the  middle-income  taxpayer. 

I  can  stand  here  and  say  with  good  conscience  that  President  Ford  stands 
for  the  little  taxpayer  and  President  Ford  is  against  the  big  tax  spender. 
Within  the  last  several  days  Mr.  Carter  has  been  pressed.  Does  he  want  a  tax 
reduction  or  not?  He  says,  if,  perhaps.  President  Ford  has  been  on  the  line, 
talking  straight  from  the  shoulder  saying,  yes,  the  middle-income  taxpayer 
has  been  shortchanged. 

I  recommended  to  the  Congress  in  January  that  we  ought  to  have  a  $28 
billion  tax  reduction  along  side  of  a  $28  billion  restraint  on  Federal  spending — 
for  every  tax  dollar  in  reduction,  a  dollar  reduced  in  the  rate  of  growth  of 
Federal  spending.  The  Congress  gave  you  half  a  loaf.  They  didn't  go  along 
with  my  proposal  to  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 

Now  let  me  tell  you  what  that  means.  It  means  that  the  middle-income  tax- 
payer—50  percent  of  those  that  pay  our  taxes— would  get,  and  let  me  illustrate 
it  with  an  incident  that  happened:  I  was  in  a  factory  the  other  day,  down  a 
production  line,  and  one  of  the  men  said  to  me,  "President  Ford,  where  do 
you  stand  on  taxes?"  I  told  him  how  I  wanted  to  increase  the  personal  exemp- 
tion. I  said,  "How  many  children  do  you  have?"  He  said,  "I  have  got  three."  I 
said,  "If  you  have  a  wife,  three  children,  and  yourself,  if  Congress  had  acted 
responsibly,  next  April  when  you  made  out  that  income  tax  return,  you  would 
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have  had,  under  President  Ford's  tax  reduction  program,  $1,250  more  in 
personal  exemption  for  you  to  spend  and  not  have  in  the  Federal  Treasury." 

Now  Congress  didn't  do  it.  But  on  January  3,  v^hen  that  next  Congress 
convenes — and  I  want  all  of  this  good  Ohio  delegation  back  there  to  help  me — 
I  will  have  on  their  desk  a  tax  reduction  proposal  that  will  include  the  increase 
in  the  personal  exemption;  it  will  increase  jobs  incentive  legislation  to  help 
industry  expand,  to  modernize.  And  if  that  Congress  doesn't  pass  it  in  1977, 
they  will  have  it  on  their  desk  in  January  of  1978,  and  if  they  don't  give  that 
kind  of  decent,  equitable  tax  reduction  in  1978,  I  will  join  every  one  of  you 
trying  to  beat  them  in  that  election  in  1978. 

But  now  let's  talk  about  defense.  Today  the  United  States,  with  our  Army, 
Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines — ^we  are  number  one.  And  under  President  Ford 
we  are  going  to  keep  them  number  one.  I  have  recommended  appropriations 
so  they  will  have  the  best  weapons,  the  best  leadership,  the  best  training.  That 
is  the  way  to  keep  the  peace.  And  under  President  Ford,  with  the  strength 
that  we  have,  we  will  strengthen  our  alliances.  We  will  be  able  to  look  our 
adversaries  straight  in  the  eye,  and  they  will  respect  us. 

But  let  me  say,  you  make  a  great  contribution  in  the  city  of  Columbus, 
because  in  the  recommendations  that  I  made  for  a  strong  defense — and  that  is 
the  way  you  keep  the  peace — that  we  have  a  B-1  bomber  to  replace  those  aging 
B-52's  that  are  now  20  and  25  years  old.  If  we  don't  get  the  B-1  bomber  as  an 
instrument  of  peace,  the  President  in  the  next  5,  the  next  10  years,  if  we  continue 
to  rely  on  the  B-52's,  will  be  sending  our  young  combat  pilots  to  protect  us  in 
aircraft  older  than  they  are,  and  that  is  not  going  to  happen  under  President 
Ford. 

I  am  proud  to  stand  before  you  and  say  that  I  am  the  first  President  since 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  who  can  tell  the  American  people  that  America  is  at 
peace.  I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or 
dying  on  any  foreign  soil  today.  And  we  are  at  peace  because  the  United 
States  is  strong.  We  are  not  at  war  because  the  United  States  is  strong. 

And  let  me  say,  wasn't  it  a  great,  great  celebration  on  the  Fourth  of  July 
when  America  celebrated  its  200th  birthday  ?  I  happened  to  have  the  privilege 
to  fly  over  New  York  Harbor  and  see  those  "Tall  Ships"  coming  in,  representing 
many,  many  countries.  And  why  did  they  come  to  the  United  States  ?  Because 
they  respect  America.  And  we  are  proud  of  America,  and  we  will  continue  to 
be  proud  of  America. 

But  now  as  this  great  campaign  comes  to  a  conclusion,  I  have  the  feeling 
that  we  have  reunited  as  a  people.  When  I  became  President,  people  were 
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angry,  divided,  disillusioned.  I  will  never  forget  that  day  in  the  East  Room 
of  the  White  House  when  I  put  my  hand  on  the  Bible  held  by  my  wife,  Betty, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office  when  America  was  troubled. 

Yes,  we  were  in  trouble.  Inflation  was  over  12  percent.  We  were  still  involved 
in  Vietnam.  There  was  a  loss  of  confidence  in  the  White  House  itself.  We  were 
on  the  brink  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  And  after  having  taken  the 
oath  of  office  to  be  your  President,  I  said,  since  you  have  not  elected  me  by  your 
ballots,  I  ask  you  to  confirm  me  v/ith  your  prayers. 

With  those  prayers  we  put  the  ship  of  state  on  a  steady  keel.  I  had  a  firm, 
commonsense  hand  on  the  tiller,  and  we  have  made  incredible  progress  in  the 
last  2  years.  We  have  cut  inflation  by  better  than  50  percent.  We  have  added 
4  million  jobs;  we  have  88  million  people  working  today,  the  most  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States.  We  are  at  peace,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  the  peace. 

And  I  can  say  with  pride  to  all  of  you  and  to  my  former  colleagues  in  the 
Congress — Bob  Taft,  Sam  Devine,  Chalmers  Wylie,  Clarence  Miller,  Bud 
Brown,  Bill  Harsha,  Willis  Gradison — that  we  have  restored  that  confidence  in 
the  White  House.  I  have  been  open,  candid,  frank. 

And  now,  as  we  come  to  the  final  quarter — in  fact,  the  final  minutes — of 
this  great  campaign,  you  have  a  critical  decision  to  make  tomorrow.  It  couldn't 
have  been  put  better  than  the  way  Frank  Lausche  put  it. 

But  let  me  add,  I  have  been  proud  to  be  your  President  during  troubled 
times.  I  want  the  opportunity  to  build  on  that  firm  foundation,  to  keep  America 
moving. 

Therefore,  I  ask  when  you  go  to  the  polls  tomorrow  that  you  not  only  confirm 
me  with  your  prayers  but  you  also  confirm  me  with  your  ballots.  And  I  won't 
let  you  down. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:30  p.m. 

1006 

Remarks  on  Greeting  Students  at  the  Fort  Hayes  Career 
Center  in  Columbus.     November  1,  1976 

LET  ME  say  that  coming  to  the  Fort  Hayes  Career  Education  Center  is  a  real 
thrill  and  a  great  experience  for  me.  I  would  like  to  stay  and  get  to  know  all  of 
you  better  and  to  see  all  of  the  wonderful  opportunities  that  you  are  getting 
through  the  leadership  of  people  like  Jim  Rhodes,  your  great  Governor,  your 
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mayor,  Members  of  Congress  and,  of  course,  the  faculty — Jack  Gibbs  and  all  of 
those  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  see  to  it  that  young  people  like  you  have  a 
real  opportunity  to  develop  your  talents  in  areas  where  there  are  great  career 
opportunities. 

I  can't  help  but  think  what  a  wonderful  vocational  educational  facility  like 
this  means  to  the  future  of  America,  to  hear  the  rendition  of  "The  Lord's 
Prayer"  and  "I  Could  Have  Danced  All  Night."  I  was  thinking  that  I  hope 
Betty  and  I  can  dance  all  night  tomorrow  night.  [Laughter'] 

But  the  main  thing  is  that  all  of  you  are  learning  occupations  which  will  give 
you  great  personal  satisfaction.  It  will  give  you  a  great  inspiration  to  become 
the  best  in  your  respective  fields.  And  excellence — regardless  of  what  part  you 
play  in  our  great  society — excellence  is  the  achievement  objective  that  I  hope  all 
of  you  have. 

I  have  great  respect  for  technicians,  I  have  great  respect  for  educators,  I  have 
great  respect  for  all  people  in  our  society  that  make  a  contribution  among  215 
million  Americans — the  greatest  country  in  the  history  of  mankind.  We  should 
be  proud  of  it,  as  we  are. 

I  was  also  thinking,  as  I  went  from  one  of  your  places  to  another  within  this 
facility,  how  great  it  is  that  we  can  be  putting  young  people  like  you  into 
making  plowshares,  not  weapons  of  war.  This  is  what  we  want  with  the  peace 
that  we  have  in  America.  Yes,  we  have  to  do  certain  things  to  be  strong,  to 
maintain  the  peace.  But  all  of  you  are  devoting  your  best  talents,  your  fine 
leadership  to  things  that  are  constructive  in  America.  And  I  congratulate  you, 
each  and  every  one,  and  wish  you  the  very,  very  best  as  you  move  ahead  in  your 
career  and  in  your  lives. 

I  have  great  faith  in  the  younger  people  in  this  country.  Betty  and  I  have 
three  boys  and  a  little  girl — she  is  not  so  little  anymore,  but  we  still  think  she 
is — and  they  are  just  like  you.  They  want  to  get  out  and  participate  in  our  society 
to  make  America  better,  like  all  of  you  are  trying  to  do. 

So,  I  thank  you  for  your  hospitality  here  at  the  Fort  Hayes  Career  Education 
Center.  And  as  I  look  at  every  one  of  you,  I  have  faith  in  you;  I  know  you  will 
do  a  great  job.  And  America  is  proud  of  you,  and  I  know  you  are  proud  of 
America. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:10  p.m.  In  his  re-  Prior  to  his  remarks,   the  President  toured   the 

marks,  he  referred  to  Jack  Gibbs,  director  of  the       center's  facilities. 

center. 
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Remarks  on  Arrival  at  Detroit,  Michigan. 
November  1,  1976 

GEE,  it  is  nice  to  be  back.  It  is  nice  to  be  back  in  Michigan. 

Within  hours  after  I  received  the  nomination  in  Kansas  City,  I  told  Betty 
that  I  would  open  this  campaign  at  home.  It  is  the  best  way  that  I  could  say 
to  my  friends  and  the  citizens  of  my  home  State,  thank  you.  Thank  you  for 
all  that  you  have  done  for  me  the  past  28  years. 

I  said  in  my  acceptance  speech,  the  speech  to  the  American  people,  it  is  from 
your  ranks  that  I  come  and  on  your  side  that  I  stand.  There  is  no  place  on  the 
Earth  where  that  statement  is  more  true  than  among  all  of  you  here  in 
Michigan  today. 

I  am  the  first  son  of  Michigan  to  serve  as  President  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  part  of  this  great  State,  its  people,  and  its  belief  in  America.  You  first  sent 
me  to  Congress  28  years  ago,  and  in  those  28  years  my  deep  feelings  for  Michigan 
have  matured  into  a  total  loyalty  as  well  as  a  deep  love. 

I  come  to  you  now  to  seek  your  support  for  my  election  to  the  highest  office 
in  the  land.  I  know  you  will  support  me  as  you  always  have.  May  I  tell  you 
how  important  that  really  is  ?  Someone  once  said  you  can  tell  a  lot  about  a  man 
by  the  way  his  family  feels  about  him.  Michigan  is  my  family. 

From  the  kids — ^Mike,  Jack,  Steve,  Susan — ^from  Betty  and  of  course  from 
myself,  thanks  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  for  your  wonderful  support, 
your  continued  prayers,  and  your  belief  in  Jerry  Ford. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4  p.m.  at  Detroit  Metropolitan  Airport. 
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Remarks  in  Livonia,  Michigan.     November  1,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Governor  Bill  Milli\en,  Bob  Griffin,  Congressman 
Marv  Esch,  Lieutenant  Governor  Dammen  and,  of  course,  my  wonderful  wife, 
who  I  have  just  met  at  the  Detroit  airport,  Betty  Ford. 

Let  me  take  just  a  minute  before  saying  something  about  the  election.  It 
is  just  great,  of  course,  to  be  home  in  Michigan  and  to  see  some  of  the  Michigan 
football  greats— Ron  Kramer,  Bill  Freehan— and  Johnny  Orr,  the  great  basket- 
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ball  coach.  But  there  are  some  other  people  that  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  to,  individuals  who  in  their  own  business  or  their  own  area  of 
talent  have  contributed  significantly  to  this  momentum  that  we  have  going. 
You  have,  I  guess,  been  introduced  to  them:  Hugh  O'Brien,  Wayne  Rogers, 
they  are  great.  Of  course,  when  I  came  off  the  plane  and  Betty  was  at  the 
stairs  meeting  me,  there  was  the  great  Chuck  Connors,  and  I  thank  Chuck,  too. 

But  we  have  had  some  others  who  have  traveled  the  length  and  the  breadth 
of  this  country,  because  they  believed  in  what  I  stood  for:  Peter  Graves — you 
have  known  him  from  "Mission:  Impossible" — and  then  one  of  those  fabulous 
people  on  television,  also  from  sports,  Joe  Garagiola.  He  has  been  fighting  for 
Jerry  Ford  for  the  last  10  days.  Thank  you. 

I  want  to  say  two  things  to  you:  You  are  going  to  lose  a  great  Congressman 
in  Marv  Esch,  but  he  is  going  to  be  a  great  Senator,  and  you  send  him  back  to 
Washington,  D.C.  But  you  can't  leave  a  void.  You  have  got  to  have  a  good 
replacement,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  send  Chuck  Pursell  to  re- 
place him. 

I  can't  express  deeply  enough — I  hope  you  will  be  quiet  enough  to  hear  a 
pin  drop — ^between  now  and  8  o'clock  tomorrow  night,  when  the  polls  close 
in  Michigan,  you  and  millions  like  you  in  the  great  State  of  Michigan  are 
going  to  help  make  a  basic  decision  that  could  well  turn  the  tide  as  to  where 
this  country  goes  in  the  next  4  years.  And,  yes,  it  could  be  a  decision  that  would 
affect  the  next  100  years. 

So,  I  ask  you  to  listen  to  where  I  stand :  I  stand  for  lower  taxes.  I  stand  for 
more  jobs.  I  stand  for  a  balanced  budget.  I  stand  for  less  Federal  spending. 
I  stand  for  winning  the  battle  against  inflation.  I  stand  for  a  clean  environ- 
ment. I  stand  for  less  crime.  I  stand  for  peace  and  liberty  all  over  the  world, 
and  that  is  where  we  are  today. 

Let  me  phrase  it  this  way:  From  your  ranks  I  come,  and  with  you  I  stand — 
and  will — for  the  next  4  years. 

In  the  last  2  years  America  has  made  incredible  progress.  In  Kansas  City  I 
told  the  American  people  I  would  not  concede  a  single  vote,  I  would  not  con- 
cede a  single  State.  I  don't  intend  to  concede  Michigan.  We  are  going  to  win  it 
in  Michigan. 

And  now,  listen  carefully.  You  may  miss  something.  On  the  way  over  here 
from  the  airport,  Betty  and  I  had  a  little  conference.  We  decided  that  all  of  you 
wonderful  people  had  our  personal  invitation  to  come  to  the  inauguration  of 
Jerry  Ford  and  Bob  Dole  on  January  20. 
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There  are  many,  many  issues  that  I  could  discuss,  but  let  me  take  just  two. 
In  the  first  debate  my  opponent  said  there  would  be  a  $60  billion  surplus  in  the 
Federal  Treasury.  He  made  a  commitment.  He  said  if  we  have  a  $60  biUion 
surplus,  we  are  going  to  spend  it  on  program  after  program  after  program. 
That  is  his  point  of  view.  You  know  what  I  said  in  that  first  debate  ?  I  said  if 
there  is  a  $60  billion  surplus,  I  am  going  to  give  it  back  to  the  American  people 
in  a  tax  reduction. 

On  taxes — I  believe  the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  The  middle-income 
taxpayer  in  America  has  been  shortchanged,  and  we  are  going  to  change  it  in 
the  next  Congress-  Jerry  Ford  is  for  the  little  taxpayer,  and  he  is  opposed  to  the 
big  tax  spender.  On  taxes — the  last  couple  of  days  my  opponent  has  said  per- 
haps we  can  have  a  tax  reduction.  My  opponent  has  said  if,  if,  if,  if  we  can 
have  a  tax  reduction. 

I  will  tell  you  where  I  stand.  I  have  been  consistent.  I  have  been  firm.  The 
American  people,  the  middle-class  people,  the  middle-class  taxpayers  need  tax 
relief,  and  they  are  going  to  get  it  under  Jerry  Ford.  As  a  matter  of  fact — again, 
listen  now,  listen,  because  this  affects  you — last  January,  as  Bob  Griffin,  Marv 
Esch,  and  all  the  other  fine  Members  of  Congress  know,  I  recommended  to  the 
Congress  that  the  Congress,  in  order  to  give  equity  and  fairness  to  the  middle- 
income  taxpayer,  we  should  increase  the  personal  exemption  from  $750  to  $1,000. 

The  other  day  I  was  walking  through  a  plant,  talking  to  people  on  the  pro- 
duction line,  and  one  of  the  men  said,  "President  Ford,  what  will  you  do  for  me 
and  my  family?"  I  said,  "Well,  how  many  kids  you  got?"  He  said  three.  I  said, 
"You  got  a  wife?"  He  said,  "Sure,  and  I  love  her."  Then  I  said,  "All  right."  I 
said,  "If  the  Congress  had  been  responsible  in  the  last  session  and  done  what 
I  recommended  they  do,  you,  next  April,  when  you  made  out  that  income  tax 
return,  could  have  taken  $1,250  more  in  personal  exemption,  and  you  could  have 
spent  it  instead  of  having  some  bureaucrat  spend  it  out  of  Washington,  D.C." 

Listen  to  this — you  are  a  great  audience,  I  love  you — when  Congress  recon- 
venes next  January  3,  I  am  going  to  have  that  tax  reduction  proposal  on  their 
desk.  Now,  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1977,  we  will  have  it  on  their  desk  in  1978. 
But  if  they  don't  pass  it  in  1978,  you  and  I  are  going  to  go  out  and  beat  them  in 
the  1978  election. 

Let's  talk  about  one  other  big  issue.  I  am  the  first  President — and  I  am  proud 
to  say  it — who  can  stand  before  the  American  people  since  Dwight  D.  Eisen- 
hower and  say  America  is  at  peace.  But  we  are  at  peace  in  America  because 


2833 


[1008]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  November  1 

America  is  strong.  Our  Army,  our  Navy,  our  Air  Force,  our  Marines  are  number 
one,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  them  number  one. 

Now,  my  opponent,  he  wants  to  cut  the  defense  budget  by  $5  billion  or  maybe 
$15  billion.  Let  me  tell  you,  that  is  too  big  a  gamble  for  the  security  of  the 
United  States,  and  President  Ford  won't  take  that  gamble.  One  of  the  greatest 
accomplishments  of  this  administration  is  that  because  we  are  strong,  strong 
internally  and  strong  externally,  there  is  not  a  single  young  American  fighting 
or  dying  on  any  foreign  soil  tonight,  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it  that  way. 

On  August  9,  1974,  I  stood  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House  and  took 
the  oath  of  office.  Betty  held  the  Bible.  After  that  was  over  and  as  I  realized  the 
troubled  times  we  were  in — with  inflation  over  12  percent,  with  America  still 
involved  in  Vietnam,  with  us  on  the  brink  of  the  worst  recession  in  40  years, 
and  trust  and  confidence  in  the  White  House  gone — I  made  a  few  remarks  to 
the  American  people.  I  said,  among  other  things,  "I  know  that  you  have  not 
confirmed  me  by  your  ballots,  but  I  ask  you  to  confirm  me  by  your  prayers." 

In  those  2  tough  years  since  August  9,  we  have  made  incredible  progress  in 
this  great  country.  Reflect  for  a  minute  on  our  200th  birthday.  It  was  a  great 
occasion,  where  all  over  America  we  found  that  there  was  a  new  togetherness. 
We  could  disagree  without  being  disagreeable.  We  could  move  forward  as  we 
have,  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  arm  in  arm.  That  spirit  is  infectious,  and 
America  is  on  the  move.  I  thought  then — as  I  did  on  August  9 — how  wonderful 
the  people  of  Michigan  have  been  to  give  me  the  chance  to  serve  not  only 
Michigan  but  to  serve  the  people  of  50  States.  Everything  I  have  in  politics 
comes  from  you,  and  I  express  my  deepest  appreciation  and  gratitude. 

But  now  we  have  that  crucial  decision  to  make.  America  is  respected.  Some 
of  you  may  have  seen  those  "Tall  Ships"  in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  Ship  after 
ship,  from  country  after  country,  had  come  to  pay  respect  to  the  greatest  coun- 
try in  the  history  of  mankind,  the  United  States  of  America. 

Now,  between  right  this  minute  and  8  tomorrow  night,  you  have  that  critical 
decision  to  make.  Tomorrow,  yes,  you  can  confirm  me  by  your  prayers — and 
your  prayers  truly  help — ^but  now  you  have  the  opportunity  to  confirm  me  with 
your  ballots.  I  ask  for  your  support,  and  I  promise  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  I  will  not  let  you  down. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:38  p.m.  at  Wonderland  Center. 
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Remarks  at  a  Rally  on  Arrival  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan.     November  1,  1976 

WOULD  you  please  be  very  quiet  for  just  a  minute  ?  I  would  hope  that  we  might 
even  hear  a  pin  drop. 

I  don't  think  that  I  can  adequately  express  in  words  tonight  Betty's  appre- 
ciation and  mine  for  this  tremendous  welcome  to  the  home  that  we  love  so 
much,  Grand  Rapids. 

I  have  made  a  lot  of  speeches,  and  this  is  the  hardest  one  to  make,  because  as 
I  look  out  in  this  audience  and  as  I  saw  so  many  people  as  we  came  down  Monroe 
Avenue— Democrats,  Independents,  Republicans— people  that  Betty  and  I  lived 
with,  that  Betty  and  I  love,  that  I  tried  to  help  over  the  years  when  I  had  the 
honor  of  representing  this  great  congressional  district,  I  could  tell  you  some 
stories  about  how  the  tough  problems  came  to  our  office.  And  we  never  asked 
the  person  that  walked  in  that  office  whether  he  or  she  was  a  Democrat  or  a 
Republican.  We  said,  what  can  we  do  to  help  you,  and  that  is  the  way  I  want 
to  be  your  President. 

You  know,  those  wonderful  experiences  over  a  period  of  time,  of  taking  that 
trailer  down  through  Ottawa  County,  Ionia  County,  Kent  County,  and  sitting 
and  listening  to  wonderful  people  who  had  a  problem,  who  wanted  to  give  me  a 
litde  trouble,  give  me  a  hard  time — and  they  did — but  also  we  had  a  couple  of 
friends  that  might  come  in  and  say  nice  things  about  us.  But  the  wonderful  ex- 
perience of  representing  the  Fifth  Congressional  District  will  be  something  that 
I  will  never  forget,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  opportunity. 

You  know,  I  had  a  speech  I  was  going  to  make,  but  I  threw  it 
away.  [Laughter] 

But  I  have  got  a  couple  of  friends  that  I  would  like  to  introduce  to  you 
and  to  suggest  that  you  can  help  me  if  you  help  them.  First,  I  would  like  to 
recommend,  because  I  know  him,  because  I  know  the  job  he  has  done  in 
Congress,  I  would  like  to  recommend  to  you  that  you  vote  tomorrow  for  Marv 
Esch  for  the  United  States  Senate.  Then  I  would  equally  say  it  would  be  very 
helpful  to  me  as  your  next  President  if  you  would  send  Hal  Sawyer  to  represent 
you  here  in  the  Fifth  District. 

As  we  came  off  the  expressway,  we  went  down  College  Avenue  and  Betty 
said,  "I  went  to  Fountain  School."  We  went  right  by  it.  Then  we  went  by 
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Central  High  School,  but  then,  you  know,  I  said  to  her,  "Well,  South  High, 
that  was  a  great  school,  too."  [Laughter^ 

But  anyhow.  Grand  Rapids,  Kent  County,  Ottawa  County,  Ionia,  well,  all 
of  them — ^western  Michigan  can  make  the  difference  and  this  is  what  I  want 
you  to  know  and  what  I  think  it  is  all  about  tomorrow. 

You  know,  on  August  9,  1974, 1  was  sworn  in  as  your  President.  You  know 
better  than  anybody  in  this  country,  I  never  sought  the  office,  but  circumstances 
put  me  in  the  position  where  I  stood  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House. 
Betty  held  the  Bible  open;  I  put  my  hand  on  it.  I  took  the  oath  of  office  at  a 
tough  time,  when  there  had  been  a  great  loss  of  trust  in  the  White  House  it- 
self. We  had  high  inflation.  We  were  on  the  brink  of  a  recession.  We  were  still 
involved  in  Vietnam.  But  with  some  apprehension  I  walked  over  to  the  Oval 
Office.  But  before  doing  so,  I  said  to  all  Americans,  not  just  to  you  from  here, 
that  you  had  not  elected  me  by  your  ballots,  but  I  prayed  that  you  would  con- 
firm me  with  your  prayers.  And  you  did. 

We  went  through  troubled  times  for  the  last  2  years.  But  because  you  stood 
with  me,  because  you  prayed  with  me,  because  you  believed  in  America,  because 
you  had  strength  and  faith — and  215  million  other  Americans — we  have  turned 
things  around,  and  yjt  see  brighter  skies,  and  we  see  greater  opportunity.  We 
see,  as  we  saw  on  July  4,  when  there  was  a  great  spirit  that  was  expressed  in 
America,  our  200th  birthday,  all  of  a  sudden,  Americans — Democrats,  Inde- 
pendents, and  Republicans — came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  not  only  could 
read  history — and  it  was  a  great  history — but  more  importantly,  together,  re- 
gardless of  our  political  persuasion,  we  could  write  history  for  the  third  cen- 
tury of  America's  great  history,  and  we  will. 

It  is  so  nice  to  be  back  here  where  I  see  Bill  Milliken,  I  see  Bob  Griffin,  I  see 
Bob  VanderLaan,^  I  see  all  the  people  that  I  grew  up  with,  that  Betty  grew  up 
with.  You  know,  it  is  hard  to  express  one's  deep  sentiments  about  a  com- 
munity and  an  area  that  has  been  so  good  to  us. 

So,  as  I  conclude  these  totally  prepared  remarks — {laughter^ — tomorrow 
each  and  every  one  of  you  have  a  great  decision  to  make.  I  suspect  it  might  be 
the  right  one. 

Let  me  conclude  with  just  this  final  comment:  Betty  and  I  have  been  honored 
to  represent  this  part  of  the  country — but  all  America — in  the  White  House 
during  the  last  2  years,  and  they  have  been  troubled,  and  they  have  been  tough. 
But  we  kept  the  ship  of  state  on  the  right  course,  and  I  tried  to  keep  a  firm, 
commonsense  hand  at  the  tiller.  And  the  net  result  is,  things  have  turned 

^  Governor  of  Michigan,  U.S.  Representative,  and  Michigan  State  Senator,  respectively. 
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around.  America  has  made  incredible  progress  in  the  last  2  years.  But  we  are 
just  moving.  We  are  going  to  get  better.  We  are  going  to  make  America  what 
our  forefathers  said  it  would  be. 

When  I  was  sworn  in,  I  asked  for  your  prayers.  I  said  you  hadn't  elected  me. 
But  tomorrow  all  of  you  in  this  great  area  of  western  Michigan  can  really  de- 
cide the  election.  You  can  decide  the  election  in  Michigan. 

In  Kansas  City  I  said  I  wouldn't  concede  a  single  vote,  I  wouldn't  concede 
a  single  State — and  I  don't  concede  Michigan  to  the  opposition.  Western  Michi- 
gan can  turn  the  tide.  Western  Michigan  can  decide  the  fate  of  the  next  4  years 
in  this  country.  It  will  make  the  difference  in  Michigan.  It  will  make  the  differ- 
ence in  the  election. 

And  so,  I  say  to  you  calmly,  from  the  depth  of  my  appreciation:  Tomorrow, 
yes,  I  want  your  prayers  for  confirmation,  but  tomorrow  I  ask  that  you  confirm 
me  with  your  votes,  and  I  won't  let  you  down.  I  promise  that. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  8:20  p.m.  at  the  Pantlind  Hotel,  following  a  parade  motorcade  from  the 
Kent  County  Airport. 
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Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  Gerald  R.  Ford 
Health  and  Physical  Education  Building  at  Grand  Rapids 
Junior  College.     November  1,  1976 

Thanl{  you  very  much,  Phil,  Congressman  Guy  Vander  Jagt,  Mr.  Godfrey,  rev- 
erend clergy,  students,  faculty  and  guests: 

You  don't  know  how  much  it  means  to  Betty  and  to  myself  to  come  home 
and  see  this  wonderful  turnout.  Of  course,  the  welcome  we  received  from  the 
airport  to  the  Pantlind  Hotel  will  be  indelibly  impressed  on  our  minds.  I  saw, 
as  Betty  did,  literally  thousands  of  people  that  we  grew  up  with.  She  went  to 
Central,  and  I  went  to  South,  but  we  get  along  pretty  well  and  have  for  28 
years. 

But  mainly  to  see  the  great  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  Grand  Rapids 
since  we  were  young — this  is  a  great  and  growing  community.  It  has  the  same 
strong  character  that  it  has  always  had,  but  it  has  changed  with  the  times. 

I  can  vividly  recall  when  I  got  through  South  High  in  1931.  Those  were 
tough  times.  A  few  of  you  can  remember  them.  I  literally  almost  had  an  op- 
portunity to  come  to  Grand  Rapids  Junior  College,  and  I  knew  what  a  great 
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president  of  the  junior  college  there  was  in  Arthur  Andrews.  But  an  old  and 
dear  friend  of  mine,  the  principal  at  South  High,  he  somehow  found  in  the 
bookstore's  student  loan  fund  100  bucks  so  I  could  pay  my  tuition  to  go  to  the 
University  of  Michigan. 

But  I  always  had  a  fond,  fond  memory  of  the  junior  college,  and  Betty  just 
lived  around  the  corner  from  here.  But  this  is  one  of  the  great  junior  colleges  of 
this  country.  I  can  recall  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  about  10 
years  ago  when  there  was  a  movement  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
expand  what  they  called  then  community  colleges.  They  talked  about  what  they 
would  do  and  how  they  had  a  great  role  to  play  in  the  educational  system  of 
this  country.  I  said,  "Heck,  we  got  the  best  doggone  junior  college  in  the  coun- 
try. We  proved  it  in  Grand  Rapids." 

So,  I  had  a  little  connection  with  athletics.  I  played  football  at  South  back 
when  the  ball  was  round.  [Laughter^  Paul  Goebel  used  to  give  me  a  hard  time 
when  he  was  officiating  and  tell  me  to  kind  of  obey  the  rules  a  little  bit.  But 
we  used  to  like  to  win,  and  that  is  what  this  country  is  all  about — competition. 
It  is  good  for  America;  it  is  good  for  schools;  it  is  good  for  students;  it  is  good 
for  us.  And  that  is  what  makes  America  great  today. 

Although  Arthur  Andrews  was  a  super,  super  president,  Frank  McCarthy 
did  a  tremendous  job.  And  now  you  have  a  fine  president  in  President  [Rich- 
ard] Calkins,  and  I  congratulate  all  of  you.  I  know  the  board  of  education 
kind  of  stretched  the  rules  a  bit,  but  I  am  deeply  grateful  that  there  will  always 
be  my  imprimatur  on  this  wonderful  facility  of  health  and  recreation  and 
physical  education. 

I  happen  to  believe  that  your  gymnasium,  your  natatorium,  your  handball 
courts,  your  other  facilities  here  will  contribute  significantly  to  the  kind  of 
development,  physically  as  well  as  mentally,  and  I  happen  to  believe  that  in 
the  world  we  live  today  you  have  got  to  be  strong  physically  as  well  as 
mentally. 

This  facility  represents  the  best,  and  it  came  from  the  people  of  Grand  Rap- 
ids, the  people  who  have  been  for  so  long  so  generous  in  making  this  a  great 
community.  And  that  is  why  Betty  and  I  love  the  community  and  love  you 
all. 

But  I  would  be  remiss  if  I  didn't  mention  one  other  name.  He  was  close  to 
me,  although  he  never  coached  me.  But  there  is  one  person  I  think  whose 
name  is  likewise  indelibly  impressed  upon  the  history  of  this  great  institution, 
and  that  is  John  Boss,  one  of  the  great,  great  members  of  the  teaching  profes- 
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sion.  He  may  not  be  remembered  by  the  younger,  but  by  some  of  us  he  was 
a  super  guy. 

So,  either  educationally  or  athletically,  you  are  number  one,  we  are  proud 
of  you,  and  I  am  indebted  to  all  of  you  for  making  it  possible  for  my  name  to 
be  identified  with  this  great  institution  and  this  wonderful  facility. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   10:10  p.m.  In  his       and    Richard    Godfrey,    president    of    the    Grand 
opening  remarks,  he  referred   to  Phillip  E.   Run-       Rapids  Junior  College   Faculty  Association, 
kel,  superintendent  of  schools   for  Grand  Rapids, 
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Remarks  on  the  Eve  of  the  Presidential  Election. 
November  1,  1976 

[Recorded  October  30,  1976.  Released  November  1,  1976] 

TOMORROW  is  a  very  crucial  election.  But  tonight  America  is  strong,  Amer- 
ica is  free,  America  is  on  the  move.  But  2  years  ago  America  v^as  in  deep 
trouble.  When  I  became  President,  inflation  w^as  over  12  percent.  We  w^ere  on 
the  brink  of  a  serious  recession,  the  v^orst  in  40  years.  There  had  been  a  loss 
of  trust  in  the  White  House  itself.  We  w^ere  still  involved  in  Vietnam. 

When  I  took  the  oath  of  office  in  August  of  1974,  I  said  I  had  not  been 
elected  by  your  ballots,  but  I  asked  that  you  confirm  me  by  your  prayers.  Those 
prayers  really  helped. 

In  the  meantime  America  has  turned  around.  I  put  the  ship  of  state  on  an 
even  keel.  I  held  a  firm  hand  on  the  tiller  for  a  steady  course.  Today  we  are 
doing  much,  much  better.  The  rate  of  inflation  has  been  cut  by  more  than  50 
percent.  The  job  picture  is  getting  better.  We  have  added  4  million  more  jobs 
in  the  last  18  months.  Eighty-eight  million  people  are  working  today.  We 
have  restored  confidence  and  trust  in  the  White  House  itself,  and  America 
is  at  peace.  Not  a  single  young  American  is  fighting  or  dying  on  any  foreign 
soil  tonight,  and  I  will  keep  it  that  way  for  the  next  4  years. 

We  have  two  major  problems:  One,  to  keep  America  strong,  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  any  adversary,  to  strengthen  our  alliances.  And  I  pledge  to  you 
that  the  United  States  will  remain  number  one.  Our  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force, 
and  Marines  will  be  the  best,  as  they  are  today.  Some  people  have  wanted  to 
cut  the  defense  budget.  That  would  be  a  big  gamble.  I  believe  that  the  way  to 
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keep  the  peace  is  to  keep  strong,  but  in  order  to  keep  our  domestic  economy 
strong,  we  need  additional  tax  reduction. 

Last  January  I  told  the  Congress  they  should  cut  your  personal  taxes.  I  think 
the  best  tax  reform  is  tax  reduction.  I  recommended  that  your  personal  exemp- 
tion be  increased  from  $750  to  $1,000.  Congress  didn't  do  its  job,  but  on  January 
3,  when  Congress  comes  back,  I  will  have  the  tax  reduction  proposal  on  their 
desks  so  that  they  can  give  the  middle-income  taxpayer,  who  has  been  short- 
changed, the  kind  of  tax  reduction  that  that  group  in  our  society  so  badly 
needs. 

But,  in  addition,  we  have  some  other  problems.  We  will  do  a  better  job  in 
the  next  4  years  in  making  certain  that  the  victims  of  crime  are  protected  and 
that  the  criminal  goes  to  jail.  We  will  do  a  better  job  to  help  our  older  people, 
who  have  earned  our  respect  and  our  support.  We  will  do  a  better  job  in  meet- 
ing some  of  the  problems  of  our  major  metropolitan  areas. 

We  have  a  lot  of  things  to  do,  but  we  are  in  shape  to  do  it  now  that  we  are 
over  the  hump  of  the  tough  last  2  years. 

So,  we  come  to  the  final  round  in  this  election.  I  want  your  prayers,  as  you 
gave  them  to  me  2  years  ago.  But  I  would  hope  that  you  would  confirm  me 
this  time  by  your  ballots.  I  promise  you,  I  pledge  you,  that  I  will  not  let  you 
down. 

Thank  you,  and  good  night. 

note:  The  President's  remarks  were  recorded  aboard  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  remarks  were  broadcast  on 
Air   Force  One   while   flying  from   Houston,   Tex.,       radio  and  television. 

1012 

Remarks  While  Awaiting  Presidential  Election  Results. 
November  2,  1976 

IN  THESE  last  hours  I'd  like  to  share  with  you  some  personal  thoughts  about 
today's  election.  To  all  of  us,  the  outcome  is  important,  because  the  choice  is 
final. 

I  believe  I  offer  experienced  leadership;  you  will  have  to  decide  whether  my 
opponent  can  make  the  same  claim.  I  think  my  approach  could  properly  be 
called  steady  and  dependable;  it  is  my  opinion  that,  even  as  I  speak  to  you, 
his  claims  are  unclear  and  untested.  To  single  out  just  one  issue,  my  course 
promises  a  lid  on  spending  and  a  tax  cut  for  every  American  family;  Mr. 
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Carter's  approach  shifts  with  the  wind,  leaving  me  with  the  feeUng  that  we, 
the  American  people,  could  be  left  high  and  dry. 

To  stay  on  our  steady  and  dependable  course,  I  need  your  help;  I  need  your 
vote.  To  me  it  is  more  than  a  choice  between  different  approaches  to  govern- 
ment; it  is  the  test  of  our  political  system,  a  test  of  the  qualities  we  Americans 
seek  in  our  leadership. 

For  these  past  2  years  I  have  been  careful  never  to  promise  what  I  could  not 
deliver.  It  has  been  my  goal  to  inspire  your  confidence  in  America  through 
solid  performance  rather  than  through  mere  words.  And  in  these  past  2  years 
I  think  America  has  come  a  long  way  back:  We're  at  peace  in  our  world,  we 
have  peace  of  mind  here  at  home,  inflation  has  been  cut  in  half,  we've  set  a 
peacetime  record  of  4  million  new  jobs  in  17  months,  and  honor  has  been  re- 
stored to  the  White  House.  I'm  proud  of  that  extraordinary  comeback,  and  I 
think  America  should  be  too.  You  all  did  it.  And  I  think  we  can  be  proud. 

So  now  that  our  comeback  has  brought  us  to  the  threshold  of  a  better  quality 
of  life,  the  choice  is  yours  to  make.  I  hope  you  will  choose  continued  leadership. 
This  is  my  fondest  hope:  to  continue  to  serve  the  people  of  this  country  that 
has  blessed  me  in  so  many  ways. 

The  White  House  has  affected  every  person  ever  to  serve  in  it.  Many  have 
added  to  its  wisdom.  Some  have  succumbed  to  its  power.  Most  have  risen  to  its 
challenge.  In  my  own  case  perhaps  it  is  the  unique  conditions  of  my  service 
that  have  most  influenced  my  thoughts.  Perhaps  only  one  who  came  to  the 
Presidency  without  being  elected  can  care  as  deeply  as  I  do  to  use  that  power 
without  ever  abusing  your  trust.  Perhaps  only  one  who  has  served  as  your 
President  without  your  mandate  can  desire  as  strongly  as  I  do  to  serve  as  your 
President  with  your  mandate. 

This  election  comes  at  the  end  of  our  second  century  and  also  at  the  begin- 
ning of  what  can  be  a  new  generation  of  freedom  where  individual  Americans 
can  know  the  blessings  of  freedom  without  the  intrusions  of  a  government 
trying  to  be  all  things  to  all  people. 

note:  The  address  was  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  Radio  Network.  The  text  of  the  remarks  was  released 
at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
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Remarks  at  an  Unveiling  Ceremony  for  the  Gerald  R.  Ford 
Mural  in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.    November  2,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much,  Guy,  Bobbie  Butler,  Dave  Menhey,  and,  of  course, 
Paul  Collins,  reverend  clergy,  ladies  and  gentlemen — and  I  understand  Bob 
Griffin  is  somewhere  in  the  midst  here — and  Bob,  of  course: 

After  the  comments  made  by  Bobbie  Butler,  the  comments  by  Paul  Collins 
and  those  by  Guy  Vander  Jagt,  I'm  just  overwhelmed.  And  if  I  had  any  good 
sense,  I'd  sit  down.  [Laughter^  But  I  do  feel  an  obligation  to  thank  many,  many 
people  here,  and  I'll  try  and  condense  it. 

First,  I  want  to  thank  the  Bethel  Pentecostal  Church  Choir  for  the  concert 
they  put  on  and  the  singing  they've  done  here  this  morning.  I  thank  you  very, 
very  much. 

Then,  I  understand  that  the  students  at  the  Jefferson  Elementary  School  went 
out  and  sold  popsicles  to  try  and  raise  money  to  make  this  mural  a  reality.  I 
want  to  thank  all  of  them  and  express  to  them  my  deep  appreciation  for  their 
special  effort. 

As  I  was  sitting  here  and  looking  at  what  Paul  Collins  has  done,  obviously 
it  brought  back  many,  many,  many  memories,  and  I  could  tell  a  little  story 
about  each  and  every  one  of  them.  Those  details  aren't  important.  It's  what 
Paul  has  so  beautifully  indicated  there,  that's  what  means  so  much  to  me. 

Paul,  I  just  can't  adequately  express  my  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  you  for 
bringing  my  life  to  this  wonderful  airport  and  for  so  many  people  to  see.  But 
the  main  thing  is — and  I  think  I  express  it  for  Betty — it  expresses  our  lives,  not 
only  our  lives  and  that  of  Mike,  Jack,  Steve,  and  Susan  but  our  personal 
relationship  with  so  many  of  you  here  and  so  many  thousands  who  aren't  here 
who  we  grew  up  with,  who  we  consider  our  friends,  regardless  of  respective 
circumstances  in  life  or  regardless  of  political  ideology. 

I  could  take  hours  to  relate  some  wonderful  experiences  that  I've  had  in 
my  lifetime  here  in  Grand  Rapids,  Kent  County,  Ottawa  County,  Ionia  County, 
the  State  of  Michigan.  But  there  are  two  people  I  would  like  to  mention.  I  guess 
the  name  will  be  "The  Gerald  R.  Ford  Mural."  And  in  the  years  to  come,  I 
expect  to  come  by  and  come  in  and  out  of  this  airport,  and  I  will  see  that  mural. 
But  it  will  mean  much  to  me  because  of  the  name  Gerald  R.  Ford  and  Dorothy 
Ford,  my  mother  and  father.  I  owe  everything  to  them  and  to  the  training,  the 
love,  the  leadership.  And  what  has  ever  been  done  by  me  in  any  way  whatso- 
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ever,  it's  because  of  Jerry  Ford,  Senior,  and  Dorothy  Ford.  And  that's  what  that 
mural  will  always  mean  to  me  in  the  years  ahead. 

So,  I  thank  you  all  and  express  to  you  as  deeply  as  I  can,  to  Dave,  to  Paul,  to 
Bobbie,  and  to  Guy,  of  course,  who  had  really  the  inspiration  to  start  it  all,  but 
mainly  to  all  of  you  who  mean  so  much  to  Betty  and  myself. 

Thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  11:42  a.m.  in  the  In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred 

passenger   building   at   the   Kent   County   Airport,  to  Representative   Guy  Vander  Jagt,   Mrs.   Bobbie 

where  an   8-by-l 8-foot  mural   depicting  stages   of  Butler,    chairman,    and    David    Mehney,    finance 

the  President's  life  was  unveiled  and  presented  to  chairman,  the  Gerald  R.  Ford  Mural  Committee, 

the  President  by  artist  Paul  Collins.  and  Senator  Robert  B.  Griffin. 
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Remarks  on  the  Presidential  Election  Results  and  Telegram 
Congratulating  President-elect  Jimmy  Carter  on  His  Victory. 
November  3,  1976 

IT  IS  perfectly  obvious  that  my  voice  isn't  up  to  par,  and  I  shouldn't  be  making 
very  many  comments,  and  I  v^on't.  But  I  did  v^ant  Betty,  Mike,  Jack,  Steve, 
Susan,  and  Gayle  to  come  down  with  me  and  to  listen  while  Betty  read  a  state- 
ment that  I  have  sent  to  Governor  Carter.  I  guess  Ron  ^  has  told  you  that  I 
called  him. 

But  I  do  want  to  express  on  a  personal  basis  my  appreciation  and  that  of  my 
family  for  the  friendship  that  all  of  us  have  had.  And  after  Betty  reads  the 
statement  that  was  sent  to  Governor  Carter  by  me,  I  think  all  of  us — Betty,  the 
children,  and  myself — would  like  to  just  come  down  and  shake  hands  and 
express  our  appreciation  personally. 

Let  me  call  on  the  real  spokesman  for  the  family.  Betty. 

Mrs.  Ford.  The  President  asked  me  to  tell  you  that  he  telephoned  President- 
elect Carter  a  short  time  ago  and  congratulated  him  on  his  victory. 

The  President  also  wants  to  thank  all  those  thousands  of  people  who  worked 
so  hard  on  his  behalf  and  the  miUions  who  supported  him  with  their  votes.  It 
has  been  the  greatest  honor  of  my  husband's  life  to  have  served  his  fellow 
Americans  during  2  of  the  most  difficult  years  in  our  history. 

The  President  urges  all  Americans  to  join  him  in  giving  your  united  support 
to  President-elect  Carter  as  he  prepares  to  assume  his  new  responsibilities. 


^  Ron  Nessen,  Press  Secretary  to  the  President. 
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I  would  like  to  read  you  the  telegram  the  President  sent  to  President-elect 
Carter  this  morning. 

[At  this  point,  Mrs.  Ford  read  the  telegram,  the  text  of  which  follows:] 

Dear  Jimmy: 

It  is  apparent  now  that  you  have  won  our  long  and  intense  struggle  for  the  Presidency.  I  congratulate  you 
on  your  victory. 

As  one  who  has  been  honored  to  serve  the  people  of  this  great  land,  both  in  Congress  and  as  President, 
I  believe  that  we  must  now  put  the  divisions  of  the  campaign  behind  us  and  unite  the  country  once  again  in 
the  common  pursuit  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Although  there  will  continue  to  be  disagreements  over  the  best  means  to  use  in  pursuing  our  goals,  I  want 
to  assure  you  that  you  will  have  my  complete  and  wholehearted  support  as  you  take  the  oath  of  office  this 
January. 

I  also  pledge  to  you  that  I,  and  all  members  of  my  Administration,  will  do  all  that  we  can  to  insure  that 
you  begin  your  term  as  smoothly  and  as  effectively  as  possible. 

May  God  bless  you  and  your  family  as  you  undertake  your  new  responsibilities. 

Signed,  '']txry  Ford." 
Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:14  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Memorandum  Establishing  a  Federal  Energy  Management 
Program.     November  4,  1976 

Memorandum  for  the  Heads  of  Executive  Departments  and  Agencies 

Since  1973,  the  Executive  Branch  of  the  Federal  Government  has  taken  the 
lead  in  conserving  energy.  In  fiscal  year  1976,  Federal  agencies'  energy  con- 
servation efforts  resulted  in  savings  equivalent  to  over  285,000  barrels  of  oil  per 
day. 

These  impressive  results  are  due  to  dedicated  and  serious  efforts  to  conserve 
energy.  I  commend  you  and  your  employees  for  fine  achievement  and  the 
example  it  sets  for  all  Americans. 

For  FY  1977, 1  am  establishing  a  Federal  energy  conservation  goal  of  using  no 
more  energy  than  w^as  actually  used  during  FY  1975. 1  am  asking  each  of  you  to: 
(1)  establish  specific  plans  for  energy  savings  during  the  coming  year,  and  (2) 
examine  all  of  your  facilities  and  operations  for  both  short  and  longer  term 
energy  conservation  potential  and  undertake,  w^ithin  your  existing  budgetary 
levels,  cost-effective  projects  w^herever  possible. 

I  am  also  directing  the  Administrators  of  the  Federal  Energy  Administration 
and  the  General  Services  Administration  to  v^ork  with  you  to  establish  individual 
agency  targets  and  to  identify  energy  conservation  projects  so  as  to  assure  that 
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overall  Executive  Branch  goals  W\\\  be  achieved.  In  addition,  the  Office  of  Man- 
agement and  Budget  v^ill  provide  guidance  concerning  budgeting  procedures 
for  projects  and  activities  in  FY  1979  and  beyond. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Remarks  at  a  Meeting  With  Members  of  the  Cabinet. 

November  5,  1976 

Good  morning. 

It  v^ouldn't  be  honest  if  I  didn't  say  that  I  appreciate  the  warm  applause, 
and  because  of  the  voice,  I'm  not  going  to  make  a  big  speech.  But  I  do  want  to 
thank  each  and  every  one  of  you  for  the  quality  of  the  job  you've  done,  the 
high  quality  of  the  people  who  sit  at  this  table,  and  the  results  that  I  think 
we've  achieved.  I  strongly  think  that  in  this  2-year  period,  we  have  made  very 
significant  progress.  And  a  great  deal  of  that  is  the  result  of  what  all  of  you  have 
done  and  the  people  associated  with  you. 

So,  we  lost  a  close  one,  but  we  have  no  apologies.  And  I'm  very  grateful  for 
the  48  or  49  percent  that  supported  us.  And  until  January  20,  we're  going  to  be 
working  at  the  job. 

I  thank  you  all  very,  very  much,  and  I'm  proud  that  you  all  were  working 
with  me  and  doing  a  fine  job. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

The  Vice  President.  Mr.  President,  I  would  say  that  I  think  history  is  going 
to  show  that  during  the  most  difficult  crisis  this  country  faced,  you  rose  to  the 
highest  office  of  the  land  as  President.  You  took  us  out  of  a  period  of  crisis,  of 
disillusionment,  of  discouragement.  Where  the  economy  was  going  downhill, 
you  turned  it  around.  You  restored  faith  in  America,  faith  in  the  White  House, 
respect.  The  economy  is  on  the  upswing,  our  position  in  the  world  is  clear,  and 
it  is  thanks  to  you.  And  as  a  citizen  I'd  like  to  say  thank  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  1 1 :05  a.m.  in  the  Cabinet  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Rescissions  and  Deferrals.     November  3,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  am  withdrawing 
one  previously  proposed  rescission  and  reporting  three  new  deferrals.  In  addi- 
tion, I  am  reporting  revisions  to  two  deferrals  previously  transmitted. 

The  withdrawal  is  for  the  highway  crossing  federal  projects  program  of  the 
Federal  Highway  Administration.  The  three  new  deferrals,  totaling  $980.8 
million  affect  programs  of  the  Departments  of  Defense,  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare,  and  the  Treasury.  The  revised  deferrals  are  for  programs  in  the 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  and  reflect  routine  increases  in 
the  amounts  previously  deferred. 

The  details  of  the  rescission  withdrawal  and  each  deferral  are  contained  in 
the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

November  5,  1976. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  rescission  and  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  Novem- 
ber 5,  1976  (41  FR  49784). 
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Statement  on  the  Death  of  Alexander  Calder. 
November  11,  1976 

IT  WAS  v^ith  the  deepest  regret  that  I  learned  of  the  death  of  Alexander 
Calder,  whose  universally  recognized  creativity  in  art  brought  joy  to  millions. 

Mr.  Calder's  sculpture  and  innovative  art  forms  helped  evolve  an  entirely 
ntw  state  of  consciousness  and  demonstrated  v^hat  American  improvization 
could  achieve. 

I  am  proud  that  a  magnificent  Calder  is  on  display  in  my  hometovs^n.  Grand 
Rapids.  It  has  w^on  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  Michiganders,  just  as  the  Calder 
artistry  has  enriched  a  w^orld  that  became  Calder's  universe. 

Art  has  lost  a  genius,  and  the  United  States  has  lost  a  great  American  -who 
contributed  much  to  the  civilization  of  the  20th  century. 
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Mrs.  Ford  joins  me  in  sending  our  condolences  to  Mrs.  Calder  and  the 
family. 

NOTE :  The  statement  was  released  at  Palm  Springs,  Calif. 
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Statement  Announcing  Accomplishments  of  the  Presidential 
Management  Initiatives  Program.     November  18,  1976 

I  AM  pleased  to  announce  today  results  and  accomplishments  from  the  Pres- 
idential Management  Initiatives  program  first  announced  by  me  on  July  23, 
1976. 

As  a  result  of  the  initiatives,  some  begun  earlier,  we  estimate  specific  sav- 
ings to  the  taxpayers  in  1976  to  be  nearly  $500  million:  $284  million  in  reduc- 
tions in  government  travel  costs;  $45  million  in  energy  costs;  $40  million  in 
improved  cash  management;  $12  million  in  reproduction  equipment  and  sup- 
plies; $25  million  through  better  space  utilization  and  field  office  consolidation; 
and  several  hundred  million  from  improved  personnel  management  opera- 
tions. When  added  up,  these  and  other  savings  are  significant.  Widespread 
vs^aste  and  inefficiency  are  among  the  factors  w^hich  diminish  the  public  trust 
and  confidence  in  government. 

In  addition,  v^e  point  proudly  to  the  millions  of  dollars  saved  by  reducing 
Federal  agency  paperwork  and  reporting  burdens;  by  slowing  the  growth  rate 
of  Government  funds  expended  on  automatic  data  processing;  by  maintaining 
Federal  employment  ceilings ;  and  by  bringing  pay  for  Federal  employees  into 
closer  comparability  with  their  private  sector  counterparts.  We  also  look  hope- 
fully at  the  future  savings  to  the  taxpayers  to  be  derived  from  better  agency 
overhead  cost  control  systems,  from  greater  contracting  out  of  in-house  com- 
mercial and  industrial  activities  to  the  private  sector,  and  through  major  re- 
forms taken  in  the  acquisition  and  procurement  activities  of  Federal  agencies. 
These  billions  of  dollars  in  savings,  actual  and  prospective,  mean  a  leaner, 
tighter,  more  efficient  and  more  effective  Government. 

These  initiatives  build  on  a  broad  range  of  proposals  and  actions  begun  early 
on  in  my  administration  directed  at  improving  the  management  of  Govern- 
ment— such  as  block  grants,  regulatory  reform,  improving  management  in 
connection  with  the  annual  budget  process,  reorganizing  and  reorienting  the 
intelligence  community.  At  my  direction  nearly  all  departments  and  agencies 
are  currently  seeking  ways  to  improve  their  decisionmaking  processes  and 
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organizational  structures,  to  improve  evaluations  of  their  programs,  to  reduce 
substantially  the  burdens  imposed  by  Federal  reporting  and  regulations,  to 
hold  dow^n  overhead  costs,  to  increase  the  use  of  the  private  sector  in  carrying 
out  Government's  acquisition  of  goods  and  services,  and  to  improve  personnel 
management. 

Pursuant  to  my  direction,  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  is  issuing 
a  circular  v^hich  w^ill  serve  to  formally  integrate  the  process  for  review^  of 
agency  management  plans  vs^ith  the  annual  preparation  of  the  budget.  I  con- 
sider this  a  very  important  step  tow^ard  better  management  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  look  forv^ard  to  using  the  process  fully  in  connection  w^ith  prep- 
aration of  the  budget  for  fiscal  year  1978,  to  be  submitted  in  January. 

1020 

Remarks  Following  a  Meeting  on  the  Transition  With 
President-elect  Carter.     November  22,  1976 

The  President.  Mr.  Carter  and  myself  have  had  about  an  hour's  discus- 
sion. I  reemphasized  to  Governor  Carter  that  my  administration  w^ould  cooper- 
ate 100  percent  in  making  certain  that  the  transition  from  my  administration  to 
his  administration  v^ould  be  carried  out  in  the  best  interests  of  the  American 
people.  That  is  my  obligation  and  the  obligation  of  those  that  work  w^ith  me, 
because  wt  are  all  interested  in  w^hat  is  best  for  the  United  States.  It  is  my 
judgment  that  the  transition  is  v^orking  smoothly,  but  wt  w^ill  continue  to 
maximize  our  efforts  to  continue  that.  And  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  and  a 
privilege  for  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  to  have  Governor  Carter  and  Mrs.  Carter 
as  our  guests  on  this  occasion. 

President-elect  Carter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President.  There  cannot  have  been 
a  better  demonstration  of  unity  and  friendship  and  good  w^ill  than  has  been 
shov^n  to  me  by  President  Ford  since  the  election.  I  believe  that  this  year's 
debates  and  the  election  itself  has  reached  a  conclusion  v^hich  leaves  our  Nation 
unified.  And  I've  expressed  many  times  in  the  last  fev^  weeks  my  deep  apprecia- 
tion to  President  Ford  for  the  gracious  way  in  which  he  has  welcomed  me  to 
meet  with  his  heads  of  departments  to  teach  me  about  the  future  responsibiUties 
which  I  will  assume. 

It's  very  reassuring  to  me,  and  I  hope  to  the  Nation  and  to  other  nations  in 
the  world,  to  realize  that  the  transition  period  will  be  handled  in  a  way  that's 
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conducive  to  unity,  to  harnessing  the  tremendous  economic  and  poUtical  and 
human  strength  of  our  country.  And  I  beUeve  that  the  transition  will  be  one 
which  will  be  conducive  to  peace  in  our  own  Nation  and  peace  around  the 
world. 

And  I'd  like  to  again  express  my  thanks  to  President  Ford  and  to  Mrs.  Ford 
for  being  so  good  to  us.  My  wife  and  Mrs.  Ford  had  a  chance  to  visit  this 
afternoon.  Rosalynn  has  gone  back  to  Georgia,  and  I  will  be  staying  up  here 
until  tomorrow.  But  I  do  thank  you  again,  President  Ford,  for  making  it 
possible  for  me  to  learn  in  this  way  and  for  being  so  hospitable  to  me  and  my 
wife. 

note:    The  President   spoke   at   4:45   p.m.   on   the  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

South  Drive  at  the  White  House.  the  White  House  press  release. 

1021 

Message  to  President  Valery  Giscard  d'Estaing  of 
France  on  the  Death  of  Andre  Malraux. 
November  23,  1976 

IN  BEHALF  of  the  American  people,  I  extend  my  deepest  sympathy  to  you 
and  to  the  people  of  France  on  the  passing  of  Andr^  Malraux. 

France  has  lost  one  of  her  finest  sons.  Modern  civiUzation  has  lost  a  dynamic 
and  creative  spirit.  The  deep  concern  of  Andre  Malraux  for  his  fellow  man,  his 
contributions  to  shaping  a  better  world,  and  his  creativity  as  a  philosopher, 
novelist,  and  historian  will  endure  as  a  lasting  memorial. 

1022 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget  Deferrals. 
December  3,  1976 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  report 
four  new  deferrals  of  funds  totaling  $3.7  billion.  Funds  deferred  were  appro- 
priated for  the  Department  of  Labor,  two  International  Security  Assistance 
programs,  and  ACTION. 

In  addition,  I  am  reporting  revisions  to  two  deferrals  previously  transmitted. 
The  Department  of  Defense  military  construction  deferral  is  increased  by  $259.4 
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million  and  a  General  Revenue  Sharing  deferral  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  is  increased  by  fU.l  million. 
The  details  of  each  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
December  3,  1976. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  December  3,  1976  (41 
FR  53744). 

1023 

Remarks  of  Welcome  to  Prime  Minister  Giulio  Andreotti  of 
Italy.     December  6,  1976 

PRIME  MINISTER  Andreotti,  I  am  delighted  to  welcome  you  and  your  party 
to  Washington,  D.C.,  our  National  Capital. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I  have  long  looked  forward  to  this  meeting  since  July, 
when  you  took  office  as  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers.  Since  that  time 
you  have  worked  intensely  and  with  great  courage  and  determination  on  the 
difficult  issues  facing  your  nation  and  your  government.  I  am  extremely  pleased 
that  you  have  found  time  for  this  visit  and  for  consultations  on  the  broad 
range  of  interests  shared  by  our  two  governments. 

During  the  last  2  years  the  United  States  and  Italy  have  consulted  at  the 
highest  levels  with  greater  frequency  than  ever  before.  President  Leone's  state 
visit  to  the  United  States  in  1974  was  the  first  state  visit  of  this  administration. 
Our  leaders  have  met  at  NATO  summits  and  economic  summits  and  at  the 
European  Security  Conference.  I  remember  with  great  warmth  my  own  trip  to 
your  country  a  year  and  a  half  ago  and  the  friendship  extended  to  me  on  behalf 
of  the  American  people  by  the  Italian  people  and  by  your  government. 

We  are  friends.  We  are  allies.  We  have  worked  together  and  solved  problems 
together.  We  will  do  so  in  the  future. 

Few  countries  have  so  special  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people. 
The  United  States  and  Italy  are  committed  to  freedom  and  share  a  firm  dedica- 
tion to  democracy.  We  are  both  committed  to  the  strength  of  the  North  Atlantic 
alliance  and  to  the  reduction  of  tensions  which  threaten  international  peace  and 
stability. 

Americans  value  the  constructive  role  of  Italy  in  the  world  today  and  in  the 
past.  We  deeply  appreciate  Italy's  contribution  to  NATO,  your  contribution  to 
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a  stronger  Europe — working  together  with  the  United  States — your  contribu- 
tion to  the  dialog  with  the  developing  nations,  and  your  dedication  to  peace 
and  international  understanding. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  our  two  governments  have  made  it  a  priority  task  to 
strengthen  the  North  Atlantic  alliance.  The  alliance  has  made  progress  in 
strengthening  its  defenses,  standardizing  equipment,  and  coordination  of 
strategies  and  planning.  Nevertheless,  much  more  needs  to  be  done. 

All  of  us  know  that  the  defensive  strength  and  the  cohesion  of  our  alliance 
are  crucial  to  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  that  is  so  critical  to  European  free- 
dom and  international  security.  Our  alliance,  of  course,  has  a  purpose  beyond 
military  defense.  The  United  States  and  Italy  both  recognize  that  Western 
Europe  unity  is  a  pillar  of  world  peace.  We  must  reduce  tensions  and  reduce  the 
possibility  of  confrontation  in  Central  Europe,  where  almost  2  million  armed 
men  face  one  another.  We  must  promote  mutually  beneficial  cooperation 
between  Western  and  Eastern  Europe. 

The  industrial  democracies,  if  we  are  to  be  the  masters  of  our  own  destiny, 
must  work  together,  for  we  share  basic,  common  interests  on  global  issues — 
from  defense  to  energy,  the  environment,  trade,  and  relations  with  the 
developing  countries  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  our  discussions  on  these  many  issues  will  be  of  great 
value  to  the  United  States  not  only  in  practical  terms  but  to  reaffirm  our  pro- 
found friendship.  Few  nations  are  linked  as  strongly  as  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Republic  of  Italy  by  history,  culture,  economics,  and  the  emi- 
gration of  peoples.  Our  friendship  has  deep  roots  that  ensure  its  preservation. 

Italy's  contribution  was  one  of  the  highlights  of  America's  Bicentennial 
celebration.  We  especially  welcomed,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  the  visit  of  Mrs. 
Vittoria  Leone,  the  First  Lady  of  Italy,  when  the  La  Scala  Opera  came  here 
for  its  spectacular  performance.  The  American  people  thank  you  for  this 
wonderful  presentation. 

I  look  forward  with  great  anticipation,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  to  our  discussions 
today  and  tonight.  As  two  democratic  allies  we  have  a  large  area  of  common 
ground  and  many  common  concerns. 

I  bid  you  and  your  party,  on  behalf  of  the  American  people,  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  United  States  of  America. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  10:45  a.m.  on  the  Mr.    President,    I    am    deeply    grateful    for    the 

South    Lawn    at    the   White    House,    where   Prime  invitation    you    were    kind    enough    to    extend    to 

Minister   Andreotti   was   given   a   formal    welcome  me    at    a    particularly    challenging    time    for    my 

with  full  military  honors.  country. 

The   Prime   Minister   spoke    in   Italian.    His    re-  Two  years  after  the  visit  of  President  Leone — 

marks  were  translated  as  follows:  whom  you  kindly  mentioned — your  invitation  con- 

2851 


[1023] 


Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


December  6 


firms,  through  the  frequency  of  our  meetings,  the 
spirit  of  close  and  sincere  friendship  between  the 
United  States  and  Italy.  And  I  equally  thank  you 
for  the  warm  words  you  just  expressed  about 
my  country  and  myself. 

The  United  States  and  Italy  are  bound  by  ties  of 
alliance  and  cooperation,  by  harmonious  ideals 
of  democracy,  and  by  choices  of  peace,  freedom, 
and  development.  The  Atlantic  Alliance,  which 
binds  our  two  nations  in  a  common  objective  of 
defense,  represents  a  guarantee  of  security  for  the 
Western  World  to  which  we  belong  for  historical 
vocation  and  on  account  of  political  choice,  which 
proves  to  be  an  essential  element  of  the  interna- 
tional strategic  balance,  a  basic  condition  for  a 
detente  policy  which  will  create  the  basis  of  a 
long-lasting  peace. 

With  the  same  objectives  of  peace  and  progress, 
Italy  is  engaged,  together  with  its  partners  of  the 
European  community,  in  a  policy  of  unity  which 
will  permit  Europe  to  contribute  to  the  creation 
of  a  more  just  and  stable  world. 

Many  elements  unite  us — the  interest  in  social 
and  cultural  progress,  in  the  advancement  of  sci- 
ence, in  respect  of  men,  in  the  choice  of  a  style  of 
life  which  guarantees  and  protects,  to  the  greatest 
extent,  the  development  of  capabilities  and  poten- 
tial for  initiative  of  the  individual;  the  awareness, 
both  political  and  moral,  of  a  necessary  interrela- 
tionship and  solidarity  among  all  nations;  the  search 
for  international  order,  which  emphasizes  at  the 
same  time  the  rights  of  men  and  those  of  na- 
tions; a  vision  of  international  relations  which  aim, 
to  quote  the  unforgettable  words  of  George  Wash- 
ington's farewell  speech,  to  observe  good  faith 
and  justice  toward  nations  and  cultivate  peace  and 
harmony    with    everybody. 

But  beyond  these  common  ideals,  our  two  coun- 
tries are  joined  by  the  presence  in  this  hospit- 
able country  of  America  of  a  large  community  of 


Italian  Americans  who,  through  their  work  and 
human  qualities,  honored  their  land  of  origin  and 
contributed  to  the  increased  prosperity  and  greatness 
of  their  new  country. 

The  Bicentennial  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  reminds  us  of  the  ideals 
of  the  Founding  Fathers  who  are  both  yours  and 
ours,  founders  of  the  United  States  and  those  of 
major  instruments  of  an  era  of  Western  history 
which  brought  man  and  his  freedom  to  the  cen- 
ter of  our  civilization. 

The  American  Revolution  is  an  element  of  the 
continuity  of  Western  history  and  also  renews  it. 
It  allows  the  Western  World  to  accept  the  chal- 
lenges of  science,  technology,  industry,  and  to 
carry  out  a  social  transformation  which  is  of 
paramount  importance  within  the  framework  of 
a  humanistic  society,  inspired  in  the  values  redis- 
covered by  the  Renaissance  men.  This  era  of  the 
Western  World's  history  cannot  be  considered  com- 
plete. Its  motivations  and  hopes  are  still  alive. 
The  ideal  thrust  must  renew  itself  through  a  con- 
stant critical  search  for  the  most  adequate  objec- 
tives in  order  to  accept  present  and  future  challenges. 
To  this  purpose,  we  are  stimulated  by  the  com- 
mitment and  the  concerns  of  the  new  generation. 

Mr.  President,  during  the  scheduled  meetings 
we  will  deal  with  many  issues,  because  the  pres- 
ent circumstances  present  many  problems  and  they 
require  an  effort  of  imagination  and  understanding. 
But  the  guarantee  of  their  success  is  given  by  the 
spirit  of  openness  and  sincerity  which  always  char- 
acterized the  Italian-American  relationships  during 
the   past   30    years. 

Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of  the  President  of  the 
Italian  Republic,  of  the  Italian  Government,  and 
conveying  the  feelings  of  the  Italian  people,  I  bring 
you  warm  and  friendly  greetings  which  I  extend 
to  Mrs.  Ford  and  to  your  entire  family. 


1024 

Toasts  of  the  President  and  Prime  Minister 
Giulio  Andreotti  of  Italy.     December  6,  1976 

Than\  you  all  very,  very  much  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  distinguished  Italian 
guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

President  Leone  was  the  first  state  visitor  that  I  had  the  high  honor  and  rare 
privilege  to  w^elcome  as  President  of  the  United  States.  Tonight  -wt  are  once 
again  celebrating  the  official  visit  of  a  very  distinguished  Italian  leader,  our 
guest  tonight,  Prime  Minister  Andreotti.  These  two  visits  symbolize  the  very 
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close  friendship  of  our  two  countries  and  the  continuity  of  American  support 
for  a  very  trusted  and  valued  ally. 

Earlier  this  autumn  we  welcomed  the  visit  of  the  Italian  First  Lady,  Mrs. 
Vittoria  Leone,  who  added  her  grace  as  well  as  her  friendship  to  the  already 
impressive  Italian  contribution  to  our  Bicentennial.  The  performances  of  the 
La  Scala  Opera,  the  loan  of  the  Venus  de  Medici  to  our  National  Gallery, 
Italian  participation  in  the  "Tall  Ships"  review  and  many  other  Bicentennial 
activities  were  symbols  of  what  Americans  have  gained  from  our  relationship. 
For  this  the  American  people  are  most  appreciative  and  deeply  in  debt  to  the 
people  of  Italy  and  to  your  Government. 

The  gift  that  Mrs.  Leone  presented  on  behalf  of  the  Italian  people,  a  portrait 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  which  hung  for  nearly  200  years  in  the  Convent  of  Lodi, 
today  hangs  in  the  Oval  Office  in  the  White  House  complex.  This  is  a  treasured 
reminder  of  Italian-American  friendship. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  for  two  centuries  Italian  culture  has  enriched  the  life  of 
the  United  States  with  many,  many  unique  contributions.  Historians  point  out 
that  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  writing  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  drew  on 
the  wisdom  of  his  Italian  friend,  Filippo  Mazzei,  in  the  drafting  of  several 
very,  now  immortal  phrases.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  Capitol  Building  is  en- 
hanced by  Italian  art  and  Italian  artisans.  The  very  name  America  com- 
memorates an  Italian. 

Along  with  Italy's  cultural  contributions  came  millions  of  American  immi- 
grants. America  is  very,  very  proud  of  its  citizens  of  Italian  origin.  I  happen 
to  believe  this  is  perhaps  Italy's  greatest  contribution  to  America,  and  we  are 
truly  grateful  for  it. 

We  Americans  have  tried  to  reciprocate,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  by  showing  the 
Italian  people  how  much  we  value  them  as  our  friends.  This  was  the  spirit 
behind  the  Marshall  plan,  and  it  was  demonstrated  again  last  May  when  an 
earthquake  struck  in  northern  Italy,  in  Friuli.  The  response  of  the  American 
people,  our  Congress,  the  executive  branch,  was  immediate.  Legislation  was 
enacted  in  record  time,  and  Senator  Pastore  was  one  of  the  initial  authors  of 
that  legislation.  That  contribution  has  been  helpful  in  the  construction  or 
reconstruction  of  schools  and  hospitals  in  that  part  of  Italy.  It  has  helped  to 
rebuild  the  lives  and  the  homes  of  those  people  who  were  unfortunately  the 
victims  of  that  earthquake. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  present  conditions  pose  a  very  severe  challenge  to  the 
industrial  democracies  of  the  West,  many  of  which  have  suffered  from  reces- 
sion, unemployment,  inflation,  and  the  abrupt  and  steep  rise  in  energy  costs. 
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As  we  noted  this  morning,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  this  is  particularly  a  chal- 
lenging time  for  Italy.  But  your  government  reacted  vigorously  and  your  gov- 
ernment acted  resolutely.  I  and,  I  believe,  most  Americans  are  tremendously 
impressed  by  your  efforts  and  your  successes.  Under  your  continuing  strong 
leadership  I  am  confident  that  Italy  can  return  to  a  balanced  grow^th  and  eco- 
nomic vitality.  This  is  important  to  Italy,  but  it  is  equally  important  to  Amer- 
ica— in  part  because  of  the  vital  interests  v^e  share  as  industrial  democracies. 

The  American  people  have  made  clear  their  commitment  to  democracy  and 
democratic  methods.  I  am  equally  convinced  that  Italy  v^ill  maintain  its  very 
strong  commitment  to  the  common  goals  that  wt  share  as  partners  in  the 
North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization — a  secure  peace,  democratic  freedom,  and 
economic  v^ell-being  for  all  of  our  people. 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I  know^  that  you  are  an  admirer  of  the  great  Roman 
statesman,  Cicero — his  w^ords,  and  I  quote,  "When'  good  men  of  like  character 
are  joined  in  friendship,  there  we  find  the  noblest  and  the  strongest  union." 
In  the  discussions  that  we  had  this  morning  following  your  coming  to  the 
White  House,  we  had  an  opportunity  to  reinforce  my  conviction  that  his  words 
aptly  describe  the  relationship  between  our  two  people. 

It  is  with  pleasure  and  a  great  deal  of  confidence,  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  that 
I  express  the  continued  best  wishes  of  the  American  people  as  well  as  the  con- 
tinued full  support  of  the  United  States  of  America,  our  Government,  for  your 
Government  and  the  policies  that  it  is  following. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  a  toast  to  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Italy,  to  the  enduring  friendship  between  our  two  countries,  and  to  our 
mutual  commitment  to  peace,  freedom,  and  progress  for  all  mankind. 

note:   The  President   spoke   at   8:20   p.m.   in   the  ladian  inspiration  in  your  Nation's  Capital.  There 

State  Dining  Room  at  the  White  House.  is  the  presence  o£  miUions  of  individuals  who  are 

The  Prime  Minister  spoke  in  Italian.  His  remarks  deeply  loyal  American  citizens,  still  deeply  attached 

were   translated   as   follows:  to  the  land  of  their  fathers.  This  presence  makes  our 

Mr.    President,    first    of    all,    I    am    particularly  relationship  very  spontaneous  and  creative.  It  ranges 

grateful  to  you  for  having  organized  this  gathering  from  the  contribution  of  untold  thousands  to  the 

of    so    many    prominent    American    personalities  individual    achievements    in    the    field    of   politics, 

among  whom  I  see  so  many  connected  with  my  science,    arts,    information,    show    business,    music, 

country  by  origin  and  by  spiritual  affinity.  It  is  a  ^^"  cmema. 

delightful  crowning  of  the  first  part  of  my  work-  We  Italians  look  with  pride  to  this  other  Italy 

ing  visit  to  Washington.   And   this  bears   witness  transplanted  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  natural 

once  more  to  the  fact  that  the  ties  between  our  ^^[  ^^  ^°  ^^^^^  back  to  the  hopes  of  our  navigators, 


two  countries  are  not  represented  only  by  political 


who  came  seeking  a  land  of  development  and  ex- 

.    .                    ,  .               ,  ,         ...  pansion  for  the  overflowing  energies  of  the  Western 

and  economic  mterests  and  in  general  by  collective  ^^^j^^  j^  .^  particularly  appropriate  to  recall  dur- 

interests,  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  ever  more  j^^   ^^^   celebration   of   the    Bicentennial    of   your 

numerous   individual    and    private   contacts    at   all  Declaration  of  Independence  that  the  strongest  tie 

levels   and    in    all    sectors.  between  our  two  countries  is  represented   by  this 

Your    country    offers    us    familiar    images    and  very  possibility,  which  was  offered  throughout  the 

echoes.   We   can   see  the   classical   aspects   of  pal-  two  centuries  of  your  history,  for  the  people  com- 
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ing  from  Italy  to  participate  on  an  equal  footing 
in  the  construction  of  your  great  democracy. 

One  of  the  Americans  of  Italian  extraction  who 
has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  position  of  promi- 
nence in  this  country  is  John  Volpe,  Ambassador 
of  the  United  States  [to  Italy],  who  is  with  us. 
In  thanking  him  for  the  constant  and  passionate 
contribution  he  has  given  to  the  cause  of  friend- 
ship and  solidarity  between  our  two  countries,  I 
wish  to  pay  a  well -deserved  tribute  to  the  whole 
Italian-American  community. 

Italy  is  at  present  going  through  one  of  the 
most  challenging  periods  of  her  recent  history. 
The  international  economic  crisis  has  hit  our  coun- 
try at  a  time  when  it  was  attempting  to  correct 
some  of  the  most  serious  imbalances,  typical  of 
an  accelerated  expansion,  between  the  different 
social  strata  and  the  different  regions  in  order  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  a  society  which  wants  to 
be  more  just  and  better  balanced.  Obviously,  the 
crisis  has  exacerbated  those  contradictions  which 
the  dynamics  of  development  had  hidden  or  at 
least  attenuated,  putting  them  now  in  sharper 
focus  and  making  them,  let's  face  it,  more  dramatic. 

The  Italian  people  as  a  whole  have  responded 
to  these  events  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility. 
The  majority  of  the  political  parties,  the  trade 
unions  and  employer's  organizations  are  aware  of 
the  seriousness  of  the  situation,  and  they  know 
that  in  order  to  surmount  our  difficulties,  sacrifices 
are  required  of  all  of  the  Italians.  This  common 
will  to  overcome  the  crisis,  this  pervasive  convic- 
tion that  without  a  collective  effort  the  country 
will  not  be  able  to  get  back  on  its  feet,  sustain  the 
minority  government  which  I  lead  and  encourage 
it  to  move  with  determination  in  the  complex 
political,  economic,  and  social  climate  of  the 
country. 

If  in  these  difficult  hours  we  Italians  succeed 
in  stressing  what  binds  us  rather  than  what  di- 
vides us,  I  am  convinced  that  we  will  be  able  to 
recover  and  resume  our  economic  and  social 
progress. 

Turning  our  attention  to  foreign  policy,  we  be- 
come aware  that  there  has  been  an  increased  ac- 
ceptance of  the  major  objectives  which  Italy  pur- 
sues on  the  international  scene.  In  our  country  there 
are  no  longer  reservations  about  Italian  participation 
in  the  European  and  Atlantic  communities.  The 
support  which  is  now  publicly  expressed   on   the 


guidelines  of  our  foreign  policy  must  therefore  be 
viewed  as  an  indication  of  the  growing  popular 
consensus  on  the  national  goals  and  interests. 

Italy's  foreign  policy  has  not  suffered  from  the 
adverse  effects  of  economic  crisis  or  of  the  political 
difficulties.  It  does  show  unwavering  continuity  and 
total  adherence  to  its  commitment.  We  are  deter- 
mined, Mr.  President,  to  enforce  our  friendly  re- 
lations with  all  peoples,  to  seek  wider  and  far- 
reaching  avenues  of  agreement  with  the  developing 
countries,  to  contribute  actively  to  detente  with 
the  East. 

I  wish  to  emphasize  that  all  these  goals  stem 
from  a  steady  political  platform,  namely  our  par- 
ticipation in  the  process  of  Europ-an  integration 
and  our  membership  in  the  Inter-Atlantic  Alliance. 
These  two  goals  are  in  no  way  contradictory,  for 
the  European  identity  is  not  defined  in  opposition 
to  the  United  States,  but  rather  as  an  additional 
factor  to  the  solidarity  which   binds   us. 

Mr.  President,  the  problems  before  the  Italian 
Government  today  have  a  dimension  that  goes 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  our  country  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  solved  purely  on  a  national  basis. 
We  are  convinced,  however,  that  an  adequate  solu- 
tion to  these  problems  must  be  found  first  of  all 
in  the  will  and  the  ability  for  recovery  that  Italy 
has  always  shown  throughout  her  history.  We 
are  deeply  aware  that  it  is  first  and  foremost 
through  our  sacrifices  that  we  will  recover.  What 
we  ask  of  our  friends  is  that  they  trust  us  as  we 
trust  them  and  that  they  believe  in  our  commitment 
and  in  our  determination. 

Mr.  President,  allow  me,  please,  to  conclude  on 
a  personal  note.  This  visit  of  mine  takes  place  at 
a  time  when  your  administration,  which  has  been 
marked  by  a  strengthening  of  the  cooperation 
among  Western  countries,  is  drawing  to  a  close. 
Your  tenure  has  confirmed  the  continuity  of  a 
strong  and  positive  relationship  based  upon  mutual 
friendship  and  trust  between  the  United  States  and 
Italy.  We  Italians  have  consistently  found  in  you, 
Mr.  President,  a  sincere  friend.  We  know  that  we 
can  continue  to  rely  on  your  friendship  and  under- 
standing. 

It  is  with  this  conviction  that  I  raise  my  glass 
to  make  a  toast  to  your  personal  happiness,  to  that 
of  Mrs.  Ford  and  of  all  of  your  family,  to  the 
prosperity  of  your  great  country,  and  to  the  pro- 
found friendship  between  the  United  States  and 
Italy. 
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Remarks  of  the  President  and  Republican  Leaders  in  a 
Question-and-Answer  Session  With  Reporters. 
December  9,  1976 

THE  VICE  President  and  Governor  Connally  and  myself  have  agreed  to  come 
out  here  to  indicate  the  context  of  the  meeting.  You  had  an  opportunity  to  see 
and  to  question  Governor  Reagan.  The  four  of  us  met  because  I  felt  that  it  v^ould 
be  highly  desirable  for  the  four  of  us  to  sit  and  try  to  see  v^hat  could  be  done 
to  make  certain  that  v^e  have  a  viable  tv^o-party  system  in  this  country.  We  think 
it's  absolutely  essential  for  the  political  health  of  the  United  States  that  there 
be  competition  in  the  political  arena,  and  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  through  a  strong 
Republican  Party  competing  against  the  Democrats. 

We  really  decided  three  things.  Number  one,  that  we  would  continue  to 
meet,  and  we  tentatively  agreed  to  meet  the  first  week  in  January.  We  agreed 
that  there  should  be  formed  a  coordinating  committee-type  of  organization, 
similar  to  the  one  that  was  put  together  in  1965  following  the  1964  election.  We 
agreed  that  there  were  five  or  six  potential  Republican  National  Committee 
chairmen  that  were  all  experienced,  that  all  had  assets  and  opportunities;  that 
we  would  not  pick  or  choose  as  a  group  any  one  of  the  individuals.  That  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  National  Republican  Committee. 

So,  with  those  observations  the  Vice  President,  Governor  Connally,  and  my- 
self will  be  glad  to  respond  to  any  questions. 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  is  Governor  Connally  one  of  those  five  or  six  who 
you  think  is  on  the  list  to  be  national  chairman  ? 

The  President.  I  think  the  Governor  ought  to  respond  to  that. 

Governor  Connally.  Well,  I  think  I  made  it  abundantly  clear,  as  I  tried  to 
do  the  other  day  at  the  meeting  of  the  Republican  Governors,  that  Fm  really 
not  available.  And  I  don't  foresee  any  circumstances  under  which  I  would  be. 

Q.  Governor,  we  got  exactly  the  opposite  impression  from  what  you  said 
the  other  day.  We  thought  you  were  available. 

Governor  Connally.  Sarah  [Sarah  McClendon,  McClendon  News  Service], 
I  can't  interpret  for  you.  I  tried  to  say  that  I  have  never  been  a  candidate.  As  I 
recall  what  I  said  then,  I  said  I've  never  been  a  candidate;  I'm  not  now  a  candi- 
date; I  never  will  be  a  candidate.  There  would  have  to  be  two  conditions  prece- 
dent before  I  would  even  seriously  think  about  it,  and  that  would  be  that  I 
would  have  to  be  publicly  endorsed  by  the  President,  by  the  Vice  President— by 
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Governor  Rockefeller— and  that  I  would  be  asked  to  take  it  on  the  basis  of  not 
taking  it  as  a  full-time  job,  which  flies  in  the  face  of  the  rules  that  now  exist. 
And  I  thought  that  in  itself  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  indicate  that  Fd  laid  down 
two  conditions,  neither  of  which  probably  would  be  met.  But  I  want  to  make  it 
stronger  today  to  be  sure  there  is  not  any  misunderstanding.  And  I  do  not  fore- 
see any  circumstances  under  which  I  would  be  available. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  did  you  think  of  Mrs.  Smith's  ^  description  of  Gov- 
ernor Reagan  as  being  part  of  the  far  right  ? 

The  President.  It's  my  understanding  that  Governor  Reagan  answered  that 
question,  and  I  would  let  his  words  speak  for  themselves. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  tell  us  who  the  five  or  six  qualified  chairmen 
are  that  you  all  have  agreed  on,  one,  and,  two,  would  you  and  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent endorse  Governor  Connally  for  chairman  as  he  has  given  that  as  a 
qualification  ? 

The  President.  First,  let  me  say  I  would  hesitate  to  list  those  individuals. 
The  names  have  been  bandied  around,  but  I  don't  think  we  should  say  here 
today  that  this  is  the  only  particular  group.  There  may  be  another  candidate 
or  two  that  might  appear.  And,  therefore,  if  I  mentioned  five,  it  would  be  unfair 
to  those  that  might  emerge  in  the  future. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  role  do  you  see  for  yourself  in  party  affairs  after 
January  20,  with  particular  reference  to  the  coordinating  committee  you 
speak  of  ? 

The  President.  I  certainly  intend  to  be  involved  in  Republican  politics.  I 
would  hope  to  be  a  member  of  the  coordinating  committee.  I  think  it  worked 
in  1965  and  1966,  and  I'm  confident  that  it  can  be  a  very  effective  organization 
in  1977  and  1978. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  do  you  see  any  problems  of  ideological  differences  after- 
wards in  an  attempt  to  get  party  unity  ? 

The  President.  One  of  the  major  purposes  of  this  gathering  was  to  achieve 
party  unity,  recognizing  that  in  some  areas  each  of  us  may  have  a  difference 
from  the  other.  But  I  think  the  Republican  tent  is  big  enough  and  broad 
enough  to  encompass  the  four  individuals  who  met  here  this  afternoon.  And  I 
was  impressed  with  the  degree  of  unity  that  was  expressed  by  each  of  us  to 
one  another.  We  recognize  those  differences,  but  we  have  a  common  objective — 
a  strong  two-party  system — and  I  think  it  will  be  healthy  and  beneficial  to  the 
country. 


^  Mary  Louise  Smith,  Republican  National  Committee  chairman. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  is  it  possible  that  perhaps  what  the  RepubHcan  Party  needs 
is  a  lot  of  new  blood  and  fresh  faces,  none  of  which  were  in  that  room  ? 

The  President.  We  are  not  kingmakers,  Wally  [Walter  C.  Rodgers,  Asso- 
ciated Press  Radio].  We  are  simply  deeply  concerned  about  a  political  system 
where  you  have  competition.  And  we're  not  excluding  anybody  from  the 
Republican  ranks  who  are  there  now  or  anybody  who  wants  to  join  the  Repub- 
lican Party.  So,  you  have  to  start  someplace.  And  this  seemed  like  a  very  logical 
place  for  me  to  use  whatever  influence  I  have  to  get  the  ball  rolling  for  what 
we  have  to  do  between  now  and  1978  and  1980. 

Q.  Could  we  go  back  to  the  second  part  of  my  question,  Mr.  President? 

The  President.  I  thought  you'd  forgotten  it.  [Laughter] 

Q.  About  whether  you  and  the  Vice  President 

Governor  Connally.  Let  me  inject  here  that  I  think  it's  not  a  germane 
question  at  this  point,  because  I  said  earlier  in  the  day,  in  Chicago,  that  I've 
made  a  stronger  statement.  It's  not  a  Shermanese  statement,  but  it  nevertheless 
is  a  stronger  statement  that  I  see,  I  can  see  no  circumstances  under  which  I 
would  be  available. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  agree  among  yourselves  that  if  the  RNC  selects 
one  of  these  five  or  six  individuals  that  you  spoke  of  today,  that  that  selection 
would  have  the  unanimous  support  of  all  of  you  ? 

The  President.  I  think  there  was  a  consensus  that  the  names  we  discussed 
would  be  acceptable.  I  also  believe  that  we  might  have  an  individual  preference, 
but  none  of  those  would  be  unacceptable. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  you  mentioned  that  this  group  would  meet  again.  Do  the 
four  of  you  see  yourselves  as  a  kind  of  a  council  of  elders  of  the  Republican 
Party? 

The  President.  I  won't  use  those  words,  Phil  [Philip  H.  Jones,  CBS  News], 
because  we  don't  think  of  ourselves  as  elders.  I  think  we  have  a  lot  of  life  left 
in  our  political  bones,  and  we  will  be  using  a  Httle  influence  from  time  to  time. 
But  it  was  a  practical  way  to  get  leaders  in  the  party  together,  and  they 
represent,  geographically  and  otherwise,  the  Republican  Party.  We  will  work 
with  others,  but  we  don't  intend  to  be  kingmakers,  if  that's  what  you  mean 
by  elders. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  what  would  you  envision  that  the  four  of  you  would  do 
at  this  next  meeting,  and  where  would  that  be  ?  And  do  you  have  any  idea  what 
you  would  be  talking  about? 

The  President.  I  think  we  will  be  talking  about  the  prospective  national 
chairman,  because  the  Republican  National  Committee  meets  January  14  and 
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15.  But  we  will  also,  perhaps,  be  finalizing  some  recommendations  to  the  new 
national  chairman  as  to  the  format  or  the  organization  of  this  committee  that 
I  mentioned  earlier. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  want  to  be  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  the 
coordinating  committee  ? 

The  President.  I  wouldn't  want  to  preempt  any  position  at  the  present  time. 
I  want  to  be  a  participant. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  when  you  look  at  the  November  2  results 

The  President.  I've  looked  at  them.  [Laughter] 

Q. the  greatest  deficiency  that  your  party  showed  was  among  black 

and  minority  voters.  Now,  did  that  come  up  today,  and  do  any  of  the  three 
gentlemen,  including  the  Vice  President,  have  any  suggested  remedies  about 
how  to  bring  black  people  into  your  party,  where  it  seems  you  just  got  skunked 
on  November  2? 

The  President.  We  hope  to  broaden  the  base  of  the  party,  and  there  is  every 
reason  in  the  world  why  members  of  the  black  community  in  the  United  States 
ought  to  support  the  Republican  Party,  because  we  offer  them  jobs,  whereas  the 
opposition,  in  effect,  offers  them  welfare.  And  I  think  that's  an  attractive  appeal 
that  the  Republican  Party  would  have  to  the  black  community,  because  they 
are  interested  in  jobs  rather  than  welfare.  But  this  is  a  personal  observation. 

Q.  Mr.  Vice  President,  Newsweek  magazine  reported  among  other  things 
that  the  President  was  not  very  fond  of  the  President-elect.  Are  you  ?  How  do 
you  feel  about  that  ? 

The  Vice  President.  I  love  this  country,  and  I  will  do  anything  I  can  to  help 
the  President-elect  and  the  Vice  President-elect  to  carry  out  their  responsibilities. 

Q.  Mr.  Vice  President,  do  you  share  or  do  you  have  the  hope  of  serving  on 
this  coordinating  committee  as  President  Ford  does  ? 

The  Vice  President.  Well,  I  served  on  the  last  one.  And  I'm  interested  in 
seeing  the  party  have  the  broadest  possible  base,  appeal  for  the  broadest  national 
support,  and  I  think  that  committee  needs  to  have  that  kind  of  representation. 
If  I  can  add  something,  I'm  delighted.  If  not,  I'd  just  like  to  see  the  committee 
function  effectively. 

The  President.  Let  me  answer  the  question.  I  think  that  it  would  be  con- 
structive to  have  all  four  of  the  group  that  met  this  afternoon  on  the  committee. 
But  they  would  not  necessarily  numerically  dominate  the  group,  because  if  you 
go  back  to  the  format  of  1965,  there  were  roughly,  as  I  recall,  30  members. 

So,  I  think  the  four  of  us  could  contribute  to  the  work  of  the  committee,  but 
I  don't  think  we  should  numerically  be  in  the  majority. 
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Q.  Mr.  President,  why  doesn't  the  Republican  Party  have  a  broader  base 
than  it  does?  The  18-percent  figure  must  be  terribly  alarming  to  you. 

The  President.  Wally,  I  think  you  can  turn  it  around.  We  got  48-plus  percent 
of  the  vote,  so  we  must  have  had  some  appeal  beyond  the  18  percent  who  were 
registered  Republicans.  We  came  awfully  close.  So  we  do  have  a  relatively 
broad  base,  and  we  ought  to  make  sure  that  that  48-plus  percent  will  follow  the 
Republican  Party  in  the  elections  in  1978. 

Q.  How  can  you  do  that  ? 

The  President.  By  the  kind  of  a  program  and  the  kind  of  a  campaign  we 
ran  in  1972. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  could  you  spell  out  in  any  detail  at  all  what  it  is  you 
envision  this  coordinating  committee  actually  doing  and  how  many  members 
it  might  have? 

The  President.  I  think  it's  premature  to  get  into  specifics  there.  If  you  use 
the  format  and  the  record  of  the  coordinating  committee  in  1965,  it  covered 
issues,  it  covered  programs.  I  think  the  best  way  for  you  to  envision  what  might 
be  a  part  of  the  contemplated  one  is  to  go  back  and  read  the  history  of  the  one 
in  '65  and  '66, 

Q.  Mr.  President,  will  you  run  for  office  again  ? 

The  President.  Sarah,  do  you  want  me  to  ?  {Laughter'] 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:25  p.m.  to  reporters  assembled  in  the  Briefing  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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Remarks  at  the  Annual  Congressional  Christmas  Ball. 
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BEFORE  I  say  anything,  I  would  very  much  like  to  have  the  Speaker,  Senator 
Mansfield,  and  Senator  Scott  come  up  and  join  Betty  and  myself.  We  can  wait 
just  a  minute.  Sorry  to  interrupt  the  music  and  the  good  time.  Speaker 
McCormack,  come  up  here. 

Now  that  we  have  all  of  the  dignitaries  here,  let  me  say  a  word  or  two  on 
behalf  of  Betty  and  myself.  We  are  greatly  honored  to  have  the  privilege  of 
recognizing  the  Speaker,  the  majority  leader  in  the  United  States  Senate,  Mike 
Mansfield,  minority  leader  in  the  United  States  Senate,  Hugh  Scott,  and  as  an 
added  attraction,  a  former  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  our  dear 
friend  John  McCormack. 

I  was  looking  over  the  record  of  service  of  the  three  people  who  are  being 
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honored  tonight,  and  I  noticed  that  when  I  came  to  Congress  on  January  3, 
1949,  Congressman  Carl  Albert  from  Bug  Tussle,  Oklahoma,  was  a  senior  Mem- 
ber of  the  House.  He  had  come  2  years  before  me.  And  then  I  noticed  that 
Senator  Mansfield,  who  was  also  a  Member  of  the  House  at  that  time,  was  quite 
senior.  He  had  come  4  years  before  I  did.  And  then  the  record  shows  that  Hugh 
Scott  was  very,  very,  very  senior  because  he  had  come  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives 6  years  before  I  was  honored  to  take  the  oath. 

So,  if  you  added  up  all  of  their  seniority — Hugh  Scott  with  34  years,  Mike 
Mansfield  with  32,  and  Carl  Albert  with  30 — the  total  is  96  years  of  seniority 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  So,  I  think  we  have  with  us  three  of  the 
most  distinguished,  most  experienced,  and  most  honorable  and  dedicated  peo- 
ple that  I  have  known  in  the  House  and/or  the  Senate  during  my  time  of  serv- 
ice in  the  Federal  Government. 

But  I  think  it's  appropriate  to  recognize  the  wives  of  the  people  that  we  honor 
as  Members  of  the  Congress.  I  know  that  Mary  Albert  did  a  super  job  all  the 
time  that  Carl  has  been  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  know  that  Maureen 
Mansfield  did  the  same  for  Mike  when  he  was  in  the  House  as  well  as  in  the 
Senate,  and  Marian  Scott  did  as  well  for  Hugh  as  the  others  did  for  their 
husbands. 

So,  Betty  and  I  are  just  pleased  and  honored  to  have  the  privilege  of  recog- 
nizing these  three  very  distinguished  statesmen  for  their  long  service  and  effec- 
tive service  as  far  as  our  Government  is  concerned.  They  are  personal  friends 
of  both  Betty  and  myself.  They  have  done  a  superior  job,  whether  I  agreed 
with  them  or  not,  or  whether  they  agreed  with  me  or  not. 

I  might  add  parenthetically,  I  have  found  that  it's  great  to  be  a  part  of  a 
government  where  all  of  the  troops  without  hesitation  or  qualification,  follow 
whatever  the  leaders  tell  them  to  do.  [Laughter]  I  know  that's  true  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic side,  and  I  know  it  is  true  on  the  Republican  side. 

But  regardless  of  the  problems  that  come  as  a  result  of  a  lack  of  political  and 
party  uniformity,  it's  a  great  institution,  the  Congress.  And  Betty  and  I  had 
the  privilege  of  serving  there  for  almost  26  years.  It  was,  without  a  doubt,  the 
most  enjoyable  time  of  our  lifetime.  We  missed  it.  We  miss  it  now. 

And  we  wish  you  all,  each  and  every  one  of  you,  a  very,  very  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  the  best  wishes  for  a  Happy  New  Year.  We  will  be  thinking  of  you, 
and  we  will  be  wishing  you  the  very  best. 

And  I  think  all  of  us  can  now  join  in  giving  the  proper  recognition  to  three 
very  distinguished  Members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — Carl  Al- 
bert, Mike  Mansfield,  and  Hugh  Scott. 
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Let's  enjoy  ourselves.  That  is  why  you  are  here. 

She  [Betty  Ford]  wanted  to  make  a  speech,  and  I  told  her  she  couldn't. 
[Laughter'] 

But  let  me  have  one  of  my  special  friends  and  one  of  the  great,  great  people 
in  the  Congress,  John  McCormack,  come  up  here.  You  don't  have  to  make  a 
speech,  but  some  of  you  don't  know  him.  Those  who  didn't  serve  with  him 
don't  know  how  tough  he  could  be  on  Democrats  and  RepubUcans.  Isn't  that 
right,  John  ? 

Speaker  McCormack.  No,  it's  wrong.  [Laughter] 

The  President.  We  love  you,  John,  and  it's  an  honor  for  us  to  have  you  here. 

Speaker  McCormack.  All  I  want  to  say  is  that  it's  only  in  America  that  this 
could  happen.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Thank  you,  John. 

Let's  have  fun.  Thank  you  all. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9:55  p.m.  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 

1027 

Statement  on  the  Death  of  Peter  Lisagor. 
December  10,  1976 

FOR  MORE  than  three  decades,  Peter  Lisagor  covered  the  newsbeats  of  the 
world.  His  reporting  spanned  the  globe  from  Vietnam  to  Suez  and  from  the 
United  Nations  to  the  White  House. 

His  coverage  and  commentary  gained  for  him  the  admiration  of  his  col- 
leagues and  the  respect  of  those  he  wrote  about.  He  was  a  journalist  in  every 
sense  of  the  term,  fair  and  thorough.  But  most  of  all,  Peter  will  be  remembered 
by  his  many  friends  as  a  gentleman  of  warmth  and  wit.  I  am  proud  to  be 
counted  among  Peter's  friends. 

Betty  and  I  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  his  family.  He  will  be  missed. 

note:  Mr.  Lisagor  was  the  Washington  bureau  chief  for  the  Chicago  Daily  News. 
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Letter  to  the  Archivist  of  the  United  States  and  the 
President  of  the  University  of  Michigan  Donating 
Presidential  Materials.     December  14,  1976 

[Dated  December  13,  1976.    Released  December  14,  1976] 

Dear  Dr.  Rhoads  and  President  Fleming: 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  you.  Dr.  Rhoads,  as  the  Archivist  of  the  United 
States  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "Archivist")  acting  under  authority  of 
Chapter  21  of  title  44,  United  States  Code,  and  the  authority  delegated  to  you 
under  such  statute  by  and  from  the  Administrator  of  General  Services.  This 
letter  is  addressed  also  to  you.  President  Fleming,  in  your  capacity  as  the  duly 
authorized  representative  of  the  Regents  of  The  University  of  Michigan,  a  con- 
stitutional corporation  of  the  State  of  Michigan  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
"University"). 

The  purposes  of  this  letter  are  to  offer  for  deposit  the  materials  as  described 
and  provided  in  Annex  A  attached,  to  be  kept  in  a  Presidential  archival  de- 
pository, and  to  convey  my  rights,  title  and  interest  in  such  materials.  This 
letter  and  accompanying  Annexes  A  and  B  deal  v^ith  materials  that  may  have 
historical,  educational  or  commemorative  value  because  of  my  life  and  work: 
(i)  as  a  candidate  for  election  to,  and  as  Member  of,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  during  the  period  1948  to  1973, 

(ii)  as  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  in  1973  and  1974, 
(iii)  as  President  of  the  United  States  from  August  9,  1974,  until  the  expira- 
tion of  my  term  on  January  20, 1977, 

(iv)  as  candidate  for  nomination  and  election  to  become  President  for  a 
subsequent  term,  and 

(v)  as  participant  in  a  variety  of  other  public  and  political  activities. 
This  offer  of  deposit  is  made  to  the  Archivist  for  acceptance  pursuant  to  the 
follow^ing  pertinent  provisions  of  Chapter  21  of  tide  44,  United  States  Code: 
"When  the  Administrator  of  General  Services  considers  it  to  be  in  the 
public  interest  he  may  accept  for  deposit — 

"(1)  the  papers  and  other  historical  materials  of  a  President  or  former 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  other  official  or  former  official  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  other  papers  relating  to  and  contemporary  v^ith  a  President 
or  former  President  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  restrictions  agreeable  to 
the  Administrator  as  to  their  use;  .  .  ."  (44  U.S.C.  §  2107) 
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Concurrently  with  acceptance  of  this  offer  of  deposit,  I  convey  to  the  United 
States  of  America  all  my  rights,  title  and  interest  in  the  materials  accepted  for 
deposit,  including  my  literary  property  rights  in  the  unpublished  portions  of 
such  materials,  which  deposit  and  conveyance  are  subject,  however,  to: 

(i)  the  exclusions  and  reservations  in  Annex  A  and  to  the  terms  and  restric- 
tions that  are  stated  in  Annex  B,  and 

(ii)  the  condition  that  in  the  event  the  United  States  does  not  abide  by  the 
aforesaid  terms  and  restrictions,  as  determined  by  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, possession  of  the  materials  shall  be  transferred  to,  and  all  my  rights, 
title  and  interest  conveyed  hereunder  shall  vest  in,  the  University,  subject  to  the 
same  terms  and  restrictions. 

This  conveyance  to  the  United  States  is  made  for  acceptance  pursuant  to  the 
following  pertinent  provisions  of  Chapter  21  of  title  44,  United  States  Code: 
".  .  .  The  Administrator,  in  negotiating  for  the  deposit  of  Presidential  his- 
torical materials,  shall  take  steps  to  secure  to  the  Government,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  right  to  have  continuous  and  permanent  possession  of  the  mate- 
rials. Papers,  documents,  or  other  historical  materials  accepted  and  deposited 
under  section  2107  of  this  title  and  this  section  are  subject  to  restrictions  as 
to  their  availability  and  use  stated  in  writing  by  the  donors  or  depositors, 
including  the  restriction  that  they  shall  be  kept  in  a  Presidential  archival 
depository.  The  restrictions  shall  be  respected  for  the  period  stated,  or  until 
revoked  or  terminated  by  the  donors  or  depositors  or  by  persons  legally 
qualified  to  act  on  their  behalf.  Subject  to  the  restrictions,  the  Administrator 
may  dispose  by  sale,  exchange,  or  otherwise,  of  papers,  documents,  or  other 
materials  which  the  Archivist  determines  to  have  no  permanent  value  or 
historical  interest  or  to  be  surplus  to  the  needs  of  a  Presidential  archival 
depository." 

"(d)  When  the  Administrator  considers  it  to  be  in  the  public  interest,  he 
may  cooperate  with  and  assist  a  university  institution  of  higher  learning, 
institute,  foundation,  or  other  organization  or  qualified  individual  to  further 
or  to  conduct  study  or  research  in  historical  materials  deposited  in  a  Presiden- 
tial archival  depository."  (44  U.S.C.  §  2108  (c)  and  (d)  as  amended  by  P.L. 
94-575  on  October  21, 1976). 

Also,  this  conveyance  is  made  on  terms  that  will  allow  for  additional  coopera- 
tion with  and  reliance  on  the  University  or  other  appropriate  organization  by 
the  Government  as  may  be  permitted  by  law. 

This  conveyance  does  not  affect  the  rights  or  obligations  that  I  may  have  as 
President  or  former  President  or  as  former  Vice  President,  or  that  a  President 
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in  office  may  have,  to  assert  and  enforce  any  applicable  privilege  in  respect  of 
confidential  Presidential  or  Vice  Presidential  portions  of  the  material  conveyed; 
or  the  rights  I  may  have  as  a  former  member  of  Congress  to  assert  and  enforce 
any  applicable  privilege  in  respect  of  confidential  Congressional  portions  of  the 
materials  conveyed. 

FoUow^ing  are  reasons  for  this  offer  of  deposit  and  the  conveyance  and  for 
the  terms  and  restrictions  to  which  they  are  subject: 

(a)  To  enable  the  United  States  to  maintain  and  operate  an  archival  facility 
to  be  constructed  by  the  University  for  all  the  described  materials  that  are  of  a 
documentary  nature,  upon  w^hich  students,  historians  and  other  scholars  may 
draw^  in  order  accurately  to  recount  and  judge  the  political  history  of  our  times 
and  my  participation  in  the  events  of  that  history. 

(b)  To  have  such  archival  facility  embrace  the  full  scope  of  my  materials 
relating  to  my  entire  political  and  public  career  in  the  three  different  Constitu- 
tional offices  I  have  held. 

(c)  To  permit  the  establishment  and  operation  of  such  archival  facility  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  in  connection  w^ith  a  long-established,  diversified  and 
distinguished  institution  of  higher  learning,  w^here  it  w^ill  be  readily  available 
to  a  large  resident  faculty  and  student  body  and  to  visiting  scholars  and 
researchers  from  throughout  this  nation  and  from  other  countries,  and  where  the 
usefulness  of  the  materials  deposited  will  be  enhanced  by  the  availability  of 
many  other  scholarly  resources  within  the  University  and  by  the  general  stimu- 
lation and  support  for  scholarly  research  and  educational  activities  which  the 
University  provides. 

(d)  To  take  advantage  on  a  temporary  basis  of  facilities  on  the  campus  of 
the  University  that  will  allow  archival  accession  and  other  processing  of  the 
conveyed  materials  until  completion  of  a  new  structure  which  the  University 
is  to  provide  as  a  permanent  archival  facility  for  these  materials;  and  to  build 
upon  the  extensive  work  of  processing  already  done  by  the  University  at  its 
own  expense  on  virtually  all  of  the  documentary  materials  related  to  my  elec- 
tions and  career  as  a  Member  of  Congress. 

(e)  To  enable  the  United  States  to  maintain  and  operate  a  museum  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  as  another  facility  of  my  Presidential  archival  depository,  in 
a  building  to  be  provided  by  an  appropriate  organization,  for  housing  and 
exhibiting  the  many  articles  of  commemorative  and  educational  value  among 
the  conveyed  materials,  together  with  tangible  gifts  received  by  the  United 
States  during  and  because  of  my  service  as  President,  where  they  will  be  readily 
available  for  viewing  by  the  people  in  the  area  of  my  home  town  whom  I 
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represented  in  the  Congress  for  25  years  and  by  interested  visitors,  researchers, 
educators  and  students  from  throughout  the  nation  in  the  manner  that  similar 
materials  of  former  Presidents  Hoover,  Roosevelt,  Truman,  Eisenhov^er,  and 
Johnson  have  become  available  v^ithin  their  respective  home  areas  for  that 
purpose. 

(f )  To  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
and  to  the  University  for  their  many  benefits  to  me  and  helpful  influences  upon 
my  life,  and  to  demonstrate  my  grateful  cooperation  with  the  University,  the 
citizens  of  my  former  Congressional  district,  especially  the  members  and  sup- 
porters of  the  present  Gerald  R.  Ford  Commemorative  Committee,  and  other 
interested  persons  in  their  plans  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  archival  facility  and  the  museum  which,  when  in  operation  with 
the  materials  conveyed,  will  serve  as  national  resources  of  historical,  com- 
memorative, and  educational  importance. 

Materials  similar  in  nature  to  those  conveyed  hereby  and  suitable  to  the  uses 
and  purposes  for  which  this  conveyance  is  made,  including  those  related  to  my 
life  and  work  as  former  President  after  January  20,  1977,  may  hereafter  be 
added  to  those  conveyed  hereunder  by  me,  or  by  any  other  person  having  title, 
right,  or  interest  therein,  by  intentional  delivery  to  the  Archivist  for  that  pur- 
pose or  by  an  instrument  of  conveyance  that  makes  reference  to  this  letter.  Such 
additional  materials,  if  accepted  by  the  Archivist  shall  be  subject  to  the  terms 
and  restrictions  of  Annex  B  hereto  except  as  otherwise  specified  by  the  donor 
at  the  time  they  are  conveyed. 

Upon  acceptance  of  this  letter,  along  with  accompanying  annexes,  by  your 
respective  signatures  on  all  three  copies  hereof  (one  of  which  copies  is  to  be 
returned  to  me,  and  the  others  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  the  two  of  you,  re- 
spectively) the  offer  and  acceptance  for  deposit  and  the  conveyance  evidenced 
by  this  letter  and  accompanying  annexes  shall  be  effective  for  all  purposes,  and 
the  terms  thereof  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  except  by  agreement  in  writ- 
ing among  the  Archivist,  the  University  and  me  or,  after  my  death,  by  agree- 
ment among  the  Archivist,  the  University  and  my  duly  appointed  and  acting 
executor  or  executors.  In  no  event,  however,  shall  any  amendments  to  this  let- 
ter and  accompanying  annexes  revert  or  restore  to  me  or  to  my  estate  any  rights 
of  ownership  in  the  conveyed  materials. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


DESCRIPTION    OF    MATERIALS    CONVEYED 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  Annex  A 

to  the  Honorable  James   B.   Rhoads,   Archivist  of 
the  United  States,  and  Robben  W.  Fleming,  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Michigan.  The  attached  I.  General  description.  Suh]ect  to  the  provisions 
annexes  follow:                                                                    of  paragraphs  II  and  III  below,  all  my  documents, 
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papers,  correspondence,  notes,  records,  pamphlets, 
brochures,  magazines,  newspapers,  cHppings,  books, 
pictures,  prints,  photographs,  negatives,  illustrations, 
maps,  films,  vocal  or  visual  recordings,  works  of 
art,  mementos,  souvenirs  and  the  like,  including 
those  already  placed  with  the  University,  that  relate 
to  my  candidacy  for,  and  election  or  appointment 
to,  the  public  offices  and  positions  I  have  held  or 
still  hold,  that  relate  to  my  life  and  work  in  such 
public  offices  and  positions  and  to  my  other  political 
and  public  activities,  and  that  have  been  prepared, 
produced,  obtained  or  received  in  connection  with 
any  of  the  foregoing. 

II.  Excluded  materials.  The  following  items  are 
not  included : 

(1)  Household  furniture,  furnishings,  decora- 
tions, goods  and  equipment  of  mine  used  or  in- 
tended to  be  used  to  furnish,  decorate  or  equip  any 
home  or  living  quarters  of  mine  or  of  my  immedi- 
ate family; 

(2)  My  personal  effects  and  equipment  such  as 
wearing  apparel,  jewelry,  pipes  and  pipe  accessories, 
and  skiing,  golf,  and  tennis  equipment; 

(3)  Correspondence,  notes,  memoranda,  or  ob- 
jects that  came  to  me  from  my  wife  or  any  of 
my  children,  from  my  parents  or  from  my  brothers, 
their  wives  or  their  children; 

(4)  My  personal  and  family  records,  correspond- 
ence, and  other  materials  related  to  banking,  savings, 
insurance,  tax,  employment,  compensation,  business, 
professional,  income,  investment,  purchase,  sales, 
payment,  property,  financial  and  legal  matters;  and 
materials  concerning  my  opportunities  and  plans  for 
the  period  after  I  have  left  office  or  related  to  my 
future  service  to  my  political  party; 

(5)  Books  and  retained  copies  of  periodicals  in  my 
personal  residence  library  or  collection; 

(6)  Documentary  materials  that  I  refrain  from 
delivering  to  the  Archivist  which  are  merely  dupli- 
cates or  facsimiles  of  papers  or  records  otherwise  in- 
cluded in  these  conveyances  and  which  I  may  need 
for  ongoing  reference  purposes; 

and,  whether  or  not  they  fall  in  any  of  the  above 
categories,  all  of  the  following  are  excluded  from 
these  conveyances: 

(7)  My  busts  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  as  Ambassador  to  France;  framed  plates 
showing  Abraham  Lincoln,  eagles  and  eaglets;  sculp- 
ture of  an  eagle  alighting;  "Constitution"  frigate; 
mounted  sailfish;  and  my  golden  plate  award; 

(8)  My  Weidenaar  watercolor;  my  painting  of  the 
Friendship  Fire  Engine  Company  of  Alexandria;  and 
my  set  of  seven  wood  paintings; 

(9)  Utilitarian  objects  consisting  of  my  desk 
equipment;  a  metal  cash  box;  barometers;  clocks; 
and  metal  serving  tray  with  the  seal  of  Michigan; 

(10)  The  items  in  my  personal  numismatic  and 
philatelic  collections,  in  my  respective  collections  of 


miniature  elephant  statuary,  of  space  flight  pictures, 
and  of  cartoons; 

(11)  My  collections  of  photographs  made  or  re- 
ceived over  the  years  that  are  now  in  my  albums,  in 
my  private  files  or  mounted  in  frames  for  my  use; 

(12)  Originals  of  special  letters,  notes  and  photo- 
graphs of  a  personal  nature,  as  I  have  compiled  since 
1950,  in  a  series  of  albums  separate  from  my  regular 
or  official  files; 

(13)  Framed  original  copies  of  my  documented 
oath  as  President  and  my  documented  oath  as  Vice 
President  and  of  President  Johnson's  letter  to  me  as 
member  of  the  Warren  Commission;  and 

(14)  Selected  gifts  to  me  or  my  family,  which  are 
not  among  foreign  or  domestic  gifts  treated  or  re- 
quired to  be  treated  as  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  other  articles  of  mine,  which  I  omit  from  de- 
livery to  the  Archivist. 

III.  Exclusion  and  reservation  of  literary  property 
rights.  All  literary  property  rights  in  any  works 
commercially  published  prior  to  this  time  that  I 
have  written  or  to  which  I  have  contributed,  includ- 
ing, but  not  limited  to,  any  statutory  copyright  or 
contractual  rights  therein,  are  excluded  from  this 
conveyance. 

Also,  I  reserve  for  myself,  my  heirs,  successors  or 
assigns  all  my  literary  property  rights  in  any  other 
works  I  may  hereafter  write  for  publication  or  to 
which  I  may  hereafter  contribute  for  publication, 
based  in  whole  or  in  part  on  the  conveyed  materials, 
including,  but  not  limited  to,  any  statutory  copyright 
or  contractual  rights  in  such  works  and  including  the 
right  to  license  any  publisher  of  such  works;  and  I 
further  reserve  the  nonexclusive  right  to  make  any 
literary  use  of  the  conveyed  materials. 

Annex  B 

terms  of  deposit  and  conveyance 

The  following  terms  and  restrictions  apply  to  the 
deposit  of  materials  and  the  conveyance  of  possessory 
and  property  rights  therein  that  are  evidenced  by  the 
accompanying  letter  from  Gerald  R.  Ford  to  James  B. 
Rhoads  as  the  Archivist  of  the  United  States  (herein- 
after referred  to  as  the  "Archivist")  and  to  Robben 
W.  Fleming  for  the  Regents  of  The  University  of 
Michigan  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "Univer- 
sity") and  by  Annex  A  to  such  letter;  and  this 
Annex  B  sets  forth  the  uses  and  purposes  for  which 
the  deposit  and  conveyance  are  made. 

1.  Division  of  materials  into  collections  for  archi- 
val facility  and  for  museum.  In  order  to  provide  for 
different  uses  and  eventual  separate  placements  of 
those  materials  having  primary  interest  to  historians 
and  researchers  and,  secondly,  of  those  materials  that 
are  of  a  more  general  interest,  the  materials  con- 
veyed shall  be  appropriately  divided  into  an  archival 
collection  and  a  museum  collection.  Allocated  to  the 
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archival  collection  shall  be  all  papers,  records,  photo- 
graphs, illustrations,  films,  vocal  or  visual  recordings 
and  the  like.  Allocated  to  the  museum  collection  shall 
be  all  other  items  and  objects  of  an  historical,  artistic, 
educational  or  commemorative  value.  Howrever,  if 
the  materials  include  more  than  one  copy  of  a 
documentary  or  illustrative  item,  which  would  other- 
wise be  allocable  to  the  archival  collection  but  which 
would  also  be  of  interest  or  value  for  the  museum 
collection,  one  of  the  copies  may  be  allocated  to  the 
museum  collection.  In  addition,  temporary  realloca- 
tions may  be  made  from  one  collection  to  the  other 
as  circumstances  warrant  from  time  to  time. 

2.  Separate  placement  of  the  two  collections.  The 
archival  collection  is  to  be  located  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  in  a  Presidential  archival  facility  on  a 
campus  of  the  University,  space  for  which  is  to  be 
provided  there  temporarily  in  an  existing  facility  and 
as  soon  as  practicable  on  a  permanent  basis  in  a 
suitable  new  building  to  be  constructed  and  owned 
by  the  University  and  designated  as  the  Gerald  Ford 
Library.  The  museum  collection  is  to  be  located  as 
soon  as  practicable  on  a  permanent  basis  within 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  or  its  environs  after  a  suit- 
able building  for  that  purpose  has  been  provided  by 
an  appropriate  organization  (such  as  the  Gerald  R. 
Ford  Commemorative  Committee  or  other  local  civic 
group,  a  municipality  or  State  agency,  the  University 
or  another  institution  of  higher  learning)  which  shall 
be  designated  as  the  Gerald  Ford  Museum.  Until  such 
time  as  the  arrangements  set  forth  above  can  be 
implemented,  materials  for  either  or  both  collections 
may  be  kept  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  appropriate 
safeguards,  at  such  other  locations  as  the  Archivist 
may  from  time  to  time  determine,  in  concurrence 
with  the  University,  including,  if  I  so  request,  place- 
ment of  specific  portions  of  the  collections  at  a 
designated  ofHce  that  is  provided  for  my  use  by  the 
United  States  Government.  The  use  by  the  United 
States  for  the  foregoing  purposes  of  land,  buildings 
or  equipment  owned  by  the  University  or  other  ap- 
propriate organization  shall  be  on  available  terms 
that  the  Archivist  considers  proper;  and  the  respec- 
tive facilities  to  be  used  on  a  permanent  basis  for 
housing  and  preserving  my  collections  shall  together 
constitute  the  Presidential  archival  depository  for  the 
historical  materials  of  my  Presidency  and  of  the 
other  offices  I  have  held. 

3.  Integrity  of  the  respective  collections.  This  con- 
veyance has  been  made  comprehensive  to  include 
and,  except  as  provided  in  paragraphs  1  and  2,  to 
keep  together  on  a  permanent  basis  all  materials  that 
relate  in  any  way  to  each  of  the  different  offices  I 
have  held  and  each  of  my  political  and  other  public 
activities  over  the  entire  period  since  1948.  In  the 
protection,  care  and  administration  of  the  materials, 
as  and  after  they  are  accessioned,  this  integrity  shall 
at  all  times  be  maintained;  provided,  however,  that 


no  provision  of  this  conveyance  shall  be  construed 
to  preclude: 

(a)  Additions  to  the  collections  of  related  ma- 
terials from  any  source,  on  a  temporary  or  permanent 
basis. 

(b)  Temporary  loans  to  other  institutions  or  ex- 
hibits of  items  or  objects  from  the  collections  under 
appropriate  safeguards  and  for  purposes  consistent 
with  the  historical,  commemorative,  and  educational 
value  of  the  collections  and  the  public  interest  therein. 

(c)  Temporary  loans  to  me  or  to  any  member  of 
my  immediate  family  of  objects  from  the  museum 
collection  or  of  extra  copies  from  the  archival 
collection. 

(d)  Return  to  me  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  any 
other  rightful  owner  of  items  received  by  the  Archi- 
vist which  were  not  by  the  terms  of  the  applicable 
conveyance  intended  to  be  conveyed  or  which  could 
not  under  valid  existing  and  applicable  law  have 
been  conveyed  for  the  uses  and  purposes  stated. 

(e)  Disposal  in  any  manner  of  materials  that  do 
not  appear  to  have  sufficient  administrative,  legal, 
research  or  historical  value  to  warrant  their  further 
preservation  as  part  of  the  collections,  provided  the 
University  shall  have  the  right  of  first  refusal  to  any 
of  the  archival  materials  the  Archivist  proposes  for 
disposal. 

4.  Administration  of  the  collections  and  operation 
of  the  library  and  museum.  The  respective  collections 
and  facilities  in  which  they  are  located  shall  be  ad- 
ministered and  operated  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
the  terms  of  restrictions  stated  in  this  Annex  and 
with  the  uses  and  purposes  for  which  the  deposit  and 
conveyance  have  been  made,  including  the  following 
particular  provisions: 

(a)  Each  collection  and  permanent  facility  shall 
be  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  a  qualified 
director,  or  a  single  such  director  may  serve  for  both 
collections  and  permanent  facilities.  Such  directors 
are  hereinafter  referred  to  respectively  as  the  director 
of  the  library  and  the  museum.  Each  director  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Archivist,  and  the  appointment 
for  the  archival  collection  and  facility  shall  be  made 
only  after  prior  consultation  with  the  University  and, 
insofar  as  the  law  permits,  with  its  approval,  so  that, 
if  at  all  possible,  the  director  to  be  appointed  may 
have  or  be  given  faculty  status  by  the  University. 
Each  director  shall  be  entitled  to  act  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Archivist  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  dele- 
gated to  him,  subject  to  any  restrictions  or  qualifica- 
tions imposed  by  the  Archivist. 

(b)  For  the  archival  collection,  the  University 
shall  appoint  a  council  of  not  less  than  five  members 
who  shall  initially  hold  office  for  such  staggered 
terms  as  the  University  shall  designate  at  the  time  of 
appointment  and  whose  successors  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  University  for  terms  equal  to  the  longest  of  the 
initial  terms  or  equal  to  the  unexpired  portion  of  a 
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term  for  which  a  vacancy  may  have  occurred.  For  so 
long  as  possible,  members  shall  be  appointed  pri- 
marily from  among  persons  v^^ho  have  been  identified 
or  associated  with  my  public  life.  For  the  museum 
collection,  whenever  funds  for  a  suitable  building 
have  been  provided,  the  local  civic  group  or  other 
organization  by  which  or  under  whose  auspices  the 
funds  have  been  provided  or  raised  (hereinafter 
referred  to  as  the  "sponsoring  organization")  shall 
appoint  a  similar  council  of  not  less  than  five  mem- 
bers on  the  same  basis  and  shall  similarly  appoint  or 
make  provisions  for  appointments  of  successor  mem- 
bers. The  council  for  the  archival  depository  shall 
advise  and  make  recommendations  to  the  University, 
which  shall  seek  and  receive  the  same,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  administration  of  the  archival  collection 
and  facility;  and  the  council  for  the  museum  collec- 
tion shall  advise  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
sponsoring  organization,  which  shall  seek  and  receive 
the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the  administration  of  the 
museum  collection  and  facility.  The  Archivist  and 
each  director  shall  seek  aiid  receive  advice  and 
recommendations  from  the  University  or  the  spon- 
soring organization  on  matters  of  general  policy  in 
the  administration  of  the  archival  collection  and 
facility  and  the  museum  collection  and  facility, 
respectively,  on  any  arrangements  made  pursuant  to 
subparagraph  (c)  below,  and  on  significant  questions 
of  interpretation  and  application  of  the  terms  and 
restrictions  of  this  conveyance. 

(c)  Notwithstanding  any  other  provisions  of  this 
annex,  to  the  extent  provisions  of  Federal  law  may 
allow  for  administration  and  operation  by  the  Uni- 
versity or  other  appropriate  organization  of  the  col- 
lections and  of  the  respective  facilities  in  which  they 
are  located,  under  contract,  subsidy  or  other  arrange- 
ment with  or  from  the  Federal  Government,  then  on 
terms  the  Archivist  considers  proper,  the  University 
or  other  appropriate  organization  may  succeed  to  the 
authority  and  responsibility  otherwise  to  be  exercised 
by  the  Archivist. 

5.  Access  to  materials  in  the  archival  collection. 

(a)  Processing  of  materials.  For  purposes  of  this 
Annex  B  and  related  documents,  the  term  "processed 
materials"  refers  to  those  materials  belonging  to  a 
coherent  segment  that  in  its  entirety  has  been 
physically  readied  for  research  use,  has  been  de- 
scribed in  the  form  of  finding  aids,  and  has  been 
reviewed  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  materials 
subject  to  any  of  the  restrictions  specified  in  sub- 
paragraph (c)  below.  Materials  shall  be  processed  as 
soon  as  possible.  Also,  in  order  to  comply  in  any 
particular  instance  with  subparagraphs  (d),  (e)  or 
(f),  those  particular  materials  to  which  access  is 
required,  if  not  already  processed  materials,  shall  be 
processed  prompdy  to  whatever  minimum  extent  will 
serve  that  purpose  only  and  will  assure  compliance 
with  the  other  terms  and  restrictions  of  this  Annex. 


(b)  General  standards  for  access  to  processed  ma- 
terials. Paragraphs  1  through  6  of  the  "Standards  for 
Access  to  Research  Materials  in  Archival  and  Manu- 
script Repositories"  adopted  by  the  Society  of  Ameri- 
can Archivists  on  December  29,  1973,  (copy  of  which 
is  attached)  shall  be  applicable  to  all  processed  ma- 
terials insofar  as  practicable,  subject,  however,  to 
application  of  restrictions  upon  access,  as  contem- 
plated by  paragraph  7  of  such  standards,  that  are 
stated  below. 

(c)  Restricted  materials.  Except  for  access  by 
qualified  persons  employed  and  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  normal  archival  work  on  the  materials 
and  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  subparagraphs 
(d),  (e)  and  (f),  no  materials  coming  within  any 
of  the  following  categories  shall  be  made  available 
for  inspection,  reading,  copying,  or  other  use, 
whether  or  not  processed: 

(i)  Material  relating  to  my  personal,  family, 
and  confidential  business  affairs  or  to  those  of 
other  persons  in  their  communications  to  me 
(although  it  is  not  my  present  intention  to  include 
material  of  this  nature  in  the  archival  collection). 

(ii)  Material  relating  to  investigations  of  indi- 
viduals and  organizations,  to  proposed  appoint- 
ments to  office,  or  to  personnel  matters. 

(iii)  Material  involving  communications  made 
in  confidence  to  me  or  between  my  advisors  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  or  advising  me  in  my 
duties  and  responsibilities  as  a  Member  of  Congress 
or  as  Vice  President  or  President. 

(iv)  Material  containing  information  or  state- 
ments that  might  be  used  to  harass  or  injure  any 
living  person  or  to  interfere  with  a  person's  right 
of  privacy  or  right  of  association. 

(v)  Material  containing  information  or  state- 
ments where  disclosure  is  prohibited  by  statute. 

(vi)  Material  containing  statements  or  infor- 
mation, the  divulgence  of  which  might  prejudice 
the  conduct  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
States  of  America  or  which  would  adversely  affect 
the  security  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

(vii)  Materials  that  are  security-classified  pursu- 
ant to  law  or  Executive  Order. 

Except  as  required  by  law  or  Executive  Order, 
and  subject  to  the  other  pi-ovisions  hereof,  material 
originally  falling  within  any  of  the  foregoing 
categories  shall  not  continue  to  be  restricted  beyond 
January  20,  1990,  unless  and  to  the  extent  the 
director  of  the  library  determines  otherwise,  and 
then  only  for  such  additional  period  or  periods 
for  particular  materials  in  any  category  as  may  be 
reasonable  under  the  theii  existing  circumstances. 
Except  with  regard  to  materials  restricted  under 
categories  (v),  (vi),  or  (vii),  above,  particular 
materials  originally  restricted  may  be  sooner  made 
available  when  in  the  judgment  of  the  director 
of  the  library  the  reasons  for  having  restricted  such 
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materials  no  longer  exist.  Materials  originally 
restricted  under  categories  (v),  (vi)  or  (vii)  may 
be  made  available  at  any  time  only  when  in  the 
judgment  of  an  appropriate  Federal  official  or 
committee  the  reasons  for  having  restricted  them 
no  longer  exist. 

(d)  My  access  and  that  of  former  appointees  or 
sta§  members.  I  or  any  designated  agent  of  mine, 
during  my  lifetime,  shall  have  the  full  right  of  access 
to  all  materials,  including  restricted  materials,  for 
purposes  of  inspection,  reading  and  copying.  Also, 
the  same  right  of  access  shall  be  afforded,  with  my 
written  permission  and  on  such  terms  as  I  may  set 
(or  in  the  event  of  my  disability  or  after  my  death, 

by  permission  of  the  director  on  such  terms  as  he  may 
set)  to  any  former  Presidential  appointee  who  served 
in  my  Administration  or  former  member  of  my  Con- 
gressional, Vice  Presidential  or  Presidential  staffs  in 
respect  of  materials  authored  or  prepared  by  such 
person  or  by  any  of  his  assistants  and  not  otherwise 
available  to  such  person.  In  addition,  I  or  any  mem- 
ber of  my  immediate  family  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  temporary  loans  of  existing  duplicates  in  the 
collection  of  materials  that  are  not  restricted,  upon 
consent  of  the  director  and  on  such  terms  and  under 
such  safeguards  as  he  may  determine. 

(e)  Access  for  current  official  business  of  the 
White  House  Office  of  the  "President,  The  director  o£ 
the  library  shall  make  available  for  reading  or 
copying  otherwise  restricted  materials  relating  to 
my  official  duties  as  President,  while  I  held  office, 
upon  written  request  in  each  instance  from  the  Coun- 
sel to  the  President,  with  a  copy  to  me  or  my  desig- 
nated agent,  describing  with  specificity  the  materials 
required,  stating  that  the  information  they  contain  is 
needed  for  current  official  business  of  the  White 
Office  of  the  President,  and  is  not  otherwise  avail- 
able, and  undertaking  to  protect  the  restrictions  set 
forth  herein  and  to  deliver  to  the  director  all  copies 
received   or  made  of  restricted   materials. 

Access  for  reading  of  any  such  materials  or  re- 
ceiving or  reading  any  copies  thereof  as  provided 
under  the  terms  of  this  subparagraph,  shall  be  limited 
to  the  President  himself,  the  Counsel  to  the  President, 
and  such  other  responsible  and  qualified  staff  mem- 
ber of  the  White  House  Office  of  the  President  as 
shall  have  been  named  and  authorized  in  the  written 
request  to  read  the  materials  or  to  receive  a  copy 
thereof  and  who  makes  in  writing  the  same  under- 
taking that  the  Counsel  to  the  President  has  made. 

(f)  Access  for  compliance  with  subpoena  or 
other  lawful  process.  Subject  to  any  rights,  defenses, 
or  privileges  which  the  Federal  Government  or  any 
other  organization  or  person  may  invoke,  the  ma- 
terials, whether  or  not  processed,  shall  be  subject 
to  subpoena  or  other  lawful  process.  The  director  of 
the  library  shall  develop  procedures  for  providing 
notice  to  the  Federal  Government,  to  me,  and,  within 
practical  limits,  to  any  other  organization  or  person 


who  may  invoke  such  rights,  defenses,  or  privileges 
in  particular  instances  covered  by  this  subparagraph, 
(g)  Security-classified  information.  All  access  to 
the  materials  is  subject  to  the  requirement  that 
information  which  is  security-classified  or  protected 
from  divulgence  pursuant  to  law  or  Executive  Order 
shall  be  made  available  and  shall  be  used  only  in 
accordance  with  procedures  established  by  law  or 
Executive  Order  governing  the  availability  and  use 
of  such  information. 

6.  Access  to  materials  in  the  museum  collection. 
Materials  in  the  museum  shall  be  temporarily  or 
permanently  displayed  or  exhibited  for  public  view- 
ing on  a  selective  basis  as  the  museum  director  may 
from  time  to  time  determine.  I,  or  any  member  of  my 
immediate  family,  shall  have  full  right  of  access  to 
any  of  the  materials  in  the  museum  for  the  purpose 
of  inspecting,  photographing,  or  duplicating  them. 

Temporary  loans  to  me  or  to  any  member  of  my 
family  of  specific  materials  may  be  requested,  and 
they  shall  be  granted  upon  consent  of  the  director 
and  on  such  terms  and  under  such  safeguards  as  he 
may  determine. 

Other  uses  of,  and  access  by  researchers,  educators, 
and  students  to,  museum  materials  shall  be  in  accord- 
ance with  such  generally  applicable  rules  or  policies 
as  the  museum  director  shall  from  time  to  time 
promulgate. 

7.  Availability  and  use  of  materials  for  remainder 
of  my  Presidential  term.  Notwithstanding  any  other 
provisions  hereof,  such  of  the  conveyed  materials  as 
are  now  available  to  me  or  staff  members  of  the 
White  House  Office  or  Executive  Office  of  the 
President  within  the  White  House  and  related  facili- 
ties shall  continue  to  be  so  available  to  me  and  to 
such  staff  members  and  their  permittees  for  use  in 
the  conduct  of  Government  business  during  the  re- 
mainder of  my  Presidential  term. 

8.  Interim  provisions.  Pending  a  further  appoint- 
ment, the  director  of  both  the  library  and  museum 
and  the  depositories  in  which  the  conveyed  materials 
are  temporarily  placed  shall  be  the  Archivist.  He 
shall  have  the  full  authority  granted  the  library  and 
museum  director  or  directors  under  the  terms  of 
this  conveyance  and  the  right  or  power  to  delegate  all 
or  any  portion  of  such  authority  from  time  to  time 
as  he  determines.  Pending  implementation  of  pro- 
visions herein  for  appointment  of  a  library  council 
or  of  a  museum  council,  requirements  hereunder  for 
seeking  and  receiving  advice  and  recommendations 
from  the  applicable  council  may  be  complied  with 
by  consulting  with  me  or  with  any  other  person 
whom  I  shall  have  designated  to  serve  for  me  in 
such  consultative  capacity. 


December  13,  1976 
To  the  Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford: 

Pursuant  to  my  authority  under  Chapter  21   of 
Title  44,  United  States  Code,  as  delegated  to  me  by 
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the  Administrator  of  General  Services,  I  accept  on  December  14,  1976 

behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  deposit  To  the  Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford: 

of  your  papers  and  other  historical  materials  and  the  On  behalf  of  the  Regents  of  The  University  of 

conveyance  of  your  rights,  tide,  and  interest  therein  Michigan  and  subject  to  ratification  by  the  Regents 

as  stated  in  your  letter  of  December  13,  1976,  to  be  of  The  University  of  Michigan,  I  accept  the  execu- 

administered   in  accordance  with  restrictions  as   to  tory  interest  and  other  benefits  inuring  to  the  Uni- 

their  use  specified  in  your  letter  and  its  accompany-  versity  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  December  13,  1976, 

ing  annexes;  and  I  am  prepared  to  maintain  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  and  subject  to  the  terms 

operate  the  archives  and  museum  in  facilities  that  and  restrictions  as  stated,  w^ith  the  understanding 

may  later  be  offered  to  the  United  States  subject  to  that  the  University  will  use  its  best  efforts  to  raise 

the  consummation  of  all  legal  requirements  of  the  the  necessary  funds  for,  and  to  accomplish  the  design 

above-cited  statute.  and    construction    of,    the    contemplated    archival 

James  B.  Rhoads  facility. 

Archivist  of  the  United  States  R.  W.  Fleming 
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Statement  on  Actions  To  Provide  Emergency  Livestock  Feed 
Assistance  in  the  Midwest.     December  15,  1976 

THIS  PAST  summer  and  fall  several  States — primarily  in  the  Midwest — 
suffered  a  severe  drought  which  caused  major  reductions  in  the  amount  of  feed 
grains  produced  and  available  for  livestock  feeding.  Because  our  livestock  pro- 
ducers had  been  adversely  affected,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  took  steps  to 
provide  drought-stricken  farmers  with  oats  from  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpor- 
ation reserve  stocks  under  its  Emergency  Livestock  Feed  Program.  However, 
the  stocks  reserved  by  the  Corporation  for  emergency  livestock  feed  have  now 
been  exhausted,  and  no  further  orders  for  emergency  livestock  feed  are  being 
processed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Because  this  situation  poses  an  immediate  and  serious  threat  to  a  major  seg- 
ment of  our  national  livestock  industry,  I  have  today  directed  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Administrator  of  the  Federal  Disaster  Assistance  Adminis- 
tration (FDAA)  to  cooperate  in  providing  emergency  livestock  feed  assist- 
ance payments  to  protect  our  threatened  livestock.  This  assistance  program  will 
be  administered  by  USDA  and  funded  by  FDAA.  This  action,  which  I  am  tak- 
ing today  pursuant  to  my  authority  under  the  PL  93-288  grant  assistance  pro- 
gram, will  assist  livestock  producers  to  make  emergency  purchases  of  feed 
grains  and  hay.  Initially,  this  assistance  will  be  provided  to  producers  in  South 
Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin,  whose  Governors  have  already  requested 
the  assistance,  but  it  is  expected  that  additional  States  where  I  have  declared 
emergencies  during  1976  due  to  the  drought  may  become  eligible  for  assist- 
ance. As  a  result  of  today's  action,  I  am  confident  that  our  threatened  livestock 
will  be  protected  until  next  summer,  when  new  grain  crops  become  available. 
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1030 

Remarks  at  the  Lighting  of  the  National  Community 
Christmas  Tree.     December  16 ,  1976 

Than\  you  very,  very  much.  Than\  you,  Mr,  Dixon,  Mr,  Ambassador,  Secre- 
tary Kleppe,  Mayor  Washington,  Director  Everhardt,  distinguished  guests,  ladies 
and  gentlemen: 

As  our  Bicentennial  Year  comes  to  a  close,  it  is  especially  appropriate  to 
gather  once  more  around  the  traditional  symbol  of  family  ties  and  friendly 
reunions,  our  Nation's  Christmas  tree.  In  doing  so,  we  combine  our  year-long 
celebration  of  historical  events  with  a  personal  rededication  to  timeless  values. 

The  message  of  Christmas  has  not  changed  over  the  course  of  20  centuries. 
Peace  on  Earth,  good  will  towards  men — that  message  is  as  inspiring  today  as  it 
was  vyhen  it  was  first  proclaimed  to  the  shepherds  near  Bethlehem.  It  was  first 
proclaimed,  as  we  all  know,  then. 

In  1976  America  has  been  blessed  with  peace  and  a  significant  restoration  of 
domestic  harmony.  But  true  peace  is  more  than  an  absence  of  battle.  It  is  also 
the  absence  of  prejudice  and  the  triumph  of  understanding.  Brotherhood 
among  all  peoples  must  be  the  solid  cornerstone  of  lasting  peace.  It  has  been  a 
sustaining  force  for  our  Nation,  and  it  remains  a  guiding  light  for  our  future. 

The  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  is  observed  on  every  continent.  The 
customs  and  traditions  are  not  always  the  same,  but  feelings  that  are  generated 
between  friends  and  family  members  are  equally  strong  and  equally  warm. 

In  a  few  moments  I  will  turn  the  switch  that  lights  up  our  national  Christ- 
mas tree.  As  beautiful  as  that  tree  is,  it  will  be  only  a  symbol  if  its  light  is  not 
matched  by  the  glow  of  love  in  our  hearts.  It  is  my  personal  prayer  on  this 
Christinas  of  1976  that  the  tree  which  I  light  tonight  is  only  the  beginning,  that 
each  of  you  will  also  light  a  flame  of  love — love  that  is  reflected  in  the  eyes 
of  all  our  brothers  and  sisters  across  the  Nation  and  around  the  world. 

Now,  Betty  joins  me  in  wishing  you  all  a  very,  very  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year.  Thank  you,  and  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  5:35  p.m.  at  the  23d  Ambassador  Guillermo  Sevilla^Sacasa  of  Nicaragua, 

annual  Pageant  of  Peace  ceremonies  on  the  Ellipse  dean  of  the  Washington  diplomatic  corps,  and  Gary 

near  the  White  House.  His  remarks  were  broadcast  Everhardt,  Director  of  the  National  Park  Service, 

live  on  radio  and  television.  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  the  White  House  press  release. 
John  W.  Dixon,  president.  Pageant  of  Peace,  Inc., 
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1031 

Statement  on  Decision  by  the  Organization  of  Petroleum 
Exporting  Countries  To  Increase  Oil  Prices. 
December  17,  1976 

WE  DEEPLY  regret  OPEC's  decision  to  raise^  once  again,  the  price  of  oil. 
We  very  much  appreciate  the  efforts  of  those  OPEC  members,  particularly  Saudi 
Arabia  and  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  whose  sehse  of  international  respon- 
sibility and  concern  for  the  adverse  impact  of  an  oil  price  increase  on  the  world 
economy  led  them  to  advocate  restraint  and  to  refuse  to  go  along  with  the 
increase  proposed  by  the  others.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  majority  of 
OPEC  members,  citing  artificial  economic  justifications  and  ignoring  the  de- 
structive consequences  of  their  actions,  chose  to  take  a  course  which  tan  only  be 
termed  irresponsible. 

The  United  States  has  joined  with  many  other  nations  in  an  international 
effort  to  improve  the  quality  and  degree  of  global  cooperation.  The  prosperous 
world  which  we  and  other  nations  seek,  in  the  interest  of  developed  and  de- 
veloping nations  alike,  depends  on  a  sense  of  shared  responsibility.  This  requires 
that  nations  avoid  actions  which  harm  one  another.  It  requires  that  every  country 
understand  that,  in  an  interdependent  world,  shortsighted  actions,  however 
seemingly  attractive  in  the  near  term,  can  have  long-term  consequences  detri- 
mental to  its  prosperity  and  to  that  of  all  other  countries.  It  requires  a  common 
commitment  to  the  well-being  of  all  peoples  and  special  sensitivity  to  the  plight 
of  the  world's  poorest  societies.  The  decision  of  the  OPEC  majority  clearly  does 
not  meet  such  standards  of  international  responsibility. 

For  our  part,  this  latest  price  increase  can  only  serve  as  a  sharp  reminder  for 
all  Americans  of  the  need  to  take  urgent  action  to  strengthen  our  conservation 
efforts  and  develop  new  sources  of  energy  in  order  to  reduce  our  dependence. 
And  it  niust  serve  as  a  reminder  to  all  oil-consuming  nations  of  the  need  to  work 
closely  together  to  reduce  our  reliance  on  imported  oil  and  our  vulnerability 
to  arbitrary  OPEC  decisions. 
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1032 

Remarks  in  Ann  Arbor  at  a  Luncheon  With  the 
University  of  Michigan  Regents.     December  19,  1976 

ThanJ{  you  very  much,  Bob. 

The  opportunity  to  come  to  Ann  Arbor  on  this  occasion  reminds  me  of  another 
ceremony  with  many  similarities.  When  you  are  invited  as  the  husband  of  the 
wife  who  is  to  christen  a  ship,  where  all  of  the  function  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
wife  who  is  about  to  break  the  bottle  of  champagne  before  the  launching,  the 
husband  is  totally  useless,  and  he  is  just  there.  That  is  about  it.  [Laughter^ 

Well,  I  am  delighted  to  be  here,  obviously,  to  see  Betty  get  this  degree.  It  is 
a  great  honor  for  her  and  richly  deserved.  But  it  is  also  a  great  honor  to  me 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  family  that  Betty  is  being  so  recognized. 

It  is  like  coming  back  home,  for  me,  to  Ann  Arbor.  I  don't  think  I  spent  any 
more  enjoyable  4  years  in  my  life  than  I  did  here  on  this  campus. 

I  look  over  here  and  see  Bob  Briggs.^  I  learned  something  about  budgeting 
from  you.  Bob.  We  tried  to  use  those  good  practices  in  the  Federal  Government — 
not  with  all  success,  I  might  add. 

But  it  is  delightful  to  be  here,  and  I  thank  you  for  honoring  Betty,  and  we 
are  deeply  grateful  as  a  family. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at   12:03   p.m.   in  the  Later  in  the  day,  Mrs.  Ford  was  presented  with 

Vandenberg  Room  at  the  Michigan  League  Building  an    honorary    doctor    of    laws    degree    from    the 

on  the  University  of  Michigan  campus.  He  was  intro-  university. 

duced   by   Robben   W.   Fleming,   president   of   the  As  printed  above,   this  item  follows  the  text  of 

university.  the  White  House  press  release. 

1033 

Remarks  Upon  Arrival  at  Vail,  Colorado. 
December  19,  1976 

ThanJ{  you  very,  very  much,  John. 

Betty,  Mike,  Jack,  Steve,  Susan,  and  our  daughter-in-law^,  Gayle,  and  myself, 
of  course,  are  just  delighted  to  be  here  in  Vail.  There  isn't  a  place  that  we  v^ould 
rather  come  at  Christmas  time  than  Vail,  Colorado,  and  we  have  been  here,  as  I 
best  recollect,  nine  Christmases  in  a  row.  And  I  and  all  the  family  look  forward 
to  spending  many,  many  more  Christmases  in  this  wonderful  location. 

^  University  of  Michigan  regent  1964-68  and  vice  president  1944-51. 
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About  a  week  ago,  there  were  some  inquiries  made  about  how  snow  was  in 
Vail.  One  of  my  staff  said  to  me,  "Mr.  President,  why  don't  we  change  our 
plans  and  go  somewhere  else  where  you  can  play  some  golf?"  I  said  we  were 
coming  to  Vail,  and  between  the  Indians  and  myself,  we  knew  very  well  there 
would  be  some  snow  very  shortly. 

But  let  me  just  thank  all  of  the  people  who  live  in  Vail,  all  that  come  here  to 
seek  employment,  all  who  come  to  ski.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  all  of  you  for 
your  many  courtesies,  your  hospitality,  your  friendship.  And  I  hope  and  trust 
that  we  will  see  you  on  the  slopes,  having  dinner,  walking  the  streets,  just  en- 
joying ourselves  in  this  wonderful  atmosphere  with  so  many  nice  people. 

Thank  you.  Merry,  Merry  Christmas. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  4:50  p.m.  at  the  Town  Square.  In  his  remarks,  he  referred  to  Mayor  John 
Dobson  of  Vail. 


1034 

Statement  Announcing  Federal  Recognition  of 
"Expo  '81"  as  a  World's  Fair.     December  20,  1976 

IT  GIVES  me  great  pleasure  to  announce  that  I  have  today  granted  Federal 
recognition  to  Expo  '81,  a  world's  fair  to  be  held  in  San  Bernardino  County, 
California.  Accordingly,  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify  the 
Bureau  of  International  Expositions,  which  decided  at  its  November  17  meet- 
ing in  Paris  that  Expo  '81  would  be  formally  registered  once  it  received  Fed- 
eral recognition. 

Pursuant  to  Public  Law  91-269,  the  Department  of  Commerce  has  evaluated 
the  plans  for  the  exposition,  and  I  have  received  Secretary  [Elliot  L.]  Richard- 
son's report  recommending  that  Federal  recognition  to  Expo  '81  be  granted. 
This  report  recognizes  that  other  tasks  remain  to  be  accomplished — for  ex- 
ample, environmental  factors  will  be  further  considered  upon  receipt  of  public 
comments  on  the  draft  environmental  impact  statement  now  being  circulated, 
and  additional  financial  arrangements  must  still  be  made,  including  the 
planned  authorization  of  a  $35  million  bond  issue  by  the  State  of  California.  I 
am  satisfied,  however,  that  the  preparations  made  and  the  commitments  ob- 
tained to  date  fully  justify  my  decision  to  grant  Federal  recognition. 

Those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  visit  other  recent  world's  fairs — ^in 
Spokane,  in  San  Antonio,  in  Seattle,  or  in  Montreal  know  the  great  economic, 
social,  and  cultural  benefits  which  such  an  undertaking  brings  to  a  region  as 
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well  as  to  the  Nation.  The  staging  of  an  exposition  requires  substantial  construc- 
tion activity  and  produces  a  wide  variety  of  other  employment  opportunities. 
Expo  '81  will  attract  tourists  from  across  the  Nation  and  around  the  world  who 
will  also  visit  many  of  the  other  attractions  throughout  that  beautiful  part  of 
the  country.  This  "world's  fair,"  which  will  be  held  on  the  site  of  the  Ontario 
Motor  Speedway  on  the  outskirts  of  Los  Angeles,  will  celebrate  the  200th  an- 
niversary of  the  founding  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles. 

With  the  support  of  the  American  people  and  the  residents  of  southern 
California,  Expo  '81  will  be  a  great  success  and  a  cornerstone  marking  the  be- 
ginning of  America's  third  century.  I  look  forward  to  having  the  opportunity 
to  visit  Expo  '81, 

1035 

Statement  on  the  Death  of  Mayor  Richard  J.  Daley  of 
Chicago.     December  20,  1976 

BETTY  and  I  would  like  to  express  our  sorrow  over  the  unexpected  death  of 
Richard  J.  Daley,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Chicago.  Mayor  Daley  has  been  a  domi- 
nant force  in  American  politics  for  many  years.  His  career  of  public  service  at 
the  State  and  city  level  and  his  participation  in  national  legislation  and  policies 
reflect  his  strong  belief  in  and  dedication  to  the  vitality  of  the  American  cities. 
Though  controversial  at  times,  he  has  been  a  towering  figure  in  the  American 
scene  and  will  be  long  remembered  by  the  people  of  Chicago,  of  Illinois,  and  of 
the  Nation. 

note:  Mr.  Daley  was  mayor  of  Chicago  from  1955  Personal  Representative  of  the  President  at  funeral 
until  his  death.  services  in  Chicago  on  December  22,  1976. 

Vice  President  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  served  as  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

1036 

Statement  on  the  Oil  Spill  Off  the  Coast  of 
Massachusetts.     December  22,  1976 

I  AM  deeply  concerned  by  the  serious  threats  to  New  England's  shoreline, 
wildlife,  marine  resources,  and  fishing  industry,  posed  by  the  oil  spill  off  the 
coast  of  southeastern  Massachusetts. 

I  have  directed  Federal  agencies  to  do  all  that  is  possible  to  contain  the  slick. 
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to  limit  environmental  damage,  and  to  provide  appropriate  assistance  under 
the  law  to  any  affected  cominunities  and  businesses. 

The  Coast  Guard  continues  to  take  all  possible  measures  to  ensure  minimal 
economic  and  ecological  damage.  Representatives  of  the  Economic  Develop- 
ment Administration,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the  Federal  Disas- 
ter Assistance  Administration,  and  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration  are  on  the  scene  and  are  monitoring  the  situation  closely.  They 
are  prepared,  at  my  direction,  to  respond  as  prompdy  as  possible  and  to  exercise 
every  appropriate  authority  at  their  disposal  to  assist  in  dealing  v^ith  this  un- 
fortunate accident. 

note:  On  Wednesday,   December   15,   a  Liberian-  broke  in  half,  and  on  the  following  day  the  bow  of 

registered  oil  tanker,  the  Argo  Merchant,  ran  aground  the  vessel  also  split,  spilling  the  remainder  of  the  oil 

on  the  Nantucket  shoals,  27  miles  southeast  of  the  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 

island.  On  the  morning  of  December  21,  the  vessel  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 
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Statement  on  Establishment  of  the  International  Fund  for 
Agricultural  Development.     December  22,  1976 

I  HAVE  instructed  Daniel  Parker,  Administrator  of  the  Agency  for  Interna- 
tional Development,  to  sign,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  establishing  the  International  Fund  for  Agricultural  Development. 
The  Fund — ^which  has  received  pledges  amounting  to  $1  billion — will  provide 
financial  assistance  to  enable  poor  countries  to  increase  their  ov^n  food  output. 
The  U.S.  contribution  vs^ill  be  |200  million. 

The  Fund  is  the  product  of  a  cooperative  eflfort  betw^een  the  industrialized  and 
oil-exporting  countries  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  w^orld's  poor  nations,  w^hich 
thus  exemplifies  the  progress  v^hich  can  be  achieved  by  constructive  interna- 
tional cooperation.  The  Fund  also  received  considerable  impetus  from  the 
Conference  on  International  Economic  Cooperation,  w^hich  has  been  meeting 
in  Paris.  The  United  States  remains  thoroughly  committed  to  cooperation 
among  developed  and  developing  nations,  oil  importers  and  oil  exporters,  to 
meet  the  problems  of  economic  development  and  to  build  a  prosperous  w^orld 
economy  from  which  all  nations  will  benefit. 

The  United  States  was  oile  of  the  earliest  supporters  of  the  International 
Fund  for  Agricultural  Development.  In  his  speech  to  the  Seventh  Special  Session 
of  the  UN  General  Assembly  in  September  1975^  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger 
announced  my  intention  to  seek  a  contribution  to  the  Fund. 
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Throughout  the  planning  for  the  Fund  and  negotiations  with  other  nations, 
there  has  been  close  cooperation  between  the  executive  branch  and  the  Congress. 
This  has  enabled  the  United  States  to  maintain  its  leadership  role  and  to  make 
a  substantial  contribution  to  helping  the  developing  countries  better  meet  their 
own  food  needs. 

This  is  an  important  step  toward  the  healthier  and  more  prosperous  world 
which  all  nations  seek. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

1038 

Statement  on  the  Death  of  Senator  Philip  A.  Hart 
of  Michigan.     December  26,  1976 

I  LEARNED  with  deep  regret  this  afternoon  of  the  passing  of  Senator  Phil 
Hart.  Senator  Hart  served  the  people  of  Michigan  and  the  Nation  with  great 
distinction.  He  will  be  missed. 

Mrs.  Ford  and  I  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Hart  and  to  their 
children. 

note:  Senator  Hart  was  a  Member  of  Congress  from  The   statement   was   released   at  Vail,   Colo. 

1958  until  his  death. 

1039 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Vail,  Colorado. 
December  29,  1976 

GOOD  MORNING,  everybody. 

Reporter.  Good  morning,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  I  thought  you  might  be  tired  of  me,  so  I  brought  Susan 
[Susan  Chafee,  former  U.S.  Olympic  skier]  along. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  can  we  ask  you  a  couple  of  questions? 

The  President.  Sure. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  indication  of  what  kind  of  time  frame  you  are  operat- 
ing on  on  this  amnesty  question }  ^ 


^  On  Sunday,  December  26,  the  President  telephoned  Jane  Hart,  Senator  Philip  A.  Hart's  widow,  to  express 
his  condolences  on  her  husband's  death.  At  this  time,  Mrs.  Hart  asked  the  President  to  reconsider  the 
possibility  of  amnesty  for  Vietnam  draft  evaders  and  deserters. 
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The  President.  As  prompt  as  possible. 

Q.  Would  you  think  within  the  next  week  or  so  ? 

The  President.  I  think  that  is  a  fair  time  span. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  feeling  for  your  inclination  at  this  point  ?  We  know 
that  you  have  opposed  this  in  the  past.  You  said  that  you  were  going  to  look 
into  it.  Are  you  leaning  one  way  or  the  other  at  this  point  ? 

The  President.  We  are  having  a  fair  analysis  made  of  the  success  of  the 
program  that  I  instituted  in  1974/  which  showed  about  21,000  out  of  105,000,  or 
thereabouts,  took  advantage  of  the  program.  It  was  a  good  program.  I  regret 
that  many,  many  more  didn't  participate.  But  we  have  to  take  an  overall  look 
at  the  impact  on  military  morale,  public  reaction,  equity  as  far  as  those  who 
participated  and  went  through  their  process  of  earning  their  way  to  clear  their 
records,  and  then  see  how  it  equates  vis-a-vis  the  blanket  order.  I  can't  give  you 
any  particulars  as  to  what  the  decision  will  be  at  the  present. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  get  on  to  something  else.  I  wonder  if  you 
have  decided  whether  to  give  your  former  colleagues  in  Congress  a  pay  raise  ? 

The  President.  Well,  we  are  looking  at  that  and  studying  very  carefully  the 
figures. 

Q.  Are  you  going  to  have  a  recommendation  before  you  go  out  of  office  ? 

The  President.  I  will  have  to  make  a  recommendation  before  I  leave  office 
or  else  leave  it  up  to  Mr.  Carter. 

Q.  Do  you  plan  to  leave  it  up  to  Mr.  Carter  ? 

The  President.  We  haven't  made  a  decision  yet. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  would  you  have  initiated  the  amnesty  study  but  for 
your  conversation  with  Mrs.  Hart? 

The  President.  I  don't  believe  I  would  have.  She  made  the  specific  request. 
She  is  the  window  of  a  dear  friend  of  mine,  and  at  her  request  I  thought  that 
it  would  be  appropriate  to  do  so. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  one  other  thing:  We  know  that  you  are  considering  lifting 
Federal  controls  on  gasoline  prices.  Some  of  your  aides  have  said  that  if  you 
were  going  to  make  a  decision,  you  would  probably  have  to  make  it  by  the  4th 
of  January  in  order  to  allow  Congress  the  15-day  period  to  approve  or  reject  it. 
Have  you  given  any  thought  to  that  yet  ? 

The  President.  We  have  given  it  a  lot  of  thought.  We  will  make  a  recom- 
mendation. We  haven't  decided  on  the  details  yet,  but  there  will  be  a  proposal 
to  Congress,  because  I  made  a  commitment  at  the  time  I  signed  the  energy  act 
in  December  of  1975  that  we  would  eliminate  controls  as  rapidly  as  possible, 

^  See  1974  volume,  Item  77  and  78. 
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and  we  have.  Distillates,  methyl  distillates,  and  the  other  classes  will  be  included. 
We  haven't  finalized  the  details  yet. 

Q.  So  then  when  we  say  that  you  will  make  the  proposal,  you  will  n^ake 
the  proposal  for  distillates.  Is  that  right  ? 

The  President.  Highly  likely. 

Q.  Sir,  have  you  finished  work  on  your  State  of  the  Union  yet  ? 

The  President.  That  will  be  finished  the  night  before  we  give  it,  and 
maybe  the  day  we  give  it. 

Q.  Ms.  Chafee,  what  kind  of  a  skier  is  the  President  ? 

Ms.  Chafee.  He  is  a  gutsy  skier.  I  skied  with  him  last  year.  I  think  he  is  a 
good  skier. 

Reporter.  Have  a  good  morning. 

The  Presipent.  Thank  you,  same  to  you. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  11:30  a.m.  at  Chair-  As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

lift  6.  the  White  House  press  release. 

1040 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Vail,  Colorado. 

December  31,  1976 

Reporter.  Mr.  President,  do  you  have  any  New  Year's  wishes  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  certainly  want  all  Americans  arid  all  people  through- 
out the  world  to  have  a  happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous  New  Year,  and  I 
beUeve  the  opportunities  are  there  that  they  will.  And  if  we  all  pray  and  work, 
I  think  we  can  have  that  health  and  happiness  and  prosperity. 

Q.  Mr.  President,  did  you  make  any  personal  resolutions  for  the  New  Year  ? 

The  President.  Yes,  but  I  don't  reveal  them*  Well,  I  think  I  have  said  what 
I  really  hope,  that  not  only  the  people  here  in  the  United  States  but  people 
throughout  the  world  will  have  a  wonderful  New  Year,  and  I  think  they  will. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  snow  is  an  omen  for  a  good  New  Year  ? 

The  President.  Well,  every  time  I  ski  with  Russ  Ward  ^  v^e  get  good  snow. 

Q.  Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 

The  President.  Good.  It's  nice  to  see  you  all. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  11  a.m.  at  Chairlift  6. 


^  NBC  News  reporter. 
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1041 

Statement  on  Proposed  Statehood  for  Puerto  Rico. 
December  31,  1976 

IN  OCTOBER  1975  the  Ad  Hoc  Advisory  Group  on  Puerto  Rico,  appointed 
jointly  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Puerto  Rico,  recommended  a  new  Compact  of  Permanent  Union 
between  Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States,  to  provide  maximum  self-govern- 
ment and  self-determination  for  Puerto  Rico. 

The  proposed  Compact  would  institute  fundamental  and  far-reaching 
changes  in  the  relationship  between  Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States,  and  its 
provisions  would  affect  a  wide  array  of  Federal  programs  and  interests. 

Members  of  my  Cabinet  have  thoroughly  analyzed  the  proposed  Compact 
and  made  recommendations  to  me.  After  studying  their  comments  and  rec- 
ommendations gnd  giving  deep  thought  to  this  important  proposal,  I  have  con- 
cluded that  the  proposed  Compact,  significant  and  important  though  it  is,  does 
not  advance  as  rapidly  as  it  might  freedom  and  opportunity  for  the  American 
citizens  of  Puerto  Rico. 

I  believe  that  the  appropriate  status  for  Puerto  Rico  is  statehood.  I  propose, 
therefore,  that  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
begin  now  to  take  those  steps  which  will  result  in  statehood  for  Puerto  Rico. 
I  will  recommend  to  the  95th  Congress  the  enactment  of  legislation  providing 
for  the  admission  of  Puerto  Rico  as  a  State  of  the  Union. 

The  common  bonds  of  friendship,  tradition,  dignity,  and  individual  free- 
dom have  joined  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico. 
It  is  now  time  to  make  these  bonds  permanent  through  statehood  in  accord- 
ance with  the  concept  of  mutual  acceptance  which  has  historically  governed 
the  relationship  between  Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States. 

NOTE  I  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 

1042 

Exchange  With  Reporters  in  Vail,  Colorado,  on 
Proposed  Statehood  for  Puerto  Rico.     December  31,  1976 

Reporter.  I  just  missed  the  announcement  this  morning  about  your  proposal 
that  statehood  come  for  Puerto  Rico.  Why  did  you — why  are  you  going  to  make 
that  recommendation } 
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The  President.  For  a  good  many  years  I  visited  Puerto  Rico  off  and  on.  I 
have  long  felt  that  they  had  made  tremendous  progress,  very  significant  eco- 
nomic and  social  and  political  progress.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  people  of  Puerto 
Rico  had  spoken,  in  the  last  election,  for  the  candidate  for  Governor  and  the 
candidate  for  the  House  of  Representatives.  Both  prevailed,  and  they  both  w^ere 
sympathetic,  which  w^ould  be  a  good  reflection  of  the  attitude  of  the  Puerto 
Rican  people.  So,  it  seemed  to  me  that  wc  ought  to  take  an  initiative  here  in 
Washington  to  indicate  our  full  support  for  statehood  for  Puerto  Rico. 

Q.  Why  did  you  decide  not  to  v^ait  until  President-elect  Carter  had  taken 
office  and  let  him  do  it  ? 

The  President.  Because  I'm  President  until  January  20. 

Q.  Sir,  did  you  consult  w^ith  Governor  Romero  Barcelo  before  announcing 
this? 

The  President.  I  did  not,  personally.  But  I  have,  on  a  number  of  occasions, 
talked  to  former  Governor  Luis  Ferre,  and  I  have,  on  a  number  of  occasions 
while  in  Puerto  Rico,  discussed  the  overall  problems  with  the  former  mayor  of 
San  Juan,  who  is  now  the  new  Governor,  who  is  being  sworn  in.  And  it  seemed 
to  me  that  it  was  a  very  apropos  time.  So,  no  one  could  accuse  me  of  any  politi- 
cal— not  ambitions,  but  political  motives.  I  certainly  hope  it  will  be  well  re- 
ceived here  and  well  received  by  the  American  people. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  about  congressional  approval  of  the  proposal  ? 

The  President.  We'll  have  to  wait  and  see. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Puerto  Ricans  would  approve  ? 

The  President.  Well,  I  think  there  is  a  pretty  good  indication  that  they  are 
sympathetic. 

note:  The  exchange  began  at  2  p.m.  at  ChairUft  6.       the  White  House  press  release. 
As  printed  above,  this  item  follows  the  text  of 

1043 

Statement  Announcing  Extension  and  Name  Change  of  the 
Inflation  Impact  Statement  Program.     December  31,  1976 

I  AM  announcing  today  that  I  am  extending  Executive  Order  11821,  which 
requires  Inflation  Impact  Statements  for  all  major  proposals  for  legislation,  regu- 
lations, and  rules  emanating  from  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 
When  I  addressed  the  Congress  on  October  8,  1974,  I  pointed  out  that  the 
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Federal  Government  imposes  many  hidden  and  inflationary  costs  on  our  econ- 
omy. I  announced  then  that  I  would  take  steps  to  assure  that  the  effect  on  the 
economy  of  major  executive  branch  proposals  would  be  carefully  weighed.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  November  27,  1974,  I  signed  Executive  Order  11821  which  for- 
mally initiated  the  Inflation  Impact  Statement  (IIS)  program.  Its  objective  is  to 
improve  decisionmaking  by  requiring  agencies  to  consider  the  economic  im- 
pact of  their  regulatory  and  legislative  proposals.  The  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  was  given  oversight  responsibility  for  the  IIS  pro- 
gram. He  delegated  monitoring  responsibility  for  proposed  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability,  while  retaining  the  legislative 
review  responsibilities. 

Since  the  IIS  requirements  constitute  a  rather  novel  mechanism,  an  expira- 
tion date  of  December  31,  1976,  was  specified  in  the  original  Executive  Order 
11821.  This  served  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  carefully  monitoring  the  pro- 
gram's impact  during  the  initial  period.  Based  on  my  review  of  a  just-com- 
pleted, thorough  evaluation  of  our  initial  2-year  experience  with  the  IIS  pro- 
gram, I  have  concluded  that  it  has  improved  decisionmaking  by  facilitating 
more  thorough  and  rational  review  of  proposals  whose  impact  on  the  economy 
is  substantial.  Accordingly,  I  am  extending  the  Executive  order  establishing 
this  program.  As  noted  in  the  new  Executive  order  [11949],  I  also  am  chang- 
ing the  name  of  the  program  from  Inflation  Impact  Statement  to  Economic 
Impact  Statement  to  better  reflect  the  nature  of  the  required  analysis.  I  am 
asking  the  Director  of  OMB  to  consider  making  certain  other  administrative 
improvements  suggested  in  the  evaluation  report  as  well. 

Actions  taken  to  secure  one  desired  result  often  have  many  side  effects  which 
are  overlooked  initially.  Regulations  and  legislation  frequently  can  be  designed 
to  produce  their  intended  effects  in  several  different  ways.  Economic  analysis, 
objectively  applied,  can  help  decisionmakers  and  the  public  see  more  clearly 
a  proposal's  benefits  and  costs.  I  believe  that  the  IIS  program  is  a  useful  ap- 
proach to  encouraging  more  rationahty  in  the  Federal  Government's  decision- 
making. 

note:  The  statement  was  released  at  Vail,  Colo. 
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1044 

Message  to  the  Congress  Outlining  1977  Tax 
Reduction  Proposals.     January  4,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  October  1975, 1  presented  to  the  Congress  a  program  of  tax  cuts  and  spend- 
ing restraints  that  woiild  have  reduced  the  burden  of  government  for  all  tax- 
payers. It  v^ould  have  given  the  American  people  more  freedom  to  spend  their 
incomes  as  they  choose  rather  than  as  Washington  chooses  for  them.  How^ever, 
Congress  decided  otherw^ise — to  increase  spending  far  more  than  I  w^anted  and 
to  cut  taxes  far  less  than  I  v^ahted. 

My  forthcoming  1978  Budget  v^ill  provide  a  detailed  blueprint  for  Federal 
spending.  Today,  as  I  promised,  I  am  outlining  my  proposals  for  personal  and 
business  tax  reductions  in  1977.  First,  I  again  urge  a  permanent  increase  in  the 
personal  exemption  from  $750  to  11,000  to  replace  the  system  of  temporary  tax 
credits  that  have  so  greatly  complicated  the  individual  income  tax  return.  I 
am  also  recommending  an  increase  in  the  lov^  income  allov^ance  and  a  series 
of  permanent  tax  rate  reductions.  In  total,  my  proposals  provide  income  tax 
relief  for  individuals  of  approximately  $10  billion  in  1977.  The  tax  reduc- 
tions of  1975  and  1976  focused  tax  relief  on  the  low^er  income  taxpayer.  How^- 
ever,  it  is  high  time  to  focus  substantial  tax  relief  on  middle  income  taxpayers. 
The  tax  relief  I  seek  will  cut  the  1977  income  taxes  of  a  typical  family  w^ith  four 
v^ith  an  income  of  $15,000  by  $227. 

In  the  long  run,  inflation  and  real  economic  grov^th  constantly  push  taxpayers 
into  higher  atid  higher  tax  brackets  if  tax  lav^  remains  unchanged.  Some 
believe  that  these  additional  tax  receipts  should  be  spent  on  nev^  Federal 
programs.  I  do  not.  Instead,  I  believe  that  the  Congress  should  periodically 
counteract  the  growling  burden  imposed  by  the  tax  system  by  providing  off- 
setting tax  cuts  v^hile  continuing  to  restrain  the  rate  of  grov^th  of  Federal 
spending. 

The  creation  of  good  permanent  jobs  for  our  expanding  labor  force  requires 
a  higher  level  of  private  investment.  I  am,  therefore,  recommending  again  a 
permanent  reduction  in  the  corporate  income  tax  from  48  to  46  percent.  This 
would  reduce  business  tax  liabilities  by  $25  billion  in  1977. 

I  also  urge  making  permanent  the  10  percent  investment  tax  credit  and  the 
surtax  exemption  provisions  of  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976.  In  the  longer  run 
we  must  eliminate  the  double  taxation  of  dividend  payments.  I  am,  therefore. 
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renewing  my  proposal  to  integrate  corporate  and  personal  income  taxes  gradu- 
ally over  a  period  of  years  beginning  in  1978.  AH  of  these  changes  in  the  tax 
laws  will  increase  the  funds  available,  directly  and  indirectly,  for  new  and 
better  plants,  machinery,  stores  and  equipment. 

I  am  again  recommending  accelerated  depreciation  for  new  plants  and  equip- 
ment installed  in  rural  and  urban  labor  market  areas  where  unemployment  is 
7  percent  or  higher.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  this  is  a  far  better  way  to  help 
create  jobs  in  those  areas  that  have  lagged  behind  in  the  economic  recovery 
than  adding  layer  upon  layer  of  new  hastily  conceived  spending  programs. 

A  year  ago,  in  my  1977  Budget,  I  noted  that  the  old  age,  survivors  and 
disability  trust  funds  would  be  depleted  in  the  early  1980's  unless  some  action 
was  taken.  Therefore,  much  as  I  didn't  like  doing  it,  I  felt  compelled  to  recom- 
mend payroll  tax  rate  increases  beginning  January  1,  1977.  The  employee 
share  of  this  increase  would  have  amounted  to  less  than  one  dollar  per  week 
for  taxpayer3  at  the  top  end  of  the  pay  scale  and  a  few  cents  per  week  for  those 
at  the  bottom.  Congress  failed  to  act  on  this  proposal.  Partly  because  of  the 
delay,  a  higher  tax  increase  is  now  necessary  if  the  social  security  system  is  to 
remain  intact.  Because  current  law  already  prescribes  a  four-tenths  of  one 
percent  increase  in  the  tax  rate  in  1978, 1  do  not  believe  that  a  very  large  addi- 
tional increase  is  appropriate  in  that  year.  I  am  therefore  proposing  an  addi- 
tional two-tenths  of  one  percent  rate  increase  in  1978  supplemented  by  a 
six-tenths  of  one  percent  rate  increase  in  1979  and  a  three-tenths  of  one  percent 
rate  increase  in  1980,  These  increases  will  restore  the  fiscal  integrity  of  the 
Social  Security  Trust  Funds  in  the  short  run  and,  together  with  my  proposals 
for  correcting  the  inflation  adjustment  for  future  benefits  for  currently 
employed  workers,  will  greatly  reduce  the  long-run  deficit  faced  by  the  social 
security  system. 

I  have  in  the  past  urged  several  other  changes  in  pur  tax  laws  which  are  both 
necessary  and  desirable.  These  will  be  proposed  again  in  my  budget,  but  need 
not  be  discussed  in  detail  at  this  time.  These  include  a  tax  credit  for  home 
insulation,  exempting  charitable  contributions  from  the  burden  of  the  mini- 
mum tax,  increasing  the  railroad  retirement  tax  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
recommended  Social  Security  tax  increases,  and  providing  State  and  local 
governments  with  an  option  to  issue  taxable  bonds  subsidized  in  part  by  the 
Federal  government. 

I  am  also  recommending  repeal  of  the  earned  income  credit  and  the  provision 
for  funding  Employee  Stock  Ownership  Plans  through  additional  investment 
tax  credits.  The  earned  income  credit  is  not  integrated  with  the  rest  of  our 
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welfare  system  and  makes  future  reform  of  that  system  even  more  difficult. 
The  Employee  Stock  Ownership  Plan  provides  a  very  large  taxpayer  subsidy 
to  employers  who  wish  to  purchase  stock  in  their  firm  for  their  employees.  I 
do  not  believe  that  this  is  an  equitable  approach  to  the  encouragement  of  stock 
ownership. 
I  urge  that  the  Congress  take  prompt  action  on  all  of  the  above  tax  proposals. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  4, 1977. 

1045 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  on  Energy. 
January  7,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Three  years  have  now  passed  since  the  Arab  oil  embargo  demonstrated  that 
the  Nation  had  become  overly  dependent  on  other  countries  for  our  energy 
supplies.  We  have  made  progress  in  dealing  with  our  energy  problems  but 
much  more  must  be  done  if  we  are  to  achieve  our  objective  of  assuring  an  ade- 
quate and  secure  supply  of  energy  at  reasonable  prices. 

Action  by  the  Congress  is  vitally  important  in  the  coming  year  on  a  number 
of  matters  affecting  energy  supply  and  demand.  The  outcome  of  that  action 
will  affect  the  Nation's  security,  economic  strength  and  role  in  world  affairs. 
Decisions  made  during  this  critical  period  will  affect  the  health,  welfare,  qual- 
ity of  life  and  freedom  of  choice  of  our  people  for  years  to  come. 

A  new  Congress  and  change  in  Administration  provide  an  appropriate  oc- 
casion to  review  our  energy  situation,  to  summarize  and  share  the  knowledge 
that  has  been  gained  from  analysis  and  debate  over  the  past  two  years,  and  to 
outline  the  remaining  need  for  action. 

I  am  pleased  that  we  have  made  a  good  start  towards  a  comprehensive  na- 
tional energy  policy;  that  we  have  taken  major  steps  forward  on  programs  to 
conserve  energy,  increase  domestic  energy  production,  develop  strategic  pe- 
troleum reserves,  and  develop  new  technology;  and  that  our  imports  are  less 
today  than  they  would  have  been  had  we  not  begun  taking  the  steps  I  outlined 
in  my  State  of  the  Union  address  two  years  ago. 

But  our  imports  are  higher  today  than  they  were  three  years  ago,  and  we 
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have  not  yet  as  a  Nation  faced  up  to  many  of  the  hard  decisions  and  choices 
that  are  necessary  before  we  can  achieve  our  energy  objectives. 

The  lack  of  better  progress  is  regrettable  but  I  believe  the  reasons  for  it  are 
quite  clear: 

— First,  the  real  nature  of  the  Nation's  energy  problem  and  the  implications 
of  leaving  it  unresolved  are  not  fully  understood  or  appreciated  by  many 
people. 

— Second,  many  of  those  who  recognize  the  problem  and  the  implications 
of  not  solving  it  have  looked  for  easy  solutions.  This  has  led  often  to  proposals 
which: 

— promise  far  more  than  can  be  delivered;  or 

— expand  significantly  the  role  of  the  Federal  Government. 

We  are  now  beginning  to  recognize  more  clearly  the  dangers  of  a  greatly 
expanded  Federal  role  in  energy.  We  also  now  realize  that  other  "easy"  answers 
are  turning  out  to  be  impractical,  ineflfective,  or  oversold. 

Fundamental  Issues  and  Choices 

The  decisions  which  must  be  made  are  difficult  and  the  implications  of  the 
choices  are  far  reaching.  Thus,  the  Congress  and  the  public  should  have  the 
best  possible  understanding  of  the  fundamental  issues  and  choices  that  are 
involved  in  my  proposals  and  in  the  proposals  that  will  be  forthcoming  from 
the  new  Administration  and  Congress.  There  are  five  matters  that  deserve 
special  attention: 
— The  high  cost  to  the  Nation  of  delay  in  solving  our  energy  problem. 
— ^The  illusions  and  false  hopes  that  are  involved  in  some  of  the  "easy" 

answers  that  have  been  proposed. 
— The  dangers  of  expanding  the  Federal  role  in  energy. 
— The  need  to  recognize  the  interdependence  of  the  U.S.  and  other  con- 
sumer nations  in  energy  matters. 
— The  necessity  of  facing  up  to  the  hard  choices  that  must  be  made  in  order 
to  achieve  a  balance  among  our  Nation's  security,  energy,  economic, 
consumer  price,  and  environmental  objectives. 

High  Cost  of  Delay  in  Solving  Our  Energy  Problem 

A  better  understanding  of  our  energy  problem  and  the  high  cost  of  delay  iix 
solving  it  should  help  restore  the  sense  of  urgency  that  was  lost  when  the  em- 
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bargo  ended,  the  gasoline  lines  disappeared,  and  an  adequate  supply  of  most 
forms  of  energy  became  available — though  at  higher  prices. 

Our  Energy  Problem 

The  principal  energy  problem  now  facing  the  United  States  is  our  excessive 
and  grov^ing  dependence  on  imported  oil  from  a  relatively  few  foreign  na- 
tions that  own  the  majority  of  world  oil  reserves  and  have  the  ability  to  control 
world  oil  prices  and  production.  We  are  also  faced  with  a  problem  of  short- 
ages of  natural  gas  in  soine  areas.  This  problem  will  become  more  serious  this 
winter  if  unusually  cold  weather  continues  and  will  grow  each  year  as 
production  and  interstate  sales  decline — resulting  in  job  losses  and  economic 
dislocation. 

Our  situation  is  the  result  of  several  factors.  For  example,  our  economy  and 
style  of  life — neither  of  which  can  be  altered  quickly — have  been  built  upon 
cheap  and  abundant  energy.  Low  prices,  resulting  from  government  regula- 
tions and  policies,  and  heightened  environmental  concerns  encouraged  exces- 
sive reliance  on  oil  and  natural  gas,  rather  than  coal  which  we  have  in  plentiful 
supply.  This  led  to  wasteful  and  inefficient  uses  of  oil  and  gas. 

Our  domestic  production  of  oil  and  natural  gas  peaked  in  the  early  l970's 
and  has  been  declining  steadily  as  cheap,  easily  developed  reserves  have 
dwindled.  In  the  early  1980's,  oil  and  natural  gas  from  Alaska  and  the  Outer 
Continental  Shelf— our  last  frontiers — will  help  offset  the  decline  in  production 
from  on-shore  areas.  But,  overall,  domestic  oil  and  gas  production  will  again 
decline  precipitously  unless  higher  prices  are  available  to  cover  the  costs  of 
developing  resources  which  are  not  now  economically  feasible  to  produce. 

Meanwhile,  our  energy  demands  are  increasing  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  grow- 
ing economy.  We  are  not  expanding  the  use  of  coal  and  nuclear  energy  fast 
enough  as  substitutes  for  oil  and  gas,  where  this  is  possible,  or  to  meet  growing 
energy  requirements.  Instead  we  have  turned  to  imports,  and  imports  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  as  we  face  declining  production  and  depletion  of  oil  and  gas 
reserves. 

The  Costs  of  Dependence 

The  real  price  paid  for  our  growing  dependence  on  imported  oil  is  our  vulner- 
ability to  significant  economic  and  social  disruption  from  the  interruption  of  oil 
imports.  Apart  from  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  millions  of  people, 
the  1973-74  embargo  and  the  resulting  higher  prices  caused  a  loss  of 
about  500,000  jobs  and  approximately  $20  billion  in  our  Gross  National  Prod- 
uct. The  sudden  four-fold  increase  in  OPEC  oil  prices  contributed  significantly 
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to  inflation.  Since  1974  our  dependence  on  imports,  particularly  from  Arab  na- 
tions, has  grown  by  a  million  barrels  per  day,  so  that  an  interruption  of  supply 
today  would  be  even  more  disruptive  of  our  economy  than  the  1973-74  embargo. 

Another  cost  of  energy  dependence  is  the  outflow  of  U.S.  dollars  to  pay  for 
imported  oil,  totalling  about  |34  billion  in  1976  or  $160  for  each  American, 
eleven  times  that  in  1972. 

Still  another  cost  is  the  limitation  on  our  freedom  of  action  in  international 
affairs  due  to  our  vulnerability  to  the  threat  of  another  interruption. 

Realistic  Energy  Goals 

In  niy  first  State  of  the  Union  Message  two  years  ago,  I  outlined  a  compre^ 
hensive  energy  program  for  the  Nation  with  goals  of: 
— Halting  our  growing  dependence  on  imported  oil. 

— Attaining  energy  independence  by  1985  by  achieving  invulnerability  to  dis^ 
ruptions  caused  by  oil  embargoes,  by  reducing  oil  imports  to  between  3  and 
5  million  barrels  per  day  with  an  accompanying  ability  to  offset  any  supply 
interruption  with  stored  petroleum  reserves  and  emergency  standby 
measures. 
— Mobilizing  our  technological  capability  and  resources  to  supply  a  significant 

share  of  the  free  world's  energy  needs  beyond  1985. 
These  goals  do  not  mean  that  we  should  seek  to  eliminate  all  energy  imports, 
because  generally  it  will  be  in  the  Nation's  best  interest  to  cpntinue  importing 
energy  when  it  can  be  obtained  at  lower  cost — as  long  as  we  have  the  ability  to 
withstand  interruptions  of  supply  from  insecure  sources. 

The  goals  do  mean  that  we  should  reduce  and  then  eliminate  our  vulnerability. 
In  the  longer  term,  we  should  better  use  our  resources  and  technological 
capability  to  regain  our  ability  to  assure  the  reasonableness  of  energy  prices. 

Whether  the  date  I  set  for  achieving  energy  independence  and  the  level  of 
imports  I  proposed  are  realistic  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  debate.  I 
believe  the  goals  could  be  attained  if  the  Congress  approved  the  critical  legisla- 
tion I  proposed,  but  that  is  not  the  major  point.  The  essential  point  now  is  that 
we  recognize  that  our  excessive  dependence  and  vulnerability  are  costly  and  that 
it  is  in  the  Nation's  best  interest  to  solve  the  problem  as  soon  as  possible. 

Avoiding  Illusions 

A  number  of  well-intentioned  proposals  have  been  advanced  for  dealing  with 
our  energy  problems  which,  when  evaluated,  are  found  to  have  far  less  potential 
or  merit  than  is  claimed  by  their  proponents.  Four  such  proposals  warrant  spe- 
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cial  attention:  advanced  energy  technologies,  energy  conservation  in  lieu  of  in- 
creased production,  abandoning  nuclear  fission  energy  or  coal,  and  oil  company 
divestiture.  All  four  are  likely  to  receive  Congressional  consideration  this  year. 

Contribution  of  Advanced  Technologies 

There  are  repeated  claims  that  fusion,  solar  or  geothermal  energy,  or  some 
other  advanced  technology,  v^ill  soon  provide  a  virtually  risk-free  answer  to  our 
energy  needs.  Such  claims  w^arrant  and  have  been  given  very  careful  considera- 
tion because  new  technological  developments  have  helped  us  solve  many 
problems  in  the  past. 

There  are  three  common  myths  about  fusion,  solar  and  geothermal  energy: 

— That  major  contributions  to  our  energy  supplies  can  be  expected  soon 
from  these  sources. 

— ^That  there  are  no  serious  economic,  safety,  technological  or  environmental 
problems  to  be  overcome  before  these  technologies  are  available  for  wide- 
spread use. 

— ^That  the  remaining  problems  can  be  quickly  resolved  by  greatly  increasing 
Federal  funding  for  R&D. 

The  facts  are  that  major  economic,  safety  and  environmental  problems  must 
be  solved  and  major  technological  breakthroughs  are  needed  before  these 
emerging  technologies  will  be  available  for  widespread  commercial  use. 

Practical  and  economic  applications  are  already  available  in  the  case  of  energy 
from  geothermal  steam.  However,  geothermal  steam  resources  are  geographi- 
cally limited,  and  major  technical,  environmental  and  economic  hurdles  must  be 
overcome  before  other  sources  of  geothermal  energy  will  be  available  for  practi- 
cal application. 

Heating  with  solar  energy  is  expected  to  become  economically  competitive 
soon  in  some  areas  with  electrical  heating  by  electricity — but  not  by  oil  and 
gas.  Costs  will  have  to  be  reduced  substantially  before  solar  heating  and  cool- 
ing systems  will  be  competitive  for  widespread  use.  Major  breakthroughs  are 
needed  before  fusion  and  solar  energy  will  produce  economical  electric  power. 
Costs  must  be  reduced  and  problems  of  safety  and  environmental  impact  must 
be  solved. 

Advanced  technologies  cannot  contribute  significantly  to  our  energy  supply 
in  the  near  or  mid-term.  Even  with  intensive  efforts  to  achieve  necessary  break- 
throughs, solar,  geothermal  and  fusion  energy  are  expected  to  provide  no  more 
than  one  percent  of  our  total  energy  supplies  by  1985  and  no  more  than  five- 
seven  percent  by  the  year  2000.  Until  these  advanced  technologies  are  available 
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and  are  acceptable  from  the  standpoint  of  cost,  safety  and  environmental  im- 
pact, we  must  rely  on  resources  and  technologies  which  are  available. 

Federal  funding  for  the  development  of  advanced  technologies  has  been  in- 
creased substantially  over  the  past  two  years  in  my  budgets — to  the  point  where 
Congressional  add-ons  above  my  requests  generally  cannot  be  used  productively. 
When  major  breakthroughs  are  required,  the  necessary  ingredients  are  ideas 
and  time.  Large  funding  increases  are  likely  to  be  wasteful  and  often  merely 
contribute  to  overly  optimistic  expectations. 

Energy  Conservation  in  Lieu  of  Production 

There  are  some  who  believe  that  our  energy  needs  for  a  growing  popula- 
tion and  expanding  economy  and  workforce  can  be  satisfied  by  eliminating 
wasteful  and  inefficient  uses  of  energy.  They  point  out  correctly  that  the  ready 
availability  of  cheap  energy  in  the  past  tended  to  encourage  uses  of  energy  which 
now  are  wasteful. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  energy  conservation  can  and  must  contribute 
to  the  solution  of  our  energy  problems.  In  many  cases  it  will  be  cheaper,  more 
eflScient,  and  involve  less  environmental  impact,  to  reduce  energy  waste  than 
it  will  be  to  produce  a  comparable  amount  of  new  energy.  We  have  begun 
major  efforts  in  energy  conservation,  and  progress  is  being  made  in  reducing 
growth  in  energy  consumption.  However,  it  takes  time  to  achieve  results  from 
energy  conservation  because  energy-intensive  plants  and  equipment  and  con- 
sumer products  (such  as  automobiles  and  appliances)  will  only  be  replaced 
gradually  as  they  wear  out. 

Growth  in  our  energy  demands  simply  cannot  be  eliminated  without  severe 
economic  impact.  We  must  have  both  energy  conservation  and  sharply  increased 
energy  production  if  we  are  to  meet  the  needs  for  energy  in  a  growing  economy. 
To  rely  solely  on  energy  conservation  would  soon  mean  a  lower  standard  of 
living  for  all,  and  insufficient  energy  to  keep  people  employed  in  productive 
and  meaningful  work. 

Abandoning  Coal  Energy  or  Nuclear  Fission 

Some  believe  that  we  should  not  continue  or  expand  the  use  of  coal  and 
others  have  the  same  view  about  nuclear  energy.  But  a  careful  look  indicates 
that  we  do  not  have  a  choice  between  increasing  the  use  of  coal  or  nuclear 
energy.  Instead,  we  must  increase  the  use  of  both  coal  and  nuclear  energy  until 
more. acceptable  alternate  energy  sources  are  available.  Even  with  strong  efforts 
to  conserve  energy,  and  increased  efforts  to  produce  domestic  oil  and  natural 
gas,  we  must  increase  the  use  of  both  coal  and  nuclear  energy  if  we  are  to  meet 
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the  demands  for  energy  for  a  growing  economy.  The  only  alternative  is  to 
increase  our  growing  dependence  on  imported  oil. 

One  example  will  illustrate  the  point:  Nuclear  energy  now  provides  about 
nine  percent  of  our  electrical  requirements.  If  this  nuclear  energy  were  not  avail- 
able and  we  substituted  imported  oil,  our  imports  would  increase  by  about 
one  million  barrels  of  oil  per  day.  If  we  were  to  substitute  coal  for  existing 
nuclear  energy,  additional  annual  production  of  100  million  tons  would  be 
required. 

Divestiture 

Some  suggest  that  our  energy  problem  Would  be  relieved  by  divestiture  of 
the  major  oil  companies— either  by  barring  investments  in  other  energy  sources 
(horizontal  divestiture)  or  by  barring  integrated  operations  whereby  one 
company  engages  in  production,  refining,  and  marketing  activities  (vertical 
divestiture).  They  claim  that  divestiture  would  increase  competition  and  thereby 
reduce  petroleum  prices  and  lead  to  a  more  intensive  pursuit  of  alternative 
domestic  energy  resources  and  alternative  energy  technologies. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  important  advantages  from  vertical  integration 
in  commercial  and  industrial  activities  in  terms  of  efficiency  of  operation.  Verti- 
cal divestiture  may  merely  mean  that  petroleum  products  pass  through  the  hands 
of  more  middle  men — resulting  in  higher  consumer  costs.  Horizontal  integra- 
tion has  helped  make  private  capital  and  managerial  talent  available  to  develop 
other  alternative  energy  resources  which  will  be  used  to  supplement  our  declin- 
ing oil  and  natural  gas  resources. 

Proponents  of  divestiture  have  yet  to  present  concrete  evidence  that  divesti- 
ture would  either  increase  domestic  energy  production  or  provide  cheaper  and 
more  secure  energy  supplies.  Such  evidence  should  be  required  and  weighed 
carefully  along  with  the  evidence  against  divestiture  before  the  Congress  acts* 

Dangers  of  Expanding  the  Federal  Role  in  Energy 

Much  of  the  dispute  over  energy  legislation  has  resulted  from  differing  views 
as  to  the  appropriate  role  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  primary  responsibility  for  providing  the  Nation's  energy  needs  has  been 
and  should  continue  to  rest  with  the  private  sector.  The  amount  and  forms  of 
energy  that  are  produced  and  used  depend  upon  literally  millions  of  decisions 
reached  daily  by  individuals  and  organizations  throughout  the  country.  Since 
energy  is  such  a  pervasive  component  of  our  economy  and  our  daily  lives,  special 
care  must  be  taken  to  assure  that  Federal  actions  affecting  energy — including 
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changes  in  the  Federal  role — will  help  solve  the  problem  rather  than  make  it 
worse  or  cause  new  problems. 

The  Congress  should  give  particular  attention  to  the  growing  concern 
throughout  the  country  about  the  size  and  cost  of  Government,  the  extent  of 
Government  intrusion  in  individuals'  activities,  and  the  burden  of  regulations 
which  restrict  freedom  of  choice.  Unfortunately,  the  people  who  develop  Gov- 
ernment rules  and  regulations  often  do  not  understand  adequately  the  condi- 
tions they  are  regulating  nor  appreciate  fully  the  impact  of  their  decisions  on  the 
millions  of  people  who  are  aflfected. 

The  question  of  the  proper  role  of  the  Federal  Government  in  energy  has 
become  important  in  the  case  of: 

—Controls  over  decisions  that  would  normally  be  made  in  the  marketplace. 

— Mandatory  conservation  measures. 

— Resource  exploration  and  energy  production. 

—Energy  research,  development  and  demonstration. 

Government  Controls  or  Marketplace  Decisions 

Many  legislative  proposals  will  involve  the  question  of  whether  there  should 
be  greater  reliance  on  decisions  made  in  the  marketplace  or  upon  regulations, 
standards  and  controls  developed  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Recent  experience  has  again  demonstrated  that  Federal  price  and  allocation 
controls  on  energy  ultimately  work  against  the  best  interests  of  consumers  be- 
cause they  reduce  incentives  to  produce  new  supplies,  they  reduce  competition 
and  they  reduce  freedom  of  choice.  For  example,  Federal  price  controls  on 
natural  gas  have  been  a  major  factor  leading  to  declining  production  and  to 
wasteful  and  inefficient  use  of  this  resource.  Also,  controls  on  crude  oil  have 
contributed  to  a  decline  in  production. 

Federal  price  and  allocation  controls  inevitably  mean  that  the  Government 
must  employ  people  to  develop,  issue  and  revise  regulations;  to  sit  in  judgment 
on  requests  for  exceptions  when  the  regulations  do  not  fit  real  world  circum- 
stances; and  to  enforce  the  regulations.  Federal  controls  means  that  millions  of 
decisions  by  producers,  distributors,  wholesalers,  retailers  and  consumers  must 
conform  with  Government-developed  regulations — even  when  the  people 
directly  involved  know  that  another  course  of  action  makes  more  sense  and  would 
still  be  in  the  national  interest. 

The  principal  alternative  to  Federal  regulation  and  controls  is  to  allow  prices 
and  allocation  of  energy  supplies  to  be  determined  in  the  marketplace — with 
decisions  made  by  individuals  most  direcdy  affected.  In  some  cases,  avoiding  or 
eliminating  price  controls  can  mean  somewhat  higher  consumer  prices  in  the 
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short  run.  But  the  higher  prices  help  stimulate  new  production  and  cut  down 
on  wastefulness.  Market  decisions  are  also  made  faster  and  more  efficiently, 
and  often  result  in  cheaper  prices  than  if  the  government  made  the  decision. 
For  example,  the  higher  prices  that  will  result  from  removing  price  controls 
from  new  natural  gas  would  be  less  costly  for  consumers  than  the  expense  of 
switching  to  higher  priced  alternative  fuels. 

Mandatory  Conservation  Measures 

Most  of  the  problems  resulting  from  Federal  price  controls  also  result  from 
Federal  attempts  to  dictate  specific  actions  by  individuals  to  conserve  energy. 
The  prospect  of  higher  energy  prices  already  is  stimulating  major  efforts  by 
individuals  and  organizations  throughout  the  country  to  use  existing  products 
and  develop  new  means  to  reduce  wasteful  and  inefficient  uses  of  energy.  Such 
voluntary  action  by  consumers  is  far  preferable  to  mandatory  measures  selected 
and  enforced  by  a  larger  and  more  obtrusive  Government. 

Resource  Exploration  and  Energy  Production 

The  Congress  will  again  be  faced  with  the  question  of  whether  the  Federal 
Government  should  be  directly  involved  in  energy  resources  exploration, 
development,  production  and  refining  activities. 

Some  argue  that  such  activities  can  be  performed  better  by  the  Federal 
Government,  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  Government  "standard"  to  evaluate 
private  industry  performance  and  prices,  or  that  subsidized  Government  per- 
formance is  necessary  to  hold  down  consumer  prices.  Others  argue  that  the 
Government  should  itself  explore  Federal  lands  to  better  ascertain  the  value 
of  lands  that  it  leases  for  the  production  of  energy  resources. 

In  fact,  the  Federal  Government  can  seldom  perform  these  functions  faster, 
more  efficiently  or  at  lower  cost  than  private  industry.  There  is  no  convincing 
evidence  that  the  competitive  leasing  system  now  used  does  not  provide  a  fair 
return  and  adequately  protect  the  public  interest. 

Despite  this,  proposals  undoubtedly  will  continue  to  surface  which  would 
expand  the  size  and  role  of  the  Federal  Government  to  include  exploration,  pro- 
duction and  related  activities.  Accordingly,  the  best  course  of  action  will  be  to 
insist  upon  hard  facts  to  support  the  proposal  and  close  scrutiny  of  each  meas- 
ure to  see  whether  the  advantages  outweight  the  disadvantages. 

Energy  Research,  Development  and  Demonstration 

Still  other  questions  before  the  Congress  involve  the  Federal  role  and  fund- 
ing for  developing,  demonstrating  and  promoting  the  use  of  new  technologies 
for  energy  production  and  conservation. 
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I  believe  that  Federal  funding  is  necessary  and  appropriate  for  the  develop- 
ment of  new  energy  technologies  w^hich  show  promise  of  providing  a  signifi- 
cant and  economical  w^ay  of  producing  or  conserving  energy — but  only  when 
such  technologies  would  not  be  developed  by  the  private  sector.  During  the 
past  two  years,  I  have  requested  major  increases  in  funding  for  energy  R&D 
to  carry  out  this  policy. 

However,  continued  vigilance  is  needed  to  prevent  the  use  of  Federal  funds 
to  duplicate  or  displace  funds  which  industry  would  otherwise  spend,  and  to 
insure  that  the  Federal  Government  does  not  fund  efforts  which  industry  has 
rejected  for  lack  of  merit. 

In  addition,  new  energy  technologies  must  find  acceptance  and  application 
in  the  private  sector — unlike  the  situation  in  military  and  space  exploration  pro- 
grams where  the  Federal  Government  is  the  only  customer.  This  presents  a 
special  challenge  because  those  responsible  for  managing  Federal  funds  for 
energy  R&D  often  are  not  in  a  good  position  to  determine  which  technologies 
are  Ukely  to  meet  success  in  the  private  sector. 

The  Federal  Government  is  not  well  equipped  to  carry  out  commercializa- 
tion, marketing,  promotional  and  technical  assistance  for  particular  energy  tech- 
nologies, products  and  services.  Such  activities  should  be  left  to  private  industry. 
At  present,  the  Federal  activities  that  would  contribute  most  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  our  energy  problem  are : 
— Adopting  changes  in  laws,  policies  and  programs  that  will  lead  to  a  frame- 
work within  which  individuals  and  organizations  outside  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment can  make  efficient,  effective  and  equitable  decisions  about  energy. 
Laws  and  policies  which  discourage  energy  production  or  energy  conserva- 
tion should  be  modified. 
— Providing  carefully  targeted  support  for  energy  R&D. 
— Providing  incentives  and  assistance  where  necessary — such  as  tax  relief — 
in  order  to  encourage  energy  conservation  and  aid  low-income  people  in  ad- 
justing to  higher  energy  prices  which  are  necessary  to  generate  new,  ade- 
quate supplies. 

Interdependence  of  the  U.S.  and  Other  Consumer  Nations 

The  1973-74  embargo,  and  the  impact  of  sharply  increased  prices  for  OPEC 
oil,  demonstrated  clearly  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States  are  tied  closely  to 
those  of  other  nations  which  are  net  importers  of  energy.  Events  in  the  last  three 
years  have  demonstrated  further  that  the  economies  of  all  nations  are  interre- 
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lated  and  that  no  nation  can  be  truly  economically  independent  in  the  world  to- 
day. Many  of  our  allies,  and  particularly  the  developing  countries,  do  not  have 
major  undevdoped  energy  resources  and  therefore  are  even  more  dependent 
upon  imported  energy  than  is  the  United  States. 

Much  progress  has  been  made  in  strengthening  energy  cooperation  aniong 
the  industrialized  nations  through  the  International  Energy  Agency.  Together 
wc  have  coordinated  efforts  to  reduce  our  collective  vulnerabihty  by  estab- 
lishing a  long-term  program  for  conservation  and  development  of  new^  energy 
sources,  and  an  energy-sharing  program  to  safeguard  against  supply  interrup- 
tions. It  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  to  continue  to  v^ork  Wixh  and 
assist  other  energy-consuming  countries  in  meeting  their  energy  needs — by  rein- 
forcing their  conservation  efforts,  accelerating  development  of  conventional  and 
ntw  energy  sources,  and  encouraging  the  application  of  practical  ntw  energy 
technologies. 

Such  efforts  w^ill  help  to  achieve  otir  objective  over  the  long  term  of  a  better 
equilibrium  between  energy  supply  and  demand  in  the  world,  so  that  no  one 
group  of  nations  will  be  able  to  impose  its  will  on  others.  Unless  we  are  will- 
ing to  cooperate  with  others,  and  provide  adequate  assistance  in  this  area,  con- 
tinued dependence  by  many  nations  on  a  few  countries  for  energy  suppHes  will 
remain  a  major  source  of  world  political  instability,  uncertainty,  and  economic 
hardship. 

At  the  same  time,  of  course,  we  must  continue  our  efforts  to  strengthen  rela- 
tions between  oil-importing  and  exporting  nations,  recognizing  that  coopera- 
tion is  important  to  the  future  well-being  of  both. 

Achieving  Balance  Among  Conflicting  Objectives 

In  recent  years,  we  have  been  faced  more  and  more  with  the  dilemma  that 
actions  taken  to  achieve  one  important  objective  conflict  with  efforts  to  achieve 
other  objectives.  For  example,  we  learned  that  tough  standards  and  deadlines 
applied  in  the  early  1970's  to  reduce  pollution  from  automobiles  and  improve  air 
quaUty  resulted  in  lower  gasoline  mileage  and  higher  gasoline  consumption, 
poorer  vehicle  performance  and  higher  consumer  costs. 

Conflicting  objectives  are  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  as  we  recognize 
that  the  easy  solutions  are  illusions  and  that  there  are  major  dangers  in  expand- 
ing the  Federal  role.  The  Nation  must,  therefore,  face  up  to  the  task  of  achiev- 
ing a  balance  among  conflicting  objectives  involving  energy. 
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Low  Consumer  Prices  vs.  Adequate  and  Secure  Energy  Supplies 

The  reality  that  must  be  faced  which  appears  to  cause  the  most  difficulty  for 
elected  officials  is  the  inevitability  of  higher  energy  prices.  Energy  prices,  par- 
ticularly for  consumers,  will  increase  in  the  future  principally  because  prices 
in  the  past  have  been  held  artificially  low  through  Government  controls,  be- 
cause cheaper  domestic  energy  resources  are  being  depleted,  because  past  en- 
ergy prices  have  not  reflected  the  costs  of  environmental  protection,  and  be- 
cause foreign  nations  are  charging  more  for  the  energy  that  they  export.  There 
simply  are  no  cheap  energy  alternatives.  Higher  prices  will  continue  to  be  a 
major  factor  in  obtaining  adequate  and  secure  energy  supplies. 

This  difficulty  is  compounded  for  elected  officials  because  it  takes  a  long  time 
in  energy  matters  for  our  actions  to  show  results — a  condition  that  is  not  read- 
ily accepted  in  a  Nation  that  prefers  quick  results.  The  prospect  of  higher  prices 
will  provide  the  incentive  for  increased  energy  production  but  it  then  takes  up 
to  5  years,  for  example,  to  bring  a  new  off-shore  oil  well  into  production  and 
up  to  10  years  to  bring  a  new  nuclear  electric  generating  plant  on  line. 

'Environment  vs.  Energy 

An  equally  difficult  problem  is  that  of  finding  the  best  possible  balance  be- 
tween our  energy  and  environmental  objectives.  Our  environmental  objectives 
are  also  important  in  protecting  health  and  welfare,  improving  our  quality  of 
life,  and  preserving  natural  resources  for  future  generations.  On  the  other 
hand,  an  adequate  energy  supply  is  essential  to  our  objectives  for  a  strong  econ- 
omy, national  defense  and  role  in  world  affairs,  and  in  achieving  a  better  life 
for  all. 

The  conflict  between  energy  and  environmental  objectives  will  require  atten- 
tion when  the  Congress  considers  amendments  to  the  Clean  Air  Act,  changes 
in  laws  governing  the  development  of  Federally-owned  energy  resources,  im- 
provements in  the  processes  for  siting  and  approving  energy  facilities,  and  con- 
trols on  domestic  energy  production  activities  such  as  the  surface  mining  of 
coal. 

More  specifically,  air  quality  requirements  forced  shifts  away  from  the  use  of 
domestic  coal  to  the  use  of  oil  and  natural  gas  which  are  now  in  short  supply. 
Some  air  quality  requirements — ^particularly  emission  standards  set  by  states — 
are  far  tighter  than  necessary  to  meet  standards  which  have  been  set  to  protect 
human  health. 

Efforts  are  now  underway  to  reverse  this  trend  but  it  is  clear  that  increased 
production  and  utilization  of  domestic  coal  in  the  short  term  requires  either 
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billion  dollar  investments  in  controversial  control  equipment  or  some  relaxa- 
tion of  existing  air  quality  requirements.  Most  such  requirements  v^ere  set  be- 
fore w^e  v^ere  aw^are  of  our  energy  problems,  and  often  w^ithout  sufficient  regard 
to  energy  or  consumer  price  impact.  They  often  prevent  substitution  of  coal 
resources  for  oil  and  gas  and  prevent  construction  of  ntw  coal  producing  and 
burning  facilities. 

As  another  example,  concerns  about  environmental  protection  and  reclama- 
tion requirements  for  surface  mining  activities  led  to  legislation — tv^ice  vetoed — 
which  v^ould  have  imposed  unnecessarily  rigid  requirements,  cut  domestic  coal 
production  and  employment  and  led  to  even  greater  reliance  on  imported  oil. 
Under  these  bills,  Federal  regulations  and  enforcement  activities — w^hich 
w^ould  contribute  to  a  larger  more  cumbersome  Federal  Government— w^ould 
have  supplanted  State  law^s  and  enforcement  activities  v^hich  are  nov^  in  place 
and  w^hich  require  reclamation  as  a  condition  of  mining. 

Limiting  Growth 

The  concept  of  limiting  growth  and  development  is  an  important  ingredient 
in  some  efforts  to  halt  increased  domestic  energy  production  or  to  develop  and 
use  newer  energy  technologies.  Limits  on  growth  and  development  may  be 
necessary  in  particular  areas,  but  I  oppose  strongly  the  concept  of  limiting 
growth  as  an  objective  in  itself.  For  the  Nation,  I  continue  to  believe  that  our 
best  hope  for  increasing  the  standard  of  living  and  quality  of  life  for  all  our 
people  is  to  expand  and  strengthen  our  economy  and,  in  this  way,  create  mean- 
ingful and  productive  jobs  for  all  who  are  willing  and  able  to  work.  The  energy 
policies  and  goals  that  I  have  advocated  do  not  require  limiting  our  economic 
growth  below  historic  rates. 

Eliminating  Ris\ 

In  some  cases,  attempts  to  increase  domestic  energy  production — particu- 
larly from  nuclear  energy  and  coal  and  oil  and  gas  resources  from  Outer 
Continental  Shelf — are  met  with  demands  that  virtually  all  safety  and 
environmental  risks  be  eliminated. 

There  should  be  no  disagreement  that  major  efforts  are  necessary  to  protect 
human  health  and  the  environment.  For  example,  strong  efforts  have  already 
been  made  in  the  case  of  nuclear  energy  and  an  excellent  record  of  safety  and 
minimum  environmental  impact  has  been  achieved.  However,  it  must  be  rec- 
ognized that  there  is  no  practical  way  of  completely  eliminating  all  risks.  Fur- 
ther, each  additional  precaution  adds  cost  in  terms  of  reduced  supplies  or  higher 
prices.  Risk  levels  that  have  already  been  achieved  in  many  energy  producing 
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activities  are  often  far  lower  than  those  readily  accepted  in  odier  human 
activities. 

Because  different  Committees  of  Congress  have  responsibility  for  competing 
objectives,  it  is  especially  difficult  to  achieve  a  satisfactory  balance  among  our 
national  objectives  in  nev^  legislation.  This  v^ill  be  a  continuing  problem  in  the 
nev^  Congress  and  I  can  only  urge  that  each  measure  affecting  energy  supply 
and  demand,  v^hich  also  involves  other  objectives,  be  evaluated  carefully  to 
assure  that  the  resulting  costs,  risks  and  benefits  are  truly  in  the  national 
interest. 

The  Need  for  Substantive  Legislation  Affecting  Energy 

We  have  made  significant  progress  over  the  past  tv^o  years  toward  establish- 
ing the  framework  of  law  and  policies  that  are  needed  to  permit  decisions  and 
actions  that  will  help  solve  our  energy  problem. 

Nine  of  the  proposals  that  I  submitted  have  been  enacted  into  law.  However, 
there  remains  a  long  list  of  requirements  for  early  Congressional  action. 

Highest  Priority 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  legislative  proposals  that  need  action,  I  want 
to  make  clear  that  I  believe  highest  priority  should  be  given  to  measures  which: 

— Remove  Federal  price  regulation  from  new  natural  gas  supplies.  This  ac- 
tion is  crucial  to  increasing  domestic  production  and  reducing  wasteful  and 
inefficient  uses. 

— Revise  domestic  crude  oil  price  controls  to  allow  greater  flexibility  in  estab- 
lishing a  pricing  formula  that  will  encourage  increased  domestic  production 
and  assist  in  phasing  out  controls.  This  action  is  needed  to  overcome  problems 
in  the  current  law  and  to  reduce  market  distortions  that  have  resulted. 

— Make  clear  our  determination  to  expand  capacity  in  the  United  States, 
principally  through  the  efforts  of  private  industry,  to  enrich  uranium  needed 
to  provide  fuel  for  nuclear  power  plants.  This  action  is  necessary  to  permit 
increased  use  of  nuclear  power  in  the  U.S.  and  to  assure  other  nations  that  we 
will  be  a  reliable  supplier  of  uranium  enrichment  services — a  step  that  is  critical 
to  our  nuclear  non-proliferation  objectives. 

— Amend  the  Clean  Air  Act  to: 

— Change  the  statutory  requirements  for  meeting  auto  emission  standards 
so  that  there  can  be  a  better  balance  among  our  environmental  quality,  energy, 
economic  and  consumer  price  objectives. 
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—Provide  flexibility  in  meeting  national  air  quality  standards  applicable  to 
power  plants  and  major  industrial  facilities  so  that  the  use  of  coal  can  be 
continued  and  expanded,  and  so  that  new  energy-producing  facilities  can  be 
constructed  in  selected  areas  that  have  not  yet  attained  national  air  quality 
standards. 

— Remove  the  requirement  imposed  by  the  courts  for  preventing  significant 
deterioration  of  air  quality  in  areas  already  meeting  air  quality  standards — 
until  information  is  available  on  the  impact  of  such  actions  and  informed 
decisions  can  be  made. 

Other  Important  Proposals 

In  addition  to  the  above  select  list,  favorable  action  is  needed  from  the  Con- 
gress on  legislation  in  all  the  following  areas: 

— Natural  Gas 

—Temporary  emergency  legislation  to  allow  pipelines  and  high  priority  users 
to  obtain  intrastate  gas  at  unregulated  prices  for  limited  periods — to  help  cope 
with  shortages  and  curtailments. 

—Oil 

— Authorization  for  the  President  to  impose  fees  and  taxes  as  standby  emer- 
gency measures  to  reduce  energy  consumption  in  the  event  of  another  embargo — 
to  avoid  the  inefficiencies  and  burdens  of  mandatory  conservation  measures  in 
such  emergencies. 

— An  Oil  Spill  Liability  -Act — to  establish  a  comprehensive  system  of  liability 
and  compensation  for  oil  spill  damage  and  removal  costs. 

— Authorization  for  private  competitive  exploration  and  development  of  the 
National  Petroleum  Reserve  in  Alaska. 

— Coal 

— Extension  of  the  authority  to  require  utilities  and  other  major  fuel-burning 
installations  to  convert  from  oil  and  gas  to  coal. 

— Changes  in  provisions  of  the  Coal  Leasing  Amendments  Act  of  1976  which 
unnecessarily  delay  or  restrict  leasing  and  development  of  coal  on  Federal  lands. 

— Authority  for  the  use  of  eminent  domain  in  the  construction  of  coal  slurry 
pipelines  and  authority  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  issue  certificates  of 
public  convenience  and  necessary  to  expedite  slurry  pipeline  construction. 

— Nuclear  Energy 

—Authority  for  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration  to  en- 
ter into  cooperative  agreements  with  firms  wishing  to  finance,  build,  own  and 
operate  uranium  enrichment  plants — to  assure  the  availability  of  required  ca- 
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pacity  and  avoid  the  need  for  billions  of  dollars  in  Federal  ouriays  when  the 
private  sector  can  provide  the  financing. 

— Authority  to  increase  the  price  for  uranium  enrichment  services  performed 
in  Government-ov^ned  plants — to  assure  a  fair  return  to  the  taxpayers  for  their 
investment,  to  price  services  more  nearly  comparable  to  their  private  sector 
value,  and  to  end  the  unjustified  subsidy  by  taxpayers  to  both  foreign  and 
domestic  customers. 

— Criteria  for  the  control  of  nuclear  exports  which  is  necessary  to  round  out 
the  comprehensive  non-proliferation,  export  control,  reprocessing  evaluation  and 
waste  management  program  I  outlined  in  my  October  28,  1976,  statement  on 
nuclear  policy. 

— Reform  the  nuclear  facilities  licensing  process  by  providing  for  early  site 
review  and  approval  and  encouraging  standardization  of  nuclear  facihty  design. 

— Building  Energy  Facilities 

— Establishment  of  an  Energy  Independence  Authority  (EIA),  a  new  govern- 
ment corporation,  to  assist  private  sector  financing  of  new  energy  facilities. 

— ^Legislation  to  encourage  states  to  develop  comprehensive  and  coordinated 
processes  to  expedite  review  and  approval  of  energy  facilities  siting  applications, 
and  to  assure  the  availability  of  sites. 

— Energy  Conservation 

— Tax  credit  for  homeowners  to  provide  up  to  $150  for  purchasing  and  install- 
ing insulation  in  existing  residences. 

— Reform  of  rate  setting  practices  applicable  to  public  utilities — to  expedite 
consideration  of  proposed  rate  changes  and  assure  that  rates  reflect  full  costs  of 
generating  and  transmitting  power. 

1978  Budget  Requests 

My  1978  Budget  which  will  soon  be  forwarded  to  the  Congress  will  include 
major  new  funding  to: 

— Continue  and  expand  our  extensive  program  of  energy  research  and  de- 
velopment in  cooperation  with  private  industry  which  is  directed  toward  new 
technologies  for  conserving  energy  and  for  producing  energy  from  fossil, 
nuclear,  solar  and  geothermal  sources. 

— Implement  the  Early  Storage  Program  as  part  of  the  Strategic  Petroleum 
reserves  which  will  provide  up  to  500  million  barrels  of  oil  for  use  in  emergency 
situations  such  as  an  embargo. 
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— Implement  my  comprehensive  nuclear  policy  statement  issued  on  Octo- 
ber 28,  1976. 

— Continue  ERDA's  development  program  on  the  liquid  metal  fast  breeder 
reactor — to  resolve  any  remaining  environmental,  safety  and  safeguards  ques- 
tions— so  that  this  technology  will  be  available  to  bridge  the  gap  until  advanced 
technologies  can  make  their  contribution  to  our  energy  needs. 

— Provide  increased  operating  funds  for  other  Federal  energy  activities. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  approve  these  funding  requests. 

Reorganization  of  Federal  Energy  Activities 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Energy  Conservation  and  Production  Act  of 
August  1976, 1  am  called  upon  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Congress  vv^ith 
respect  to  the  reorganization  of  Federal  energy  and  natural  resource  activities. 
At  my  direction,  a  major  study  of  alternatives  had  already  been  undertaken  in 
May  1976  under  the  leadership  of  the  Energy  Resources  Council  and  the  Office 
of  Management  and  Budget. 

I  have  reviev^ed  the  findings  and  recommendations  from  the  study.  Within 
the  next  fev^  days,  I  v^ill  forv^ard  my  recommendations  to  the  Congress. 

Time  To  Act 

The  Nation  has  w^aited  far  too  long  for  completion  of  a  sound  and  effective 
national  energy  policy.  In  many  cases,  the  issues  are  complex  and  controversial, 
the  decisions  are  tough  to  make — ^particularly  because  the  right  decisions  w^ill 
be  unpopular  in  the  short  run.  The  costs  of  continued  energy  dependence  are 
far  too  great  for  further  delay. 

The  Congress  can  act.  It  is  a  matter  of  organizing  itself  to  make  the  tough 
decisions  and  choices  and  moving  ahead  w^ith  the  task.  I  urge  the  Congress 
to  weigh  the  alternatives  carefully  and  proceed  promptly. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  7,  1977. 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Budget 
Deferrals.     January  1 ,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  report 
four  new  routine  deferrals  of  funds  totalling  $685.0  million.  The  deferred  funds 
were  provided  for  the  U.S.  Railway  Association  and  the  U.S.  Information 
Agency. 

In  addition,  I  am  reporting  routine  revisions  to  five  deferrals  previously 
transmitted.  They  relate  to  programs  of  the  Departments  of  Commerce  and 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  the  General  Services  Administration,  and  the 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Administration.  The  combined  effect  of  the 
revisions  is  to  increase  the  amount  deferred  by  $130,000. 

The  details  of  each  deferral  are  contained  in  the  attached  reports. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  7, 1977. 

note:  The  attachments  detailing  the  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  January  10,  1977  (42  FR 
2914). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  United 
States-China  International  Fishery  Agreement. 
January  10,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(P.L.  94-265;  16  USC  1801),  I  transmit  herewith  a  governing  international 
fishery  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  China,  signed 
at  Washington  on  September  15, 1976. 

This  Agreement  is  significant  because  it  is  one  of  the  first  to  be  negotiated  in 
accordance  with  that  legislation.  I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable  con- 
sideration to  this  Agreement  at  an  early  date.  Since  60  calendar  days  of  con- 
tinuous session  as  required  by  the  legislation  are  not  available  before  March  1, 
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1977,  I  strongly  recommend  that  the  Congress  consider  issuance  of  a  joint  res- 
olution to  bring  this  Agreement  into  force  by  that  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  10, 1977. 

note:  The  agreement  is  printed  in  Treaties  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TIAS  8529). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  United 
States-Romania  International  Fishery  Agreement. 
January  10,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(P.L.  94-265;  16  USC  1801),  I  transmit  herewith  a  governing  international 
fishery  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  SociaUst  RepubHc  of  Ro- 
mania, signed  at  Bucharest  on  November  23, 1976. 

This  Agreement  is  significant  because  it  is  one  of  a  series  to  be  negotiated  in 
accordance  with  that  legislation.  I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable  con- 
sideration to  this  Agreement  at  an  early  date.  Since  60  calendar  days  of  con- 
tinuous session  as  required  by  the  legislation  are  not  available  before  March  1, 
1977,  I  strongly  recommend  that  the  Senate  consider  issuance  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  order  to  bring  this  Agreement  into 
force  by  that  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  10, 1977. 

note:  The  agreement  is  printed  in  Treaties  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TIAS  8825). 

1049 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  United 
States-German  Democratic  Republic  International 
Fishery  Agreement.     January  10,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(P.L.  94-265;  16  USC  1801),  I  transmit  herewith  a  governing  international 
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fishery  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  signed  at  Washington  on  October  5, 1976. 

This  Agreement  is  significant  because  it  is  one  of  the  first  to  be  negotiated 
in  accordance  with  that  legislation.  I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable 
consideration  to  this  Agreement  at  an  early  date.  Since  60  calendar  days  of 
continuous  session  as  required  by  the  legislation  are  not  available  before 
March  1,  1977,  I  strongly  recommend  that  the  Congress  consider  issuance  of  a 
joint  resolution  to  bring  this  Agreement  into  force  by  that  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  10,  1977. 

note:  The  agreement  is  printed  in  Treaties  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TIAS  8527). 

1050 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  United 
States-Soviet  Union  International  Fishery  Agreement. 
January  10,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(P.L.  94-265;  16  USC  1801),  I  transmit  herewith  a  governing  international 
fishery  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  SociaUst 
RepubUcs,  signed  at  Washington  on  November  26,  1976. 

This  Agreement  is  significant  because  it  is  one  of  a  series  to  be  negotiated  in 
accordance  with  that  legislation.  I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable  con- 
sideration to  this  Agreement  at  an  early  date.  Since  60  calendar  days  of  con- 
tinuous session  as  required  by  the  legislation  are  not  available  before  March  1, 
1977, 1  strongly  recommend  that  the  Senate  consider  issuance  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  order  to  bring  this  Agreement  into 
force  by  that  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  10,  1977. 

note:  The  agreement  is  printed  in  Treaties  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TIAS  8528). 


2905 


[1051]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  January  10 

1051 

Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on  Administration 
Eflforts  to  Settle  the  Cyprus  Conflict.     January  10,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

This  report  is  the  seventh  in  a  series  of  messages  pursuant  to  Public  Law  94- 
104  through  which  I  have  informed  the  Congress  of  my  Administration's  efforts 
to  encourage  progress  toward  a  resolution  of  the  problems  of  Cyprus.  In  addi- 
tion to  reviewing  those  eflforts,  this  report  will  oflfer  several  conclusions  with 
regard  to  the  role  the  United  States  can  and  should  play  in  settlement  of  the 
Cyprus  dispute. 

I  know  the  Congress  shares  my  views  that  a  just  and  early  settlement  of  the 
Cyprus  issue  is  essential  both  for  humanitarian  reasons  and  to  preserve  peace 
in  an  area  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States.  For  more  than  two  years 
my  Administration  has  actively  sought  to  help  the  Cypriot  communities  find 
the  basis  for  substantive  and  sustained  negotiations.  We  have  given  the  UN 
Secretary  General  our  full  and  active  support  in  the  negotiations  conducted 
under  his  auspices,  negotiations  which  I  believe  continue  to  oflfer  the  best 
possible  forum  for  progress. 

I  also  know  the  Congress  shares  my  deep  regret  that  progress  in  the  negotia- 
tions has  been  extremely  slow.  Inconclusive  procedural  disputes  have  diverted 
the  parties  from  pressing  issues  of  substance.  Domestic  pressures  and  interna- 
tional rivalries  have  detracted  from  the  will  and  commitment  that  are  essential 
to  progress. 

In  an  eflfort  to  break  this  impasse,  my  Administration  has  sought  over  the  past 
several  months  to  develop  a  set  of  basic  principles  that  might  provide  a  frame- 
work for  continued  and  fruitful  intercommunal  negotiation.  These  principles 
are  based  on  the  concepts  which  I  set  forth  in  my  sixth  report  to  the  Congress 
and  which  Secretary  of  State  Kissinger  expressed  in  his  September  1976  UN 
General  Assembly  address.  These  concepts  rest  on  a  fundamental  premise  which 
I  believe  all  concerned  parties  continue  to  share — that  any  settlement  must  pre- 
serve the  independence,  sovereignty,  and  the  territorial  integrity  of  Cyprus. 
These  concepts  emphasize  the  importance  of  territorial  adjustments  to  reduce 
the  area  controlled  by  the  Turkish  side,  while  taking  into  account  the  economic 
requirements  and  humanitarian  concerns  of  the  two  Cypriot  communities,  in- 
cluding the  plight  of  those  who  remain  refugees.  Constitutional  arrangements 
are  of  equal  importance  in  providing  conditions  under  which  the  two  com- 
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munities  can  live  in  freedom  and  have  a  large  voice  in  their  ow^n  affairs.  Finally, 
security  arrangements  w^hich  v^ould  permit  the  w^ithdrav^al  of  foreign  military 
forces  other  than  those  present  under  international  agreement  are  essential 
for  a  lasting  settlement. 

Based  upon  these  concepts,  the  United  States  has  engaged  over  the  past 
several  months  in  extensive  consultations  on  the  Cyprus  issue  with  the  nine- 
member  states  of  the  European  Community,  seeking  their  support  for  a  new 
and  accelerated  approach.  Through  these  consultations  we  are  jointly  develop- 
ing the  basic  principles  which  we  hope  will  stimulate  the  negotiations.  We  have 
been  greatly  impressed  and  encouraged  by  the  extent  to  which  there  is  a  con- 
sensus in  these  consultations  on  both  the  principles  and  the  urgent  need  to  re- 
open substantive  intercommunal  negotiations. 

I  remain  convinced,  however,  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  any  other 
outside  country  or  group  of  countries  should  seek  to  impose  a  settlement  on 
Cyprus.  The  principles  we  are  developing  should  serve  only  as  a  basis  for  nego- 
tiation. It  is  the  Cypriot  communities  themselves  who  must  ultimately  decide 
their  relationship  and  final  territorial  arrangements. 

In  addition  it  is  clear  that  a  final  solution  must  also  have  the  support  of  the 
Greek  and  Turkish  governments.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  we  must  seek 
to  maintain  the  trust  and  friendship  of  both  these  NATO  allies.  Thus  my  Ad- 
ministration has  sought  to  strengthen  through  negotiation  our  security  ties  with 
both  Greece  and  Turkey.  We  have  consistently  sought  to  follow  a  balanced 
course  in  strengthening  our  relations  throughout  the  area.  We  therefore  wel- 
comed the  steps  taken  by  the  Congress  to  relax  the  arms  embargo  on  Turkey 
so  that  Turkey  can  better  meet  its  NATO  obligations.  We  have  demonstrated 
through  tangible  assistance  our  support  for  Greece.  We  have  worked  actively, 
both  directly  and  through  the  United  Nations  Security  Council,  to  defuse  recent 
tensions  between  Greece  and  Turkey  over  the  Aegean.  These  two  countries  have 
now  agreed  to  a  negotiating  process  called  for  in  the  U.S.  sponsored  Security 
Council  Resolution  which  I  hope  will  lead  to  a  settlement  of  their  dispute. 

It  is  essential  to  the  success  of  an  equitable  and  lasting  Cyprus  settlement  that 
the  United  States  maintain  a  balanced  relationship  among  all  concerned  parties. 
It  would  be  a  mistake  to  place  undue  pressure  on  any  one  party  for  the  sake  of 
what  appears  to  be  a  quick  settlement.  I  believe  the  Congress  would  agree  that 
such  a  path  would  neither  promote  lasting  progress  on  Cyprus  nor  serve  the 
cause  of  stability  in  the  Mediterranean. 

I  am  not  pessimistic  about  the  future  of  the  Cyprus  negotiations.  I  continue 
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to  believe  that  a  way  can  and  will  be  found  to  achieve  a  just  and  equitable  set- 
tlement which  will  enable  all  of  the  people  of  Cyprus  to  shape  a  harmonious 
and  prosperous  future. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  10, 1977. 

1052 

Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Presidential 
Medal  of  Freedom.     January  10,  1977 

Distinguished  honorees,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Betty  and  myself  are  delighted  to  welcome  all  of  you  to  the  East  Room  of 
the  White  House  today.  And  it  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  for  us  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  auspicious  occasion  where  we  have  the  opportunity  of  honoring 
such  an  outstanding  group  of  men  and  women  on  this  occasion.  Some  of  you 
we  know  personally,  others  we  are  meeting  for  the  first  time,  but  you  are  all 
here  because  of  your  great  contributions  to  American  life. 

It  is  a  particular  privilege  for  me  because  honoring  extraordinary  Americans 
on  behalf  of  their  fellow  citizens  is  one  of  a  President's  most  enjoyable  duties. 

The  Medals  of  Freedom  you  are  about  to  receive  are  the  highest  civilian  honor 
that  our  country  can  bestow.  Of  course,  excellence  has  it«  own  reward,  not  only 
to  those  who  strive  for  it  but  also  to  the  free  society  which  encourages  it.  You  are 
men  and  women  who  have  used  that  freedom  to  achieve  extraordinary  excel- 
lence. Your  outstanding  accomplishments  have  made  our  lives  better  and  set 
stirring  examples  for  others  to  follow. 

As  we  move  from  the  Bicentennial  Year  into  our  third  century,  America 
must  remain  a  place  where  men  and  women  are  encouraged  to  create,  to  inno- 
vate, to  explore,  and  to  set  the  very  highest  standards,  whatever  their  vocation. 

Our  country  and  all  mankind  will  always  need  people  like  you  whose  energy, 
whose  imagination  reveal  our  country's  greatest  potential. 

With  those  remarks  let  us  proceed  with  the  presentations. 

\At  this  point,  Terrence  O'Donnell,  Aide  to  the  President,  read  the  citations  for  the  award 
winners.  Following  the  reading  of  each  citation,  the  President  personally  presented  the 
medal  to  each  recipient  or  his  representative.] 
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I.  W.  Abel 

"Steelworker,  social  reformer,  union  organizer,  and  labor  statesman,  I.  W. 
Abel  has  forged  a  distinguished  record  of  wise  and  firm  leadership  that  ex- 
emplifies the  very  best  traditions  of  the  American  labor  movement.  His  many 
achievements  and  his  unfailing  concern  for  people  have  earned  him  not  only 
the  gratitude,  but  the  esteem  and  respect  of  fellow  citizens." 

John  Bardeen 

John  Bardeen,  represented  by  his  son,  William  Bardeen.  "A  physicist  of  genius, 
John  Bardeen  has  combined  formidable  and  unique  scientific  insights  with  the 
mathematical  ability  to  carry  them  through.  His  discoveries  have  revolution- 
ized electronics  and  communications  changing  each  of  our  lives  for  the  better. 
We  are  proud  to  honor  him  as  a  creative  master  in  the  finest  traditions  of  sci- 
ence and  technology." 

Norman  Borlaug 

"Revolutionary  scientist  and  eloquent  prophet,  he  performed  miracles  with 
grain  and  saved  untold  millions  from  starvation.  His  work  has  pushed  back  the 
shadow  of  hunger  on  this  planet  and  given  us  precious  time  to  force  its  final 


retreat." 


General  Omar  N.  Bradley 

"Military  hero,  courageous  in  battle,  and  gentle  in  spirit,  friend  of  the  com- 
mon soldier.  General  of  the  Army,  first  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff, 
he  embodies  the  best  of  the  American  military  tradition  with  dignity,  human- 
ity, and  honor." 

Admiral  Arleigh  Burke 

"Combat  commander,  innovative  naval  strategist  and  tactician,  inspiring 
leader,  first  three  term  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  he  made  the  sea  a  place  of 
victory  in  war,  a  mighty  fortress  in  peace." 

Bruce  Catton 

"Man  of  letters,  preeminent  historian  of  the  War  Between  the  States,  he  made 
us  hear  the  sounds  of  battle  and  cherish  peace.  He  made  us  see  the  bleeding 
wound  of  slavery  and  hold  man's  freedom  dear." 
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Joe  DiMaggio 

Joe  DiMaggio,  represented  by  his  brother,  Dominick  DiMaggio.  "Superb 
athlete,  coach,  author  and  businessman,  Joe  DiMaggio  stands  tall  among  the 
ranks  of  genuine  American  heroes.  Known  and  revered  around  the  world  as 
the  'Yankee  Clipper,'  he  contributed  many  years  of  style  and  splendid  ability 
to  the  sport  which  has  come  to  be  known  as  our  national  pastime.  His  charac- 
ter and  grace  both  on  and  off  the  playing  field  have  been  a  continuing  source 
of  inspiration  to  Americans  of  all  ages." 


Ariel  Durant 

"Writer,  historian  and  philosopher,  Ariel  Durant  has  combined  a  sensitive 
and  sweeping  vision  with  unique  literary  talents.  Her  lifelong  collaboration 
with  her  husband.  Will,  has  helped  make  history  accessible,  popularizing  but 
never  cheapening  its  lessons.  The  style  and  substance  of  her  writing  have  made 
the  past  more  vivid  and  enriched  our  lives  in  the  present." 

Will  Durant 

"Writer,  historian  and  philosopher.  Will  Durant  has  provided  an  open  win- 
dow into  the  lives  and  thoughts  of  past  ages.  With  the  collaboration  of  his  wife, 
Ariel,  he  has  helped  lead  us  through  the  past  to  the  meaning  of  the  present. 
An  eloquent  apostle  of  social  order  and  individual  freedom,  he  is  an  enemy  of 
chaos,  a  friend  and  an  invaluable  guide  to  the  millions  of  grateful  readers." 

Judge  Henry  J.  Friendly 

"Honored  student  and  servant  of  the  law,  man  of  intellect  and  wisdom,  he 
brought  a  brilliance  and  a  sense  of  precision  to  American  jurisprudence,  sharpen- 
ing its  focus  and  strengthening  its  commitment  to  the  high  goal  of  equal  and 
exact  justice  for  every  American  citizen." 

Lady  Bird  Johnson 

"One  of  America's  great  First  Ladies,  she  claimed  her  own  place  in  the  hearts 
and  history  of  the  American  people.  In  councils  of  power  or  in  homes  of  the  poor, 
she  made  government  human  with  her  unique  compassion  and  her  grace, 
warmth  and  wisdom.  Her  leadership  transformed  the  American  landscape  and 
preserved  its  natural  beauty  as  a  national  treasure." 
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Archibald  MacLeish 

Archibald  MacLeish,  represented  by  his  nephew,  Roderick  MacLeish.  "Poet 
and  playwright,  teacher  and  statesman,  Archibald  MacLeish  has  combined  the 
vocation  of  man  of  letters  with  that  of  public  spokesman.  A  poet  of  realities  as 
well  as  dreams,  his  eloquent  words  are  matched  by  his  sensitive  social  conscience. 
He  seeks  truth  inspired  by  love  of  his  fellow  men  and  of  his  country.  We  are 
proud  to  recognize  his  stature  as  a  humanist,  an  artist,  and  an  American." 


James  Albert  Michener 

"Author,  teacher  and  popular  historian,  James  Michener  has  entranced  a 
generation  with  his  compelling  essays  and  novels.  From  'Tales  of  the  South 
Pacific,'  to  'Centennial,'  the  prolific  writings  of  this  master  storyteller  have 
expanded  the  knowledge  and  enriched  the  lives  of  million." 

Vice  President  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller 

"Patriot,  philanthropist,  patron  of  the  arts,  diplomat.  Governor  of  New  York, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  his  long  years  of  service  to  his  country  have 
yielded  governmental,  economic,  social  and  cultural  contributions  beyond 
measures." 

Norman  Rockwell 

Normal  Rockwell,  represented  by  his  son,  Jarvis  Rockwell.  "Artist,  illustrator 
and  author,  Norman  Rockwell  has  portrayed  the  American  scene  with  unrivaled 
freshness  and  clarity.  Insight,  optimism  and  good  humor  are  the  hallmarks 
of  his  artistic  style.  His  vivid  and  affectionate  portraits  of  our  country  and  our- 
selves have  become  a  beloved  part  of  the  American  tradition." 

Catherine  Filene  Shouse 

"Catherine  Filene  Shouse  has  given  her  country  half  a  century  of  invaluable 
voluntary  service.  A  pioneer  in  job  training  for  women,  she  herself  is  an  out- 
standing example  of  what  good  taste  and  intelligence,  pragmatism  and  per- 
sistence can  accomplish.  A  working  patron  of  the  arts  as  well  as  a  giving  one, 
her  keen  interest  and  involvement  have  enriched  immeasurably  our  Nation's 
cultural  life." 
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James  D.  Watson 

"Scholar,  teacher,  author  and  scientific  pioneer,  James  D.  Watson  has 
challenged  the  mysteries  of  life  itself  and  charted  a  new  path  in  mankind's  end- 
less search  for  truth.  His  intellectual  courage  and  relentless  pursuit  of  scientific 
knowledge  have  earned  him  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  country  and  a 
permanent  place  as  one  of  the  great  explorers  of  the  20th  century." 


Arthur  Fiedler 

"Violinist,  conductor  and  musical  innovator.  Maestro  Fiedler  has  bridged 
the  gap  between  popular  and  classical  music  and  given  millions  around  the 
world  a  greater  appreciation  of  America's  rich  cultural  heritage.  His  spirit 
and  zest  for  living  have  made  an  immeasurable  contribution  to  the  quality  of 
American  life." 

Mr.  President,  that  concludes  the  presentations.  Lowell  Thomas,  who  is  on 
his  way,  has  been  delayed  because  of  inclement  weather. 

The  President.  We  all  regret  that  Lowell  Thomas,  because  of  inclement 
weather,  couldn't  make  it.  He  is  on  his  way  and,  hopefully,  he  will  arrive  before 
the  luncheon  is  over. 

But  let  me  again  congratulate  each  and  every  one  of  you.  I  regret  that  Irving 
Berlin,  Alexander  Calder,  the  late  Alexander  Calder,  and  Georgia  O'Keefle 
were  unable  to  be  represented  here  today.  We  will  of  course  present  their 
medals  to  them  or  to  their  families  at  a  later  date. 

In  closing,  let  me  voice  our  country's  deep  gratitude  and  great  appreciation, 
not  only  to  you  but  to  all  those  who  helped  you  achieve  what  you  accomplished. 
Each  of  you  has  friends,  coworkers,  teammates,  families  who  share  in  your 
achievements  and  in  our  pride  today. 

Again,  congratulations  and  very  best  wishes. 

Now,  Betty  and  I  will  join  the  honorees  in  the  Grand  Hall  so  that  the  other 
guests  may  meet  them  and  after  which,  we  want  you  all  to  join  us  in  the  State 
Dining  Room. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  12:20  p.m.  at  a  ceremony  in  the  East  Room  at  the  White  House. 
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1053 

Letter  to  Congressional  Committee  Chairmen  Transmitting  a 
Report  on  the  Status  of  Indochina  Refugees.     January  10,  1977 

IN  ACCORDANCE  with  the  provisions  of  the  Indochina  Migration  and  Ref- 
ugee Assistance  Act  of  1975,  I  am  reporting  to  you  on  the  status  of  refugees 
from  Cambodia  and  South  Vietnam. 

As  my  report  to  you  shows,  we  continue  to  make  substantial  progress  in  the 
resettlement  and  assimilation  of  the  Indochina  refugee  into  American  life.  Dur- 
ing the  past  quarter  our  attention  has  been  focused  particularly  on  the  develop- 
ment of  marketable  job  skills  and  English  language  proficiency  for  the  reset- 
ded  refugee.  At  the  same  time,  however,  we  have  brought  into  the  United  States 
almost  all  the  remaining  refugees  authorized  under  the  extended  parole  pro- 
gram. These  new  refugees  will  require  our  special  attention  and  assistance. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  and  thank  the  voluntary  agencies, 
the  public  and  private  institutions  and  the  many  individual  families  that  have 
contributed  so  generously  to  this  program.  Their  support  has  aided  these  new- 
comers to  our  country  and,  through  them,  all  our  society. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  John  L.  McClellan,  Chairman,  Senate  Committee  on 

to  the  Honorable   James   O.   Eastland,    Chairman,  Appropriations;    and    the    Honorable    George    H. 

Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  the  Honorable  Mahon,  Chairman,  House  Committee  on  Appropria- 

Peter  W.  Rodino,  Chairman,  House  Committee  on  tions. 

the  Judiciary;    the   Honorable   John   J.   Sparkman,  The  report  is  entitled  "HEW  Task  Force  for  Indo- 

Chairman,  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  china   Refugees,   Report   to   the   Congress,   Decem- 

the  Honorable  Thomas  E.  Morgan,  Chairman,  House  ber  20,  1976." 
Committee  on  International  Relations;  the  Honorable 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  a  Report  on  the 
Organization  of  Federal  Energy  Functions.     January  11,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  162(b),  P.L.  94-385,  the  Energy  Conservation 
and  Production  Act  of  1976,  I  am  required  to  submit  recommendations  to  the 
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Congress  on  the  reorganization   of  Federal  energy  and  natural  resources 
activities. 

A  study  of  alternative  organizational  arrangements  has  been  undervv^ay  since 
May  1976  under  the  leadership  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  and  the 
Energy  Resources  Council. 

After  considering  the  alternatives,  I  have  decided  to  recommend  that  the 
Congress  approve  creation  of  a  Department  of  Energy.  The  details  of  the  pro- 
posed organization,  together  w^ith  the  necessary  legislation,  are  included  in  the 
enclosed  report  v^hich  w^as  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
and  the  Energy  Resources  Council. 

I  commend  the  report  to  the  attention  of  the  Congress  and  urge  prompt  action 
to  create  a  Department  of  Energy. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  11, 1977. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "The  Organization  of  Federal  Energy  Functions,  A  Report  from  the  President 
to  the  Congress — ^January  1977"  (Government  Printing  Office,  78  pp.). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Quarterly 
Report  of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability. 
January  11,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  section  5  of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability 
Act,  as  amended,  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  Congress  the  eighth  quarterly  report 
of  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability.  This  report  contains  a  description 
of  the  Council  activities  during  the  third  quarter  of  1976  in  monitoring  both 
prices  and  wages  in  the  private  sector  and  various  Federal  Government  activities 
that  lead  to  higher  costs  and  prices  without  creating  commensurate  benefits.  It 
discusses  in  some  detail  the  Council's  study  of  collective  bargaining  negotiations 
for  1976,  health  costs,  aluminum  prices,  and  chlorine,  caustic  soda  prices  as  well 
as  its  filings  before  various  Federal  regulatory  agencies. 

During  the  remainder  of  1976,  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  will 
continue  to  play  an  important  role  in  supplementing  fiscal  and  monetary  policies 
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by  calling  public  attention  to  wage  and  price  developments  or  actions  by  the 
Government  that  could  be  of  concern  to  American  consumers. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  11, 1977. 

note:  The  report  covering  the  period  July  through       tive  Office  of  the  President,  Washington,  D.C.,  No. 
September  1976  is  entitled  "Quarterly  Report:  Oct.       8." 
1976 — Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability,  Execu- 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Report  of  the 
United  States  Sinai  Mission.     January  11,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  am  pleased  to  transmit  herewith  the  Second  Report  of  the  United  States  Sinai 
Support  Mission.  This  report,  following  that  which  I  forwarded  on  April  30, 
1976,  describes  the  manner  in  which  the  Mission  is  carrying  out  its  responsibility 
for  operating  the  early  warning  system  in  the  Sinai,  as  specified  in  the  Basic 
Agreement  between  Egypt  and  Israel  and  its  Annex  signed  on  September  4, 
1975.  This  report  is  provided  to  the  Congress  in  conformity  with  Section  4  of 
Public  Law  94-110  of  October  13, 1975. 

The  Report  includes  a  summary  of  the  operations  of  the  early  warning  system 
since  its  inauguration  on  February  22,  1976,  and  a  description  of  the  Mission's 
permanent  base  camp  facilities  which  were  officially  dedicated  on  July  4. 

With  the  completion  of  major  construction  activity,  it  has  been  possible  to 
reduce  somewhat  the  number  of  Americans  working  in  the  Sinai  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Congress.  The  United  States  Sinai  Support  Mission  will 
continue  to  analyze  carefully  all  aspects  of  the  Sinai  operation  to  identify  ways 
whereby  the  numbers  might  be  further  reduced. 

The  proposal  to  establish  an  American-manned  early  warning  system  in  the 
Sinai  was  made  at  the  request  of  the  Governments  of  Egypt  and  Israel.  With 
the  concurrence  of  the  Congress,  we  accepted  this  undertaking  because  the 
United  States  strongly  seeks  the  achievement  of  peace  and  stability  in  the  Middle 
East. 

The  United  States  Sinai  Support  Mission  plays  an  important  role  in  support  of 
the  Basic  Agreement.  Both  sides  have  recently  reaffirmed  their  confidence  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  United  States  has  been  carrying  out  its  responsibilities  in 
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the  Sinai,  and  as  long  as  it  continues  to  enjoy  this  support,  the  United  States  role 
will  represent  a  meaningful  contribution  to  the  prospects  for  attaining  a  just 
and  lasting  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  11, 1977. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "Second  Report  to  the  Congress,  SSM,  United  States  Sinai  Support  Mission, 
October  13,  1976." 


1057 

Address  Before  a  Joint  Session  of  the  Congress  Reporting 
on  the  State  of  the  Union.     ]anuary  12,  1977 

Mr.  Spea\er,  Mr.  Vice  President,  Members  of  the  95th  Congress,  and  distin- 
guished guests: 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  I  come  before  you  once  again  to  report 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

This  report  will  be  my  last — maybe — [laughter^ — but  for  the  Union  it  is  only 
the  first  of  such  reports  in  our  third  century  of  independence,  the  close  of  which 
none  of  us  will  ever  see.  We  can  be  confident,  however,  that  100  years  from  now 
a  freely  elected  President  will  come  before  a  freely  elected  Congress  chosen  to 
renew  our  great  Republic's  pledge  to  the  Government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  and  for  the  people. 

For  my  part  I  pray  the  third  century  we  are  beginning  will  bring  to  all 
Americans,  our  children  and  their  children's  children,  a  greater  measure  of 
individual  equality,  opportunity,  and  justice,  a  greater  abundance  of  spiritual 
and  material  blessings,  and  a  higher  quality  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness. 

The  state  of  the  Union  is  a  measurement  of  the  many  elements  of  which  it  is 
composed — a  political  union  of  diverse  States,  an  economic  union  of  varying 
interests,  an  intellectual  union  of  common  convictions,  and  a  moral  union  of 
immutable  ideals. 

Taken  in  sum,  I  can  report  that  the  state  of  the  Union  is  good.  There  is  room 
for  improvement,  as  always,  but  today  we  have  a  more  perfect  Union  than  when 
my  stewardship  began. 

As  a  people  we  discovered  that  our  Bicentennial  was  much  more  than  a  cele- 
bration of  the  past;  it  became  a  joyous  reaffirmation  of  all  that  it  means  to  be 


2916 


January  12  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [1057] 

Americans,  a  confirmation  before  all  the  world  of  the  vitality  and  durability 
of  our  free  institutions.  I  am  proud  to  have  been  privileged  to  preside  over  the 
affairs  of  our  Federal  Government  during  these  eventful  years  v^hen  v^e  proved, 
as  I  said  in  my  first  v^ords  upon  assuming  office,  that  "our  Constitution  works; 
our  great  Republic  is  a  Government  of  laws  and  not  of  men.  Here  the  people 
rule." 

The  people  have  spoken;  they  have  chosen  a  new  President  and  a  new  Con- 
gress to  work  their  will.  I  congratulate  you — particularly  the  new  Members — as 
sincerely  as  I  did  President-elect  Carter.  In  a  few  days  it  will  be  his  duty  to  out- 
line for  you  his  priorities  and  legislative  recommendations.  Tonight  I  will  not 
infringe  on  that  responsibility,  but  rather  wish  him  the  very  best  in  all  that  is 
good  for  our  country. 

During  the  period  of  my  own  service  in  this  Capitol  and  in  the  White  House, 
I  can  recall  many  orderly  transitions  of  governmental  responsibility — of  prob- 
lems as  well  as  of  position,  of  burdens  as  well  as  of  power.  The  genius  of  the 
American  system  is  that  we  do  this  so  naturally  and  so  normally.  There  are  no 
soldiers  marching  in  the  street  except  in  the  Inaugural  Parade;  no  public  demon- 
strations except  for  some  of  the  dancers  at  the  Inaugural  Ball;  the  opposition 
party  doesn't  go  underground,  but  goes  on  functioning  vigorously  in  the  Con- 
gress and  in  the  country;  and  our  vigilant  press  goes  right  on  probing  and  pub- 
lishing our  faults  and  our  follies,  confirming  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the 
first  amendment. 

Because  of  the  transfer  of  authority  in  our  form  of  government  affects  the  state 
of  the  Union  and  of  the  world,  I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  that  the  current  tran- 
sition is  proceeding  very  well.  I  was  determined  that  it  should;  I  wanted  the 
new  President  to  get  off  on  an  easier  start  than  I  had. 

When  I  became  President  on  August  9,  1974,  our  Nation  was  deeply  divided 
and  tormented.  In  rapid  succession  the  Vice  President  and  the  President  had 
resigned  in  disgrace.  We  were  still  struggling  with  the  after-effects  of  a  long, 
unpopular,  and  bloody  war  in  Southeast  Asia.  The  economy  was  unstable  and 
racing  toward  the  worst  recession  in  40  years.  People  were  losing  jobs.  The  cost 
of  living  was  soaring.  The  Congress  and  the  Chief  Executive  were  at  logger- 
heads. The  integrity  of  our  constitutional  process  and  other  institutions  was 
being  questioned.  For  more  than  15  years  domestic  spending  had  soared  as 
Federal  programs  multiplied,  and  the  expense  escalated  annually.  During  the 
same  period  our  national  security  needs  were  steadily  shortchanged.  In  the 
grave  situation  which  prevailed  in  August  1974,  our  will  to  maintain  our  inter- 
national leadership  was  in  doubt. 
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I  asked  for  your  prayers  and  went  to  work. 

In  January  1975  I  reported  to  the  Congress  that  the  state  of  the  Union  was 
not  good.  I  proposed  urgent  action  to  improve  the  economy  and  to  achieve 
energy  independence  in  10  years.  I  reassured  America's  alUes  and  sought  to  re- 
duce the  danger  of  confrontation  with  potential  adversaries.  I  pledged  a  new 
direction  for  America.  1975  was  a  year  of  difficult  decisions,  but  Americans 
responded  with  realism,  common  sense,  and  self-discipline. 

By  January  1976  we  were  headed  in  a  new  direction,  which  I  hold  to  be  the 
right  direction  for  a  free  society.  It  was  guided  by  the  belief  that  successful 
problemsolving  requires  more  than  Federal  action  alone,  that  it  involves  a  full 
partnership  among  all  branches  and  all  levels  of  government  and  public  policies 
which  nurture  and  promote  the  creative  energies  of  private  enterprises,  institu- 
tions, and  individual  citizens. 

A  year  ago  I  reported  that  the  state  of  the  Union  was  better — in  many  ways 
a  lot  better — but  still  not  good  enough.  Common  sense  told  me  to  stick  to  the 
steady  course  we  were  on,  to  continue  to  restrain  the  inflationary  growth  of 
government,  to  reduce  taxes  as  well  as  spending,  to  return  local  decisions  to  local 
officials,  to  provide  for  long-range  sufficiency  in  energy  and  national  security 
needs.  I  resisted  the  immense  pressures  of  an  election  year  to  open  the  floodgates 
of  Federal  money  and  the  temptation  to  promise  more  than  I  could  deliver.  I 
told  it  as  it  was  to  the  American  people  and  demonstrated  to  the  world  that 
in  our  spirited  political  competition,  as  in  this  chamber,  Americans  can  disagree 
without  being  disagreeable. 

Now,  after  30  months  as  your  President,  I  can  say  that  while  we  still  have  a 
way  to  go,  I  am  proud  of  the  long  way  we  have  come  together. 

I  am  proud  of  the  part  I  have  had  in  rebuilding  confidence  in  the  Presidency, 
confidence  in  our  free  system,  and  confidence  in  our  future.  Once  again,  Ameri- 
cans believe  in  themselves,  in  their  leaders,  and  in  the  promise  that  tomorrow 
holds  for  their  children. 

I  am  proud  that  today  America  is  at  peace.  None  of  our  sons  are  fighting  and 
dying  in  batde  anywhere  in  the  world.  And  the  chance  for  peace  among  all 
nations  is  improved  by  our  determination  to  honor  our  vital  commitments  in 
defense  of  peace  and  freedom. 

I  am  proud  that  the  United  States  has  strong  defenses,  strong  alliances,  and 
a  sound  and  courageous  foreign  policy. 

Our  alliances  with  major  partners,  the  great  industrial  democracies  of  Western 
Europe,  Japan,  and  Canada,  have  never  been  more  solid.  Consultations  on 
mutual  security,  defense,  and  East-West  relations  have  grown  closer.  CoUabora- 


2918 


January  12  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [1057] 

tion  has  branched  out  into  new  fields  such  as  energy,  economic  poHcy,  and 
relations  with  the  Third  World.  We  have  used  many  avenues  for  cooperation, 
including  summit  meetings  held  among  major  allied  countries.  The  friendship 
of  the  democracies  is  deeper,  warmer,  and  more  effective  than  at  any  time  in 
30  years. 

We  are  maintaining  stability  in  the  strategic  nuclear  balance  and  pushing 
back  the  specter  of  nuclear  war.  A  decisive  step  forward  was  taken  in  the 
Vladivostok  Accord  which  I  negotiated  with  General  Secretary  Brezhnev — 
joint  recognition  that  an  equal  ceiling  should  be  placed  on  the  number  of  stra- 
tegic weapons  on  each  side.  With  resolve  and  wisdom  on  the  part  of  both  nations, 
a  good  agreement  is  well  within  reach  this  year. 

The  framework  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East  has  been  built.  Hopes  for  future 
progress  in  the  Middle  East  were  stirred  by  the  historic  agreements  we  reached 
and  the  trust  and  confidence  that  we  formed.  Thanks  to  American  leadership, 
the  prospects  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East  are  brighter  than  they  have  been  in 
three  decades.  The  Arab  states  and  Israel  continue  to  look  to  us  to  lead  them 
from  confrontation  and  war  to  a  new  era  of  accommodation  and  peace.  We  have 
no  alternative  but  to  persevere,  and  I  am  sure  we  will.  The  opportunities  for  a 
final  settlement  are  great,  and  the  price  of  failure  is  a  return  to  the  bloodshed 
and  hatred  that  for  too  long  have  brought  tragedy  to  all  of  the  peoples  of  this 
area  and  repeatedly  edged  the  world  to  the  brink  of  war. 

Our  relationship  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China  is  proving  its  im- 
portance and  its  durability.  We  are  finding  more  and  more  common  ground 
between  our  two  countries  on  basic  questions  of  international  affairs. 

In  my  two  trips  to  Asia  as  President,  we  have  reaffirmed  America's  continuing 
vital  interest  in  the  peace  and  security  of  Asia  and  the  Pacific  Basin,  established 
a  new  partnership  with  Japan,  confirmed  our  dedication  to  the  security  of  Korea, 
and  reinforced  our  ties  with  the  free  nations  of  Southeast  Asia. 

An  historic  dialog  has  begun  between  industrial  nations  and  developing  na- 
tions. Most  proposals  on  the  table  are  the  initiatives  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding those  on  food,  energy,  technology,  trade,  investment,  and  commodities. 
We  are  well  launched  on  this  process  of  shaping  positive  and  reliable  economic 
relations  between  rich  nations  and  poor  nations  over  the  long  term. 

We  have  made  progress  in  trade  negotiations  and  avoided  protectionism  dur- 
ing recession.  We  strengthened  the  international  monetary  system.  During  the 
past  2  years  the  free  world's  most  important  economic  powers  have  already 
brought  about  important  changes  that  serve  both  developed  and  developing 
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economies.  The  momentum  already  achieved  must  be  nurtured  and  strength- 
ened, for  the  prosperity  of  the  rich  and  poor  depends  upon  it. 

In  Latin  America,  our  relations  have  taken  on  a  new  maturity  and  a  sense  of 
common  enterprise. 

In  Africa  the  quest  for  peace,  racial  justice,  and  economic  progress  is  at  a 
crucial  point.  The  United  States,  in  close  cooperation  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
is  actively  engaged  in  this  historic  process.  Will  change  come  about  by  warfare 
and  chaos  and  foreign  intervention  ?  Or  will  it  come  about  by  negotiated  and 
fair  solutions,  ensuring  majority  rule,  minority  rights,  and  economic  advance? 
America  is  committed  to  the  side  of  peace  and  justice  and  to  the  principle  that 
Africa  should  shape  its  own  future,  free  of  outside  intervention. 

American  leadership  has  helped  to  stimulate  new  international  efforts  to 
stem  the  proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons  and  to  shape  a  comprehensive  treaty 
governing  the  use  of  oceans. 

I  am  gratified  by  these  accompUshments.  They  constitute  a  record  of  broad 
success  for  America  and  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  all  mankind.  This 
administration  leaves  to  its  successor  a  world  in  better  condition  than  we  found. 
We  leave,  as  well,  a  solid  foundation  for  progress  on  a  range  of  issues  that  are 
vital  to  the  well-being  of  America. 

What  has  been  achieved  in  the  field  of  foreign  affairs  and  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  the  new  administration  demonstrate  the  genius  of  Americans  work- 
ing together  for  the  common  good.  It  is  this,  our  remarkable  ability  to  work 
together,  that  has  made  us  a  unique  nation.  It  is  Congress,  the  President,  and 
the  people  striving  for  a  better  world. 

I  know  all  patriotic  Americans  want  this  Nation's  foreign  policy  to  succeed. 
I  urge  members  of  my  party  in  this  Congress  to  give  the  new  President  loyal 
support  in  this  area.  I  express  the  hope  that  this  new  Congress  will  reexamine  its 
constitutional  role  in  international  affairs. 

The  exclusive  right  to  declare  war,  the  duty  to  advise  and  consent  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  the  power  of  the  purse  on  the  part  of  the  House  are  ample  au- 
thority for  the  legislative  branch  and  should  be  jealously  guarded.  But  because 
we  may  have  been  too  careless  of  these  powers  in  the  past  does  not  justify  con- 
gressional intrusion  into,  or  obstruction  of,  the  proper  exercise  of  Presidential 
responsibilities  now  or  in  the  future.  There  can  be  only  one  Commander  in 
Chief.  In  these  times  crises  cannot  be  managed  and  wars  cannot  be  waged  by 
committee,  nor  can  peace  be  pursued  solely  by  parliamentary  debate.  To  the 
ears  of  the  world,  the  President  speaks  for  the  Nation.  While  he  is,  of  course, 
ultimately  accountable  to  the  Congress,  the  courts,  and  the  people,  he  and  his 
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emissaries  must  not  be  handicapped  in  advance  in  their  relations  with  foreign 
governments  as  has  sometimes  happened  in  the  past. 

At  home  I  am  encouraged  by  the  Nation's  recovery  from  the  recession  and 
our  steady  return  to  sound  economic  grow^th.  It  is  now  continuing  after  the 
recent  period  of  uncertainty,  which  is  part  of  the  price  we  pay  for  free  elections. 

Our  most  pressing  need  today  and  the  future  is  more  jobs — productive,  perma- 
nent jobs  created  by  a  thriving  economy.  We  must  revise  our  tax  system  both 
to  ease  the  burden  of  heavy  taxation  and  to  encourage  the  investment  necessary 
for  the  creation  of  productive  jobs  for  all  Americans  who  want  to  work. 

Earlier  this  month  I  proposed  a  permanent  income  tax  reduction  of  $10  bil- 
lion below  current  levels,  including  raising  the  personal  exemption  from  $750 
to  $1,000. 1  also  recommended  a  series  of  measures  to  stimulate  investment,  such 
as  accelerated  depreciation  for  new  plants  and  equipment  in  areas  of  high  un- 
employment, a  reduction  in  the  corporate  tax  rate  from  48  to  46  percent,  and 
eliminating  the  present  double  taxation  of  dividends.  I  strongly  urge  the  Con- 
gress to  pass  these  measures  to  help  create  the  productive,  permanent  jobs  in  the 
private  economy  that  are  so  essential  for  our  future. 

All  the  basic  trends  are  good;  we  are  not  on  the  brink  of  another  recession 
or  economic  disaster.  If  we  follow  prudent  policies  that  encourage  productive  in- 
vestment and  discourage  destructive  inflation,  we  will  come  out  on  top,  and  I  am 
sure  we  will. 

We  have  successfully  cut  inflation  by  more  than  half.  When  I  took  office,  the 
Consumer  Price  Index  was  rising  at  12.2  percent  a  year.  During  1976  the  rate 
of  inflation  was  5  percent. 

We  have  created  more  jobs — over  4  million  more  jobs  today  than  in  the 
spring  of  1975.  Throughout  this  Nation  today  we  have  over  88  million  people  in 
useful,  productive  jobs — more  than  at  any  other  time  in  our  Nation's  history. 
But  there  are  still  too  many  Americans  unemployed.  This  is  the  greatest  regret 
that  I  have  as  I  leave  office. 

We  brought  about  with  the  Congress,  after  much  delay,  the  renewal  of  the 
general  revenue  sharing.  We  expanded  community  development  and  Federal 
manpower  programs.  We  began  a  significant  urban  mass  transit  program. 
Federal  programs  today  provide  more  funds  for  our  States  and  local  govern- 
ments than  ever  before — $70  billion  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  Through  these 
programs  and  others  that  provide  aid  directly  to  individuals,  we  have  kept  faith 
with  our  tradition  of  compassionate  help  for  those  who  need  it.  As  we  begin 
our  third  century  we  can  be  proud  of  the  progress  that  we  have  made  in  meet- 
ing human  needs  for  all  of  our  citizens. 
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We  have  cut  the  growth  of  crime  by  nearly  90  percent.  Two  years  ago  crime 
was  increasing  at  the  rate  of  18  percent  annually.  In  the  first  three  quarters  of 
1976,  that  growth  rate  had  been  cut  to  2  percent.  But  crime^  and  the  fear  of  crime, 
remains  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  facing  our  citizens. 

We  have  had  some  successes,  and  there  have  been  some  disappointments. 
Bluntly,  I  must  remind  you  that  we  have  not  made  satisfactory  progress  toward 
achieving  energy  independence.  Energy  is  absolutely  vital  to  the  defense  of  our 
country,  to  the  strength  of  our  economy,  and  to  the  quality  of  our  lives. 

Two  years  ago  I  proposed  to  the  Congress  the  first  comprehensive  national 
energy  program — a  specific  and  coordinated  set  of  measures  that  would  end 
our  vulnerability  to  embargo,  blockade,  or  arbitrary  price  increases  and  would 
mobilize  U.S.  technology  and  resources  to  supply  a  significant  share  of  the  free 
world's  energy  after  1985.  Of  the  major  energy  proposals  I  submitted  2  years 
ago,  only  half,  belatedly,  became  law.  In  1973  we  were  dependent  upon  foreign 
oil  imports  for  36  percent  of  our  needs.  Today,  we  are  40-percent  dependent, 
and  we'll  pay  out  $34  billion  for  foreign  oil  this  year.  Such  vulnerability  at  pres- 
ent or  in  the  future  is  intolerable  and  must  be  ended. 

The  answer  to  where  we  stand  on  our  national  energy  effort  today  reminds  me 
of  the  old  argument  about  whether  the  tank  is  half  full  or  half  empty.  The  pes- 
simist will  say  we  have  half  failed  to  achieve  our  10-year  energy  goals;  the  op- 
timist will  say  that  we  have  half  succeeded.  I  am  always  an  optimist,  but  we 
must  make  up  for  lost  time. 

We  have  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  completing  the  enormous  task  which  con- 
fronts us.  I  have  signed  into  law  five  major  energy  bills  which  contain  signifi- 
cant measures  for  conservation,  resource  development,  stockpiling,  and  standby 
authorities.  We  have  moved  forward  to  develop  the  naval  petroleum  reserves; 
to  build  a  500-million  barrel  strategic  petroleum  stockpile;  to  phase  out  urinec- 
essary  Government  allocation  and  price  controls;  to  develop  a  lasting  relation- 
ship with  other  oil  consuming  nations;  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  energy  use 
through  conservation  in  automobiles,  buildings,  and  industry;  and  to  expand 
research  on  new  technology  and  renewable  resources  such  as  wind  power,  geo- 
thermal  and  solar  energy.  All  these  actions,  significant  as  they  are  for  the  long 
term,  are  only  the  beginning. 

I  recently  submitted  to  the  Congress  my  proposals  to  reorganize  the  Federal 
energy  structure  and  the  hard  choices  which  remain  if  we  are  serious  about 
reducing  our  dependence  upon  foreign  energy.  These  include  programs  to  re- 
verse our  declining  production  of  natural  gas  and  increase  incentives  for  domes- 
tic crude  oil  production.  I  proposed  to  minimize  environmental  uncertainties 
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aflfecting  coal  development,  expand  nuclear  power  generation,  and  create  an 
energy  independence  authority  to  provide  government  financial  assistance  for 
vital  energy  programs  where  private  capital  is  not  available. 

We  must  explore  every  reasonable  prospect  for  meeting  our  energy  needs 
when  our  current  domestic  reserves  of  oil  and  natural  gas  begin  to  dwindle  in 
the  next  decade.  I  urgendy  ask  Congress  and  the  new  administration  to  move 
quickly  on  these  issues.  This  Nation  has  the  resources  and  the  capability  to 
achieve  our  energy  goals  if  its  Government  has  the  will  to  proceed,  and  I  think 
we  do. 

I  have  been  disappointed  by  inability  to  complete  many  of  the  meaningful 
organizational  reforms  which  I  contemplated  for  the  Federal  Government, 
although  a  start  has  been  made.  For  example,  the  Federal  judicial  system  has 
long  served  as  a  model  for  other  courts.  But  today  it  is  threatened  by  a  shortage 
of  qualified  Federal  judges  and  an  explosion  of  litigation  claiming  Federal 
jurisdiction.  I  commend  to  the  new  administration  and  the  Congress  the  recent 
report  and  recommendations  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  undertaken  at  my 
request,  on  "the  needs  of  the  Federal  Courts."  I  especially  endorse  its  proposals 
for  a  new  commission  on  the  judicial  appointment  process. 

While  the  judicial  branch  of  our  Government  may  require  reinforcement,  the 
budgets  and  payrolls  of  the  other  branches  remain  staggering.  I  cannot  help  but 
observe  that  while  the  White  House  staff  and  the  Executive  Office  of  the  Presi- 
dent have  been  reduced  and  the  total  number  of  civilians  in  the  executive  branch 
contained  during  the  1970's,  the  legislative  branch  has  increased  substantially 
although  the  membership  of  the  Congress  remains  at  535.  Congress  now  costs 
the  taxpayers  more  than  a  miUion  dollars  per  Member;  the  whole  legislative 
budget  has  passed  the  billion  dollar  mark. 

I  set  out  to  reduce  the  growth  in  the  size  and  spending  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  no  President  can  accomplish  this  alone.  The  Congress  sidetracked 
most  of  my  requests  for  authority  to  consolidate  overlapping  programs  and 
agencies,  to  return  more  decisionmaking  and  responsibility  to  State  and  local 
governments  through  block  grants  instead  of  rigid  categorical  programs,  and  to 
eliminate  unnecessary  redtape  and  outrageously  complex  regulations. 

We  have  made  some  progress  in  cutting  back  the  expansion  of  government 
and  its  intrusion  into  individual  lives,  but  believe  me,  there  is  much  more  to  be 
done — and  you  and  I  know  it.  It  can  only  be  done  by  tough  and  temporarily 
painful  surgery  by  a  Congress  as  prepared  as  the  President  to  face  up  to  this 
very  real  political  problem.  Again,  I  wish  my  successor,  working  with  a  sub- 
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stantial  majority  of  his  own  party,  the  best  of  success  in  reforming  the  costly 
and  cumbersome  machinery  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  task  of  self-government  is  never  finished.  The  problems  are  great;  the 
opportunities  are  greater. 

America's  first  goal  is  and  always  will  be  peace  with  honor.  America  must  re- 
main first  in  keeping  peace  in  the  world.  We  can  remain  first  in  peace  only 
if  we  are  never  second  in  defense. 

In  presenting  the  state  of  die  Union  to  the  Congress  and  to  the  American 
people,  I  have  a  special  obligation  as  Commander  in  Chief  to  report  on  our 
national  defense.  Our  survival  as  a  free  and  independent  people  requires,  above 
all,  strong  military  forces  that  are  well  equipped  and  highly  trained  to  perform 
their  assigned  mission. 

I  am  particularly  gratified  to  report  that  over  the  past  lYi  years,  we  have  been 
able  to  reverse  the  dangerous  decline  of  the  previous  decade  in  real  resources 
this  country  was  devoting  to  national  defense.  This  was  an  immediate  problem 
I  faced  in  1974.  The  evidence  was  unmistakable  that  the  Soviet  Union  had  been 
steadily  increasing  the  resources  it  applied  to  building  its  military  strength. 
During  this  same  period  the  United  States  real  defense  spending  declined.  In 
my  three  budgets  we  not  only  arrested  that  dangerous  decline,  but  we  have 
established  the  positive  trend  which  is  essential  to  our  ability  to  contribute  to 
peace  and  stability  in  the  world. 

The  Vietnam  war,  both  materially  and  psychologically,  affected  our  overall 
defense  posture.  The  dangerous  antimilitary  sentiment  discouraged  defense 
spending  and  unfairly  disparaged  the  men  and  women  who  serve  in  our  Armed 
Forces. 

The  challenge  that  now  confronts  this  country  is  whether  we  have  the  national 
will  and  determination  to  continue  this  essential  defense  effort  over  the  long 
term,  as  it  must  be  continued.  We  can  no  longer  afford  to  oscillate  from  year  to 
year  in  so  vital  a  matter;  indeed,  we  have  a  duty  to  look  beyond  the  immediate 
question  of  budgets  and  to  examine  the  nature  of  the  problem  we  will  face  over 
the  next  generation. 

I  am  the  first  recent  President  able  to  address  long-term,  basic  issues  without 
the  burden  of  Vietnam.  The  war  in  Indochina  consumed  enormous  resources 
at  the  very  time  that  the  overwhelming  strategic  superiority  we  once  enjoyed 
was  disappearing.  In  past  years,  as  a  result  of  decisions  by  the  United  States,  our 
strategic  forces  leveled  off,  yet  the  Soviet  Union  continued  a  steady,  constant 
buildup  of  its  own  forces,  committing  a  high  percentage  of  its  national  economic 
effort  to  defense. 
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The  United  States  can  never  tolerate  a  shift  in  strategic  balance  against  us  or 
even  a  situation  where  the  American  people  or  our  allies  believe  the  balance  is 
shifting  against  us.  The  United  States  would  risk  the  most  serious  political  con- 
sequences if  the  world  came  to  believe  that  our  adversaries  have  a  decisive 
margin  of  superiority. 

To  maintain  a  strategic  balance  we  must  look  ahead  to  the  1980's  and  beyond. 
The  sophistication  of  modern  weapons  requires  that  we  make  decisions  now 
if  we  are  to  ensure  our  security  10  years  from  now.  Therefore,  I  have  consistently 
advocated  and  strongly  urged  that  we  pursue  three  critical  strategic  programs: 
the  Trident  missile  launching  submarine;  the  B-1  bomber,  with  its  superior 
capability  to  penetrate  modern  air  defenses;  and  a  more  advanced  intercon- 
tinental ballistic  missile  that  will  be  better  able  to  survive  nuclear  attack  and 
deliver  a  devastating  retaliatory  strike. 

In  an  era  where  the  strategic  nuclear  forces  are  in  rough  equilibrium,  the  risks 
of  conflict  below  the  nuclear  threshold  may  grow  more  perilous.  A  major,  long- 
term  objective,  therefore,  is  to  maintain  capabilities  to  deal  with,  and  thereby 
deter,  conventional  challenges  and  crises,  particularly  in  Europe. 

We  cannot  rely  solely  on  strategic  forces  to  guarantee  our  security  or  to  deter 
all  types  of  aggression.  We  must  have  superior  naval  and  marine  forces  to  main- 
tain freedom  of  the  seas,  strong  multipurpose  tactical  air  forces,  and  mobile, 
modern  ground  forces.  Accordingly,  I  have  directed  a  long-term  effort  to 
improve  our  worldwide  capabilities  to  deal  with  regional  crises. 

I  have  submitted  a  5-year  naval  building  program  indispensable  to  the  Na- 
tion's maritime  strategy.  Because  the  security  of  Europe  and  the  integrity  of 
NATO  remain  the  cornerstone  of  American  defense  policy,  I  have  initiated  a 
special,  long-term  program  to  ensure  the  capacity  of  the  Alliance  to  deter  or 
defeat  aggression  in  Europe. 

As  I  leave  office  I  can  report  that  our  national  defense  is  effectively  deterring 
conflict  today.  Our  Armed  Forces  are  capable  of  carrying  out  the  variety  of 
missions  assigned  to  them.  Programs  are  underway  which  will  assure  we  can 
deter  war  in  the  years  ahead.  But  I  also  must  warn  that  it  will  require  a  sustained 
effort  over  a  period  of  years  to  maintain  these  capabilities.  We  must  have  the 
wisdom,  the  stamina,  and  the  courage  to  prepare  today  for  the  perils  of  tomor- 
row, and  I  believe  we  will. 

As  I  look  to  the  future — and  I  assure  you  I  intend  to  go  on  doing  that  for  a  good 
many  years — I  can  say  with  confidence  that  the  state  of  the  Union  is  good,  but 
we  must  go  on  making  it  better  and  better. 
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This  gathering  symbolizes  the  constitutional  foundation  which  makes  con- 
tinued progress  possible,  synchronizing  the  skills  of  three  independent  branches 
of  Government,  reserving  fundamental  sovereignty  to  the  people  of  this  great 
land.  It  is  only  as  the  temporary  representatives  and  servants  of  the  people  that 
w^e  meet  here,  w^e  bring  no  hereditary  status  or  gift  of  infallibility,  and  none 
f ollov^s  us  from  this  place. 

Like  President  Washington,  like  the  more  fortunate  of  his  successors,  I  look 
forv^ard  to  the  status  of  private  citizen  With,  gladness  and  gratitude.  To  me, 
being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  the  greatest  honor  and  privilege 
in  this  v^orld. 

From  the  opportunities  v^hich  fate  and  my  fellov^  citizens  have  given  me,  as 
a  Member  of  the  House,  as  Vice  President  and  President  of  the  Senate,  and  as 
President  of  all  the  people,  I  have  come  to  understand  and  place  the  highest 
value  on  the  checks  and  balances  which  our  founders  imposed  on  government 
through  the  separation  of  powers  among  co-equal  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  branches.  This  often  results  in  difficulty  and  delay,  as  I  well  know,  but 
it  also  places  supreme  authority  under  God,  beyond  any  one  person,  any  one 
branch,  any  majority  great  or  small,  or  any  one  party.  The  Constitution  is  the 
bedrock  of  all  our  freedoms.  Guard  and  cherish  it,  keep  honor  and  order  in  your 
own  house,  and  the  Republic  will  endure. 

It  is  not  easy  to  end  these  remarks.  In  this  Chamber,  along  with  some  of  you, 
I  have  experienced  many,  many  of  the  highlights  of  my  life.  It  was  here  that  I 
stood  28  years  ago  with  my  freshman  colleagues,  as  Speaker  Sam  Rayburn  ad- 
ministered the  oath.  I  see  some  of  you  now — Charlie  Bennett,  Dick  Boiling,  Carl 
Perkins,  Pete  Rodino,  Harley  Staggers,  Tom  Steed,  Sid  Yates,  Clem  Zablocki — 
and  I  remember  those  who  have  gone  to  their  rest.  It  was  here  we  waged  many, 
many  a  lively  battle — won  some,  lost  some,  but  always  remaining  friends.  It  was 
here,  surrounded  by  such  friends,  that  the  distinguished  Chief  Justice  swore  me 
in  as  Vice  President  on  December  6,  1973.  It  was  here  I  returned  8  months  later 
as  your  President  to  ask  not  for  a  honeymoon,  but  for  a  good  marriage. 

I  will  always  treasure  those  memories  and  your  many,  many  kindnesses.  I 
thank  you  for  them  all. 

My  fellow  Americans,  I  once  asked  you  for  your  prayers,  and  now  I  give  you 
mine:  May  God  guide  this  wonderful  country,  its  people,  and  those  they  have 
chosen  to  lead  them.  May  our  third  century  be  illuminated  by  liberty  and  blessed 
with  brotherhood,  so  that  we  and  all  who  come  after  us  may  be  the  humble 
servants  of  thy  peace.  Amen. 
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Good  night.  God  bless  you. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  9 : 1 0  p.m.  in  the  House       Representatives.  The  address  was  broadcast  live  on 
Chamber  at  the  Capitol,  after  being  introduced  by       radio  and  television. 
Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Reports  on  the  Military 
Incentive  Awards  Program  for  1975.     January  13,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Forwarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  10  U.S.C.  1124 
are  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  on 
awards  made  during  Fiscal  Year  1975  to  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  for 
suggestions,  inventions  and  scientific  achievements. 

Participation  by  miHtary  personnel  in  the  cash  awards  program  was  author- 
ized by  the  Congress  in  1965.  More  than  1.76  million  suggestion  submissions 
since  that  time  attest  to  the  success  which  the  program  has  had  as  a  means 
of  motivating  military  personnel  to  seek  ways  of  reducing  costs  and  improving 
efficiency.  Of  those  suggestions  submitted,  more  than  275,000  have  been  adopted 
with  resultant  tangible  first-year  benefits  in  excess  of  $873,000,000. 

Of  the  125,777  suggestions  which  were  submitted  by  military  personnel  (in- 
cluding Coast  Guard  military  personnel)  during  Fiscal  Year  1975,  20,760  were 
adopted.  Cash  awards  totaling  $1,442,536  were  paid  for  these  adopted  sugges- 
tions, based  not  only  on  the  tangible  first-year  benefits  of  $74,347,607.94  which 
were  realized  therefrom,  but  also  on  many  additional  benefits  and  improve- 
ments of  an  intangible  nature.  Enlisted  personnel  received  $1,175,908.50  in 
awards,  which  represents  81  percent  of  the  total  cash  awards  paid.  The  remain- 
ing 19  percent  was  received  by  officer  personnel  and  amounted  to  $266,627.50. 

Attached  are  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Defense  and  the  Secretary  of 
Transportation  containing  statistical  information  on  the  military  awards  pro- 
gram and  brief  descriptions  of  some  of  the  more  noteworthy  contributions  made 
by  military  personnel  during  Fiscal  Year  1975. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  13, 1977. 


2927 


[1059]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  ]anuary  13 

1059 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Reports  on  the  Military 
Incentive  Awards  Program  for  1976.     January  13,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Forwarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  10  U.S.C.  1124 
are  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  Secretary  of  Transportation 
on  awards  made  during  Fiscal  Year  1976  to  members  of  the  Armed  Forces 
for  suggestions,  inventions  and  scientific  achievements. 

Participation  by  miUtary  personnel  in  the  cash  awards  program  was  author- 
ized by  the  Congress  in  1965.  More  than  1.89  million  suggestion  submissions 
since  that  time  attest  to  the  success  which  the  program  has  had  as  a  means  of 
motivating  military  personnel  to  seek  ways  of  reducing  costs  and  improving 
efficiency.  Of  those  suggestions  submitted,  more  than  296,000  have  been  adopted 
with  resultant  tangible  first-year  benefits  in  excess  of  $929,000,000. 

Of  the  119,256  suggestions  which  were  submitted  by  military  personnel  (in- 
cluding Coast  Guard  military  personnel)  during  Fiscal  Year  1976,  19,375  were 
adopted.  Cash  awards  totaling  $1,343,224  were  paid  for  these  adopted  sugges- 
tions, based  not  only  on  the  tangible  first-year  benefits  of  $52,983,753  which  were 
realized  therefrom,  but  also  on  many  additional  benefits  and  improvements  of 
an  intangible  nature.  Enlisted  personnel  received  $1,104,328  in  awards,  which 
represents  82  percent  of  the  total  cash  awards  paid.  The  remaining  18  percent 
was  received  by  officer  personnel  and  amounted  to  $238,896. 

Attached  are  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  Secretary  of  Trans- 
portation containing  statistical  information  on  the  military  awards  program 
and  brief  descriptions  of  some  of  the  more  noteworthy  contributions  made  by 
military  personnel  during  Fiscal  Year  1976. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  13, 1977. 

1060 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Proposing  Airline  Industry 
Regulatory  Reform  Legislation.     January  13,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 
In  October  of  1975,  I  sent  to  the  Congress  a  bill,  the  Aviation  Act  of  1975, 
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that  would  have  fundamentally  reformed  the  manner  in  which  the  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Board  regulates  the  airline  industry.  The  bill  was  designed  to  make  that 
industry  more  competitive  and  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  American  con- 
sumer. At  the  same  time,  the  bill  would  have  permitted  efficient,  well-managed 
companies  to  earn  a  fair  return  on  investment  and  to  attract  the  large  amounts 
of  capital  needed  for  long-term  growth,  thus  helping  to  make  the  industry 
healthier. 

Many  events  have  taken  place  since  late  1975.  Although  my  proposed  aviation 
regulatory  reform  bill  was  not  enacted,  major  and  thorough  hearings  were 
held  in  both  houses  of  the  Congress  on  the  many  proposals  to  reform  the  eco- 
nomic regulation  of  the  airlines.  These  hearings  attracted  wide  public  partici- 
pation and  discussion.  They  built  an  impressive  record  of  detailed  economic 
study  and  practical  airline  industry  experience. 

We  have  carefully  reviewed  testimony  presented  in  these  hearings  and  de- 
bates. The  record  is  clear:  The  present  regulatory  system  is  costly  to  the  con- 
sumer and  is  also  sapping  the  financial  health  of  the  industry.  Reform  of  air- 
line economic  regulation  is  needed,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  must  be  thorough 
and  substantial — even  beyond  my  original  proposal.  Accordingly,  I  am  sub- 
mitting today  the  Aviation  Act  of  1977. 

This  new  proposal  is  based  on  the  same  concepts  as  the  1975  bill  and,  like  it, 
would  reform  aviation  regulation  in  three  key  areas:  Pricing,  entry  and  exit, 
and  antitrust  exemptions.  In  each  of  these  areas  the  Aviation  Act  of  1977  pro- 
vides meaningful  reform  of  the  current,  archaic  regulatory  system  to  allow  this 
naturally  competitive  industry  to  reach  its  full  potential.  This  proposed  legisla- 
tion is  an  improvement  over  the  Aviation  Act  of  1975  since  it  builds  upon  the 
experience  and  information  developed  during  the  Congressional  hearings  and 
incorporates  constructive  concepts  contained  in  other  aviation  reform  proposals 
considered  last  year.  The  result  is  a  simpler  bill  which  provides  a  more  appro- 
priate approach  to  pricing  and  entry  reform  than  was  originally  proposed. 
Furthermore,  the  bill  contains  other  improvements,  including  a  provision  which 
would  assure  the  continuation  of  essential  air  service  to  small  communities. 

The  case  for  reform  has  been  made.  It  is  now  time  to  act.  My  firm  hope  is  that 
the  Aviation  Act  of  1977  will  receive  prompt  consideration  and  action  by  the 
Congress. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  13, 1977. 
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1061 

Remarks  Upon  Presenting  the  Presidential  Medal  of 
Freedom  to  Henry  A.  Kissinger.     January  13,  1977 

Mr,  Ambassador,  Mr.  Vice  President,  Secretary  Kissinger,  Mr.  Secretary-General, 
ladies  and  gentlemen: 

Both  Mrs.  Ford  and  myself  are  deeply  grateful  for  the  invitation  to  participate 
in  this  farewell  reception  in  honor  of  my  very  close  and  personal  friend,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Henry  Kissinger. 

During  the  tenure  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  v^e  have  had  many  tasks,  many 
challenges,  many  problems  involving  the  building  of  a  better  w^orld.  While  I 
vs^ill  not  suggest  v^hat  might  have  been,  it  is  my  judgment  that  Henry's  legacy 
provides  rich  testimony  to  his  w^isdom,  to  his  brilliance  in  w^orking  tov^ard 
solutions  to  some  of  the  most  difficult  problems  in  our  postv^ar  history. 

The  United  States,  the  w^orld  is  greatly  indebted  to  this  superior  person.  I 
believe  I  speak  for  all  of  us  w^hen  I  say  that  Secretary  Kissinger,  w^hom  w^e  are 
honoring  tonight,  v^e  have  been  impressed  by  our  association  w^ith  him  on  a 
personal  basis,  impressed  by  his  intellect  and  his  insight,  and  thankful  for  his 
mighty  efforts  for  the  cause  of  peace  for  mankind  on  a  w^orldv^ide  basis.  He  is, 
so  far  as  this  American  is  concerned,  the  greatest  Secretary  of  State  in  the  history 
of  our  Republic.  His  superb  record  of  achievement  is  unsurpassed  in  the  annals 
of  American  history. 

But  let  me  mention  just  a  few  examples:  the  agreement  that  brought  our  men 
home  from  Vietnam;  the  historic  beginning  of  our  relationship  with  the  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  China;  the  foundation  and  the  first  building  blocks  of  the 
strategic  arms  limitation  talks;  the  turning  point  in  the  modern  history  of  the 
Middle  East,  and  the  first  steps  toward  peace;  the  breakthrough  toward  peaceful 
settlement  in  southern  Africa;  the  closest  friendship  among  the  North  Atlantic 
allies  in  a  generation;  the  linking  of  Japan,  our  permanent  friend,  into  the  com- 
munity of  the  industrial  democracies;  the  new  dialog  with  Latin  America;  the 
Seventh  Special  Session  of  the  U.N.  General  Assembly,  a  milestone  in  world 
economic  history. 

In  every  case  Secretary  Kissinger  has  worked  mightily  for  peace,  and  in 
every  case  the  cause  of  peace  has  been  advanced  by  his  efforts.  He  led  the  way  in 
awakening  the  industrialized  nations,  the  industrialized  world,  to  the  changes 
that  must  be  made  if  the  poor  of  the  world  are  to  know  hope  and  prosperity.  He 
has  been  the  architect  of  a  new  and  productive  relationship  with  our  adversaries. 
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His  is  a  record  of  unprecedented  scope  and  enormous  accomplishment.  It  is 
a  record  in  which  all  Americans  take  pride  and  it  is  a  record  worthy  of  special 
recognition. 

It  is  my  particular  pleasure  to  be  able  to  give  special  recognition  to  this  great 
American  this  evening  before  this  distinguished  and  most  appropriate  audience. 

Mr.  Secretary,  it  is  my  honor  and  tremendous  privilege  to  award  you  on 
behalf  of  this  grateful  Nation  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  the  highest 
civilian  award  it  is  within  the  power  of  a  President  to  grant. 

Mr.  Secretary,  I  make  this  award  not  only  in  recognition  of  the  monumental 
contributions  that  you  have  made  to  the  security,  peace,  and  freedom  of  the 
United  States,  but  in  recognition  as  well  of  the  fact  that  during  the  dark  days  in 
our  Nation's  recent  past  you  showed  the  world  what  we  were  capable  of  accom- 
plishing and  gave  your  countrymen  a  reason  to  be  very  proud  of  our  Nation. 

I  make  this  award,  Mr.  Secretary,  in  the  presence  of  the  diplomatic  corps  be- 
cause in  the  broadest  sense  what  you  did  for  America  you  did  for  all  mankind. 

Now  I  would  like  Mr.  O'Donnell  to  read  the  citation,  please. 

[At  this  point,  Terrence  O'Donnell,  Aide  to  the  President,  read  the  citation  as  follows:] 

"Henry  A.  Kissinger,  scholar,  statesman  and  public  servant.  By  his  extraor- 
dinary achievements  he  has  earned  a  place  in  the  first  rank  of  American  patri- 
ots. A  principal  architect  of  America's  diplomacy  under  two  Presidents,  he 
guided  the  Nation  in  meeting  the  responsibilities  of  world  leadership.  A  bril- 
liant negotiator,  he  wielded  America's  great  power  with  wisdom  and  compassion 
in  the  service  of  peace.  He  is  honored  by  a  grateful  President  and  Nation  in  the 
expectation  that  the  past  is  but  prologue." 

"Signed,  Gerald  R.  Ford,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C." 

note:  The   President   spoke    at   7:25    p.m.    at   the  diplomatic  corps,  Vice  President  Nelson  A.  Rocke- 

Pan  American  Union,  where  the  diplomatic  corps  feller,  and  Alejandro  Orfila,  Secretary-General  of  the 

was   holding   a    reception    in    Secretary    Kissinger's  Organization  of  American  States, 

honor.  Secretary  Kissinger's   response  to   the  President's 

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  President  referred  to  remarks  is  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 

Ambassador  Guillermo   Sevilla-Sacasa,   dean   of  the  Presidential  Documents  (vol.  13,  p.  41). 
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Statement  on  the  Report  of  the  Domestic  Council 
Review  Group  on  Regulatory  Reform.     January  14 ,  1977 

GOVERNMENT  cannot  expect  the  trust  and  confidence  of  its  people  unless  it 
enacts  and  enforces  laws  that  are  effective,  efficient,  and  fair.  When  I  took  office 
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in  1974, 1  found  many  of  our  regulatory  laws  outdated  and  unintelligible.  Gov- 
ernment agencies  charged  with  their  administration  had  become  less  effective 
than  Congress  or  the  people  had  originally  intended.  At  the  Economic  Summit 
Conference,  business  and  labor  leaders,  academics,  consumers,  and  government 
officials  agreed  that  inefficient  Federal  regulation  was  contributing  to  the  coun- 
try's economic  ills. 

We  have  not  solved  all  of  these  problems,  but  we  have  made  an  effective 
beginning.  Important  administrative  and  legislative  reform  has  been  achieved 
during  my  administration,  but  more  must  be  done  to  build  upon  these 
accomplishments. 

I  have  received  and  reviewed  a  report  from  the  Domestic  Council  Review 
Group  on  Regulatory  Reform  outlining  the  scope  and  complexities  of  the  regu- 
latory problem.  It  emphasizes  the  need  for  continued  work  on  this  important 
domestic  issue. 

The  report  highlights  what  I  believe  are  the  two  basic  challenges  facing  re- 
form efforts  in  the  future. 

First,  regulation  differs  from  other  devices  used  by  government  to  achieve  our 
national  goals  because  the  costs  are  hidden  from  public  view.  Often,  government 
decisionmakers  do  not  know  what  the  effect  of  new  regulations  will  be  in  terms 
of  costs  or  benefits.  As  a  consequence,  agencies  are  rarely  forced  to  make  trade- 
offs between  competing  demands,  an  essential  management  discipline  central 
to  the  annual  budget  process. 

Second,  the  general  public  is  unaware  of  its  stake  in  better  regulation  and, 
therefore,  unable  to  form  an  effective  constituency  for  change.  Members  of  the 
public  know  very  little  about  the  complex  economic  effects  of  Federal  regula- 
tions and  are  therefore  at  a  distinct  disadvantage  when  trying  to  counter  the 
organized  efforts  of  special  interest  groups  seeking  to  preserve  the  status  quo 
or  to  enact  new  laws  serving  their  special  interests.  Sometimes  these  special 
interests  are  counter  to  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large. 

Although  I  may  not  agree  with  all  of  the  observations  made  in  this  report,  I 
believe  it  presents  a  candid  appraisal  of  what  we  have  learned  and  what  remains 
to  be  done.  We  must  make  the  regulatory  debate  a  more  intelligent  discussion 
of  issues  and  alternatives.  I  am  confident  that  this  report  will  be  a  valuable  con- 
tribution to  future  reform  efforts. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Members  of  Congress  and  those  individuals  in  the  execu- 
tive branch  and  the  public  who  have  worked  with  me  on  this  important  initi- 
ative. They  have  made  a  significant  contribution  to  restoring  the  trust  of  our 
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people  in  the  institutions  of  their  government,  and  I  urge  them  to  continue  their 
good  work. 

note:  The   report   is    entitled    "The   Challenge   of       Reform — January     1977"     (Government     Printing 
Regulatory  Reform:  A  Report  to  the  President  from       Office,  72  pp.). 
the  Domestic  Council  Review  Group  on  Regulatory 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Protocols  to  the 
Convention  on  International  Carriage  by  Air. 
January  14,  1977 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratification 
two  related  Protocols  done  at  Montreal  on  September  25,  1975  entitled: 

a)  Additional  Protocol  No.  3  to  Amend  the  Convention  for  the  Unifica- 
tion of  Certain  Rules  Relating  to  International  Carriage  by  Air,  signed  at 
Warsaw  on  October  12,  1929,  as  Amended  by  the  Protocols  done  at  The 
Hague,  on  September  28,  1955,  and  at  Guatemala  City,  March  8,  1971  (here- 
inafter, Montreal  Protocol  No.  3) ;  and 

b)  Montreal  Protocol  No.  4  to  Amend  the  Convention  for  the  Unifica- 
tion of  Certain  Rules  Relating  to  International  Carriage  by  Air,  signed  at 
Warsaw  on  October  12, 1929,  as  Amended  by  the  Protocol  done  at  The  Hague 
on  September  8,  1955  (hereinafter,  Montreal  Protocol  No.  4). 

The  report  of  the  Department  of  State  with  respect  to  the  protocols  is  en- 
closed for  the  information  of  the  Senate  in  connection  with  its  considera- 
tion of  them.  The  two  protocols  provide  a  set  of  modernized  rules  applicable 
to  international  air  carriage  of  passengers,  baggage,  and  cargo  to  replace  cur- 
rently applicable  provisions  of  the  1929  Warsaw  Convention,  to  which  the 
United  States  has  been  party  since  1934. 

The  United  States  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  efforts  which  have  re- 
sulted in  the  adoption  of  Montreal  Protocols  No.  3  and  No.  4.  For  nearly  two 
decades  the  United  States,  while  recognizing  the  value  of  a  unified  legal  regime 
which  would  assure  stability  in  international  air  transportation,  has  sought  to 
ensure  that  the  regime  would  be  responsive  to  the  needs  of  today's  international 
air  travelers  and  shippers.  To  this  end  this  government  has  been  in  the  fore- 
front in  urging  amendments  to  the  Warsaw  Convention  to  provide  for  no- 
fault  liability  of  air  carriers,  increased  limits  of  liability,  and  rapid  settlement  of 
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claims  at  a  fair  level.  Ratification  of  Montreal  Protocols  No.  3  and  No.  4  by  the 
United  States  will  significantly  advance  these  efforts  to  increase  the  economic 
protection  of  users  of  the  international  air  transport  system.  Ratification  by 
the  United  States  v^ill  be  an  invitation  to  those  States  which  have  hesitated, 
while  awaiting  United  States  action,  to  approve  the  Protocols. 

Montreal  Protocols  No.  3  and  No.  4  are  part  of  what  would  be  a  compre- 
hensive package  of  benefits  available  to  United  States  citizens  traveling  to  and 
from  the  United  States  by  air  and  to  international  shippers  by  air.  This  pack- 
age would  include  a  proposed  domestic  plan  to  supplement  recoveries  under 
the  new  protocols  in  cases  of  passenger  injury  or  death,  which  is  now  being 
considered  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board. 

The  development  of  a  comprehensive  system  of  compensation  for  injured 
parties  in  aviation  accidents,  and  modernized  rules  relating  to  baggage,  ticket- 
ing procedures,  and  cargo  documentation  and  damage  provisions  are  achieve- 
ments that,  upon  the  entry  into  force  of  Montreal  Protocols  No.  3  and  No.  4, 
will  bring  the  legal  regime  which  has  developed  under  the  1929  Warsaw  Con- 
vention into  today's  world.  For  these  reasons,  I  recommend  that  the  Senate  give 
prompt  consideration  to  these  protocols  and  give  its  advice  and  consent  to 
ratification  at  an  early  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  14, 1977. 

1064 

Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Transmitting  Proposed  Legislation  To  Provide 
Temporary  Secret  Service  Protection  for  Certain  Former 
Federal  Officials  and  Their  Families.     January  14,  1977 

I  AM  transmitting  for  consideration  by  the  Congress  an  urgent  Joint  Resolu- 
tion which  would  authorize  the  Secret  Service  to  furnish  protection  to  a  person 
who  as  a  Federal  Government  official  or  as  a  member  of  such  official's  im- 
mediate family  had  been  receiving  protection  for  a  period  immediately  pre- 
ceding January  20,  1977,  if  the  President  determined  that  such  person  may 
thereafter  be  in  significant  danger.  This  protection  could  not  continue  beyond 
July  20, 1977,  unless  otherwise  permitted  by  law. 
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The  lives  of  the  Vice  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  other  Federal 
officials  have  been  threatened  because  of  their  service  to  the  United  States  and 
the  American  people.  The  number  of  threats  against  prominent  Federal  officials 
normally  declines  after  they  leave  office.  The  emergence  in  recent  years  of  nu- 
merous and  mobile  foreign  terrorist  groups  has  created  an  added  degree  of  risk, 
especially  for  the  Vice  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State;  they  are  natural 
targets  for  individuals  and  groups  prone  to  violence.  Threats  against  Secretary 
Kissinger's  life  are  current  and  continuing. 

We  cannot  in  good  conscience  subject  any  departing  Vice  President,  Secretary 
of  State,  or  any  other  Federal  official  to  possible  harm  because  of  his  or  her  service 
to  the  United  States.  Because  this  danger  results  directly  from  the  high  visibility 
of  their  positions,  I  believe  that  the  Federal  Government  has  an  obligation  to  pro- 
vide them  and  their  immediate  families,  if  necessary,  w^ith  protection  as  long 
as  there  is  significant  danger  to  their  lives. 

Existing  statutory  authority  is  not  adequate  for  this  purpose.  Consequently, 
unless  the  Congress  acts  immediately,  protective  services  necessary  to  ensure 
the  continued  safety  of  the  Vice  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  other 
Federal  officials  cannot  be  provided  after  they  leave  office  on  January  20. 

The  emergency  resolution  that  I  am  proposing  is  a  temporary  measure.  It 
would  allow  the  next  President  to  extend  protection,  if  the  situation  warrants,  to 
one  or  more  of  the  persons  having  protection  now  who  would  otherwise  abruptly 
lose  that  protection  next  Thursday.  The  persons  now  having  protection,  in 
addition  to  me  and  my  immediate  family  (of  whom  Betty  and  I,  but  not  our 
children,  will  have  continued  protection  under  existing  law)  are  the  Vice 
President  and  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury  and  their  immediate  families, 
but  it  is  likely  that  only  a  few  of  those  persons  will  require  extended  protection 
after  next  Thursday  and  for  merely  limited  periods  as  the  next  President  may 
determine.  In  any  event  no  such  protection  could  go  beyond  July  20, 1977  unless 
the  Congress  should  act  later  to  permit  protection  over  a  longer  period  in  par- 
ticular instances. 

The  adoption  of  this  proposed  resolution  is  endorsed  by  the  Secret  Service, 
and  I  request  that  the  Congress  act  swiftly  on  this  proposal. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of       Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President 
of  the  Senate  Submitting  Proposed  Puerto  Rico  Statehood 
Legislation.     January  14,  1977 

I  SUBMIT  herewith  to  the  Congress  the  Puerto  Rico  Statehood  Act  of  1977. 

The  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  extend  to  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  the  oppor- 
tunity to  achieve  the  status  of  statehood  if  they  should  so  desire. 

Since  1900,  Presidents  and  Congresses  have  debated  the  question  of  statehood 
for  Puerto  Rico. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  providing  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  v^ith 
greater  autonomy  and  a  greater  measure  of  self-government.  But  these  great 
people  are  still  not  represented  with  a  vote  in  either  the  House  or  Senate.  They 
are  still  not  represented  in  the  election  of  a  President. 

Full  equality  for  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  cannot  come  without  full  repre- 
sentation. 

The  social  and  economic  progress  to  which  they  aspire  cannot  come  without 
the  political  equality  of  statehood. 

Any  change  in  the  status  of  the  Commonwealth  must  be  accomplished  by 
the  mutual  consent  of  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States. 

As  Congress  considers  the  appropriate  course  of  action  relating  to  the  perma- 
nent status  of  Puerto  Rico,  it  is  essential  that  the  dignity  and  self-respect  of  the 
great  people  of  Puerto  Rico  be  a  matter  of  the  highest  consideration. 

Accordingly,  the  legislation  I  propose  would  establish,  within  the  framework 
of  the  United  States  Constitution  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Puerto  Rico,  a  sequence  of  steps  reflecting  the  historic  procedures  by  which 
present  states  entered  the  Union,  while  recognizing  the  special  circumstances  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  aspirations  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

First,  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  statehood  for  Puerto  Rico  would  require 
the  resolution  of  many  complex  issues.  Congress  would  establish  a  joint  U.S.- 
Puerto Rico  Commission  to  enable  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  to  participate  effec- 
tively in  determining  the  terms  and  conditions  for  Puerto  Rico's  proposed 
admission  to  statehood.  By  providing  a  forum  for  the  reaching  of  a  broad  under- 
standing of  the  issues  and  implications  involved  in  admission  to  the  Union,  this 
Act  would  ensure  that  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  and  the  rights  and 
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responsibilities  of  statehood  are  fully  presented  to  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico — 
before  deciding  whether  their  Commonwealth  should  become  a  state. 

Second,  Congress,  after  receiving  the  Commission  Report,  would  set  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  statehood. 

Third,  the  Act  provides  for  an  island-wide  referendum  among  the  people  of 
Puerto  Rico  on  whether  the  Commonwealth  should  become  a  state. 

Fourth,  the  Act  proposes  that  if  the  referendum  passes,  delegates  to  a  Consti- 
tutional Convention  will  meet  to  frame  a  Constitution  for  the  proposed  state. 

Fifth,  the  new  constitution  would  be  presented  to  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico 
for  ratification. 

Sixth,  the  proposed  State  constitution,  if  ratified,  would  be  submitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  to  Congress  for  approval. 

Seventh,  upon  approval  of  the  proposed  Constitution,  the  voters  of  Puerto 
Rico  would  elect  two  Senators  and  five  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Eighth,  the  Governor  of  Puerto  Rico  would  certify  the  results  of  the  election  to 
the  President,  and  the  President  would  proclaim  Puerto  Rico  a  state. 

After  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  Century  of  discussion  about  Puerto  Rico, 
it  is  time  to  act  and  act  positively.  By  passage  of  this  Act  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  50  States  will  say  to  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico:  Join  us  as  equals. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  act. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 

to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of  A  copy  of  the  draft  bill  was  included  as  a  part  of 

the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable       the  release. 
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Annual  Budget  Message  to  the  Congress,  Fiscal  Year  1978. 
January  17,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  budget  is  the  President's  blueprint  for  the  operation  of  the  Government 
in  the  year  ahead.  It  records  his  views  on  priorities  and  directions  for  the  future- 
balancing  the  American  desire  to  solve  every  perceived  problem  at  once  with 
the  practical  reality  of  limited  resources  and  competing  needs. 

The  thirty  budgets  I  have  either  shaped  or  helped  to  shape  are  a  chronicle 
of  our  lives  and  times.  They  tell  us  what  we  have  aspired  to  be  and  what  we 
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have  been  in  fact.  They  tell  us  about  the  growing  complexity  of  our  society,  about 
the  changing  and  growing  role  of  our  Government,  and  about  new  problems  we 
have  identified  and  our  attempts  to  solve  them. 

In  shaping  my  budgets  as  President,  I  have  sought  to  renew  the  basic  questions 
about  the  composition  and  direction  of  the  Government  and  its  programs.  In 
my  reviews  of  existing  and  proposed  programs  and  activities  I  have  asked: 

— Is  this  activity  important  to  our  national  security  or  sense  of  social  equity  ? 

— Is  this  activity  sufficiently  important  to  require  that  we  tax  our  people  or 
borrow  funds  to  pay  for  it? 

— Must  the  Federal  Government  raise  the  taxes  or  borrow  the  funds  or  should 
State  or  local  government  do  so? 

—Should  the  Federal  Government  direct  and  manage  the  activity  or  should 
it  limit  its  role  to  the  provision  of  financing  ? 

— How  has  the  program  performed  in  the  past?  Have  the  benefits  outweighed 
the  costs  in  dollars  or  other  burdens  imposed? 

— Have  the  benefits  gone  to  the  intended  beneficiary  ? 

— Does  this  activity  conflict  with  or  overlap  another? 

As  a  result  of  these  reviews  I  have  proposed  to  reverse  some  trends  and  to 
accelerate  others. 

I  have  proposed,  and  repropose  this  year,  a  marked  slowdown  in  the  rate  of 
growth  in  Government  spending.  Over  the  last  three  decades.  Federal,  State, 
and  local  government  spending  has  grown  from  18%  of  GNP  to  34%  of  GNP. 
Federal  spending  growth  has  averaged  10%  per  year  over  the  last  decade.  And 
even  these  percentages  do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  As  the  budget  documents 
illustrate,  there  has  been  a  trend  over  the  last  few  years  toward  so-called  "off- 
budget''  spending.  This  is  an  undesirable  practice  because  it  obscures  the  real 
impact  of  the  Federal  Government  and  makes  it  more  difficult  for  any  but  the 
most  technically  knowledgeable  citizens  to  understand  what  their  Government 
is  doing.  Therefore,  I  am  calling  for  legislation  to  halt  this  practice  so  that  our 
budget  system  will  fully  reflect  the  financial  activities  of  the  Government. 

In  a  related  attempt  to  gain  greater  control  over  the  rate  of  growth  of  Gov- 
ernment spending  I  have  given  special  attention  this  year  to  spending  plans  for 
fiscal  year  1979,  the  year  after  the  budget  year.  For  the  first  time,  the  Federal 
budget  shows  detailed  planning  amounts  for  the  year  beyond  the  budget  year. 
This  innovation  grows  out  of  my  conviction  that  our  only  real  hope  of  curb- 
ing the  growth  of  Federal  spending  is  to  plan  further  in  advance  and  to  dis- 
cipline ourselves  to  stick  to  those  plans. 

From  the  standpoint  of  deficits  of  most  recent  years  the  1978  budget  I  present 
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shows  us  fairly  close  to  balance  in  1979  and  shows  balanced  budgets  thereafter. 
The  effects  on  1978  and  1979  spending  of  congressional  action  in  the  last  session 
rejecting  many  of  the  restraints  I  proposed  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  1977,  made 
total  balance  in  1979  impossible  unless  I  was  willing  to  abandon,  at  least  in  part, 
the  further  immediate  tax  relief  I  have  advocated  since  October  of  1975  and,  for 
no  reason  other  than  being  able  to  show  such  a  1979  balance,  cut  back  from 
program  levels  I  feel  are  justified.  These  alternatives  were  unacceptable,  but 
given  the  greatly  reduced  deficit  for  1979  this  budget  implies,  congressional  co- 
operation on  the  restraints  I  propose  and  a  slightly  better  economic  perform- 
ance in  the  months  ahead  than  we  have  used  in  preparing  this  1978  budget, 
it  is  entirely  possible  that  when  the  1979  budget  is  due  to  be  submitted,  a  year 
from  now,  it  could  be  in  total  balance  as  I  have  strived  to  achieve. 

With  restraint  on  the  growth  of  Federal  spending,  we  can  begin  to  provide 
permanent  tax  reductions  to  ease  the  burden  on  middle-income  taxpayers  and 
businesses.  For  too  long  Government  has  presumed  that  it  is  "entitled"  to  the 
additional  tax  revenues  generated  as  inflation  and  increases  in  real  income  push 
taxpayers  into  higher  tax  brackets.  We  need  to  reverse  this  presumption.  We 
need  to  put  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  Government  to  demonstrate  the  reasons 
why  individuals  and  businesses  should  not  keep  the  income  and  wealth  they 
produce.  Accordingly,  my  long-term  budget  projections  assume  further  tax  re- 
lief will  be  provided,  rather  than  presuming,  as  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past, 
that  positive  margins  of  receipts  over  expenditures  that  show  up  in  projections 
are  "surpluses"  or  "fiscal  dividends"  that  must  be  used  primarily  for  more  Fed- 
eral spending,  on  existing  or  new  programs  or  both. 

One  trend  has  been  reversed  in  the  past  two  years.  After  several  years  of 
decline  in  real  spending  for  national  security  purposes  the  Congress  has  agreed 
in  substantial  part  to  my  recommendations  for  increases  in  defense  spending. 
The  budget  I  propose  this  year  and  the  planning  levels  for  the  succeeding  four 
years  assume  a  continuation  of  this  real  growth  trend.  My  recommendations  are 
the  result  of  a  careful  assessment  of  our  own  defense  posture  and  that  of  our 
potential  adversaries.  In  this  area  as  in  all  others,  I  am  recommending  spending  I 
consider  essential  while  at  the  same  time  proposing  savings  in  outmoded  or  un- 
warranted activities.  For  the  longer  term,  my  recommendations  recognize  the 
simple  fact  that  we  must  plan  now  for  the  defense  systems  we  will  need  10 
years  from  now. 

This  same  approach  was  reflected  last  year  in  my  recommendations  for  the 
Federal  Government's  basic  research  and  development  programs.  In  spite  of 
the  financial  pressures  on  the  Federal  budget,  I  recommended  real  growth.  I 
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am  again  proposing  real  growth  for  basic  research  and  development  programs 
this  year  because  I  am  convinced  that  v^e  must  maintain  our  v^orld  leadership  in 
science  and  technology  in  order  to  increase  our  national  productivity  and  attain 
the  better  life  v^e  v^ant  for  our  people  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

I  am  also  calling  again  for  an  end  to  the  proliferation  of  new  Federal  pro- 
grams and  for  consolidation  of  many  of  the  programs  we  now  have.  At  last 
count  there  are  1,044  programs  identified  in  the  Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic 
Assistance.  While  our  Nation  has  many  needs,  there  is  no  rational  justification 
for  the  maze  that  has  been  created. 

Overlap  and  duplication  are  not  the  only  defects  of  these  programs;  nor  are 
they  the  most  serious.  More  importantly,  the  current  programs  too  often  fail  to 
aid  the  intended  beneficiaries  as  much  as  expected,  rewarding  instead  those  who 
have  learned  how  to  work  the  Washington  system.  Some  of  these  programs  fail 
to  pinpoint  responsibility  and  accountability  for  performance  and  too  many  im- 
pose a  managerial  and  operating  burden  on  the  Federal  Government,  diverting 
attention  from  the  functions  that  must  be  performed  at  the  Federal  level  and  at 
the  same  time  usurping  the  proper  roles  of  State  and  local  governments  and  the 
private  sector. 

If  we  could  ever  afford  the  "luxury"  of  this  inefficiency  and  ineptitude,  we 
can  no  longer.  Federal  programs  for  health  services,  elementary  and  secondary 
education,  child  nutrition  and  welfare,  for  example,  are  areas  that  desperately 
need  reform.  I  called  for  action  last  year  and  prepared  detailed  legislative  pro- 
posals. Those  who  truly  care  about  the  needs  of  our  people  will  not  let  another 
year  go  by  without  reform.  There  is  no  excuse,  for  example,  for  the  Federal 
Government  to  have  15  different  child  nutrition  programs  spending  over  $3 
billion  per  year  and  still  have  700,000  children  from  families  below  the  poverty 
line  who  receive  no  aid.  Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  take  the  money  out  of  the 
taxpayers'  pockets  to  subsidize  their  own  children's  school  lunch. 

It  will  take  real  courage  to  correct  these  problems  and  the  others  I  have  identi- 
fied for  congressional  action  without  following  the  all  too  familiar  pattern  of 
the  past — simply  adding  more  programs.  But,  increasingly,  courage  is  not  a 
choice;  it  is  an  absolute  requirement  if  we  are  to  avoid  ever  larger,  less  responsive 
government. 

The  task  ahead  will  not  be  easy  because  it  will  require  some  fundamental 
changes  in  our  expectations  for  Government.  As  a  start,  we  need  to  understand 
that  income  and  wealth  are  not  produced  in  Washington,  they  are  only  redistri- 
buted there.  As  a  corollary,  we  need  to  overcome  the  idea  that  Members  of  the 
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Congress  are  elected  to  bring  home  Federal  projects  for  their  district  or  State. 
Until  this  idea  is  totally  rejected,  higher  funding  levels  for  old  programs  and 
more  new  programs  will  be  enacted  each  year  as  Members  of  the  Congress  seek 
to  insure  their  reelection.  We  also  need  to  overcome  the  prevalent  attitude  that 
only  new  programs  with  multibillion-doUar  price  tags  are  worthy  of  media 
attention  and  public  discussion  and  worthy  of  being  judged  bold  and  innovative. 
The  multitude  of  programs  already  in  a  budget  of  more  than  $400  billion  and 
initiatives  to  do  something  about  them  are  worthy  of  intense  public  scrutiny, 
discussion  and  judgment  in  their  own  right. 

These  changes  in  attitude  will  require  leadership  not  only  by  the  executive 
branch,  but,  at  least  equally  important,  on  the  part  of  each  Member  of  the  Con- 
gress. Members  of  the  Congress  must  begin  to  share  the  burden  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  saying  no  to  special  interest  groups — even  those  in  their  own  districts  or 
States. 

The  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  congressional  budgetmaking  process 
in  recent  years  provide  some  basis  for  optimism  for  the  future.  The  new  budget 
committees  have  begun  to  provide  a  counterbalance  to  the  spending  and  taxing 
committees,  offering  hope  that  the  total  effect  of  the  splintered  actions  of  the 
other  committees  will  be  given  equal  weight  in  the  congressional  process. 

But  more  progress  is  needed.  Just  as  the  budget  process  cannot  do  the  whole 
job  in  the  executive  branch,  it  cannot  in  the  Congress  either.  No  matter  how 
streamlined  and  properly  organized  the  departments  and  agencies  of  the  exec- 
utive branch  or  the  committees  and  subcommittees  of  the  Congress  become — 
and  there  is  surely  room  for  substantial  improvement  in  this  respect  at  both  ends 
of  Pennsylvania  Avenue — the  executive  branch  must  continue  to  refine  and  the 
Congress  must  adopt  processes  whereby  recommendations  to  the  President  or 
to  the  House  or  Senate,  as  the  case  may  be,  on  major  issues  are  developed  by 
task  force  groups  representing  the  competing  priorities  of  various  departments 
and  agencies  and  of  the  various  congressional  committees  and  subcommittees. 
The  reason  is  simply  that  most  major  issues  cut  across  jurisdictional  lines,  no 
matter  how  well  drawn — energy,  international  affairs,  and  welfare  reform,  to 
name  but  a  few  examples.  I  urge  the  new  administration  to  build  on  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  this  regard  in  the  executive  branch.  I  urge  the  Congress 
promptly  to  put  into  place  the  necessary  counterpart  mechanisms.  Such  improve- 
ments in  process,  coupled  with  further  progress  in  the  development  of  the 
budget  process,  will  help  substantially  in  addressing  and  meeting  our  problems 
and  attaining  the  goals  we  have  set  for  our  Nation. 
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The  last  thirty  budgets  record  a  turbulent  period  in  our  history;  wars,  domes- 
tic strife  and  serious  economic  problems.  In  the  last  two  years,  we  have  laid  the 
foundation  for  a  positive  future.  We  have  stabilized  international  relationships 
and  created  the  framework  for  global  progress.  At  home,  we  have  restored  con- 
fidence in  government  while  reversing  the  trends  of  inflation  and  unemploy- 
ment. Building  on  this  solid  base,  the  policies  and  programs  contained  in  this 
budget  can  help  us  to  fulfill  the  promise  of  America. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

January  17, 1977. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  the  United 
States-Bulgaria  International  Fishery  Agreement. 
January  11,  1977 

[Dated  January  14, 1977.     Released  January  17,  1977] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  The  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(P.L.  94-265;  16  USC  1801),  I  transmit  herewith  a  governing  international 
fishery  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the  People's  Republic  of  Bul- 
garia, signed  at  Washington  on  December  17, 1976. 

This  Agreement  is  significant  because  it  is  one  of  a  series  to  be  negotiated 
in  accordance  with  that  legislation.  I  urge  that  the  Congress  give  favorable 
consideration  to  this  Agreement  at  an  early  date.  Since  60  calendar  days  of 
continuous  session  as  required  by  the  legislation  are  not  available  before  March 
1,  1977,  I  strongly  recommend  that  the  Congress  consider  issuance  of  a  joint 
resolution  in  order  to  bring  this  Agreement  into  force  by  that  date. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  14, 1977. 

note:  The  agreement  is  printed  in  Treaties  and  Other  International  Acts  Series  (TIAS  9045). 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Urging  Approval  of 
Recommendations  for  Executive,  Legislative,  and 
Judicial  Salary  Increases  and  Code  of  Conduct 
Reforms.     January  17,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

As  a  part  of  my  fiscal  year  1978  Budget,  I  am  recommending  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  level  of  compensation  for  members  of  the  Federal  Judiciary  and 
the  Congress  as  well  as  senior  officials  in  the  Executive  Branch.  I  have  been 
guided  in  this  decision  by  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Commission 
on  Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial  Salaries. 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  also  strongly  endorsing  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commission  that  new  and  strengthened  codes  of  conduct  be  adopted  by  each 
branch.  Like  the  Commission,  I  would  not  recommend  the  salary  increases 
if  there  is  not  a  firm  commitment  to  a  new  code  of  conduct. 

I  have  personally  discussed  this  matter  with  President-Elect  Carter  and  he 
authorized  me  to  say  that  he  fully  supports  my  recommendations  concerning 
salary  levels  and  the  need  for  stronger  codes  of  conduct  for  all  three  branches 
as  recommended  by  the  Commission.  Thus,  the  Executive  Branch  has  made  the 
commitment  to  the  improved  code  of  conduct.  I  have  also  spoken  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States  and  he  too  supports  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  and  is  committed  to  the  code  of  conduct  principles  outlined  in  the 
report. 

If  the  Congress  commits  itself  to  adoption  of  the  proposed  code  of  conduct 
reforms,  then  I  believe  the  Congress  should  permit  their  salary  increases  to 
take  effect.  This  will  not  only  restore  public  confidence  in  national  leaders, 
but  it  will  permit  the  country  to  be  able  to  attract  the  most  qualified  citizens  to 
these  important  posts. 

Congress  enacted  in  1967  the  current  procedure  which  provides  for  a  special 
Commission  on  Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial  Salaries  to  be  estabUshed 
every  four  years.  This  Quadrennial  Commission  reviewed  the  rates  of  pay  for 
the  Executive  Schedule  and  for  positions  at  comparable  levels  in  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Judicial  Branches  and  submitted  recommended  changes  to  me.  I  am 
required  to  include  my  recommendations  in  the  next  annual  Budget  transmitted 
after  the  Commission  makes  its  report.  These  proposed  rates  go  into  effect  a 
month  later  if  neither  the  Senate  nor  the  House  disapproves. 


2943 


[1068]  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  January  17 

The  last  increase  occurred  in  1969.  Quadrennial  adjustments  proposed  by  the 
President  in  1974  were  denied  by  the  Senate.  Except  for  a  5%  adjustment  en- 
acted in  1975,  salaries  of  senior  officials  in  the  Executive,  Legislative  and  Judicial 
Branches  have  been  frozen  for  nearly  eight  years.  This  year's  Quadrennial  Com- 
mission, chaired  by  former  Commerce  Secretary  Peter  G.  Peterson,  has  docu- 
mented the  serious  problems  in  keeping  and  recruiting  qualified  officials. 

There  is  also  a  related  problem  of  salary  compression  for  some  Civil  Service 
employees.  Most  grades  of  the  General  Schedule  have  continued  to  rise  annually 
as  a  result  of  the  upward  pressure  of  private  salary  rates.  But  under  current  law 
no  Civil  Service  employee  can  be  paid  more  than  the  statutory  pay  rate  for 
Executive  Level  V.  Consequently,  all  senior  Civil  Service  employees  in  grades 
GS-16  through  18  and  many  at  the  upper  levels  of  GS-15  have  reached  this 
ceiling,  so  that  five  different  levels  of  officials  in  the  Executive  Branch  now  are 
paid  at  much  the  same  rate. 

Many  of  the  same  problems  apply  to  the  Judicial  and  Legislative  Branches. 
As  a  result  of  frozen  compensation  schedules,  a  number  of  Federal  Judges  have 
left  the  bench  to  return  to  private  law  practice,  and  the  Chief  Justice  has  reported 
to  me  that  others  are  planning  to  do  so.  This  represents  an  alarming  loss  of  talent 
and  experience. 

The  Quadrennial  Commission  determined  that  a  50%  increase  in  Executive, 
Legislative,  and  Judicial  pay  would  have  been  justified  by  economic  indicators. 
However,  the  Commission  members  concluded  that  direct  pay  comparisons 
with  the  private  sector  are  neither  feasible  nor  appropriate  for  most  of  the  posi- 
tions covered  by  their  report,  and  they  recommend  what  they  believe  to  be  the 
minimum  increases  necessary  to  attract  and  retain  the  best  qualified  individuals 
for  these  positions.  Nevertheless,  I  have  somewhat  reduced  the  amount  of  salary 
increases  recommended  by  the  Commission.  I  believe  the  levels  contained  in  the 
Budget  I  am  submitting  to  the  Congress  today,  represents  the  proper  balance 
between  the  need  for  higher  levels  of  compensation  and  my  determination  that 
not  one  cent  of  the  taxpayer's  money  should  be  spent  unnecessarily. 

The  Commission's  proposals  for  salary  increases  were  coupled  with  recom- 
mendations for  new  "Codes  of  Public  Conduct"  in  the  three  separate  branches 
of  Government.  These  would  provide  full  public  disclosure  of  each  official's 
financial  affairs,  place  tight  restrictions  on  other  earned  income,  apply  strict 
conflict  of  interest  provisions  upon  investments,  tighten  up  expense  allowances, 
place  reasonable  restrictions  on  post-service  employment  and  provide  vigorous 
and  consistent  auditing.  In  effect,  the  Commission  thus  recommends  providing 


2944 


January  17  Gerald  R.  Ford,  1976  [1069] 

higher  salaries  in  exchange  for  limitations  upon  other  forms  of  income  that  give 
rise  to  questions  concerning  ethics  or  conflicts  of  interest. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  a  firm  commitment  to  the  code  of  conduct  reforms, 
I  urge  each  House  of  the  Congress  to  take  positive  action — such  as  adoption  of  a 
resolution — supporting  the  code  within  the  thirty-day  period  available  to  reject 
the  proposed  salary  increases.  I  commend  the  leadership  show^n  thus  far  by 
both  Houses  in  moving  tow^ard  code  of  conduct  reforms  and  I  am  confident  that 
'the  principles  stated  in  the  Commission's  report  w^ill  be  adopted. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  17,  1977. 

1069 

Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Reporting  on 
Budget  Rescissions  and  Deferrals.    January  17,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  v^ith  the  Impoundment  Control  Act  of  1974, 1  herev^ith  propose 
nine  nev^  rescissions  totalling  $1,001.3  million  and  report  eight  nev^  deferrals 
totalling  $273.4  million  in  budget  authority  developed  in  connection  W\\h  the 
1978  budget.  In  addition,  I  am  reporting  $70.6  million  in  increases  to  five  de- 
ferrals previously  transmitted. 

The  rescission  proposals  pertain  to  programs  of  the  Departments  of  Com- 
merce, Defense,  State,  and  Transportation  as  well  as  the  Small  Business  Admin- 
istration and  an  International  Security  Assistance  program. 

The  new  deferrals  involve  programs  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Transportation  and  the  Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration 
while  the  increases  to  existing  deferrals  relate  to  the  Departments  of  Agricul- 
ture, Defense,  and  Transportation. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  act  favorably  on  the  rescission  proposals. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  17, 1977- 

note:  The  attachments  detaiUng  the  rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  in  the  Federal  Register  of  Janu- 
ary 24,  1977  (42  FR  4333). 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Congress:  The  Economic 
Report  of  the  President.     January  18,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  past  year  was  a  year  of  sound  economic  achievement.  A  year  ago  I  said 
that  my  key  economic  goal  was  "to  create  an  economic  environment  in  which 
sustainable  noninflationary  growth  can  be  achieved."  While  much  remains  to 
be  done  we  have  built  a  very  solid  foundation  for  further  economic  gains  in  1977 
and  beyond.  The  recovery  has  continued  to  produce  substantial  gains  in  output 
and  employment.  Unemployment  remains  much  too  high,  but  the  marked 
reduction  that  we  see  in  inflation  as  well  as  in  inflationary  expectations  repre- 
sents significant  progress  toward  regaining  the  stable  noninflationary  prosperity 
that  has  been  our  goal. 

The  gross  national  product,  adjusted  for  inflation,  rose  by  slightly  more  than 
6  percent  last  year.  The  rise  in  production  was  extremely  rapid  at  the  beginning 
of  1976.  The  advance  moderated  during  the  spring,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year 
the  recovery  showed  signs  of  reacceleration.  In  December  more  than  88  million 
Americans  were  employed,  an  increase  of  about  3  million  from  last  December 
and  more  than  4  million  above  the  1975  recession  low.  Economic  gains  were 
widespread.  Real  incomes  continued  their  rise,  consumer  expenditures  also 
moved  upward,  business  investment  began  to  recover,  and  housing  construc- 
tion improved  significantly.  Unemployment  dropped  sharply  in  the  early 
months  of  last  year,  although  it  rose  again  as  the  extraordinarily  rapid  expansion 
in  the  labor  force  outpaced  the  creation  of  new  jobs. 

Substantial  headway  was  also  made  on  the  inflation  front.  Since  late  1975  the 
consumer  price  index  has  risen  only  5  percent,  a  full  percentage  point  less  than 
was  anticipated  and  a  noteworthy  improvement  over  the  12  percent  inflation 
rate  of  1974.  Wage  settlements  continued  to  moderate.  Record  crops  and  more 
ample  supplies  of  farm  products  halted  the  sharp  increases  in  food  prices.  As 
fears  of  inflation  ebbed,  interest  rates  declined,  contrary  to  most  expectations 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  and  the  stock  market,  reflecting  this  heightened 
confidence,  was  close  to  the  highs  of  the  year  when  trading  ended  in  1976.  The 
lower  rate  of  inflation  and  the  improved  state  of  financial  markets  attest  to  the 
significant  progress  we  have  made  during  the  past  year  toward  reestablishing  a 
stable,  noninflationary,  full-employment  economy. 

If  this  goal  is  to  be  fully  realized,  the  present  policy  of  moderation  in  fiscal 
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and  monetary  affairs  and  of  relying  on  a  restored  vitality  in  the  private  sector 
must  continue.  We  need  tax  reductions  to  support  a  lasting  economic  recovery 
and  to  provide  relief  from  the  increases  in  real  tax  burdens  induced  by  inflation. 
In  the  long  run,  inflation  and  real  economic  growth  will  constantly  push  tax- 
payers into  higher  and  higher  tax  brackets  unless  tax  laws  are  changed.  Some 
believe  that  these  additional  tax  receipts  should  be  spent  on  new  Government 
programs.  I  do  not.  Instead  I  believe  that  the  Congress  should  counteract  the 
growing  burden  imposed  by  the  tax  system — and  the  reduction  of  private  in- 
centives that  it  implies — by  periodically  providing  offsetting  tax  cuts  while  con- 
tinuing to  restrain  the  rate  of  growth  of  Government  spending. 

The  creation  of  permanent,  meaningful,  and  productive  jobs  for  our  growing 
labor  force  requires  a  higher  level  of  private  investment.  Tax  reductions  must 
be  so  designed  that  measures  to  stimulate  consumption  are  balanced  by  those 
which  will  increase  investment.  Investment  has  for  some  time  been  falling  short 
of  the  levels  required  if  we  are  to  provide  enough  productive  jobs  for  our  people 
at  rising  real  wage  rates,  and  if  we  hope  to  renew  and  improve  our  capital  stock 
so  that  we  can  meet  our  requirements  for  energy  and  make  headway  toward 
environmental,  job  safety,  and  other  goals.  Investment  has  grown  more  slowly 
than  would  normally  be  true  at  this  stage  of  a  recovery.  A  stronger  spur  to  in- 
vestment in  productive  plant  and  equipment  is  necessary  for  the  further  improve- 
ment in  production  and  employment  in  1977  and  beyond. 

Tax  Reductions 

In  October  1975, 1  presented  to  the  Congress  a  program  of  tax  cuts  and  spend- 
ing restraints  that  would  have  reduced  the  burden  of  government  for  all  tax- 
payers. It  would  have  given  the  American  people  more  freedom  to  spend  their 
incomes  as  they  choose  rather  than  as  Washington  chooses  for  them,  and  it 
would  have  increased  incentives  to  expand  investment.  However,  the  Congress 
decided  otherwise — to  increase  spending  far  more  than  I  wanted  and  to  cut 
taxes  far  less  than  I  wanted. 

Earlier  this  month  I  again  sent  to  the  Congress  my  recommendations  to  cut 
taxes.  I  have  once  more  urged  a  permanent  increase  in  the  personal  exemption 
from  $750  to  $1,000  to  replace  the  system  of  temporary  tax  credits  that  has  so 
greatly  complicated  the  individual  income  tax  return.  I  am  also  recommending 
a  higher  income  allowance  and  a  series  of  permanent  tax  rate  reductions.  My 
proposals  provide  income  tax  relief  for  individuals  that  will  total  $10  billion 
in  1977. 
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To  encourage  the  investment  that  will  mean  good  steady  jobs  for  our  expand- 
ing labor  force,  I  am  recommending  once  again  a  permanent  reduction  in  the 
corporate  income  tax  from  48  to  46  percent.  I  urge  as  well  the  enactment  of 
legislation  to  make  permanent  the  extension  of  the  10  percent  investment  tax 
credit  and  the  increased  corporate  surtax  exemption  provided  by  the  Tax  Reform 
Act  of  1976.  In  the  longer  run  we  must  eliminate  the  double  taxation  of  dividend 
payments.  I  am  therefore  renewing  my  proposal  to  integrate  corporate  and 
personal  income  taxes  gradually  over  a  period  of  years  beginning  in  1978. 

I  am  also  renewing  my  recommendation  of  accelerated  depreciation  for  in- 
vestment in  new  plants  and  equipment  undertaken  in  areas  where  unemploy- 
ment is  7  percent  or  higher.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  this  is  a  far  better  way 
to  raise  employment  where  the  economy  has  not  caught  up  with  the  recovery 
than  adding  layer  upon  layer  of  new  spending  programs. 

Although  such  tax  cuts  for  individuals  and  businesses  are  desirable  at  this  time 
to  support  stronger  consumer  and  capital  goods  markets,  we  must  be  mindful 
of  the  need  to  bring  down  our  large  Federal  budget  deficit  as  quickly  as  possible. 
As  the  economy  improves  and  the  demand  for  private  credit  becomes  greater. 
Federal  borrowing  requirements  to  finance  the  deficit  must  be  lowered  to  avoid 
preempting  funds  needed  for  private  investment  and  to  ensure  steady  progress 
in  the  battle  against  inflation.  Accordingly,  in  my  Budget  Message  I  am  again 
recommending  responsible  restraint  in  the  growth  of  Federal  budget  outlays. 
These  policies  will  also  bring  us  closer  to  our  goals  of  stable  noninflationary 
prosperity. 

International  Developments 

Much  progress  was  evident  in  the  rest  of  the  world  last  year,  and  international 
economic  cooperation  continued  to  improve.  Restoration  of  a  stable  growth 
path,  however,  has  proved  difficult.  Throughout  the  world,  countries  are  still 
grappling  with  the  complicated  and  painful  aftermath  of  inflation,  recession, 
and  the  sharp  increases  in  the  relative  price  of  energy.  Serious  social  and  politi- 
cal problems  have  made  these  adjustments  more  difficult. 

When  I  met  with  the  leaders  of  the  major  industrial  nations  in  the  summer 
of  1976,  the  restoration  of  full  employment  in  our  several  economies  was  the  most 
important  item  on  our  agenda.  Stable  full  employment  and  continued  improve- 
ment in  the  well-being  of  our  own  peoples  and  the  world  population  at  large, 
we  agreed,  will  take  a  number  of  years.  Although  the  course  of  faster  expansion 
seems  attractive,  it  is  clearly  risky.  Impatience  which  leads  to  a  reacceleration 
of  inflation  could  jeopardize  the  significant  progress  we  have  achieved  so  far. 
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The  costly  lessons  of  the  past  decade  are  inescapable.  High  and  variable  infla- 
tion rates  are  incompatible  with  sustainable  growth.  Overly  expansionary  policies 
contributed  to  the  very  high  inflation  rate  and,  in  turn,  to  the  deepest  worldwide 
recession  since  the  1930s.  Policy  changes  and  adjustments  will  doubtless  be 
needed  in  1977  and  thereafter.  But  policies  must  hold  to  a  reasonably  steady  and 
predictable  course.  In  particular,  the  measures  we  select  to  further  our  economic 
expansion  must  not  raise  the  risk  of  future  inflation. 

The  growing  recognition  among  nations  of  their  interdependence  has  helped 
to  create  the  cooperation  that  is  now  apparent  among  members  of  the  industrial 
community.  The  mutuality  of  the  policy  goals  of  the  developed  and  develop- 
ing countries  needs  to  be  better  understood  on  each  side.  For  this  reason  the  dis- 
cussions between  developed  and  developing  countries  during  1976  have  at- 
tempted to  foster  a  climate  in  which  our  joint  interests  and  our  diverse  concerns 
can  be  freely  expressed.  Although  the  progress  so  far  achieved  has  disappointed 
some,  it  has  helped  us  avoid  the  sometimes  easier  but  mutually  destructive  course 
of  trade  restrictions. 

Energy  Policy 

Energy  matters  retain  their  troublesome  hold  among  the  problems  threatening 
the  Nation's  long-run  prosperity.  The  sharp  increases  in  oil  prices  in  1973-75 
imposed  major  costs  upon  our  economy.  We  have  done  much  to  accommodate 
the  new  higher  prices  for  energy,  but  some  aspects  of  energy  policy  have 
hampered  the  adjustment.  The  Congress  has  continued  to  hold  prices  for  domes- 
tically produced  oil  and  natural  gas  well  below  world  market  levels.  These 
lower  energy  prices  have  encouraged  the  inefficient  use  of  energy  and  discour- 
aged efforts  to  expand  domestic  supplies  and  improve  the  energy  efficiency  of 
the  overall  capital  stock. 

The  recovery  has  heightened  the  demand  for  energy  and  thus  resulted  in 
greater  imports  of  oil.  In  consequence  the  United  States  now  depends  even  more 
heavily  upon  imported  petroleum  and  is  even  more  vulnerable  than  a  year  ago 
to  future  price  manipulation  and  interruptions  in  supply.  Now  that  the  problems 
of  recession  and  inflation  are  receding,  we  can  more  vigorously  address  this  diffi- 
culty. The  energy  program  that  I  have  presented  before  is  designed  to  answer 
the  longer  need. 

First  steps  are  under  way  toward  creating  a  strategic  oil  reserve  which  will 
help  shield  us  from  disruptions  in  supply.  The  OPEC  pricing  decisions  of  Decem- 
ber were  a  forceful  reminder  of  the  Nation's  growing  need  for  protection  against 
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foreign  moves  that  affect  the  price  and  can  alter  the  availabiUty  of  imported  oil. 
Strategic  storage  will  provide  a  first  line  of  defense  against  the  threat  of  dis- 
rupted supplies.  This  vital  program  must  be  implemented,  and  v^e  must  also 
take  positive  steps  to  lessen  our  economic  dependence  upon  foreign  oil. 

Measures  that  v^ill  make  us  less  dependent  on  foreign  energy  supplies  have 
been  proposed  by  this  Administration;  but  unfortunately  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant proposals  have  not  yet  been  accepted  by  the  Congress.  Some  of  the 
measures  involve  present  costs  which  will  yield  much  greater  future  benefits. 
Others,  which  would  lead  to  more  efficient  use  of  our  energy  resources,  would 
benefit  the  Nation  immediately  as  well  as  in  the  future. 

It  is  critically  important— for  energy  security,  environmental  quality,  and  long- 
term  economic  productivity— that  prices  of  domestic  petroleum  and  natural  gas 
be  allowed  to  match  more  closely  the  full  cost  of  these  fuels.  In  the  immediate 
future  oil  prices  should  be  allowed  to  rise  as  they  were  intended  to  do  under 
the  Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act.  Steps  should  also  be  taken  which  would 
help  close  the  gap  more  rapidly  between  domestic  and  world  market  prices 
for  petroleum,  allow  a  free-market  price  for  North  Slope  Alaskan  oil,  and  de- 
regulate the  wellhead  price  of  new  natural  gas. 

Although  a  number  of  inconsistencies  remain,  the  relation  between  the  Na- 
tion's goals  for  energy  and  for  the  environment  has  become  clearer  and  the 
effects  of  existing  policies  more  fully  known.  The  time  is  ripe  for  reexamining 
environmental  policy  and  determining  whether  the  ends  we  all  seek  can  be 
achieved  at  a  lower  cost  to  the  economy  and  to  the  security  of  our  energy  supplies. 

Taken  together,  all  of  the  actions  recommended  here  would  help  the  economy 
to  adjust  to  the  new  energy  situation  and  do  much  to  ensure  more  reliable 
supplies  of  energy  for  the  future.  They  would  also  signal  to  the  world  that  this 
Nation  is  serious  about  developing  secure  supplies  of  energy.  Most  important, 
these  efforts  would  encourage  conservation  and  give  industry  the  confidence 
that  will  spur  the  production  of  both  conventional  fuels  and  substitutes. 

Regulatory  Reform 

As  economic  problems  have  arisen  and  been  dealt  with  by  new  policy  initia- 
tives, the  Government's  role  in  the  economy  has  grown  ever  larger.  The  number 
of  commissions,  agencies,  administrations,  bureaus,  and  offices  set  up  to  con- 
duct programs  increases  constantly.  Each  appears  important  when  it  is  first 
established.  The  trouble  is  that  they  are  seldom,  if  ever,  terminated  when  they 
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have  accomplished  tJieir  original  mission.  By  one  recent  count  there  were  1,200 
Federal  Government  organizations  alone  having  significant  powders  to  regulate 
a  v^ide  and  growing  range  of  economic  activities. 

The  direct  Federal  outlay  to  control  practices  in  the  private  sector  is  substan- 
tial. Even  more  important  are  the  losses  that  these  activities  impose  on  the  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  goods  and  services  throughout  the  economy.  No 
accurate  measure  of  the  total  costs  and  benefits  of  actions  by  the  regulatory  agen- 
cies is  possible  at  this  time  or  perhaps  ever.  Although  all  Americans  are  aware  of 
the  substantial  benefits  which  regulations  produce  in  their  everyday  lives,  we  fre- 
quently lose  sight  of  the  efforts  of  such  programs  in  restricting  the  growth  of 
productivity. 

The  use  of  newly  developed  technology,  the  development  of  new  companies 
and  products,  and  the  opening  up  of  new  occupations  have  all  been  impeded 
by  the  need  for  licenses,  certification,  review,  and  legal  judgments  introduced  by 
one  agency  or  another.  When  innovative  activities  are  discouraged  progress  is 
curbed  throughout  the  economy,  even  in  those  areas  where  some  regulation  is 
justified.  Regulations  must  therefore  be  reexamined  to  ensure  the  removal  of 
costly  and  counterproductive  regulations  and  to  identify  those  whose  need  has 
passed.  Where  benefits  seem  large  we  should  make  sure  that  the  benefits  are 
realized  at  the  least  possible  cost. 

To  reduce  the  regulatory  burden,  I  asked  the  Congress  in  the  last  year  to  elimi- 
nate unnecessary  and  anticompetitive  regulation  in  the  airline  and  trucking 
industries.  This  action  was  to  follow  the  path  of  regulatory  reform  that  the  rail- 
road industry  achieved  in  the  Railroad  Revitalization  and  Regulatory  Reform 
Act  of  1976. 1  also  urged  the  Congress  to  eliminate  the  Federal  Power  Commis- 
sion's controls  on  new  gas  prices,  which  have  held  back  exploration  and  sales 
to  the  interstate  pipelines  serving  northern  and  western  cities.  Earlier  this  month 
I  once  again  submitted  to  the  Congress  a  plan  to  eliminate  controls  on  gasoline 
refining  and  marketing- 

Among  agencies  under  my  jurisdiction  I  have  set  out  new  regulatory  pro- 
cedures which  will  make  controls  more  effective  and  less  costly  to  all  concerned, 
but  such  steps  are  only  a  beginning.  The  Congress  and  the  executive  branch 
must  undertake  a  comprehensive  review  to  ascertain  the  effects  of  present  con- 
trols, and  then  offer  to  the  American  people  a  corrective  program  that  will  cut 
across  administrative  boundaries.  Only  a  sweeping  reform  will  remove  the  reg- 
ulatory burden  where  it  is  no  longer  justified  and  place  the  initiative  for  pro- 
duction and  distribution  back  in  the  more  efficient  hands  of  private  enterprise. 
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Role  of  the  Government  in  Society 

I  firmly  believe  that  if  we  dedicate  our  efforts  to  the  major  problems  I  have 
outlined  here  v^e  can  successfully  resolve  them.  As  a  people  we  have  an  extraor- 
dinary capacity  to  marshal  our  resources  against  even  the  gravest  difficulties. 

Unfortunately  many  of  our  problems  are  self-made.  One  which  has  concerned 
me  particularly  over  the  years  is  a  tendency,  born  of  goodwill  and  a  desire  to 
improve  the  state  of  American  life,  which  makes  us  think  we  can  create  cost- 
less benefits  for  our  people.  We  are  unwilling  to  confront  some  of  our  hardest 
choices.  We  persist  in  the  belief  that  we  can  always  tolerate  a  little  larger  Federal 
deficit,  or  the  creation  of  a  little  more  money,  especially  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
grams which  seem  to  promise  clear  and  readily  definable  benefits.  This  is  a  kind 
of  self-deception  that  we  must  learn  to  resist. 

Certainly  we  must  adopt  measures  that  promise  to  keep  the  economic  ex- 
pansion going  and  reduce  the  high  unemployment.  But  overly  expansive  poli- 
cies with  their  inevitable  risk  of  renewed  inflation  are  realities  which  are  easily 
overlooked  in  the  understandable  desire  for  the  immediately  tangible  benefits 
foreseen  from  specific  programs.  What  we  seek  is  a  sustainable  expansion  and 
the  restoration  of  full  employment  without  inflation,  and  we  must  settle  for  no 
less. 

The  discipline  implicit  in  a  prudent  fiscal  policy  is  not  easy  but  it  offers  very 
considerable  and  lasting  rewards.  I  am  hopeful  that  the  recent  creation  of  the 
budget  committees  to  serve  the  Congress  will  help  to  provide  this  necessary  dis- 
cipline. Prudent  budget  policies  are  essential  if  we  are  to  restore  stable  full-em- 
ployment conditions  and  provide  the  productive  jobs  which  our  people  need 
and  want.  Some  part  of  our  present  deficit  is  the  result  of  the  recession  and  will 
accordingly  disappear  as  full  employment  is  restored.  Beyond  this,  however,  we 
must  restrain  the  growth  of  Federal  expenditures.  If  we  do  not,  we  shall  have 
to  resign  ourselves  to  higher  taxes  or  to  high  employment  deficits  with  their 
inflationary  consequences. 

Nowhere  are  these  tradeoffs  so  evident  as  in  our  social  security  program  and 
our  efforts  to  provide  medical  insurance  for  our  people.  I  have  emphasized  the 
need  to  maintain  a  fiscally  sound  social  security  system  and  repeatedly  re- 
jected proposals  to  fund  increased  benefits  out  of  what  are  called  general  reve- 
nues. The  purpose  of  linking  social  security  benefits  to  specially  designated 
taxes  is  to  balance  the  benefits  to  one  segment  of  society  with  the  costs  to  an- 
other segment.  Our  democratic  processes  of  government  work  better  when  the 
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costs  of  programs  are  open  and  visible  to  those  who  pay  them.  Funding  our 
social  security  benefits  through  specifically  designated  payroll  taxes  strengthens 
the  discipline  that  should  govern  these  decisions.  Benefits  are  not  cosdess,  and 
w^e  should  not  allows  this  fact  to  be  submerged  in  any  general  revenue  funding 
of  the  social  security  system. 

Similar  pressures  are  building  up  v^ith  respect  to  medical  care.  We  have 
become  concerned,  and  rightly  so,  over  sharp  increases  in  the  cost  of  medical 
care  v^^hich  emphasize  the  need  to  improve  the  ejfficiency  and  effectiveness  in  the 
delivery  of  health  care  services.  These  have  arisen  in4)art  because  the  large 
expansion  in  health  insurance  coverage  under  both  private  and  public  pro- 
grams has  reduced  the  sensitivity  of  consumers  to  costs  and  w^eakened  the  in- 
centives to  achieve  efficiencies.  Individuals,  businesses,  and  unions,  confronted 
with  the  higher  costs  of  private  health  insurance  have  begun  to  exert  curbs  on 
the  systems  for  delivering  health  and  medical  service,  and  their  influence  should 
be  salutary.  I  hope  we  will  not  choose  to  fund  these  costs  through  a  comprehen- 
sive national  health  insurance  system,  since  this  will  only  weaken  the  incentives 
for  improvement  and  efficiency  that  are  now  emerging. 

These  are  but  two  examples  of  the  pressures  which  threaten  to  erode  our  fiscal 
processes.  We  must  recognize  that  making  governmental  expenditure  policy 
the  principal  arm  of  demand  management  has  undesirable  consequences.  Ex- 
penditure programs  once  in  place  are  extremely  difficult  to  cut  back.  The  result 
is  a  permanent  rise  in  Federal  outlays  and  the  risk  of  ever-increasing  growth 
in  the  government  relative  to  the  private  sector.  As  the  experience  of  other  coun- 
tries forcibly  illustrates,  this  is  a  dangerous  path.  It  weakens  incentives,  reduces 
efficiency,  leads  to  lagging  standards  of  living,  and  carries  inevitable  risks  of  in- 
flation. It  is  much  better  to  provide  fiscal  adjustments  through  tax  reductions 
than  through  Federal  spending  programs. 

The  solid  improvement  of  this  year  means  continued  progress  toward  a  better 
life  for  all  Americans.  Problems  will  always  remain,  but  the  future  is  bright 
with  opportunities  to  continue  strengthening  our  economy.  Improvement  is 
part  of  the  American  way  of  life,  but  we  must  recognize  that  few  problems, 
when  viewed  realistically,  lend  themselves  to  quick  and  easy  solution.  Our 
policies  must  take  into  account  the  full  costs  and  lasting  implications  of  the 
changes  we  make  today  for  whatever  worthwhile  reason.  If  they  attack  symp- 
toms rather  than  causes,  policies  will  be  ineffective  and  may  even  preclude  the 
very  goals  which  we  seek.  Enduring  improvement  in  the  economic  welfare  of 
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the  American  people  requires  that  the  courses  we  embark  on  to  meet  today's 
problems  will  also  bring  us  closer  to  our  more  distant  goals  and  aspirations. 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


January  18,  1977. 


note:   The  President's   message,  together  with   the       Transmitted  to  the  Congress  January  1977"  (Go vern- 
Annual  Report  of  the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers,        ment  Printing  Office,  305  pp.). 
is  printed  in  the  "Economic  Report  of  the  President, 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  International 
Economic  Report  of  the  President.    January  18,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

The  world  economy  has  come  a  long  way  from  the  gloom  and  uncertainty  of 
two  years  ago.  Despite  many  divisive  economic  pressures,  international  co- 
operation has  not  broken  down  but  has,  in  fact,  improved.  U.S.  initiatives  to 
strengthen  international  economic  cooperation  have  led  to  real  progress.  Our 
major  allies  and  trading  partners  have  cooperated  with  us  and  have  reciprocated 
our  desire  for  strengthened  economic  ties. 

At  the  Economic  Summit  in  Puerto  Rico,  in  the  OECD,  the  IMF,  the  GATT 
and  in  numerous  other  meetings  in  1976,  we  joined  with  our  major  trading  and 
financial  partners  and  with  other  nations  to  whom  developments  in  the  larger 
economies  are  of  primary  importance,  in  forging  compatible  approaches  to  the 
difficult  problems  that  beset  our  economies.  We  concurred  that  first  and  foremost 
we  must  place  our  economies  on  a  path  of  sustained  growth  without  inflation. 
That  is  the  essential  ingredient  to  further  and  lasting  reduction  in  unemploy- 
ment. We  also  strengthened  our  common  resolve  to  avoid  trade  restrictive  meas- 
ures and  to  negotiate  a  more  open  international  trading  system.  We  reached  a 
consensus  on  appropriate  means  to  assist  countries  needing  financial  help  as 
they  work  toward  economic  stability.  We  also  agreed  to  make  constructive  efforts 
to  deal  with  the  problems  between  developed  and  developing  nations. 

The  United  States  can  be  proud  of  its  leadership  in  these  areas.  International 
economic  cooperation  is  stronger  today  than  at  any  time  since  the  Second  World 
War.  We  have  learned  the  importance  of  industrialized  democracies  taking  into 
account  the  likely  impact  of  their  actions  on  other  nations  as  they  develop  their 
economic  policies.  In  an  interdependent  world,  a  nation  which  disrupts  the 
economies  of  its  trading  partners  does  so  at  its  own  eventual  peril. 
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We  have  also  come  to  realize  how  mutually  supportive  action  benefits  all  coun- 
tries. Accordingly  w^e  and  our  partners  have  improved  arrangements  for  assist- 
ing countries  in  special  need  as  they  w^ork  to  stabilize  their  domestic  economies. 
The  United  States  has  w^orked  very  closely  with  several  of  our  friends  and  allies 
in  supporting  their  efforts  to  resolve  their  economic  difficulties.  We  have  con- 
structed a  strong  framework  for  cooperation  with  other  industrialized  democra- 
cies to  manage  future  possible  disruptions  of  oil  supplies  and  to  reduce  depend- 
ence on  oil  imports.  We  have  attempted  to  promote  a  more  constructive  relation- 
ship with  the  developing  nations.  This  new  relationship  will  enable  us  to  enhance 
their  economic  prospects  as  a  part  of  a  common  effort  to  improve  the  world 
economy  and  to  give  them  a  greater  share  of  the  responsibilities  for,  and  in  the 
management  and  benefits  of,  an  orderly  and  prosperous  international  economic 
system. 

More  specifically,  substantial  progress,  together  with  lingering  problems,  mark 
developments  in  several  areas. 

Monetary  Affairs 

In  1976,  member  nations  of  the  International  Monetary  Fund  successfully 
concluded  the  first  general  revision  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  since  the  Bret- 
ton  Woods  Agreement  of  1944.  In  effect,  these  amendments  replace  the  old 
exchange  rate  system  based  on  par  values  with  one  permitting  countries  to  estab- 
lish floating  exchange  rates,  either  individually  or  jointly.  The  new  system  will 
oblige  member  countries  to  promote  exchange  stability  by  fostering  stable  eco- 
nomic and  financial  conditions  and  to  avoid  disruptively  influencing  exchange 
rates  or  the  international  monetary  system.  Under  the  new  system.  Special  Draw- 
ing Rights  will  replace  gold  as  the  unit  of  account  in  the  Fund. 

The  amendments  creating  this  system  were  formally  accepted  by  the  United 
States  and  will  become  effective  upon  similar  ratification  by  the  requisite  number 
of  member  nations.  At  that  time,  the  Fund  will  have  new  and  broader  respon- 
sibilities for  overseeing  the  international  monetary  system  and  for  developing 
principles  that  will  help  countries  meet  their  financial  obligations.  The  effect 
will  be  to  promote  expanded  trade  and  growth  through  a  more  efficient  and 
realistic  exchange  rate  system. 

The  United  States  also  proposed  the  creation  of  a  Trust  Fund,  managed  by 
the  IMF,  to  provide  assistance  on  concessionary  terms  to  low-income  Fund  mem- 
bers. Resources  are  now  being  realized  from  profits  on  sales,  over  four  years, 
of  25  million  ounces  of  IMF-held  gold. 
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International  Trade 

Although  the  recession  and  large  balance  of  payments  deficits  of  the  oil  con- 
suming countries  led  several  of  them  to  move  in  the  direction  of  new  restrictive 
trade  policies,  on  the  w^hole,  considerable  success  has  been  achieved  in  main- 
taining an  open  v^orld  trading  system.  The  growth  of  world  trade  resumed  in 
1976,  following  a  decline  in  1975 — the  first  since  World  War  11. 

On  January  1,  the  United  States  joined  other  developed  countries  in  establish- 
ing a  Generalized  System  of  Preferences  for  imports  from  developing  nations. 
These  preferences  apply  to  more  than  2,700  tariff  items,  giving  duty-free  access 
to  the  U.S.  market  to  qualified  developing  countries  and  affording  these  nations 
the  opportunity  to  diversify  their  exports  and  to  increase  their  export  income. 

The  Multilateral  Trade  Negotiations  in  Geneva,  among  more  than  ninety 
nations,  made  progress  in  several  areas.  The  United  States  proposed  a  formula 
for  cutting  tariffs,  and  a  number  of  other  measures  covering  tropical  products 
from  developing  countries,  import  safeguards,  and  quantitative  restrictions.  Con- 
siderable progress  was  made  on  a  product  standard  code,  and  work  was  started 
on  improving  the  GATT  framework  for  international  trade  and  on  a  code  for 
government  procurement. 

This  international  cooperation  in  furtherance  of  open  trade  was  comple- 
mented by  U.S.  action  in  resolving  several  domestic  complaints  of  trade  injury. 
The  responsible  actions  of  this  country  strengthened  the  resolve  of  our  trading 
partners  to  resist  pressures  for  import  restrictions,  thus  contributing  to  brighter 
prospects  for  U.S.  exports  and  to  an  orderly  and  open  international  trading 
system. 

Commodities  and  Raw  Materials 

Major  developments  in  the  international  commodity  area  during  1976  included 
an  agreement  to  expand  the  IMF  Compensatory  Finance  Facility;  adoption  by 
the  UNCTAD  IV  Conference  of  a  comprehensive  commodities  resolution;  con- 
tinued commodity  policy  discussions  at  the  Conference  on  International  Eco- 
nomic Cooperation ;  and  efforts  to  renew  the  coffee,  tin,  and  cocoa  commodity 
agreements. 

The  United  States  strongly  supported  expansion  of  the  IMF  Compensatory 
Finance  Facility,  designed  to  help  countries  to  stabilize  their  export  earnings. 
In  addition,  at  the  UNCTAD  IV  Conference,  the  United  States  proposed  the 
creation  of  a  new  International  Resources  Bank  to  promote  production  of  raw- 
materials  in  the  developing  nations  by  facilitating  investment  flows  into  these 
countries. 
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In  some  respects,  however,  the  approach  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to 
commodity  policies  differs  from  that  of  a  number  of  developing  countries. 
Generally,  these  countries  support  commodity  arrangements  that  provide  for 
greater  government  control  of  prices  and  production,  as  well  as  common  financ- 
ing of  commodity  buffer  stocks.  In  contrast,  the  commodity  policy  of  the  United 
States  has  three  major  objectives: 
— To  ensure  adequate  investment  in  resource  development  to  meet  future 

market  demands  at  reasonable  prices; 
— To  examine  on  a  case-by-case  basis  individual  commodities  in  order  to  de- 
termine how  best  to  improve  (where  possible)  the  functioning  of  individual 
commodity  markets  and  to  determine  whether  commodity  agreements 
would  be  useful  and  appropriate; 
—To  promote  the  stable  growth  of  the  commodity  export  earnings  of 

developing  countries. 
The  United  States  has  repeatedly  pointed  out  that  artificial  increases  of  prices 
serve  the  interests  of  neither  producers  nor  consumers  in  both  developed  and 
developing  countries.  Frequently,  control  of  prices  and  production  has  led  to 
lower,  less  stable  earnings  for  producers,  mainly  because  substitute  sources  are 
developed  or  existing  sources  expanded.  Moreover,  controls  have  often  initially 
meant  higher  prices  for  consumers,  reduced  exports,  and  a  decline  in  the  eco- 
nomic welfare  of  all  parties. 

The  United  States,  while  prepared  to  genuinely  consider  methods  of  improv- 
ing markets  for  individual  commodities,  generally  supports  the  use  of  market 
mechanisms  to  determine  supplies  and  prices. 

Multinational  Corporations  and  International  Investment 

In  June  1976,  the  United  States  approved  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  on 
International  Investment  and  Multinational  Enterprises  devised  by  the  Organi- 
zation for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development.  This  agreement  affirms  the 
principle  of  national  treatment  of  multinational  corporations  (MNC's) ;  recom- 
mends guidelines  of  good  business  practices  for  the  activities  of  MNC's;  and 
indicates  the  responsibilities  of  governments  regarding  international  invest- 
ment incentives  and  disincentives. 

The  United  States  recognizes  that  increased  investment  is  a  critical  element 
for  international  economic  growth,  and  that  MNC's  have  contributed  sub- 
stantially to  the  rise  in  international  investment  and  productivity.  The  activities 
of  MNC's,  however,  have  prompted  questions  about  their  obligations  to  both 
home  and  host  countries  and  about  the  reciprocal  responsibilities  of  nations 
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where  the  MNC's  do  business.  Where  possible,  the  United  States  is  wilUng  to 
enter  into  bilateral  and  multilateral  discussions  to  help  resolve  these  intergovern- 
mental disputes. 

The  United  States  w^elcomes  foreign  investment  in  its  domestic  economy.  The 
Administration's  Committee  on  Foreign  Investment  in  the  United  States  has 
coordinated  overall  policy  in  this  area.  In  1976,  major  studies  of  foreign  portfolio 
and  foreign  direct  investment  in  the  United  States  w^ere  completed  and  reported 
to  the  Congress. 

Critical  International  Economic  Problems 

We  must  also  be  avv^are  that  the  events  of  the  past  year  have  left  an  agenda  of 
unresolved  problems  including: 

(1)  the  challenge  of  achieving  stable  economic  grow^th  in  industrial  and  de- 
veloping nations  alike,  and  reducing  inflation,  unemployment  and  excessive 
public  sector  deficits; 

(2)  the  necessity  for  the  United  States  and  other  nations  to  obtain  an  adequate 
amount  of  real  capital  formation,  to  create  jobs  and  to  increase  productivity; 

(3)  the  major  imbalance  between  oil  exporters  and  oil  importing  nations,  and 
the  directly  related  increasing  debt  burden  of  developing  and  some  developed 
nations; 

(4)  the  failure  to  achieve  an  agreement  among  developed  and  less  developed 
nations  on  an  effective  and  efficient  strategy  for  increasing  prosperity  for  less 
developed  countries  in  the  context  of  a  common  effort  to  improve  the  -world 
economy; 

(5)  the  inadequate  progress  of  the  United  States  and  other  oil-consuming 
nations  in  reducing  dependence  on  oil  imports;  and  the  need  to  encourage  do- 
mestic development  of  oil  and  gas  resources,  alternative  energy  sources,  and 
conservation; 

(6)  the  continuing  temptation  among  nations  to  use  restrictive  trade  measures 
and  the  need  to  resist  such  pressures  v^hile  reducing  trade  barriers  and  improv- 
ing means  for  managing  trade  problems. 

This  Report  traces  the  progress  made  in  1976  in  dealing  with  the  major  eco- 
nomic issues  facing  the  world.  Evolving  economic  and  political  developments 
will  continue  to  challenge  the  leaders  of  all  nations.  Because  of  the  vigor  of  our 
people  and  the  strength  of  our  system,  the  United  States  today,  as  much  or  more 
than  in  years  past,  is  the  pivotal  force  for  building  a  strong  and  prosperous  world 
economy.  By  acting  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  interests  of  our  own  people 
yet  remaining  cognizant  of  the  interests  of  other  nations  as  well,  I  am  certain 
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that  the  United  States  will  continue  to  provide  leadership  in  solving  the  critical 
issues  of  today  and  the  unforeseen  developments  of  tomorrow. 


Gerald  R.  Ford 


The  White  House, 
January  18,  1977. 


note:  The  President's  message,  together  with  the  nomic  Report  of  the  President,  Transmitted  to  the 
annual  report  of  the  Council  on  International  Eco-  Congress  January  1977"  (Government  Printing 
nomic  Policy,  is  printed  in  the  "International  Eco-       Office,  194  pp.). 
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Special  Message  to  the  Congress  Proposing  Airline  Industry 
Regulatory  Reform  Legislation.     January  18,   1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Solving  the  airport  noise  problem  is  an  environmental  imperative  for  the 
millions  of  Americans  who  live  in  neighborhoods  around  our  major  airports. 
One  reason  U.S.  commercial  airlines  have  been  unable  to  meet  FAA  noise 
standards  is  that  some  airlines  could  not  afford  to  under  the  regulatory  con- 
straints of  the  present  regulatory  system. 

On  October  21,  1976,  therefore,  I  took  the  following  action: 

First,  I  directed  the  Administrator  of  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  to 
promulgate  a  regulation  requiring  domestic  commercial  aircraft  to  meet  Federal 
Noise  standards  in  accordance  with  a  phased-in  time  schedule,  not  to  exceed 
eight  years. 

Second,  I  put  Congress  on  notice  that  my  aviation  regulatory  reform  proposal 
of  1975,  which  they  had  failed  to  pass,  would  be  resubmitted  in  January,  1977. 
On  January  13,  1977,  I  submitted  to  the  Congress  a  separate  message  outlining 
my  recommendations  for  major  aviation  regulatory  reform.  Only  by  enactment 
of  these  recommendations  can  we  achieve  long-term  financial  strength  in  the  air- 
line industry  necessary  to  meet  these  and  future  noise  requirements. 

Third,  I  directed  Secretary  Coleman  to  hold  public  hearings  and  report  to  me 
on  whether  further  financing  arrangements  might  be  necessary  to  ensure  that 
all  U.S.  carriers  can  meet  the  noise  standards  within  the  prescribed  time  schedule. 

The  Department  of  Transportation  has  now  issued  a  comprehensive  statement 
on  Aviation  Noise  Abatement  Policy ;  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration  pub- 
lished on  December  23,  1976,  regulations  responding  to  my  directive;  and  the 
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Secretary  of  Transportation  conducted  hearings  on  alternative  financing 
arrangements. 

With  regard  to  the  financing  problem,  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  air- 
lines have  reported  that  their  earnings  for  1976  increased  substantially  over 
those  for  the  previous  year.  I  believe,  how^ever,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  long-term 
economic  success  of  the  airlines  that  meaningful  regulatory  reform  legislation  be 
enacted  in  this  session  of  the  Congress. 

It  must  be  recognized  that  it  is  up  to  the  Congress  to  enact  legislation  on 
regulatory  reform  and  that  the  full  benefits  of  any  such  legislation  w^ould  be 
phased  in  over  time.  Implementation  of  the  noise  requirements,  hov^ever,  must 
begin  now.  Because  the  airlines  must  meet  the  prescribed  noise  reduction  sched- 
ule on  time  and  in  a  cost-effective  manner,  I  am  submitting  tv^o  bills  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress. 

In  brief,  the  amendments  to  the  Federal  Aviation  Act  and  the  Airport  and 
Airw^ay  Development  Act,  that  I  am  now^  submitting  provide  for: 

(1)  The  establishment  by  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  of  a  program  under 
w^hich  an  environmental  surcharge  w^ould  be  placed  on  air  passenger  tickets  and 
w^aybills  that  w^ould  provide  revenues  necessary  to  help  finance  the  modification 
or  replacement  of  noisy  aircraft;  and 

(2)  The  establishment  of  a  program  of  grants  to  airlines  from  existing  bal- 
ances in  the  Airport  and  Airw^ay  Trust  Fund  to  assist  in  financing  the  modifica- 
tion of  categories  of  aircraft  specified  by  the  Secretary  of  Transportation. 

The  amendments  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  provide: 

— A  reduction  in  existing  air  passenger  ticket  and  w^aybill  taxes,  the  revenues 
from  v^hich  have  built  up  a  $1.5  billion  surplus  in  the  Airport  and  Airv^ay 
Trust  Fund. 

Revenues  from  the  reduced  aviation  user  taxes  v^ill  still  be  sufficient  to  finance 
Government  airport  and  airw^ay  programs  at  levels  provided  for  through  fiscal 
year  1980. 

Again,  it  is  preferable  to  solve  the  long-term  financial  requirements  of  the 
aircraft  noise  problem  through  the  enactment  of  the  regulatory  reform  legisla- 
tion I  proposed  in  1975  and  have  recommended  again  this  year.  Given  the  need 
to  begin  implementation  of  these  noise  rules  immediately,  I  recommend  that 
the  Congress  give  careful  attention  to  the  benefits  that  my  regulatory  reform 
proposal  vv^ill  provide  and  consider  the  bills  I  am  forv^arding  today  in  this 
context. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  18,  1977. 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Retransmitting  the  United  States-Turkey  Defense 
Cooperation  Agreement.     January  18,  1977 

I  AM  transmitting  herewith  draft  legislation,  "To  authorize  the  President  to 
implement  an  Agreement  with  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Turkey 
relative  to  Defense  Cooperation  pursuant  to  Article  III  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  in  order  to  resist  armed  attack  in  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Area." 

This  is  identical  to  the  draft  legislation  which  I  transmitted  to  the  94th  Con- 
gress on  June  16,  1976.  Because  the  94th  Congress  adjourned  sine  die  without 
acting  on  this  matter,  I  am  retransmitting  the  draft  legislation  and  sectional 
analysis  thereof  which  accompanied  my  June  16  message.  At  that  time,  I  urged 
early  and  favorable  consideration  by  the  Congress  in  order  to  give  new  strength 
and  stability  to  U.S.-Turkish  security  cooperation,  which  has  served  not  only 
the  interests  of  our  nation  but  has  buttressed  NATO's  southeastern  flank  for 
more  than  two  decades.  Like  the  1969  Agreement  which  it  replaces,  the  new 
Agreement  authorizes  U.S.  participation  in  defense  measures  in  Turkey  re- 
lated to  obligations  of  both  parties  under  the  North  Adantic  Treaty.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  Agreement  and  its  key  provisions  are  described  in  my  June  16 
message. 

Turkey  needs  substantial  amounts  of  outside  assistance  to  continue  essential 
modernization  of  its  armed  forces  to  meet  increased  Warsaw  Pact  armed  forces 
capabilities.  It  clearly  continues  to  be  in  the  U.S.  interest  to  provide  such  as- 
sistance. This  Agreement  restores  U.S.  assistance  to  levels  comparable  in  real 
dollar  terms  to  what  we  have  been  providing  Turkey  over  the  past  30  years. 

Close  security  ties  with  Turkey  are  in  the  interest  of  the  United  States.  Such 
ties  strengthen  Turkey's  contribution  to  NATO  and  to  the  stability  of  the  eastern 
Mediterranean  area.  Approval  and  implementation  of  the  new  Agreement  will 
restore  an  atmosphere  of  trust  and  confidence  between  the  United  States  and 
Turkey  and  thereby  contribute  to  our  efforts  to  encourage  peaceful  settlement 
of  long-standing  regional  issues. 

I  urge  prompt  Congressional  approval  of  this  legislation. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This'  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of       Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Letter  to  Congressional  Committee  Chairmen  on  Federal 
Compensation  for  Federal  Reserve  Board  and  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  Officials.     January  18,  1977 

I  AM  writing  to  you  about  a  matter  of  unfinished  business  which  I  believe  de- 
serves the  early  consideration  of  the  Congress. 

As  you  know,  the  Quadrennial  Commission  on  Executive,  Legislative  and 
Judicial  Salaries  recently  issued  a  comprehensive  report  which  covered  a  wide 
range  of  problems  in  the  present  system  of  Federal  compensation.  In  a  discus- 
sion of  existing,  serious  anomalies  in  the  Federal  pay  structure,  the  Quadren- 
nial Commission  stated: 

"By  any  standard,  the  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  responsi- 
bilities that  one  could  argue  are  roughly  equivalent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  His  position  has  many  aspects  of  a  career  job — ^given  the  fourteen 
year  tenure.  Thus,  it  does  not  offer  the  prospect  of  a  short  government  career. 
The  internal  relationships  within  the  "government"  banking  institutions  are 
more  than  anomalous.  They  are  incomprehensible.  The  President  of  the  New 
York  Federal  Reserve  Bank  is  paid  $97,500  versus  the  $44,600  Level  II  salary 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board. 

An  equally  irrational  classification  result  is  the  enormously  important  job 
of  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  who  constantly  nego- 
tiates with  Cabinet  members  on  critical  budget  matters  on  behalf  of  the  Presi- 
dent, yet  is  still  classified  as  Level  II ;  i.e.,  at  the  level  of  an  Undersecretary." 
I  would  urge  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  correct  these  two  serious  de- 
fects in  the  classification  structure. 
With  regard  to  the  Federal  Reserve  Board : 

— Those  who  control  our  monetary  policy  have  a  more  pervasive  impact  on 
the  economy  and  society  as  a  whole  on  a  day-to-day  basis  than  any  other  com- 
parable group  in  any  department  or  agency. 

— ^The  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  an  extraordinary  set  of  conflict  of  interest 
rules.  Unlike  other  members  of  the  government,  its  members  are  even  barred 
from  investing  in  government  bonds.  There  are  also  existing,  severe  constraints 
on  the  jobs  that  can  be  accepted  upon  departure  from  the  Board. 

— Historically,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  the  members  of  the  Board 
were  paid  at  the  Cabinet  level.  In  1949,  however,  the  Congress  reduced  the 
Board's  pay  levels. 
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Action  should  be  taken  to  restore  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  to  a  Level  I  and  the  members  of  the  Board  should  be  raised  to 
Level  IL 

With  regard  to  the  Director  of  0MB,  the  issue  is  simply  v^hether  all  Cabinet 
officers  subject  to  Senate  confirmation  should  receive  the  same  pay.  I  believe  the 
ansv^er  to  this  question  is  unequivocally  and  categorically  in  the  affirmative.  The 
Congressional  hearings  on  PL  93-250  of  1974  indicate  that  the  Congress,  when 
it  required  Senate  confirmation  for  the  Director  and  Deputy  Director  of  0MB, 
considered  the  position  of  Director  to  be  comparable  in  importance  to  other 
members  of  the  Cabinet  v^hose  appointments  are  subject  to  Senate  confirmation. 

I  w^ould  urge  that  immediate  action  be  taken  on  making  the  Director  of  OMB 
Level  I  and  the  Deputy  Director  Level  II. 

I  trust  you  v^ill  accept  these  recommendations  in  the  spirit  in  v^hich  they  are 
made. 

With  w^arm  regards. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  liam    Proxmire,    Chairman,    Senate   Committee   on 

to  the  Honorable  Abraham  Ribicoff,  Chairman,  Sen-  Banking,    Housing    and    Urban    Affairs;    and    the 

ate    Committee    on    Government    Operations;    the  Honorable  Henry  S.  Reuss,  Chairman,  House  Com- 

Honorable  Jack  Brooks,  Chairman,  House  Commit-  mittee  on  Banking,  Finance  and  Urban  Affairs, 
tee  on  Government  Operations;  the  Honorable  Wil- 

1075 

Remarks  at  Dedication  Ceremonies  for  the  National 
Defense  University.     January  18,  1977 

Than\  you  very  much,  Admiral  Bayne,  Secretary  Rumsfeld,  Secretary  Clements, 
distinguished  Service  Secretaries,  members  of  the  Joint  Chiefs,  members  of  the 
military,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gentlemen: 

It's  a  very  high  honor  and  a  very  rare  privilege  for  me  to  be  on  this  campus  for 
the  dedication  of  the  National  Defense  University,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  in- 
vitation and  for  this  opportunity. 

I  w^as  reminiscing  a  bit  on  the  way  over,  and  I  recalled  very  vividly  the  number 
of  opportunities  that  I've  had  in  the  past  to  come  and  enjoy  an  exchange  with 
members  of  the  faculty  and  members  of  the  student  body.  I  had  the  feeling  all 
the  time  of  a  creative  atmosphere,  both  at  the  War  College  and  the  Industrial 
College  of  the  Armed  Forces.  I  enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  and, 
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even  more,  the  benefit  of  the  questions  and  answers  that  were  certainly  helpful 
to  me  and,  I  trust,  of  benefit  to  the  students. 

But  today's  ceremonies  mark  the  historic  union  of  these  two  fine  colleges  into 
one  university.  In  the  years  to  come,  this  new  institution  will  be  an  institution 
that  will  set  new  standards  of  excellence  for  American  military  education. 

General  Scowcroft  ^  was  telling  me  as  we  came  over  that  in  February  of  1903, 
President  Teddy  Roosevelt  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the  present  home  of  the  Na- 
tional War  College,  the  building  in  which  we  are  holding  these  ceremonies.  And 
during  that  ceremony  he  spoke  eloquently  of  America's  awesome  responsibilities 
in  its  new  position  as  a  world  power.  He  warned,  and  most  appropriately,  that 
we  could  not  properly  bear  those  responsibilities  unless  our  voice  is  potent  for 
peace  and  for  justice  with  the  assured  self-confidence  of  the  just  man  armed. 

In  1960,  during  the  final  months  of  the  administration  of  President  Dwight 
Eisenhower,  he  came  to  dedicate  the  new  home  of  the  Industrial  College  of  the 
Armed  Forces.  During  that  ceremony  he  declared  that  our  first-priority  task 
was  to  develop  and  sustain  a  deterrent  commanding  the  respect  of  any  potential 
aggressor  and  to  prepare  to  face  resolutely  the  dangers  of  any  possible  war. 

Today,  national  defense — as  I  said  the  other  night  in  the  State  of  the  Union 
Message — national  defense  remains  our  first  priority.  Strong,  capable  military 
and  civilian  leadership  plays  a  crucial  role  in  maintaining  that  security.  Over  the 
years — and  I  have  been  fortunate  during  my  term  in  the  Congress  and  as  Vice 
President  and  as  President  to  have  an  exposure  to  military  personnel,  those  who 
formerly  came  before  the  committee  on  which  I  served  and  those  that  I  have 
observed  in  my  previous  position  and  this  one — and  I  can  say  without  hesitation 
or  qualification  that  I  have  admired  the  high,  high  caliber  of  those  who  serve  in 
the  Armed  Forces  and  those,  likewise,  who  serve  in  positions  of  great  responsi- 
bility in  the  executive  branch. 

But  in  the  process  of  being  a  Member  of  Congress,  I  did,  from  time  to  time, 
see  firsthand  the  graduates  from  both  colleges  of  this  new  university.  It  was 
interesting  to  me  that  some  5,600  men  and  women  have  already  graduated  from 
the  two  schools.  According  to  the  records,  most  of  your  predecessors  and  your- 
selves arrived  after  20  years  of  valuable  public  service,  and  most  departed  to 
assume  even  higher  and  greater  responsibilities.  It  was  interesting  to  me  that  over 
one-quarter  of  the  military  graduates  had  been  selected  for  flag  or  general  of- 
ficer rank,  and  over  one-quarter  of  the  Foreign  Service  graduates  achieved  am- 
bassadorial rank.  This  is  a  tribute  to  the  colleges  and  to  the  personnel  who 
attended  each  of  the  two  institutions. 


^Lt.  Gen.  Brent  Scowcroft,  USAF   (ret.),  Assistant  to  the  President  for  National  Security  Affairs. 
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But  as  we  look  down  the  road,  it  is  essential  to  our  Nation's  future  security  that 
special,  dedicated  men  and  women  be  given  the  time  and  the  opportunity  for 
study,  learning,  and  reflection.  Here  you  do  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  the 
formulation  of  our  national  security  policies  and  management  of  our  resources 
that  are  essential  to  our  security  and  America's  role  in  the  world. 

It  seems  that  as  you  go  through  the  process  here  at  this  new  institution,  you 
must  not  only  face  the  question  of  what  do  I  know,  but  perhaps  more  important- 
ly, what  do  I  believe  ?  The  National  Defense  University  is  not  only  dedicated  to 
knowledge  and  to  learning,  it  is  dedicated  to  basic  American  beliefs.  To  preserve 
those  beliefs  our  country  must  be  strong  militarily,  equally  strong  industrially 
and  morally.  Military  strength  will  preserve  our  freedom,  and  world  peace 
depends  on  a  strong  America. 

I'm  greatly  privileged  to  be  the  first  American  President  since  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  to  leave  office  while  America  is  at  peace.  For  that  I  am  grateful  to 
you,  as  all  Americans  are  grateful  to  all  in  the  military  and  those  in  the  other 
services  that  have  corresponding  responsibilities.  We  do  look  to  you  to  continue 
your  outstanding  contribution  to  our  national  security. 

Admiral  Bayne,  as  one  of  my  last  official  acts  as  President,  let  me  now  hand 
over  to  you  the  coat  of  arms  symbolizing  learning,  strength,  and  patriotism,  so 
that  we  can  appropriately  dedicate  the  National  Defense  University. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

note:  The  President  spoke  at  2:40  p.m.  at  Fort  Donald  H.  Rumsfeld,  Secretary  and  William  P. 
McNair.  In  his  opening  remarks,  he  referred  to  Vice  Clements,  Jr.,  Deputy  Secretary,  Defense  Depart- 
Adm.  M.  G.  Bayne,  USN,  president  of  the  university,       ment. 

1076 

Memoranda  on  Vietnam-Era  Selective  Service  Discharges. 
January  19,  1977 

Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  Through  the  Secretary  of  Defense 

Under  Proclamation  4313  of  September  16, 1974,  w^hich  estabUshed  a  Vietnam 
era  clemency  program  for  draft  evaders  and  military  deserters,  approximately 
13,589  former  military  service  members  w^ho  had  been  discharged  for  desertion 
and  approximately  5,555  undischarged  deserters  applied  for  clemency.  As  Presi- 
dent, I  have  a  continuing  concern  over  the  v^elfare  of  these  people,  particularly 
those  v^ho  w^ere  v^ounded  in  combat  or  w^ho  received  decorations  for  valor  in 
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combat  in  Vietnam  and  subsequently  received  other  than  honorable  discharges. 

As  Commander-in-Chief  and  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  reconciliation  of 
my  clemency  program,  I  am  hereby  directing  that  you  take  all  necessary  action 
to  insure  that  the  discharges  of  these  former  service  members  who  were  wounded 
in  combat  or  who  received  decorations  for  valor  in  combat  in  Vietnam  and  who 
applied  to  the  clemency  program  be  reviewed  on  an  individual  basis. 

I  am  further  directing  that  these  discharges  be  recharacterized  as  under  hon- 
orable conditions,  unless  you  find  a  compelling  reason  to  the  contrary  in  any  case. 

By  a  separate  memorandum,  I  have  requested  the  Attorney  General  to  assist 
you  in  the  identification  process  by  providing  the  names  and  service  numbers 
of  all  former  service  members  who  applied  to  the  Presidential  Clemency  Board 
program  and  whose  records  indicate  that  they  were  wounded  in  combat  or  re- 
ceived decorations  for  valor  in  combat. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 


Memorandum  for  the  Commandant  of  the  Coast  Guard;  Through  the  Secretary 
of  Transportation 

Under  Proclamation  4313  of  September  16, 1974,  which  established  a  Vietnam 
era  clemency  program  for  draft  evaders  and  military  deserters,  approximately 
13,589  former  military  service  members  who  had  been  discharged  for  desertion 
and  approximately  5,555  undischarged  deserters  applied  for  clemency.  As  Presi- 
dent, I  have  a  continuing  concern  over  the  welfare  of  these  people,  particularly 
those  who  were  wounded  in  combat  or  who  received  decorations  for  valor  in 
combat  in  Vietnam  and  subsequently  received  other  than  honorable  discharges. 

As  Commander-in-Chief  and  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  reconciliation  of  my 
clemency  program,  I  am  hereby  directing  that  you  take  all  necessary  action  to 
insure  that  the  discharges  of  the  former  Coast  Guard  service  members  who  were 
wounded  in  combat  or  who  received  decorations  for  valor  in  combat  in  Vietnam 
and  who  applied  to  the  clemency  program  be  reviewed  on  an  individual  basis. 

I  am  further  directing  that  these  discharges  be  recharacterized  as  under  hon- 
orable conditions,  unless  you  find  a  compelling  reason  to  the  contrary  in  any 
case. 

By  a  separate  memorandum,  I  have  requested  the  Attorney  General  to  assist 
you  in  the  identification  process  by  providing  the  names  and  service  numbers 
of  all  former  Coast  Guard  service  members  who  applied  to  the  Presidential 
Clemency  Board  program  and  whose  records  indicate  that  they  were  wounded 
in  combat  or  received  decorations  for  valor  in  combat. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
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Memorandum  for  the  Attorney  General 

By  separate  memoranda,  I  have  directed  the  Secretaries  of  the  Army,  Air 
Force,  and  Navy  and  the  Commandant  of  the  Coast  Guard  to  take  all  necessary 
action  to  insure  that  the  other  than  honorable  discharges  of  former  service 
members  v^ho  were  w^ounded  in  combat  or  w^ho  received  decorations  for  valor 
in  combat  in  Vietnam  and  w^ho  appUed  to  the  clemency  program  be  review^ed  on 
an  individual  basis.  I  have  further  directed  that  these  discharges  be  recharac- 
terized as  under  honorable  conditions,  unless  there  is  a  compeUing  reason  to  the 
contrary  in  any  case. 

In  order  to  assist  the  identification  process,  I  am  requesting  that  you  provide 
to  the  Secretaries  of  Defense  and  Transportation,  as  appropriate,  the  names  and 
service  numbers  of  all  former  service  members  who  applied  to  the  Presidential 
Clemency  Board  program  and  v^hose  records  indicate  that  they  w^ere  w^ounded 
in  combat  or  that  they  received  decorations  for  valor  in  combat. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

1077 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Philip  A.  Hart  on  Amnesty  for  Vietnam-Era 
Draft  Evaders  and  Deserters.     January  19,  1977 

Dear  Jane: 

Since  our  recent  conversation,  I  have  thought  a  great  deal  about  your  request 
that  I  grant  amnesty  to  all  Vietnam  w^ar  era  draft  evaders  and  deserters/  I  have 
carefully  reviev^^ed  my  clemency  program  w^hich  enabled  individuals  to  earn 
clemency  discharges  and  pardons  and  believe  it  is  a  program  consistent  with 
America's  best  traditions  of  compassion  and  forgiveness.  When  I  established 
the  program,  I  did  so  in  the  belief  that  it  w^as  very  important  for  the  country 
that  the  post- Vietnam  reconciliation  take  place  in  an  atmosphere  that  restored 
unity  and  at  the  same  time  maintained  a  respect  for  the  law  and  for  diversity  of 
opinion.  Of  the  more  than  21,700  people  who  applied  to  the  clemency  program, 
approximately  13,500  have  received  or  are  in  the  process  of  earning  pardons, 
clemency  discharges,  or  other  benefits. 

I  know  how  firmly  and  deeply  you  and  Phil  and  your  children  have  felt  about 
Vietnam  amnesty,  and  I  respect  that  feeling  and  belief.  However,  I  also  have  a 
strong  personal  belief  that  earned  clemency  was  the  right  approach  to  healing 
our  country's  Vietnam  wounds  and  to  creating  a  mutual  understanding  among 

^  See  footnote  1,  Item  1039. 
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all  those  individuals  and  families  who  were  personally  involved  in  the  Vietnam 
war,  from  those  who  felt  they  could  not  serve  to  those  who  lost  a  child,  a 
husband,  or  a  father.  I  thus  have  decided  to  maintain  my  position  on  earned 
clemency  and  hope  you  will  understand.  Within  my  clemency  program,  how- 
ever, I  have  directed  that  the  other  than  honorable  discharges  received  by 
former  service  members  who  were  wounded  in  combat  or  received  decorations 
for  valor  in  combat  in  Vietnam  each  be  reviewed  and  upgraded  to  discharges 
under  honorable  conditions,  unless  there  is  a  compelling  reason  to  the  contrary 
in  any  case. 

Betty  and  I  want  to  convey  again  our  deep  condolences  to  you,  your  children, 
and  to  the  entire  Hart  family  on  the  loss  of  Phil. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

1078 

Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate   Transmitting   Proposed   Energy   Independence 
Authority  Legislation.     January  19,  1977 

MORE  THAN  three  years  have  now  passed  since  the  Arab  oil  embargo  of 
1973  dramatically  illustrated  our  ever-increasing  dependence  on  foreign  oil. 
Despite  several  positive  legislative  steps  during  this  period,  our  vulnerability  has 
increased.  In  my  recent  energy  message  and  State  of  the  Union  address,  I  out- 
lined a  number  of  energy  areas  that  require  the  most  immediate  attention  of 
the  Congress  and  the  new  Administration,  including  a  number  of  proposals 
I  put  forth  two  years  ago  in  the  proposed  Energy  Independence  Act.  Among  the 
important  energy  issues  which  must  be  promptly  addressed  is  the  need  to  sup- 
plement and  encourage  investment  in  new  energy  technologies  not  yet  in  wide- 
spread commercial  operation. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  capital  requirements  for  energy  independence  will 
total  about  $600  billion  over  the  next  ten  years.  Risks  are  such  in  many  of  the 
projects  necessary  to  develop  domestic  energy  resources  and  reduce  consump- 
tion that  private  capital  markets  will  not  provide  necessary  financing.  The  un- 
certainties associated  with  new  technologies  inhibit  the  flow  of  capital. 

America  cannot  permit  the  excessive  delays  associated  with  the  commercial- 
ization of  unconventional  energy  technologies.  New  production  is  essential.  Our 
national  security  and  economic  well-being  depend  on  our  ability  to  act  de- 
cisively on  energy. 
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Accordingly,  I  am  herewith  transmitting  the  Energy  Independence  Author- 
ity Act  of  1977.  This  legislation  would  create  a  new  partnership  between  the 
private  sector  and  the  Federal  Government  to  assure  action  on  vital  energy 
projects  in  the  next  decade.  The  Federal  financial  assistance  provided  in  this 
Act  would  be  directed  primarily  toward  the  commercialization  of  those  new 
technologies  which  offer  the  greatest  promise  to  develop  new  supplies  and  con- 
serve our  present  energy  resources.  The  financing  would  be  limited  to  those 
projects  which  would  not  be  initiated  without  new  Federal  assistance.  The  EI  A 
would  be  authorized  to  invest  up  to  $100  billion  during  a  seven-year  period. 
It  would  terminate  after  ten  years. 

This  legislation  also  addresses  the  need  to  simplify  and  expedite  the  increas- 
ingly complex  process  by  which  Federal  regulatory  decisions  aifect  energy 
development.  It  provides  for  a  more  effective  Federal  licensing  process  by 
authorizing  a  coordinated,  single  Federal  application  process  and  requiring 
Federal  agencies  to  act  promptly.  The  legislation  would  not  alter  the  basic 
statutory  responsibilities  of  Federal  regulatory  agencies. 

The  achievement  of  energy  independence  in  the  next  decade  requires  a  part- 
nership of  American  business,  labor,  and  government.  Each  partner  must  bear 
a  fair  share  of  the  burden  in  the  national  interest. 

The  Energy  Independence  Authority  Act  of  1977  will  give  the  United  States 
the  tools  necessary  to  achieve  energy  independence,  and  I  urge  its  prompt  en- 
actment. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of       Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 

1079 

Statement  on  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
Challenge  Grant  Program.     January  19 ^   1977 

THE  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  which  I  have  strongly  sup- 
ported, faces  important  challenges  in  the  future:  It  must  help  meet  the  demand 
by  our  citizens  for  fuller  participation  in  the  humanities  and  must  infuse  into 
the  national  life  greater  concern  for  ethical  and  moral  values.  To  accomplish 
this  goal  the  Federal  and  non-Federal  sectors  must  cooperate  to  improve  the 
financial  stability  of  those  American  institutions  which  house  and  make  available 
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humanistic  knowledge — institutions  or  research,  education,  and  dissemination. 

It  is  a  national  paradox  that  at  the  same  time  public  recognition  and  use  of  the 
humanities — history,  literature,  archaeology,  ethics — is  increasing,  the  Nation's 
cultural  institutions — libraries,  museums,  historical  societies,  colleges  and  uni- 
versities, public  radio  and  television — are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  keep 
their  doors  open  and  their  programs  aUve.  This  has  been  a  matter  of  deep 
concern  to  me  for  some  time. 

In  the  Arts,  Humanities  and  Cultural  Affairs  Act  of  1976,  the  Congress  re- 
cognized the  Federal  responsibility  and  provided  authorization  for  a  Challenge 
Grant  Program,  to  encourage  a  broader  base  of  private  support  to  such  institu- 
tions. The  private  sector  must  assume  the  major  responsibility  for  sustaining 
these  institutions,  but  it  is  the  Federal  role  to  exercise  leadership,  to  point  the 
way.  That  is  what  a  "challenge  grant"  mechanism  enables  us  to  do. 

In  my  budget  just  submitted  to  the  Congress,  I  specifically  requested  that  this 
Challenge  Grant  Program  be  implemented  this  year,  with  a  supplemental  ap- 
propriation of  $12  million  for  the  Humanities  Endowment  in  fiscal  1977  and 
$18  million  to  be  appropriated  in  fiscal  1978.  When  matched  three  for  one  by 
private  citizens,  foundations,  corporations.  States,  muncipalities,  labor,  and  civic 
groups,  the  $12  million  will  provide  $48  million  this  year,  and  the  $18  million  an 
additional  $72  million  next  year,  for  the  cultural  institutions  of  the  Nation  and 
the  citizens  they  serve. 

The  regular  grantmaking  activities  of  the  Humanities  Endowment  for  specific 
projects  will,  of  course,  continue.  However,  it  is  important  to  note  that  separate 
Challenge  Grant  moneys  are  designed  to  provide  institutions  with  basic  operat- 
ing support:  defraying  deficits,  renovation  of  facilities,  maintenance,  acquisition 
of  equipment  and  materials,  maintenance  and  conservation  of  collections,  and 
design  and  development  of  fundraising  efforts,  among  other  expenses. 

I  can  think  of  no  better  cause  for  Federal  involvement.  I  wish  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities  success  in  this  undertaking. 

1080 

Message  to  the  Senate  Transmitting  the  United  States- 
Philippines  Convention  on  Income  Taxation. 
January  19,  1977 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 
I  submit  herewith,  for  Senate  advice  and  consent  to  ratification,  the  Conven- 
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tion  signed  at  Manila  on  October  1, 1976,  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Government  of  the  RepubUc  of  the  PhiHppines  v^ith 
Respect  to  Taxes  on  Income,  and  an  exchange  of  notes  between  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  WilUam  E.  Simon  and  Secretary  of  Finance  Cesar  Virata  interpreting 
Article  23(2)  of  the  Convention,  done  at  Washington  on  November  24,  1976. 

There  is  no  convention  on  this  subject  presendy  in  force  between  the  United 
States  and  the  PhiHppines. 

The  Convention  follows  generally  the  form  and  content  of  most  conventions 
of  this  type  recently  concluded  by  this  government.  Its  primary  purpose  is  to 
identify  clearly  the  tax  interests  of  the  two  countries  so  as  to  avoid  double  taxa- 
tion and  make  difficult  the  illegal  evasion  of  taxation.  The  exchange  of  notes 
confirms  that  certain  provisions  of  the  Philippines  tax  system  comply  with  the 
Convention. 

I  also  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  the  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  with  respect  to  the  Convention. 

Conventions  such  as  this  one  are  an  important  element  in  promoting  closer 
economic  cooperation  between  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  I  urge  the 
Senate  to  act  favorably  on  this  Convention  at  an  early  date  and  give  its  advice 
and  consent  to  ratification. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 

January  19, 1977. 

note:  The  convention  and  accompanying  papers  are  printed  in  Senate  Executive  C  (95th  Cong.,  1st  sess.). 

1081 

Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of  the 
Federal  Ocean  Program.     January  19,  1977 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Pursuant  to  P.L.  89-454,  I  am  herewith  transmitting  the  1975  annual  report 
on  the  Federal  Ocean  Program.  The  report  represents  a  summary  of  national 
efforts  to  comprehend,  conserve  and  use  the  sea,  and  lists  significant  activities 
of  the  Federal  Government  related  to  the  marine  sciences  in  1974  and  early  1975. 

During  this  period,  the  United  States: 

— intensified  programs  to  appraise  energy  resources  of  the  oceans  and  assess 
the  environmental  impact  of  their  development; 
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— expanded  geological  and  geophysical  research  programs  which  broaden  our 
knowledge  of  the  earth's  evolutionary  process  and  provide  information  of 
practical  importance; 
— continued  development  of  the  capability  to  mine  deep  seabed  minerals 

without  damage  to  the  environment; 
— enhanced  opportunities  for  ocean-related  recreational  activities ; 
— strengthened  our  ability  to  forecast  marine  environmental  conditions;  and; 
— began  formal  negotiations  with  other  nations  in  the  UN  Law  of  the  Sea 

Conference  during  a  two-month  session  in  Caracas,  Venezuela. 
The  report  which  I  am  transmitting  emphasizes  these  achievements  and  pro- 
vides additional  information  on  the  Federal  Ocean  Program  budget  for  fiscal 
years  1974-1976,  as  well  as  on  the  National  Sea  Grant  Program  and  the  status 
of  the  federally  supported  marine  research  fleet. 

Subsequent  to  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  there  have  been  several  devel- 
opments of  importance  to  Federal  Ocean  Policy  including: 
— the  completion  of  three  additional  substantive  negotiating  sessions  of  the 

UN  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference; 

— the  enactment  of  the  Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act  in  April 

1976  which,  effective  March  1,  1977,  will  extend  our  fisheries  jurisdiction  to 

200  miles; 

— the  leasing  of  Outer  Continental  Shelf  areas  for  oil  and  gas  exploitation;  and 

— a  budgetary  increase  for  the  Federal  Ocean  Program  from  $872.5  million  in 

FY  1976  to  $956.6  million  in  FY  1977. 
As  indicated  in  the  report,  the  Federal  Ocean  Program  was  designed  to  ad- 
vance and  facilitate  this  nation's  expanding  uses  of  the  sea  and  its  resources.  As 
a  major  oceans  user  the  United  States  will  continue  to  pursue  forward-looking 
programs,  aware  of  the  need  to  safeguard  the  quality  of  the  marine  environment 
and  conscious  of  the  need  to  cooperate  with  other  nations  on  programs  and 
policies  that  will  advance  our  interests  and  those  of  the  world  community. 

Gerald  R.  Ford 
The  White  House, 
January  19,  1977. 

note:  The  report  is  entitled  "The  Federal  Ocean       of  the  National   Science  Foundation — April   1975" 
Program,    Science    and    Technology    Policy    Office        (Government  Printing  Office,  107  pp.)- 
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1082 

Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the 
President  of  the  Senate  Transmitting  Proposed  Predator 
Control  Reorganization  Legislation.     January  19 ,  1977 

EACH  YEAR  animal  predators  destroy  large  numbers  of  livestock  in  many 
areas  of  the  Nation.  Sheep  are  especially  vulnerable  to  kills  by  coyotes. 

Since  1931  the  Federal  government  has  assumed  a  degree  of  responsibility 
of  controlling  animal  predation — on  both  public  and  private  lands.  This  func- 
tion was  originally  established  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  Interior  in  1941. 

I  believe  that  it  is  nov^  appropriate  to  return  this  function — except  for  migra- 
tory bird  control— to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Accordingly,  I  am  here- 
w^ith  transmitting  the  necessary  reorganization  bill. 

This  legislation  w^ould  reestablish  most  of  the  animal  damage  control  activi- 
ties of  the  Federal  government  in  the  department  generally  responsible  for 
protecting  the  Nation's  crops  and  livestock  from  various  forms  of  damage — 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  That  Department  already  conducts  predator 
research.  It  is  close  to  the  Nation's  farmers  and  ranchers.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  w^ill  be  reUeved 
of  a  function  at  times  inconsistent  w^ith  its  broader  objective  of  protecting  and 
enhancing  the  w^ildlif  e  resources  of  the  Nation. 

I  am  committed  to  solving  the  predator  problem  by  environmentally  accept- 
able means.  Increased  research  will  be  devoted  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture to  selective  and  humane  ways  of  dealing  with  predators.  Control  activities 
will  continue  to  be  regulated  under  the  Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and 
Rodenticide  Act,  as  administered  by  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 

No  additional  budget  outlays  would  be  required  as  a  result  of  this  proposed 
legislation. 

An  identical  letter  has  been  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  letters  were  addressed  to  the  Honorable       Representatives,  and  the  Honorable  Nelson  A.  Rocke- 
Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of       feller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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1083 

Letter  to  Congressional  Leaders  Transmitting  Studies  on 
Emergency  Contingency  Plans  in  Case  of  Interrupted 
Petroleum  Imports.     January  19,  1977 

SECTION  201  of  the  Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act  (EPCA),  42  U.S.C. 
6261,  contemplates  development  of  emergency  contingency  plans  that  could  be 
implemented  if  a  major  interruption  of  petroleum  imports  should  occur.  Under 
this  section,  plans  for  mandatory  conservation  measures  and  gasoUne  rationing 
are  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Since  early  last  year,  extensive  studies  have  been  undertaken  by  the  Federal 
Energy  Administration  to  develop  plans  that  are  fair,  effective  and  efficient.  As 
might  be  expected,  each  approach  raised  numerous  questions. 

On  balance,  hov^ever,  I  believe  the  following  three  approaches  to  contingency 
conservation  plans,  including  emergency  restrictions  on  heating,  cooling  and  hot 
water,  emergency  commuter  parking  management  and  carpooling  incentives, 
emergency  boiler  combustion  efficiency,  and  the  rationing  proposal,  all  of  which 
are  enclosed,  represent  substantial  and  noteworthy  efforts.  Accordingly,  I  wanted 
the  Congress  to  have  the  benefit  of  this  important  work. 

At  the  same  time,  I  recognize  that  modified  or  substantially  different  proposals 
may  more  effectively  meet  the  criteria  of  fairness,  effectiveness  and  efficiency. 
For  example,  reliance  on  taxes  or  fees  with  appropriate  adjustments  to  mini- 
mize the  impact  on  low-income  individuals  could  be  a  worthwhile  approach, 
cere  y,  Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  J.  Rhodes,  Minority  Leader  of  the  House,  and  the 

to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  Honorable  Howard  H.  Baker,  Jr.,  Minority  Leader 

of    the    House,    the    Honorable    Robert    C.    Byrd,  of  the  Senate. 
Majority  Leader  of  the  Senate,  the  Honorable  John 

1084 

Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate   Retransmitting   Proposed    Bicentennial    Land 
Heritage  Legislation.     January  20,  1977 

[Dated  January  19, 1977.    Released  January  20, 1977] 

I  AM  transmitting  herewith  draft  legislation,  "To  authorize  appropriations  for 
the  acquisition,  improvement,  rehabilitation,  and  maintenance  of  the  National 
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Park  System  and  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  and  to  increase  grants  to  com- 
munities to  improve  park  and  recreation  facilities."  Appropriations  for  the  im- 
plementation of  the  Act  are  requested  in  a  1977  supplemental  appropriations 
request  which  has  been  transmitted  with  the  1978  Budget. 

This  proposal,  "The  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act"  is  similar  to  draft  legis- 
lation which  I  transmitted  to  the  94th  Congress  on  August  31, 1976.  Because  the 
94th  Congress  adjourned  sine  die  without  acting  on  this  matter,  I  am  retrans- 
mitting the  draft  legislation  which  accompanied  my  August  31  message. 

The  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Program  would  establish  a  ten  year  national 
commitment  to  double  America's  heritage  of  national  parks,  recreation  areas, 
wildlife  refuges,  urban  parks  and  historic  sites.  It  would  authorize  the  appropria- 
tion of  $1.5  billion  for  the  acquisition,  improvement,  rehabilitation,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  National  Park  System  and  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  and  would 
increase  grants  to  communities  to  improve  park  and  recreation  facilities. 

Enactment  of  my  proposal  would  establish  a  $1.5  billion  program  to: 

— provide  $141  million  to  be  used  to  acquire  lands  for  parks,  wildlife  refuges, 
recreation  areas,  and  historic  sites; 

— ^provide  $959  million  to  upgrade  and  develop  new  and  existing  parks  and 
refuges  into  recreation  and  conservation  resources  ready  to  serve  the  public; 

— provide  $200  million  for  increased  staffing  for  the  national  parks  and  wild- 
life refuges;  and, 

— provide  $200  million  for  grants  to  cities  to  upgrade  present  park  areas  in 
disrepair. 

This  program  will  significantly  influence  the  future  of  the  31  million-acre 
National  Park  System.  The  System,  with  its  291  areas,  contains  outstanding  nat- 
ural features  and  historic  sites.  This  program  will  provide  for  developing  and 
maintaining  these  areas  to  the  highest  standards;  standards  befitting  the  nation- 
ally significant  resources  to  be  found  in  these  areas.  The  program  will  assure 
sufficient  management  and  protection  of  the  resources  in  our  park  areas,  and  will 
also  finance  the  facilities  and  personnel  needed  to  make  these  resources  available 
to  the  visiting  public.  The  addition  of  lands  to  the  System,  coupled  with  effective 
resource  management,  will  increase  opportunities  for  outdoor  recreation,  as  well 
as  insure  the  protection  and  perpetuation  of  park  resources  for  future  genera- 
tions. Their  inclusion  would  also  help  to  alleviate  overcrowding  problems  at 
some  areas  currently  in  the  System  which  have  experienced  sharply  accelerated 
visitation  during  recent  years. 

The  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Program  will  also  be  important  to  the  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  System.  The  385  National  Wildlife  Refuges  which  en- 
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compass  34  million  acres  provide  habitat  for  a  wide  variety  of  the  Nation's  fish 
and  v^ildlife.  Funds  authorized  by  the  Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act  v^ill  be 
used  to  increase  the  size  of  the  staff  which  manages  refuges,  and  to  repair,  re- 
habilitate, construct,  and  maintain  faciUties.  In  addition,  funds  will  be  available 
for  the  acquisition  of  new  refuges. 

To  assist  in  needed  maintenance  and  improvement  of  urban  parks  and  recrea- 
tion facilities  the  Program  would  also  authorize  $200  million  of  additional  funds 
for  the  Community  Development  Block  Grant  Program,  pursuant  to  the  Hous- 
ing and  Community  Development  Act  of  1974.  It  will  be  strongly  urged  that 
these  additional  funds  be  used  for  recreation  programs. 

In  my  August  31  message  originally  transmitting  this  bill,  I  urged  the  Con- 
gress to  join  with  me  in  reaffirming  our  Nation's  commitment  to  preserve  the 
best  of  our  vast  and  beautiful  country  and  the  wildlife  inhabitating  it.  I  now 
repeat  my  request.  This  program  represents  a  sound  investment  in  America 
which  will  pay  off  handsomely  by  permanently  insuring  and  enriching  the 
natural  treasures  to  be  inherited  by  future  generations.  All  Americans  must  stand 
committed  to  conserve  and  cherish  our  incomparable  natural  heritage — our  wild- 
life, our  air,  our  water  resources  and  our  land  itself.  As  our  Nation  begins  its 
third  century,  we  must  renew  our  commitment  to  save  this  great  natural  heritage 
for  the  enjoyment  of  future  generations  of  Americans. 

Accordingly,  I  strongly  urge  the  Congress  to  enact  the  proposed  "Bicentennial 
Land  Heritage  Act"  which  establishes  a  program  designed  to  ensure  the  fulfill- 
ment of  this  national  commitment. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Honorable 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of       Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Message  to  the  Congress  Transmitting  Annual  Report  of  the 
United  States  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency. 
January  20,   1977 

[Dated  January  19, 1977.    Released  January  20, 1977] 

ARMS  CONTROL  as  a  means  of  maintaining  peace  and  security  has  been  a 
principal  objective  of  my  Administration.  In  this  nuclear  era  our  arms  control 
policy  and  defense  efforts  must  be  complementary.  We  must  seek  to  influence 
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policies  of  possible  adversaries  by  maintaining  strong  military  forces  and  by 
pursuing  negotiations  to  enhance  stability,  not  by  encouraging  an  arms  race 
which  would  increase  the  risk  of  nuclear  war. 

SALT  is  a  proven  means  of  furthering  the  essential  dialogue  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  on  arms  control.  Our  goal  is  to  promote 
stability  by  mutual  restraint  in  strategic  nuclear  competition,  to  limit  growth 
of  the  nuclear  forces  of  both  sides,  and  to  reduce  them  through  verifiable  agree- 
ments. This  effort,  I  am  confident,  will  succeed. 

As  a  part  of  our  efforts  to  restrain  strategic  nuclear  competition  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  we  have  also  negotiated  two  treaties  which  limit  the  yield  of  nuclear 
explosive  tests:  the  Threshold  Test  Ban  Treaty  and  the  related  Nuclear  Explo- 
sions for  Peaceful  Purposes  Treaty.  Both  of  these  treaties  represent  genuine 
progress.  They  contain  precedent-setting  provisions  which  will  enhance  the 
prospects  for  further  progress  in  this  area.  These  treaties  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  and  I  urge  that  it  provide  its  advice  and  consent  to  ratification. 

Complementing  the  resolution  of  nuclear  rivalry  with  the  Soviet  Union  is 
another  imperative  in  our  dialogue  for  survival:  Preventing  the  further  spread 
of  nuclear  weapons.  If  nuclear  arsenals  proliferate  in  the  world,  the  likelihood 
of  a  nuclear  conflict  is  vastly  increased.  The  worldwide  need  for  peaceful  nuclear 
energy  complicates  this  problem,  since  the  same  technology  that  produces  such 
energy  can  be  diverted  to  the  development  and  production  of  nuclear  weapons. 

To  emphasize  more  strongly  our  commitment  to  the  objective  of  the  nuclear 
Non-Proliferation  Treaty,  I  announced  a  new,  comprehensive  United  States 
nuclear  energy  policy  last  October  which  harmonizes  our  non-proliferation 
objectives  with  our  domestic  energy  policy.  We  have  tightened  controls  on 
American  exports  of  sensitive  nuclear  materials  and  technology.  Our  sustained 
diplomatic  initiatives  with  other  suppliers  of  nuclear  technology  have  also 
resulted  in  improved  international  comprehension  of  the  risks  of  proliferation, 
as  well  as  cooperation  to  prevent  it. 

Non-proliferation  is  only  one  example  of  our  pursuit  of  arms  control  through 
multilateral  forums  and  arrangements.  With  our  Western  allies  we  are  engaged 
in  negotiations  to  reduce  military  forces  in  Central  Europe.  Our  goal  is  to  ob- 
tain a  more  stable  military  balance  in  Central  Europe  at  lower  levels  of  force. 
We  also  participate  in  the  activities  of  the  Conference  of  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
armament (CCD)  which  recently  approved  a  convention  outlawing  the  use  of 
environmental  modification  techniques  for  hostile  purposes.  This  Convention 
will  soon  be  open  to  all  nations  for  ratification.  The  CCD  is  also  continuing  its 
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work  on  a  convention  to  limit  chemical  weapons,  and  will  soon  be  considering  a 
U.S.  initiative  to  ban  radiological  warfare. 

This  16th  annual  report  on  the  U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency 
completes  the  record  of  activities  and  developments  in  the  arms  control  field  for 
calendar  year  1976.  But  it  is  more  than  a  backward  look  at  the  record.  It  also 
reflects  the  need  for  forward  planning.  In  an  age  of  rapidly  advancing  technolo- 
gies, arms  control  must  look  at  the  future  as  well  as  the  present.  Arms  control 
must  be  pursued  vigorously  and  imaginatively,  based  upon  balanced  agree- 
ments and  buttressed  by  mechanisms  to  preserve  confidence  in  the  viability  of 
those  agreements. 

It  is  particularly  important  to  realize  that  arms  control  is  a  complex  matter 
and  success  can  be  attained  only  through  diligent  and  sustained  attention.  Prob- 
lems will  persist,  but  we  must  remain  dedicated  to  continued  and  determined 
efforts  for  the  control  and  balanced  reduction  of  armaments. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  The  39-page  report  is  entitled  "16th  Annual  Report  to  the  Congress,  1976,  U.S.  Arms  Control  and 
Disarmament  Agency." 
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Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  Withdrawing  the  Designation  of  the  People's  Republic 
of  the  Congo  as  a  Beneficiary  Developing  Country  for  the 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences.     January  20,  1977 

IN  ACCORDANCE  with  the  requirements  of  section  502(a)(2)  of  the  Trade 
Act  of  1974, 1  herewith  notify  the  House  of  Representatives/Senate  of  my  inten- 
tion to  withdraw  the  designation  of  the  People's  Republic  of  the  Congo  as  a 
beneficiary  developing  country  for  purposes  of  the  Generalized  System  of 
Preferences. 

The  considerations  that  entered  into  my  decision  were  based  upon  the  provi- 
sions of  sections  504(b)  and  502(b)  (4)  of  the  Trade  Act.  Section  504(b)  of  that 
Act  states: 

"The  President  shall,  after  complying  with  the  requirements  of  section  502 

(a)  (2),  withdraw  or  suspend  the  designation  of  any  country  as  a  beneficiary 
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developing  country  if,  after  such  designation,  he  determines  that  as  the  result 
of  changed  circumstances  such  country  would  be  barred  from  designation  as 
a  beneficiary  developing  country  under  section  502(b)  .  .  .  ". 

Section  502(b)  (4,  of  the  Trade  Act  prohibits  the  designation  of  any  country  as 
a  beneficiary  developing  country  for  purposes  of  the  Generalized  System  of  Pref- 
erences if  such  country — 

"has  nationalized,  expropriated,  or  otherwise  seized  ownership  or  control 
of  property  owned  by  a  United  States  citizen  or  by  a  corporation,  partnership, 
or  association  which  is  50%  or  more  beneficially  owned  by  United  States 
citizens.  .  .  . 

unless — 

the  President  determines  that — 

(i)  prompt,  adequate,  and  effective  compensation  has  been  or  is  being  made 
to  such  citizen,  corporation,  partnership,  or  association, 

(ii)  good  faith  negotiations  to  provide  prompt,  adequate,  and  effective  com- 
pensation under  the  applicable  provisions  of  international  law  are  in  progress, 
or  such  country  is  otherwise  taking  steps  to  discharge  its  obligations  under 
international  law  with  respect  to  such  citizen,  corporation,  partnership,  or 
association, 

or 

(iii)  a  dispute  involving  such  citizen,  corporation,  partnership,  or  associa- 
tion over  compensation  for  such  a  seizure  has  been  submitted  to  arbitration  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  Convention  for  the  Settlement  of  Investment  Dis- 
putes, or  in  another  mutually  agreed  upon  forum,  .  .  .  ". 

During  1974,  the  Government  of  the  People's  Republic  of  the  Congo  nation- 
alized foreign-owned  oil  companies  in  that  country,  including  companies  that 
were  50%  or  more  beneficially  owned  by  United  States  citizens.  Following  sev- 
eral attempts  to  commence  negotiations  with  a  view  to  reaching  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  claims  arising  from  such  nationalizations,  it  is  my  judgment 
that  the  People's  Republic  of  the  Congo  currently  is  not  meeting  the  require- 
ments set  forth  in  section  502(b)  (4)  of  the  Trade  Act.  Accordingly,  as  a  result 
of  changed  circumstances,  that  country  would  be  barred  from  designation  at 
this  time  as  a  beneficiary  developing  country  for  purposes  of  the  Generalized 
System  of  Preferences. 

A  communication  is  being  prepared  for  delivery  to  the  Government  of  the 
People's  Republic  of  the  Congo  on  or  about  the  same  date  as  that  of  the  delivery 
of  this  letter,  notifying  that  Government  of  my  intention  to  terminate  the 
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country's  beneficiary  status,  together  with  the  considerations  entering  into  my 
decision,  as  required  by  section  502(a)(2)  of  the  Trade  Act. 
Sincerely, 

Gerald  R.  Ford 

note:  This  is  the  text  of  identical  letters  addressed       the   House   of   Representatives,   and   the  Honorable 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Speaker  of       Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  President  of  the  Senate. 
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Commission;  and  designation  as  Chair- 
man         269 

21  Nomination:  Marquita  M.  Maytag  to  be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Nepal ...       269 

21  Nomination:  James  L.  Young  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  for  Housing  Manage- 
ment           269 

23  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  winter 
meeting  of  the  National  Governors' 
Conference    

23  Fact  sheet:  proposed  community  serv- 
ices legislation 

23  Nomination:  Robert  Strausz-Hupe  to 
be  United  States  Permanent  Representa- 
tive on  the  Council  of  the  North  Atlan- 
tic Treaty  Organization 275 

24  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreational  use  un- 
der the  Legacy  of  Parks  program 278 

24  Fact  sheet:  transfer  of  additional  lands 
for  park  and  recreational  use  under  the 
Legacy  of  Parks  program 

24  Nomination:  Kay  Bailey  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Transportation 
Safety   Board 278 

25  Nomination:  William  W.  Scranton  to  be 
United  States  Representative  to  the 
United  Nations  and  Representative  in 

the   Security   Council 279 

25  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  National  League  of  Cities 
to  discuss  general  revenue  sharing  and 
public  works  employment  legislation — 
by  Mayors  Hans  Tanzler  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  president,  and  Tom  Bradley  of  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  former  president,  Na- 
tional League  of  Cities 

25  News  briefing:  on  proposed  health  care 
reform  legislation — by  David  Mathews, 
Secretary,  and  William  A.  Morrill,  As- 
sistant Secretary  for  Planning  and  Eval- 
uation, Department  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare 

25  Fact  sheets:  proposed  health  care  reform 

legislation  (2  releases) 


February  Page 
26  Nomination:  Robert  L.  Hirsch  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Solar,  Geo- 
thermal  and  Advanced  Energy  Systems, 
Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration          289 

26  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  en- 
ergy message  to  Congress — by  Frank  G. 
Zarb,  Administrator,  and  Eric  R.  Zaus- 
ner,  Deputy  Administrator,  Federal  En- 
ergy Administration 

26  Fact  sheets:  the  President's  energy  mes- 
sage to  Congress  (2  releases) 

27  Nomination:  Frederick  Irving  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Oceans 
and  International  Environmental  and 
Scientific  Affairs 297 

27  Nomination:  William  L.  Fisher  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for 
Energy  and  Mineral  Resources 297 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  at  naturaliza- 
tion ceremonies  in  Miami,  Fla 

29  Advance    text:    remarks    in    Sarasota, 

Fla 

29  Advance    text:    remarks       in    Tampa, 

Fla 

March 

1  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  on 
financial  assistance  for  elementary  and 
secondary  education 

1  Nomination:  Francis  Hughes  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  for 
Financial    Management 320 

1  Nomination:  Philip  Allison  Hogue  to 
be  a  member  of  the  National  Trans- 
portation Safety  Board 320 

1  News  briefing:  on  proposed  legislation 
on  financial  assistance  for  elementary 
and  secondary  education — by  David 
Mathews,  Secretary,  William  A.  Morrill, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Planning  and 
Evaluation,  and  Terrell  H.  Bell,  Com- 
missioner of  Education,  Department  of 
Heath,  Education,  and  Welfare 

2  Nomination:  Louis  P.  Terrazas  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcast- 
ing           321 

2  Nomination:  Albert  C.  Hall  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  for 
Research  and  Development 324 
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2  Nomination:  Roger  A.  Yurchuck  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Legal  Services  Corporation 324 

2  Statement:  Massachusetts  and  Vermont 
primary  election  results — by  the  White 
House  Press  Secretary 324 

3  Advance  text;  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  for  the  Disabled  American 
Veterans  National  Service  and  Legisla- 
tive   Headquarters 

4  Nomination:  Eugene  V.  McAuliffe  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for 
International  Security  Affairs 332 

4  Nomination:  William  Keith  Brehm  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  for 
Legislative  Affairs 333 

5  Appointment:  Robert  Orben  as  Special 
Assistant  to  the  President 334 

5  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  corner- 
stone unveiling  for  the  Lincoln  Home 
National  Visitor's  Center  in  Spring- 
field, 111 

5  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  farm  forum 

in  Springfield,  111 

5  Fact  sheet:  establishment  of  the  Agri- 
cultural  Policy   Committee 

7  White  House  statement:  death  of 
Representative  Wright  Patman  of 
Texas     369 

8  Nomination:  Robert  E.  Barnett  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corpora- 
tion         369 

8  Appointment:  Jeanne  M.  Holm  as  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Women     370 

9  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Associated  General 
Contractors  of  America 

11  Appointment:  17  members  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Foreign  Intelligence  Advisory 
Board;  and  designation  of  Chairman.  .  .       376 

1 1  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  farm  forum 

in   Rockford,   111 

12  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  Chicago 
Council  of  Foreign  Relations  in  Chi- 
cago,  111 


March  Page 

13  Statement:  Howard  H.  (Bo)  Callaway's 
temporary  leave  of  absence  as  chairman 
of  the  President  Ford  Committee — by 
the  White  House  Press  Secretary 414 

13  Advance  text:  remarks  at  Guilford 
Courthouse  National  Military  Park  in 
Greensboro,  N.C 

15  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
congressional  city  conference  of  the 
U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors  and  National 
League  of  Cities 

16  Nomination:  Christian  A.  Herter,  Jr., 
to  be  Assistant  Administrator  for  Inter- 
agency Development  Coordination, 
Agency  for  International  Develop- 
ment         434 

16  Nomination:  Frank  E.  Maestrone  to  be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Kuwait.  .        434 

16  Nomination:  James  F.  Sccarce  to  be 
Director  of  the  Federal  Mediation  and 
Conciliation  Service 434 

16  Nomination:  Samuel  R.  Martinez  to  be 
Director  of  the  Community  Services 
Administration   435 

16  Appointment:  21  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Economic 
Opportunity;  and  designation  of  Chair- 
man         435 

17  Nomination:  Jerry  Thomas  to  be  Under 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 440 

18  Nomination:  David  S.  Smith  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Sweden,  .        446 

18  Nomination:  William  A.  Anders  to  be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Norway .  .       447 

18  Nomination:  Fred  O.  Pinkham  to  be  As- 
sistant Administrator  for  Population  and 
Humanitarian  Assistance,  Agency  for 
International  Development 447 

19  Nomination:  Thomas  S.  Gates,  Jr.,  for 
the  rank  of  Ambassador  during  his  serv- 
ice as  Chief  of  the  United  States  Liaison 
Office  in  Peking,  People's  Republic  of 
China 448 

19  Nomination:  Robert  A.  Gerard  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
Capital  Markets  and  Debt  Manage- 
ment          448 


19  Nomination:  W.  Beverly  Carter,  Jr.,  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Liberia . 


448 
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19  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

Michigan 449 

19  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

New   York 449 

22  Nomination:  Richard  J.  Bloomfield  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Ec- 
uador         472 

22  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  message  to 
Congress  on  science  and  technology 

23  Appointment:  William  F.  Gorog  as 
Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Economic  Affairs 477 

23  Fact  sheet:  proposed  child  nutrition  re- 
form legislation 

23  Statement:  North  Carolina  primary 
election  results — by  the  White  House 
Press  Secretary 479 

23  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  proposed  electronic 
surveillance  legislation— by  Attorney 
General  Edward  H.  Levi 

23  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  proposed  legisla- 
tion to  continue  the  Federal  Election 
Commission — by  Senators  Hugh  Scott 
and  Mark  O.  Hatfield  and  Representa- 
tives John  J.  Rhodes  and  Charles  E. 
Wiggins    

24  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Wisconsin   481 

24  Fact  sheet:  national  swine  flu  immuni- 
zation  program 

26  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

Michigan 487 

30  Nomination:  M.  R.  Bradley  and  William 
Dale  Nix,  Sr.,  to  be  members  of  the 
Federal  Farm  Credit  Board,  Federal 
Farm  Administration 511 

31  Nomination:  Thomas  R.  Byrne  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Czecho- 
slovakia           521 

31  Nomination:  Charles  W.  Robinson  to 

be  Deputy  Secretary  of  State 521 


April  Page 

1  Appointment:  Norborne  Berkeley,  Jr., 
and  William  D.  Knox  as  members  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Ne- 
gotiations           527 

2  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Oklahoma    528 

2  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Mississippi    528 

2  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Arkansas    529 

5  Appointment:  Charles  Leppert  as  Dep- 
uty Assistant  to  the  President  for  Legis- 
lative Affairs 571 

5  Biographical  data:  Joseph  S.  Jenckes  V, 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Legislative    Affairs 

5  Fact  sheet:  Naval  Petroleum  Reserves 
Production  Act  of  1976 

6  Nomination:  Thomas  Sowell  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission   577 

8  Announcement:  disaster  assistance  for 
Nebraska    586 

8  Fact  sheet:  proposed  summer  youth 
employment  programs 

8  News  briefing:  on  the  President's 
meeting  with  the  Chairmen  of  10  regu- 
latory agencies  and  administration  offi- 
cials to  discuss  regulatory  reform — 
by  Paul  W.  MacAvoy,  member.  Coun- 
cil of  Economic  Advisers;  Edward  C. 
Schmults,  Deputy  Counsel  to  the  Presi- 
dent; and  Richard  E.  Wiley,  Chairman, 
Federal   Communications   Commission. 

9  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Irving 
Bar  Association  law  day  dinner  in  Irv- 
ing,   Tex 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Texas  Grain  and 
Feed  Association  in  El  Paso,  Tex 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  Bicentennial 
commemoration  ceremony  in  El  Paso, 
Tex    

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  public 
forum  at  West  Texas  State  University 
in  Canyon,  Tex 

13  Announcement:   disaster  assistance  for 

North  Dakota 649 
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15  Nomination:  four  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  Libraries  and  In- 
formation Science;  and  designation  of 
Chairman  655 

15  Appointment:  four  members  of  the 
Citizens'  Advisory  Committee  on  En- 
vironmental Quality 655 

15  Nomination:  David  M.  Lilly  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Federal  Reserve  System 658 

19  Nomination:  18  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Building  Sciences;  and  designation  of 
Chairman  662 

21  Aclvance  text:  remarks  at  the  85th  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution 

21  Nomination:  John  H.  Reed  to  be  United 
States  Ambassador  to  Sri  Lanka  and 
the  Maldives 667 

21  Nomination:  Francis  E.  Meloy  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Lebanon .  .        668 

22  Appointment:  nine  members  of  the 
President's  Commission  on  Personnel 
Interchange     668 

22  Nomination:  E.  Henry  Knoche  to  be 
Deputy  Director  of  the  Central  Intel- 
ligence Agency 668 

22  Nomination:  John  Conyers  Read  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Em- 
ployment Standards 669 

22  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  public 
forum  at  Butler  University  in  Indian- 
apolis, Ind 

23  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  public 
forum  in  Evansville,  Ind 

23  Advance  text:  remarks  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
at  the  annual  service  of  the  Atlanta 
Chapter  of  the  Military  Order  of  World 
Wars    

26  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  United  States 

26  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  request  to 
Congress  for  1976  supplemental  ap- 
propriations and  amendments  to  the 
1977  appropriations  requested  in  the 
1977  budget  for  the  Department  of 
Defense — Military    


April  Page 
27  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  w^ith  the 
President  to  discuss  foreign  assistance 
appropriations  legislation  and  legisla- 
tion to  reconstitute  the  Federal  Elec- 
tion Commission — by  Senator  Hugh 
Scott  and  Representative  Robert  H. 
Michel 

27  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  message  to 

Congress  on  drug  abuse 

27  Nomination:  Ronald  G.  Coleman  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for 
Program  Development  and  Budget.  .  .       708 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  public  forum 

at  Tyler  Junior  College  in  Tyler,  Tex 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  Fort 
Worth-Tarrant  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion in  Fort  Worth,  Tex 

28  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  forum  of  the 
Greater  Houston  Builders  and  Contrac- 
tors Associations  in  Houston,  Tex 

30  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Abilene 
Jaycees  Bicentennial  celebration  in  Ab- 
ilene, Tex 

May 
4  Nomination:  Michael  H.  Moskov^^  to  be 

Under  Secretary  of  Labor 819 

4  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreational  use  un- 
der the  Legacy  of  Parks  program.  ...       821 

4  Fact  sheet:  transfer  of  additional  lands 
for  park  and  recreational  use  under  the 
Legacy  of  Parks  program 

5  Nomination:  George  Henry  Kuper  to  be 
Executive  Director  of  the  National  Cen- 
ter for  Productivity  and  Quality  of 
Working  Life 822 

5  Fact  sheet:  Federal-Aid  Highu^ay  Act  of 

1976 

6  Appointment:  five  members  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Scholarships 826 

7  Fact  sheet:  proposed  legislation  to  pro- 
vide financial  assistance  for  the  1980 
Winter  Olympic  Games 

8  Advance  text:  commencement  address 
at  the  University  of  Nebraska  in  Lin- 
coln, Nebr 
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May                                                                     Page 
8  Advance    text:    remarks    at   dedication 
ceremonies    of    the    Harry    S    Truman 
Statue   in   Independence,   Mo 

10  Advance  text:  remarks  at  ceremonies 
opening  the  Armed  Forces  Week  ex- 
hibit at  the  Washington  Monument 

10  Nomination:  Rosemary  L.  Ginn  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Luxem- 
bourg         850 

10  Nomination:  Robert  E.  Fulton  to  be 
Administrator  of  the  Social  and  Re- 
habilitation Service,  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 850 


10  Statement:  disaster  assistance  for  Italy — 
by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary.  .  . 


851 


11  Nomination:   Robert  V.   Keeley   to   be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Mauritius .        852 

11  Fact  sheet:  National  Science  and  Tech- 
nology Policy,  Organization  and  Prior- 
ities Act  of  1976 

11  News  briefing:  on  the  Republican  Con- 
gressional leadership  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  legislation  to 
reconstitute  the  Federal  Election  Com- 
mission— by  Senator  Ted  Stevens  and 
Representative  Guy  Vander  Jagt 

12  Nomination:  Philip  C.  Habib  to  be  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  Political  Af- 
fairs         858 

12  Nomination:  Arthur  W.  Hummel,  Jr., 
to  be  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  East 
Asian  and  Pacific  Affairs 859 

12  Nomination:  William  D.  Rogers  to  be 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Economic 
Affairs 859 

12  Nomination:  Harry  W.  Shlaudeman  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Inter- 
American  Affairs 860 

12  Nomination:  Viron  P.  Vaky  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Vene- 
zuela            860 

12  Nomination:  Phillip  V.  Sanchez  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Colom- 
bia        860 

12  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  Economic 

Club  of  Detroit  in  Bloomfield,  Mich 


May  Page 
13  News  briefing:  on  the  proposed  agenda 
for  Government  reform  legislation — by 
Elliot  L.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce, and  Edward  C.  Schmults,  Dep- 
uty Counsel  to  the  President  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Domestic  Council  Review 
Group  on  Regulatory  Reform 

13  Fact  sheet:  proposed  agenda  for  Gov- 
ernment reform  legislation 

13  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  National 

Bicentennial  Salute  to  Small  Business 

13  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee     

17  Nomination:  six  members  of  the  Fed- 
eral Election  Commission 903 

18  Nomination:  Joseph  Z.  Taylor  to  be 
Deputy  Inspector  General,  Foreign  As- 
sistance, Department  of  State 907 

18  Nomination:  John  J.  Martin  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  for 
Research  and  Development 908 

22  Advance  text:  remarks  in  Portland  at 

the  World  Affairs  Council  of  Oregon 

23  Advance  text:  commencement  address 
at  Warner  Pacific  College  in  Portland, 
Oreg    

24  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  California  Peace  Offi- 
cers Association  in  Anaheim,  Calif 

24  Appointment:  17  White  House  Fellows 

for    1976-77 937 

24  Advance  text:  remarks  at  a  forum  of 
the  San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  San  Diego  Council  of  the  Navy 
League  in  San  Diego,  Calif 

27  Nomination:  John  A.  Penello  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions  Board 975 

28  Fact  sheet:  Treaty  on  Underground 
Nuclear  Explosions  for  Peaceful  Pur- 
poses      

28  News  briefing:  on  the  Treaty  on  Un- 
derground Nuclear  Explosions  for 
Peaceful  Purposes — by  Fred  Ikle,  Direc- 
tor, and  Robert  Buchheim,  Deputy  As- 
sistant Director,  Arms  Control  and  Dis- 
armament Agency;  William  G.  Hyland, 
Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
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National  Security  Affairs;  and  Robert 
Duff,  Assistant  Director  for  Arms  Con- 
trol, Division  of  International  Security 
Affairs,  Energy  Research  and  Develop- 
ment  Administration 

28  Nomination:  David  P.  Taylor  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Defense  for  Man- 
power and  Reserve  Affairs 979 

28  Nomination:  Ernest  Ambler  to  be  Di- 
rector of  the  National  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, Department  of  Commerce 980 

28  Nomination:  10  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  National  Center  for 
Productivity  and  Quality  of  Working 
Life    981 

31  Advanced  text:  remarks  at  Memorial 
Day  ceremonies  at  Arlington  National 
Cemetery 

]unc 
1  Fact  sheet:   Second  Supplemental  Ap- 
propriations Act,  1976 

1  Nomination:  Samuel  J.  Tuthill  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Conserva- 
tion and  Environment,  Federal  Energy 
Administration 988 


1  Nomination:  John  W.  Snow  to  be  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  National  Highway 
Traffic  Safety  Administration 


988 


1  Nomination:  Harvey  Allan  Averch  to 
be  an  Assistant  Director  of  the  National 
Science    Foundation 988 

1  Nomination:  C.  Austin  Montgomery  to 
be  Administrator  of  the  National  Credit 
Union   Administration 989 

2  Appointment:  four  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American 
Folklife  Center 992 

3  Joint  announcement:  international  sum- 
mit conference  in  Puerto  Rico  on  June 
27-28,  1976 993 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  announcing  the 
international  summit  conference  in 
Puerto  Rico  on  June  27-28,  1976 

3  Background  information:  international 
summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico  on 
June  27-28.  1976 


]une  Page 
3  News  briefing:  on  the  international 
summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico  on 
June  27-28,  1976— by  Henry  A. 
Kissinger,  Secretary  of  State,  William 
E.  Simon,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
Alan  Greenspan,  Chairman,  Council  of 
Economic    Advisers 

3  Nomination:  Robert  L.  Martin  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Commodity  Fu- 
tures Trading  Commission 994 

3  Nomination:  Clement  B.  Malin  to  be 
Assistant  Administrator  for  Interna- 
tional Energy  Affairs,  Federal  Energy 
Administration   994 

3  Nomination:  David  H.  Stowe  to  be  a 
member  of  the  National  Mediation 
Board 994 

4  Fact  sheet:  1975  National  Medal  of 
Science    winners 

4  Nomination:  Albert  C.  Zapanta  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for 
Management 1001 

6  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

8  Nomination:  Thomas  J.  Houser  to  be 
Director  of  the  OflSce  of  Telecommuni- 
cations Policy 1036 

9  Nomination:  Richard  B.  Ogilvie  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
United  States  Railway  Association.  ...      1037 

9  Nomination:  Gen.  George  S.  Brown  to 
be  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff 1038 

10  Fact  sheet:  Executive  order  establishing 
procedures  to  facilitate  Presidential  re- 
view of  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  deci- 
sions     


10  Nomination:  Henry  E.  Catto,  Jr.,  to  be 
United  States  Representative  to  the 
European  Office  of  the  United  Nations , 


1042 


10  Appointment:  Shirley  Temple  Black  as 
Chief  of  Protocol  for  the  White  House; 
and  nomination  for  the  rank  of  Am- 
bassador         1042 


10  Nomination:  George  G.  Seibels  to  be 
Alternate  Federal  Co-Chairman  of  the 
Appalachian  Regional  Commission .... 


1042 
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11  Advance  text:  remarks  upon  signing 
an   appropriations   request  for  collapse 

of  the  Teton  Dam  in  Idaho 

12  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  academic  leaders  and  school 
board  representatives  to  discuss  bus- 
ing— by  David  Armor,  Rand  Corpora- 
tion, Santa  Monica,  Calif.;  James  Cole- 
man, professor,  department  of  sociology. 
University  of  Chicago;  Nathan  Glazer, 
School  of  Education,  Harvard  Univer- 
sity; Charles  Hamilton,  Applied  Re- 
search Center,  New  York,  N.Y.;  John 
Hardy,  member,  Pasadena  Board  of 
Education;  Henry  Marcheschi,  presi- 
dent, American  Telecommunications 
Corporation,  and  president,  American 
Freedom  Foundation;  Michael  Novak, 
writer,  lecturer,  and  writer-in-residence 
for  the  Washington  Star;  Diane  Ravitch, 
assistant  professor  of  history,  Teachers 
College,  Columbia  University;  Thomas 
Sowell,  department  of  economics.  Uni- 
versity of  California  at  Los  Angeles; 
and    Henry   Wilfong,   director   of  the 

city  of  Pasadena 

14  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  announce- 
ment of  new  initiatives  concerning 
questionable  corporate  payments 
abroad 

14  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  an- 
nouncement of  new  initiatives  concern- 
ing questionable  corporate  payments 
abroad — by  Elliot  L,  Richardson,  Sec- 
retary of  Commerce 

14  Appointment:  Byron  M.  Cavaney,  Jr.,  as 

Special  Assistant  to  the  President 1057 

14  Appointment:  eight  members  of  the 
President's  Commission  on  Personnel 
Interchange;  and  designation  of  Chair- 
man       1057 

14  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  civil  rights  leaders  to  discuss 
busing — ^by  Representative  Yvonne  B. 
Burke,  chairperson,  Congressional  Black 
Caucus;  Jack  Greenberg,  director  and 
counsel,  NAACP  Legal  Defense  Fund; 
Nathaniel  Jones,  general  counsel, 
NAACP;  Vernon  Jordan,  executive  di- 
rector, National  Urban  League;  Clar- 
ence Mitchell,  legislative  chairman, 
Leadership  Conference  on  Civil  Rights, 
and  director,  Washington  bureau, 
NAACP;     Joseph    L.     Rauh,    counsel, 


June  Page 

Leadership  Conference  on  Civil  Rights; 
Roy  Wilkins,  chairman,  Leadership 
Conference  on  Civil  Rights,  and  execu- 
tive director,  NAACP;  and  James  M. 
Cannon,  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Domestic  Affairs 

15  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Norfolk,  Va 

16  Biographical  data:  Patrick  Rowland, 
Special  Assistant  for  Legislative  Affairs 
(House  of  Representatives) 

16  Biographical  data:  Douglass  C.  Blaser, 

Director  of  the  Press  Advance  Oflfice 

16  Nomination:  Thomas  L.  Longshore  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority. . .     1059 

17  Nomination:  Thomas  L.  Lias  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Health,  Education, 

and  Welfare  (Legislation) 1065 

19  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  educational  leaders  to  discuss 
busing — by  John  W.  Porter,  State 
superintendent  of  public  instruction, 
Michigan;  Raymond  Shelton,  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  Tampa,  Fla.;  Wilson 
C.  Riles,  State  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  California;  Ursula  Pin- 
ero,  principal,  Rochester,  N.Y.;  Robert 
Schreck,  principal,  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
and  Roland  W.  Jones,  superintendent  of 
schools,   Charlotte-Mecklenberg,  N.C.  . 

21  Nomination:  Alan  M.  Lovelace  to  be 
Deputy  Administrator  of  the  National 
Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration.      1072 

21  Nomination:  Robert  C.  Chase  to  be 
Deputy  Director  of  the  Community 
Services    Administration 1072 

21  Nomination:  Leonard  S.  Matthews  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for 
Domestic  and  International  Business.  .     1073 

23  Nomination:  Edward  O.  Vetter  to  be 

Under  Secretary  of  Commerce 1077 

23  Nomination:  William  W.  Maguire  to  be 

United  States  Ambassador  to  Guyana.  .      1077 

23  Nomination:  James  J.  Blake  to  be 
United  States  Ambassador  to  Iceland.  .      1077 

24  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreational  use 
under  the  Legacy  of  Parks  program. .      1079 
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24  Fact  sheet:  transfer  of  additional  lands 
for  park  and  recreational  use  under  the 
Legacy  of  Parks  program 

24  Fact  sheet:  proposed  school  desegrega- 
tion standards  and  assistance  legislation . 

24  Nomination:  Anthony  D.  Marshall  to 
be  United  States  Ambassador  to  Sey- 
chelles          1082 

25  Advance  text:  remarks  on  arrival  at 
the  international  summit  conference  in 

San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico 

27  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  international  summit  con- 
ference in  Puerto  Rico.    

27  News  briefing:  on  the  international 
summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico — by 
Helmut  Sonnenfeldt,  Counselor  of  the 
Department  of  State;  Alan  Greenspan, 
Chairman,  Council  of  Economic  Ad- 
visers; and  Edwin  Yeo  III,  Under  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury 

28  News  briefing:  on  the  international 
summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico — ^by 
William  E.  Simon,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury     

28  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  international  summit  con- 
ference in  Puerto  Rico 

28  News  briefing:  on  the  international 
summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico — ^by 
Henry  A.  Kissinger,  Secretary  of  State, 
and  William  E.  Simon,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury 1094 

29  Nomination:  Delio  E.  Gianturco  to  be 
Vice  President  of  the  Export-Import 
Bank  of  the  United  States 1097 

30  Appointment:  11  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Committee  on  Oceans 

and  Atmosphere 1099 

30  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  Committee 
on  Urban  Development  and  Neighbor- 
hood   Revitalization 

July 

1  Advance  text:  remarks  at  dedication 
ceremonies  for  the  National  Air  and 
Space  Museum  at  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution     


July  Page 

1  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
National  Commission  on  the  Observ- 
ance of  International  Women's  Year, 
1975    1107 

1  Advance  text:  remarks  to  members  of 
the  National  Commission  on  the  Ob- 
servance of  International  Women's 
Year,    1975 

1  Fact  sheet:  National  Commission  on 
the  Observance  of  International 
Women's  Year,  1975 

2  Nomination:  Eloise  E.  Clark  to  be  an 
Assistant  Director  of  the  National 
Science    Foundation 1111 

2  Nomination:  John  W.  Eden  to  be  an 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for 
Economic  Development 1111 

2  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Bicenten- 
nial ceremony  at  the  National  Archives . 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Honor 
America  program  at  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Center  for  the  Performing  Arts.  .      1135 

3  Advance  text:   remarks  at  the  Valley 

Forge  State  Park,  Valley  Forge,  Pa 1135 

3  Advance  text:  remarks  at  Independence 
Hall,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

5  Advance  text:  remarks  at  naturalization 
ceremonies  at  Monticello,  Va 

6  Nomination:  Nancy  V.  Rawls  to  be  the 
Alternate  Representative  of  the  United 
States  for  Special  Political  Affairs  in 
the  United  Nations  with  the  rank  of 
Ambassador    1137 

6  Appointment:    nine    members    of    the 

National  Council  on  the  Humanities.  .      1139 

9  News  briefing:  on,  the  status  of  the 
national  swine  flu  immunization  pro- 
gram— by  David  Mathews,  Secretary, 
and  Dr.  Theodore  Cooper,  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Health,  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 

9  Statement:  death  sentences  for  Daniel 
Gearhart  and  other  alleged  mercenaries 
in  Angola — by  the  White  House  Press 
Secretary   1149 

10  Statement:  execution  of  Daniel  Gearhart 
by  the  Government  of  Angola — by  the 
White  House  Press  Secretary 1155 
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12  Nomination:  Margita  E.  White  to  be 
a  Commissioner  of  the  Federal  Com- 
munications  Commission 1155 

12  Appointment:  David  R.  Gergen  as  Di- 
rector of  the  White  House  Office  of 
Communications 1156 

12  Appointment:  WilUam  F.  Rhatican  as 
Deputy  Director  of  the  White  House 
Office  of  Communications  and  Special 
Assistant  to  the  President 1156 

12  Nomination:  Robert  L.  Hardesty  to  be 
a  Governor  of  the  United  States  Postal 
Service 1156 

12  Fact  sheet:  Airport  and  Airway  Devel- 
opment Act  Amendments  of  1976.  ...      1169 

12  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Exchange 
Clubs 

12  Nomination:  Stephen  Low  to  be  Ambas- 
sador to  Zambia 1161 

14  Statement:  the  President's  semiannual 
physical  examination — by  Rear  Adm. 
William  M.  Lukash,  USN,  Personal 
Physician  to  the  President 1169 

15  Appointment:  six  members  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  the  United  States 
Service    Academies 1165 

16  Statement:  on  the  mid -session  review  of 
the  1977  budget— by  the  White  House 

Press  Secretary 1167 

17  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Republican  Convention  in 
Hartford,  Conn 

19  Nomination:  Juanita  Ashcraft  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force 
(Manpower  and   Reserve  Affairs)....      1185 

20  Nomination:  Stanley  Shirk  to  be  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency 1188 

20  Nomination:  David  A.  Clanton  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission 1188 

20  Nomination:  Patrick  J.  Delaney  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Securities  and  Ex- 
change  Commission 1188 

21  Nomination:  Joseph  R.  Fogarty  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission    1 190 
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21  Nomination:  H.  Guyford  Stever  to  be 
Director  of  the  Office  of  Science  and 
Technology  Policy 1190 

21  Nomination:  Ignacio  E.  Lozano  to  be 

Ambassador  to  El  Salvador 1191 

21  Nomination:  five  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Corporation  for  Pub- 
lic Broadcasting 1191 

22  Nomination:  Thaddeus  A.  Garrett,  Jr., 
to  be  a  Commissioner  of  the  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission 1192 

22  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  mes- 
sage to  Congress  urging  congressional 
action  on  legislative  priorities  before 
adjournment — by  James  T.  Lynn,  Di- 
rector of  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget 

26  Appointment:    five    members    of    the 

Consumer  Advisory  Council 1208 

26  Fact  sheet:   Coastal  Zone  Management 

Act  Amendments  of  1976 

27  Nomination:  Donald  I.  Baker  to  be  As- 
sistant Attorney  General,  Antitrust  Divi- 
sion, Department  of  Justice 1213 

27  Nomination:  Raymond  Telles  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Equal  Employment  Op- 
portunity Commission 1213 

27  Appointment:  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Na- 
tional Mortgage   Association 1214 

28  Appointment:  Harry  T.  Edwards  and 
Beverly  Everett  as  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  the  Observance 

of  International  Women's  Year,  1975.  .      1217 

28  Nomination:  Gen.  Bernard  W.  Rogers, 
USA,  to  be  Chief  of  Staff,  United  States 
Army    1217 

29  Nomination:  Robert  Nelson  Smith  to 
be  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 
(Health    Affairs) 1221 

29  Nomination:  M.  Alan  Woods  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Defense  (Public 
Affairs)     1221 

29  Nomination:  Fred  P.  Wacker  to  be 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense  (Comp- 
troller)         1221 

29  Appointment:  Thomas  Aranda,  Jr.,  as 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Hispanic   Affairs 1222 
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29  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  Repub- 
lican National  Hispanic  Assembly 

29  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing in  Jackson,  Miss.,  with  the  Missis- 
sippi delegation  to  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention — by  Oilman  Carmi- 
chael  and  Doug  Shanks,  cochairmen  of 
the  Mississippi  President  Ford  Commit- 
tee     , 

30  Fact  sheet:  establishment  of  the  Fed- 
eral Energy  Office 

August 
2  Appointment:    three   members    of    the 
Commission  on  Executive,  Legislative, 
and  Judicial  Salaries 1233 

2  Appointment:  six  members  of  the 
Board  for  International  Food  and  Agri- 
cultural   Development 1233 

3  Appointment:  four  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue  Development  Corpora- 
tion           1233 

5  Appointment:  nine  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Highway  Safety  Advisory  Com- 
mittee           1244 

5  Appointment:  Robert  A.  Collier  as  Vice 
Chairman  of  the  President's  Committee 
on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped.  .      1244 

5  Fact  sheet:  Presidential  Medal  of  Free- 
dom    

5  Statement:  action  by  the  Economic 
and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Na- 
tions to  prevent  bribery  and  corrupt 
practices  in  international  commercial 
transactions — by  the  White  House  Press 
Secretary    1247 

6  Nomination:  Margaret  W.  Kahliff  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Export-Import  Bank 

of  the  United  States 1248 

6  Nomination:    three   Commissioners    of 

the  United  States  Parole  Commission .  .      1248 

6  Appointment:  Garland  P.  Castleberry 
to  be  Alternate  United  States  Repre- 
sentative on  the  Council  of  the  Interna- 
tional Civil  Aviation  Organization 1248 

10  Appointment:  Robert  E.  Merriam  and 
Tom  Moody  as  members  of  the  Ad- 
visory Commission  on  Intergovern- 
mental Relations;  and  designation  of 
Chairman  1254 
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10  Nomination:  Thomas  H.  Quinn  and 
John  T.  Murphy  to  be  members  of  the 
Board  for  International  Broadcasting.  .      1254 

11  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  on  Voca- 
tional Education;  and  designation  of 
Chairman  1254 

11  Appointment:  six  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Cancer  Advisory  Board;  and 
designation  of  Chairman 1254 

12  Nomination:  Wilfred  J.  Smith  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Foreign  Claims  Settle- 
ment Commission  of  the  United  States.      1256 

12  Appointment:    five    members    of    the 

Commission  of  Fine  Arts 1256 

18  Statement:  death  of  two  American  offi- 
cers in  Korea — by  the  White  House 
Press  Secretary 1263 

19  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  selec- 
tion of  Senator  Robert  J.  Dole  of  Kan- 
sas as  his  Vice-Presidential  running 
mate — by  Richard  B.  Cheney,  Assistant 

to  the  President 

19  Advance  text:  remarks  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  upon  accepting  the  1976  Repub- 
lican Presidential  nomination 

23  Nomination:   William   G.  Bradford  to 

be  Ambassador  to  Chad 1277 

23  Nomination:  Robert  J.  McCloskey  to  be 

Ambassador  to  the  Netherlands 1278 

23  Nomination:  Susan  B.  Gordon  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare  (Public  Affairs) 1278 

23  Nomination:  United  States  Representa- 
tive and  seven  Alternate  Representa- 
tives to  the  Twentieth  Session  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Interna- 
tional Atomic  Energy  Agency 1279 

23  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Committee  for  Juvenile 
Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention.  .  .      1282 

24  Nomination:  Davis  E.  Boster  to  be  Am- 
bassador to  Guatemala 1282 

24  Fact  sheet:  Lx)cks  and  Dam  26 

24  Nomination:  Ralph  E.  Becker  to  be  Am- 
bassador to  Honduras 1282 
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25  Nomination:  John  J.  Bennett  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Installa- 
tions and  Logistics) 1286 

25  Nomination:  Francois  Dickman  to  be 
Ambassador  to  the  United  Arab  Em- 
irates        1287 

26  Nomination:  Richard  G.  Quick  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission    1287 

28  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  cam- 
paign plans — by  James  A.  Baker  III, 
President  Ford  Committee  chairman.  .  . 

29  Advance  text:  remarks  at  Yellowstone 
National  Park  in  Wyoming 

29  Fact  sheet:  proposed  Bicentennial  land 
heritage  program 

30  Appointment:  James  A.  Cavanaugh  as 
Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President 1294 

31  Nomination:  Everett  T.  Keech  to  be  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  (Fi- 
nancial Management) 1295 

31  Appointment:  Douglas  J.  Smith  as  Spe- 
cial  Assistant   to   the   President 1298 

September 
1  Nomination:   T.   Frank   Grigler   to  be 
Ambassador  to  Rwanda 1299 

1  Advance  text:  remarks  to  the  National 
Guard  Association 

1  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreational  use  un- 
der the  Legacy  of  Parks  program 1300 

1  Fact  sheet:  transfer  of  additional  lands 
for  park  and  recreational  use  under  the 
Legacy  of  Parks  program 

2  Nomination:  Charles  A.  James  to  be 
Ambassador   to   Niger 1301 

2  Nomination:  Walter  J.  Stoessel,  Jr.,  to 
be  Ambassador  to  the  Federal  Republic 
of  Germany 1302 

2  Appointment:  Jerry  H.  Jones  as  Deputy 

Assistant  to  the  President 1303 

2  Appointment:  Roger  B.  Porter  as  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  the  President 1303 

2  News  briefing:  on  their  meeting  with 
the  President  to  discuss  the  national 
swine   flu   immunization   program — by 


September  Page 

David  Mathews,  Secretary,  and  Dr. 
Theodore  Cooper,  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Health,  Department  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion, and  Welfare 

3  Nomination:   Patricia  M.  Byrne   to  be 

Ambassador  to  the  Republic  of  Mali.  .      1304 

3  Nomination:  Julius  Katz  to  be  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  State  for  Economic  and 
Business  Affairs 1305 

3  Nomination:  David  MacDonald  to  be 

Under  Secretary  of  the  Navy 1306 

3  News  briefing:  on  monthly  unemploy- 
ment statistics — by  Alan  Greenspan, 
Chairman,  Council  of  Economic  Ad- 
visers   

4  Statement:  Clarence  Kelley,  Director  of 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation — 

by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary 1309 

7  Fact  sheet:  Teton  Dam  disaster  relief 

act 

8  Nomination:  Ronald  D.  Palmer  to  be 
Ambassador  to  Togo 1319 

9  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  biennial 
B'nai  B'rith  convention 

9  Nomination:  Melissa  F.  Wells  to  be 
Ambassador  to  Guinea-Bissau  and 
Cape  Verde 1324 

9  Appointment:  Russell  A.  Rourke  as  Spe- 
cial Assistant  to  the  President 1324 

9  Appointment:   Robert  K.   Wolthuis   as 

Special  Assistant  to  the  President 1324 

10  Announcement:  opening  of  applications 

for  1976-77  White  House  Fellows.  .  .  .      1325 

11  Fact   sheet:   amendments   to  the  Wild 

and  Scenic  Rivers  Act 

12  Statement:  skyjacking  of  a  U.S.  air- 
liner— by  the  White  House  Press  Secre- 
tary        1332 

13  Nomination:  Representatives  and  Al- 
ternate Representatives  to  the  31st  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations 1332 

13  Nomination:  seven  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Science  Board 1332 

13  Fact  sheet:  Government  in  the  Sunshine 

Act 
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13  Fact      sheet:      amendments      to      the 

Packers  and  Stockyards  Act 

13  Fact  sheet:  legislation  authorizing  ap- 
propriations for  Federal  fire  prevention 

and  control 

14  Appointment:  eight  members  of  the 
National  Council  on  the  Arts 1339 

15  Nomination:  Jack  B.  Olson  to  be  Am- 
bassador to  the  Bahamas 

15  Nomination:  eight  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Cen- 
ter for  Productivity  and  Quality  of 
Working  Life 1341 

15  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  meet- 
ing with  the  North  Atlantic  Council — 
by  Joseph  M.  A.  H.  Luns,  Secretary 
General  of  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty 
Organization 

15  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  in  Ann  Arbor 

16  Nomination:  Wat  T.  Cluverius  IV  to 

be  Ambassador  to  Bahrain 1345 

16  Nomination:  Edward  E.  Masters  to  be 

Ambassador  to  Bangladesh 1345 

16  Reappointment:  seven  members  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  on  Economic 
Opportunity    1346 

17  Nomination:  Representatives  and  Al- 
ternate Representatives  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Nineteenth  Session  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  United  Na- 
tions Educational,  Scientific  and  Cul- 
tural Organization 1349 

17  Nomination:  Monteagle  Stearns  to  be 
Ambassador  to  the  Ivory  Coast 1349 

18  Nomination:  Edward  Aguirre  to  be 
U.S.  Commissioner  of  Education,  De- 
partment of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare 1355 

20  Nomination:  George  F.  Murphy,  Jr.,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Nuclear  Regulatory 
Commission    1357 

21  Nomination:  Michael  F.  Starr  to  be  Di- 
rector, Intergovernmental,  Regional 
and  Special  Programs,  Federal  Energy 
Administration   1360 

22  Fact  sheet:  Department  of  Defense  Ap- 
propriation Act  of   1977 


September 

22  News  briefing:  on  the  Department  of 
Defense  Appropriation  Act  of  1977 — 
by  Donald  H.  Rumsfeld,  Secretary  of 
Defense 

22  Appointment:  Harold  P.  Goldfield  and 
Marion  W.  Mattingly  as  members  of  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  for  Ju- 
venile Justice  and  Delinquency  Preven- 
tion     

23  Nomination:  Eugene  N.  S.  Girard  II 
to  be  an  Assistant  Administrator  of  the 
Agency  for  International  Development. 

23  Nomination:  Donald  R.  Norland  to  be 
Ambassador    to   Botswana 

24  Nomination:  Lowell  Bruce  Laingen  to 
be  Ambassador  to  Malta 

24  Appointment:  Dorothy  Duke  and  Wal- 
ter B.  Williams  as  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Na- 
tional Mortgage  Association 

24  Nomination:  Robert  P.  Smith  to  be 
Ambassador  to  Ghana 

27  Appointment:  John  A.  Cardon  as  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  to 
the  Pension  Benefit  Guaranty  Corpora- 


27  Nomination:  Robert  W.  Burns,  Jr.,  and 
Gloria  Sepulveda- Vazquez  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Commission  on  Li- 
braries and  Information  Science 

27  Nomination:  John  E.  Corbally  and 
Jewel  Lafontant  to  be  members  of  the 
National  Council  on  Educational  Re- 
search     

28  Nomination:  David  M.  deWilde  to  be 
President  of  the  Government  National 
Mortgage  Association,  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 

28  Nomination:  G.  McMurtrie  Godley  to  be 
Ambassador  to  Ethiopia 

28  Fact  sheet:  amendments  to  the  Land  and 
Water  Conservation  Fund  Act  of  1965 . 

28  Nomination:  James  M.  Wilson,  Jr.,  to  be 
Coordinator  for  Human  Rights  and  Hu- 
manitarian    Affairs,     Department     of 


Page 


1366 

1367 
1367 
1385 

1385 
1386 

1404 

1404 

1404 

1406 
1407 


State 


1410 


28  Nomination:  17  persons  to  be  members 
of  the  United  States  Metric  Board;  and 
designation  of  Chairman 1410 
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September  Page 

29  Nomination:  six  persons  to  be  members 
of  the  Advisory  Council  on  Women's 
Educational    Programs 1411 

29  Fact  sheet:  Public  Safety  Officers'  Bene- 
fits Act  of  1976 

29  Nomination:  Theodore  R.  Newman, 
Jr.,  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  Court  of  Appeals .  .      1412 

29  Nomination:  Edwin  C.  Brown,  Jr.,  to 
be  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 1413 

29  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
National  Transportation  Policy  Study 
Commission    1414 

30  Appointment:  Chairmen  of  the  10  Fed- 
eral Regional  Councils 1416 

30  Appointment:  15  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Indian  Edu- 
cation        1416 

30  Nomination:  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  In- 
stitute of  Building  Sciences 1417 

30  Fact  sheet:  Veterans  and  Survivors  Pen- 
sion Adjustment  Act  of  1976 

30  Fact  sheet:  Veterans  Disability  Compen- 
sation and  Survivor  Benefits  Act  of 
1976    

30  Fact  sheet:  Hart-Scott-Rodino  Antitrust 

Improvements  Act  of  1976 

October 

1  Nomination:  six  persons  to  be  members 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  National 
Library  of  Medicine 1426 

2  Statement:  consultations  between  the 
President  and  Prime  Minister  James 
Callaghan  of  the  United  Kingdom 
concerning  the  United  Kingdom's  eco- 
nomic situation — by  the  White  House 

Press  Secretary 1438 

4  Fact  sheet:  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976 

5  Appointment:  four  members  of  the 
Committee  for  Purchase  from  the  Blind 

and  Other  Severely  Handicapped 1442 

5  Appointment:  three  members  of  the 
National  Highway  Safety  Advisory 
Committee    1443 


October  Page 

5  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Center  for  the  Performing  Arts.  .      1444 

6  News  briefing:  on  the  Presidential  cam- 
paign debate  in  San  Francisco,  Calif. — 
by  Richard  B.  Cheney,  Assistant  to  the 
President;  Lt.  Gen.  Brent  Scowcroft, 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  National 
Security  Affairs;  Michael  Duval,  Special 
Counsel  to  the  President;  and  Stuart 
Spencer,  deputy  chairman  of  the  Pres- 
ident Ford  Committee 

6  News  briefing:  on  the  General  Account- 
ing Office  report  on  the  rescue  of  the  SS 
Mayaguez — -by  Charles  T.  Miller,  cap- 
tain of  the  SS  Mayaguez 

7  Fact  sheet:  Arab  boycott  of  American 
businesses    

7  Appointment:  Kent  Rhodes  and  Hobart 
Taylor,  Jr.,  as  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  Postal  Service 1461 

7  Appointment:  nine  members  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Committee  on  Science  and  Tech- 
nology        1461 

9  Fact  sheet:  Health  Maintenance  Organi- 
zation Amendments  of  1976 

9  Statement:  Jimmy  Carter's  remarks 
during  the  second  Presidential  campaign 
debate — by  the  White  House  Press  Sec- 
retary   

12  Fact   sheet:    Toxic   Substances    Control 

Act    

12  Appointment:  three  executive  branch 
Commissioner-Observers  to  the  Com- 
mission on  Security  and  Cooperation  in 
Europe 1490 

13  Fact  sheet:  State  and  Local  Fiscal  Assist- 
ance  Amendments   of    1976 

14  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Commission  on  the  Observance  of 
International  Women's  Year,   1975...      1505 

14  Fact  sheet:  Cultural  Challenge  Grants 

program    

14  Fact  sheet:  Presidential  Medal  of  Free- 
dom   

18  Statement:  remarks  made  by  Gen. 
George  S.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,  during  a  recent  inter- 
view— by  the  White  House  Press  Secre- 
tary        1539 
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October  Page 

18  Fact  sheet:  National  Medal  of  Science 

19  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreational  use 
under  the  Legacy  of  Parks  program.  .  .      1541 

19  Fact  sheet:  transfer  of  additional  lands 
for  park  and  recreational  use  under  the 
Legacy  of  Parks  program 

21  Fact  sheet:  interim  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Committee  on  Urban  Develop- 
ment and  Neighborhood  Revitalization . 

22  News  briefing:  on  the  Presidential  cam- 
paign debate  in  Williamsburg,  Va. — 
by  Senator  Jacob  K.  Javits  of  New 
York   and   James   Baker,   chairman   of 

the  President  Ford  Committee 

23  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  cam- 
paign plans — by  Stuart  Spencer,  Dep- 
uty Chairman,  and  William  L  Greener, 
Jr.,  Deputy  Chairman  for  Communica- 
tions, President  Ford  Committee 

23  Announcement:  raising  the  income 
ceiling  on  loans  made  by  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration 1631 

25  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  infla- 
tion     

25  Advance  text:  remarks  at  King  County 
International  Airport  in  Seattle,  Wash 

26  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  taxes 

26  Advance  text:  remarks  at  the  Pittsburgh 
Economic  Club  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa 

27  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  Amer- 
ica's senior  citizens 

28  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  state- 
ment on  nuclear  policy — by  James  Can- 
non, Assistant  to  the  President  for  Do- 
mestic Affairs;  Robert  W.  Fri,  Deputy 
Administrator,  Energy  Research  and  De- 
velopment Administration;  and  Charles 
W.  Robinson,  Under  Secretary  of  State 

for  Economic  Affairs 

28  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  peace 

28  Fact   sheet:    President's   nuclear   waste 

management  plan 

28  Fact  sheet:  President's  statement  on  nu- 
clear policy 

29  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  crime 

29  Statement:   on   economic   statistics — by 

the  White  House  Press  Secretary 


ISIovember  Page 

1  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  future 
goals  for  America 

2  Advance  text:  radio  address  on  the  Pres- 
idency    

8  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
President's  Committee  on  Mental  Re- 
tardation       1680 

17  Recess  appointment:  Jack  B.  Olson  as 
United  States  Ambassador  to  the  Ba- 
hamas          1685 

17  Recess  appointment:  Donald  R.  Nor- 
land as  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Botswana,  Lesotho,  and  Swaziland ....      1 685 

17  Recess  appointment:  Lowell  Bruce  Lain- 
gen  as  United  States  Ambassador  to 
Malta 1685 

17  Recess  appointment:  Thaddeus  A. 
Garrett,  Jr.,  as  a  Commissioner  of  the 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission.      1685 

17  Recess  appointment:  William  F.  Gorog 
as  Executive  Director  of  the  Council  on 
International  Economic  Policy 1685 

17  Recess  appointment:  James  M.  Wilson, 
Jr.,  as  Coordinator  for  Human  Rights 
and  Humanitarian  Affairs,  Department 
of  State 1686 

19  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Dis- 
tinguished Civilian  Service  Awards 
Board 1686 

19  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Adult  Ed- 
ucation        1687 

19  Appointment:  five  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Advisory  Council  on  Extension 
and  Continuing  Education 1687 

23  Announcement:  transfer  of  additional 
lands  for  park  and  recreational  use 
under  the  Legacy  of  Parks  program.  ...      1691 

December 
2  Statement:    Mrs.    Ford's    physical    ex- 
amination   at   Bethesda   Naval   Hospi- 
tal— by  Rear  Adm.  William  M.  Lukash, 
USN,  Physician  to  the  President 

7  Recess  appointment:  Benjamin  Reifel  as 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior 1702 

14  Fact  sheet:  donation  of  the  President's 

papers  to  the  Government 
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December  Page 

15  Statement:  Great  Britain's  economic 
recovery  program — by  the  White  House 

Press  Secretary 1719 

16  News  briefing:  on  his  meeting  with  the 
President  to  discuss  the  fiscal  year 
budget  for  scientific  research  and  de- 
velopment— by  H.  Guyford  Stever,  Di- 
rector, Office  of  Science  and  Technology 
Policy 

Vol.  13 
January  1977  Page 

1  Statement:  recipients  of  the  Medal  of 

Freedom    5 

4  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  tax 
message — ^by  William  E.  Simon,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  L.  William 
Seidman,  Assistant  to  the  President  for 
Economic  Affairs 

4  Fact  sheet:  the  President's  tax  message. 

6  Nomination:  Patrick  J.  Delaney  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission    6 

11  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  pro- 
posal to  establish  a  new  Department  of 
Energy — by  Elliot  L.  Richardson,  Secre- 
tary of  Commerce;  James  T.  Lynn,  Di- 
rector, Office  of  Management  and 
Budget;  and  Frank  G.  Zarb,  Adminis- 
trator, Federal  Energy  Administration 

13  Fact  sheet:  proposed  Aviation  Act  of 

1977    

14  News  briefing:  on  proposed  statehood 
for  Puerto  Rico  legislation — by  James 
M.  Cannon,  Assistant  to  the  President 

for   Domestic   Affairs 


Vol  13 
January  Page 

17  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
National  Advisory  Council  on  Voca- 
tional Education 49 

18  Statement:  the  President's  acceptance  of 
final  reports  from  four  Presidential  task 
forces  to  improve  Federal  regulation — 

by  the  White  House  Press  Secretary ....         63 

18  News  briefing:  on  the  annual  report  of 
the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers — by 
Alan  Greenspan,  Chairman,  and  Burton 
Malkiel,  member,  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers 

18  News  briefing:  on  the  President's 
transition  plans — by  Robert  E.  Barrett, 
Executive  Assistant  to  the  President 

18  News  briefing:  on  the  President's  task 
forces  to  improve  Federal  regulation — 
by  Paul  MacAvoy,  Chairman,  Presi- 
dent's Task  Force  on  Regulatory  Re- 
form; Philip  Harter  and  Joseph  Kirk, 
Cochairmen,  Occupational  Safety  and 
Health  Administration  Task  Force; 
Donald  Flexner,  Chairman,  Federal 
Energy  Administration  Task  Force; 
Robert  Wright,  Chairman,  Higher  Edu- 
cation Task  Force;  and  Maj.  James 
Golden,  Chairman,  Export  Administra- 
tion Task  Force 

19  Appointment:  seven  members  of  the 
President  Ford   transition  office 72 

19  Fact  sheet:  transfer  of  additional  lands 
for  park  and  recreational  use  under  the 
Legacy  of  Parks  program 
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Appendix  B — Presidential  Documents  Published  in  the 

Federal  Register 

note:  The  texts  of  these  documents  are  also  printed  in  tide  3  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  except  as 
noted  below.  Texts  of  the  proclamations  and  Executive  orders  are  printed  in  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 
Presidential  Documents  for  the  period  covered  by  this  volume. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proc.         Date  Subject  41   F.R. 

No.  1976  page 

4412  Jan.      3     Imports  of  petroleum  and  petroleum  products 1037 

4413  Jan.    21     National  Day  of  Prayer  for  Americans  Missing  in  Action  in  Southeast  Asia 3455 

4414  Jan.    22     American  Heart  Month,  1976 3457 

4415  Feb.    17     Designation  of  Clark  and  Mark  Twain  National  Forests  in  Missouri  as  Mark  Twain 

National  Forest 7481 

4416  Feb.   18     National  Poison  Prevention  Week,  1976 7739 

4417  Feb.   19     Confirmation  of  termination  of  Executive  order  authorizing  internment  of  Japanese- 

Americans  during  World  War  II 7741 

4418  Feb.  25     Red  Cross  Month,  1976 8331 

4419  Feb.  25     Save  Your  Vision  Week,  1976 8333 

4420  Mar.     1     Law  Day,  U.S.A.,  1976 9083 

4421  Mar.    8     National  Farm  Safety  Week,  1976 10209 

4422  Mar.  16    National  Day  of  Prayer,  1976 11267 

4423  Mar.  26     Imports  of  dry  milk  mixtures 12875 

4424  Mar.  29     Cancer  Control  Month,  1976 13577 

4425  Apr.     2     National  Rural  Health  Week,  1976 14363 

4426  Apr.     5     Older  Americans  Month,  1976 14723 

4427  Apr.     8     World  Trade  Week,  1976 14997 

4428  Apr.     9     Pan  American  Day  and  Pan  American  Week,  1976 15395 

4429  Apr.  13     Small  Business  Week,   1976 15679 

4430  Apr.  13     Thomas  Jefferson  Day,  1976 15819 

4431  Apr.  14    Loyalty  Day,  1976 15821 

4432  Apr.  14     National  Maritime  Day,  1976 15823 

4433  Apr.  15  National  Defense  Transportation  Day  and  National  Transportation  Week,  1976.  .  16133 

4434  Apr.  20     National  Safe  Boating  Week,  1976 16789 

4435  Apr.  20    Earth  Week,  1976 16791 

4436  Apr.  30    Imports  of  ceramic  tableware 18397 

4437  May     5    Mother's  Day,  1976 18643 
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Proc.  Date  Subject                                                                       41   F.R. 

No.  1976  page 

4438  May     7     National  Historic  Preservation  Week,  1976 19193 

4439  May  13     National  Tennis  Week,  1976 19927 

4440  May   19     Prayer  for  Peace,  Memorial  Day,  May  31,  1976 20643 

4441  May  27     Father's  Day,  1976 21753 

4442  May  27     Flag  Day  and  National  Flag  Week,  1976 21755 

4443  May  27     Imports  of  brooms 21757 

4444  June     1     National  Good  Neighbor  Day,  1976 22237 

4445  June  11     Imports  of  stainless  and  alloy  tool  steel 24101,  29089 

4446  June  29     Bicentennial  Independence  Day  ^ 27023 

4447  June  30     National  Bicentennial  Highway  Safety  Year,  1976 27309 

4448  July     2     Captive  Nations  Week,  1976 27707 

4449  July    19     Space  Exploration  Day,   1976 29803 

4450  July  26    Leif  Erikson  Day,  1976 31373 

4451  Aug.  25     Women's  Equality  Day,  1976 36639 

4452  Sept.    1     White  Cane  Safety  Day,  1976 37089 

4453  Sept.    3     Fire  Prevention  Week,  1976 37759 

4454  Sept.    7     United  Nations  Day,  1976 38147 

4455  Sept.    7     Columbus  Day,  1976 38149 

4456  Sept.    8     National  Forest  Products  Week,  1976 38151 

4457  Sept.    8     General  Pulaski's  Memorial  Day,  1976 38485 

4458  Sept.    9     Veterans  Day,  1976 38999 

4459  Sept.  10     National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  1976 39001 

4460  Sept.  13     Citizenship  Day  and  Constitution  Week,  1976 39301 

4461  Sept.  20     National  School  Lunch  Week,  1976 41405 

4462  Sept.  21     National  Employ  the  Handicapped  Week,  1976 41679 

4463  Sept.  21     Imports  of  sugars,  sirups,  and  molasses 41681 

4464  Sept.  22     Child  Health  Day,  1976 41683 

4465  Sept.  29     Country  Music  Month,  1976 43381 

4466  Oct.     4     Imports  of  sugars,  sirups,  and  molasses 44031 

4467  Oct.     7     National  Volunteer  Firemen  Week 44851 

4468  Oct.     8     Native  American  Av^areness  Week,  1976 44853 

4469  Oct.     9     Imports  of  meats 44995 

4470  Oct.    18     Drug  Abuse  Prevention  Week,  1976 46827 

^  Proclamation  4446  is  printed  in  full  on  p.  1928  of  this  volume  as  an  example  of  the  proclamations  issued 
by  President  Ford  in  1976. 
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Proc.         Daie  Subject  41   P.R. 

No.  1976  page 

4471  Oct.   25  American  Education  Week,  1976 47203 

4472  Oct.   25  National  Farm-City  Week,  1976 47205 

4473  Oct.  25  National  Family  Week,  1976 47207 

4474  Oct.   25  Thanksgiving  Day,  1976 47209 

4475  Oct.   25  Wright  Brothers  Day,  1976 47211 

4476  Nov.    4  Emergency  Medical  Services  Week,  1976 49083 

4477  Nov.  16  Imports  of  alloy  tool  steel 50969 

4478  Nov.  26  Imports  of  brandy 52287 

4479  Dec.     1  Bill  of  Rights  Day,  Human  Rights  Day  and  Week,  1976 52977 

4480  Dec.     8  Imports  of  brandy 53967 

EXECUTIVE  ORDERS 

E.O.         Date  Subject  41   P.R. 

No.  197  b  page 

11894  Jan.     3     Membership  increase  of  East-West  Foreign  Trade  Board 1041 

11895  Jan.      6     Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Attorney  General  and  Civil  Service  Com- 

mission to  designate  Presidential  appointees  for  training 1465 

11896  Jan.    13     Establishment  of  United  States  Sinai  Support  Mission 2067 

11897  Jan.    13     Special  pay  for  enlisted  members  of  uniformed  services  who  are  assigned  to  ships 

undergoing  repair  in  designated  foreign  duty  areas 2071 

11898  Jan.    14     Federal  executive  salary  schedule 2365 

11899  Jan.    22    Protection  of  employment  rights  of  Federal  employees  who  leave  to  be  employed 

by  tribal  organizations 3459 

11900  Jan.    22  Inspection  of  tax  returns  by  House  Committee  on  Government  Operations 3461 

11901  Jan.    30  Labor-management  relations  in  the  Federal  service 4807 

11902  Feb.     2  Export  of  nuclear  materials  and  equipment 4877 

11903  Feb.     2  Membership  of  President's  Economic  Policy  Board 4879 

11904  Feb.     6  Establishment  of  Defense  Superior  Service  Medal 5625 

11905  Feb.   18  Reorganization  of  United  States  foreign  intelligence  activities 7703 

11906  Feb.  26  Designation  of  developing  countries  and  eligible  articles  for  trade  preferences.  .  .  .  8758 

11907  Mar.     1     Membership  increase  of  Export  Administration  Review  Board  and  reservation  of 

certain  Presidential  authority 9085 

11908  Mar.  18     Federal  executive  salary  schedule 11805 

11909  Mar.  31     Exemption  of  Walter  C.  Sauer  from  mandatory  retirement 14161 

11910  Apr.  13     Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 

ment to  provide  legal  services  for  disaster  victims 15681 

11911  Apr.  13     Preservation  of  endangered  species  of  fauna  and  flora 15683 

11912  Apr.  13     Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  relating  to  energy  policy  and  conservation.    .    15825 

3001 


Appendix  B 


E.O.         Date  Subject  41   F.R. 

No.  1976  page 

11913  Apr.  26     Collection  of  information  for  import  relief  and  adjustment  assistance 17721 

11914  Apr.  28     Nondiscrimination  with  respect  to  handicapped  in  federally  assisted  programs.  .  .  .    17871 

11915  May   10     Abolishment  of  Energy  Research  and  Development  Advisory  Council 19195 

11916  May  28     Amendment  of  regulations  governing  use  of  Presidential  and  Vice  Presidential 

seals    22031 

11917  May  28     Use  of  sodium  cyanide  on  certain  Federal  lands  for  animal  damage  control 22239 

11918  June     1     Compensation  for  damages  involving  nuclear  reactors  of  United  States  warships.  .  .   22329 

11919  June     9     Delegation  of  Presidential  authority  to  Attorney  General  to  concur  in  designations 

of  Commissioners  from  United  States  Parole  Commission  to  serve  on  National 
Appeals  Board 23663 

11920  June  10     Establishment  of  procedures  for  Presidential  review  of  Civil  Aeronautics  Board 

decisions 23665 

11921  June  11     Adjustment  of  emergency  preparedness  functions  to  reflect  organizational  and 

functional  changes  in  Federal  Government 24294 

11922  June  16     Allocation  of  funds  under  United  States  Emergency  Refugee  and  Migration  Assist- 

ance Fund 24573 

1 1923  June  17     Display  of  flag  at  half  staff  on  death  of  Francis  E.  Meloy,  Jr.,  and  Robert  O.  Waring, 

United  States  officials  in  Lebanon 24689 

11924  June  29     Exemption   of   Arthur   S.   Flemming   from    mandatory   retirement 26847 

11925  June  29    Suspension  of  promotion  restriction  on  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  officers 26849 

11926  July    19     Establishment  of  Vice  Presidential  Service  Badge 29805 

1 1927  July   22     Federal  executive  salary  schedule 30583 

11928  July   26     Exemption  of  Harold  Council  from  mandatory  retirement 31157 

11929  July    26     Incentive  pay  for  enlisted  members  of  uniformed  services  who  are  removed  invol- 

untarily from  aerial  flight  duties 31 159 

11930  July   30     Establishment  of  Federal  Energy  Office 32399 

11931  Aug.    3     Extension  of  diplomatic  privileges  and  immunities  to  Permanent  Observers  to  the 

Organization  of  American  States 32689 

11932  Aug.    4     Classification  of  information  obtained  from  advisory  bodies  created  to  implement 

international  energy  program 32691 

11933  Aug.  25     Termination  of  Federal  Energy  Office 36641 

11934  Aug.  30     Designation  of  developing  countries  and  eligible  articles  for  trade  preferences.  .  .  .   37084 

11935  Sept.    2     Citizenship  requirements  for  Federal  employment 37301 

11936  Sept.    8     Extension  of  date  for  submission  of  final  report  from  President's  Commission  on 

Olympic  Sports 38153 

11937  Sept.  10  Membership  increase  of  Quetico-Superior  Committee 38755 

11938  Sept.  29  Cost  of  living  allowances  and  post  differentials  for  Federal  employees 43383 

1 1939  Sept.  30  Basic  allowances  for  quarters  for  uniformed  services 43705 

11940  Sept.  30  Continuation  of  export  controls 43707 
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E.O.         Date  Subject  41   F.R. 

No.        1976  page 

11941  Oct.     1     Federal  pay  increases 43889 

11942  Oct.  22     Exemption  of  Ashton  C.  Barrett  from  mandatory  retirement 46841 

11943  Oct.  25     Amendment  of  Schedule  3  of  Federal  pay  increases 47213 

11944  Oct.   25     Delegation  of  authority  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  administer  social  security 

fund  in  Northern  Mariana  Islands 47215 

11945  Oct.   25     Development  and  coordination  of  national  physical  fitness  and  sports  program  by 

Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 47217 

11946  Oct.  25     White   House  fellowships 47219 

11947  Nov.    8     Reports    and    investigations    relating    to    administration    of    trade    agreements 

program   49799 

11948  Dec.  20     Continuation  of  certain  Federal  advisory  committees 55705 

42  F.R. 

11949  Dec.  31     Economic  impact  statements 1017 


PRESIDENTIAL  DOCUMENTS  OTHER  THAN  PROCLAMATIONS 
AND  EXECUTIVE  ORDERS 

Date  Subject  41   F.R. 

1976  page 

Jan.       6     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 1702 

Jan.    23     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 4156 

Feb.      3     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  rice  to  Portugal 21167 

Feb.      6     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 6208 

Feb.    17     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  wheat  to  Morocco 21168 

Mar.     2     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  wheat  to  Egypt 21169 

Mar.   16     Memorandum;  Import  relief  for  stainless  and  alloy  tool  steel  industry 11269 

Mar.    18     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 12180 

Mar.    25     Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Egypt 14163 

Apr.    13     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 16434 

Apr.    14     Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Surinam 18281 

Apr.    16     Memorandum:  Adjustment  assistance  for  footwear  industry 16545 

Apr.    26     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals^ 18044 

Apr.    27     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  agricultural  commodities  to  Portugal 21170 

Apr.    30     Memorandum:  Import  relief  for  earthenware  industry 18401 

Apr.    30     Memorandum:  Adjustment  assistance  for  stainless  steel  flatware  industry 18403 

May    10     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  agricultural  commodities  to  Bangladesh 21171 

May    10     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  agricultural  commodities  to  Syria 21172 

^  Printed  in  full  only  in  the  Federal  Register.  Texts  of  the  messages  to  the  Congress  transmitting  budget 
rescissions  and  deferrals  are  printed  as  items  in  this  volume. 
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Date  Subject                                                                              41   p.jj. 

1976  page 

May    13     Letters:  Adjustment  assistance  for  mushroom  industry 20151,  20153 

May    13     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 20383 

May    28     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  wheat  to  Egypt 30005 

May    31     Memorandum:  Denial  of  import  relief  for  iron  blue  pigment  industry 22331 

June      2     Presidential  Determination:  U.S.-Romanian  trade  agreement 23179 

June      9  Presidential    Determination:    Waiver    of    limitations    on    military   assistance   for    African 

countries    25879 

June    30     Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Spain 31161 

July       1    Letters:  Adjustment  assistance  for  shrimp  industry 27709,  27711 

July      6     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 28150 

July     19     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  agricultural  commodities  to  Portugal 32403 

July    28     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals^ 32376 

July    29     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 32570 

July    30     Directive:  Classification  of  national  security  information 32693 

Aug.  24     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 36614 

Aug.  27     Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  Turkey 37561 

Aug.  28     Memorandum:  Denial  of  import  relief  for  honey  industry 36787 

Sept.     2     Letter:  Citizenship  requirements  for  Federal  employment 37303 

Sept.     7     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 38750 

Sept.   14     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 40698 

Sept.  21     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  wheat  to  Egypt 47221 

Sept.  22     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals ' 42346 

Sept.  27     Memorandum:  Consumer  Representation  Plans 42763 

Sept.  30     Presidential  Determination:  Security  supporting  assistance  for  Spain 46579 

Oct.       1     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals" 44298 

Oct.      7     Memorandum:  Availability  of  boycott-related  reports 44862 

Oct.      7     Directive:  Classification  of  national  security  information 45535 

Oct.     18     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  agricultural  commodities  to  Portugal 47223 

Oct.     18     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  tobacco  and  wheat  to  Egypt 47225 

Oct.    22     Memorandum:  Classification  of  national  security  information 47019 

Nov.     5     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 49784 

Nov.     5     Presidential  Determination:  Military  assistance  for  the  Sudan 50625 
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Date  Subject                                                                              41   P.R. 

1976  page 

Nov.     5     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  Chaparral  air  defense  missile  system  to  Tunisia 50627 

Nov.   19     Presidential  Determination:  Sale  of  F/RF-4E  aircraft  to  Turkey 53315 

Dec.     3     Special  message  to  Congress:  Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals  ^ 53744 
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Appendix  C — Presidential  Reports  to  the  94th  Congress, 

2d  Session 


note:  The  following  is  a  listing  of  those  Presidential  reports  required  by  statute  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Congress  at  fixed  intervals. 


Subject 

Foreign  Assistance  Act  of  1974 

Economic    Report 

Food  for  Peace  Program  under  P.L.  480,  83d  Congress  (1974) .  .  . 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (10th  annual) .  . 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  (fiscal  year  1975) 


Progress  in  Cyprus  Negotiations  of  Conflict: 

2d  report 

3d  report 

4th   report 

5th   report 

6th  report — half  of  this  report  transmitted  in  '76,  half  in  '11 .  .  . 


Little  Beaver  Creek H.  Doc.  364 

National  Housing  Goal  (8th  annual) H.  Doc.  368 

Office  of  Alien  Property  (fiscal  year  1974) 

Alaska  Railroad,  Operation  of  (1975) 

National  Voluntary  Service  Advisory  Council  (final)    ..." 


Published 

Sent  to 
the  Congress 

Date  of 
White 
House 
release 

H.  Doc.  337.. 

Jan. 

20... 

Jan.     20 

H.  Doc.  334.. 

Jan. 

26... 

Jan.    26 

H.  Doc.  352.. 

Jan. 

28... 

Jan.    28 

H.  Doc.  346.. 

Feb. 

2... 

Feb. 

4... 

H.  Doc.  361.. 
H.  Doc.  446.. 
H.  Doc.  517.. 
H.  Doc.  578.. 
H.  Doc.  95-2 . 

Feb. 
Apr. 
June 
Aug. 
Oct. 
Jan. 

5... 
9... 
7... 
6... 
5(H) 
6(S) 

Feb.      5 
Apr.     9 
June     7 
Aug.     6 
Oct.      5 

H.  Doc.  364.. 

Feb. 

10... 

Feb.    10 

H.  Doc.  368.. 

Feb. 

16... 

Feb. 

17... 

Feb. 

17... 

National  Science  Board: 

7th  annual H.  Doc.  377 . 

8th  annual H.  Doc.  653  . 

Council  on  Environmental  Quality: 

6th  annual 


Feb.   18. 

Feb.   23. 
Oct.      1 . 


Feb.    23 


7th  annual 

National  Grovi^th  and  Development,  1976. 


National   Mobile   Home   Construction   and   Safety   Standards  Act 
of  1974  (1st  annual) 

Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability: 

5th  quarter 

6th  quarter 

7th  quarter 

International  Economic  Report  (4th  annual) 

War  Risk  Insurance  Program 


Feb.  27(H)   Feb.  27 

Mar.  1(S) 

Oct.   1 .  .  .  Oct.   1 


Feb.  28(H) 
Mar.  2(S) 


Mar.  4. 


Mar.  16.  .  .  Mar.  16 
May  13.  .  .  May  13 
Sept.  8 .  .  .  Sept.  8 


Mar.  17. 


Mar.  17 


Mar.  19(H)  Mar.  19 
Mar.  22(S) 


National  Science  Foundation  (25th  annual) H.  Doc.  415 .  .     Mar.  22 . 


Mar.  22 
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Subject 

Indochina  Migration  and  Refugee  Assistance  Act  of  1975:^ 

3d  supplementary  report 

4th  supplementary  report 

5th  supplementary  report 


Published 


Administration  on  Aging 

Federal  Advisory  Committees  (4th  annual) 

National  Cancer  Program  (3d  annual) 

Peace  Corps  (fiscal  year  1975) 

Availability  of  Government  Services  to  Rural  Areas  (6th  annual)  .  .      H.  Doc.  459 . 

Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (11th  annual) 

Upland  Cotton  (4th  annual) 

Trade  Agreements  Program  (20th  annual) H.  Doc.  469 . 

National  Credit  Union  Administration  (6th  annual) 

Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  (1st  annual) 

U.S.  Sinai  Support  Mission  (1st  semi-annual) 


U.S. -Japan  Cooperative  Medical  Science  Program  under  the  Inter- 
national Health  Research  Act  of  1960  (9th  annual) H.  Doc.  485 . 

Sickle  Cell  Anemia  Control  Act  (3d  annual) 

Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  (6th  quarterly) 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Advisory  Council  (3d  annual) 

Surgeon  General  (20th  annual) 

Special  International  Exhibitions  (12th  annual) 

National  Corporation  for  Housing  Partnerships  (7th  annual) 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Advisory  Council  (3d  annual) 

Railroad  Retirement  Board  (annual) 

Coastal  Zone  Management  (3d  annual) 


Employment   and    Training   Report   of    the   President    (formerly 
called  Manpower  Report  of  the  President) — 14th  annual 

Administration  of  Radiation  Control  for  Health  and  Safety  Act  of 
1968  (8th  annual) 

Federal  Railroad  Safety  Act  of  1970  (5th  annual) 


Six  River  Basin  Commissions  (fiscal  year  1975) H.  Doc.  528 .  . 

New  England  River  Basin  Commission 
Great  Lakes  River  Basin  Commission 
Pacific  Northwest  River  Basin  Commission 
Ohio  River  Basin  Commission 
Missouri  River  Basin  Commission 
Upper  Mississippi  River  Basin  Commission 


Sent  to 
the  Congress 


Mar.  22 . 
June  22 . 
Sept.  21. 

Mar.  23 . 

Mar.  30. 

Apr.     5 . 

Apr.  12. 

Apr.  26. 

Apr.  26. 

Apr.  26. 

Apr.  26. 

Apr.  27. 

Apr.  27. 

Apr.  30. 

May  4. 
May  5. 
May  13. 
May  17. 
May  17. 
May  17. 
May  18. 
May  19. 
May  27. 
May  27. 

June    3 . 

June  9. 
June  9. 
June   15. 


Date  of 
White 
House 
release 


Mar.   23 
Mar.  30 


Apr, 


Apr.   30 


May 

5 

May 

13 

May 

17 

May 

17 

May 

27 

May 

27 

June 

3 

June 

9 

June    15 


^  Transmitted  to  the  House  Committees  on  the  Judiciary,  Appropriations,  and  International  Relations  and 
the  Senate  Committees  on  Foreign  Relations,  Appropriations,  and  the  Judiciary. 
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Subject  Published 

National  Advisory  Council  on  Adult  Education  (fiscal  year  1976) 

ACTION  Agency  (fiscal  year  1975) 

Highway  Safety  and  National  Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Safety 

Acts  of  1966  (1975) 


Aeronautics  and  Space  Report  (1975) H.  Doc.  541 . 

Natural  Gas  Pipeline  Safety  Act  of  1968  (8th  annual) 

St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Development  Corporation  (1975) 

Hazardous  Materials  Control  (6th  annual) 

National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  (10th  annual) 

U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency  (15th  annual) 

Federal  Council  on  the  Aging  (2d  annual) 

Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Act  of  1970  (1974) 

National  Council  on  the  Arts  and  the  National  Endowment  for 

the  Arts  (fiscal  year  1975) 


Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Committee  (3d  annual) 

Commodity  Credit  Corporation  (fiscal  year  1975) 

Department  of  Transportation  (fiscal  year  1975) H.  Doc.  612  . 

National  Cooley's  Anemia  Control  Act  (4th  annual) 


World  Weather  Program  (8th  annual) . 


Sent  to 
the  Congress 

June  17. . . 

June  17. . . 

June  25 . . . 
June  29. . . 
July  2... 
July  20... 
July  20... 
July  20... 
July  29 .  .  . 
Aug.  3  .  .  . 
Aug.    9... 

Aug.  31... 

Sept.    1 .  .  . 

Sept.  13 .  .  . 

Sept.  15.  .  . 

Sept.  28(H) 
Sept.  29(S) 


Date  of 

White 
House 
release 


June   25 
June   29 


July    29 
Aug.     3 

Aug.  31 


Sept.  28 


Sept.  28(H)     Sept.  28 
Sept.  29(S) 


United  Nations  (30th  annual) H.  Doc.  652 .  .     Oct.      1 . 

Commission  on  Security  and   Cooperation  in  Europe   (1st  semi- 
annual   report) 


Oct. 


Indochina  Migration  and  Refugee  Assistance  Act  of  1975^  (6th 

supplementary  report) 

Oregon  Dunes  National  Recreation  Area — ^Wilderness  Unsuitability 

Progress  in  Cyprus  Negotiations  of  Conflict  (7th  report) 

U.S.  Sinai  Support  Mission  (2d  semiannual) H.  Doc.  41 . 

Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  (8th  quarterly) 

Office  of  Alien  Property  (fiscal  year  1975) 

Federal  Energy   Reorganization 


Cash  Awards  to  Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  the  Coast 
Guard : 
fiscal  year  1975 

fiscal  year  1976 


Dec.  12.  . 

Jan.  10... 

Jan.  10... 

Jan.  10... 

Jan.  11... 

Jan.  11... 

Jan.  11... 

Jan.  11... 


Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

10 

Jan. 

11 

Jan. 

11 

Jan.     11 


Jan.  13(H)     Jan.     13 

Jan.  14(S) 

Jan.  13(H)     Jan.     13 

Jan.  14(S) 
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Date  of 

White 

Sent  to  House 

Subject  Published  the  Congress        release 

International  Economic  Report  (5th  annual) Jan.    18 

Economic   Report H.  Doc.  40 .  .  .  Jan.    18 

Availability  of  Government  Services  to  Rural  Areas  (7th  annual) .  .      H.  Doc.  51 .  .  .  Jan.    18 

Federal  Ocean  Program  (1975) H.  Doc.  54 .  .  .  Jan.    19 

National  Housing  Goal  (9th  annual) H.  Doc.  53  .  .  .  Jan.    19 

National  Cancer  Advisory  Board  (3d  annual) Jan.  20 .  .  .     Jan.    20 

U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency  (16th  annual) Jan.  20.  .  .      Jan.    20 

Employment  and  Training  Report  of  the  President  (formerly  called 

Manpovi^er  Report  of  the  President) — 15th  annual Jan.    20.  .  .      Jan.    20 

Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  (fiscal  year  1976) Jan.    20 
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Appendix  D — ^Rules  Governing  This  Publication 

note:  These  rules  are  reprinted  from  the  Federal  Register  of  November  4,  1972  (37  FR  23607),  and  title  1 
of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 


TITLE  l—GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Chapter  1 — Administrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Register 
subchapter  c special  editions  of  the  federal  register 


PART  10— PRESIDENTIAL  PAPERS 

Authority:  44  U.S.C.  1506;  sec.  6,  E.G.  10530, 
19  FR  2709;  3  CFR  1954-1958  Comp.  p.  189. 

Subpart  A — Annual  Volumes 

§  10.1     Publication  required. 

The  Director  of  the  Federal  Register  shall  pub- 
lish, at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  a  special 
edition  of  the  Federal  Register  called  the  "Public 
Papers  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States."  Un- 
less the  amount  of  material  requires  otherwise,  each 
volume  shall  cover  one  calendar  year. 

§10.2     Coverage  of  prior  years. 

After  consulting  with  the  National  Historical  Pub- 
lications Commission  on  the  need  therefor,  the  Ad- 
ministrative Committee  may  authorize  the  publica- 
tion of  volumes  of  papers  of  the  Presidents  covering 
specified  years  before  1957. 

§10.3     Scope  and  sources. 

(a)  The  basic  text  of  each  volume  shall  consist  of 
oral  statements  by  the  President  or  of  writings  sub- 
scribed by  him,  and  selected  from — 

(1)  Communications  to  the  Congress; 

(2)  Public  addresses; 

(3)  Transcripts  of  news  conferences; 

(4)  Public  letters; 

(5)  Messages  to  heads  of  State; 

(6)  Statements  released  on  miscellaneous  subjects; 
and 

(7)  Formal  executive  documents  promulgated  in 
accordance  with  law. 

(b)  In  general,  ancillary  text,  notes,  and  tables 
shall  be  derived  from  official  sources. 


§  10.4     Format,  indexes,  and  ancillaries. 

(a)  Each  annual  volume,  divided  into  books 
whenever  appropriate,  shall  be  separately  published 
in  the  binding  and  style  that  the  Administrative 
Committee  considers  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Office  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

(b)  Each  volume  shall  be  appropriately  indexed 
and  contain  appropriate  ancillary  information  re- 
specting significant  Presidential  documents  not 
printed  in  full  text. 

§  10.5     Distribution  to  Government  agencies. 

(a)  The  Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  distributed  to  the  following, 
in  the  quantities  indicated,  without  charge: 

(1)  Members  of  Congress.  Each  Senator  and  each 
Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  entitled 
to  one  copy  of  each  annual  volume  published  during 
his  term  of  office,  upon  his  written  request  to  the 
Director  of  the  Federal  Register. 

(2)  Supreme  Court.  The  Supreme  Court  is  en- 
titled to  12  copies  of  each  annual  volume. 

(3)  Executive  agencies.  The  head  of  each  execu- 
tive agency  is  entided  to  one  copy  of  each  annual 
volume  upon  applicadon  to  the  Director. 

(b)  Legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  agencies 
of  the  Federal  Government  may  obtain  copies  of 
the  annual  volumes,  at  cost,  for  official  use,  by  the 
timely  submission  of  a  printing  and  binding  requisi- 
tion to  the  Government  Printing  Office  on  Standard 
Form  1. 

§  10.6    Extra  copies. 

Each  request  for  extra  copies  of  the  annual  vol- 
umes must  be  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  agency  or  official 
making  the  request. 


3011 


INDEX 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Abel,  I.W.,  1052 
Abilene,  Tex.,  405-408 
Abortion,  (^  |7],  68  [21],  189  [15],  210 
[6],  287  [2],  333  [16],  674  [34],  763 
[5,  19],  769,  770,  947 
ACTION,  1022 
Addresses  and  remarks 

See  also   Bill   signings;   Meetings  with 
foreign  leaders;   News  conferences 
Abilene,  Tex. 
Arrival,  405 
Jaycees 

Bicentennial    celebration,    question- 

and-answer  session,  406 
Reception,  408 
President  Ford  Committee  volunteers, 
407 
Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Negotia- 
tions, 11 
Agriculture  Department,  resignation  of 

Secretary,  849 
Akron,  Ohio,  departure,  1004 
Alfred  E.  Smith  memorial  dinner,  935 
Alton,  111.,  whistlestop  tour,  907 
Amarillo,  Tex. 
Arrival,  330,  331 

Northern    Texas    Panhandle    Lion's 
Club  dinner,  332 
American  Agricultural  Editors  Associa- 
tion,   question-and-answer    session, 
272 
American  Enterprise  Institute  for  Public 

Policy  Research,  reception,  498 
American  Hellenic  Educational  Progres- 
sive Association,  biennial  congres- 
sional dinner,  302 
American  Indian  leaders,  meeting,  670 
American    Jewish    Committee,    annual 

meeting,  473 
American  leaders  of  East  European  an- 
cestry, 881 
American    Mother's    Committee,    Inc., 

awards  dinner,  431 
American     Retail     Federation,     annual 

meeting,  469 
American  Society  of  Newspaper  Editors, 
question-and-answer  session,  339 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
American  Textile  Manufacturers  Insti- 
tute, national  convention,  260 
Ames,  Iowa,  Iowa  State  University,  904 
AMVETS,  presentation  of  the  Golden 

Helmet  Award,  920 
Anaheim,  Calif.,  California  Peace  Offi- 
cers Association,  annual  convention, 
513 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  University  of  Michi- 
gan 
Address,  784 
Football  team  dinner,  783 
Regents  luncheon,  1032 
Arlington,    Va.,    Northeast    Republican 

Conference,  62 
Armed  Forces  Week  exhibit,  Washing- 
ton Monument,  448 
Asheville,  N.C.,  237,  238 
Association  of  American  Editorial  Car- 
toonists, reception,  434 
Associated  General  Contractors  of  Amer- 
ica, annual  convention,  195 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Dobbins  Air  Force  Base,  arrival,  358 
Freedom  Foundation  dinner,  361 
Military  Order  of  World  Wars,  At- 
lanta Chapter,  annual  service,  359 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

360 
Public     forum,     question-and-answer 
session,  362 
Atlantic  City,  N.J. 
Boardwalk,  973 

National   Aviation    Facilities   Experi- 
mental Center,  972 
New   Jersey   School   Boards   Associa- 
tion, 974 
Battle   Creek,   Mich.,   whistlestop   tour, 

485 
Bay  Pines,  Fla.,  Veterans  Administration 

Center  Hospital,  94 
Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  Hancock  County 

Public  Library,  813 
Bethesda  Naval  Hospital,  annual  physi- 
cal examination,  29 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  Republican  fund- 
raising   dinners,  closed-circuit  tele- 
vision remarks,  861 
Bicentennial    ceremony.    National    Ar- 
chives and  Records  Service,  639 
Bicentennial  Exposition  on  Science  and 
Technology 
Meeting,  71 
Telephone  call,  591 
Bicentennial   Land   Heritage   program, 

message  signing  ceremony,  745 
Big  Brothers  of  America,  award  cere- 
mony, 350 
Biloxi,  Miss.,  Mavar's  Cannery,  815 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Arrival,  419 

President  Ford  Committee  receptions, 
422,  423 
.     Public  forum  and  question-and-ansv^er 
session  sponsored  by  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  420 
Wilson  Park,  421 
Birmingham,  Mich.,  public  rally,  462 
Bloomington,  111.,  whistlestop  tour,  907 
B  nai  B 'rith,  196,  U6 
Boca  Raton,  Fla. 
Royal  Park  Shopping  Center,  160 
Spanish  River  Park,  159 
Bossier  City,  La. 

Ambassador's  Club,  374 
Arrival,  371 

Exchange  w^ith  reporters,  372 
Local     officials,     question-and-answer 
session,  373 
Bow^ling  Green,  Ohio,  Bowling  Green 
State    University,    question-and-an- 
swer session,  580 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  annual  report, 

132 
Boy   of   the   Year   award,   presentation 

ceremony,  309 
Boys/Girls  Nation,  714 
Boynton,  Fla.,  Sunshine  Square  Shop- 
ping Center,  155 
Briney  Breezes,  Fla.,  town  offices,  156 
Bristol,  Tenn.,  arrival,  475 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Limousine  tour,  886 

Yeshiva  of  Flatbush,  High  School,  885 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Broward  County,  Fla.,  Bicentennial  dele- 
gation, 175 
Budget,  Federal 
Message  signing  ceremonies,  21, 244 
News  briefing,  23  (p.  50) 
Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Republican  Party  recep- 
tion, 998 
Buffalo  Grove,  111.,  Buffalo  Grove  High 
School,  question-and-answer  session, 
210 
Busing,  message  signing  ceremony,  614 
Cabinet  meeting  following  Presidential 

election,  1016 
Canyon,  Tex.,  West  Texas  State  Uni- 
versity,    public    forum,     question- 
and-answer  session,  333 
CarUnville,  111.,  whistlestop  tour,  907 
Carter,  Jimmy,  transition  meeting,  1020 
Cederberg,  Repr.   Elford   A.,  reception 

honoring,  178 
Centennial  safe  opening,  the  Capitol,  632 
Central  Intelligence  Agency,   swearing 

in  of  Director,  44 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 

States,  365 
Champaign,Ill.,  188, 189 
Charlotte,  N.C. 
Arrival,  233 

Future  Homemakers  of  America,  235 
President  Ford  Committee  headquar- 
ters, visit,  236 
Reception  honoring  Repr.  James  G. 
Martin,  234 
Chicago,  III. 
Chicago  Council  of  Foreign  Relations, 
question-and-answer  session,  208 
Ford  City  Shopping  Mall,  968 
Northern  Illinois  Newspaper  Associa- 
tion, question-and-answer  session, 
209 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
211 
China,  People's  Republic  of,  U.S.  Liaison 
Office,  Chief 
Designation,  229 
Swearing  in,  340 
Christmas 

Congressional  ball,  1026 
National  Community  Tree  lighting, 
1030 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 

Saints,  gift  presentation,  637 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Arrival,  570 
Fountain  Square,  981 
Hamilton    County    Republican    Club 

breakfast,  571 
Local  labor  leaders,  reception,  572 
Republican  Party  and  President  Ford 
Committee  reception,  573 
Citizen's  Advisory  Council  on  the  Stat- 
us of  Women,  annual  report,  363 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Arrival,  566 

Fleet  Avenue  parade  site,  982 
Golden  Agers  banquet,  568 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  national  av^ards  dinner,  569 
Republican  Party  reception,  567 
Sun     Newspaper     Good     Neighbor 

Awards  banquet,  984 
Taft,  Robert,  Jr.,  fundraising  recep- 
tion, 983 
Columbia,  S.C. 
Governor's  mansion,  951 
South  Carolina  State  Fair,  950 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Fort  Hayes  Career  Center,  1006 
Governor's  Conference  on  Aging,  an- 
nual meeting,  533 
Ohio  State  Capitol,  534,  1005 
Columbus  Day  ceremony,  880 
Commerce  Department,  swearing  in  of 

Secretary,  53 
Community     Services     Administration, 

swearing  in  of  Director,  343 
Concord,  N.H. 
Budget  briefing,  64 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
66 
Conference  on  Ethnicity  and  Neighbor- 
hood Revitalization,  426 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  presenta- 
tion ceremony,  176 
Connally,  John  B.,  endorsement  of  the 

President,  694 
Conroe,  Tex. 
Montgomery  County  War  Memorial, 
389 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Conroe,  Tex. — Continued 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
390 
Coral  Springs,  Fla.,  building,  162 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality,  an- 
nual report,  143 
Covington,  Ky.,  980 
Crime,  radio  address,  988 
Dallas,  Tex. 
Arrivals,  320, 396,  868 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  public  forum 
and  question-and-answer  session, 
398 
Departure,  399 
Exchange  with  reporters,  872 
News  conference,  325 
President  Ford  Committee,  breakfast 

and  receptions,  322, 324,  871 
Rally,  397 

Southern  Methodist  University  School 
of  Business,  briefing  and  question- 
and-answer  session,  321 
Texas  State  Fair 

Board  luncheon,  870 
Opening,  869 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 

85th  Continental  Congress,  349 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Montgomery  County  His- 
torical Museum,  575 
Dearborn,  Mich.,  Midwest  Republican 

Conference,  49 
Deerfield,  Fla.,  Deerfield  Beach  Fishing 

Pier,  161 
Defense  budget  meetings,  172, 194 
Defense  and  foreign  policy  briefing,  77 
Del  Ray  Beach,  Fla.,  157 
Department  of  Defense  Medal  for  Dis- 
tinguished Public  Service,  presenta- 
tion ceremony,  267 
Destrehan,  La.,  SS  Natchez  tour,  812 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Arrivals,  460, 1007 

Economic  Club  of  Detroit,  question- 
and-answer  session,  461 
Devon,  Pa.,  Valley  Forge  Music  Fair, 

978 
Diplomatic  Corps,  682 
Disabled  American  Veterans  National 
Service  and  Legislative  Headquar- 
ters, dedication  ceremonies,  174 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
District  of  Columbia  undercover  opera- 
tions, meeting  with  law  enforcement 
officials,  664 
District   of   Columbia   Masons,    Grand 
Lodge,  Masonic  Medallion  presen- 
tation ceremony,  243 
Dover,  N.H. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  question-and- 

answer  session,  118 
Dover  High  School,  119 
President  Ford  Committee  headquar- 
ters, visit,  120 
Drug  abuse,  129,  367 
Durand,  Mich.,  whistlestop  tour,  485 
Durham,  N.H. 

News  conference,  67 
University  of  New  Hampshire,  ques- 
tion-and-answer  session,  68 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  sign- 
ing ceremony,  30 
Economic  statistics,  question-and-answer 

session,  555 
El  Paso,  Tex. 
Arrival,  326 

Bicentennial     commemoration     cere- 
mony, 329 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

328 
Texas   Grain   and   Feed   Association, 
annual  convention,  question-and- 
answer  session,  327 
El    Toro    Marine    Corps    Air    Station, 

Calif.,  arrival,  510 
Election  eve,  recorded  remarks,  1011 
Elementary  and  secondary  education  re- 
form,  message   signing   ceremony, 
168 
Energy,  message  signing  ceremony,  139 
Evansville,  Ind. 
Arrival,  355 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

357 
Public     forum,     question-and-answer 
session,  356 
"Face  the  Nation,"  CBS  interview,  560 
Federal  Council  on  Aging,  swearing  in 

of  members,  932 
Federal  Election  Commission 
Reconstitution,  102,  145 
Swearing  in  of  members,  500 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Federal    Energy    Administration,    Na- 
tional    Energy     Outlook     Report, 
meeting,  177 
Federal  Summer  Employment  Program 
for  Youth,  message  and  memoran- 
dum signing  ceremony,  310 
Financial  assistance  for  health  care,  mes- 
sage signing  ceremony,  135 
Findley,  Ohio,  Elks  Lodge,  579 
Flint,  Mich.,  whistlestop  tour,  485 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Farm     forum,     question-and-answer 

session,  288 
Key  to  city,  presentation,  289 
Foreign  assistance  legislation,  veto,  436 
Foreign    exchange    students,    1975-76, 

665 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. 
Arrival,  88 
Budget  briefing,  89 
President  Ford  Committee  volunteers, 
90 
Fort  Myers,  Fla. 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

96 
Rally,  question-and-answer  session,  95 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Arrival,  414 
President      Ford      Committee      and 

Friends  of  Ford  reception,  416 
Public     forum,     question-and-answer 
session,  415 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.  - 
Arrival,  379 

Fort  Worth-Tarrant  County  Bar  As- 
sociation, luncheon,  380 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
381 
Fountain  Valley,  Calif.,  recreation  cen- 
ter, 954 
Fourth  of  July,  message,  641 
Freeland,  Mich.,  arrival,  487 
Fresno,  Calif.,  263,  264 
General  Aviation  Manufacturers  Asso- 
ciation, meeting,  538 
General  revenue  sharing,  briefings,  57, 

417,  551,  552 
George  C.  Marshall  Memorial  Corridor 
at  the  Department  of  Defense,  dedi- 
cation ceremonies,  348 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Glendale,  Calif. 

"Days  of  the  Verdugos"  Festival,  864 
Exchange  with   reporters,   865 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Arrival,  486 

Gerald  R.  Ford  Health  and  Physical 
Education   Building,   dedication, 
1010 
Mural  unveiUng  ceremony,  1013 
Rally,  1009 
Green  Bay,  Wis. 
Arrival,  290 

Green    Bay    Packers   Hall   of   Fame 
Building,  dedication  ceremonies, 
291 
President  Ford  Committee  volunteers, 

292 

Public    forum,     question-and-answ^er 

session,  293 

Greensboro,  N.C.,  news  conference,  212 

Guatemala,  U.S.  disaster  assistance,  103 

Guilford,    N.C.,    Courthouse    National 

Military  Park,  213 
Gulf  port,  Miss.,  Main  Post  Office,  814 
Handicapped    American    of    the    Year, 

award  ceremony,  369 
Hartford,  Conn.,  State  Republican  con- 
vention, 672 
Hatch  Act  amendments,  veto,  334 
Hauppauge,  N.Y.,  Colonic  Hill,  1000 
Hawthorne,  Calif.,  Rockwell  Interna- 
tional Cooperation  Employees,  858 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, Commissioner  of  Education 
Nomination,  792 
Swearing  in,  915 
Health  care,  message  signing  ceremony, 

135 
Hempstead,  N.Y., 
Long  Island  labor  and  business  lead- 
ers, 1001 
Nassau    County    Veterans    Memorial 
Cohseum,  1002 
Hickory,  N.C.,  Lenoir  Rhyne  College, 

question-and  answer  session,  240 
Highland,  Fla.,  Seagate  Highland  Con' 

dominiums,  158 
Holm,  Jeanne,  appointment  as  Special 
Assistant     to     the     President     for 
Women,  193 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Honor  America  program,  642 
House  Budget  Committee,  meeting  with 

Members,  194 
Houston,  Tex. 
Arrivals,  382,  994 
Campaign  rally,  question-and-answer 

session,  385 
Greater  Houston  Builders  and  Con- 
tractors Associations,  forum  and 
question-and-answer  session,  383 
Houston  Music  Theatre,  995 
News  conference,  387 
President  Ford  Committee  receptions, 

384,  386 
Texas  Nursing  Home  Association,  an- 
nual meeting,  388 
Independence,   Mo.,   Harry   S  Truman 
Statue,  dedication  ceremonies,  447 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Arrivals,  351,  609 

Butler  University,  public  forum,  ques- 
tion-and-answer session,  352 
Indiana      Broadcasters      Association, 
statewide    convention,    question- 
and-answer  session,  354 
Local    officials,    briefing    on    general 

revenue  sharing,  417 
News  conference,  418 
President     Ford     Committee     head- 
quarters, visit,  353 
Scottish  Rite  Cathedral,  979 
United  States  Jaycees,  annual  conven- 
tion, 610 
Inland  Daily  Press  Association,  question- 
and-answer  session,  138 
Intelligence  Oversight  Board,  meeting, 

124 
Irving,  Tex.,  Bar  Association  Law  Day 

dinner,  323 
Italian-American     Foundation     dinner, 

787 
Italy,  U.S.  disaster  assistance,  493 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Exchange  with  reporters,  704 
Republican  Party  reception,  703 
Japanese-American  Internment  in  World 
War  II,  proclamation  signing  cere- 
mony, 111 
Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  rally,  476 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Joliet,  111.,  whistlestop  tour,  907 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  whistlestop  tour,  485 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
New  York  delegation,  729 
Acceptance  speech,  733 
Campaign  workers,  731 
President  Ford  Committee  staff,  728 
President  Ford  Youth  Group,  727 
Reagan,     Ronald,      question-and-an- 

swer  session  with,  730 
Republican       National       Committee 

breakfast  and  visit,  726, 734 
Vice-Presidential  running  mate,  an- 
nouncement, 732 
Keene,  N.H. 
Arrival,  115 

Harper's  Acres  Retirement  Home,  117 
Keene    High    School,    question-and- 
answer  session,  116 
La  Crosse,  Wis. 
Arrival,  265 

Mary    E.    Sawyer    Municipal    Audi- 
torium, question-and-answer  ses- 
sion, 266 
La  Mesa,  Calif.,  Grossmont  Shopping 

Center,  955 
Labor  Day,  755 
Labor  Department,  Secretary 
Nomination,  25 
Swearing  in,  75 
Laguna  Hills,  Calif.,  Rossmoor  Leisure 

World,  512 
Lake  Worth,  Fla.,  City  Hall,  152 
Langhorne,  Pa.,  Oxford  Valley  Mall,  996 
Langley  Air  Force  Base,  Va.,  arrival,  50 
Lansing,  Mich.,  whistlestop  tour,  485 
Lantana,  Fla.,  Bicentennial  Park,  153 
Las  Vegas,  Nev. 
Arrival,  515 
International    Council    of    Shopping 

Centers,  convention,  516 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
517 
Lawton,  Okla.,  arrival,  866 
Lebanon 

Assassination  of  U.S.  embassy  officials, 

599,  606 
Evacuation  of  American  citizens,  607, 
608 
Lima,  Ohio,  Lima  Mall,  578 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  ceremony  commem- 
orating birth,  80 
Lincoln,  111.,  whistlestop  tour,  907 
Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Nebraska  Educational  Secretaries  As- 
sociation, 445 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

446 
University  of  Nebraska,  444 
Lincoln  Day  Dinner  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,     telephone     remarks     from 
White  House,  221 
Livonia,    Mich.,    Wonderland    Center, 

1008 
Longview,  Tex.,  arrival,  376 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Los  Angeles  Press  Club,  question-and- 
answer  session,  523 
President  Ford  Committee  dinner  and 

reception,  262,  863 
San   Fernando   Valley   Business   and 

Professional  Association,  862 
University  of  Southern  California,  860 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Armed  Forces  Day  dinner,  484 
Armed  Forces  Reserve  bill,  signing 

ceremony,  493 
Arrival,  481 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
482 
Lubbock,  Tex. 
Arrival,  400 
President  Ford  Committee  receptions, 

403,  404 
Texas  Technological  University 
Public  forum,  401 

Students,  question-and-answer  ses- 
sion, 402 
Lutcher,  La.,  SS  Natchez  tour,  812 
Lyndon     Baines      Johnson     Memorial 

Grove,  dedication  ceremony,  304 
Magna  Carta  delegation,  554 
Manchester,  N.H.,  arrival,  63 
Mao  Tse-tung,  death,  767 
Marion,  111. 
Arrival,  191 

John  A.  Logan  Community  College, 
question-and-answer  session,  192 
Martin,  Repr.  James  G.,  reception  honor- 
ing, 234 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Medford,  Oreg. 
Arrival,  501 
Library  Park,  502 
Memorial    Day    ceremonies,    Arlington 

National  Cemetery,  544 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Arrival,  477 

Cornmerce  Square  Fountain,  dedica- 
tion ceremonies,  478 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

479 
Republican  Party  reception,  480 
Mexico-United  States  Interparliamentary 

Conference,  reception,  137 
Miami,  Fla. 
Naturalization  ceremony,  148 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

99,  149 
South  Florida  Chapter  Federal  Bar  As- 
sociation dinner,  97 
Villa  Maria  Nursing  and  Retirement 
Center,  819 
Miami  Beach,  Fla. 

International  Association  of  Chiefs  of 

Police,  annual  conference,  818 
National    Parkinson   Institute,   fund- 
raising  dinner,  98 
Michigan,  western,  question-and-answer 

session  with  businessmen,  308 
Michigan   Association   of   Broadcasters, 

reception,  435 
Middletown,  Ohio,  574 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Ethnic    organizations,     question-and- 
answer  session,  283 
Ford-Dole  Committee  reception,  990 
News  conference,  282 
President  Ford  Committee  volunteers, 

285 
Wisconsin    Association    of   Manufac- 
turers and  Commerce,  question- 
and-answer  session,  284 
Wisconsin  Education  Association,  an- 
nual meeting,  989 
Missing  in  action  in  Vietnam,  efforts  to 

account  for,  762 
Mission  Viejo,  Calif.,  10th  anniversary, 
511 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 

Mobile,  Ala.,  Bates  Field,  Municipal  Air- 
port, 817 

Monticello,  Va.,  naturalization  cere- 
monies, 649 

Multiple  Sclerosis  Mother  and  Father  of 
the  Year  award,  454 

Nashua,  N.H.,  Chamber  of  Commerce 
dinner,  65 

National  Air  and  Space  Museum,  dedi- 
cation ceremonies,  631 

National  Alliance  of  Businessmen,  recep- 
tion, 306 

National  Association  of  Broadcasters, 
Portland,  Oreg.,  964 

National  Association  of  Secondary 
School  Principals,  annual  conven- 
tion, 105 

National  Bicentennial  Salute  to  Small 
Business,  award  luncheon,  470 

National  Commission  on  the  Observ- 
ance of  International  Women's 
Year,  1976,  report,  634 

National  Defense  University,  dedication 
ceremonies,  1075 

National  Education  Association,  Bicen- 
tennial Commemorative  Plaque, 
presentation  ceremony,  14 

National  Exchange  Club,  annual  conven- 
tion, 663 

National  Farm  Credit  Bureau,  Directors, 
793 

National  Federation  of  Business  and  Pro- 
fessional Women's  Clubs,  reception, 
179 

National  Federation  of  Republican 
Women,  791 

National  Governors'  Conference 
Dinner,  131 
Winter  meeting,  126 

National  Guard  Association,  general  con- 
ference, 749 

National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week 
Proclamation  signing  ceremony,  76^ 
Reception,  788 

National  League  of  Cities,  216 

National  League  of  Families  of  Ameri- 
can Prisoners  and  Missing  in  South- 
east Asia,  689 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 

National  Medal  of  Science  awards  cer- 
emony, 914 

National  Newspaper  Association,  ques- 
tion-and-answer  session,  231 

National  Prayer  Breakfast,  37 

National  Religious  Broadcasters  and  Na- 
tional Association  of  Evangelicals, 
combined  convention,  125 

National  Retired  Teachers  Association 
and  American  Association  of  Re- 
tired Persons,  24 

National  Teacher  of  the  Year  Award, 
219 

National  Teenage  Republican  Leader- 
ship Conference,  603 

Native  American  Awareness  Week, 
proclamation  signing  ceremony,  867 

NATO  Council,  swearing  in  of  U.S. 
Representative,  927 

NBC  News  interview,  6 

New  City,  N.Y.,  Rockland  County 
Courthouse,  892 

New  Orleans,  La.,  SS  Natchez  tour,  812 

New  York,  N.Y. 

Alfred  E.  Smith  Memorial  dinner,  935 
Operation   Sail,  New  York  Harbor, 

647 
Republican  National  Committee  din- 
ner, 887 

Newark,  N.J.,  arrival,  561 

Niles,   Mich.,  whistlestop  tour,  485 

Noise  standards  for  commercial  aircraft, 
exchange  with  reporters,  934 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, 595 

Northbrook,  111.,  Allstate  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 969 

Ocean  Ridge,  Fla.,  154 

Office  of  Science  and  Technology  Policy 
Establishment,  message  signing  cere- 
mony, 244 
Swearing  in  of  Director,  724 

Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  remarks 
and  question-and-answer  session, 
217 

Older  Americans,  message  signing  cere- 
mony, 69 

Older  Americans  Month,  proclamation 
signing  ceremony,  300 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Olympics 
Funding  for  1980  winter  games,  mes- 
sage signing  ceremony,  438 
U.S.  team,  658,  659,  716 
Omaha,  Nebr. 
Arrival,  439 

Bergan-Mercy  Hospital,  groundbreak- 
ing ceremonies,  440 
Farm     forum,     question-and-answer 

session,  442 
President  Ford  Committee  receptions, 
441,  443 
Orlando,  Fla.,  86,  87 
Paramus,  N.J.,  Garden  State  Plaza,  893 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  952,  953 
Pascagoula,  Miss.,  Beach  Park,  816 
Paterson,  N.J. 
Bergen    County    business    and    civic 

leaders,  reception,  563 
Great   Falls    National    Historic    Site, 
dedication,  562 
Pendleton,  Oreg. 
Agricultural  organizations,  reception, 

509 
Arrival,  507 

Pendleton  Memorial  Armory,  508 
Peoria,  111. 
Arrival,  184 

Bradley  University,  Everett  McKinley 
Dirksen  forum,  question-and-an- 
swer session,  185 
Mohammed  Shrine  Temple,  186 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
187 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Independence  Hall,  645 
International    Eucharistic    Congress, 

720 
Italian  Market,  806 

Luncheon  honoring  the  President,  646 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Dela- 
ware President  Ford  Committees 
reception,  804 
Plymouth  Meeting  Hall,  977 
Polish- American  Congress,  805 
Presidential  campaign  debate,  803 
Republican  Party  fundraising  dinner, 
976 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Pittsburgh,    Pa.,    Pittsburgh    Economic 
Club,   question-and-answer  session, 
967 
Plattsburgh,  N.Y.,  U.S.  Olympic  Team, 

658,  659 
Pontiac,  111.,  whistlestop  tour,  907 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Arrivals,  503,  962 
Departure,  965 

National  Association  of  Broadcasters, 

question-and-answer  session,  964 

Republican     Party — ^President     Ford 

Committee  reception,  504 
Sheraton-Portland  Hotel,  remarks,  963 
Warner  Pacific   College,   commence- 
ment address,  506 
World    Affairs    Council    of   Oregon, 
question-and-answer  session,  505 
Portsmouth,    N.H.,    Newington    Plaza 

Shopping  Center,  121 
President  Ford  Committee,  national 
Ethnic  Affairs  Committee,  846 
Headquarters,  visits,  10,  722 
Resignation  of  Chairman,  273 
Presidential    debates,    question-and-an- 
swer session  with  reporters,  750 
Presidential  election 

Remarks  awaiting  results,  1012 
Remarks  on  eve  of  the  elections,  1011 
Remarks  on  results,  1014 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  presen- 
tation ceremony,  76,  281,  716,  900, 
1052,  1061 
President's   Committee   on   Urban   De- 
velopment and  Neighborhood  Re- 
vitalization,  interim  report,  931 
President's    Foreign    Intelligence    Ad- 
visory Board,  swearing  in  of  Chair- 
man and  members,  279 
Primary  election  results 
Alabama,  427 
California,  585 
Florida,  198 
Georgia,  427 
Indiana,  427 
Maryland,  497 
Michigan,  497 
New  Jersey,  585 
Ohio,  585 
Wisconsin,  307 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Professional  athletes  prayer  brunch,  100 
Public  Works  Employment  Act,  veto, 

652 
Puerto   Rico,  summit  conference,  550, 

618-621 

Radio  addresses 

Crime,  988 

Future  Goals  for  America,  1003 
Inflation,  957 
Peace,  985 
Senior  citizens,  971 
Taxes,  966 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation,    question-and-answer     ses- 
sion, 48 
Raleigh,    N.C.,    North    Carolina    State 

Fair,  949 
Rantoul,     111.,     Chanute     Community 

Foundation  reception,  190 
Regulatory  reform,  meeting  with  com- 
missioners, 314 
Republican  National  Committee 
Executive  Committee,  617 
Reception,  142 
Republican  National  Hispanic  Assembly, 

first  annual  banquet,  702 
Republican  Party  leaders,  meeting,  1025 
Republican    Party    Senate-House    fund- 
raising  dinner,  278 
Reserve,  La.,  SS  Natchez  tour,  812 
Richmond,  Va.,  State  Capitol  grounds, 

948 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  departure,  999 
Rockford,  111. 
Arrival,  202 
Cherryvale  Mall,  205 
Farm  forum,  question-and-answer  ses- 
sion, 203 
Greater  Rockford  Tool,  Die  and  Ma- 
chining Association,  204 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
206 
Roseville,  Mich.,  463 
Russell,  Kans.,  picnic  honoring  Senator 

Robert  Dole,  735 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  Saginaw  Township  Bi- 
centennial Park, 488 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
American  Farm   Bureau  Federation, 
annual  convention,  8 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
St.  Louis,  Mo — Continued 

Arrivals,  7, 991 

Luther  Ely  Smith  Memorial  Park,  993 

Northwest  Plaza,  909 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

Arrival,  91 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
93 

Senior  citizens  group,  92 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Alamo,  317 

Arrival,  316 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
319 

Republican  Party  reception,  question- 
and-answer  session,  318 
San  Diego,  Calif. 

Arrival,  518 

Chamber  of  Commerce  and  San  Diego 
Council  of  the  Navy  League,  519 

Exchange  with  reporters,  956 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
520 

Southwest  Border  Economic  Region, 
establishment,  958 

Theresa  Janene,  remarks   on  board, 
521 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

American  Textile  Manufacturers  Insti- 
tute, annual  convention,  260 

Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  estab- 
lishment, 853 

Exchange   with   reporters,  259,   852, 
855, 856 

President  Ford  Committee  luncheon 
and  party,  261,  857 

Presidential  campaign  debate,  854 
San  Jose,  Calif. 

Arrival,  524 

Center  for  the  Performing  Arts,  525 

Departure,  532 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
526 

San  Jose  Foreign  Trade  Zone,  lun- 
cheon, 527 
Sarasota,  Fla. 

Arrival,  163 

Sarasota  Shrine  Hall,  164 
Schaumberg,  111.,  Woodfield  Shopping 
Mall,  970 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Arrival,  959 
Pier  57,  960 

Veterans  Administration  Hospital,  961 
Senate  Armed  Services  and  Appropria- 
tions Committees,  meeting,  172 
Shouse,  Catherine  Filene,  559,  1052 
Shreveport,    La.,    Louisiana    National 

Guard  Military  Ball,  375 
Small  Business  Administration,  swear- 
ing in  of  Administrator,  82 
Social  security  benefit  indexing  act,  pro- 
posed, 601 
Social  Security  Trust  Fund,  meeting  with 

administration  officials,  432 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  595 
Southern  Republican  leaders,  meeting, 

7%6 
Springfield,  111. 
Farm  forum,  question-and-answer  ses- 
sion, 181 
Lincoln  Home  National  Visitor's  Cen- 
ter, cornerstone  unveiling,  180 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

183 
Teachers  of  children  with  impaired 

hearing,  182 
Whisdestop  tour,  907 
Springfield,  Mo. 
Arrival,  588 

Missouri  Republican  Convention,  589 
Springfield,  Ohio 
Snyder  Park,  576 
Springfield  Art  Center,  577 
Spruce  Pine,  N.C.,  arrival,  239 
State  Department,  swearing  in  of  Chief 

of  Protocol,  680 
State  of  the  Union  Address 

1976,  19 

1977,  1057 

Swine  flu  immunization  program,  257, 

718 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Onondaga  County  War 

Memorial  Auditorium,  997 
Tampa,  Fla. 
Arrival,  165 

Austin  Building  Complex,   166 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
167 
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Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Task  Force  on  Questionable  Corporate 

Payments  Abroad,  277,  592 
Teton  Dam,  Idaho,  collapse,  583,  587 
Texas  Republican  delegation,  253 
"Today"  program,  NBC  interview,  778 
Toledo,  Ohio,  departure,  581 
Truman,  Harry  S,  statue  dedication,  447 
Tyler,  Tex. 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

377 
Tyler    Junior    College,    question-and- 
answer  session,  378 
Union,  N.J.,  President  Ford  Committee 

reception,  894,  895 
United  Kingdom,  U.S.  Ambassador 
Nomination,  16 
Swearing  in,  112 
United  Nations,  U.S.  Representative 
Nomination,  133 
Swearing  in,  218 
United  States  Conference  of  Mayors,  38, 

216 
United  States  Industrial  Payroll  Savings 

Committee,  28 
United  States  Jaycees,  610,  790 
United  States-Soviet  Treaty  on  Under- 
ground    Nuclear     Explosions     for 
Peaceful    Purposes,    signing    cere- 
mony, 540 
Vail,  Colo. 

Arrival  for  Christmas  holidavs,  1033 
Exchange    with    reporters,    737,    740 
742,  1039,  1040, 1042 
Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  Valley  Forge   State 

Park,  643,  644 
Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  arrival,  522 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  annual  con- 
gressional dinner,  197 
Vice-Presidential  campaign  debate,  tele- 
phone   conversation    with    Senator 
Robert  Dole,  906 
Viking  I,  landing  on  Mars,  679 
Villanova,  Pa.,  Villanova  University,  975 
Waco,  Tex. 
Arrival,  391 
Baylor     University,     question-and-an- 

swer  session,  392 
Departure,  395 

President  Ford  Committee  reception, 
394 


Addresses  and  remarks — Continued 
Waco,  Tex — Continued 
Waco  Suspension  Bridge,  restoration 
project,  393 
Walnut  Creek,  Calif. 
President  Ford  Committee  reception, 

531 
Rossmoor  Golden  Rain  Foundation, 

529 
Rossmoor  President  Ford  Committee 

reception,  530 
Town  square,  528 
West  Bend,  Wis.,  public  forum,  ques- 

tion-and-answer  session,  287 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 
Arrival,  150 

West  Palm  Beach  Mall,  151 
West  Orange,  N.J. 

Republican      Committee      members, 

meeting,  565 
Republican  Party  reception,  564 
Wheaton,  III.,  Wheaton  College,  ques- 

tion-and-answer  session,  207 
White  House  Fellows,  reception,  471 
White  Plains,  N.Y.,  City  Hall,  891 
Wilkesboro,  N.C.,  West  Wilkes  High 
School,  question-and-answer  session, 
215 
Williamsburg,  Va. 
Departure  from  White  House,  942 
Dinner  toasts  with  Governor  Godwin, 

52 
Langley  Air  Force  Base,  arrival,  50 
Presidential  campaign  debate,  947 
Virginia  General  Assembly,  51 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  Hanes  Mall,  214 
Wolf  Trap  Farm  Park,  Va.,  559 
Women  in  top-level  Government  posi- 
tions, briefing,  366 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyo.,  743 
Young  Republican  Conference,  39 
Administration  on  Aging,  248 
Administration's  goals  and  achievements, 
67  [11],  68,  116,  231  [4],  339  [15], 
672,  684,  733,925  [10],  947 
Advisory  Committee  on  Federal  Pay,  844 
Advisory  Committee  for  Trade  Negotia- 
tions, 11 
AFL-CIO.   See  American  Federation  of 
Labor-Congress   of   Industrial   Orga- 
nizations 
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Africa 
See  also  specific  country 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Interview  remarks,  778 
Kissinger,  Henry  A.,  trip,  396,  406,  770 
News  conference  remarks,  763  [1,  16] 
U.S.  policy,  372,  378  [7],  420  [5],  552, 

566,  576,  807 
U.S.  trade,  420  [8] 

University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
Agency.  See  other  part  of  title 
Aging,  Federal  Council  on  the,  708,  932 
Aging,  Ohio  Governor's  Conference  on, 

533 
Agriculture,  Department  of 
See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Budget  rescissions   and   deferrals,   227, 

697,  1069 
Emergency    livestock    feed    assistance, 

1029 
Farm  forums.  See  Farm  forums 
Financial  assistance  programs,  558 
Forest  and  Rangeland  Renewable  Re- 
sources Planning  Act  of  1974,  170 
Grain  inspection  system,  939 
Predator  control  reorganization,  1082 
Rabbit  meat  inspection,  911 
Secretary,  181,  200,  272,  288,  327,  415, 

626,  793,  849,  852 
Texas  Grain  and  Feed  Association,  327 
Agricultural    resources    conservation    act, 

veto,  922 
Agricultural  Policy  Committee,  181,  200 
Aguirre,  Edward,  792,  915 
Agricultural    Development,    International 

Fund  for,  1037 
Agriculture  and  agricultural  programs 
Administration's  policy,  333  [6],  507, 735 
Agricultural  Policy  Committee,  181,  200 
American  Agricultural  Editors  Associa- 
tion, 272 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  re- 
marks, 8 
Commodities  prices  limitations,  327  [4] 
Employment  opportunities,  287  [7] 
Farm  forums.  See  Farm  forums 
Future  Farmers  of  America,  presenta- 
tion of  plaque  to  President  287  [8] 
Iowa  State  University,  remarks,  904 
Legislation,  685 


Agriculture  and  agricultural  programs — 
Continued 
National    Farm    Credit    Directors,    re- 
marks, 793 
Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  217 
President's  views,  321  [1] 
Rural  development  legislation,  301 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
Texas  Grain  and  Feed  Association,  327 
Trade  agreements,  189  [1] 
Aid  to  families  with  dependent  children, 

legislation,  685 
Ailes,  Stephen,  107  [1,  10],  124,  199 
Air  Force,  U.S. 
R.O.T.C.  programs,  Bradley  University, 

185  [2] 
Secretary,  1076 
Air  and  Space  Museum,  National,  631 
Air  Transportation  Policy,  Economic  Policy 
Board  Task  Force  on  International, 
765 
Aircraft  and  aviation 
B-1  bomber,  356  [12],  385  [4],  401  [7], 

405 
B-52  bomber,  385  [4] 
Concorde,  356  [10] 
Industry  regulation,  1072 
International  carriage,  1063 
International  transportation  policy,  765 
Legislation,  685 
Manufacturers,  538 
News  conference  remarks,  67  [3] 
Noise  standards,  862, 934,  941, 959 
Regulatory  reform,  1060 
Airport    and    Airway    Development    Act 

Amendments,  661, 662 
Akron,  Ohio,  1004 
Alabama 

Birmingham   Chamber    of   Commerce, 

public  forum,  420 
Birmingham  President  Ford  Committee, 

422, 423 
President's  visit,  419-423,  817 
Primary  results,  427 
Alaska  Conservation  Act,  proposed,  746 
Alaska  Natural  Gas  Transportation  Act, 

945 
Alaska  pipeline,  657  [12],  685 
Albert,  Repr.  Carl,  33, 551 
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Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alcoholism  Prevention 

Treatment,    and    Rehabilitation    Act 

Amendments,  Comprehensive,  693 
Aliens,  illegal,  373  [8] 
Allied  v^artime  veterans  medical  benefits 

bill,  remarks  upon  signing,  897 
Allstate  Insurance  Company,  969 
Alton,  111.,  907 
Amarillo,  Tex.,  330-332 
Ambassador,  U.S.  See  country  to  which 

assigned 
America,  President's  assessment,  389 
American  Agricultural  Editors  Association, 

272 
American  Association  of  Retired  Persons, 

24 
American  Textile  Manufacturers  Institute, 

national  convention,  260 
American  Enterprise  Institute  for  Public 

Policy  Research,  498 
American  families.  President's  viev^s,  266 

[15] 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  8 
American   Federation   of  Labor-Congress 
of    Industrial    Organizations,    Presi- 
dent, 23  (p.  65) 
American  Field  Service,  665 
American  Folklife  Center,  5 
American   Hellenic   Educational   Progres- 
sive Association,  302 
American  Jew^ish  Committee,  473 
American  Mother's  Committee,  Inc.,  431 
American  Retail  Federation,  469 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Abilene  (Tex.)  Jaycees  Bicentennial  cele- 
bration, 406 
Bicentennial  Charter  for  Older  Ameri- 
cans, 300 
Bicentennial  delegation,  Brov^ard  Coun- 
ty, Fla.,  175 
Bicentennial  Exposition  on  Science  and 

Technology,  71 
Bicentennial  Independence  Day,  Procla- 
mation 4446,  623 
Bicentennial   Land   Heritage   program, 

743,  745,  746, 1084 
Bicentennial  gifts  to  U.S. 
Canada,  600 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  637 


American  Revolution  Bicentennial — Con. 
Bicentennial  gifts  to  U.S. — Continued 
France,  499 
Japan,  624 
Norway,  636 
B'nai  B'rith  International  Bicentennial 

Convention,  196 
Centennial  safe  opening  at  the  Capitol, 

632 
Columbus  Day,  880 
Commemoration    ceremony.    El    Paso, 

Tex.,  329 
Diplomatic  Corps,  remarks,  682 
Fourth  of  July  message,  641 
Guilford  Courthouse  National  Military 

Park,  remarks,  213 
Honor  America  program,  642 
Italian-American  Foundation,  787 
Nashua,  N.H.,  Chamber  of  Commerce 

dinner,  65 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service, 

ceremony,  639 
National  Education  Association  Bicen- 
tennial Commemorative  Plaque,  14 
National  Teacher  of  the  Year,  presenta- 
tion of  Bicentennial  Medal,  219 
Naturalization  ceremonies  at  Monticello, 

Va.,  649 
Operation  Sail,  U.S.S.  Forrestal,  Nev^ 

York  Harbor,  647 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  645,  646 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  488 
Science  and  Technology  Exposition,  591 
Small  business,  salute  to,  470 
Valley  Forge  State  Park,  Pa.,  643 
Virginia   General   Assembly,   Williams- 
burg, 51 
Waco  Suspension  Bridge,  393 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Admin- 
istration, 1046 
American  Society  of  Newspaper  Editors, 

339 
American  States,  Organization  of,  682 
American  Textile  Manufacturers  Institute, 

260 
Ames,  Iowa,  904 

Amnesty.  See  Executive  clemency 
Amtrak,  95 
AMVETS,  920 
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Anaheim,  Calif.,  513 
Anders,  William  A.,  315 
Anderson,  George  W.,  199 
Andreotti,  Giulio,  1023, 1024 
Andrus,  Ethel  Percy,  24 
Angola 
Cuban  involvement,  160, 266  [7, 12],  385 

[2] 
Farm  forum  remarks,  Rockford,  111.,  203 
Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  33 
National  Front  for  the  Liberation  of  An- 
gola [FNLA],  266  [7],  505,  523  [5] 
NBC  News  interview,  6 
News  conference  remarks,  282  [8],  387 

[32],  535  [5] 
Popular  Movement  for  the  Liberation  of 
Angola  [MPLA],  266  [7],  505,  523 

.[5] 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [5,  16] 
Soviet  involvement,  266  [7, 12] 
Union   for  the  Total  Independence  of 
Angola  [UNITA],  266  [7],  505, 523 
[5] 
U.S.  policy  7,  8,  68  [6],  116,  118,  138 
[4],  266  [7,  12] 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  783,  784, 1032 
Anthony,  Susan  B.,  85 
Antitrust 
Legislation,  224,  240  [7],  398  [8],  417, 

836 
Violations,  68  [7],  95, 185  [1] 
Antitrust   Improvements  Act,  Hart-Scott- 
Rodino,  836 
Appointments  and  nominations 

Commerce  Department,  Secretary,  53 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, Commissioner  of  Education, 
792 
Labor  Department,  Secretary,  25 
National  Commission  on  the  Observance 
of    International    Women's    Year, 
1975,  presiding  officer,  634 
State  Department,  U.S.  Ambassador  to 

the  United  Kingdom,  16 
White  House  staff 

Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for 

Women,  193 
Special  Assistants,  741 


Arabs 
Boycott  of  American  businesses,  766^  854, 

859,925  [5,8] 
Oil  embargo,  925  [9] 
Aranda,  Thomas,  Jr.,  702 
Arends,  Leslie  C,  199 
Armed  Forces,  U.S. 
See  also  Veterans;  specific  branch  of  serv- 
ice 
All-volunteer  services,  352  [4],  362  [16] 
Bicentennial  commemoration  ceremony, 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  329 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  54,  59,  67, 

71,  73,  74) 
Campaign  issue,  378 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  presen- 
tation ceremonies,  176 
Incentive  awards  programs 

1975,  1058 

1976,  1059 
Legislation,  685 

Military  capabilities,  266  [5],  283,  308 
Military  construction  bill,  veto,  638 
Military  deserters,  clemency,  68  [20] 
Military  installations,  closing,  116,  293 

[8] 
Military  Order  of  World  Wars,  Atlanta 

Chapter,  359 
National   Guard    Association,   remarks, 

749 
News  conference  remarks,  212  [13],  282 

[14] 
One  percent  add-on  in  retirement  sys- 
tems, 254 
Pay  and  allowances,  736,  837 
President's    assessment,    118,    197,   371, 

1075 
Reduction  of  personnel,  417 
Reserve  forces,  378,  483 
Retirement  benefits,  215  [14] 
U.S.  and  Soviet  manpower,  comparison, 
398  [11] 
Armed  Forces  Week,  448 
Arlington,  Va.,  62 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  544 
Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency, 

United  States,  701 
Arms  Export  Control  Act,  International 

Security  Assistance  and,  630 
Arms  and  weapons 

See  also  sfecific  weapons  systems 
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Arms  and  weapons — Continued 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  54,  59,  67 , 

71,  73,  74) 
Federal  spending,  321  [11] 
Fort  Worth/Tarrant  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, 380 
Military  assistance.  See  specific  country 
Military  construction  programs,  736 
President's  assessment,  283,  322,  349,  398 

Sales  to  foreign  countries,  20,  212  [2], 
766,  854, 925  [13] 
Armstrong,  Anne  L.,  16,  112,  318 
Arthritis,  Diabetes,  and  Digestive  Diseases 

Amendments,  924 
Arts,  Humanities,  and  Cultural  Affairs  Act 

of  1976,  875 
Arts,  National  Council  on  the,  744 
Arts,  National  Endowment  for  the,  744 
Army,  U.S. 
Corps  of  Engineers,  181 
Enlistment  bonuses,  736 
Secretary,  738,  1076 
Asheville,  N.C.,  237, 238 
Asian  Development  Fund,  685 
Assassination  attempts  on  foreign  leaders, 

107  [11] 
Associated  General  Contractors  of  America, 

195 
Association.  See  other  part  of  title 
Athanasakos,  Betty^  634 
Adanta,  Ga.,  359-362 
Adantic  City,  N.J.,  972,  973 
Atmospheric   Research   Program,   Global, 

824 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  International,  987 
Australia 
Joint  statement,  698 

Prime  Minister  J.  Malcolm  Eraser,  692, 
696,  698 
Auto  Workers,  United,  778,  947 
Automobiles 
Automotive  transport  research  and  de- 
velopment bill,  veto,  811 
Electric  and  hybrid  vehicle  research,  de- 
velopment, and  demonstration  bill, 
veto,  777 
Emission  standards,  947 
Imports,  401  [1] 

News  conference  remarks,  763  [15] 
Production,  118 


Aviation  Administration,  Federal,  661 
Aviation  Conference,  International  Civil, 

959 
Aviation  Facilities  Experimental   Center, 

National,  972 
Awards  and  citations 
National  Medal  of  Science  for  1975,  557, 

914 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  76,  281, 

716,  900, 1052,  1061 
Sun  Newspaper  Good  Neighbor  Awards, 
984 

B-1  bomber,  95, 356  [12],  385  [4],  401  [7], 
405,858,960,967 

B-52  bomber,  385  [4],  858, 960, 967 

Backus,  John  W.,  557, 914 

Bagley,  William  T.,  314 

Bailey,  Douglas,  740 

Bailey,  Pearl,  672 

Baker,  Sen.  Howard  H.,  Jr.,  476,  740 

Baker,  James  A.,  Ill,  740 

Baker,  William  O.,  199 

Bakke,  Karl  E.,  314 

Baltimore,  Md.,  671 

Baptist  Convention,  Southern,  595 

Barcelo,  Carlos  Romero,  1042 

Bardeen,  John,  1052 

Barnum,JohnW.,657[12] 

Batde  Creek,  Mich.,  485 

Bay  Pines,  Fla.,  94, 95 

Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  813 

Baylor  University,  392 

Beef  industry,  287  [  1 1  ],  376 

Belgium,  Representative  to  NATO,  267 

Benedict,  Manson,  557, 914 

Bensinger,  Peter  B.,  128,  129 

Bergan-Mercy  Hospital,  440 

Berlin,  Irving,  1052 

Bernardin,  Archbishop  Joseph  L.,  769 

Bethe,  Hans  A.,  557, 914 

Bethesda  Naval  Hospital,  29 

Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  861 

Bicentennial.  See  American  Revolution  Bi- 
centennial 

Big  Brothers  of  America,  350 

Bill  signings.  See  Legislation,  remarks  and 
statements  on  approval 

Bill  vetoes.  See  Veto  messages  and  memo- 
randums of  disapproval 
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Biloxi,  Miss.,  815 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  419-423 

Birmingham,  Mich.,  462 

Black,  Shirley  Temple,  680 

Black  History  Month,  74 

Black  lung  legislation,  192  [7] 

Blacks,  74, 325  [6, 12] 

BUss,  Ray  C,  734 

Block  grant  programs,  22,  38 

Bloomington,  111.,  907 

Blue  collar  workers,  354  [3] 

B  nai  B'rith,  196,  766 

Boca  Raton,  Fla.,  159,  160 

BoUes,  Don,  609 

Bolton,  Frances  P.,  569 

Borlaug,  Norman,  1052 

Bossier  City,  La.,  371-374 

Bowling  Green  State  University,  580 

Boy  Scouts  of  America,  132,  240  [6] 

Boy  of  the  Year,  309 

Boys  Clubs  of  America,  309 

Boys/Girls  Nation,  714 

Boynton  Beach,  Fla.,  155 

Bradley,  Gen.  Omar  N.,  1052 

Bradley  University,  III,  185 

Bretton   Woods    Agreement    Act   amend- 
ment, 926 

Brezhnev,  L.  I.,  766 

Briney  Breezes,  Fla.,  156 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  475 

Broadcasters,  Michigan  Association  of,  435 

Broadcasters,  National  Association  of,  964 

Broadcasting,  public,  2 

Brokaw,  Tom,  6,  778 

Brooke,  Sen.  Edward  W.,  270 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  886 

Brooks,  Repr.  Jack,  552 

Broward  County,  Fla.,  175 

Brown,  Gen.  George  S.,  925  [3],  947 

Brown,  L.  Dean,  560  [8],  599 

Bruce,  David  K.  E.,  76, 267 

Bryant,  Paul  (Bear),  817 

Buckley  amendment,  333  [12] 

Budget,  Federal 

Briefings  for  State  and  local  officials 
Florida,  89 
New  Hampshire,  64 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  947 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  365 


Budget,  Federal — Continued 
Defense  spending.  See  under  Defense 

and  national  security 
Deficits,  210  [4],  284  [7] 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  1070 
Education,  378  [12] 
Efforts  to  balance,  116,  401  [3],  803 
Energy  message,  1045 
Executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  salary 

increases,  1068 
FY  1977  requests,  244, 245 
Growth  of  expenditures,  333  [14] 
Medical  research  funding,  333  [13] 
Message  to  Congress,  21, 22, 1066 
News  conference  remarks,  325  [11] 
Oceans  program,  annual  report  to  Con- 
gress, 1081 
Presidential  news  briefing,  23  (p.  50) 
President's  assessment,  95, 195, 308, 862 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  9,  27,  61,  227, 
269,  336,  364,  467,  633,  651,  697, 
699,  739,  757,  779,  802,  822,  843, 
1017,  1022,  1046,  1069 
Science  and  technology,  245 
Spending  ceiling,  327  [3],  339  [10],  472 
State  and  local  assistance,  373 

Buffalo,  N.Y.,  998 

Buffalo  Grove,  111.,  210 

Bulgaria,    fishery    agreement    with    U.S., 
1067 

Burch,  Dean,  740 

Bureau  of  Reclamation,  201 

Burke,  Arleigh,  1052 

Burns,  Arthur  F.,  23  (p.  65),  118 

Bush,George,44,107[l,2] 

Business  and  industry 
See  also  specific  business  or  industry 
Antitrust  legislation,  224,  240  [7],  398 

Arab  boycotts  of  American  businesses, 
854, 859, 925  [5, 8] 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  365 

Corporate  payments  abroad,  question- 
able, 275-277,  580  [3],  592,  593 

Federal  role  in  private  industry,  231  [6], 
321  [13],  398  [9] 

Foreign  activities,  266  [17] 

Job  market  responsibility,  116 

Minority  businesses,  321  [3] 

Monopolies,  321  [12] 
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Business  and  industry — Continued 
National  Alliance  of  Businessmen,  306 
Small  business,  333  [9],  398  [2] 
Task  Force  on  Questionable  Corporate 
Payments  Abroad,  275-277, 580  [3], 
592,  593 
Taxes  on  industry,  362  [4] 
Busing,  school,  48  [15],  209  [9],  210  [13], 
240  [10],  282  [1],  378  [12],  402  [7], 
415  [4],  497,  507,  523  [6],  535  [2,  13, 
17],  543, 560  [6],  610,  614,  615,  685 
Butler  University,  352 
Butz,  Earl  L.,  181,  200,  272,  288,  327,  415, 

626,  793,  849,  852 
Byrnes,  John  W.,  831 

Cabinet,  members,  23  (p.  50),  1016 
Cabinet  Committee  on  Drug  Abuse  Pre- 
vention, 633 
Cabinet  Committee  for  Drug  Law  Enforce- 
ment, 633 
Caglayangil,  Sabri,  60 
Calder,  Alexander,  1018, 1052 
California 
Cannery  strike,  695 
''Days  of  the  Verdugos"  Festival,  864 
"Expo  81,"  1034 
Los  Angeles  Press  Club,  523 
Peace  Officers  Association,  convention, 

513 
President  Ford  Committees 
Los  Angeles,  863 
Rossmoor,  530 
San  Diego,  520 
San  Jose,  526 
Walnut  Creek,  531 
President's  visits,  259-264,  510-513, 518- 
532,  852-858,  860-865,  952-956,  958 
Primary  results,  497,  585 
Remarks  on  departure,  532 
Republican  fundraising  dinners,  closed- 
circuit  television  remarks,  861 
Rossmoor  Golden  Rain  Foundation,  529 
San  Diego  Harbor,  523 
San  Jose  Foreign  Trade  Zone,  527 
10th  anniversary  of  Mission  Viejo,  511 
Callaghan,  James,  621,  807 
Callahan,  Nicholas  P.,  674  [35] 
Callaway,  Howard  H.  (Bo),  10, 48  [3],  212 
[1,4,  8],  273, 325  [18],  360 


Cambodia 
Mayaguez  seizure,  287  [10] 
Refugees,  611 
Campaign.  See  Elections,  1976 
Canada 
Bicentennial  gift  to  U.S.,  600 
Relations  with  U.S.,  308 
Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  621 
Trans-Canada  gas  pipeline,  possibility, 
657  [21] 
Cannery  strike,  695 

Cape  Canaveral-Kennedy  Space  Center,  71 
Capital  punishment,  215  [12] 
Carlinville,  111.,  907 
Carlos  I,  King  Juan,  547,  549,  553 
Carter,  Jimmy,  339  [12],  387  [2],  392  [8], 
406,  418  [1,  6],  585,  657  [14],  674 
[3, 6,  36],  737,  763  [18],  766,  778,  803, 
846,  854,  861,  863,  864,  871,  887,  891, 
895,  908,  925  [4,  7],  947,  972,  1014, 
1020,  1068 
Cartoonists,  Association  of  American  Edi- 
torial, 434 
Case,  Sen.  Clifford  P.,  893 
Casey,  William  J.,  199 
Castro,  Fidel,  702 
Catholic  Bishops,  National  Conference  of, 

769 
Catton,  Bruce,  1052 
Cedar  Point  National   Wildlife  Reserve, 

535  [9] 
Cederberg,  Repr.  Elford  A.,  178 
Census 

Ethnic  inclusion,  283 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Mid-decade,  913 
Centennial  safe  opening,  632 
Center  for  Disease  Control,  823 
Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Congressional  hearings,  68  [18] 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  65) 
Director,  44 

Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
News  conference  remarks,  107  [1,  2, 4, 7, 

13,  16] 
President's  views,  118 
CETA.  See  Comprehensive  Employment 

and  Training  Act 
Chafee,  Susan,  1039 

Chamber    of    Commerce,    International, 
86  [1] 
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Chamber   of   Commerce   of   the   United 

States,  365 
Champaign,  111.,  188,  189 
Chancellor,  John,  6 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  233-236 
Chase,  Chevy,  262 
Cheney,  Richard  B.,  740 
Chern,  Shiing-Shen,  914 
Cherne,  Leo,  107  [1,  10],  124,  199 
Chicago,  111.,  208,  209,  211,  968 
Chicago  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  208 
Chien-Shiung  Wu,  557 
Child  day  care,  305,  333 [8],  424,  430,  759, 

760 
Child  Nutrition  Reform  Act  of  1976,  pro- 
posed, 251 
Children,  aid  to  families  with  dependent, 

685 
Children  and  youth 

Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  54,  60,  67) 

Child  support  programs,  116 

Employment,   138    [9],  266   [18],  293 

[4] 
Federal  summer  youth  employment  pro- 
gram, 310-313 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Legislation,  685 

Nonvoting  role  in  elections,  266  [16] 
China,  People's  Republic  of 
Administration  policy,  569 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Chairman  Mao  Tse-tung,  death,  767 
Computer  sale,  991 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [16],  107 

[3, 15],  325  [21] 
Nixon,  Richard  M.,  trip,  63,  116, 138  [3], 

185  [7],  192  [6] 
Premier  Chou  En-lai,  death,  12 
Trade  agreement  with  U.S.,  674  [17] 
United  States  Liaison  Office,  Chief,  229 
U.S.  Ambassador,  340 
U.S.  relations,  185  [5],  207  [8],  210  [5], 
339  [5],  505 
China,  Republic  of 

Administration's  policy,  116 

Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 

Fishery  agreement  with  United  States, 

1047 
News  conference  remarks,  212  [12] 
Chinese  New  Year,  42 


Chou  En-lai,  12 

Christmas    Tree,    National    Community, 

1030 
Chrome  imports,  420  [5] 
Church    of    Jesus    Christ    of    Latter-day 

Saints,  637 
Church  property,  taxation,  846 
CIA.  See  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  570-573, 981 
Citizen's  Advisory  Council  on  the  Status 

of  Women,  363 
Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  852 
Civil  Aeronautics   Board,  314,  400,  765, 

862 
Civil  Service,  United  States,  539 
Civitan  International,  43 
Clemency.  See  Executive  clemency 
Clements,  William  P.,  23  (p.  59,  67,  73) 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  566-569,  982-984 
Coal,  140,  640, 1045 
Coal    leasing    amendments    bill.    Federal, 

veto,  640 
Coast  Guard,  United  States,  64,  1076 
Coastal  zone  management,  537 
Coastal   Zone   Management  Act  Amend- 
ments, 537,  690,  691 
Colby,  William  E.,  44 
Coleman,  William  T.,  Jr.,  38,  58,  661,  934, 

941,959,972,1073 
Colleges  and  universities 
See  also  Education 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Graduates,  employment  outlook,  580  [1] 
Junior  colleges.  President's  assessment, 

378  [2] 
Student  loans,  685 
Collier,  Calvin  J.,  314 
Colombia,  U.S.  Ambassador,  702 
Colonial  WiUiamsburg  Foundation,  51 
Colorado,  President's  visit,  737,  740,  742, 

1033,  1039,  1040, 1042 
Columbia,  S.C,  950,  951 
Columbus,  Ohio,  533,  534,  1005,  1006 
Columbus  Day,  880 
Combined   Federal  Campaign,   449,  450, 

590 
Commerce,  Department  of 
See  other  constituent  agencies 
Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals,  227, 
1046,  1069 
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Commerce,  Department  of — Continued 
Secretary,  53,  67  [18],  116,  277,  580  [3], 
592,  626,  691,  709,  829,  859,  958, 
1034 
Commission.  See  other  part  of  title 
Committee.  See  other  part  of  title 
Commodity  Futures  I'rading  Commission, 

Chairman,  315 
Common  situs  picketing  bill,  4 
Communism,  Western  Europe,  402  [  1  ] 
Community  Development  Act,  415  [5] 
Community  development  program,  23  (p. 

60),  38,  126,  138  [11],  415  [5] 
Community  Services  Administration,  Di- 
rector, 343,  626,  702 
Community  services  legislation,  127 
Competition  in  America,  President's  view^s, 

333  [7] 
Comprehensive  Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alco- 
holism   Prevention,    Treatment,    and 
Rehabilitation  Act  Amendments,  693 
Comprehensive  Employment  and  Train- 
ing Act,  23  (p.  74),  95, 310, 356  [4] 
Concord,  N.H.,  64,  66 
Concorde,  67  [3],  356  [10] 
Conference.  See  other  part  of  title 
Congaree  Sw^amp,  S.C.,  918 
Congo,  People's  Republic  of  the,  1086 
Congress 
American  Hellenic  Educational  Progres- 
sive Association,  Bicentennial  din- 
ner, 302 
Christmas  ball,  1026 
Defense  appropriations,  339  [2] 
Disclosure  of  classified  material,  107  [9] 
Exemption  of  Members  from  local  in- 
come taxes,  veto  of  bill,  710 
Federal  Election  Commission,  145,  383 
Federal  spending  ceiling,  472 
Foreign  policy  role,  6 
House  of  Representatives 
President's   voting  record   as   former 

Member,  68  [23] 
Select  Committee  on  Intelligence,  40 
Speaker,  33 
Legislative  priorities  of  the  administra- 
tion, 684 
Limitation  of  terms  served,  President's 

view^s,  378  [9] 
Limitations  of  executive  powers,  118 


Congress — Continued 

News  conference  remarks,  387  [26,  28], 
535  [1,10,  11] 

94th  Congress,  statement,  851 

Pay  increase,  116 

RepubUcan  Senate-House  fundraising 
dinner,  278 

Senate  Subcommittee  on  Internal  Secu- 
rity, 352  [10] 

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  dinner,  197 
Congress,  communications  to 

See  also  Veto  messages  and  memoran- 
dums of  disapproval 

Administration  on  Aging,  report  trans- 
mittal, 248 

Aeronautics  and  space  activities,  report, 
622 

Airline  industry  regulations,  message, 
1060, 1072 

Angola,  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  33 

Antitrust  bill,  letter  to  House  Minority 
Leader  on  certain  provisions  of  pro- 
posed legislation,  224 

Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  Act,  letter  to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  1084 

Bicentennial  Land  Heritage  program, 
message,  746 

Budget  deferrals  and  rescissions,  mes- 
sages, 9,  27,  61,  227,  269,  336,  364, 
467,  633,  651,  697,  699,  739,  757, 
779,  802,  822,  843,  1017,  1022,  1046, 
1069 

Budget  messages,  22, 245, 1066 

Busing  legislation,  message,  615 

Child  Nutrition  Reform  Act  of  1976, 
message,  251 

Citizenship  requirements  for  Federal  em- 
ployment, letter  to  Speaker  of  House 
and  President  of  Senate,  752 

Coastal  zone  management,  report,  537 

Community  services,  message,  127 

Compensation  for  Federal  Reserve  Board 
and  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  officials,  letter  to  committee 
chairmen,  1074 

Convention  on  Registration  of  Objects 
Launched  Into  Outer  Space,  trans- 
mittal, 228 

Cooley's  anemia  programs,  report,  823 
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Congress — Continued 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality,  re- 
port, 144,  838 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability,  re- 
port, 220,  466,  764,  1055 
Cyprus  conflict,  messages,  60,  315,  582, 

717,  850,  1051 
Day's    Sportswear,    Inc.,    relief    disap- 
proval, 896 
Defense  budget,  message,  736 
Drug  abuse,  message,  368 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  an- 
nual messages,  31, 1070 
Electronic  surveillance,  letter  to  Speaker 
of  the  House  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  252 
Elementary    and    secondary    education, 

message,  169 
Energy 

Emergency  contingency  plans,  letter  to 

congressional  leaders,  1083 
Independence     authority,     letter     to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  1078 
Legislation,  message,  140 
Reorganization    of    Federal    energy 
functions,  report  transmittal,  1054 
Special  message,  1045 
Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad- 
ministration,    defense-related     pro- 
grams, report,  459 
Executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  salary 

increases,  message,  1068 
Executive    branch    activities    under   the 

Privacy  Act  of  1974,  report,  681 
Federal  civilian  and  military  retirement 

systems,  message,  254 
Federal  Council  on  the  Aging,  report, 

708 
Federal  Election  Commission  reconstitu- 

tion,  message,  103 
Federal  Energy  Administration,  letter  to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  101 
Federal  oceans  program,  report,  1081 
Federal  pay  increases,  message,  844 
Federal  Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, report,  751 


Congress — Continued 
Federal  summer  youth  employment  and 
public  service  jobs  programs 
Letter  to  President  of  the  Senate,  313 
Memorandum,  312 
Message,  311 
Federal  travel,  letter  to  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
45 
Food  for  Peace  program,  report,  36 
Food  stamp  program,  letter  to  Senate 
and  House  committee  chairmen,  122 
Footwear    industry,    adjustment    assist- 
ance, message,  347 
Foreign  assistance  appropriations  bill, 
Letter  to  Sen.  Edward  W.  Brooke,  270 
Letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House,  303 
Veto,  437 
Foreign  Payments  Disclosure  Act,  pro- 
posed, message,  709 
Forest  and   Rangeland   Renewable  Re- 
sources Planning  Act  of  1974,  letter 
to  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  170 
Generalized  system  of  preferences 

Congo,  People's  Republic  of,  with- 
drawal, letter  to  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 1086 
Laos,  withdrawal,  letter  to  Speaker  of 
the  House  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  141 
Government  reform,  agenda  transmittal, 

message,  468 
Guatamala  disaster  relief,  114 
Health  care  reform  legislation,  message, 

136 
Highway   and   traffic   safety   programs, 

message,  616 
Indochina  refugees,  letter  to  committee 

chairmen,  247, 611, 797, 1053 
International  Economic  Report  of  the 

President,  223, 1071 
International  exhibitions,  report,  492 
Italy,  U.S.  disaster  assistance,  message, 

453 
Legislative  priorities  of  the  administra- 
tion, message,  685 
Little  Beaver  Creek,  Ohio,  report,  72 
Military  assistance  program,  message,  20 
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Congress — Continued 

Military  incentive  awards  program,  re- 
ports, 1058,  1059 

Narcotic  sentencing  and  seizure  legisla- 
lation,  letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  President  of  the  Senate,  413 

National  Cancer  Program,  report  and 
plan,  296 

National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  and 
National  Council  for  the  Arts,  re- 
port, 744 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Council,  re- 
port, 496 

National  Heart  and  Lung  Institute,  re- 
port, 491 

National  Science  Board,  reports,  130,  839 

National  Science  Foundation,  report,  246 

1977  Budget  requests  and  creation  of 
Office  of  Science  and  Technology 
Policy,  message,  245 

Nuclear-powered  Navy,  letter  to  Speaker 
of  the  House  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  84 

Older  Americans,  message,  70 

Predator  control  reorganizaton,  letter  to 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate,  1082 

Public  trust  in  Government,  letter  to 
Speaker  of  House  and  President  of 
Senate,  675 

Puerto  Rico,  proposed  statehood,  letter 
to  Speaker  of  the  House  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  1065 

Radiation  Control  for  Health  and  Safety 
Act  of  1968,  report,  584 

Railroad  Retirement  Board,  report,  536 

River  Basin  Commissions,  reports,  594 

Secret  Service  protection,  letter  to  Speak- 
er of  the  House  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  1064 

Sickle  cell  anemia,  report,  425 

Social  security  benefit  indexing  act,  mes- 
sage, 602 

Southeast  Asia,  U.S.  missing  in  action, 
letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House  and 
President  of  the  Senate,  546 

Stainless  steel  flatware  industry,  adjusted 
assistance,  message,  412 

State  of  the  Union  Address,  19, 1057 


Congress — Continued 
Swine  flu  immunization  program 
Letter  to  Interstate  and  Foreign  Com- 
merce Subcommittee  on  Health 
and  the  Environment  Chairman, 
688 
Letter  to  Speaker  of  House  and  Ma- 
jority Leader  of  Senate,  715 
Message  requesting  vaccine  appropria- 
tions, 258 
Tax  reductions,  message,   1044 
Treaties  and  other  international  agree- 
ments 
Convention  Abolishing  the  Require- 
ment of  Legislation  for  Foreign 
Public    Documents,    message    to 
Senate,  676 
Fishery  agreements,  transmittals 
Bulgaria,  1067 
China,  Republic  of,  1047 
German  Democratic  Republic,  1049 
Poland,  785 
Romania,  1048 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics, 
1050 
Interim  Convention  on  Conservation 
of  North  Pacific  Fur  Seals,  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  677 
International  carriage  by  air,  transmit- 
tal  of  protocols   to   the   Senate, 
1063 
International  Coffee  Agreement,  1976, 

message  to  the  Senate,  295 
International     Convention     for     the 
Safety  of  Life  at  Sea,  1974,  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  748 
International    Tin    Agreement,    mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  612 
International  Wheat  Agreement,  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate,  605 
Romania,  waiver  authority  extension, 

message  to  Congress,  548 
Turkey,  defense  cooperation  agree- 
ment with  U.S.,  request  for  ap- 
propriations, message  to  Con- 
gress, 598 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics, 
treaties  on  the  limitation  of  un- 
derground nuclear  explosions, 
message  to  the  Senate,  700 
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Congress — Continued 

Treaties  and  other  international  agree- 
ments— Continued 
United    States-Egypt   Convention   on 
Income  Tax,  message  to  Senate, 
79 
United    States-Israel    Convention    on 
Income  Tax,  message  to  Senate, 
78 
United   States-Korea   Convention   on 
Taxation  and  Fiscal  Evasion,  754 
United  States-Philippines  Convention 
on  Income  Taxation,  message  to 
Senate,  1080 
United        States-Spain       Extradition 

Treaty,  message,  56 
United    States-Spain   Friendship   and 
Cooperation  Treaty,  message  to 
the  Senate,  108 
United  States-Switzerland  Treaty  on 
Mutual    Assistance    in    Criminal 
Matters,  message  to  the  Senate, 
109 
United    States-Turkey    Defense    Co- 
operation Agreement,  retransmit- 
tal,  letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  President  of  the  Senate,  1074 
United  States-United  Kingdom  Con- 
vention on  Taxation  and  Fiscal 
Evasion,  message  to  the  Senate, 
613,  799 
United    States-United    Kingdom    Ex- 
tradition Treaty,  message  to  the 
Senate,  55 
Uniformed  services,  basic  allowances  for 
quarters,  letter  to  Speaker  of  House 
and  President  of  Senate,  837 
United  Nations,  U.S.  participation,  re- 
port, 842 
United  States  Arms  Control  and  Dis- 
armament   Agency,    reports,    701, 
1085 
United  States  foreign  intelligence  com- 
munity, message,  110 
United    States    Sinai   Support   Mission, 

reports,  411,  1056 
War  Risk  Insurance  Program,  report, 

230 
World  Weather  Program,  report,   824 


Congressional  City  Conference  of  the  U.S. 

Conference  of  Mayors  and  National 

League  of  Cities,  216 
Congressional   Legal    Counsel,   Office   of, 

proposed,  675 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  176 
Connally,  John  B.,  199,  282  [6],  318,  325 

[7,  14],  339  [4],  387  [27],  694,  740, 

742,  1025 
Connecticut,  President's  visit,  672 
ConRail,  59 
Conroe,  Tex.,  389,  390 
Conservation,  energy,  1045 
Construction  industry,  383 
Consumer  Leasing  Act  of  1976, 249 
Consumer  price  index,  31,  118, 555 
Consumer    Product    Safety    Commission, 

Chairman,  314 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  Im- 
provements Act  of  1976, 458 
Consumer  protection,  240  [7],  249,  250, 

820 
Convention.  See  other  part  of  title 
Cooke,  Terence  Cardinal,  935 
Cooley's  anemia  program,  823 
Cooper,  Theodore,  674  [20],  688 
Coral  Springs,  Fla.,  162 
Corporate  Payments  Abroad,  Task  Force 

on  Questionable,  275-277,  592,  593, 

709 
Corps  of  Engineers,  181, 583, 802 
Cosgrave,  Liam  M.,  222,  225,  226 
Council.  See  other  part  of  title 
Courts,  United  States,  344, 383 
Covington,  Ky.,  980 
Crawford,  H.  R.,  35 
Crime  and  law  enforcement,  215  [12],  323, 

664 
Criminal  Code,  District  of  Columbia,  761 
Criminal  Code,  Federal,  685,  803,  827 
Cuba 
Angola,  involvement,  138  [14],  159,  385 

[2] 
Foreign  intervention,  339  [14] 
News  conference  remarks,  282  [8],  325 

[5],387[32],535[5] 
Rhodesia,  involvement,  415  [2] 
U.S.policy,68  [12],  148,702 
CuUinane,  Maurice  J.,  664 
Cultural  Affairs  Act  of  1976,  Arts,  Hu- 
manities, and,  875 
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Cultural  Challenge  Grant  Program,  899 
Curtis,  Thomas  B.,  657  [7] 
Cyprus,  Greece-Turkey  dispute,  60,  68  [9], 
118,283,315,582,717,850,1051 

Dairy  products 

Dry  milk  mixtures,  imports,  268 
Farm  forum,  Rockford,  111.,  203 
Imports,  288 
Price  supports,  47 

Daley,  Richard  J.,  1035 

Dallas,  Tex.,  320-322,  324,  396-399,  868- 
872 

Daniel,  David  H.,  663 

Dantzig,  George  B.,  557, 914 

Data  collection  by  the  Federal  Government, 
173 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
349 

Davis,  Hallowell,  557, 914 

Davis-Bacon  Act,  383 

Day,  Col.  George  E.,  176 

Day's  Sportswear,  Inc.,  896 

Dayton,  Ohio,  575 

de  Rosa,  Francois  Pierre  Tricornot,  267 

de  Staercke,  Andre  M.,  267 

Dearborn,  Mich.,  49 

Deardourfl,  John,  740 

Death  penalty.  Supreme  Court  decision, 
657  [25] 

Debates.  See  Elections,  1976 

Deerfield,Fla.,161 

Defense,  Department  of 
See  also  constituent  agencies 
Appropriations,  73 
Budget   deferrals   and   rescissions,   822, 

1022, 1069 
Deputy  Secretary,  23  (p.  59,  67,  73) 
Joint  Chiefs  of  StafiF,  23  (p.  59) 
Medal  for  Distinguished  Public  Service, 
267 

Defense  Appropriations  Act,  1977,  Depart- 
ment of,  800 

Defense      Appropriations      Authorization 
Act,  1977,  Department  of,  667 

Defense  and  national  security 

Administration  policy,  215  [8],  362  [11] 
Armed  Forces  Week  exhibit,  448 
Budget  nev^s  briefing,  23  (p.  54,  59,  67, 
71,  73,  74) 


Defense  and  national  security — Con. 
Congressional  action  on  spending,  209 

[2] 
Contingency  plans,  378  [5] 
Funding,  22,  116,  118,  172,  194,  215  [7], 
283,  284  [7,  8],  321  [11],  339  [2], 
362  [11,  12],  380,394,484 
Intelligence  activities,  110 
Legislation,  685 
Military  capability,  327  [11],  398  [11], 

414,416,420  [1],  519 
NBC  New^s  interview^,  6 
News  conference  remarks,  282  [14],  387 

[21,22] 
Nuclear-powered  Navy,  84 
President's  assessment,  39,  77,  197,  210 

[9],  293  [1],  349,  371,  1075 
Radio  address,  985 

Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [1,6] 
Spending,  415  [7],  417,  667,  736,  749, 

766,790,854,  858,920,925  [16] 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19,  1057 
Del  Ray  Beach,  Fla.,  157 
Delta  Queen,  912 
Democratic  Party 

News  conference  remarks,  387   [2,  13, 

26],  535  [14] 
President's  views,  278,  308 
Presidential   candidates,    159,  262,  308, 
339  [11],  376,  392  [7],  461 
Denmark,  Queen  Margrethe  II,  visit,  455 
Derwinski,  Repr.  Edward  J.,  810 
Desegregation,  school,  560  [6,  7],  609 
Destrehan,  La.,  812 

Detente,  138  [14],  283,  287  [4],  362  [2] 
Detroit,  Mich.,  460,  461,  1007 
Devereux,  Mrs.  John  William,  932 
Devon,  Pa.,  978 

Diabetes,  and  Digestive  Diseases  Amend- 
ments, Arthritis,  924 
Digestive  Diseases  Amendments,  Arthri- 
tis, Diabetes,  and,  924 
DiMaggio,  Dominic,  852 
DiMaggio,  Joe,  1052 
Diplomatic  Corps,  682 
Dirksen,  Everett  McKinley,  185 
Disabled     American     Veterans    National 
Service  and  Legislative  Headquarters, 
174 
Disadvantaged  persons.  Federal  aid,  95 
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Disaster   Assistance   Administration,  Fed- 
eral, 1029 
Discrimination,  3 
Disease  Control,  Center  for,  823 
District  of  Columbia 
Budget  deferral,  697 
Criminal  Code,  761 
FY  16  budget  amendment,  345 
Shop-Book  Rule  bill,  146, 147 
Undercover  operations,  exchange  with 
law  enforcement  officials,  664 
Djibouti,  French  involvement,  207  [7] 
DNA  experiments,  recombinant,  801 
Dobbins  Air  Force  Base,  Ga.,  358 
Dole,  Sen.  Robert,  719,  732-735,  740,  742, 

763  [2, 10],  906, 925  [6] 
Domenici,  Sen.  Pete  V.,  846 
Domestic  Council,  590,  626 
Domestic  Council  Review  Group  on  Regu- 
latory Reform,  1062 
Dover,  N.H.,  118-120 
Draft  evaders.  See  Military  deserters  and 

draft  evaders 
Drew,  Elizabeth,  803 
Drug  Abuse  Office  and  Treatment  Act 

Amendments,  232 
Drug  Abuse  Policy,  Office  of,  633 
Drug  Abuse  Prevention,  Treatment,  and 
Rehabilitation,  Cabinet  Committee  on, 
465,633 
Drug   Enforcement   Administration,   129, 

818 
Drug  Law  Enforcement,  Cabinet  Commit- 
tee for,  464,  633 
Drugs  and  narcotics 

Drug  abuse  message,  remarks,  367,  368 
Fort  Worth/Tarrant  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, 380 
International  Association  of  Chiefs  of  Po- 
lice, Conference  of  the,  818 
Irving  (Tex.)  Bar  Association  Law  Day 

dinner,  323 
Law  enforcement,  128,  129 
Legislation,  685 

Sentencing  and  seizure  legislation,  413 
News  conference  remarks,  325   [8,  13, 

17] 
President's  views,  513 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
Dunham,  Richard  L.,  314 
Dunlop,  John  T.,  15 


Durand,  Mich.,  485 
Durant,  Ariel,  1052 
Durant,  Will,  1052 
Durham,  N.  H.,  68 

Eads,  Leaborne,  663 
Eastern  Europe 
Administration's  policy,  339  [6],  881 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
News  conference  remarks,  325  [16],  898 

[14] 
President's  views,  283 
Soviet  domination,  862,  865 
Eastland,  Sen.  James  O.,  611, 797 
Echeverria  Alvarez,  Luis,  137 
Economic  Advisers,  Council  of,  23  (p.  70), 

30,  314,  964 
Economic  Cooperation  and  Development, 

Organization  for,  621,  685 
Economic   democracy.   President's   views, 

266  [10] 
Economic    Impact    Statements    program, 

1043 
Economic  Policy  Board,  81, 82 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  30 
Economy,  international 
Report  of  the  President,  223, 1071 
Task  Force  on  Questionable  Corporate 
Payments  Abroad,  275-277 
Economy,  national 

Campaign  debate  remarks,  803, 947 
CBS  News  interview,  560  [9] 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 

States,  365 
Costof  living,  231 
Economic  indicators,  921 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  30, 

1070 
Inflation.  See  Inflation 
News  conference  remarks,  387  [10],  418 

[13],763[9],898[7] 
Northeast  Republican  Conference,  62 
President's  assessment,  49,  138  [6],  209 
[15],352[1],362[10],392[1],512, 
527,967 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19,  1057 
Statistics,  555 
Editorial  Cartoonists,  Association  of  Amer- 
ican, 434 
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Education 

See    also     Colleges     and     universities; 

Schools 
Basic  Education  Opportunity  Grant  pro- 
gram, 402  [4] 
Buckley  amendment,  333   [12] 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  54,  60,  62) 
Busing,  402  [7],  415  [4],  507,  523  [6], 

543,  560  [6],  610,  614,  615 
Cabinet-level  department,  402  [9] 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Consolidation  of  Federal  programs,  185 

c^^J  .     .  . 

Desegregation.  See  Desegregation,  school 
Elementary  and  secondary  education,  re- 
form legislation,  168,  169 
Ethnic  programs,  283 
Federal  assistance,  95,  189  [13],  192  [2], 
210  [15],  212  [20,  21],  284  [2],  293 
[7],352[12],378[12],846 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Grant  programs,  116 
Legislation,  685 
National     Association     of     Secondary 

School  Principals,  105 
National  Teacher  of  the  Year  Aw^ard, 

219 
New  Jersey  School  Boards  Association, 

remarks,  974 
News  conference  remarks,  67  [9],  282 

[9],  418  [19] 
Private  schools,  406,  769,  975 
Public  schools,  prayer,  947 
State  and  local  government  roles,   126, 

402  [3] 
University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
Veterinarian  programs,  422 
Women's  programs,  402  [8] 
Education  Association,  National,  14 
Educational  Amendments  of  1976, 888 
Egypt 

See  also  Middle  East 

B'nai    B'rith   Biennial   Convention,   re- 
marks, 766 
U.S.  arms  sales,  210  [2],  420  [4] 
United  States-Egypt  Convention  on  In- 
come Tax,  79 
El  Paso,  Tex.,  326-329 
El  Salvador,  U.S.  Ambassador,  702 
El  Toro  Marine  Corps  Air  Station,  Calif., 
510 


Election  Commission,  Federal,  news  con- 
ference remarks,  418  [4] 
Elections,  1976 
Administration's  goals  and  achievements, 

523  [1,4] 
Alabama  primary,  results,  427 
CaUfornia  primary,  results,  497,  555^  585 
Campaign 

News  conference  remarks,  212  [15], 

282  [7],  831,  898  [9] 
Plans,  116 
Citizens  for  Ford  Committee,  852 
Connally,    John,    Presidential    endorse- 
ment, 694 
Debates 

Announcement,  750 

Comments  on,  737,  763  [4,  14,  16], 

804,  855,  856, 967 
News  conference  remarks,  898  [20] 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  803 
San  Francisco,  CaUf .,  854 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  947 
Defense  spending,  863,  871 
Democractic  Presidential  candidate,  392 

[8] 
Departure  for  Williamsburg,  Va.,  942 
Election  eve  address  to  the  Nation,  1011 
Federal  Election  Commission,  103, 123 
First  Family,  involvement,  95 
Florida  primary  results,  198 
Foreign  policy,  209  [14] 
General  elections  results,  remarks  await- 
ing, 1012 
Georgia  primary,  results,  427 
Indiana  primary,  results,  427 
Interview  remarks,  778 
Law  enforcement  and  crime,  513 
Maryland  primary,  results,  497 
Michigan  primary,  results,  497 
National     Federation     of     Republican 

Woman,  791 
New  Jersey  primary,  results,  585 
News  conference  remarks,  67  [1,  5,  12- 
15],  282  [10],  418  [1,  10-12],  387 
[3,  6,  11,  15,  16,  20,  30],  535  [3], 
657[2,3,5,8, 11, 13, 14,20,26,27], 
674  [2,  3,  5-10, 16, 18,  24-27,  30, 31, 
33,  36-38],  763  [3,  7,  8,  20, 21],  831, 
925  [4,  11] 
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Elections,  1976 — Continued 
Nonvoting  youths,  role,  266  [16] 
Ohio  primary,  results,  585 
Presidential  primaries.  President's  assess- 
ment, 221,  339   [8],  352   [5],  362 
[6]   , 
President's  post-election  plans,  68   [24] 
Republican  National  Convention 

Candidates'    accommodations,    distri- 
bution, 657  [7] 
Delegates'  selection  of  Vice-Presiden- 
tial candidate,  706 
Headquarters,  arrival,  726 
Nomination  acceptance,  733 
Remarks  to: 
Campaign  supporters,  731 
New  York  State  delegation,  729 
President  Ford  Committee  staff,  728 
"Presidentials"  youth  group,  727 
Republican     National     Committee, 
734 
Ronald  Reagan,  exchange  of  remarks 

v^^ith  reporters,  730 
Vice-Presidential  running  mate,  732 
Voting  rules,  674  [25] 
Republican  Party  leaders,  exchange  of 

remarks  with  reporters,  742 
Southern    Republican    leaders,    meeting 

with  the  President,  786 
Taxation,  862,  864,  893,  895 
Third  party  effect,  159 
Vice-Presidential  campaign  debate,  tele- 
phone exchange  with  Sen.  Dole  fol- 
lowing, 906 
Vice-Presidential  running  mate,  138  [2], 
392  [3],  406,  580  [5],  732 
Electric  and  hybrid  vehicle  research,  de- 
velopment,   and    demonstration    bill, 
veto,  777 
Electricity,  legislation,  685 
Electronic  Fund  Transfers,  National  Com- 
mission on,  3 
Electronic  surveillance  to  obtain  foreign 

intelligence  information,  252 
EUzabeth  11,  Queen,  654,  656 
Elwyn-Jones,  Lord,  554 
Emergencies  Act,  National,  781 
Emergency  Food  Stamp  Vendor  Account- 
ability Act,  650 


Emergency  Livestock   Credit  Act,  exten- 
sion, 905 
Emergency  Hvestock  feed  assistance,  1029 
Employee  Stock  Ownership  Plan,  1044 
Employees,  Federal 
Ethnic  personnel,  283 
Hatch  Act,  293  [6] 
Employees  Pay  Council,  Federal,  844 
Employment   Appropriations   Act,   Public 

Works,  652,  653,  683, 686,  845 
Employment  and  unemployment 
See  also  Federal  employees 
Agricultural  jobs,  287  [7] 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  50) 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803,  947 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 

States,  365 
College  graduate  opportunities,  352  [6 1, 

580  [1] 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  31 
Employment  statistics,  284 
Federal  summer  youth  employment  pro- 
gram, 310-313 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Interview  remarks,  778 
Job  creation,  68  [8],  95 
Legislation,  685 

National  Alliance  of  Businessmen,  306 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [9],  107 
[12],212[9-11],282[3],387[23], 
418  [6,  16,  19],  763  [11,12] 
Northeast  Republican  Conference,  62 
Pittsburgh  Economic  Club,  remarks,  967 
President's  assessment,  49,  65,  118,  195, 

209  [16],  308 
Public  works,  83,  113,  138  [4],  311,  313, 

356  [4] 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [4] 
Retirement  programs,  189  [12] 
Social  security  benefits,  362  [3],  385  [1] 
Statistics,  555 
Unemployment  benefits,  138  [10],  207 

[3] 
Unemployment  trend,  116,  293  [8],  333 

[14] 
University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
Youth,  95,  138  [9],  266  [18],  293  [4] 
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Energy 

Administration's  policy,  333   [10],  373 

[2,5] 
Alternate  sources,  284  [3] 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  74,  75) 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Conservation,  116 

Economic  Report  of  the  President,  1070 
Emergency  contingency  plans,  1083 
Federal  reorganization  proposals,  1055 
Foreign  sources,  385  [5] 
Funding,  22 

Independence,  210  [16],  1078 
Legislation,  101,  139,  140,  685 
Mandatory     fuel    allocation    program, 

356  [5] 
Message  to  Congress,  1045 
National  Energy  Outlook  Report,  177 
News  conference  remarks,  67  [16],  86 

[2,  4],  535  [4] 
Northeast  Republican  Conference,  62 
President's  assessment,  49,  272 
Project  Independence,  284  [3] 
Research  and  development,  68  [5],  71, 

189[6],  195,417,461,  1045 
Resources,  116,209  [3],  362  [7],  401  [8] 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  1057 
Energy  Independence  Authority,  proposed, 

1045 
Energy  Institute,  International,  proposed, 

987 
Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act,  31 
Energy  and  Research  Development  Ad- 
ministration 
Administrator,  23  (p.  75),  980 
Automotive  transport  research  and  de- 
velopment bill,  veto,  811 
Defense-related  programs,  459 
Electric  and  hybrid  vehicle  research,  de- 
velopment, and  demonstration  bill, 
veto,  777 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [2] 
Nuclear  policy  functions,  987 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  1069 
Research   and    development   programs, 
803 
Energy  Resources  Council,  177,  1045 
Engineers,  U.S.  Corps  of,  583,  802 


Environment 

Administration  policies,  68  [15] 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  947 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Energy  message,  1045 
Industrial  pollution,  882 
Legislation,  685 

News  conference  remarks,  418  [17] 
"No  growth"  policy,  383 
Pollution 

Air  standards,  352  [7] 
Federal  standards,  373  [9],  558 
Noise  standards,  934,  941,  959 
Waste  disposal,  923 
Water  standards,  240  [4] 
President's  assessment,  144 
Remarks  at  Springfield,  111.,  farm  forum, 

181 
Waste  disposal  and  treatment,  923,  938 
Water  and  sewerage  programs,  192  [8] 
Environment  Day,  World,  556 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Catalytic  converters,  testing,  352  [7] 
News  conference  remarks,  418  [17] 
Regulations,  327  [2] 
Small  business  regulations,  558 
Environmental  Quality,  Council  on,  220, 

838 
EPA.      See     Environmental      Protection 

Agency 
Equal   Credit   Opportunity   Act   Amend- 
ments of  1976, 249, 250 
Equal  rights  amendment,  406,  634 
Esch  amendment,  510 
Estate  taxes,  579,  685,  735,  784,  793,  847, 

848 
Ethnic    organizations,    Milwaukee,    Wis., 

283 
Ethnicity   and   Neighborhood   Revitaliza- 

tion.  Conference  on,  426 
Eucharistic  Congress,  International,  720 
Europe 
Communism,  402  [1] 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation 
in  Europe,  283 
European  Economic  Community,  621 
Evansville,  Ind.,  355-357 
Everett  McKinley  Dirksen  Honorary  Chair 
of   Government  and   Public  Affairs, 
Bradley  University  at  Peoria,  III,  185 
Evert,  Chris,  163 
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Exchange  Club,  National,  663 
Executive,   Legislative,   and   Judicial   Sal- 
aries, Commission  on,  1068 
Executive  Boards,  Federal,  660 
Executive    branch    activities    under    the 

Privacy  Act  of  1974,  681 
Executive  clemency 

Draft  evaders  and  military  deserters,  68 

[20] 
Hart,  Mrs.  Philip  A.,  letter,  1077 
Hunt,  E.  Howard,  petition  for  pardon, 

333  [5] 
News  conference  remarks,  325  [3] 
Nixon,  Richard  M.,  pardon,  116, 185  [4], 

209  [13], 210  [10] 
Remarks,  1039 

Vietnam  war  era  selective  service  dis- 
charges, 1076 
Executive    Office    of    the    President.    See 

White  House  staff 
Executive  Order  9066,  HI 
Executive  orders.  See  Appendix  B 
"Expo  81,"  1034 

Export  Administration  Act  of  1969,  327 
[7] 

FA  A.  See  Federal  Aviation  Administration 

"Face  the  Nation"  interview,  560 

Fahey,  Charles  J.,  932 

Family  farms,287  [11, 14],  389 

Farm  Credit  Directors,  National,  793 

Farm  forums 

Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  288 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  422 

Rockford,  111.,  203 

Springfield,  111.,  181 
Farmer  cooperatives,  181 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  558 
Father-Son /Mother-Daughter   events,   657 

[15] 
FBI.  See  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
FCC.  See  Federal  Communications  Com- 
mission 
FEA.  See  Federal  Energy  Administration 
Federal-Aid  Highway  Act  of  1976, 428,  429 
Foreign  assistance.  See  specific  countries 

and  programs 
Federal  Aviation  Administration 
Administrator,  661, 941,  959, 1072 
Budget  deferral,  739 


Federal  Aviation  Administration — Con. 
Noise  standards  for  commercial  aircraft, 
934 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Director,763[18,24],925[3] 
News  conference  remarks,  107  [13] 
Personnel  changes  674  [35] 
Federal  coal  leasing  amendments  bill,  veto, 

640 
Federal     Communications     Commission, 

Chairman,  314 
Federal  Council  on  the  Aging,  708,  932 
Federal  Criminal  Code,  685,  803,  818,  827 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation,  685 
Federal  departments  and  agencies 
See  also  Memorandums  to  Federal  of- 
ficials and  agencies;  specific  depart- 
ment or  agency 
Data  collection,  173 
Energy  message,  1045 
Government  in  the  Sunshine  Act,  772, 

773 
Reorganization,  192  [1] 
Federal   Disaster    Assistance    Administra- 
tion, 583,  1029 
Federal  Election  Campaign  Act  Amend- 
ments of  1976,  457 
Federal  Election  Commission 

Congressional  action,  102,  103, 123, 145, 

231,  370,  420  [6] 
Extension,  378  [8] 
Members,  500 

News  conference  remarks,  418  [4] 
President's  assessment,  321  [5],  383 
Republican  National  Convention  accom- 
modations, 657  [7] 
Federal  employees 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  59,  60,  62, 

70,71) 
Citizenship   requirements   for   employ- 
ment, 752 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Financial  disclosure  requirements,  675 
General  schedule  classification,  539 
Hatch  Act  amendments,  334,  335 
Legislation,  685 
One  percent  add-on  in  retirement  system, 

254 
Pay  increases,  116,352  [13],  401  [5],  844 
Personnel  reduction,  803 
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Federal  employees — Continued 

Standards  of  conduct,  674  [  1  ] 

Women,  366 
Federal  Employees  Pay  Council,  844 
Federal  Energy  Administration 

Administrator,  23  (p.  52) 

Alaska's  Naval  Petroleum  Reserve  No.  4, 
789 

Federal  Energy  Office,  establishment,  705 

National  Energy  Outlook  Report,  177 

Regulations,  189  [5] 

Termination  date,  extension,  101,  372, 
685 
Federal    Energy    Management    Program, 

1015 
Federal  Energy  Office,  705 
Federal  Executive  Boards,  660 
Federal  fire  prevention  and  control   act, 

veto,  655 
Federal  Government 

News  conference  remarks,  282  [11] 

President's    assessment,    192     [5],    266 

[11] 

Reform,  proposed  agenda,  468 
Federal  grant  and  cooperative  agreement 

act,  veto,  944 
Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board,  626 
Federal   Insecticide,   Fungicide,   and   Ro- 

denticide  Act,  extension,  veto,  725 
Federal  Maritime  Commission,  Chairman, 

314 
Federal    Power    Commission,    Chairman, 

314 
Federal  Prevailing  Rate   Advisory  Com- 
mittee, 751 
Federal  Reserve  Board 
Chairman,  23  (p.  65),  626,  803 
Compensation  for  officials,  1074 
President's  views,  288 
Federal  spending 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Associ- 
ation, 48  [  1  ] 
Reduction,  22,  215  [6] 
Research  and  development,  266  [3] 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
Federal  summer  youth  employment  pro- 
gram, 310, 311, 312, 313 
Federal  Trade  Commission 
Bureau  of  Competition,  836 
Chairman,  314 


Federal   travel,   administration   actions   to 

control,  45 
Federal  unemployment  insurance,  862 
Feldman,  George,  853 
Feltner,  Richard  L.,  583 
Ferrez,  Luis,  1042 
Fiedler,  Arthur,  1052 

Final  Days,  The,  book  about  Richard  M. 
Nixon's  last  days  as  President,  333  [2], 
362  [13] 
Financial  institutions,  legislation,  3 
Financial  Institutions  Act  of   1975,   pro- 
posed, 3 
Findlay,  Ohio,  579 
Finland,  President  Urho  Kekkonen,  707, 

711 
Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Act,  Federal, 

veto,  655 
Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administra- 
tion, National,  776 
Fire  Research  Center,  776 
Fisher,  Robert  Lee,  309 
Fishery   Agreement,   U.S.-Polish   Interna- 
tional, 785 
Fishery  Conservation  and  Management  Act 

of  1976, 337 
Fishing  industry 
Fishery  agreements 
Bulgaria,  1067 
China,  Republic  of,  1047 
German  Democratic  Republic,  1049 
Romania,  1048 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics, 
1050 
Fishery  Conservation  and  Management 

Act  of  1976, 337 
News  conference  remarks,  67    [4],  535 

[17] 
Tuna  legislation,  523 
Fleming,  Robben  W.,  1028 
Fletcher,  James  C,  679 
Flint,  Mich.,  485 
Florida 

Budget  briefing  for  local  officials,  89 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [8,  10], 

107  [6] 
President's   visit,   86-99,    148-167,    175, 

818,  819 
Presidential  primary,  198 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [3, 7] 
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Florida — Continued 
Telephone  remarks  on  dedication  of  the 
Science  and  Technology  Exposition, 
Kennedy  Space  Center,  591 
FNLA.  See  Angola — National  Front  for 

the  Liberation  of  Angola 
Folklif  e  Center,  American,  5 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  288, 289 
Fong,  Sen.  Hiram  L.,  810 
Food 

Florida  budget  briefings,  89 
Foreign  assistance  programs,  769 
Foreign  trading,  392  [5] 
Monopolies,  116 

News  conference  remarks,  107  [  19] 
Prices,  95 
Food  and  Agricultural  Development  Fiind, 

International,  545 
Food  Conference,  World,  904 
Food  and  Drug  Administration,  911 
Food  Exports,  8 
Food  for  Peace  program,  36 
Food  stamp  program,  19,  122,  327  [9],  420 

[9],  685, 721 
Food  Stamp  and  Supplemental  Security  In- 
come Amendments,  943 
Food  Stamp  Vendor  Accountability  Act, 

Emergency,  650 
Footwear  industry,  346, 347 
Ford,  Betty,  16,  95,  98,  116,  121,  138  [13], 
210  [12],  339  [1],  617,  657  [18],  726, 
784,  856, 1014 
Ford,  Jack,  95, 726 
Ford,  Mike,  95 
Ford,  Steve,  95, 726 
Ford,  Susan,  95,  726 
Ford  Committee,  Citizens  for,  853 
Ford  Motor  Co.,  778 
Foreign  assistance 
See  also  specific  countries  and  programs 
Appropriations  bill,  270 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  74) 
Development  and  disaster  assistance  pro- 
gram, 104,  114,  545 
Food  programs,  769 
Legislation,  303,  436,  437 
Military  assistance,  20 
Military  credit  sales  program,  757 
President's  assessment,  116 


Foreign  Assistance  and  Related  Programs 

Appropriations  Act,  629 
Foreign  exchange  students,  418  [19],  665 
Foreign  Intelligence  Advisory  Board,  199 
Foreign   Payments    Disclosure   Act,   pro- 
posed, 709 
Foreign  policy 

Administration  policy,  580 

Africa,  372, 378  [7] 

Campaign  debate  remarks,  854, 947 

Campaign  issue,  209  [  14],  862 

Chicago  Council  of  Foreign  Relations, 
208 

Congressional  role,  118 

Detente,  138  [4],  283,  287  [4],  362  [2] 

Eastern  Europe,  339  [6],  401  [2] 

Economic  Report  of  the  President,  1070 

Food,  instrumental  in,  392  [5] 

Illegal  business  activities,  266  [17] 

Intelligence  activities,  110 

International  cooperation  on  crime,  109 

Middle  East,  401  [4] 

NBC  News  interview,  6 

News  conference  remarks,  86  [12,  17], 
212  [16],  325  [16],  535  [12],  674 

[4] 
Panama  Canal,  354   [9],  362   [1],  398 

[10],415[1] 
Pittsburgh  Economic  Club,  remarks,  967 
President's  assessment,  77,  231  [7],  240 

[5],  362  [8],  398  [4] 
President's  Foreign  Intelligence  Advis- 
ory Board,  279 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [1] 
Remarks  at  Springfield,  111.,  farm  forum, 

181 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  1057 
U.S.  intelligence,  505 
University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
World  Affairs  Council  of  Oregon,  505 
Foreign  political  prisoners,  283 
Foreign   PubHc    Documents,   Convention 
Abolishing  the  Requirement  of  Legis- 
lation for,  676 
Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities  Act,  937 
Forest  Management  Act,  National,  946 
Forest    and    Rangeland    Renewable    Re- 
sources Planning  Act  of  1974, 170,  171 
Forrestal,  U.S.S.,  647 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  88,  89 
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Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  95,  96 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  414-416 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  379-381 

Fort  Worth/Tarrant  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion, 380 

40  Committee,  107  [10] 

Foster,  Johns.,  Jr.,  199 

Foster  Grandparents  program,  318 

Fountain  Valley,  Calif.,  954 

Fourthof  July,  641 

FPC.  See  Federal  Power  Commission 

France 

Bicentennial  gift  to  America,  499 
President  Valery  Giscard  d'Estaing,  489, 

494,  495,  499,  1021 
Representative  to  NATO,  267 
Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  621 

Frankel,  Max,  854 

Fraser,  J.  Malcolm,  692,  696,  698 

Frederick,  PauHne,  854 

Freedom,  President's  views  on,  327  [10] 

Freedom  Foundation  dinner,  361 

Freeland,  Mich.,  487 

Fresno,  Calif.,  263,  264 

Frey,  Repr.  Louis,  Jr.,  48  [7],  86  [8] 

Friendly,  Henry  J.,  1052 

FTC.  See  Federal  Trade  Commission 

Fuel 
Divestiture  of  fuel  companies,  1045 
Mandatory  allocation  program,  356  [5] 

Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide  Act,  Federal 
Insecticide,  725 

Future  Farmers  of  America,  presentation 
of  plaque  to  President,  287  [8] 

Future  Homemakers  of  America,  235 

Future    standards    of    living.    President's 
views,  321  [7] 

Galvin,  Robert  W.,  199 
Gambling,  legalized,  972 
Gandhi,  Indira,  68  [17] 
Gannon,  James,  303 
Garagiola,  Joe,  960 
Gas,  natural 

Deregulation,   138    [9],   189    [11],  321 
[8],398[1] 

Economic  Report  of  the  President,  31 

Energy  message,  1045 

Legislation,  685 

Message  to  Congress,  140 


Gas,  natural — Continued 
News  conference  remarks,  67  [19],  86 

[6],  325  [10],  898  [16] 
Production,  185  [12] 
Radio-Television    News    Directors    As- 
sociation, 48  [  1  ] 
Trans-Canada  pipeline,  possibility,  657 
[21] 
Gasoline 

Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Prices,  1039 
Gates,  Thomas  S.,  Jr.,  229,  340 
General  Accounting  OfHce,  SS  Mayaguez, 

report,  854 
General  Aviation  Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion, 538 
General  revenue  sharing,  19,  38,  49,  57,  62, 
64,  65,  89,  95,  126,  185  [3],  209  [1], 
210  [1],  215  [4],  216,  231  [1],  284 
[5],  321,  352  [11],  354,  [2],  373,  415 
[5],  417,  551,  552,  561,  566,  586,  685, 
782, 835, 890, 947 
General  Services  Administration,  820,  1046 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences,   141, 

780,  1086 
George  C.  Marshall  Memorial  Corridor, 

348 
Georgia 
Freedom   Foundation   dinner,   Atlanta, 

361 
Military  Order  of  World  Wars,  Atlanta, 

359 
News  conference  remarks,  418  [20] 
President  Ford  Committee  reception,  360 
President's  arrival,  358 
Primary  results,  427 
Public  forum,  Atlanta,  362 
Gerald  R.  Ford  Health  and  Physical  Edu- 
cation Building,  Grand  Rapids  Junior 
College,  1010 
German     Democratic     Republic,     fishery 

agreement  w^ith  United  States,  1049 
Germany,  Federal  RepubHc  of 

Chancellor  Helmut  Schmidt,  668,  669, 

671 
Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  621 
Gibson,  Kenneth,  561 
Giscard  d'Estaing,  Valery,  489,  494,  495, 

499,621,1021 
Glendale,  CaHf .,  864,  865 
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Global    Atmospheric    Research    Program, 

824 
Godwin,  Gov.  Mills  E.,  Jr.,  52,  948 
Golden  Helmet  Award,  920 
Goldwater,  Sen.  Barry,  418  [15] 
Gorch  Foc\,  671 
Government,  Federal 

Public  confidence,  354  [10],  674  [21], 

675,  803 
Reduction  of  bureaucracy,  354  [5],  406 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  1057 
Government  in  the  Sunshine  Act,  772,  773 
Governors'  Conference,  National,  126,  131 
Graham,  Martha,  900 
Grain 
Exports,  8,  288,  854 
Farm  forum  remarks 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  288 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  442 
Rockford,  111.,  203 
Springfield,  111.,  181 
Foreign  sales,  333  [17] 
Inspection,  372 
Insurance,  189  [9] 
News  conference  remarks,  898  [3] 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [13] 
Soviet  Union,  sales,  192  [2] 
Texas  Grain  and  Feed  Association,  re- 
marks, 327  [1,  5] 
Grain  Standards  Act,  United  States,  939 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

Masons,  243 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  221,  486,  1009,  1013 
Grants,  Federal 

See  also  General  revenue  sharing;  spe- 
cific programs 
Categorical  programs,  116,  209  [11] 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
National    Governors'    Conference,    126 
Gray,  Gordon,  199 
Great  Britain.  See  United  Kingdom 
Great  Falls  National  Historic  Site,  N.J., 

562 
Great  Lakes  Basin  Commission,  594 
Greater  Houston  Builders  and  Contractors 

Associations,  383 
Greece 

American  Hellenic  Educational  Progres- 
sive Association,  302 
Cyprus,  conflict,  60,  68  [9],  118,  283, 315, 
582,717,850,1051 


Green,  Edith,  853,  959, 975 

Green  Bay,  Wis.,  290-293 

Green  Bay  Packers,  291 

Greener,  William,  740 

Greensboro,  N.C.,  212 

Greenspan,  Alan,  23  (p.  74),  30,  118, 120 

Griffin,  Sen.  Robert  P.,  617,  732,  784 

Guatemala 

Disaster  assistance,  114 

U.S.  disaster  assistance,  104 
Guilford,  N.C.,  213 
Gulfport,  Miss.,  814 

Gun  control,  287  [1],  352  [3],  401  [6],  947 
Gunfiring  incident  at  Soviet  Mission  to 

United  Nations,  286 
Guyer,  Repr.  Tennyson,  578 
Gyorgy,  Paul,  557,  914 

Handicapped 
Federal  aid,  293  [7],  415  [6] 
Teachers  of  children  with  impaired  hear- 
ing, 182 
White  House  Conference,  242 

Handicapped  American  of  the  Year,  369 

Handicapped  Awareness  Week,  National, 
490 

Hanley,  Repr.  James  M.,  810 

Harald,  Crown  Prince,  636 

Harper's  Acre  Retirement  Home,  117 

Hart,  Jane,  1039 

Hart,  Mrs.  Philip  A.,  1077 

Hart,  Sen.  Philip  A.,  1038 

Hart-Scott-Rodino  Antitrust  Improvements 
Act,  836 

Hartford,  Conn.,  672 

Hastie,  William  H.,  344 

Hatch  Act,  293  [6],  334, 335 

Hauppage,  N.Y.,  1000 

Hawthorne,  Calif.,  858 

Hays,  Brooks,  595 

Hays,  Repr.  Wayne  L.,  581 

Health  Care  Act,  Veterans  Omnibus,  940 

Health   Care   Improvement   Act,   Indian, 
840 

Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Depart- 
ment of 
See  also  constituent  agencies 
Appropriations  Act,  1977,  veto,  830 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  62-64,  66, 
67) 
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Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Depart- 
ments of — Continued 
Budget  recissions  and  deferrals,  227,  364, 

697,822,1046 
Commissioner  of  Education,  915 
Equality   in   school   athletic   programs, 

356  [8] 
Father-Son/Mother-Daughter  events,  de- 
cision, 657  [15] 
Office  of  Consumer  AflFairs,  820 
Office  of  Education,  Commissioner,  792 
Office  of  the  Inspector  General,  estab- 
lishment, 901 
Recombinant  DNA  experiments,  801 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  1017 
Secretary,  23  (p.  62-64,  66,  67),  626,  674 

[20],  688,  708,  715,  723 
Swine  flu  vaccine,  257,  258 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Appropri- 
ation Act,  1977,  veto.  Departments  of 
Labor  and,  830 
Health  Maintenance  Organization  Amend- 
ments of  1976,  873 
Health  and  medical  care 
Budget  nev^s  briefing,  23  (p.  62,  63) 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Cooky's  anemia  programs,  823 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  1070 
Educational  assistance,  889 
Emergency  medical  services,  420  [2] 
Federal  health  care  programs,  68   [1], 

135,  136,  288 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Grant  programs,  209  [10] 
Heart  and  lung  diseases,  reports,  491, 496 
Legislation,  685 
Malpractice  insurance.  Federal  role,  189 

[4],  207  [5] 
Medical  and  diagnostics  devices,  542 
Medical    profession,    President's    assess- 
ment, 293  [5] 
Medicare,  512 

National  Cancer  Program,  296 
National  insurance  programs,  207  [5], 
327  [9],  333  [4],  362  [15],  406,  420 

[7] 
Nationalized  medical  system,  266  [  1  ] 
New^s  conference  remarks,  86  [3] 
Nurses  training  programs,  385  [3] 
Older  persons,  24,  39,  70,  92,  533 


Health  and  medical  care — Continued 
Radio-Television  News  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [12] 
Research  and  development,  333  [13],  505 
Sickle  cell  anemia,  425 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
Swine  flu  immunization  program,  257, 
258,  280,  341,  342,  674  [20],  688, 
715,718,723 
University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
Health  Professions  Educational  Assistance 

Act  of  1976,  889 
Health  Services  Administration,  823 
Hearing-impaired,   visual   television   aids, 

929 
Heart  and  Lung  Council,  National,  496 
Heart  and  Lung  Institute,  National,  491 
Helsinki  Conference.  See  Conference  of 

Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe 
Hempstead,  N.Y.,  1001, 1002 
Henderson,  Repr.  David  N.,  810 
Hendricks,  Sterling  Brown,  557, 914 
Herman,  George,  560 
Hernandez-Colon,  Gov.  Rafael,  618 
Heroin,  325  [13] 
Hester,  Camilla  A.,  884 
Hickory,  N.C.,  240 
Highland,  Fla.,  158 
Highways 

Construction,  95, 189  [2],  373  [1] 
Federal-Aid  Highway  Act  of  1976,  428, 

429 
Traffic  safety,  616,  753 
Hills,  Carla  A.,  16,  23  (p.  68,  69),  89,  626, 

712,925  [14],  930,  931,  947 
Hills,  Roderick  M.,  314 
Hirschfelder,  Joseph  O.,  557, 914 
Hispanic  Assembly,  Republican  National, 

702 
Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  National,  768, 

788 
Historic  Preservation  Fund,  National,  826 
Holland,  Harry,  932 
Hollywood-Burbank  Airport,  862 
Holm,  Jeanne,  193 
Holshouser,  Gov.  James  E.,  Jr.,  212  [2], 

369,  771 
Home  Mortgage  Disclosure  Act  of  1975,  3 
Homosexuals,  185  [10],  318 
Honor  America  Program,  642 
Hope,  Bob,  98 
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Horse  Protection  Act  Amendments,  666 
Housing 

Administration's   policy,  339    [12,   13], 
356  [2] 

Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  68,  69) 

Construction,  118 

Credit,  3 

Florida  budget  briefing,  89 

Greater  Houston  Builders  and  Contrac- 
tors Associations,  383 

Legislation,  685 

Section  8  program,  333  [15] 

Starts  and  permits,  790, 969 

State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
Housing  Authorization  Act,  712 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  Depart- 
ment of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing  Man- 
agement, resignation,  35 

Secretary,  16,  23  (p.  68,  69),  89,  625,  626, 
712,925  [14],  930,  931,  947 
Houston,  Tex.,  382-386,  388,  994 
Houston  Music  Theatre,  995 
Hughes,  Howard  R.,  339  [9] 
Human  rights,  283,  842 
Humanities,  and  Cultural  Affairs  Act  of 

1976,  Arts,  875 
Humphrey-Hawkins  bill,  580  [2],  803 
Humphrey,  Sen.  Hubert  H.,  118,  120,  159, 

262,  935 
Hunt,  E.  Howard,  333  [5] 
Hunt  Commission,  189  [10] 
Hussein  I,  King,  271, 274 
Hutar,  Patricia,  791 
Hutchison,  Ray,  742 

ICC.  See  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
Illinois 
Lincoln  Home  National  Visitor's  Center, 

180 
Presidential  primary,  189 
President's  visit,  180-192,  202-211,  907, 
968-970 
Immigration 

Illegal  aliens,  64,  373  [8] 
Indochina  refugees,  1053 
Naturalization  ceremony,  Miami,  Fla., 
148 


Immigration — Continued 
News  conference  remarks,  325  [1],  418 

[19] 
Skinner,  Jonty,  420  [10] 
Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  Amend- 
ments, 927 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service, 

148 
Immunities  Act,  Foreign  Sovereign,  937 
Impacted  aid  programs,  373  [10] 
Imports.  See  International  commerce 
Independence,  Mo.,  447 
India,  68  [17] 

Indian  Affairs,  Bureau  of,  808 
Indian    Health    Care    Improvement    Act, 

840 
Indian  Health  Service,  808 
Indian  Ocean,  U.S.  military  presence,  266 

.[5] 
Indiana 
Butler  University,  352 
General   revenue   sharing,  briefing  for 

Indianapolis  officials,  417 
President  Ford  Committee,  353,  357,  416 
President's  visit,  351,  355,  414,  609,  610, 

979 
Presidential  primary,  418  [1],  427 
Public  forums,  352,  354,  356,  415 
Indiana  Broadcasters  Association,  354 
Indiana  Dunes  National  Seashore,  919 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  351,  353,  417,  979 
Indians,  American 
Leaders,    meeting   with   the   President, 

670 
Native  American  Awareness  Week,  867 
Indochina,  247,  611,  797, 1053 
Indonesia,  181 
Inflation,  19,  23  (p.  50),  31,  49,  62,  95,  118, 

193,321  [6],  352  [13],  957,  1070 
Inflation     Impact     Statements     program, 

1043 
Information  Agency,  United  States,  1046 
Inland  Daily  Press  Association,  138 
Insecticide,    Fungicide,    and    Rodenticide 

Act,  Federal,  725 
Inspector  General,  Office  of  the,  901 
Intelligence  activities 
See  also  Central   Intelligence   Agency; 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803 
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Intelligence  activities — Continued 

Congressional    investigations,    40,     192 

Electronic  surveillance,  proposed   legis- 
lation, 252 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Foreign    Intelligence    Advisory    Board, 

199 
Foreign  policy,  505 
Identity  of  agents,  283 
Legislation,  685 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [14,  15], 

107  [1,2,  4,  7,  13,  16],  387  [28] 
President's  assessment,  118 
President's    Foreign    Intelligence    Advi- 
sory Board,  279 
Reform  of  intelligence  community,  110, 

231  [8],  685 
Reorganization  of  intelligence  commu- 
nity, 207  [6] 
Intelligence  Oversight  Board,  107  [10,  14], 

124 
Intelligence  Reviev^  Board,  207  [6] 
Inter-American  Convention  on  the  Grant- 
ing of  Political  Rights  to  Women,  241 
Interior,  Department  of 
Assistant  Secretary,  702 
Budget  rescission,  802 
Georgia  reclamation  project,  418  [20] 
Predator  control  reorganization,  1082 
Reclamation  Authorization  Act  of  1975, 

201 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  336 
Secretary,  13,  583,  670,  789 
Teton  Dam  collapse,  583, 587 
Internal  Revenue  Service 

Corporate  payments  abroad,  709 
Drug  trafficking,  818 
International    Association     of    Chiefs    of 

Police,  818 
International  Atomic  Energy  Agency,  987 
International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and 

Development,  181,  685 
International  Chamber  of  Conference,  86 

[1] 

International   Civil   Aviation    Conference, 

959 
International  Clergy  Week,  43 
International  Coflee  Agreement,  1976,  295 


International  commerce 
Automobiles,  401  [1] 
Beef,  376 

Chrome  imports,  420  [5] 
Corporate  payments  abroad,  709 
Dairy  products,  268,  288 
Earthenw^are  industry,  409 
Farm  forum  remarks,  Rockford,  111.,  203 
Foreign  grain  sales  192  [3],  333  [17], 

422,  576 
Generalized  System  of  Preferences,  141, 

780,  1086 
International   CofiFee   Agreement,   1976, 

295 
International   Economic   Report   of  the 

President,  1071 
Legislation,  685 
Limitations  of  exports,  181 
Multilateral  trade  negotiations,  1 1 
Oil  prices,  541 

Radio-Television  New^s  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [13] 
Romania,    waiver    authority    extension, 

548 
Shoes,  284  [1] 

Stainless  steel  flatware  industry,  410,  412 
Sugar  imports,  795,  796 
Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  re- 
marks, 619-621 
Trade  agreements  program,  189  [1] 
United  Nations  activities,  342 
U.S.-China  agreement,  674  [17] 
U.S.  footwear  industry,  347 
International  Convention  for  the  Safety  of 

Life  at  Sea,  1974, 748 
International  Council  on  Shopping  Centers, 

516 
International    Development,    Agency    for, 

104,493,545,1037 
International  Economic  Report  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 223 
International  Energy   Institute,   proposed, 

987 
International  Eucharistic  Congress,  720 
International  exhibitions,  492 
International  Food  and  Agricultural  De- 
velopment Fund,  545 
International  Fund  for  Agricultural  De- 
velopment, 1037 
International  Labor  Organization,  26,  842 


A-35 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


International   Monetary   Fund,   621,   685, 

986,  1071 
International  Navigational   Rules   Act  of 

1976,874 
International    Olympic    Committee,    657 

[9],  902 
International     Security     Assistance     and 

Arms  Export  Control  Act,  630 
International  terrorism  prevention,  876 
International  Tin  Agreement,  612 
International  Trade  Commission,  United 
States.  See  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission 
International  Whaling  Commission,  910 
International  Wheat  Agreement,  605 
International  Wheat  Council,  769 
Iowa,  904 

Iowa  State  University,  904 
Iran,  854 
Ireland 

Joint  Communique,  226 
Prime  Minister  Liam  M.  Cosgrave,  222, 
225,  226 
Irving  (Tex.)   Bar  Association  Law  Day 

dinner,  323 
Israel 

See  also  Middle  East 
American  Jewish  Committee,  473 
B'nai    B'rith    Biennial    Convention,   re- 
marks, 766 
B  nai  B'rith  International  Bicentennial 

Convention,  196 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Lebanon,  involvement,  505 
News  conference  remarks,  325  [4],  925 

[131,  898  [31 
Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin,  32,  34, 

41,560  [81,854 
Rescue  of  hostages  in  Uganda,  648,  657 

[4,  10] 
U.S.  economic  and  military  assistance, 

68  [14],  210  [2],  420,  885 
United  States-Israel  Convention  on  In- 
come Tax,  78 
Italian  Americans,  787,  806 
Italy 

Earthquake,    U.S.    disaster    assistance, 

545,  787 
News  conference  remarks,  674  [14,  19] 
Prime  Minister  Giulio  Andreotti,  1023, 
1024 


Italy — Continued 

Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  621 
U.S.  disaster  assistance,  453, 493 

Jackson,  Miss.,  703,  704 

James,  Frances,  30 

James,  Lt.  Gen.  Daniel  L.,  "Chappie,"  362 

[5] 
Japan 

Bicentennial  gift  to  U.S.,  623 

Non-proliferation   of  nuclear  weapons, 
514 

Prime  Minister  Takeo  Miki,  624 

Summit  conference  in- Puerto  Rico,  621 
Japanese  Americans,  111 
Jaycees,  United  States,  610,  790 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  338 
Jewish  High  Holy  Days,  809 
Johnson,  Repr.  Albert  W.,  810 
Johnson,  Lady  Bird,  304, 1052 
Johnson  Memorial  Grove,  Lyndon  Baines, 

304 
Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  476 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  925  [3],  947 
Joint  statements 

Australia,  698 

Ireland,  226 

Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  621 
Joliet,  111.,  907 

Jordan,  King  Hussein  1, 271, 274 
Justice,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 

Antitrust  Division,  836 

Attorney   General,    116,   497,   543,  560 
[6],  626,  709,  763  [18],  972,  1076 

Drug  abuse  message,  368 

News  conference  remarks,  535  [10] 

Office  of  Professional  Responsibility,  pro- 
posed, 675 

Office  of  Special  Prosecutor,  proposed, 
675 

Reorganization  legislation,  685 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  485 
Kansas,  President's  visit,  735 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  726-734 
Keene,N.H.,  115-117 
Kekkonen,Urho,  707,711 
Kelley,  Clarence  M.,  674  [35],  763  [18], 
763  [24],  925  [3] 
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Kennedy  International  Airport,  John  F., 

934 
Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 

John  R,  623 
Kennedy  Space  Center,  Fla.,  John  F.,  591 
Kent  County,  Mich.,  Republican  Commit- 
tee, 831 
Kentucky 

Armed  Forces  Day  dinner,  484 
Bill  signings  remarks,  483 
President  Ford  Committee  reception,  482 
Presidential  primaries,  523 
President's  visit  ,481, 980 
Killanin,  Lord  Michael,  902 
Kimball,  Spencer  W.,  637 
King,  Coretta  Scott,  17 
King,  Martin  Luther,  Jr.,  17 
Kiser,  Bill,  369 

Kissinger,  Henry  A.,  16,  60,  133,  159,  207 
[1],  209  [14],  212  [16,  17],  215  [1], 
287  [9],  293  [2],  308,  325  [20],  339 
[3],  352  [2],  362  [8],  396,  406,  418 
[15],  523  [3],  560  [12],  599,  763  [1], 
770,  778,  784,  850,  854,  856,  939,  1061 
Kleppe,  Thomas  S.,  13, 583,  670,  789 
Knowles,  Warren  P.,  307 
KobeUnski,  Mitchell  P.,  81,  82,  805 
Koby,  Chester  "Buddy,"  565 
Kohler,  Gov.  Walter  J.,  284 
Korea,  Republic  of 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Nev^s  conference  remarks,  418  [5] 
Taxation  and  fiscal  evasion  convention 
with,  U.S.,  754 
Kraft,  Joseph,  947 

Labor 

Blue  collar  support  for  the  President, 

354  [3] 
Collective  bargaining,  321  [12] 
Labor-management  legislation,  293  [3], 

398  [5] 
Taft-Hartley  Act,  287  [3] 
Trucking  industry  contract  negotiations, 

294 
Unions,  398  [7] 
Labor,  Department  of 
See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Appropriation  act,  1977,  veto,  830 
Budget  rescissions  and  deferrals,  227, 651, 

1022 


Labor,  Department  of — Continued 
Employment  figures,  284 
Secretary,  15, 75, 626 
Labor  Day,  755 

Labor  and  Health,  Education,  and  Wel- 
fare Appropriation  Act,    1977,  veto. 
Departments  of,  830 
Labor  Organization,  International,  842 
La  Crosse,  Wis.,  265, 266 
Laguna  Hills,  Calif.,  512 
Laird,  Melvin,  199 
Lake  Worth,  Fla.,  152 
La  Mesa,  Calif.,  955 
Land,  Edwin  H.,  199 
Land  Heritage  program.  Bicentennial,  743, 

745,  746 
Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  bill, 

825,  826 
Langhorne,  Pa.,  996 
Lansing,  Mich.,  485 
Lantana,  Fla.,  153 
Laos,    General    System    of    Preferences, 

withdrawal,  141 
Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  515-517 
Latter-day  Saints,  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 

of,  637 
Lausche,  Frank,  1005 
Law  enforcement  and  crime 
Administration  policy,  406 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803,  947 
'     District  of  Columbia  undercover  opera- 
tions, 664 
Drug  abuse,  128, 129,  368 
Drug  Law  Enforcement,  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee for,  464 
Electronic  surveillance,  252 
Fort  Worth/Tarrant  County   Bar  As- 
sociation, 380 
Gun  control,  68  [2],  287  [1],  352  [3] 
International  Association   of  Chiefs  of 

Police,  remarks,  818 
International  cooperation,  109 
Legislation,  685,  742 
President's  views,  513 
Radio  address,  988 
Remarks  at  South  Florida  Chapter  Bar 

Association  dinner,  97 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
U.S.   citizens   legal  rights  abroad,  325 
[19] 
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Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administra- 
tion, 818 
Law  of  the  Sea  Conference,  67  [4],  337 
Lawton,  Okla.,  866 
Laxalt,  Sen.  Paul,  732 
League  of  Women  Voters,  750 
Lebanon 

Administration  policy,  505 
Assassination  of  U.S.  embassy  officials, 

599,  606 
Evacuation  of  American  citizens,  604, 

607,  608 
News  conference  remarks,  282  [5],  325 

Syrian  intervention,  560  [8] 
I^gal  Services  Corporation,  699 
Legislation,    disapproved.    See    Veto    re- 
marks, messages,  and  memorandums 
of  disapproval 
Legislation,    remarks    and  statements    on 
approval 

Airport  and  Airway  Development  Act 
Amendments,  remarks  and  state- 
ment, 661,  662 

Alaska  Natural  Gas  Transportation  Act, 
statement,  945 

Allied  wartime  veterans  medical  benefits, 
remarks,  897 

American  Folklife  Preservation  Act, 
statement,  5 

Armed  Forces  Reserves  bill,  remarks, 
483 

Arthritis,  Diabetes,  and  Digestive  Dis- 
eases Amendments,  statement,  924 

Arts,  Humanities,  and  Cultural  Aflairs 
Act  of  1976,  statement,  875 

Bretton  Woods  Agreement  Act  amend- 
ments, statement,  926 

Budget  rescission  bill,  statement,  269 

Child  day  care  bill,  remarks  and  state- 
ment, 759,  760 

Coastal  Zone  Management  Act  Amend- 
ments, remarks  and  statement,  690, 
691 

Comprehensive  Alcohol  Abuse  and  Al- 
coholism Prevention,  Treatment, 
and  Rehabilitation  Act  Amend- 
ments, statement,  693 

Congaree  Swamp,  S.C.,  designation  as  a 
national  monument,  statement,  918 


Legislation — Continued 

Consumer  Leasing  Act  of  1976,  remarks, 
249 

Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission 
Improvements  Act  of  1976,  state- 
ment, 458 

Delta  Queen,  exemption  from  certain 
vessel  laws,  statement,  912 

Department  of  Defense  Appropriation 
Act,  1976,  statement,  73 

Department  of  Defense  Appropriations 
Act,  1977,  remarks,  800 

Department  of  Defense  Appropriations 
Authorization  Act,  1977,  statement, 
667 

District  of  Columbia  Criminal  Code,  pro- 
hibition of  revision,  statement,  761 

Drug  Abuse  Office  and  Treatment  Act 
Amendments,  statement,  232 

Education  Amendments  of  1976,  state- 
ment, 888 

Emergency  Food  Stamp  Vendor  Ac- 
countability Act,  statement,  650 

Emergency  Livestock  Credit  Act,  exten- 
sion, remarks,  905 

Equal  Credit  Opportunity  Act  Amend- 
ments of  1976,  remarks  and  state- 
ment, 249,  250 

Eugene  O'Neill's  home  and  property, 
designation  as  historical  site,  state- 
ment, 917 

Federal- Aid  Highway  Act  of  1976,  re- 
marks and  statement,  428,  429 

Federal  Election  Campaign  Act  Amend- 
ments of  1976,  statement,  457 

Financial  institutions,  electronic  fund 
transfers,  and  home  mortgage  dis- 
closure bill,  statement,  3 

Fishery  Conservation  and  Management 
Act  of  1976,  statement,  337 

Food  Stamp  and  Supplemental  Security 
Income  Amendments,  statement, 
943 

Foreign  Assistance  and  Related  Pro- 
grams Appropriations  Act,  state- 
ment, 629 

Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities  Act, 
statement,  937 

Government  in  the  Sunshine  Act,  re- 
marks and  statement,  772,  773 
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Legislation — Continued 

Hart-Scott-Rodino  Antitrust  Improve- 
ments Act,  statement,  836 

Health  Maintenance  Organization 
Amendments  of  1976,  statement, 
873 

Health  Professions  Educational  Assist- 
ance Act  of  1976,  statement,  889 

Horse  Protection  Act  Amendments  of 

1976,  statement,  666 

Housing  Authorization  Act,  statement, 
712 

Immigration  and  Nationality  Act 
Amendments  of  1976,  statement, 
927 

Income  tax  reduction  bill,  remarks,  628 

Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act, 
statement,  840 

Indiana  Dunes  National  Seashore,  ex- 
pansion, statement,  919 

International  Security  Assistance  and 
Arms  Export  Control  Act,  state- 
ment, 630 

International  terrorism  prevention,  state- 
ment, 876 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  commemoration  of 
birth,  remarks,  338 

Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund, 
remarks  and  statement,  825,  826 

Legislative  Branch  Appropriation  Act, 

1977,  statement,  841 

Medical  Device  Amendments  of  1976, 
statement,  542 

Medicare  extension,  statement,  673 

Mid-decade  population  census,  state- 
ment, 913 

Military  Construction  Authorization 
Act,  1977,  statement,  834 

National  Emergencies  Act,  statement, 
781 

National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control 
Administration  and  Fire  Research 
Center,  appropriations,  statement, 
776 

National  Forest  Management  Act,  state- 
ment, 946 

Naval  Petroleum  Reserves  Production 
Act  of  1976,  remarks  and  state- 
ment, 298,  299 


Legislation — Continued 

National  Science  and  Technology  Policy, 
Organization,  and  Priorities  Act  of 
1976,  remarks  and  statement,  451, 
452  ' 

National  swine  flu  immunization  pro- 
gram, remarks  and  statement,  341, 
342,  723 

New  River,  N.C.,  remarks,  771 

Northern  Mariana  Islands,  covenant 
establishing  commonwealth  status, 
remarks  and  statement,  255,  256 

OfEce  of  the  Inspector  General,  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  statement,  901 

Olson,  Dr.  Frank,  relief  of  survivors, 
statement,  883 

Olympic  Winter  Games  Authorization 
Act,  statement,  829 

Packers  and  Stockyards  Act  of  1921, 
amendments,  remarks  and  state- 
ment, 774,  775 

Point  Reyes  National  Seashore,  Calif., 
statement,  916 

Postal  Reorganization  Act  Amendments, 
statement,  810 

Public   Broadcasting  Financing  Act  of 

1975,  statement,  2 

Public  Safety  Officers'  Benefits  Act  of 

1976,  remarks  and  statement,  827, 
828 

Public  Works  Employment  Appropria- 
tions Act,  statement,  845 

Railroad  Revitalization  and  Regulatory 
Reform  Act,  remarks  and  statement, 
58,  59 

Reclamation  Authorization  Act  of  1975, 
statement,  201 

Resource  Conservation  and  Recovery 
Act,  statement,  938 

Rural  research  and  development  activ- 
ities, remarks,  301 

Rural  Electrification  Administration 
Technical  Amendments  Act,  state- 
ment, 928 

Sea  Grant  Program  Improvement  Act 
of  1976,  statement,  874 

Second  Supplemental  Appropriations 
Act,  remarks,  545 

Small  Business  Administration  amend- 
ments, statement,  558 
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Legislation — Continued 

Spanish  Americans,  publication  of  eco- 
nomic and  social  statistics,  remarks 
and  statement,  596,  597 

State  and  Local  Fiscal  Assistance 
Amendments  of  1976,  remarks,  890 

Supplementary  security  income  bill, 
statement,  721 

Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976,  remarks  and 
statement,  847,  848 

Teton  Dam  disaster  assistance,  remarks, 
758 

Toxic  Substances  Control  Act,  state- 
ment, 882 

United  States  Grain  Standards  Act, 
statement,  939 

Valley  Forge  National  Historical  Park, 
Pa.,  establishment,  remarks,  644 

Veterans  benefits,  remarks  and  state- 
ments 832,  833,  903,  940 

Waste  water  treatment  plants,  loan  guar- 
antees for  construction,  statement, 
923 

Wetlands  Loan  Extension  Act  of  1976, 
statement,  106 

Whale     Conservation     and     Protection 
Study  Act,  statement,  910 
Legislative    Branch    Appropriation    Act, 

1977,  841 
Legislative  Council  of  the  National  Retired 

Teachers  Association,  24 
Lemnitzer,  Gen.  Lyman  L.,  199 
Lenoir  Rhyne  College,  240 
Leonard,  Will  E.,  Jr.,  780, 796 
Letters,  messages,  telegrams 

See  also  Congress,  communications  to; 
Memorandums  to  Federal  officials 
and  agencies;  Resignations  and  re- 
tirements 

Black  History  Month,  74 

Carter,  Jimmy,  telegram,  908,  1014 

Chinese  New  Year,  message,  42 

Data  collection  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, letter  to  heads  of  departments 
and  agencies,  173 

District  of  Columbia  city  council  chair- 
man, message  disapproving  shop- 
book  rule  bill,  146 


Letters,  messages,  telegrams — Continued 

Generalized  System  of  Preferences,  re- 
moval of  products  from  duty-free 
treatment,  letter  to  United  States 
International  Trade  Commission 
Chairman,  780 

Hart,  Mrs.  Philip  A.,  letter  on  clemency 
program,  1077 

International  Clergy  Week,  43 

International  Olympic  Committee,  let- 
ter to  President  Killanin,  902 

International  Trade  Commission,  Chair- 
man, Imports  of  dry  milk  mixtures 
and  other  imports,  letter,  268 

Israeli  rescue  of  hostages  in  Uganda,  let- 
ter to  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitz- 
hak Rabin,  648 

Malraux,  Andre,  death,  message  to 
French  President  Giscard  d'Estaing, 
1021 

National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bish- 
ops, letter  to  Archbishop  Joseph 
L.  Bernardin,  769 

National  Handicapped  Awareness, 
Week,  message,  490 

National  Newspaper  Carrier  Day,  mes- 
sage, 878 

National  Newspaper  Week,  message,  879 

Naval  Petroleum  Reserves  Production 
Act,  letter  to  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, Federal  Energy  Administra- 
tor, and  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  789 

President's  papers,  donation  to  Govern- 
ment, letter  to  Archivist  of  U.S.  and 
president  of  University  of  Michi- 
gan, 1028 

Ramadan,  message,  821 

Republican  Vice-Presidential  candidate 
selection,  letter  to  Convention  dele- 
gates, 706 

Silberman,  Laurence  H.,  letter  on  United 
States  participation  in  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Organization,  26 

Sugar  imports,  letter  to  United  States  In- 
ternational     Trade      Commission 
Chairman,  796 
Levey,  Jeanne,  98 
Levi,  Edward  H.,  116,  497,  560  [6],  626, 

709,763  [18],  972,  1079 
Liberia,  President  William  R.  Tolbert,  Jr., 
794,  798 
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Library  and  Information  Services,  White 

House  Conference  on,  266  [6],  678 
Library  of  Congress,  5 
Libya,  news  conference  remarks,  674  [11, 

12] 
Lima,  Ohio,  578 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  80 
Lincoln,  111.,  907 
Lincoln,  Nebr.,  445,  446 
Lincoln  Day  Dinner,  221 
Lincoln  Home  National  Visitor's  Center, 

180 
Lisagor,  Peter,  1027 
Little  Beaver  Creek,  Ohio,  72 
Litton,  Repr.  Jerry,  713 
Livestock  Credit  Act,  Emergency,  exten- 
sion, 905 
Livestock  feed  assistance,  emergency,  1029 
Livestock  industry,  422 
Livonia,  Mich.,  1008 
Locks  and  Dam  26, 181,  203,  738 
Logan  Community  College,  John  A.,  192 
Longview^,  Tex.,  376 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  262,  863 
Los  Angeles  Press  Club,  523 
Louisiana 

Bossier  City  Ambassador's  Club,  374 

Meeting  w^ith  State  officials,  373 

President's  visit,  371-374,  812 

U.S.  district  judge,  372, 373  [6] 
Louisiana  National  Guard  Military  Ball, 

375 
Louisville,  Ky.,  481-484 
Low-income  persons 

Federal  assistance,  64 

Food  stamp  program,  122 

Health  care  programs,  136 

Social  services,  126 
Lozano,  Ignatio,  702 
Lubbock,  Tex.,  400-404 
Luce,  Claire  Boothe,  199 
Lujan,  Repr.  Manuel,  Jr.,  702 
Lumber  industry,  Greater  Houston  Build- 
ers and  Contractors  Association,  383 
Lutcher,La.,  812 
Lyndon  Baines  Johnson  Memorial  Grove, 

304 
Lynn,  James  T.,  23  (p.  59,  65,  66),  315,  687 

MacAvoy,  Paul  W.,  30, 315,  964 
Mackin,  Catherine,  778 


MacLeish,  Archibald,  1052 
Magna  Carta  delegation,  554 
Mahon,  Repr.  George  H.,  611, 796 
Malaysia,    Prime    Minister    Tun    Abdul 

Razak,  18 
Malkiel,  Burton,  30 
Malraux,  Andre,  1021 
Management  and  Budget,  Office  of 

Alternative  energy  sources  study,  1045 
Consumer  representation  plans,  820 
Deputy  Director,  23  (p.  66),  64 
Director,  23  (p.  59,  65,  66),  45,  315,  626, 

687,  844,  1043 
Federal  grant  programs,  944 
Letter     to     Congressional     Committee 
Chairmen    on    Federal    compensa- 
tion, 1074 
National  Security  and  International  Af- 
fairs, Associate  Director,  23  (p.  59) 
Manchester,  N.H.,  63 
Mao  Tse-tung,  767 
Marijuana,  68  [3],  215  [15],  266  [8],  325 

[8] 
Marine  Corps,  U.S.,  378  [4] 
Marion,  111.,  191,  192 
Markley,  Rodney  W.,  Jr.,  831 
Marriott,  J.  Willard,  Sr.,  642 
Marrs,  Theodore  C,  670 
Martin,  Repr.  James  C,  234 
Martin,  James  S.,  Jr.,  679 
Martin,  John  B.,  932 
Martinez,  Samuel  R.,  343,  702 
Maryland 

President's  visit,  671 
Primary  results,  497 
Massachusetts,  oilspill,  1036 
Mathews,  David,  23  (p.  62),  626,  674  [20], 

688,  708,  715,  723 
Maynard,  Robert,  947 
Mayors,  U.S.  Conference  of,  38 
McClellan,  Sen.  John  L.,  611,  797 
McCormack,  John  W.,  1026 
McGee,  Sen.  Gale  W.,  810 
McLucas,  John  L.,  661, 941 
Meany,  George,  23  (p.  65),  288 
Medal  for  Distinguished  Public  Service, 

Department  of  Defense,  267 
Medford,  Oreg.,  501,  502 
Medical  Device  Amendments  of  1976,  542 
Medical    malpractice    insurance,    95,    189 

[4],  207  [5] 
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Medicare,  19,  23  (p.  57,  58,  62,  63,  66),  24, 

69,  70,  89,  92,  207  [5],  512,  673,  685 
Meetings    with    agency    and    department 
heads.   Drug   Enforcement   Adminis- 
tration, exchange  of  remarks  with  Ad- 
ministrator, 129 
Meetings  with  Foreign  Leaders 

AustraHa,   Prime   Minister   J.   Malcolm 

Fraser,  692,  696 
Canada,   Prime   Minister   Pierre  Elliott 

Trudeau,  600 
Denmark,  Queen  Margrethe,  455 
Finland,  President  Urho  Kekkonen,  707, 

711 
France,  President  Valery  Giscard  d'Es- 

taing,  489,  494,  495,  499 
Germany,  Federal  Republic  of.  Chancel- 
lor Helmut  Schmidt,  668,  669,  671 
Ireland,  Prime  Minister  Liam  M.  Cos- 
grave,  222, 225,  226 
Israel,  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin, 

32,  34,  41 
Italy,  Prime  Minister  Giulio  Andreotti, 

1023,  1024 
Japan,  Prime  Minister  Takeo  Miki,  623, 

624 
Jordan,  King  Hussein  1, 271, 274 
Liberia,  President  William  R.  Tolbert, 

Jr.,  794,  798 
Spain,  King  Juan  Carlos,  547,  549,  553 
United  Kingdom,  Queen  Elizabeth  II, 
654,  656 
Meir,  Golda,  497 

Meloy,_  Francis  E.,  Jr.,  599,  604,  606 
Memorandum  to  Federal  employees  and 
military  personnel.  Combined  Federal 
Campaign,  450 
Memorandums    to    Federal    officials    and 
agencies 
Agricultural  Policy  Committee,  establish- 
ment, 200 
Arab  boycotts  of  American  businesses, 

859 
Combined  Federal  Campaign,  449,  590 
Consumer  representation  plans,  820 
Drug  Abuse  Prevention,  Treatment,  and 
Rehabilitation,  Cabinet  Committee 
on,  465 
Drug  Law  Enforcement,  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee for,  464 


Memorandums    to   Federal    officials    and 
agencies — Continued 
Federal  Energy  Management  Program, 

establishment,  1015 
Federal  Executive  Boards,  660 
Federal  summer  youth  employment  pro- 
gram, 310,  312 
General  schedule  classification,  539 
Interdepartmental  Savings  Bonds  Com- 
mittee, 13 
Noise  standards  for  commercial  aircraft, 
memorandum  for  Federal  Aviation 
Administrator,  941 
President's  Committee  on  Urban  Devel- 
opment   and    Neighborhood    Revi- 
talization,  626 
Recombinant  DNA  experiments,  801 
Red  Cross  Month,  134 
Special    Assistant    for    Indian    Affairs, 

designation,  741 
Special  Representative  for  Trade  Nego- 
tiations 
Footwear  industry,  346 
Import  relief  for  earthenware  indus- 
try, 409 
Stainless  steel  flatware  industry,  410 
Swine  flu  immunization  program,  280 
Task  Force  on  Questionable  Corporate 
Payments     Abroad,    establishment, 
275 
Vietnam  war  era  selective  service  dis- 
charges.  Service   Secretaries,   Com- 
mandant of  the  Coast  Guard,  and 
Attorney  General,  1076 
Memorial  Day,  544 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  477-480 
Mexico 
Drug  abuse  message,  368 
Illegal  aliens,  64 

News  conference  remarks,  325  [1,  13] 
President  Echeverria,  137 
Mexico-United    States    Interparliamentary 

Conference,  137 
MIA's.  See  Missing  in  action 
Middle  East 
Administration  policy,  401  [4],  461 
Arab  boycott  of  American   businesses, 

854, 859, 925  [5],  925  [8] 
B'nai  B'rith  Convention,  remarks,  766 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Peace  negotiations,  560  [8],  569 
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Middle  East — Continued 
Soviet  involvement,  402  [2] 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  1057 
U.S.  arms  sales,  210  [2] 
United  Nations  activities,  842 
U.S.  military  aid,  68  [11],  420  [3,4] 
U.S.  Sinai  Support  Mission,  411 

Middletown,  Ohio,  574 

Migratory  w^aterfowl,  106 

Miki,Takeo,621,623,624 

Military,  U.S.  See  Armed  Forces,  U.S. 

Military  Construction  Authorization  Act, 
1977,  834 

Military  construction  bill,  veto,  638 

Military  deserters   and  draft  evaders,   68 
[20],  585,  803 

Military  Order  of  World  Wars,  Atlanta 
Chapter,  359 

Milk.  See  Dairy  products 

Miller,  Capt.  Charles  T.,  854 

MiUiken,  Gov.  WilUam  G.,  726 

Milonov^ski,  John,  805 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  282-285,  989,  990 

Mining 

Black  lung  legislation,  192  [7] 
Surface  mining  legislation,  209  [12] 

Minorities 
See  also  specific  groups 
Black  History  Month,  74 
Business,  321  [3] 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  947 
News  conference  remarks,  387  [23],  925 
[12] 

Minuteman  III,  387  [33] 

MIRV's,  854 

Missing  in  action,  240  [3],  354  [7],  546, 
689,  762,  854 

Mission  Viejo,  Calif.,  511 

Mississippi,  President's  visit,  703,  704,  813- 
816 

Mississippi  River,  Locks  and  Dam  26,  738 

Missouri 

Harry  S  Truman  statue,  447 
President's  visit,  7,  8,  588,  589,  726-734, 
909,  991,  993 

Missouri  River  Basin  Commission,  594 

Mobile,  Ala.,  817 

Moghrabi,  Zohair,  606 

Mohammed  Shrine  Temple,  Peoria,  111., 
186 

Monetary  Fund,  International,  621,  986 


Monopolies,  321  [12] 

Monticello,  Va.,  649 

Morality  in  United  States,  President's  as- 
sessment, 283 

Morgan,  Repr.  Thomas  E.,  611,  797 

Moro,  Aldo,  621 

Morton,  Rogers  C.  B.  273,  726,  740,  742 

Motor  carriers,  685 

Motor  vehicles.  See  Automobiles 

Moynihan,  Daniel  P.,  54,  86  [5],  89,  133, 
138  [5] 

MPLA.  See  Angola — Popular  Movement 
for  the  Liberation  of  Angola 

Mullen,  Mary,  24 

Multinational  corporations,  1071 

Multiple  Sclerosis  Mother  and  Father  of 
the  Year  award,  454 

Murchison,  Ruby,  219 

Murphy,  Betty  Southard,  16 

Murphy,  Robert,  107  [1,  10],  124,  199 

Mutual  and  balanced  force  reductions,  701 

Namibia,  778,  784 

NASA.  See  National  Aeronautics  and 
Space  Administration 

Nashua,  N.H.,  65 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Adminis- 
tration, 356  [9],  679 

National  Air  and  Space  Museum,  631 

National  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  As- 
sociation, 64 

National  Alliance  of  Businessmen,  306 

National  Archives  and  Records  Service, 
639,  1028 

National  Association  of  Broadcasters,  964 

National  Association  of  Evangelicals,  125 

National  Association  of  Secondary  School 
Principals,  105 

National  Aviation  Experimental  Center, 
972 

National  Cancer  Program,  296 

National  Commission  on  Electronic  Fund 
Transfers,  3 

National  Commission  on  the  Observance  of 
International  Women's  Year,  1975, 
634,  651 

National  Community  Christmas  Tree,  1030 

National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops, 
769 

National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  569 
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National  Council  on  the  Arts,  744 
National  Defense  University,  1075 
National  Education  Association,  Bicenten- 
nial commemorative  plaque,  14 
National  Emergencies  Act,  781 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  744 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities, 

1079 
National  Energy  Outlook  Report,  177 
National  Exchange  Club,  663 
National  Farm  Credit  Bureau,  Directors, 

793 
National  Federation  of  Business  and  Pro- 
fessional Women's  Clubs,  179 
National      Federation      of      Republican 

Women,  791 
National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Ad- 
ministration, "176 
National  Forest  Management  Act,  946 
National  Governors'  Conference,  126,  131 
National  Guard  Association,  749 
National  health  insurance  programs,  327 
[9],  333  [4],  362  [15],  406,  420  [7] 
National  Hispanic  Heritage  Week,  768, 788 
National  Historic  Preservation  Fund,  826 
National  Institutes  of  Health,  23  (p.  62), 

823 
National   Labor   Relations   Board,   Chair- 
man, 16 
National   League  of  American   Prisoners 

and  Missing  in  Southeast  Asia,  689 
National  Medal  of  Science,  557,  914 
National  Network  on  Aging,  70 
National  Newspaper  Association,  231 
National  Newspaper  Carrier  Day,  878 
National  Newspaper  Week,  879 
National   Oceanic  and   Atmospheric  Ad- 
ministration,   World    Weather    Pro- 
gram, 824 
National  Parkinson  Institute,  98 
National  Parks  System,  746,  1084 
National  Prayer  Breakfast,  37 
National  Religious  Broadcasters,  125 
National  Science  Board,  130,  839 
National  Science  Foundation,  246 
National  Science  and  Technology  Policy, 
Organization,   and   Priorities  Act  of 
1976,  451,  452 
National   Security  Act  of   1947,   veto   of 

amendments,  1 
National  Security  Council,  1 


National  Teacher  of  the  Year,  219 
National  Teenage  Republican  Leadership 

Conference,  603 
National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  system,  72 
National  Wilderness  System,  916 
National    Wildlife    Refuge    System,    746, 

1084 
Nationality  Act  Amendments,  Immigration 

and,  927 
Native  American  Awareness  Week,  867 
NATO.  See  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Orga- 
nization 
Natural  gas.  See  Gas,  natural 
Natural  Gas  Transportation  Act,  Alaska, 

945 
Naval  Petroleum  Reserves  Production  Act 

of  1976,  298,  299,  789 
Navigational  Rules  Act  of  1976,  Interna- 
tional, 877 
Navy,  Department  of  the.  Secretary,  789, 

1076 
Navy,  U.S. 

Nuclear  power,  84 
President's  assessment,  118 
Secretary,  789,  1079 
Shipbuilding  program,  68  [13],  519 
NBC  News  interview,  6 
Nebraska 

Bergan-Mercy  Hospital,  groundbreaking 

ceremonies,  440 
President  Ford   Committees,  441,  443, 

446 
National  Educational  Secretaries  Associ- 
ation, 445 
Omaha  farm  forum,  442 
President's  arrival,  439 
University  of  Nebraska,  444 
Neighborhood  Revitalization,  Conference 

on  Ethnicity  and,  426 
Neighborhood    Revitalization,   President's 
Committee    on   Urban   Development 
and,  625,  626,  787,  805,  846,  925  [14], 
930,931,947 
Nelson,  Jack,  947 
Nessen,  Ronald  H.,  566 
Nevada 

International  Council  on  Shopping  Cen- 
ters, 516 
President   Ford   Committee,   reception, 

517 
President's  arrival,  515 
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New  Coalition,  55 1 ,  552 

New  England  River  Basins  Commission, 

594 
New  Hampshire 

Democratic  primary,  138  [8] 

Governor,  67  [2, 6] 

News  conference  remarks,  67  [1, 14],  107 

[6] 

People's  Bicentennial  Commission,  68 

Presidential  primary,  116,  138  [1],  159 

President's  visit,  63-66,  68,  115-121 
New  Jersey 

President  Ford  Committee,  895 

President's  visit,  561-565,  894, 972-974 

Republican  convention  delegates,  meet- 
ing with  the  President,  674  [37] 
New  Jersey  School  Boards  Association,  974 
New  Orleans,  La.,  181,812 
New  River,  N.C.,  771 
New  York 

Operation  Sail,  647 

President's  visit,  658,  659,  886,  934,  935, 
997-1002 

Republican  Convention  State  delegation, 
729 

Republican  Party  reception,  Buffalo,  998 

Yeshiva  High  School,  885 
New  York  City,  266  [14],  373  [4],  398  [6], 

887,  892 
Newark,  N.J.,  561 
Newman,  Edwin,  803 
News  Conferences 

February  8,  67 

February  13,  86 

February  17, 107 

March  13, 212 

April  2, 282 

April  10, 325 

April  29, 387 

May  3, 418 

May  26,  535  [1] 

July  9, 657 

July  19, 674 

September  8, 763 

September  30,  831 

October  14, 898 

October  20,  925 
News  media 

See  also  News  Conferences 

Equal  time  provision,  964 

Judicial  restraint  of,  523  [2] 


News  media — Continued 
Presidential  campaign  coverage,  763  [8], 
964 
Newspaper  Carrier  Day,  National,  878 
Newspaper  Week,  National,  879 
Nicaragua,  Ambassador  to  U.S.,  682 
Niles,  Mich.,  485 
Nixon,  Pat,  657  [18] 

Nixon,  Richard  M.,  63,  67  [11,  17],  86 
[16],  107  [3,  15],  116,  138  [3],  185 
[4],  192  [6],  209  [13],  210  [10],  325 
[21],  387  [29],  657  [19],  674  [22], 
763  [22],  803,972 
Nobel  Prizes,  933 
"No  growth"  policy,  383 
Norfolk,  Va.,  595 
Norris,  Lt.  Thomas  R.,  176 
North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Communist  membership,  116,  318,  402 

Cyprus  conflict,  283 

Department  of  Defense  Medal  for  Dis- 
tinguished Public  Service,  267 

U.S.      Permanent      Representative      to 
NATO  Council,  297 

U.S.-Turkey  defense  cooperation  agree- 
ment, 598 
North  Carolina 

Governor,  212  [2],  369 

Handicapped  American  of  the  Year,  369 

New  River  bill,  771 

President's  visit,  213-214,  233-240,  949 
North  Pacific  fur  seals,  677 
North  Vietnam,  354  [7] 
Northbrook,  111.,  969 
Northeast  CoaHtion,  763  [13] 
Northeast  Republican  Conference,  62 
Northern  Mariana  Islands,  255,  256 
Northern  Texas  Panhandle  Lion's  Club, 

332 
Norway,  Bicentennial  gift  to  U.S.,  636 
NRC.  See  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 
Nuclear  energy 

Energy  message,  1045 

Legislation,  685 

Message  to  Congress,  140 

News  conference  remarks,  67  [2,6] 

Non-proliferation,  362  [2],  514,  569,  967, 
985 

Policy  statement,  980, 987 
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Nuclear  energy — Continued 

Powerplants,  116, 118,215  [2] 

Remarks  at  University  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, 68  [4] 

Safeguards,  964 

Underground  nuclear  explosions,  treaty 
with  the  Soviet  Union,  580,  700 
Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 

Chairman,  315 

Nuclear  policy  functions,  987 
Nurses,  training  programs,  385  [3] 
Nursing  Home  Week,  National,  474 

Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Adminis- 
tration, 65, 181, 284  [9  J 

Ocean  Ridge,  Fla.,  154 

Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration, 
National,  824 

Oceans,  Federal  program,  1081 

Ogilvie,  Donald  G.,  23  (p.  59) 

Ohio 
Fort  Hayes  Career  Center,  1006 
General  revenue  sharing,  57 
President's  visit,  566-581,  981-984,  1004 
Remarks  at  State  Capitol,  534,  1005 

Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  217 

Ohio  Governor's  Conference  on  Aging,  533 

Ohio  River  Basin  Commission,  594 

Oil 

Arab  embargo,  627  [28],  925  [9] 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Deregulation,  189  [11],  284  [3] 
Divestiture  of  companies,  378  [6] 
Domestic  production,  138  [9],  389,  401 

[1] 
Energy  message,  1045 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Foreign  supplies,  385  [5] 
Industry,  illegal  campaign  contributions, 

159 
International  prices,  541 
Monopolies,  116 
Naval   Petroleum    Reserves   Production 

Act  of  1976, 298, 299 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [6],  325 

[10],387[14] 
Petroleum  products,  635 
Pollution  legislation,  685 
Prices,  657  [6] 
Spill  off  Massachusetts  coast,  1036 


O'Keefe,  Georgia,  1052 
Oklahoma,  President's  visit,  866 
Older  Americans  Act,  70 
Older  Americans  Month,  300 
Older  persons 

Administration  on  Aging,  248 

Federal  assistance,  39,  69,  70,  92,  992 

Foster  Grandparents  program,  318 

Mandatory  retirement,  398  [3] 

Message  to  Congress,  708 

News  conference  remarks,  86  [3] 

Older  Americans  Month,  300 

President's  assessment,  117 

Radio  address,  971 

Texas  Nursing  Home  Association,  388 
Olson,  Dr.  Frank,  883 
Olympic    Winter    Games    Authorization 

Act,  829 
Olympics 

International  Olympic  Committee,  657 
[9], 902 

Summer  games,  674  [29] 

United  States  Olympic  Team,  658,  659, 
716 

Winter  games,  1980, 438, 685 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  439-443 
OMB.  See  Management  and  Budget,  Office 

of 
Office.  See  other  part  of  title 
O'Neill,  Eugene,  917 
O'Neill,  Paul  H.,  23  (p.  66),  64 
Operation  Sail,  647 
Oregon 

Agricultural   organizations,  509 

President's  visit,  501-509, 962-965 

Republican  Party-President  Ford  Com- 
mittee reception,  Portland,  504 

Warner  Pacific  College,  506 

World  Affairs  Council,  505 
Organization.  See  other  part  of  title 
Organization     of    Petroleum    Exporting 

Countries,  89 
Orlando,  Fla.,  86,  87 
OSHA.    See    Occupational    Safety    and 

Health  Administration 
Outer  Continental  Shelf,  690, 691 
Owens,  Jesse,  716 

Pacific  Northwest  River  Basins  Commis- 
sion, 594 
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Packers    and    Stockyards    Act    of    1921, 

amendments,  774,  775 
Panama  Canal 

Administration's   policy,   356    [3],   362 
[1],  376,  385   [6],  398   [10],  392 
[4],  406,  415  [1],  416,  505 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Negotiations,  231  [9],  354  [9],  378  [1] 
News  conference  remarks,  212  [14],  282 
[4],  325  [2],  387  [9,  31],  418  [8] 
Treaty,  89 

U.S.  control,  termination,  372 
U.S.  negotiations,  185  [11] 
Paperwork  reduction,  181,  687,  862 
Paramus,  N.J.,  893 
Park,  Chung  Hee,  854 
Parker,  Daniel,  104,  493, 545,  1037 
Parks  System,  National,  743,  745,  746 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  952,  953 
Pascagoula,  Miss.,  816 
Paterson,  N.J.,  562,  563 
Patterson,  Bradley  H.,  Jr.,  741 
Paulucci,  Jeno,  787 
Peace,  radio  address,  985 
Pendleton,  Oreg.,  507-509 
Pennsylvania,    President's    visit,    643-646, 

720,  803-806,  967,  975-978,  996 
Peoria,  III,  184-187 
Pepper,  Repr.  Claude,  98 
Pepper,  Mildred,  98 
Percy,  Sen.  Charles  H.,  209  [8] 
Peterson,  Elly,  722 
Peterson,  Russell  W.,  143 
Petroleum  Exporting  Countries,  Organiza- 
tion of,  1031, 1045 
Petroleum  Reserves  Production  Act,  Naval, 

789 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  576,  645,  646,  720,  803- 

806,  976,  977 
Philippines,  Convention  on  Income  Taxa- 
tion, United  States-,  1080 
Physical  Fitness  and  Sports,  Council  on, 

818 
Pickering,  William  H.,  557, 914 
Pirrie,  Jack  A.,  663 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  967 
Plattsburgh,  N.Y.,  658,  659 
Plutonium,  987 
Point  Reyes  National  Seashore,  Calif.,  916 


Poland 
Fishery  agreement  with  U.S.,  785 
Grain  agreement  with  U.S.,  8 
Police,  International  Association  of  Chiefs 

of,  818 
Political  campaigns,  212  [3,  18],  898  [1] 
Polish-Americans,  805 
Political  Rights  of  Women,  Convention  on 

the,  241 
Political  system,  19,  119,  387  [7] 
Pollution.  See  under  Environment 
Pontiac,  111.,  907 

Pordand,  Oreg.,  503-506,  962-965 
Portsmouth  Navy  Yard,  118 
Portsmouth,  N.H.,  121 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  854,  980, 981, 987 
Portugal,  854 
Postal  Reorganization  Act  Amendments, 

810 
Postal  Service,  United  States,  185  [13],  288, 

810 
Poston,  Ersa,  634 
Power  of  Years,  The,  presentation  of  book 

to  President,  24 
Prayer  in  public  schools,  67  [8],  947 
President  Ford  Committee 

Campaign  advertisements,  561,  566 
Ethnic  Affairs  committee,  846 
Federal  Election  Campaign  Act  Amend- 
ments of  1974,  46 
News  conference  remarks,  212  [1],  418 

[10],  763  [21] 
President's  assessment,  657  [24] 
President's  remarks  to  Kansas  City  staff, 

728- 
Reorganization,  740 

Visit  to  Washington,  D.C.,  headquarters, 
10,  722 
Presidency,  President's  views  on,  138  [7], 
192  [9],  207  [9],  209  [7],  240  [8], 
778 
Presidential  Initiatives  Management  pro- 
gram, 1019 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom,  76,  281, 

716,  900,  1052,  1061 
"Presidential"  youth  group,  727 
President's  Committee  on  Urban  Develop- 
ment and  Neighborhood  Revitaliza- 
tion,  625,  626,  787,  805,  846,  925  [14], 
930,  931 
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President's  domestic  priorities,  461,  523  [7] 
President's  Economic  Policy  Board,  Task 
Force  on  International  Air  Transpor- 
tation Policy,  765 
President's  financial  records,  107  [8],  898 

.[4' 21] 

President's  Foreign  Intelligence  Advisory 
Board,  279 

President's  goals  for  America,  210  [  1 1  ],  240 
[2],  1003 

President's  image,  352  [9] 

President's  papers,  donation  to  Govern- 
ment, 1028 

President's  past  campaign  finances,  831 

President's  view^s  on  the  Presidency,  333 
[11],  406 

President's  view^s  on  religion,  215  [3],  378 

[11] 

Prevailing  Rate  Advisory  Committee,  Fed- 
eral, 751 

Primaries.  See  Elections,  1976;  specific 
States 

Private  enterprise,  23  (p.  60) 

Private  organizations,  107  [18] 

Private  property  rights,  89 

Proclamations 
See  Appendix  B 

Bicentennial  Independence  Day,  628 
Japanese-American    internment    during 

World  War  II,  111 
Older  Americans  Month,  300 

Professional  athletes  prayer  brunch,  100 

Professional  Responsibility,  Office  of,  pro- 
posed, 675 

Public  broadcasting,  354  [4] 

Public  Broadcasting  Financing  Act  of 
1975,  2 

Public  opinion,  effect  on  decisions,  240 
[9],  674  [38] 

Public  Safety  Officers'  Benefits  Act,  818, 
827,  828 

Public  service  jobs  program,  311,  313,  356 
[4] 

Public  Works  Employment  Act,  652,  653, 
683,  686 

Public  Works  Employment  Appropria- 
tions Act,  845 

Public  v^orks  employment  bill,  veto,  83,  86 
[9],  113 


Puerto  Rico 
Statehood  proposal,  1041,  1042,  1065 
Summit  conference,  550,  580,  618-621 
U.S.  policy,  702 

Rabbit  meat,  mandatory  inspection,  911 

Rabin,  Yitzhak,  32,  34,  41,  560  [8],  648, 
766,  854 

Radiation  Control  for  Health  and  Safety 
Act  of  1968,  584 

Radio  and  television,  public  broadcasting, 
354  [4] 

Radio-Television  New^s  Directors  Associ- 
ation, 48 

Railroad  Retirement  Board,  536 

Railroad  Revitalization  and  Regulatory 
Reform  Act  of  1976,  58,  59 

Railroads 
Amtrak,  95 

Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
ConRail,  59 
Financial  assistance,  38 
Safety,  209  [4] 
State  programs,  217 

Railway  Association,  United  States,  1046 

Raleigh,  N.C.,  949 

Ramadan,  821 

Rantoul,  III,  190 

Ray,  Gov.  Robert  D.,  551, 552 

Razak,  Tun  Abdul,  18 

Reagan,  Ronald,  67  [12-14,  16],  86  [10, 
11],  107  [5,  16],  138  [11],  150,  159, 
192  [4],  212  [3,  15,  18,  19],  287  [9], 
354  [6],  385  [6]  387  [1,5,8,15,19], 
400,  418  [13,  14],  535  [4],  552,  560 
[1],  560  [4,  5],  566,  576,  581,  585, 
657  [17],  657  [24],  674  [8],  674 
[13],  694,  730,  733,  740,  742,  778, 
1025 

Reclamation  Authorization  Act  of  1975, 
201 

Recombinant  DNA  experiments,   801 

Red  Cross  Month,  134 

Red  River  navigation  project,  373   [3] 

Refugee  program,  Indochina,  247 

Registration  of  Objects  Launched  Into 
Outer  Space,  Convention  on,  228 

Regulatory  reform,  308,  315,  388,  468,  610, 
685,  836,  1062,  1070 

Rehabilitation  Loan  Fund,  9 

Republican  Leadership  Conference,  Na- 
tional Teenage,  603 
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Republican  National  Committee 
Chairman,  657  [20] 
Dinner,  887 

Executive  Committee,  reception,  617 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  breakfast,  734 
Reception,  142 
Republican  National  Hispanic  Assembly, 

702 
Republican  Party 

See  also  Elections,  1976 
Administration's    accomplishments,    96 
Campaign  trips  of  administration  offi- 
cials, 212  [7] 
Leaders,     question-and-answer     session, 

1025 
News  conference  remarks,  212  [7],  282 

[13],  418,  674  [8,23] 
Northeast    Republican    Conference,    62 
President's  assessment,  253,  352  [8] 
President  Ford   Committee,   chairman, 

273 
News  conference  remarks,  212  [7] 
Southern  State  chairmen,  meeting  with 

the  President,  786 
Young  Republican  Conference,  39 
Republican  Women,  National  Federation 

of,  791 
Republican  Women's  Task  Force,  264 
Research  and  development 
Defense,  736 
Energy,  68  [5],  71,  189  [6],  195,  417, 

461,  1045 
Space  program,  622 
Reserve,  La.,  812 
Resignations  and  retirements 
Agriculture  Department,  Secretary,  849 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  De- 
partment,   Assistant    Secretary    for 
Housing  Management,  35 
Labor  Department,  Secretary,  15 
President   Ford    Committee,    chairman, 

273 
United  Nations,  U.S.  Representative,  54 
Resource  Conservation  and  Recovery  Act, 

938 
Retail  Federation,  American,  469 
Retired  persons,  24 
Reynolds,  Frank,  803 
Rhoads,  James  B.,  1028 
Rhodes,  Gov.  James  A.,  575 


Rhodes,  Repr.  John  J.,  617 
Rhodesia 

Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 

Chrome  imports,  420  [5] 

Cuban  involvement,  207  [7],  415  [2] 

Interview  remarks,  778 

Soviet  involvement,  207  [7] 

U.S.  assistance,  159 

U.S.  policy,  415  [2],  807 

University  of  Michigan,  remarks,  784 
Richardson,  Elliot  L.,  53,  67  [18],  116,  277, 
580  [3],  592,  626,  691,  709,  829,  859, 
958,  1034 
Richmond,  Va.,  948 
Rikard,  Ralph  M.,  454 
River  Basin  Commissions,  reports,  594 
Rizzo,  Frank  L.,  646 
Robson,  John  E.,  315 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  999 

Rockefeller,  Nelson  A.,  23  (p.  55,  56),  24, 
57,  62,  387  [25],  545,  551,  674  [15], 
726,  732,  740,  742,  887,  1025,  1035, 
1052 
Rockford,  111.,  202-206 
Rockford  Tool,  Die  and  Machining  Asso- 
ciation, 204 
Rockwell,  Norman,  1052 
Rockwell  International  Corporation,  858 
Rodenticide     Act,     Federal     Insecticide, 

Fungicide,  and,  725 
Rodino,  Repr.  Peter  W.,  Jr.,  611,  797,  836 
Rogers,  Repr.  Paul  G.,  688 
Rogers  Memorial  Hospital,  697 
Romania 

Fishery  agreement  with  United  States, 
1048 

Waiver  authority  extension,  548 
Rosenbaum,  Richard,  729 
Roseville,  Mich.,  463 
Rossmoor  Golden  Rain  Foundation,  529 
Rossmoor  President  Ford  Committee,  530 
Roudebush,  Richard  L.,  449,  590,  832 
Rubber  workers  strike,  461 
Rubinstein,  Arthur,  281 
Ruckelshaus,  WiUiam  D.,  740 
Rudman,  Warren,  118 
RufI,  Charles  F.  C,  831 
Runaway  fathers,  116 
Rundlett  Junior  High  School,  66 
Rural  development  legislation,  301 
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Rural  Electrification  Administration  Tech- 
nical Amendments  Act,  928 
Russell,  Kans.,  735 

Sadat,  Anwar  al-,  766 

Safety  Officers'  Benefits  Act,  Public,  818, 

827,  828 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  487 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  7, 8, 909, 991, 993 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  92, 93 
SALT.  See  Strategic  arms  limitation  talks 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  316-319 
Sanchez,  PhilUp  V.,  702 
San  Diego,  Calif.,  518-521,  958,  965 
San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce,  51 
San  Diego  Council  of  the  Navy  League, 

519 
San  Fernando  Valley  Business  and  Pro- 
fessional Association,  862 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  259-261,  852,  854- 

857 
San  Jose,  Calif.,  524-526, 532 
San  Jose  Foreign  Trade  Zone,  527 
Sarasota,  Fla.,  163, 164 
Sarett,  Lewis  H.,  557, 914 
Savings  Bonds,  13 

SBA.  See  Small  Business  Administration 
Schaufele,  William  E.,  Jr.,  763  [1] 
Schaumberg,  111.,  970 
SchiefTer,  Bob,  560 
Schlesinger,  James  R.,  23  (p.  59),  854 
Schmidt,  Helmut,  621, 668, 669, 671 
Schmults,  Edward  C,  315 
Schools 

Busing,  118,209  [9],  210  [13],  240  [10], 
282  [1] 

Coed  athletic  programs,  356  [8] 

Desegregation,  118 

Impact  aid  program,  373  [10] 

Medical,  288 

Prayers  in  public  schools,  118 
Science,  National  Medal  of,  557, 914 
Science  Board,  National,  130,  839 
Science  and  Technology  Exposition,  Bicen- 
tennial, 591 
Science  and  Technology  Policy,  Office  of, 

244,  724 
Science  and  Technology  Policy,  Organiza- 
tion, and  Priorities  Act  of  1976,  Na- 
tional, 451, 452 
Scott,  Sen.  Hugh,  617,  836 


Scranton,  William  B.,  133,  138   [5],  218 

Sea,    1974,   International   Convention   for 
the  Safety  of  Life  at,  748 

Sea  Grant  Program  Improvement  Act  of 
1976,  874 

Seabrook,  N.H.,  67  [2, 6],  68  [4] 

Seals,  North  Pacific  fur,  677 

Seamans,  Robert  C,  Jr.,  23  (p.  15),  86  [2], 
980 

Seattle,  Wash.,  959-961 

SEC.  See  Securities  and  Exchange  Com- 
mission 

Second  Supplemental  Appropriations  Act, 
545 

Secret   Service,   temporary   protection   for 
certain  Government  officials,  1064 

Securities     and     Exchange     Commission, 
Chairman,  315, 709 

Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  Con- 
ference on,  283 

Security  of  the  President,  215  [13] 

Senate.  See  under  Congress 

Senate  Subcommittee  on  Internal  Security, 
352  [10] 

Serafini,  Marcello,  545 

Sevilla-Sacasa,  Guillermo,  682 

Shiing-Shen  Chern,  557 

Ships  and  shipping,  667 

Shoe  industry,  import  effects,  284    [1] 

Shopping  Centers,  International  Council  of, 
516 

Shouse,  Catherine  Filene,  559,  1052 

Shreveport,  La.,  375 

Sickle  cell  anemia,  425 

Sijan,  Capt.  Lance  P.,  176 

Silberman,  Laurence  H.,  26 

Simon,  William  E.,  1,  86  [7],  562,  626 

Simpson,  Richard  O.,  315 

Sisco,  Joseph  J.,  23  (p.  54) 

Skinner,Jonty,  420  [10] 

Skylar,  David,  984 

Small  business,  333  [9],  398  [2],  470,  685, 
862 

Small  Business  Administration 
Administrator,  81,  626,  805 
Loan  programs,  685 
Programs,  bill  signing  statement,  558 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  1069 

Smith,  Alfred  E.,  Memorial  Dinner,  935 

Smith,  Ian,  807,  854 

Smith,  Margaret  Chase,  116 
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Smith,  Mary  Louise,  264,  657  [20] 
Social  Security  Administration,  779 
Social  security  benefit  indexing  act,  pro- 
posed, 601,  602 
Social  security  system,  19,  23  (p.  64),  24, 
64,  70,  89,  92,  95,  207  [21],  209  [5], 
210  [8],  266  [9],  287  [5],  321  [9],  362 
[3],  385,  415,  432,  433,  533,  580  [4], 
685,  1044 
Solar  energy,  86  [2],  118, 356  [9] 
Sonnenfeldt,  Helmut,  805 
South  Africa,  Republic  of,  68   [10],  207 

[7],  763  [1],  807,  854 
South  Carolina,  President's  visit,  950,  951 
Southeast  Asia,  U.S.  missing  in  action,  546 
Southeast  Asia,  National  League  of  Ameri- 
can Prisoners  and  Missing  in,  689 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  595 
Southern  Methodist  University,  321 
Southw^est  Border  Economic  Development 

Region,  958 
Space  Museum,  National  Air  and,  631 
Space  program 

Bicentennial  Science  and  Technology  Ex- 
position, 71,  591 
Convention  on  Registration  of  Objects 

Launched  Into  Outer  Space,  228 
Funding,  215  [7] 
Report  to  Congress,  622 
Space  shuttle,  356  [9] 
Viking  I,  679 
Spain 
King  Juan  Carlos,  547,  549,  553 
United  States-Spain  Extradition  Treaty, 

56 
United  States-Spain  Friendship  and  Co- 
operation Treaty,  108 
Spanish-speaking  Americans,  596, 597,  702, 

768,  788 
Sparkman,  Sen.  John  J.,  61 1,  797 
Special  Prosecutor,  Office  of,  proposed,  675 
Special  Prosecutor  Force,  Office  of  Water- 
gate, 831 
Special  Representative  for  Trade  Negotia- 
tions, 346,  409,  410 
Spencer,  Stuart  K.,  657  [24],  740 
Springfield,  111.,  180-183,  907 
Springfield,  Mo.,  588,  589 
Springfield,  Ohio,  576,  577 
Spruce  Pine,  N.C.,  239 


SS  Mayaguez,  287   [10],  356   [10],  852, 

854 
SS  Natchez,  812 
Stafford,  George  M.,  315 
Stainless  steel  flatware  industry,  410,  412 
Stames,  Nick  F.,  664 
Stamm,  Gilbert  G.,  583 
State,  Department  of 
Chief  of  Protocol,  680 
Counselor,  805 
Nuclear  policy  functions,  987 
Rescissions  and  deferrals,  1069 
Secretary,  16,  60,  133,  159,  207  [1],  209 
[14],212[16,17],215[1],287[9], 
293  [2],  308,  325  [20],  339  [3],  352 
[2],  362  [8],  396,  406, 418  [15],  523 
[3],  560  [12],  599,  709,  763  [1], 
770,  778,  784,  850,  854,  856,  959, 
1061 
Under  Secretary  for  Political  Aflairs,  23 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  United  King- 
dom, 16 
State  and  Local  Fiscal  Assistance  Amend- 
ments of  1976, 890 
State  and  local  government 
Antitrust  legislation,  417 
Budget  new^s  briefing,  23  (p.  54-56,  60, 

62) 
Child  day  care  legislation,  305,  760 
Child  support  programs,  116 
Community  development  program,  138 

[11] 

Community  services  legislation,  127 

Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 

Education,  Federal  aid,  105,  168,  169, 
185  [14],  189  [13],  192  [2],  284  [2], 
352  [12], 402  [3] 

Emergency  medical  services,  420  [2] 

Federal  assistance,  39, 185  [3],  398  [6] 

Federal-State  relationship,  131 

Florida  budget  briefing,  89 

General  revenue  sharing,  38,  49,  57,  65, 
95,209  [1],  210  [1],  215  [4],  216, 
231  [1],284  [5],  321,  352  [11],  354 
[2],  373,  551,  552,  782,  947 

Grant  programs,  116 

Health  programs,  38,  135,  136,  209  [10] 

Impactaid,  118,373  [10] 

Labor-management  relations,  293  [3] 

Law  enforcement  and  crime,  97, 818 

Legislation,  685 
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State  and  local  government — Continued 
Mayors,  U.S.  Conference  of,  38 
News  conference  remarks,  898  [8] 
Older  persons,  programs,  92 
Remarks  at  National  Governors'  Con- 
ference, 126 
State  of  the' Union  Address,  19 
States' rights,  356  [1] 
Virginia  General  Assembly,  51 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19, 1057 
Statements  by  the  President 

See  also  Legislation,  remarks  and  state- 
ments on  approval; 
Anthony,  Susan  B.,  birthday,  85 
Aviation,  international,  765 
California  cannery  strike  settlement,  695 
Child  day  care  legislation,  424, 430 
Cultural  Challenge  Grant  Program,  899 
Deaths 

Calder,  Alexander,  1018 
Chou  En-lai,  12 
Daley,  Richard  J.,  1035 
Hart,  Sen.  Philip  A.,  1038 
Hastie,  William  H.,  344 
Lisagor,  Peter,  1027 
Litton,  Repr.  Jerry,  713 
Mao  Tse-tung,  767 
Razak,  Tun  Abdul,  18 
District   of   Columbia,   FY   76   budget, 

amendment  transmittal,  345 
District  of  Columbia  city  council,  deci- 
sions concerning  two  bills,  147 
Domestic    Council    Review    Group    on 

Regulatory  Reform,  report,  1062 
Drug  abuse  law  enforcement,  128 
Economic  data,  921 
Economic  Impact  Statements  program, 

1043 
Emergency  livestock  feed  assistance,  1029 
"Expo  81,"  recognition  as  a  world's  fair, 

1034 
Federal  Election  Commission 
Reconstitution  by  Congress,  370 
Statement  on  proposed  legislation,  123 
Federal    Energy    Office,    establishment, 

705 
Federal  spending  ceiling,  congressional 

adoption,  472 
Foreign  Intelligence  Advisory  Board,  an- 
nouncement of  expansion,  199 


Statements  by  the  President — Continued 

Forest  and  Rangeland  Renewable  Re- 
sources Planning  Act  of  1974,  state- 
ment of  policy,  171 

General  revenue  sharing,  586,  835 

Hearing-impaired,  visual  television  aids, 
929 

Highway  safety  over  Labor  Day  week- 
end, 753 

Income  tax 
Exemption  proposal,  719 
Reduction  extension,  747 
Withholding  rate  extensions,  756 

Inter-American  Convention  on  the 
Granting  of  Political  Rights  to  Wo- 
men and  Convention  on  the  Politi- 
cal Rights  of  Women,  statement  on 
signing,  241 

International  Fund  for  Agricultural  De- 
velopment, 1037 

Japanese  Diet's  approval  of  non-prolifer- 
ation of  nuclear  weapons,  514 

Jewish  High  Holy  Days,  809 

King,  Martin  Luther,  Jr.,  anniversary  of 
birth,  17 

Lebanon,  evacuation  of  American  citi- 
zens, 604,  607 

Legislative  priorities,  674  [  1  ],  684 

Mississippi  River,  Locks  and  Dam  26,  re- 
placement, 738 

National  Endowment  for  the  Humani- 
ties, 1079 

National  Medal  of  Science  awards,  557 

94th  Congress,  851 

Nobel  Prizes,  933 

Nuclear  policy,  987 

Oil 

OPEC  price  decision,  1031 

Prices,  international,  541 

Spill  ofiE  Massachusetts  coast,  1036 

Older  Americans  programs,  992 

Paperwork  reduction,  687 

Petroleum  products,  termination  of  price 
controls,  635 

Presidential  Management  Initiatives  pro- 
gram, 1019 

President's  Committee  on  Urban  De- 
velopment and  Neighborhood  Re- 
vitalization,  625,  930 

Public  Works  Employment  Act,  con- 
gressional override  of  veto,  683,  686 
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Statements  by  the  President — Continued 
Public  works  employment  bill,  Senate  ac- 
tion sustaining  veto,  113 
Puerto  Rico,  proposed  statehood,  1041 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Intel- 
ligence,  House   of   Representatives 
vote  on  the  release  of,  40 
School  busing,  543 
Small  business,  81 
Social   Security  Trust  Fund,   proposed 

payroll  tax  increase,  433 
Southern  Africa,  763  [1] 
Soviet  Mission  to  United  Nations,  gun- 
firing  incident,  286 
Sugar  imports,  795 

Supreme    Court    decision    concerning 
Federal    Election    Campaign    Act 
amendments  of  1974,  46 
Task  Force  on  Questionable  Corporate 

Payments  Abroad,  276,  593 
Trucking  industry  contract  negotiations, 

294 
United   Kingdom,   economic   situation, 

986 
Veterans  Administration  hospitals,  456 
White    House   Conference   on   Handi- 
capped Individuals,  242 
White   House   Conference   on   Library 

and  Information  Services,  678 
World  Environment  Day,  556 
Stevens,  John  Paul,  947 
Stevens,  Roger  L.,  623 
Stever,  H.  Guyford,  724 
Stinson,  George,  28 
Stock  market,  48  [17] 
Stock  ownership,  685 
Stockdale,  Rear  Adm.  James  P.,  176 
Stockpile  disposal,  685 
Stockyards    Act    of    1921,    Packers    and, 

amendments,  774,  775 
Strategic  arms  limitation  talks,  23  (p.  72), 
48  [1],  569,  657  [22, 23],  701,  763  [6], 
854,  967 
Strausz-Hupe,  Robert,  297 
Strip  mining.  See  Surface  mining 
Study  of  Afro- American  Life  and  History, 

Association  for  the,  74 
Sugar  imports,  795,  796 
Sugar  Policy,  Task  Force  on,  795 
Summer  youth  program,  23  (p.  74) 


Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  550, 

580,618-621 
Sun  Newspaper  Good  Neighbor  Awards, 

984 
Supersonic  transport,  933 
Supplemental    Security    Income    Amend- 
ments, Food  Stamp  and,  708,  721,  943 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
Abortion  decision,  189   [15],  287  [2], 

674  [34] 
Death  penalty  decision,  657  [25] 
Federal  Election  Campaign  Act  amend- 
ments of  1974,  46,  48  [2] 
Federal  Election  Commission,  103 
Selection  process  for  Justices,  185  [6], 
947 
Surface  mining,  209  [12],  947 
Swank,  C.William,  217 
Swine  flu  immunization  program,  257, 258, 
280,  341,  342,  685,  688,  715,  718,  723 
Switzerland  Treaty  on  Mutual  Assistance 
in  Criminal  Matters,  United  States-, 
109 
Synthetic  fuels,  685 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  997 
Syria,  282  [5],  505,  560  [8] 

Taft,  Sen.  Robert,  Jr.,  578,  983 
Taft-Hartley  Act,  287  [3],  293  [3] 
Taiwan.  See  China,  Republic  of 
Tampa,  Fla.,  165-167 
Task   Force   on    Questionable    Corporate 
Payments  Abroad,  275-277,  592,  593, 
709 
Task  Force  on  Sugar  Policy,  795 
Tax  Reform  Act,  847,  848 
Taxation 

Businesses,  tax  exempt  securities,  558 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  803,  947 
Church  properties,  846 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Congressional  Members,  exemption  from 
local  income  taxes,  veto  of  bill,  710 
Conventions  on  taxation 
Korea,  Republic  of,  754 
United  Kingdom,  613,  799 
Economic  Report  of  the  President,  1070 
Estate  tax,  181,  189  [7],  203,  287  [14], 

333  [3],  389,  512 
Income  tax  exemption  proposal,  719,  735 
Legislation,  685 
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Taxation — Continued 
Long-term  investments,  293  [9] 
News  conference  remarks  67  [10],  86 

[7],387[12],898[19] 
Radio-Television  New^s  Directors  Asso- 
ciation, 48  [14] 
Reductions,  185  [8],  327  [3],  339  [10], 
406,  416,  610,  627,  747,  966,  967, 
1044 
Reform,  287  [6],  362  [4],  383 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19, 1057 
Withholding  rates  extension,  bill  sign- 
ing, 756 
Teamsters.  See  Trucking  industry 
Teeter,  Robert,  740 

Telecommunications  Policy,  Office  of,  964 
Television 
Cable,  964 

Hearing-impaired,  visual  aids,  928 
Industry,  self-regulation,  964 
Teller,  Edward,  199 
Tennessee 

Commerce     Square     Fountain,     Mem- 
phis, dedication  ceremonies,  478 
President  Ford  Committee,  479 
Presidential  primary,  523 
Republican  Party  reception,  480 
Tennessee-Tombigbee  project,  817 
Terman,  Frederick  E.,  557, 914 
Terrorism,  international  prevention,  876 
Teton  Dam,  Idaho,  583,  587,  758,  783 
Texas 

Abilene  Jaycees,  406,  408 

Baylor  University,  392 

Bicentennial  commemoration  ceremony. 

El  Paso,  329 
Fort  Worth/Tarrant  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, 380 
Grain  and  Feed  Association,  Texas,  327 
Greater  Houston  Builders  and  Contrac- 
tors Associations,  383 
Houston  campaign  rally,  385 
Houston  Music  Theatre,  995 
Irving  Bar  Association  Law  Day  dinner, 

323' 
Northern  Texas  Panhandle  Lion's  Club 

dinner,  332 
President  Ford  Committee 
Conroe,  390 
Dallas,  324,  871 
El  Paso,  328 


Texas — Continued 

President  Ford  Committee — Continued 
Houston,  384,  386 
San  Antonio,  319 
Tyler,  377 
Waco,  394 
West  Texas,  403 
Presidential  primary,  325  [9,  22],  372, 

378  [10],  382 
President's  visit,  316-324,  326-333,  376- 

386,  388-408,  868-872,  994,  995 
Public  forum,  Dallas,  398 
Republican  delegation,  253 
Republican  Party  functions,  318,  397 
Southern  Methodist  University,  321 
Tyler  Junior  College,  378 
Waco  Suspension  Bridge,  393 
West    Texas    State    University,    public 
forum,  333 
Texas  Nursing  Home  Association,  388 
Texas  State  Fair,  869 
Texas  State  Fair  Board,  870 
Texas  Technological  University,  401,  402 
Theresa  ]anene,  523 
Third  century  goals,  356  [6] 
Thomas,  Helen,  560 
Thomas,  Jerry,  86  [11] 
Thomas,  Lowell,  1052 
Thomson,  Gov.  Meldrim,  Jr.,  67  [2,  6] 
Thurmond,  Sen.  Strom,  951 
Tin  Agreement,  International,  612 
"Today"  program,  interview,  778 
Tolbert,  William  R.,  Jr.,  794,  798 
Toledo,  Ohio,  581 
Tower,  Sen.  John,  394 
Toxic  Substances  Control  Act,  882 
Trade.  See  International  commerce 
Trade  Commission,  United  States  Interna- 
tional. See  United  States  International 
Trade  Commission 
Trade  Negotiations,  Advisory  Committee 

for,  11 
Traffic  safety,  616 

Trans-Canada  gas  pipeline,  657  [21] 
Transportation,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Automotive  transport  research  and  de- 
velopment bill,  veto,  811 
Budget   rescissions   and   deferrals,   802, 
1069 
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Transportation,  Department  of — Con. 
Concorde,  356  [10] 
Deputy  Secretary,  657  [12] 
Secretary,  38,  58,  661,  934,  941,  959,  972, 

1073 
War  Risk  Insurance  Program,  230 
Transportation,  legislation,  685 
Travel,  President's 

Alabama,  419-423,  817 

California,  259-264,  510-513,  518-532, 

852-859,  860-865,  952-956 
Colorado,   737,   740,   742,    1033,    1039, 

1040,  1042 
Connecticut,  672 

Florida,  86-99,  148-167,  175,  818,  819 
-  Georgia,  358-362 

Illinois,  180-192,  202-211,  907,  968-970 
Indiana,  351-357,  414-417,  609,  610,  979 
Iowa,  904 
Kansas,  735 

Kentucky,  481-484,  980 
Louisiana,  371-375,  812 
Maryland,  671 
Michigan,  49,  460-463,   485-488,  783, 

784,  1007-1010,  1013,  1033 
Mississippi,  703,  704,  813-816 
Missouri,  7,  8,  588,  589,  726-734,  909, 

991,  993 
Nebraska,  439-446 
Nevada,  515-517 
New  Hampshire,  63-67,  115-121 
New  Jersey,  561-565,  893-895,  972-974 
New  York,  647,  658,  659,  885,  886,  891, 

892,  934,  935,  997-1002 
North  Carolina,  212-215,  233-240,  949 
Ohio,  534,  566-581,  981-984,  1004-1006 
Oklahoma,  866 
Oregon,  501-509,  962-965 
Pennsylvania,    643-646,    720,    803-806, 

967,  975-978,  996 
Puerto  Rico,  618-621 
South  Carolina,  950,  951 
Tennessee,  475-480 
Texas,  316-333,  376-3^6,  388-408,  868- 

872,  994,  995 
University  of  New  Hampshire,  68 
Virginia,  50-52,  62,  595,  649,  947,  948 
Washington,  959-961 
Wisconsin,  282-285,  287-293,  265,  266, 

989,  990 
Wyoming,  743 


Treasury,  Department  of 

See  also  specific  constituent  agencies 
Budget  rescissions   and   deferrals,  364, 

739,  1017,  1022 
Secretary,  1,  86  [7],  562,  626 
Trewhitt,  Henry  L.,  854 
Trucking  industry 

Contract  negotiations,  294 
Freight  rates,  308 
News  conference  remarks,„282  [3] 
Teamsters,  Chauffeurs,  Warehousemen 
and  Helpers  of  America,  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood  of,  284  [4],  308 
Weight  standards,  210  [3] 
Trudeau,  Pierre  Elliott,  600,  621 
Truman,  Harry  S,  447 
Turkey 
Cyprus  dispute,  60,  68  [9],  118,  283, 314, 

582,  717,  1051 
Defense    cooperation    agreement    with 

United  States,  598,  685,  1074 
Foreign  Minister  Caglayangil,  60 
Tyler,  Tex.,  377 
Tyler  Junior  College,  378 

Ueki,  Mitsunori,  623 

Uganda,  rescue  of  Israeli  hostages,  648,  657 

[4,  10] 
Ullman,  Repr.  Al,  23  (p.  70) 
Unemployment.  See  Employment  and  un- 
employment 
Union,  N.J.,  894,  895 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
Angola,  involvement,  138  [14] 
Arms  and  weapons,  405 
Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 
Detente  with  the  United  States,  6,  283 
Fishery  agreement  with  United  States, 

1050 
Florida  budget  briefing,  89 
Grain  agreement  with  U.S.,  8,  48  [13], 

181,  192  [2],  288,  333  [17],  904 
Jewish  emigration,  766 
Middle  East,  involvement,  402  [2] 
Military  capabilities,  327  [11] 
News  conference  remarks,  67  [20],  387 

[4],  763  [23] 
Underground  nuclear  explosions,  treat- 
ies, 580,  700 
U.S.  relations,  185  [5],  210  [5],  362  [2], 
392  [6] 
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UNITA.  See  Angola— Union  for  the  Total 

Independence  of  Angola 
United  Auto  Workers,  778,  947 
United  Kingdom 

Economic  situation,  986 

Magna  Carta  delegation,  554 

Prime  Minister  James  Callaghan,  807 

Queen  Elizabeth  II,  654,  656 

Summit  conference  in  Puerto  Rico,  621 

Taxation  and  fiscal  evasion  convention, 

message  to  Senate,  613,  799 
U.S.  Ambassador,  16, 112 
United   States-United   Kingdom  Extra- 
dition Treaty,  55 
United  Nations 
Cyprus  conflict,  negotiations,  850 
Soviet  Mission,  gunfiring  incident,  286 
NBC  News  interview,  6 
News  conference  remarks,  86  [5] 
Secretary  General,  60 
U.S.  participation,  138  [5],  189  [8],  362 

[14],  385  [7],  842 
U.S.  Representative,  54, 89, 133, 218 
United  States  Arms  Control  and  Disarma- 
ment Agency,  701,  1085 
United  States-Bulgaria  International  Fish- 
ery Agreement,  1067 
United  States-China  International  Fishery 

Agreement,  1047 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 
Chairman,  808,  844 

Citizenship    requirements    for    employ- 
ment, 752 
United   States   district  judges,   Louisiana, 

373  [6] 
United  States-Egypt  Convention  on  Income 

Tax,  79 
United  States-German  Democratic  Repub- 
lic International  Fishery  Agreement, 
1049 
United  States  Grain  Standards  Act,  939 
United  States   Industrial  Payroll  Savings 

Committee,  28 
United  States  Information  Agency,  1046 
United  States  International  Trade  Commis- 
sion 
Chairman,  268,  780 
Sugar  imports,  795,  796 
United  States-Israel  Convention  on  Income 

Tax,  78 
United  States  Jaycees,  610,  790 


United  States-Philippines  Convention  on 
Income  Taxation,  1080 

United  States  Postal  Service,  231  [2],  293 
[6],  308,  810 

United  States  Railway  Association,  1046 

United  States-Romania  International  Fish- 
ery Agreement,  1048 

U.S.S.  Forrestal,  647 

United  States  Sinai  Support  Mission,  411, 
1056 

United  States-Soviet  Treaty  on  Under- 
ground Nuclear  Explosions  for  Peace- 
ful Purposes,  540 

United  States-Soviet  Union  International 
Fishery  Agreement,  1050 

United  States-Spain  Extradition  Treaty,  56 

United  States-Spain  Friendship  and  Coop- 
eration Treaty,  108 

United  States-Switzerland  Treaty  on 
Mutual  Assistance  in  Criminal  Mat- 
ters, 109 

United  States-Turkey  Defense  Cooperation 
Agreement,  1074 

United  States-United  Kingdom  Extradition 
Treaty,  55 

United  States  world  image,  354  [8] 

University  of  Michigan,  783,  784,  1028, 
1033 

University  of  Nebraska,  444 

University  of  New  Hampshire,  68 

University  of  Southern  California,  860 

Upper  Mississippi  River  Basin  Commis- 
sion, 594 

Uranium  enrichment,  685,  854,  980,  987 

Urban  areas 

Campaign  debate  remarks,  947 

Federal  assistance,  561 

News  conference  remarks,  763  [13],  925 

[14] 
Polish-American  Congress,  remarks,  805 

Urban  Development  and  Neighborhood 
Revitalization,  President's  Committee 
on,  625,  626,  787,  805,  846,  925  [14], 
930,931,947 

Urban  Mass  Transit  Administration,  Con- 
cord, N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 

Usery,W.J.,Jr.,25,75 

Utilities,  legislation,  685 

Vail,  Colo.,  737,  740,  742,  1032, 1039,  1040, 
1042 


A-56 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Valeriani,  Richard,  854 

Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  643 

Valley  Forge  National  Historical  Park,  Pa., 

644 
Van  Meter,  Sharon,  454 
Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  522 
Veterans 

Allied  wartime  veterans  medical  bene- 
fits, 897 
Concord,  N.H.,  budget  briefing,  64 
Disabled   American   Veterans  National 
Service  and  Legislative  Headquar- 
ters, 174 
Handicapped,  415  [6] 
Hospitals,  94, 95 
Legislation,  685, 832,  833 
New^s  conference  remarks,  387  [23, 24] 
Remarks  at  University  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, 68  [22] 
Veterans  Administration 
Administrator,  832 
Benefit  reduction  rates,  708 
Hospital  construction,  456 
Veterans  Administration  Hospital,  Seat- 
tle, Wash.,  remarks,  961 
Veterans'  Education  and  Employment  As- 
sistance Act,  903 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  197 
Veterans  Omnibus  Health  Care  Act,  940 
Veto  messages  and  memorandums  of  dis- 
approval 
See  also  Addresses  and  remarks 
Agricultural  resources  conservation  act, 

memorandum,  922 
Automative  transport  research  and  de- 
velopment bill,  message  to  House 
of  Representatives,  811 
Child  day  care  bill,  message,  305 
Common  situs  picketing  bill,  message,  4 
Congressional      Members,      exemption 
from  local  income  taxes,  message  to 
Senate,  710 
Departments  of  Labor  and  Health,  Edu- 
cation, and  Welfare  Appropriation 
Act,    1977,   messas^e   to   House   of 
Representatives,  830 
Electric    and    hybrid    vehicle    research, 
development,     and     demonstration 
bill,  message  to  House  of  Represent- 
atives, 777 


Veto  messages  and  memorandums  of  dis- 
approval— Continued 
Federal  coal  leasing  amendments  bill, 

message  to  the  Senate,  640 
Federal  fire  prevention  and  control  act, 
message  to  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 655 
Federal  grant  and  cooperative  agreement 
act,  memorandum  of  disapproval, 
944 
Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Ro- 
denticide  Act,  extension,  message  to 
House  of  Representatives,  725 
Foreign  sovereign  immunities  bill,  mem- 
orandum of  disapproval,  936 
Hatch    Act    amendments,    message    to 

House  of  Representatives,  335 
Hester,  Camilla  A.,  relief  disapproval, 

memorandum,  884 
Indian   employees,   retirement  benefits, 
message  to  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 808 
International  Navigational  Rules  Act  of 
1976,  memorandum  of  disapproval, 
877 
Military   construction   bill,   message   to 

House  of  Representatives,  638 
Milk  price  support  bill,  message,  47 
National  Security  Act  of  1947,  amend* 

ment,  message,  1 
Public  Works  Employment  Act,  message 

to  Senate,  653 
Public  works  employment  bill,  message, 

83 
Rabbit     meat,     mandatory     inspection, 
memorandum,  911 
Veto  power,  Presidential  views,   189    [9] 
Vetoes,  President's  record,  406 
VFW.  See  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  23  (p. 
55,  56),  24,  57,  62,  387  [25],  493, 1016 
Vice-Presidential  running  mate,  210   [7], 
240  [1],  282  [12],  318,  321  [4],  325 
[15],  327  [6],  338  [18],  339  [4, 7],  354 
[6],  392  [3],  406,  461,  535  [8] 
Vietnam 

Campaign  debate  remarks,  854 

Draft   evaders    and    military   deserters, 

clemency,  585 
Missing  in  action,  762 


A-57 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Vietnam — Continued 

Refugees,  611 

Selective  service  discharges,  1076 
Viking  I,  679 

Villa  Maria  Nursing  and  Retirement  Cen- 
ter, 819 
Villanova  University,  975 
Virginia 

General   Assembly,   joint   session,   Wil- 
liamsburg, 51 

Governor,  52 

President's  visit,  50,  595,  649,  947,  948 
Vogel,  Orville  Alvin,  557, 914 
Volpe,JohnA.,545,787 
Von  Stackelberg,  Hans,  671 
Vorster,B.J.,763[l],807,854 

Waco,  Tex.,  391-395 

Waco  Suspension  Bridge,  393 

Wage  and  Price  Stability,  Council  on,  220, 

466,  764,  1054 
Wages  and  prices 

Controls  207  [2],  967 

Economic  Report  of  the  President,  31 

Federal  employees,  401  [5] 

Minimum  wage,  231  [5] 

Rate  setting,  383 
Waldheim,  Kurt,  60,  850 
Wallace,  Gov.  George,  48  [10],  159,  817 
Walnut  Creek,  Calif.,  528, 531 
Walters,  Barbara,  947 
Walters,  John,  372 
War  Risk  Insurance  Program,  230 
Waring,  Robert  O.,  599, 604, 606 
Warner  Pacific  College,  506 
Warren  Commission,  560  [11] 
Washington,  President's  visit,  959-961 
Water  Conservation  Fund  bill.  Land  and, 

825,  826 
Water  and  waterways 

Dams,  Federal  projects,  201 

Locks  and  Dam  26,  181 

Lubbock,  Tex.,  402  [5] 

Pollution,240[4],373[9] 

Red  River  navigation  project,  373  [3] 

Waste  treatment  plants,  923 
Watergate 

Effect  on  1976  Presidential  elections,  185 
[9],207[1]396 

Investigations,  925  [15],  947,  972 


Watergate — Continued 

News    conference    remarks,    212     [5], 
325  [3],  387  [17],  898  [2,  6],  925 
[1,2] 
Watergate  Special  Prosecutor  Force,  Office 

of,  831 
Watson,  James  D.,  1052 
Weapons.  See  Arms  and  weapons 
Weather  Program,  World,  824 
Welfare 

Administration  policy,  402   [6] 

Federal  programs,  284  [6] 

Food  stamp  program,  321  [2],  327  [9], 

420  [9] 
Budget  news  briefing,  23  (p.  54,  58) 
Minimum  wage,  287  [15] 
News  conference  remarks,  535   [16] 
President's  assessment,  207   [3] 
Reform,  68  [16] 
State  of  the  Union  Address,  19 
West  Bend,  Wis.,  287 
West  Orange,  N.J.,  564,  565 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  150,  151 
West  Texas  State  University,  333 
West  Wilkes  High   School,  Wilkesboro, 

N.C.,215 
Wetlands  Loan  Extension  Act  of   1976, 

106 
Whale  Conservation  and  Protection  Study 

Act,  910 
Whaling  Commission,  International,  910 
Wheat.  See  Grain 

Wheat  Agreement,  International,  605 
Wheat  Council,  International,  769 
Wheaton,  111.,  207 
White  House  Conference  on  Handicapped 

Individuals,  242 
White  House  Conference  on  Library  and 

Information  Services,  266  [6],  678 
White  House  Fellows,  471 
White  House  staff 
Assistant  to  the  President,  626 
Deputy  Counsel  to  the  President,  315 
President's  assessment,  392  [9] 
Press  Secretary  to  the  President,  566 
Special  Assistant  to  the  President  for 

Ethnic  Affairs,  283 
Special   Assistant  to  the  President  for 

Women,  193 
Special  Assistants,  670,  702,  741 
White  Plains,  N.Y.,  891 


A-58 


Index 


[Main  references  are  to  item  numbers  except  as  otherwise  indicated] 


Wholesale  Price  Index,  86   [9],  89,   107 

[19],  118, 555,  657  [16] 
Whyte,  William  G.,  831 
Wildlife  Refuge  System,  National,  746 
Wiley,  Richard  E.,  315 
Wilkesboro,  N.C.,  215 
Williams,  Edward  Bennett,  199 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  51, 52, 947 
Wilson,  E.  Bright,  Jr.,  557,  914 
Winston,  Nat  T.,  Jr.,  932 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  214 
Wisconsin 

Association  of  Manufacturers  and  Com- 
merce, economic  forum,  284 
Farm  forum,  288 
Ford-Dole  Committee,  990 
Green  Bay  Packers  Hall  of  Fame,  291 
Presidential  primary,  282   [2],  307 
President's  visit,  265,  266,  283-285,  287- 

293,  989,  990 
Public  forums,  287,  293 
Wisconsin  Education  Association,  989 
Wolf  Trap  Farm  Park,  Va.,  559 
Women 

Citizen's     Advisory     Council     on     the 

Status  of  Women,  363 
Educational  programs,  402   [8] 
Equal  rights  amendment,  406 
Inter-American     Convention     on     the 
Granting    of    Political    Rights    to 
Women    and    Convention    on    the 
Political  Rights  of  Women,  241 
National    Federation    of    Business    and 

Professional  Women's  Clubs,  179 
Roles  in  administration,  308,  321   [10], 
366 


Women — Continued 
Special   Assistant   to   the   President  for 

Women,  193 
Vice-Presidential    running    mate,    con- 
sideration, 189  [3],  376 

Women  Voters,  League  of,  750 

Women's  Year,  1975,  National  Commis- 
sion on  the  Observance  of  Interna- 
tional, 634 

Women's  Year,  World  Conference  of  the 
International,  842 

Woodcock,  Leonard,  947 

Woodruff,  Dpuglas  O.,  24 

Woodson,  Carter  G.,  74 

Work  incentive  program,  685 

World  affairs,  U.S.  role,  356  [11],  405 

World  Affairs  Council  of  Oregon,  505 

World  Bank.  See  International  Bank  for 
Reconstruction  and  Development 

World  Conference  of  the  International 
Women's  Year,  842 

World  Environment  Day,  556 

World  food  program,  36 

World  weather  program,  824 

Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  575 

Wu,  Chien-Shiung,  914 

Wyoming,  President's  visit,  743 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyo.,  743 
Yeshiva  High  School,  New  York  City,  885 
Young  Republican  Conference,  39 

Zapanta,  Albert  C,  702 

Zarb,  Frank  G.,  23  (p.  52),  177,  789 


A-59 


U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  :  1979    O— 21-500 


DATE  DUE 


261-2500 

•nWSA 

• 


GOUT ♦ GS4 ,113?  976~77/bK  *  3/c , 2 
United  States*  F'resident 

< 1974-1977  :  Ford). 
Public  papers* 


G0VT.GS4*113:976~77/bk»3/c*2 
United  States.  President 

(1974-1977  t  Ford). 
Public  papers* 


